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Taak jO'o,.. 45 ..... ~ polleo" 'taak tone .t NMrioan 
Md Brlt.1ab uti&i.Jtoft.tt. ,.n.... ut.1q .. lfttanW7, 
with IkU.a farUoMI'l., Bra.tH.......lM'ed ...,.lean 
\.roo,. t1&ht.1aa D, t.he1J' _1.. It.. art.UleI7 .... \he 
ant,1.d.Nraft CW14I prdn'-d ..,.Ulwarcl. the gIIIUI 01 .t..n,ka 
_d of t.Mk ••ton,.... lAd ot eaptoGrM G_ ...pon•• 
It.- q1aMra .... 1...11.. oJ:nlt..,....... not. &tra1d 
to work wlWA \b• .....1 C\MM _4 _bull' well. It 
d14,..h witn 11it.1.. Br:I.il. 1-.1.. who rode forward 
on ,rwerie. t.anJul, with i\lMr1ean 1IOI't&r. behind ancI ,....... 
10an e&i.nftP. ab.a4, and t.h. tanka who 81.el1*i out of 
their told'lO~. w1\h arlt.lah art.ill.., poun41ng pretett.J.cn 
'*dnd, with 1 .... 1'.as at. t.h.u- 81. and olli ahM4 IIld 
wi th lJJ"..si 11Mo1le on their tla.n1ca, le&me" t.hat. 41.ttenat. 

, yeopl•• hD tis'ht ..U tog.t.her. 
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I, ORJ.\NIZATION t\NJ COlOlITTING OF TF 45, 

1. On 24 Jul1 1944, the 45t.h AAIl Brigade was providing the . 
antiaircraft, defense ot Il Corps of Fifth Army with one operation8 
d.taohllent (for early warning), two II Group headquarters, two AA 
aut,amatic weapons batt&l.1ona (aelt-propeUe4).. tiYe .u &I.ltomatio 
weapons batt&l1on8 (mobile), two A4 gun battalions and one II 
searohlight battery, Thi. command oonai8ted of aome 7000 off1oer8 
and enlisted man, grouped and arm.d &S tOlloW81 

lo7th AAA Group 
10Stb A.U 4i Bn (ui) 
434th aU A \ 1m. (.jf) 
;36th .uA AW &l (Mob) 
898tb AU 4"1 III (Mob) 
W3d A.A. Gun Brl (Mob) 

(32 MiS'o &32 Xl6',) 
(32 XlS-. & 32 Xl6-.)
(32 Botol'o , 32 lSl t .) 

(32 Botor. &32 MSlta) 
(16 Gun8 90IIII anel 16 JIl, .50 oal) 

:0 at!')', 3S10t UA. dL at (15 lights alUt 15 )Il, .50 oal) 
209Ul .lAA Group 
43Sth A..U 1.'11 In ()lob) (32 Botol's &32 lSl',) 
630th UA 4W In (Mob) 
900th UA ... In (Mob) 

(32 BotoN " 32 III,.50 oal) 
(32 Botors It .32 JIl, .50 cal) 

4Ol.t AM. GWl BIl (lIob) (16 Guas 9CM & 16 JIl, .50 cal) 

HOHI 

lU5 i8 balt-track m.ounting 1 gun :37_ &- 2 Ill', .50 e&l. 
»16 18 & half -trw aounting 4. In, .50 eal• 
.1151 is & truok-draWl'1 trailer JIlOWlting 4. Ill, .50 ru. 

Botors i8 a truok-4rawn 40.. gun. 

2, Major Gen.ral. 1~1.11i8 D, Grittenberg.., IV Corpe Oo-ancler, 
on 24 Jul¥ 1944 a<1Tisecl Briga4ier General Paul ~, Rutl.dle, 45th 

AA4. Brigade eo.un_r, of the plana to emplOl tt. Brigade, Jllinus 
80M ant1&iroratt. eleunta and plus el_ents ot .... ot the other . 
ar.., as a Task loroe to r.11..... the 34th and 918t Intant.1'1 Diri.
sions, ~....t.a ot th.... diTi.ions 11&4 then secured and. were hold
ing the lin. of the ABNO RlVKR troll the 21 lUting to t.h. TJ"'heniap
J., & front of approld.lll.&tel.J 15 m.il..a. 

3. General Rutledge at onoe bega.n the conversion of his oom
mand to a provisional infantry unita 
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a. IV Corps proTided four Infant!"1 tield-grade .tficera 
and nin.tMll ooap&r1J'-gra4. offi...s tl"Oa Teteran unita 80 that. 
the Bripde headquarters, MOb ot the two Group beadqtl&l"kra, .aoh 
of th. tour Bat.talion headquarlera, and edh ot the a1zt.een pro
rtaional intant.rr ooapa.nie. had one • .x.perienoeca infantry actri..8r 
on han4. (The.e otticers ~e4 with the '!'aak 'oro. trc. tour \0 
au -u.) SeYent.een infantry o.ffioel"s ••re further prooured f'rQll 
t.he B.epl.&...nt )ep,t to till T&e&noiea in the .u unit.. The 
Brigade AA Gunn.ry Otficer was'designated Taak Foroe Artillerr 
Officer and the Couanding OtfiNr of the U Optrationa Detaobamt 
.... s naaed ?l'oToat Marshal. A Photo InterpJ"etation Officer, a 
Surgeon, &nOO Oftieer, an lngi.Deer OtfiMr and a Priaoner-ol-Ifar 
Interrogation Ofticer .ere further loaned by IV OOJ'pa. Two intan., 
lieut.enaats, fud.l1a.I" wIth lntalllgcce work, and. one ,"ld U'tI1litl'7 
oapt.a.in were &lso aaou,red f~ the leplae._t a.j:.Ot to oOllp1ete 
filling out the staff. )(84ftWh11e, the r8glllar Brigade 52, 5) and 
$4 and CoIDunic&tioD8 Ofticer _" dispAtched to the head.q1.l.ll't.... 
o-t the J4 Inte.ntry Dirt.ion to leam infantry teahnique aftd proMdure. 

b. Re.onTeraion to pI'OTiaional iata.ntl"1 atatou. as t.edia. 
tel,y in8tit.ated in the case ot the 536 A.U Bn and the 898 AAA Bn, 
whim .e,.. then in biToul.C. All JlUftl1 A.AA. equiJllll8l1t (Botors gun., 
direotors, power plant. and .50 O&llbre A4 1D&Chi.ne gun.) was stacked 
in I. rear &rea and .. aaall. ;;ietaohae.nt lett to gu.a,rd it. Eaeh. AAA 
Bat.talion thea, with & m1n11IWl change in personnel, ad.ap\4d ita 
stru..tllJ'e ot tour tiring batteries to the inlantry c:lea1gn of thr.e 
rifle companie. and one heaTY-weapons company, a.a tollOWSI 

ill {AW} Bn 	 f'roTla1onal Infantry BIl. 

Hq at Hq BtrT 	 chang.~i. to Hq , Hq ComJl&fl1 

;3 Firing Batteries J Rifle Companies 

Hq S.ction Hq Section 

1 Platoon 1 PlatoOll 


Hq aeetion Hq Je. 
1 Seo (lj JICl) 1 ;380 (15 un) 

2 .:lao (15 JHn) 2. $e, (15 MIl) 
;3 38.(15 ..n) 2 Plat.oon 
4 J .. (15 ••n) Hq J.. 

2. 	 Platoon ;3 .ie' (15 JHI1) 
Hq Jection 4 J., (15 ..,,) 
5 Je. (15 un) 3 Platooa 
6 .je. (15 aen) Hq dec 
7 .)eo (15 aan) 5 Seo (15 MIl) 
a Je# (15 .en) 6 ;jec (15 un) 

4 	Flatoon 
Hq Seo 
7 Jec (15 men) 
8 Sec (15 mtnl) 
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Prodaiontl Inleta 1m. Cogt.~ 

1 firing Batte17 ,hanged to 1 HeaY)'.ieapona Coatpanl 

lC,.. :~.............,_t_-4........nft_
;J.I., _Hill Section 


1 Platoon JIortar Platoon 

Hq Section JolI"I .'laA 


011'""1. -- 

1 Sec (15 DlWl) 1 S.O (15 raen) 
2 s.e (15 !len) 2 dec (15 MIl)
:3 Seo (15 .) :3 3ec (1' me) 
4 $" (15 JMn) Jl&ohi.n..aun PUtoon 

2 	Platoon Hq Section 

Hq Section 4 Seo (1' lIlWl)

5 See (1' men) 5 sec (15 men) 

6 Sec (15 Ku) 6 Sec (15 un) 

7 See (15 men) 7 '* (15 !HIl)

8 0'3.. (15 sen) 8 :3eo (15 men) 


Iaoh rin. COIIlpany wa.s g1YIft 8 BARe (on. for each section) anel eaob 
HW 00&PIU11 .&8- giTeD .iX 81M mortar. (two for euh mortar •••Uen) 
and t ••30 oaJJ.ber uchin. gun. and. tin .50 aallber machin. gun. 
(t;.wo .30 .al1ber -oh1ne 81111 and one .50 o&l.1ber MOhine gun tor ..h 
aaohin. gun ...t1on), plus th. tollowing lntutrT-t,-pe aiga&l equip.. 
.enta 

!tAo I9!1peent! 
sea 300 	 4 per BD Rq (3 epe.r••) 

1 per Co. 

sea 5)6 4 per Em. Iq (1 spare) 

6 per rine Co. 


10 per H\f Co. 


W1r•. lguiJMnt; 

Reel equipment CI-11 	 8 per Group Bq. 

8 per en Bq. 

6 per Rit1e Co. 


20 per III Co. 

Wire, 1'1-130 	 7 mil•• per Group H~. 


5 Jdl.. per Bn Hq. 

2 mil.. per Bine Co. 

, miles per HW Co. 


e. On 25 July 1944, the 435thAlA. 1m W&8 r.1i....d ot U •• 
A! d.ten•• aia8ion and the 439 AA! an 88 ord.ered. from the rUth ArIq 
A.A. ,iring Point. Both units 	.er. laove::i to biTOua.O &Has in the do
inity of Li~mo to be-gin conTersion to infantry. '!'b. 209 AU. Group» 

• 
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lOS .uA ~, 4O~t Gun &1, 630th .u.A 1m a.ncl the 9QOt.h A.U Ba were at 
the .... time reli."~i trOJll uaignment to the 45 AU Brigade an4 
aa~igned to the 71 AU Bl"1g&d.e for oontin\l&rloe ot their 4A masion•• 

4. IV Corpe, on 26 July 1944, 1 ••ued Fiold Order 10. 6 _hiah 
d'8ignated tho 45 AAA Brlgade ... Task Foroe 45 with the tol101d.ng 
troopo. 

Hq It Hq atr,., 4Sth AU Brigade 
91st AAA Group 

435th MA Brl 
439th A.AA BD 
673d lIedioa.l Collecting cO. 

l07tb AU Group 
536th AAA Be 
898th UA 1m 
6718t U.j10&1 Collecting Co. 

Hq " Hq Co, 24 AraoI'ed Group 
91at Cayal.r7 Ieoonnaiuano. $quadron (-) 
7510t ~ Battalion (-) 
Reconnaissance 00., 894tn Tank Destroyer Bn 
One Co., 805th Tank O.stro7er 1m 
One Bt.rJ (plu), 434th AU BI'1 
34th IntantrT Diriolon ArtU1U7 

and with the tollowi.n« aUsiona. 

a. Relieve elementa of the 34th Infantr7 lliYislon and 
the 918t Intantr1 Diris1on. in aon. and &88., OOllllAllci or Motor on 
Corpa OrtHr. ' 

b. Hold forward posit1ona &net oanduct aotl.,.. pat,roUJ.ng 
in son. to preyent on.., inf11trat10n. 

•• Send ual.l reoonnaiasalloe PIitro~ &C1'088 to d..teraine en.., strength and dispoSitions. 

d. Maintain oontaot with 'la.,k Force RaMy. 

•• Protect lett flank of Corp•• 

f. Prepare to follow up any enemy wlth~aw1. 

On the .&me date, Task Force 45 issued 'ield Order No. 1 aasign
ing troops as follows: 
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21 ~Gr&45..u 
439 AU in 

Bao 00, 894, Tank Deatroler Ita 

67)d Ked1u.l. Collecting 00. 


10753rtG~A.U 

898 AAA BD 

91 CaYalr1 Ren ':>qU&d (-1 Tl"oopt 

671 Jledie&l. Collecting Co. 


2. 	 M!Or!4 Gl'Oll, 

39 LAA a.giunt (Br) (-1 Btr;y) 

7Sl Taak an (- u.ault gun.) 

434 AU &1 (-Det) 

34 InfantE1 Divi.ion Artillery; 


with the following mission.: 

a. 	 107 W. Groui. 
(1) leline 168 Infantrl dW"ing night ot 20-27 Jul., 

and 133 InfantE1 during night ot 27-28 July; 
(2) Protect right flank ot Briga<w, pre-nnting any 

hostUe penetrationJ 
(3) 14aintai.n contact with 91 AAA Group on lett AWl 

Task Force R&mIl on right; 
(4) .,.4 aul1 reconn&1asa.nOAt patrols aero•• LUVg 

to determine .t~th anddlaposition.; 
(5) Prepare to follow up an.;y en..., withdrawl in ...... 

tor. 
b. 	 91~l"Oul?' . 

ll;--a.ll.,.e 135 and 363 Infantr.r dur1ng night 28-29 

(2) Protect Brigade lett flank, Pl"ft'ent1ng &n1 hOIl
til. penetration, 

(3) M&intai.n contact with 107 AU Group on right; 
(4) .:.iend..u r~oonna.1lll.anoe patrole uro•• lIVER 

to determine en.., strength and di.po.itions; 
(5) a'.pare to follow up aIJ.1' en., witadrawl 111 ...tor. 

•• 	 .2 Al'fOE~ GtoU.i, 
(1) Brigade re••rYe. 
(2) Aatiyel;r supPOrt Brigade bl dep101JHllt ot arsol" 

and br orga&'lising AT defen.e with Co B, 805 Tank Destrol. Ba,tt&lion 
and .UGh other wd.t. u are available. 

4. 	 ~ll1Yi.ion Artlllm (Infantry) 

(1) 3irect a.rtillery support of Brigal1e. 
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e. (1) 536, 898, 439 &n4 435 AAA Battaliona. 
(a) Aaau.. provleloA&l infantrl T/O at on... 
(b) Aea_1. eqv.1paent not need.d for 1ntantl7 

role at battulon rear echelon wh.... OD1y Rlrieiet pel'\
sonne! wl11 be lett. to proTide security and mainta1n equip.
aent. 

(0) Oontinue !ntanai" training in Jfant~ tactiOs, 
str••sing deten•• of rl..r line, .oouting, patroll:l.ng anti 
U•• ot Infantr1 weapons. 

(2) (a) No artillery f1l"e .Ul " plaoecl on Cit1 ot 
PIJi\. except on Brigade order. 

5. The 898 AAA Bn w~t into the line on the night 26-27 .lul1 
1944, to re11... the 168 Intantr1 on the right flank of the lector. 
On the following night, 27-28 JulT 1944, the ,)6 U.A 1kl went in\O 
the line to rell... the 133 Infantr, in tbe lett halt ot the right 
sector. The 107 AAA Group then aasWIled reaponaibilltl tor the entire 
right. lector. The veteran 91 CaY&lrl ReconnUaa"8 Squadrorl ( ...1 
troop) was used to patrol .::>outh of the Arno River and to t.he nanka 
and _s avaUabl. as group reaene. (During the night 28-29 JulT 1944 
the 91 eaY&lry Reconnaiasance 3:},u.adron .OLa defieoted. t.o the coaat to 
count.er a posaible tm8lll¥ amphibioua attapt but ... nturned to it.a 
foraer positions the tfloming ot 29 Jul.1 1944). Tha 84 Qh..u.oal Bat.
talion, with ita 4.2 mortara, was at the saae tilH made an.il&ble 
&II 107 AU Group ilupport for a period of 4 daJs. This Beeond nipt. 
the Aa troopa r •••iyed their first oasualti.. tram en.., &rtill«r.r 
&Ill'! aortal" tin and t.ook two prieon... of W&I" fl'Oll an er1esy patrol. 

6. On the night 28-~9 July 1944, the 91 AU GroUP. with 435 
AU an moving into the left Motor and the 4.39 AU an Jl.0T1ng in to 
the right, below 11;.>/\, took oter the lett sector, P8l1edng .1-..ot. 
ot the 135 and 363 Infantrie.. 'nut ReeonDai.aance 00., 894 Tank 
Destroyer Bn, ainu. one platoon, was as.igned the coa........patrol &i.... 
ion and .&. aT&ilable a. gl"Oap n ..rYa. Ta. Foroe 45 &118Wl8d ooaaand 
ot tha entire 34 Wantry D1Yieion .ector ae ot 2906008 Jul)" 1944. 

7 • The 34 Infantry !)iYi.ion Artill.., .&8 .ontinue4 1n the line 
to give elo.. artUlery supPOrt and the 403 A.U Gun En, together with 
el.__t.s of the .8r1t1sh 62 and 66 loA Bripc1••, using 3~1 .u gm'l8, 

eup,lae1tecl thi. fire. 'lb. 434 AU Bel (-Batteri•• A &: B) proY164 
34 Iti..visian Artillery with A.A prot..tion. 

8. Th. 2 Armorad Group assa.d comand ot tha Tuk Foroe ree."a, 
eon.iating of the 751 Tank :an, Co B of tha 805 Tank v.atroyer BIl, 
Batterias A & B or tha 434th u! &l and. the British 39 L.U bgiMnt 
wblah had been attached to the 'fask Force on 29 July 1944. Th. 39 
LM regiment consisted of '3x,prosi.r.na.tely SSO officers and enlist.. men 
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I 

and. 1WI oClll.P1"1a.d of 3 bat.terie. Meh ot 3 t.roopa. laoh troop con": 
ai.1oM ot l£ MIl who ol'41n&rill m.&IUled aix BotOl"8 Th...AJ. gua..
Bofors wen st.aoke<1 and t.he Brit.i.h 44 t.roopa begaa. intantry tra1n
1n&. 'l'he Sritish had no heaT1 weapons other than thr.. captured. Ger
MIl 8_ mortarl tor whiob theT had adequate &llBunition. Subaequ_t.
17, t.ileT alao procU'ecl t.wo 7'mm put howitMrs "hioh t.hey uplo1ecl 'with 
deadlT .rr..tlTC••• &8 close .up~.ort ...po.a. BattVT A an. 1 Pi.. 
toon of .a.t.t.el'1 B of the 434 UA fin, ua1ng their aeU-propelle. 37
gulU' and. lWI.Ghine gwu:J, took over t.h. 00&8\&1 patrol frOil ttl. Reeonn
&iii~anoe Co., 894t.h 'Iank: DestroTer an on 29 July l~, leaT:ing ~ 
8.eoCiWllU~,j&noe oompaJ1T 1'1"" to bulRrk the 91 AU Groll, s..tor. 

91 AM Uroup 
435 AM an 439 UA :en 

107 UA Gre.p 
536 AAA an 898 AAA Ikl 

Rcn Co, 894 TO 1311 
673 Keel 0011 Co. 

(Rea) 91 CaT :a. Sq_ (Rea) 
671 Ked 0011 Co. 

2. 	 AraoNcl GI"Ov,p ('fF ...ern) 
39 LAA Reg1Mnt 
751 Tank BIt. 
B Co, 805 Tn .an 
A. 	 & B Btrie., 4J.4. 4U BIl. 

II. THE A.RNO lIfER fH4.>E. 

1. During all of August., the Task Foroe h.ld. the line ot the 
AmO Riftr. 010.. conta.ct waa maint.&iMd with the en., which at 
that tiM .as the 16 3S D1rlsion. Pat.rol" oontWoualy __ toD
t.act and in the resulting tire tights oasualt1•••ere \&tan and in
flioted. Atter .alking into on. _~ ubush our patrols quickl7 
leame<i the trick and aubs.quentl,y .et t.tlr" Ulbush•• or their own 
.hich nett.ed prisoners and ~8117 oa.sualties. Min.tiel.... and trip 
nares ......t. and ,trongoint..... ·oonat.nct.ect at .t.rateg1o points 
anet ...WoreN. Harr&saing of tbe eI1M7 was taken up with a. TeiMD... Between 1000 &l'l4 2000 rOlUul. ot artlllU7 ... tired eub 
dar and t.h. Want-rr, tram e:ueUent OPI., dirMte<l mortar and. Mchin. 
gwl 1m. The use ot baaooka.a in exploct:1.Dg en.., strongpoinat. waS 
al...xperS.aented wi t.h and prOTect au....stul. Air 01". were u ••d., 

.. 'f .. 
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tor the first t1ae in the Oorpi &rea, in successtully directing 

IlOrtar tire. DIaonstrationa with tank and. truek ao....ent.s, NIOldng 

ot a ~ bridge, operation of bull-oozers during the night and 

aaohine gun barrag.. we... u.aed to <IN.,, en.,- II01"ta.r and artUl..,. 

fire. The en...,' firing J.IOdition...ere then plotted and counter

batt.eried. During one smoke 4M01l.wation, tne en.,. fired )61 

rounu of artiller1 and 242 roWld..t ot JaOrtarJ the hun infli.t... 

no duage but PrM'iM<i excellent. cO\Ult.er-batt.er, int.elligenCM. 

;:jeYeIl en..,. air boabing and strafing attaoks were experienced during 

the period. 


2. On.31 Jul.Y 1944, the 34 Infantry Diyision .u-tillerT and 
the 40.3 AAA Gun Bn ..,.. withdrawn from the Ta8lr: Force • ector J bow
eYw, the Tank lJeatro1. COftIp:;.nio. ot the 894 Tank: Deltroyer Bn 
"ere attached 31 Ju.ly 1944 and the guns of this unit, plua those of 
the 751 Tank Bn and 00 B ot the 805 Tank o.stroyor Btl .en sited to 
pronde sub.titute ,a.rtUlery fire. The.3.7 AA guns of elements of 
the British 62 and 66 AA Brigade. also continu~ available. 

3. The departure of t.ne 34 Infantry ,DiTi.ion Artillery released 
for Wa.ntl")" training the 434 AM an (-2 Batt..r1e.) which had been 
providing the artUlarY1l1th i\.\ protection. Battery.~ and 1 platoon 
of Batte17 B of 434 UA an were nOli reUeved of the coa.8'Wtl patrol 
by tile a.ooDll&iaaan.. 00, 894 TD Bn and the entire battalion began 
intantr)'" tra.ining, principally in the us. ot mortars, JD.&chiAe gtma 
with infantry 1aO_t.., BAJa aad nn... Two raDI•• were _.t up and 
intensive practi•• conducted.. On 3 August 1944, Batte1"1.. A -.rut B 
"en attach" to 91 A.A! Group, Batter,. B being committed. to the line 
te strength.. the Uroup right flank and Battery A being held in J"O-. 
aerye. 

4. 'lb. 111 Battery of the 39 LAA was attached to the 91 UA. 
Group on 1 August 1944 and .s oOJMlitted to reUeve ;) 13&tte1'7 of 
the 4.3S All Bn on 4 AUgUst 194Je.. The 240 8&tt.17 of the .39 L.U ..... 
attached to the 107 .UA. Group a8 gJ"Oup rese"'" also on 1 A.ugu.at 1944. 
The 110 Battery of tho .39 L\A oontinued infa.nt.r7 training &8 part. ot 
the Tuk Force ~8erft. On 8 August 1944, Battery a, ~Sl A..U 3ft JZ 
... at.t.&ohecl to the 91 AM Group and g1Yen the llisaion ot prO'f1<iin& 
coastal lIearchlig.'I-).t an1 radar det."••• 

s. On 11 August 1944, Hea.dquarters 91 4J\A Group, haYing bMn 
ordered from the thea.tre, Vld5 relieved by Headquarters 2 ilrmored 
Group which relinquished command of the Task Foroe reserve to Hea6
quarters 751 Tank Bn. On 1.3 Augu_t 1944, the 898 t\.M BIl, h.-ring 
alao been ordered trom the theatre, was relieved by the 434 A.U. Bn 
(-2 Batterie.). 'l'be 91 Oayalry RHOIWdssano. Squadron which ... in 
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8upport ot the 434 AM an WG\B at t.he Ii" tim.e reinforoed by its 
Troop C whioh had been wit.h l'aak Force RaMI on' the right. Head
quarters &Ad Headq\Ull.1"t.va Bt.ttery, 8u5 T&n.k :.Matro,. BIl, together 
with the b.ttalion's remaining companies were &lao then attaOhe. 
tot.he Taek For.. and were deplo;ed as artillel7. 

;z ~or!d, Group 197 4AA Gr~p ,
435 AM an lli/39 LILA 439 A.It.A Bn 536 AM AU A.AA Bn 

Rotl Co, S94 TD Bn (R9S) 91 Cay Ron Sqdn (Ie.) 
673 Ked Coll Co (Coa$tal) 671 »ed Coll Co 
o itry, 351 AAA 3/1 En (r.J.trol ) '2.WJ/39 LAA 

751 'l'41J1k lJl~ O'F ria;)) 
110/39 UA &. Hq 3<) LI.n 
13 00, 005 TD Bn 

6. On 15 August 1944, the 91 C&Ya1rl Reoonnaisaance Squadron 
took oyer the right !l&nk sector froll the 434 AAA Bn (-2 Batteries) 
-hieh ao?ed to 2 Anaorecl Group ".el"'ft. At the SaIIII time the leoon
naio1lllan•• ooapaniea 01' both the 80S Tank Ueatro1v Battalion an4 the 
894 Taak Deatroy. kttalion ..... 'att.aebed to the 439 AM Bn to per
mit re1nioreemeA~ ot the u.ttalion lett flank where en.., infiltra
tiona and probings were frequent. 

'I. '!h. l:3rit1sh 39 LU, on 16 August 1944 rail...... the 43' 4.U. 
En which went into group resene. The hea.y~' we.a.P·JllS aOf"pa.nJ' of the 
435 AAA an, howeyer, remained in the line 1'or • ..,..ral days to train 
the Briti:lh in the WI. of tb. Aalerioan mortars and machine guna. 
The arriyal of the Britiah t.te41atell &rO'lsed th.. interest of the 
e..,. who sent. .. patrol, in platoon streagth, to inY••tig...... The 
Toaaa... reoeift4 tMm witoh. mort..r and maohine gun fin _4 t.he __ 
etq 1d.iA..... with - ..val CiuNuties. 

8. Th. HaW&iian-Japanese loot!. Infantry Bat.t.illon, having HM. 
attached to Tall.\( Force 45 on 15 AUgust ..l1J44, re1ift'M tl,. 536 AM 
!:In, on the 17th of ",ugu.at 1944. Th. 536 then went into the ;r.ak 
!,'ore. re8e"e, pr• ...,aratol7 to JIOv_ant IJ"'Om the t.heater. On the .ue 
date, the 19.... Field Artillery Group waii attaobed to Task Fo.... 4~ 
and took O?el" the fire contl"Ol of the 805 an. 894 Tank: DestroyW' ins, 
the 751 Tank an and the aS8&uU gun .. of the 757 Tank BI1 whieh ...... 
• t that tiM attaohed. 
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9. lb. Brltl.h 47 LoU Reda-\ with a total peJ"8OnHl. ot 
approldaatel.7 aso, ... plaee4 _UP tM o,.rat1oaal. oontl'ol ot the 
'aat '.ne OIl 21 AtIpat 1~. cae.f the t>att.er1•• 01 tb1e reg1
JUDt., ha'ria& bacl .... SAt.t...,. tntnh,c, ... t._l1at.el, .ttaaM4 
to tbe 2 ....,... QI'Ol1P to. GftMlp ,......... OIl 24 4qUt. 1944, a 
.tIIODCI bat'er, .. attaehM to t. 107 4U G.... t ... Qrnp reurye. 
'l'b. t.h1N. _t'-1 fIOfttJ.n... 1at..l .... t.raS.'ae. 

10. Oft 22 .....i 191t.4, the 91 CaftJ.17 ....., ..... SquaciIrOIl 
.. 0...... to U 00.". uul ... NlJ..... OIl the faet '0'" right 
tla,nk 1), the 434 UA. 1m. '!be eo5 fank Deatft1V BatWJ.aa .. 
on the ....te, al........ to II 00..,.. 2M '38 '1eU .Art.m.,
Bat.tallon aDd 0 lat.t..., ot the 691 'leU 4rUll.., B&t.t.al1_ ..... 
at tb1. t.iM bI'Oqht IIp 1D. !uk '0.....~. !roop 4, .t the 81 
leeOana1...... ~ .. al...tt...... OIl 22 haut 191.4 ..41 t.h. 
Taalt , ..... &1•• ,...poa.lbU1t, tor ....tal patrola to a "!at J..t 
north .t CM1na. 

11. 'lbe "9 A.4A BIl, baY1a& bee alertecl for ...__t out.l_ 
the t.beatel', ... rel.1eft4. 011 21 ....t. 1944, b, tU 4" UA. Ill, 1n 
the ...tor ot ScNth Pl... it. th1a tiM t.he 43' UA Ba eatab11.... 
OM .t.roauo1At. .at of .:ioll\b Pl..! ~ _..,- pat.rola bad h..-to
tON 111.,.... thNach aDd t._ 100 lILfaDt17 lat.t.al.1oA ...... 'o:nar4 
1000 ,..... ill it. a.tor to fIl... OIl the 4I'l1O 11.... Oft 30 A.ttpat. 
1944, the t.b1N anel laat bat.ter, 01 the Britlah 41th LU 1eg1Mn' 
.. att.uhe4 to 2 ANON4 GI"OQ to hU.... the 41'. 131 Bat...,.., 
wb1eh had Npl•••••1._ta 01 the '9 loU. oa u.. ....W tlaDk. 
Th. to'-1 .t~ 01 t.btt 'aak '0'" at tb1a t~ .. a.p~_t4al.7
7SOO oftu..a aM tDl18W _. 

2~J!Iuf 100 1At ..~ tr G'lI UA ..131/47 L"'~ 3S AU BIll 

.. 00, 891. TO BIl (I..) 251/47 U4 (lea) 

673 ... 0011 00 . 671 .... CIoll • 

C It., 351 A.U s/L 1m (00..'-1)
'. (Patrol) 

751 'faak .. (TI ..a)
.7 LU (...2 8&t.t.er1••) 
Trp A, 81 rtcn Sqdn 
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III. TH& ~j)V~CI F80)( 1M1 JUliO. 

1. Boeh. deaolltionll begUl to be ob.'l"Yecl on the 30th and. . 
31.t. of .\lIUat 1944 whUe ~k. .d. t.u.k cl....t.ht.l.. taU.s. t.o 
4IYOk, th, HUll" .,-.1, enthuwt,1c ....pon... 0.. pat.rola be••• 
.....un1l7 uti•• anel becan IPON1ng t.n. ABO ma in tONI. 
lfftdl. t.b. _..,. .a stUl fOWlcl to be preaent., i\ appear." t.bat. 
hi. <let.... ... t.binned. !hi..... oontirae4. b, ol't1.l.1aI1 .a. 
pari.laua ...port•• 

2. 4t. noon on 1 i,).,pt..... l~, t.h. 100 Intut.17 kt.tal1on, 
with 'ix t.uka in auppori., began lI'Ou1nl t.h. ADO lUVa at it. 
non.......t Oed ..t 01 l'lJ.. Onl¥ apora4iAt o"pe81tlon .....t. 
On the aoning of 2 ;)e~"'" 1944~be 4', U4 Bat.t&l101l .1th .....
- teaka 1a .apport, oroNtld the into lOaTH PISA, 'Ising boat.a 
aad t.he ....naS". 01 a dMoU.b......4p. '1M t.aDka ...... at .. 
tON 1Ib1ob \h. 1Il&ia.... qa.1ekl.T 1apatoYe4. jut. ...t. ot PI.)". Jlo4
v.'- &J't.UlAN7, nUl OM ,..-tw.l&"l1 Vo1aItl.... ..u.pl"Opell.M. 
lua aD. n..,.... td.Ha aDd. ~t.npII WI'" the oal¥ oPfOs1\1_• 
.. Nlt-.pro,.uM gun ....U .... D7 ou taak ...t.IO'.....hieb 
...... lIP 1ft tl'Ont-l1M '.,pon. 11 1600 08 a Sept.taMr 1944, the 
100 WaaU7 aad ... 435 U4 In bM ....... t ... 67 lorUa1n&, aMt'e 
PI:I&. Dl....ca.....M... eoa,.a" a. TO Bat.\al1011, aut,...... two 
...-.l.t.t..a ,.. alae.. !U AU4 AU III t.... 411'0.... to oe..7 aad 
01.. ., NOa'H 1-'1.)4. 

3. In the ena1ng of .2 Sept.e.bel' 1944, the 3' L4A bepa 
OI'O"1a& the 4I'DO 11.... at lout. 1 and. at C...1M '.""', ••t of 
£11.;)4. It .........., tOIl tn. to oleu oat OAt • ..,. et.ror&g.,..t wheN ..... 0' the BotIb••.,.. ,ap~. Pro...... 01 the 39 
LU was al.... \0 the ~ tb1..ta ..4 aNa.l.. a1aellel4a 111 
t.hAr ...tor Jorth 01 t.a. M'Do. OIl........... -ea7 pal"\1 ..ptu.recl 
12 .. ot .. as·. elMI'iDs groaP. 

4. 17..-.:La& ot :3 .:iept..... 1~, the 100 Waa\17 uel \he 
435 4.U In hAd reaoh.. t.he line ot ~ .iIBCHIO a:tna ap1n.t. aU.ght. 
en.,- ....1.'--.· 0111 looMet.roauolllt. bad. to .. el.....t. bl the 
100 Iat.nt.r7 Ba aad tM HlIIl .." .... S 1d.lla4, .. ~ lAd 6 _,.tv... '!'he 2 Amored GI'01If .... DOW &1•• t.be ...tor .eat of 10... 
1 wit.h allot \h. 39 W ud 47 W, Mel t.h. 107 W G...., ... ginn. 
the ...tor ...t. ot lout.. 1 wit.h the 100 W_t.17 aIl4 the I." 4U RD. 
'lbe ,.31. u.& Ba .. pl.aeed dir••tl7 acler the talk '0.... to poll.. 
Ul4l patnl PI-iA. 18..,. tiN, ...:u ..,.. • .....a1ne pIl, .aort.ar aU 
&l'i1l1ei7 at tb1,t t.iM 1ntelM1t1M &Il4 t.bNe ...., air ~ and 
at.rat1D& at\aeka 111ft .....1en.... 
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1944 both bat.taliona had attt'anoed to the l.i.lle 01 the Auto,trada an4 
....... pat.rol..lJ.r.g t.bo higb groWl. to t.he r.cr..h. (0876 &a4 1(.."'16). 

s. The 2 ....woaored G~, 'Deg&A JIOYiAI 101...... em the .ecmJ.=c 01 
10 s.pt..... 1"..... • ',PM'.l t.aU I .... of a pla\ooa' 01 aedi_ 

~i.:!:;~~:~t~~~~~ :t::.i::iwe::~ 
..t of ""ill.... e!'OMM ~ 311lGflO IlY!I at. Ute YJOe..Ht4lo tON . 
111 tH U, ... lID ...tor ....t \he W ..w, npport. of tblt 39 W 
OIl \he noi'\h a1t1e of t.he 11.,.. at •• 1. !be 39 LIU, followed bl 
t.be .1 1M, ...... the ri.,v in boat.. at '_t. ,.1IIt (0'69). SpOI'
aci1. _.,. aa&U aru fm and MDT a1ua ......_ ....~ b.t. b, 
18004 th. Brit.Uta bad rea.... taw IIIttallaa 0Ual _ \b. 71 10zoUWlg 
u.d to_ 2 uaond GI'OUp ... MIl'" ,.t...~ lat.. fOlU DIL LAOO (7e02) • 
.. t t1nt. l1&bt OIl U ~ 1,.. \be Britl", "'PO"'_ b,. __1",U08'" tile lMttalJaaa...J. ua.... 'UP' ...,. &MoUl., tiN .. rea.Oh
.. a Uae al-a 78 Jo~1ng. 

9. At th...... t*, the .....i •• tl'oo,. of the 107 4.U Group 
h&4. &4'ha'" to t_ td.P po•• ~ 01 tbe Aaioatnda along the 
78 Iorth1a& aa4. bM _t. ,.trola \0 LA. 01." (068l), -.oW! (0780), 
JOZZ4I4 (127') ... IALIAIO (lt11?). fItf», .. 01 tIM 11 0a'f61l7 
.....S...... aqua.... ...u....t of ..t.,.....t. at 0924004 
Sept._ 19f14 ..el the !aak '0..... Hl1.... 01 \be napaa.1bll
1t1 tor t.be eoaR&l ......1 ...ttl of it.. ...\01'. 

10. two t.uk ..w.lAI ot u.. 2 ........ GJIHp ..... __, to t.ae 
aoutllenl edp 01 'UlUPOIO .. tb. a.n.... .1 U Sept__ 1944. 
Th... t...,. .....top," 1t7 ~l1t.i_ ... the....:1.. ODe tho..... 
.80....... ...,...t.ecl toG _ 1D t.be to.. oa the .....t.. tM 434 UA 
Ba Nll...... tbe 435 A.U 1ft OIl toM 1.n of the 10'7 W GlOap .Mtol" 
..4 tbe 435 Ul ... w1thdn.a _4 att.... to t.be 2 4mDI'ecl Group, 
ett..u... 111600l Sept..... 1"". The ~..__ 00apea7 01 the 
894 tD kt.t.al1oD .... a~ th. td..dOD .t ,.tl'OWq tb. eoaA 
Del Bat...., C ot th. 450 A.U ID .. broapt. .. to _ ...-al .t.Nng
point. aac:l t.o pat.l'Ol the ..,....... _tdl .1 .. ,...... ·......t •• 
!he 1. n..u 4J"t.Ul.,. 0.... -.-. rep1•••• 07 the 424 rs..u ut.1llel"l 
Gl"Oq. !he eoaat&l MIter' .t t.he 2 ...... 0rMp ........ pr1Mr-,
117 1apoJ1.ut. .la. t.he 101 U4 Oro., ...t.or 011 tM right. .... lU'I'lT 
..... 0, 1..611 ~ACU%COOLI. 

U. uao.... ,..trola t.o 'I.AllDGIO oa 12 .... 13 Sept__ 191t4 
M4e _.., ...taet. bat. OIl 14 3ept...... 1.. eY1d... • 1 ... with
dn1rl. ....... \be ....traet.l_ .t .. eaaa.l, .....l .. Sa daUTH YUDlGIO 
........... ,.ina _\er1ag the to_ Mt GI'll7 ......... ..u...... 
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16. On 22 Jep~ 1944. 'he l.lae .. ,.... I ..... to the 
94 IG1"th1DB after 171_G7 ........ ".'-" ...U .... 1a'-•• 
_..,. artUl..,- .rt..ar. aU Meh1De PIS tiN 1Ih1Ih .... 1atl.1.... 
mIMI"O'U ...u.l!i;.. 'laRk ........u... wh1le ... ail' 0' .. ... 
left" weN DOW tIOIlfto.... to ...... ...,. art.U~ l ....U... 
Fi.. _-., art.1ll.el7 po.lt,1o_ .,... 10 U. t,ak. all....... s..
...a1a\elJ ...~atteri" .Ub t.be .u OP d1reet.1a& \be tiN. 
A MJ>'-'tId 0.... 1~ 1DW1'" .. ,..,.t1eul.arlT uel\al OIl \hie
""loa. ..t t.lU. t,W th. UO .\'-7 01 t.he " LU .. alAte at.
t .... t.o t.be ,., W to ,...t.t. ....t. top t,1JtM ",,",a. 

1? Alt... _1" pat.roU1D& _4 maa-o.. ...,. toIlt.aet.a OIl 
2)-24, .,..... 1'"-, t.k • ..,. J..U lib .. 2, s." .... 1944 ..\abU.bed 
a D~ Iort.h ot \b. eM&l at. 962938 and eoaatnet.iOft of a 
ou•..., ... __• OIl 26 _"'...... 19114 tbe 434 A.U Ba aetnA_ 
It.. l1ae to 'be " lort.hiDa -.sa.t. 1a'-". ...,. arirUler.r tiN anel 
.... t.aaa .....,. (9591.). At \he .... t,iM tM 47 W ~ to 
t.__ '.U,1CHl4 (97") _to at.~. too \aU IlP.. ("") ... CI).lY4J.4 
(91"> ..... ftjMIl......, ia'-t...... -u ..., _"- ... art.1l
1..,. liN. 80M t.ho.......... • 1 ...-"- aacI art.J.l.larT 11M 
ot aU M11Mr. ... ..purt.~. cb.Ir:I.q tb1. 24 -- ,..s.ot. 

18. 'lb. 'f..at ,........ aow __ t.b. __ .1 \be acme LU'I 

aDd _.., art.1ll.el7 of all .al1~ ill......... .tb 1ft..., ... 

..., pat.ltole .... a.t.l.. aDd all..., ttl&IIl.. oeeurrecI .... da7. 011
28 .:ie,t...._ 1944, ••.,.., of iM It.al.!:f':' Ar\1. Batt.a.l'oa 
...,~ to t.h. !uk '0'" tor· -aiD 8ft ....... plM
~ __ \be ..,......s..1- .t th. !uk , .... 1aIi·.... lIdl. lJa1t.
.<1 ." a ~ 01 -...u...... ~ .... trwquaatl.r &1... by'.
t.ank-clo.... ot t.H .,51 faak ..... pel't..... ....u.t work. At. 
tbt. tiM 12 ~._ 3 inah aatJ.-'... ,.. .... ott..... .., If eo..,. to u. ,_ ,.... to auppl__t. It.. arUU.,-. 1h_ ... 
qulekl7 ........ aftd boop. A an4 C .t t.M 168 Batter ot t.be Jri.t. 
1ab " LU leg1Mftt .... eUat.ed, .... t.he tout._lac. ot If! AIleP1ean 
'ruk Pone artJ.l.l.RJ ottl.., .to _ til.. fb., ,.to.... ,.... 
..m.. &lUI t ....--11 J.n....... tbe !uk ro... tiN powr. 


19. On tb. d&ht. qt 28-29 Je~__ l"'t e1••t.a ot tN .7 
LU oeeu.p1" SOLAJA. (989iI.). . At. 2400A OIl 30 _,t.••• 1....., the 
)9 LU NlJ..... t.h••? W 1n t.he 1'I.Pt. ...tor aDd .... __ t.b4t 
"Sren. 01 t.ke 10'1 AU Orro1lp whiah h&4 at. t....... tiM ..u.... 
t.be 2 6twoI"IMl GJ'OIa, ot ..m._. of tbe ....... the., LU ..t.1nto 
Tuk'...................... '-iIII .......u, ,o.t.o.. 1944, 
.t.tubed t.o 2 ...... Group. At. t.h1. tbe t.M SA. .~ .... 
Dog Platoon ...tt.Mlted to 'full: , ......', ..t t.Jo1al __ art,1lle.., 
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tL,.. 1nd1eat.et! that the doge ......... too Ae..~e tor to.......d ........ C-.=..'" 
-"1 ad 00\114 "' ued. oAlJ ill qui.,...... lat...., a 01 '51 UA
sIL IB, ba'f'hg bee!! wnoll¥ ,...-11..... 01 the PIS! patnl.l.!ag !d.••lea 
08 )0 .3ep.... 1944, .....w ...... 1D tile aUJ.t.a17 ,ol1ie _t.lea 
01 ~ briq..; roM J"'U", ... lIl.n.atl.a.t;.!,... 1Ilthi.a tM 
!uk I... • ..tor. 

20. PJroa 1 0.\0-.. to 3 OetoW 1944, 1Mlua1"t .,.. ro... 45 
O......tM _til tbe lIP &a faaJc , ..... DIIift .... \he _._. ot tAe 
araa1l.1u 1I1Dl.t.er of 1f&I', llaJor O.....u IDr1eo Ga..,.. .oath. 
1lr1aa41el' Gawal Paul "II ..t.l..... !uk 'one 45 Oom,_"'... _"
tail \1M ca.-raW ., th ....thM o...n..\ 1f1to1l \be ....., 
.ec....... De. ON. Do IIarlto JIU1W." 

21. OIl the D1ght, 01 3-4 Ooto_ 1".., toll. 2 .... tt.&Uoa of the 
370 Iat_\17 aeata.t (eoloftd),. baYlq ....ttub_ '- !uk '0.... 
45 OIl 2 Oot.oMr 1M, ...11... Qe lCfI AM 0,", ... the " tu.1a . 
t.Ile riPt. ...tor. 1tae la"'- 181to tha ..... too $411 Jldl&tO (4)01) 
CID & ......i_. OIl' CIIto""'ltlt4, \he ,,. 11e1. AI'Ull.., III aIld 
trH 11' __ o...tlq hllfeV .....t.t..... t.o ''- r....,. OIl 
, ooto.... 1,.." .... 'J7O a.cs=.t.al .....t. 'f... toeIr: .,. "'POD.1
bUtt, 'v the riPt -..tor fl'Oa it.... 2 ..ttaU•• 

22. At. l.8OO bove OIl , OetoMr 19114, all alt.. 01 fuk 10.... 
"', ...,t. faak '0.... HMdq1lAl't4ro ... H....aart4r. lat.t.." hanna 
__ rell..... fre. , ... r... 4' .t........t. ad haY1A& "- a''-bed 
\e .,.. Po.... 92, ...teI" ec I •• ,..... toe !aakr0l'et 91. !be .PM1
al .t.an 01 !aM rolW ., .. al•• \he at...... t.o , ... 'or.. 92 
wbUe the 1---.1 .Wt IOn'''' t.o WJ'k 1d.Ul , ..It , .... 92 _t.U 
'uk 'oroe 4' ... .IIIDft4 to the SAl M4JIOIt.lO ..... 
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2. IV eorpa, Vpent..10118 Inat.rueU.8 10. 6~~ _w 6 Joy__ 
be.. 1944, ....iped T&ak '0.... 45 the follow1.rlf; 111...... 

a. Hold G .....&l line C.J.tH.i 'I'I:t~ZO*-, (493992) - W1'lm..... 
1..-0 (1t05064) - BAGt.l'IU Lute" (259969> ua4 JII'W-' .., ...., 
1IOY...t. IOUt.b UMnot. 

t.. Oont.iae ..,1'.1'1'. prat.roU1ag fillet pNpan plAu \0 follow' 
all)' -.., wlUl*-l.. 

•• f ...pare plM- to ea.plet.e ...u.t of 47 LAA afttl 74 L4A 
Rec1MDt.. 01 0824004 ......... 1944. *" wd.to. \0 CAJTI1.IOOfO aNa 
(.J9I,2l8O) _ 0..... tr. If 00.,.. 

tI. tlalnt.&1n _.tout. w1~ JlQ' uet 92 Iataail7 D1.Yb1C1D. 

'. PJ'ot-eet len nw ot If CoI'ptI. 

3... o6l.6C:lO, It........ 1944, Talk , • ..- 45, bad ..... it. React
~ .a.. Head....... "''-7 t.e 4410:.0 TIZmIQ (~) ad at. 

~ U. ..............f the 101 W Oroap ........ 


4. '1M....tor ... "U,rar1.l.7 ___4 on the len D7 the 2, 
RaaUna an~ ... rvughlJ' boUll~d on the risht. ~J' 10. 6629 wh11h led 
ta-. Ponte PeWl (U419) \0 P1Nlt.e (Jella '_'viDa (~) .we it. 
jo1M4 _'e 6? ruk 'or. 92 ... d,j..-' Oft tho lAtA _4 t.M Bill". 
auppofted. b)" t.he CO ft. .t \be 1.' ...... Tllria10a .. ...,..." Ol'l 
\be ftaht.. !he ..........., __...t .... aDd. .t e~ 1'0", 
terniD. 1M..., ha4t ..~ 4••11t.1aft ...... \he ...... 
...... 66, 1Ih1_ 1_ 1'I'OIl Fl.:STOI4 to ~>N'fl PIDl (~) to a junetu.re 
1I1fib lou.. 12 a' t. lIIIA (U02) ... tho priae1pal lIaJiplJ' rout.e. 
ao.w 12, Whilt& 1.. t.. LUCCA _ ll.\GII al L~C4. to LA LDIA to JI,iI. 
TAlGII ()906), ..... it. .... SA ....1... ca-l1Uau ..,...... 
a ,.... 'blMk .". the ...,., ...,. -.lJ .. JMp 'l'af.t'le ,... lUGHl 
)1 LUCC.l\ to LA l.IM4. IenAte 6629 .. &1_ .,. onl..1 \0 -1_., \rat!le. 
The I'N4 ,.. Wt-'TICA.·l'UlI ~ LA LDU. .. 1....-*t1... k ....l1t.ion•• 
Tbeft ....... no ot._ I'MtIII t.o \be MI'tib el toM URI JI WCC4 - C4Mrt 
nz%OlO llM _4 oral.Y a t. cU.tt1Rl.t. -.1e t.raUa. To the ...t and 
...~ ot Ioate 12 ,... L. LIlIA t.o .)I;;ft'AlVlI t.Mre .......... • t 
.-t.aiAa wh1t1h .... Jft,4It1Ml.l;r 1.....eaDl.•• 

S. 'lbe 'uk '0.... ;.)M~....... loc1oallt 41:t1.arue iIlt.o 3 .... 

• "\oN.S 
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-'7 the 2S "et.1II&••hieb ... tM ito.......,. of .. Po... 4S ... 'faR
rONe 92, .... 4 bolD... OIl t.be r.l&bt "'7 tile __t.aia r14p tNa M. 
GOMlTO to M. CWOI (3101.) .ad to t.be b1ata ..... n 01 U LW 
(4102). 

the left :; t!'.!:t:fa°:U::~.!'i .l'tlHJ'tE._-=~G~ 
(.1i04) .. t.he bi&ia an-ci IW 01 LA Llii4 ........ oa ~ r1&h' 
bl t.be __t.a1a riAle tJroa M. jPIOO1.DlO (4309) to M. aIDuo' (4706) 
to M. OlUlGJ4 (500S). 

. o. D\. 1ft! or ~ilitUAO ~ _.dod en t.M let.t "'7 
t.... SPIQOLIIO - 40.'4....~ldp aM. boUllded OIl t.he 
r1abt. "'7 \ho BIP - ,.. 'oreo 4S MIIacIaI7. 

6. If Cor,. again pl"ot'i1ie4 !uk lor.. H~ with u. 
Iftgin..r otlio... .ad aFboto Int....,...t...1oa ott1oe... !he operat-lone 
.eet.101l tJd,e tiM <li4 not pro.... a4Id1Uoaal off1eera 01' .a.W 
_ lMt. .nNW aD ~ ot per...el D, --Pal tbtl .s.2 .. S-3 
...t,1•• eo that t.he ........ of either ...t.1oJa .... aft1.laltle for 
work in the ot.her aection. 1IheD eon41t.1oIle 1'Oq\I1rM. 

7~ '!he iDit,1al JI1aaioa of elt..tine t.be relief of t.he Brit.1ab 
47 Lu u.cl 7. L4A Ia&'eent.a .... Des- on' ......... 1944 •• t.be 
,. tAl. OIl tho r1Pt of tho _t......t...... Nl1__ "'7 tho 434 AU. 
BD wb1eb bad. __ cle~ trca 'uk Po.... 92 ....t ....... to !uk 
Foree 4' on. , ••.-.__ 1t-W.. 1ba U4 AU • &Uri.... SPIGII.... 
(4.'J03),,_lIAi1$C4 (.,00) .. Pi.AICHI (5201) ... POITVITU (504J9) ... _1>
....U7 OasuaA (SOOJ), nzwm. (4lO') •• LA. LIM4 (4lO2). It, 
alM t.oo.k CWfW ~ ,...1 ot t.he ...... ,.. J»rlUWA. ('909) to 
CAIIR> nuoa> (.999) •• 1'1Poa LA LIlIA (4102) '- OOCClGLU (3299).
!ho .'1dreraft 1116'., (tour .so -.lit......i .. pH __tM _ aD 
........ balt-t.raek), ......... 'ftIt7 .n..t.l..q _ t.__ ,.trola. 
Tho .6'e ... al.. po.......t. OlWlOI4, ....... aM tJae L4 I.DU 'br:t.4&o, 
..... t...... loNldUle 11ft ................ &oM IRIPJIOI't tor tao Sa
taat.r7 ...,.... "''-' 0 01 tile U4 4M ..... ~l'fl."'" lD C4IIPOnzmao .... it. •• bold .. ,_ ....... ~. 


8. Oa 9 lo-nabor 1944, the lU Bat.'...,. 01 \he )9 LU .,.... to 
BADNI 01 LUCC4 ...tol' _ tho left wa.. l' ...u..... tbe 4'1 L44. !be 
4'1 LA.A .4 t.ho 14 LU ..... t.taoa ...... ,... the ..... \0 ......., 
loeatl... 
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,. On 9 !cn=b= l~, tn. Brit.1. 71 HAA '46'-=-\ .... pl~ 
\1114.. the ......aUooal eont."l 01 'faak , ..... 4, \0 prori<» arUU...,. 
~rort.. 'ftt.!e e!t relieYed the ao BU lec!=st 1Ih1eb woe &leo bee 
1n& a..aDd... '!he 71 BAA h&4i 24 aat.1a1r..an I'1naa .f l.7..:1.1ber. 
I!&-ht. .... .1t.d in t.he Bi4lI1 1)1 LWC", a..... 12 !..". t,he .i!I M4iC&J.,O 
&n& and tovr aubMq-tJ.7 1ft t.he fOIm.4 TiCUI U'M. 'DIe Br1Ua 
al_ aadt &yailMl. U Troo, 01 tha ~ tA4 \0 .. \h.... 1_ how
1t..... trhi.1b we,.. .1te4 1ft th_ .iPlG)IAI..... (430'). 

10. o.&r1n& t.hl- 1n1t.i&l. period, pat..rol.t ade ftO _-., eont.&ot. 
but. Tw 'orete troopt t.ook 9 Boabe tl.aertera aad appnh_ded .........u 
eo..., &I_W. The ag.,.w .........11, apot.Md b7 t.be1r pH alot.hea 
.4 a.... tbe1r pON..l_ of lara .... of .....ct t.heir DOD
1eeal d1ai..t.. cU-aD1.n1eP1,~.. bID 00";' a1de4 gNat.l,1n 
th1a work. 

ll. .....,t"'0t.100 ot ..n....olom ro&4II uut Dridg..... &lao 
&1~ h1cb prior1\J. .ioM 300 .. 400 looal ltaH.a .... reeru.1t.e4 
., the , ..II: 'oree 1n&1.DMr .. pai ~ io work fl1U'\11n uel 'buU" 
1a& buk lJt; t.be preat. 'bl....i. 1Ib1oh the ..t.1nlou M_ bM ...... 
at. Ol"lt.l-..l po1a'e OIl \be .,..t.a1Iae1d1 I'H48. Tbe 101'10'- 1l\g1naer 
1... • a.J.l-dDser wb11h a1<led cnat.l7 in t.be work .t aueh of the 
Nb1dl4ti.D& ~ tbe _, ....el1Il. -NDl"f _a, iAYol'riDc tlit1ft, 
ro_ -lab t.o ro_ elaD tor a helpt of 20 t.o )0 t.... .. t.b.&t. t .. 
1-.1 of t.M MIt1O" road. oould .......t.&DU.bed. bNll.t. t1Jlberl
.. br1ct&.. w1~ eanhllI' l&1d at.oae _t.t.r........... 61.. bailt 1n 
aUl'pl'1a1acl.J ellon t.WN DJ \be 100&1........ C. loa.... 6629 .... 
.. ri.U' ......1ac ..... PI4C(.'HIA (5201) •• VI-U7 ..... te pend.t. 
......, 01 ......, 'be !aM Po.... _ill....~............inc -" 

..... \be raUloa4 J'O"t.e _<1 ,he I'&1lne.4 bri.cIp. 'ftd.. l.»JPt.U ..... 
q1d.rM ~ • .1' ,- .u...f "ruk aM ..... t.hroqII i .. loq \a
ula ..t. 1\ ~ an .....n.", aJ.l ...th.. rotA tor Vae -...n..t. 
w..tn... Ita. 1'\a1l..- .... aklUfal. uul .....l_\:1ou ....... 
Ita.,- ....... OM Mal .. 4&7 and. ....... 60 .... ao 1.i.N .. cIq.. !h4Q' 
..u..W4 -&I'll .... -1D1Ac at. 4eal.cnaW po!.aM 1a ~ in wbi.ebt.b.,. 11.......... ~ 1.0 tb" _n 1t7 U '"* dPlYtft. !be.. 

Vi...... &1_ baaled loaal "* ... t,i.aJNr:I.aa aee4M ,.. ...at..,..Uoa. 
B..... 10 Ul4 ~ ot \b.a ..... k.,t. GOIIt.~ 1Iu7 Oft UUa ....11D-· 
a.i.. 

12. Oloa.. eoat..a.t. wit.h toh. P......l .... OIl Ute ricbi t'lAak ... 
&1.. ..t.&bl1allM at w. ta.. Geenl. Jut.l"., h1aMl.t, in.ftlled 
to LlZl.A.NO BILYI1JIU (112) to 1A'-Y1w a..-al ....... 1...... ot 
.... 400 to 500 P&J't.u.u who .....t.1.. It... t.h.1a tI\1...... 
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plan ot General CrittenDerger, the Corps OOJUlallder, to poi.. a 
threat to the Boob. posit.ion in the M. MLV&OF..aI sector and the.. 
Partisans "ere to proTe u.seM. 

13. The developaent ot the light sector becaa. a po.sibility 
on 11 Nov_ber 1944, when the 2 Al':fIOred Groll, aDd the 43' AU Bn 
were releaaed tl'Olll. Task Foroe 92 to Tuk , .... 45. This veteran 
&I"IlONd group W&8 ..sign_ the aission ot d....10p1ng the Right 
seotor with the 435 ""')\ an an<i a oontinaent of Parti8ana wbich 
Taried between 200 and 400. VIDICIA.TIOO (S013), LIZZANO (5ll2). 
CAdTJ&LLUCClO (5411) and PIANACCIO (!'OlO) were garriaoned. Many 
strongpoints ware e.tab1ishecl, ... unned oT AMrioans, 8O.IU by 
Aa.rioans and Partisans, SOJae b1 fartiaans alone. Th. fir.. of 
all were IOOrd1n&t.ed. The Task Foroe lng1neer, thi. t1m.e w1th 
the help ot the looal 1Y Corps 00 ollioar, again HONited ltal
iaDS to r.p&ir the roads and. bridge.. Roads passable oaly to Je. 
be.- ",88abl. to tank., and. traUs paaa&ble to onl7 mule., be
CaM passable to j ..ps. 

14. »ea.nt1ae, t.he Center aector b.oaM acti..... This sector .. 
atrongpointe4. at ONTONI (3806), JE.;,iTAlORE (3906), CUTIGLIJd40 (4006), 
VIZZANETTA (4105) an• ..iFIGNANA (4303) I with r.a."e. at LA LIJ4.! 
(4102). On 13 loY .... 1944, the Britiah troop. at. ONTONI, tmgag.cl 
20 to 30 ot the Hun operating in the vioinitT ot FRANCIA. (3707), 
wbl1. troops at cunOLWO (4006) oluh.4 wit.h It. Boohe patrol ot 
1; men wearing wh1te Ga,.. rue ••eaed to coniUm earlier report. 
tb.&t el_enta ot the German 232 lntant.J7 D1...1aion, whiGh had been 
hold1Ag the a..tor, bad. _en replaMd. by hiP.. quaUt7 mount.t.:Ln 
troop. of 4 Battallon, ..... Upin. baa-t.. Sporadio en.., 11ght 
&rt.1ll8l"1 tin alao began be1ng reo.Ted. in the Tid.n1t7 ot CUTI
GLIANO. On 16 10'1'..0.. 1944, the aortal" platoon of the 434 AAA 
En .,...ed up to support the Briti.h at CUTlGLlAlO ANl) JIISrUOIE. 

15. Th. Boche .IIIOWlta1n trooptl atNek ONTONl in the earl.1 m0rn
ing of 17 Novoaber 1944. About 40 to 60 ot tb. en..,- opened up on 
the, toa with ...ohin. gtm. and rifl. grea4e...t a.1Dout. 0It00A.. At 
the .... t!aeth. Britiah outpoat at PRAlOI! (3707) .... heaYilT 8ft
gaged. and. eut ott tl"Oll the JI&iD boq at. aNTONI. 'lbe.lHll at t.bia 
out.poat cont.inued re8i.tan•• until all .....lt1011 .. gone when the 
Boob. olosed in, taking .1gbt prison... aIl4 IN.-dn, t.hrM Britlsh 
wounc:t.d. alut one dead. 'l'he Hun w1thd:rn about. 06e0A. wit.n Nported 
....ualti•• ot t.he1r 0_ ot .3 killed. and S wounclecl. '.lb. a... dq t .. 
Briti_ apP"ehenMd t. 'UpeotM .,utlll' acent. in thia Tieinlt 7. 
NOT-.ber 18 t.h. troop at ONTONI .. n:in1'oroed. with Briti.h G 'l'rooJ; 
240 Bat.tery, 39 LM. 
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16. The Task Force line on t.he Left He 1JD.proyed 17 HOYflIIlber 
1944 wh_ the British H Troop of the 240 Battel7 strongpointecl 
O.3TA (3299) and plaoed outposts on the high grouncl forward and to 
either nank ot the town. 

17. During thilil period, the Right s,actol" had remained quiet 
with our troops organising their positions and aoti.,.e17 patrolling, 
partlcula.rly in the M. BELVEDERE region (5217). lIoderate en81117 
artiUe!'7 tire ot .edium oaliber had been. int.ra1tt81lt1y re• .tyecl. 

V, 'l'HE A'l'TACK ON 14, BELEVEDERE. 

1. On 18 Noyeaber 1944, IV Corps issued Opera.tions InstruotiClls 
No. 6S whiGh attached the following additional troop! to Task Force 
45: 

2 an, 370 Infant17 (colored) 
3 BIl, 6 Infantry (BBF) 
Ren Troop, 1 Infantry 'DiTision (BEl") 
Hq &: Hq Co, 7'1 Tank Bn (-assault guns) 

B Co, 751 Tank En 

n Co, 751 Tank En (-2 Platoons) 


4i~ir. Orew., 62 ;.:ligna! Bn 


and pla.ced in direct sumo ot Ta.ak Force 45: 
2 Cos J 1108 Engineer (0) Group 
68 Armored Field Artillery an. 

The boWldarl between Task Force 45 &n.d the BU Was alao changed to 
a line trOil 

"a point on existing boWlda.ry at 560040 
to 594086; then along 11 side ot H1ghW&7 
€4 to 626188 J then NIJf to 600210 to 5802 
29 to 550244;" 

and Task Force 45 was assigned. the following ad••ion1

(a) Denl)1. B.SLVEl)iRE (523176) Riag. to the en.,., 
capture and hold it. CAdTELLO (567192) - M. DIU.A 'l'ORRAOIA ("9203) 
lL. TERMINAtE ana. 

(b) Be prepared to release to parent unit all Brazilian 
troops on 4$-hour noti.. on capture ot obje.tiT••• 

http:boWlda.ry


2. The nnly attached units were further attached to 2 

~lmor.d Group, together with the tollo.r.r&g urdta which IV Corps 

a.ttaohed on 19 and 21 of NO'Y~r 1944: 


Ron Co (-1 Flatoon), 894 Tank DelStroyer in 
1 Platoon, D Co, 13 Ta.."1k Bn 
00 A (-1 Flatool)\ 894 Tank a.St.roTv Btl. 

The 2 Armored Group w.s to r~e the prinoipal effort direot.ed by 

Corps. 


3. Patrolling was now intensified and frequent contaot. and 
fire fights resulted. One 2O-m&n A.IIlerican and Partisan patrol of 
the 435 AU an clashed with a strong part7 of the Hun at '~U,~CIOLA 
(5116) on 21 NOT_ber 1944. 'ihen our patrol withdrew nine 8118111 
dea.d and a. large numbv of wounc:led had. been obaened. Our patrol 
Buttve. two kUled and one wouncled. Hun shelUng in.,......d. 
EnginHl' work on the JIIJ.A-LIZZANO (5814-511.3) roa.d. was pushed eo 

: that supporting armor could be brought up. 

4. Neoeasary regrouping and prep&ration in the 2 Armored 

Group aector was completed on 2.3 November 1944. 


(s.) 4~; AM 1m was on the left, based at VIDIC!,i.'1'ICO 
anet LIZZl\NO an supporteu by 


200 Partisans 

1 Platoon ot medilirl tanka 

1 Platoon of light tanka 

1 fl&toon ot Tank Destroyer8 

Ron Co (-1 I'1atoon), 894 Tank .Destroyer &1. 


Its mission wa.s to t&ka:!UmCIOLA (5116), OORONA (5117) _4 M. 

BELVEDERE (,217). 


(b) 2 &1, 370 Inrtntr~ was in the center, with OP at GAGGlO 
MONTANA (5516), and supported '1 


1 Flatoon of medium tanka 

1 Platoon ot light tanks 

D.tachment of },.'ulea. 


Its misdon was to take the high ground in the 'f'1oinity ot)l. DELLA 
'l'ORRACI.\ (5520) and lil. T3IWlNALi (5(21). 

(0) J En. 6 Hfantry 3iviJion tB3F} was on the right. with 
& base at BOlmIANit t3ih ) andsupported ,. 


1 Platoon ot .ediwa tanka 

1 Platoon ot tank ciestro,.... 

Engine.. .rrlne-cle&ring detaohMnt. 


Its mission wa.s to take th~ tdgh ground in the noWt,. ot M. 

CA;)TILLC (,619). 
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(d) iE JO. 1 Infaetry ptn810n (BIF) waa in group 
res.rYe vicinity- ° faRETTA TEIUiI 5811). 

(e) 1 Bn, 1 lnfantrl Divi8ioo (BEl) was in Corp. reserYe 
in the vicinity of 575083. 

S. At o600A on 24 November 1944, the thr.. battalions jumped 
off for their objectives. The weather wa,s oloud1 and misty whiah 
pr....ent.d &nti.lpat~ air IIUpport and limited artUlery ob.ervatiOQ. 
Bf evening, the left flank had been pushed forward considerabl" 
progress had been made in the oenter and stift resiata.noe was being 
..et on the right: 

(a) 4~~ ~ an took. :;jUiRCIOLA (5116) by earl, afternoon 
and CORONa (Slr 1 dark. .itift resistance had been .et and oas
ualties had been incurred. froJl Hun macahille guna, aorta.rs and small 
&rJD8. 'nle Partisans had fought sp1endiclly. FourtHn prisoners 
were taken. Progress on the K. BILVEOERE slopes had alao been .made. 
The battalion line ran roughl, fram 4991S9 to 509167 to 517178 to 
527171 to 534166. 

. (b).2 &. 3~ In1anti reached a line from. 542178 to 
550170 to 570185 &Dd gan to g in. Mortar and 8./1&11 &1'I1S fire 
W&.li beginning to be reoeived, particul&rlT in the vioinity of 
573183. 

(c) J:an. 6Inlantrl DiYt:!kn )Bfl? r •••1YlQfd he• .,)' machine 
gun and mortar fire. Th. oClllllland 0 s supporting armor was 
disabled by aine.. By noon" the Brasillana had been forced to drop 
baole to their line ot departure tor reorgani.llaUon. 

(d) OYer 2000 rounds ot triendl1 artillery waa fired 
during this first 24-hour period of the attack. 

6. At midnight the Boche launched a oounter-attaek against 
CORONA (5117). '!he atta.ok waa in oomP8A7 .tl"Mgth and. the Hun 
screaaed. as he charged. Later reports ind.1oated. that the.e Boobe, 
lIl_bers of the 1 en, 1043 litantZ'1 of the 232 Infantrr Din.ion 
were inoited to their enthus1.aa by the well-known Captain Straube 
whoae ambitiona tor promotion at1llulatecl him. to urge on hi. men 
from. behind with a pistol and a hanlt grcwIe. The attack was broken 
up b)' concentrate4 tire fro.. sJl&l.l a.l"IU &nd tanka. Fourteen Super
m.en .ere taken prisoners, 8ix were kU1ed and t.en wounded. 
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(&) 4.), J,';k4 Hn ~h.,l t.'.~. ereolt. of !d. B.la. V .C' Againat 
4m.rq ~ &nlii, IMOb1ne v.m &n<1 U'tl1leJ')' tin. The)' .iuf,. in and 
i.ilind begiin org4litl1dne U.dr ~oalt.ion•• 

(0; 2. f£t~70 W.rr\tz .,lYaronoed ~&in.t light OHoolt.lorul 
t.o lrI\ Un. tl'O/.'A 5 (. . to 5401e2 to W185. Toward ..en.1ng, hOW8Yol" t 
t.he Hun bepn 1nt.en.Uy~ hl. -...ll~<$ .and. mortar tire. 

(OJ J lfl!, 6 lei'S\tl ;2AW&!9m!} &6&1a _10 io1.Gt\..... 
.., •••,U,...rm. t III&Ohin. gun IiiIld .1IOI"'\ar • 81 .n..1"DOQft thoy 
lad aUY40tu,.d to oil lin. Abolrt. J..n CA (S7718l) which rflll niugb1.v £ro.ra 
;12178 to 574188 to 585185. wit.h Uk. ) ilat.COIl ot ~ Co, 694 'r~1 1m 
on the right. at 59'193. 5'1 .Yenin, 1.nore....d Beebe mort.&r 11re 
It.tId ad·Jed uvWllt.l.. l"e:tllil'ed .. furttter .hort. w1 t.b..lrawal. t.o tn. 
rl.i,. line 8O\lth or CU·Jf!;!.L,,, (5718). 

(d) iurint\', t..M.4Il 24-hour f,o..rioJ, trl'*fl<U.1 uWler'T had 
aga1n fuM in uo••• ot 20(;() rounda d••rit.. t.he lJ.a1.....d. obterTatl(,\n 
oocaa1c.n.~1 by the b4d .....t.n..... 

8. 'l"here 8.;1;-$ f,O Ct:Jlf'if',Ze on the 2 Amored Group right and lett 
tlw on 26 Nov8lllllber 1944, bu.t tho Boobo on th!o daI' aubJ.cLed. t.he 
e..."'" of tdl. line too int.an.. 1IOM..t.r Mid artUlery tire. The.2 Bn, 
370 Infant.r;r ... toru'1 teJ tall baok to A liMwhioh ra.n I"Cllghll 
from. '38176 to 54217~- .to 546118. To bu1w.al"k thi8 ...tor, t.helton 
l'ruo*" 1 Infa.nt.r1 'Uviaion (fH:l'") w..- "}laoe::l u Group NHrre by 
1 an, 1 It'&ntr1J1Tbl...1ft~n:;r·) whioFi t!I.O'Yed to G;~,GG!~_ !.'i~:~~·I'rJ<~r ('516). 

9. 1ft 1..~••veni.tl~; of 26 };o'Y• .k#er 1944, IV Corra, b)' (; eratit)fiiS 
Xn$t.ruct.1Qtla No. 70, Q~·~.·i theB:;J:..45 rdk fOrM bounda.17 to .. 
liM 

"l'rotl It. ~.lJlt 00 trHent bound.u7 at 
6.3...:1.80 Jtlong at,.... t.o 602194 t.o Hill 
756 (;9)200) too H.Ul 788 ('79208) to 
H111 m ('7021)," 

Mlj :r~lifW.d J i.rl, 6 Want.., (ua) and 1. En, 1 Iatl1l'lw-1 (Ski}') t 
):,1u.. platoon of ,.41U1\ t.anka 6Ild \be pl&t.ocQ 01 t.uk deAN),,". 
in .""port of th••• unit., t-"lC &t.~t. to r... 11Or. 45. nle 
MOtor of " fi\ntcr9tt GroUt> now eonrec:l 0Al¥ the aaba..t.lon ot l..3~ 
,l,,,,,,, an and ;2 an" 31C IntlUltrl. 
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..."'. Ln. DOane now. on t.ne a1'ternoon of 26 1O'f'e&ber 1944.. GOD
oentrat.ecl sao rounds 01 JIOrtar on the town ot CCfiOlA (Sl17)in \be 
43' AAA in .eotor. ParUaau &leo "DOrtecl aoaa .n.......lna 11'1 
ROCCA CORNETA (4917) on Zl Ioy"'r ~cl '" trl.ncl17 a.rtUl.1'7 toT 
was plaoecl on the town wtdeh terainatecl tbe aotll'lt7. n Corp' 
on thia elate proviclecl Tuk FOrM 45 with an additional plateoD. ot
_cU.,. tank. amcl '" platoon ot 11&ht taM.. C I&tt.1'7 ot the J.J4 
It.AA 8n waa &lao cUr.etecl to pro...cl a8 reee". t:o the 43S AU Bn 
1I.0tor on 29 Noyember 1944. 

11. On the nilht ot 28 NOY_ber 1944, the en..,. launohecl a. 
batt.al1on-atr'nath counter-atta.k in the 435 AM Bn ••ctor. At 
the t1ae the troopa of th. 435 AAA In w.r. rouchl.7 di8potecl u 
1'011..:

I 

I 


'lb. eneay liChtlT .b.ll.d CORONA a.ncl M. BELVWERE cluriDa th. d.q. 
Then at l6itOiL a TOT ot ~ rOWlda was pla.ced on CCRON;:... fbi. 
oo11ap"cl a. torward .tronapoint and 1'I1.pecl out soa. )0 of our .'n. 
'lbe .n-.r th.n a.ttack.el in two-comp&DJ atrenath oy.r the VALPIAWO 
ridge inte the town of CCftOILA. At the a... t1..M two companl •• 
l&unchecl an a.ttack OIl the M. BELVEDERE posltion. ot 8 Batt'17. 
B Battll7 toupt Wlt.U lack of &llllll.unition for..d. a wtt.bclr&wal. to 
.~UERCIOLA at l700A. C Batt.1'7 contiu~d to 'Da...' the en..,. untU 
29Ol3OA wh.n dan,er of an en..,. outfiankina infiltration r.quiHcl 
a wit.hclrawal to ·~UERCIOLA. D Batt.ry tont1mlecl to 'neap the .n
•• \II1t,U 2.300A when hea"1' ea.8Ualti" (70 kill.. and 1I1"1nI) and 
the cl••truOtiOll of thr.. of their IU.pport.iq tak. requir.d th.ir 
111. thd.rural.~ D Batt.r,. wi their.. to VmICIATICO &114 C Batt..,., 
434 AM In Was moy.d to tb. ~UERCIOLA trontl.1ae. 'lb. en..., .... 
plOTH three Mark IV Tanka &Del one ••It-propellecl CUll in th. CORON! 
attaok and fihc,M.d remarkable 8k1ll in tntUtratlDc 1nfantJ7MD with 
fau.t-patrone. (baaoeku) within oloM rane' ot ow tiftk. where 
d..... ooald be infliotecl. Dur1rlc tIli. acUon there ""&1 no ebang. 
1n the po.1t1ou .t 2 In. of the :'10 Infant.,.. 

12. It mould be not.cl that. dur1na the IIlt1n BELYIDDE op.ra
t.1oI18, the Parti.aDl toucht alde b, ald. with OU' troop. aDd exhibit.
.d equal owrap ana detendn&tlon in 41&1"1"Tifta out. tbe11" ai••lon. 
h operatlon endM with a .trona, aut.ual relpeof. and. admiratlon 
ex1at1n& betw••n thee. Ita.liJul yolunteer. and ov own aerioan troop•• 
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1). i)'tlrL'1g t.he BELVEDEli.E operat.ion.;, the Gent.ral &!''1d left 
$ectors ot Task Force 45 had not been ...ithout "tiY1t,. On 20 

~:::::r(;=~ :~ ::~i~Z~Ew::(t:·!n~t::r;;P!! :~';;:~ag" 

&.'ld d.w1yon ctt. On 21 Noycu;ber 1944, the en., retu.-ncd. to ORLA.'100 
to linipe at our JidTaIOliE positions. Our mortara ail_oed them. 
On 24 \·r~o'V-.ber 1944, a 1?-lU.'l en.,. patrol oJ..~&ting 1.'1 t,he &r1l& of 
ON'I"QIU 09(6) ...,aa engaged wit.h 8JD&l.l. ~ and JIIOrtar tire and .forced 
towithdra.... i\ga.1n on 28, 29 alui 30 our troo,. olashed with eruuq 
patrou at HAN DI N(jVELLO (3508) and 365077 and 375076. 'lbe enelq 
...... forced to ...ithdraw on all t.h.ree OCG..iOM. On 30 NoY_'ber 1944, 
the en&J aent ,. amall patrol to CUTIGUARO (4006) in the early 
IIOming but it wa,s disco'Yered and ...ithdreW with one eaaU&lt,. Brit
iah patrols to li)NT~ATi.;)I (2702) north ot BAGNI !)l LUCCA, contin
ued to Noei'Ye reports ot e.n.aq patJaols in the area aDd on 29 No'Y"'81' 1944, theT engaged &Il aleJl1 patrol within the town an4 inniot
ed. a.eral ouuaJ.tlea. 

14. The British u sUiJport11'lg artillery continued to fire an 
a'Y.rage ot 500 rouncla in the lett and o_ter sectors and the eDam;, 
replied sporadioally. J .... entT rounds of 8nu,J light artill.ry .... 
reoeived in the vic1nlt,. of OUTIGUARO during the noon hour on 23 
10vMber 1944 but no damage was inflioted. On 30 November 1944, 
B Troop ot the 209 Battery of the 73 BAA with it. tour 3.7 AA rifles, 
wa.S fDOved to the right sElotor to auppl_ent the fire ot the 68 
Armored Field Art-iller,. Battalion. While the British 3.7 gun did 
not tire a.a large a proJeotile &s the lO5auDhowitser of the 6S 
Armored 1ie1ei Artillery Bn, it had. greater lange and airburats could 
be _ployed. 

1. On 1 December 1944, Colonel Gerald G. Gibbe, who bad b.. 
Taak torce exeouti'Ye, suoo..decl to the command ot the Task For.., 
Brigadier General Paul':. Butledge haTing pro..e4ecl on that date to 
the United Statea to asaume a ne. eo..,"4. 

2. The right sector no... eontinued. quite tor .....era! daTa. 
Patrols ware act.i'Y. and ma.de ell..., oontaot.s on 3, 4, 5 anel 7 Deo_81' 1944 but no friendly oaaUAltie...... l'Mei.eel, one 8Il8I\f 
sentry .....8 killed.. En.., artille1'7 waa aporacl1. and our 01111 art.11
10r1 ...as on .. reduced aoale. 

~! 
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3. Relative quiet also prevailed in the BNGNI DI LUCCA and 
CUTIGl.IciliO - .jl'l:.J'r",IONE sectors. Our pat-role inorea.ed in t.he depth 
ot their penetrations into Boohe area but few oontaots were made. 
Ten en~ deserters were picked up on 7 o.o.er 1944 and. others 
Were taken from time to tilu. It appeU"84 that the A\O\U1tain troopa 
of 4 Bn of the Meer Alpine Regiment had now been replaoedDY the 
10MI' quallt1 troops of the 232 rusilier an ot the 232. Infantry 
Division. Imemy &gents were &lso apPNhen<le4 from time to time. 

4. The 900 .UA (AW) in (Yob) .&8 attacheG1 to the Task Force 
on 6 December 1944. It bad had 8.,.eraJ. .eeks infantr1 training in 
t.he II Corps seotor and walii a fresh and rested unit. It relieved 
the 435 AAA Btl in the VrnCII+.TlOO - LIZZANO area during the night 
8-9 December 1944. 'lbe 435 AM 1m th.n reY'erted to Fifth Ana1 eon
trol and lett for a rest area. 

5. The 900 AAA Bn readily adapted itself to the infantr1 role. 
:~Ur:.'RCIOU, VIDICIATlCO, LIZZANO and PIANACCIO continued to be held 
in strength. New outposts were established to provide maxSmu 
crossfire and an elaborate system. of cOJlllllunioations, permitting in
stant call for supporting mortar and artUlery fire was established. 
Ii.&xim.WIl U3e W&S made of Partisan. and confident reconnaiaaance patrola 
sli,;:,'.d through en...., min.rie11s and wire entanglements to looate Hun 
outposta. CAdACCIA (5216) W&~ alBO strongpointed. 

6. Aotive patrolling by 2 Bn, 370 Infantry waB also continued 
iuring this ~riod. Two patrols on 11 ilecember 1944 enge.ged the 
Hache in the vicinit1 of 543186 and. ;32175 and kUled two of th_. 
The Hun maintained 1Il0dera.te artillery ahel.ling and. inten.e to mod
era.te mortar tire. particularly in the vicin1tl ot GAGGIO MONTANO 
(;516). , ' 

7. Germ&ll a.ttempts to infiltrate positions about GUTIGLIANO 
(4u06) on 11 o.o_b.r 1944, were disoOYered by o.o.e ot the Partisan: 
outposts at 0410A. In tbe ensuing tire tight the HWl employed 
grenade. anel Mchine pi8tols and at 0620.4 lind two nares whioh 
were lollowed by an en..., TOT 01 70 roucla OIl CUTIGLI.uJO. The 
Genaans then withdr... 

8. Th. Bra&iUans on 12 :Dec-.ber 1944 _d. a further att_pt 
to capture lie C.1...iTELLO (;619). 'the 2, Armored Group was instruoted 
a.t this time to stage strong diYersionary attaoka to support this 
eftort and to confuae the Hun. On the left of the 900 4AA Bn 
seotor armor was .I1loYed up and t~ d••troy..s at first light began 
hea.yUy shelling BOCHJ,...held BOCCA CORN&'l'A (4917) and the road lead.
ing to it from the North. At the .,WIle time .. patrol of 1 ottio.. 
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and }C enlisted .en ond. 1, :.rt.1aM8, suF,porte4 b,y Ito re••r.e tor.. 
of one orticer o.nd 15 enlisted. _. MeWed. rorwarc:l .ct 4ep1.opd &t>oalt. 
the f)outhern end of the towR. Our U-oop. opeae4 tire Oft 'be Hvn 
po_it-ion. wlt.h ..all &ra., _cb1ns g\U1II and r11'1. ,l"WUt4•• at 092;;'. 
!'he en..,. "plied with' 8IiQll arttls .u.nd _ohine ,una 6.f\Q. D¥ lO.30A 
had broucht up IIOr",r6 o.nd be,••flectiv. r.pat.rat1on. Our t.roopa 
th~ wi t.ftdrew under coyer of their CMIl aort.a.r ...nct t..k ~atro¥er 
tire. en tbe r1Pt or the 900 A"i\. Bn tront, .. patrol of aiaUW" 
atl'enctb was NOt. at the 8'" tas to CORONA (S1l7). 1h1 • .t.t.&ok 
••• preceded by little .rtill~ pr.par~tion ~d tbI Hun was G.uabt 
n~'pIn,. 81 WOO" our patrol bad penetrated to the northern ecl&. ot 
town, h6d t&ken J ot the en.., ~1.0A.r, kUle4 nine and woUAClecl "'. 
_ 0.1"_11 8laa _rtva .ere -.lao deet.roJ'ett With irenades. kt llJOA 
the Hun had reCO'f'ered frot? hI••utF,r1a. Wld. bepn &. tlan.kia& 1IOYe
&:mt bPi'ortecl by artlllery, aorwe and. trI"Chin. gUDS. Our troop. 
withdre. under cover ot trlendlT art.1llery ill\d a,IAoka. In this .... 
ppa-.t t.WO hMric6iJls <1&Nt t..hr.. Fu-tieQ1'ls were killed ii.lld. tw(' 
Aaerlo&nl dJ1d one Po.rtl...n "" wouncled. 

9. ..s rli.l"t or the ~Ute diyeralon, the 2 Bn, 370 Int&ntrJ, sent. 
a platoon-6tr6ngth p.trol &g~ln.t Scebe poeitiona in the Ylc1n1~ 01 
532169. l'be colored t.roops en«altW the tm-=1' wit.h usall aru Wid 
_ohine gun- from 0905.4 until 191511. at which tllle they withdrew -ita 
one kUled. 

10. 1'h. !hm maintained inter.lSt in the ~>i.~·liUOl:l~ -I.;:; ;<IGr.IANC 
eeator tlit.b liIOderate .rt.UlelT, pa.trolling lAd. anlpin& tr_ CA~;'!·i:l. 
D • en'lr-mc· (807). Cn 16 ).cvll1ber 1944, ., 7C>-man Parttau p.&trol 
under an ~eric&n otfioer .nd eoli,ted man proce.ded to tn.Jv1cin1tl 
or }j~":LC 09(9) where 1.t dirocted friend.l,J artillery tire 01 r..c11o on 
en4t8¥ ob.eryed. 1n !"1,,1.4. INArree (J808) end. rt!VOR::1T. ()708). CI1 1t. 
return en 17 December 1944, thi8 patrol enaaced & Oer-.n p&r~ ~d 
killed. one, wounded. two _4 o&ptV4t4 twe. 

ll. lbe boundary between 'd. 'oroe ~, Iftd tM B!Y .. e~ 
&t ()6O(h. on 17 Dec_ber 1944 b7 • IV Corpa Me....... or l' D..... 19l.4 
t.o 	.. 11ne 

14 from ... pcint or; t.he pr••ent 
hounduq At. SS1126, UOI\I 
ro.d to S~81J4, to K~ (52'140); 
t.hen alol\C tr..11 to S21154 to 
513111. 11 

At this time ul••ent.. of tb,. 900 ~'\M an lJina en the BU aide of the 
De1f boundar1 .ere rel1~.d bl tIM 8F~zU1&n. -. 2 1m, 310 Wan...,. 
wu rell••ed D1 tM W'!Y. 1M oolorecl t.roop. now :returaed. to 
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t.heir parent un!t the 92 Infantry Di...i.ion on the OO&llt. .tS&"{'"{'el7 C 
of the 434 AM :an W&8 aleo relieved of attaoha_t to the 900 AM Bn 
and ret.W'ned to CAino TI2ZOla) aa Taak Force reSerTe. 

",-.r~ \'''''-_~.l~_ .... L ___1_ .... .1.1: __ n.1_L.&.. __ ,_.L_~ .--. ____ ;1 ___ ... _ .... J:~ ___....1. .... ___ 

....,r.. uur;J.ug ,"fl. j.AIl";&'OQ "fl. !U.gnlo ••GloOF r.u&~eQ &Qlj,:.LTe 1JJ.",n 

patrol clashea and continuing ....1d__ of ellemJ aotlYlty. Sharp
shoot.ing, 'iiiiih tarJk d.6&ti'0161'& tiring trOOl .. hUl .-ale nor~ of 
VIOICl~'l"IOO .. was dev810ped at t.h18 t1ae. With a 2O-power scope 
oonstant.ly trained on knee points of 4memy &otlv1t7, the Hun ...... 
forced to ke.p under oo...er during daJlight houra tor a depth of 
f1ft ail.. behind hia liMa. 

13. A.U armor was r.U.....d ot Illreot attaohment to Task Foro. 
45 on 20 Decemb.r l~ but the 7'1 Tank an (-0 00 & 3 rlt. D Co) 

. with :2 P1at.oon, A. 00, 894 Tank Destroyer &1. attached., was left in 
d1not support ot tbe Taak 10ree and ma1nta1ned. all armor in the 
right sector. Two araor.d oar8 ot Ran Co, 894 'lank Destro7.r :an 
w.re alao "tt&ah.d to 107 4AA GroQP at this time to maintain the 
double road patrol trOll CAJlPO 'uzmRO (4909) to VENTURIN! ('908). 

14. 'J.'h.:2 Armored Group ... reli....ed fro. Task Feroe 45 at 
211.500A and JIOY.d 1roa the .eo\or to superviae infantry tra1niog 
ot t.he Brasili&na. Reaponaibility tor the Right -ector 'AS there
upon taken. OYeZ' Dr the 900 AA.A Bn and a La $alle Switch __ .etab
li.hGd at CA~TELLUOCIO (5411) to insure oomaunioatlona. 

15. Ruutora of & Boohe OhrllJtma.I otfen.lft in the JEdTAIONJl 
CUTIGLIANO ••ctor began ooming in .a the hol1daJa approaehed and 
on 22 Deo.o.. 1944., IV Corps reinforced. the Ta.k For•• with 
a ProT1sional Hea<lqu.rter. an<l CoapuU... A and. B of the 7SS Tank 
BD. 'l'b.... tanka deploy.<l throughout the Center .eotor and femon
atrat.d. by 1IO.__t &nd by t1r1ng at kD01IIl en.., po.itlona. Smok. 
was alao UIN to augelt ottenll...e br1d&e-bu.1l41ag tat_tiOGa. 
Patrol.l.1llg wall intensitled ud ...pu" aloA, the whole Talk 'orce 
troat. crltical poitlts on Bout •• 12 ud 66 and. the keT LA LIJIA 
brld&. Weft pr.par.d for d-.oUtiea anel a1n.a, trip n ...... azul win 
entaD,gl__ta wen &lao l&U. Oa.e 1,.... Boohe rAid1Ac party 111 the 
900 AM at area tripped a flare and wa. ~tel7 ...pt with Otll' 
own _chin. gun and aortar tlre. In the exehang. ot tin two of 
our men were wounded but the JIm prcaptlT witheir... 

16. ;jnow now began to pI'••ent a probl. to patrole but en., 

contaot ...as 1"aintained. In the S..,rAIOII-CUTIGLlAlO &1"Mj \_ 

partle\&la.rly-aougbt en.,- &Ientij war. appr.encle4 &D4 an AMrlcan 


- 2<) _ 

http:oonstant.ly
http:uur;J.ug


flyer who ha.d fallen far behind. the Ioehe Uaes w.. _ualed. 
through b.r PaPti8an•• 

17e On Christmas JIlOrn.1ng FARrISAHS led bT an ••I"ioan ott1""1 
soyed in the e_rly hours or the .orn1n& to position. around Bothe
held f'IAN!JINATICO (3908).. After directiD& artUl.,. fire on tab
.erTed ene., positions. theT entered the town ~ engaged the Hun. 
In the 3Q-arl.nut.e fire fight that followed, thq killed. two .r the 
en~, woQDded an undetermined nuaber of otber. aDd o.ptured thr••• 
'!bey then wi thdrew with tw. of their own men dead. and tbl"M wounded. 

18. Brl&adier Gener~ Lee S. Gerow (A••i.t4i.nt I)iviaion Co.
mander of the 85 Infantry D1vi.iOD) ...uaed ~d of Task For .. 
4~ at O600A on 2i Deo~.r 1944. At the 8'" time the 339 ReT 
of the 85 Infantry 'ivision was attaehed, haying elo..d on the 
,,;,aN L~r~c <LLO area (4201) at 27002,3A. 

19. The Hun at this t1_ was attacking down the SEhCHIO VALL1l.'Y 
1n the 92 Infantry Did,ion .eotOl" on the ri,llt. At the ••e tiae 
the threat of the rummored Boobe bol1~ ott.nsiy. in the SEST110lE
CUTIGLllNO ••ctor had not abateci. Nor w.. th. 8ituation on th. 
ri&bt nank in the VIDICIATICo-LIZZJ\NO <t.I'e& &n1' 1••• de11kW. It 
w•• il.ocordin&l;y determined not to ftalit the Jj9 ReT bu... bold 
th.. in reJerv. 80 their full w.ipt. mint b••ployed on ei thor 
the l.tt, cent.r or rig~~ .e.tor. &8 the 'hanling situation required. 

20. These veteran intantJ7'.lMn wr.. aaeordin&l1, not. put. inw 
the liAe but. were put. to work c.leY.lop1nl the exaell.nt deten.1ft 
pOlilitions on the high ground south ot OITOll aM SESTJilOOE QI'1 to 
line tr_ PI4t.NOO 070J) to FRASSINE'fTI 080S) to HUl 847 09(6) 
to CO'l'IGLIAlO (4006) tct LA CUCCOLA (U06). S.conQi&l7 det'en.. liD•• 
were al•• IUZ"Y.11td CIII1 the h1gh FOund runnirli froa north "I LA LIlIA 
(4002) te SPIGIAKA (4JOl). (A the ript .,o\Gr, position. _ ... like
wis. prepv.cl on the CASTELLUCIO ri•• (;411) wb1.h pI"OYicled All .:Ira
••U.nt holdi.na line. At t.he .... t1ae, del.aly. poaltlOD11 at ...... 
SILLA BRIDGE (SS14) 'and on h~&h ero" ....t of PCltRET'tA 'l'FlUl"I ..,.. 
thorollihlT reoon.nolt.er.d ao that t.be !aM FOl"oe ad.Pt be preparect 
in the annt. a ItrOOi en~ blow thnatoned. it. nank - ~. 11.cb'. 

21. In the BAOK1 D1 LUCCa .ector clerenal.. pod.tiona .... 8l1l"
ve;y.d on the hlah grf,Wld eut ot the t.ow:n aftd. & s.cond.ar.T poeltJ.ca 
wer.. r"omoiterecl at the riy.r DUTGW8 1Jl \be yieWV' of COCCIGLIA 
(3300). Detailed plan. tor apeecl1l.T roWor8iD1 an:r of tM tUe. 
aub.octol'll ot !uk For.. 4', in the neat of &Il 1M1n.n.t- ...,. .t.t.a.et. 
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.... c1rawn. P1au .er. &180 ...., u4 rout.e. rMoDaoluN4 tor a 
lounter-attaok in the nent ot a aurpr1s. at-t.aM 'b7 the INa in fIDT 
of the thr•• au'be..toH. 

22. Th. 339 RCT al.o d1epat.oh.. an aftr... of t.n patrol. a dJq'. 
Tb1. not only conditioned. the troopa and uqll&illt.e4 th_ ldVFth. 
t.erra1n, but ad4ed. to the • ....s.tr. 

2). Meutt.i, patrol. of t •• AA. ua1t8 r ...1De4 aoti•• 1I'l all 
...tore. Whll. SlOW iapeclK t_ troope in "., .ectiona, *1s act 
snowshoe. 'belan to be USM w1ta aoae 8Jd.ll. Minor ",...-_ta 111 til 
the • ...,. lont1Rued. At 023QA em 29 Dee..,.. 1944. a partT of the 
IWl, aiQed b7 wUcMntJ..t1ed 1ah.1_\8 01 0I'1'0II (1706), _rprle" 
a JrolUah outpoet at '7~ aDd. wltbdnw with aix pr18uure. OITaII 
wu next c1q ..,iOll&ted. of e1,,,,uu... <a 5 a.Dl 6 J-VU7 1945, patrol. 
of the 9CO A.AJ,. In .D«&led en..,. po81tloae at 502167 and 501l66 and, 
at the latter pod.t.ion, foreM a BOOM withdrawal. 

24. The 86 Mount.in Reca-at aoftc:t 1nto the Ta,k }i'orce ee.tor 
on the mlht of 8-9 JWlUat'J 1945. The 18t htt&lion r.U...... d tile 
900 AU. In on t.he richt. the 2cl Battali_ relined. el...at. of the 
39 LM and 434 .tuU Bn at ONTORl, SESTAIONlt, CUTIGLU.RO and VIUAlIETTA. 
1he 34 Battalion 1'.11 ..... 4 otMr ele.nt. of the 39 UA and 4J4 A.U 
Ia at B4G1I DI LUCCA, LA, LllfA, SAN iWtCELLO, JWmSO.. _4 ORSIOJA. 
All relief. occurred without inc1elent. The', W then 1lOY«l to 
PISTOU for diebanclaent whUe tlte 434 AAA In Mel the 900 AAA an --.,y
... to KOlTECAmI tor atHl••rei,OIl to WantrT, aloq witll the 2 Ar.r"ed. 
Oroup, 435 AU Be aacl 5)2 All ID. '1M 339 ReT &lao ..-eel fro. t_ 
...tor to rejoin 1t.. parent d1'Y1.1on on 9 JallUld7 19J.S. 

25. Br1,adier Genral Robin.on E. I>utf (A••ietant D1'Y111. 
Cc.aad.r of toM 10th liountaia D1y1.loa) took on.- ~..... • t !&ak 
'oree 45 OIl 9 JanUloZ7 1945. .. G-.It mel 0-, of tIM 10 ...tala 
D1y1.1_ alao took O'YV tbei.r ....peoU•• _U.. in taae Task For.. 
Heactquarter.. The 5 Mule Pa.* Ot...,. (IW 1M> wu .t.,..... 11 
JUlU.., 19l.S &Dt .nt..1"eel \b.......... 14 I • ..., 1945. 

26. The .nDlt&1D Veeps, ....~. ".t U'l"lftCl I .... .. uu.w 
Statee, 1".acl11r aoOOl104at.ecl t.ta.Ml.,.. to battle ..ad1t1.s. Patn1s 
- ... aareeelyel.r pu.....ep !.ate __ \err1t.o17. Gae aidId.Pt 
p.trol te PALAZZO (~1) Oft l' J • .., 1945, taU" toe t1M tbe _.., 
_cl puued on to O. PLCIlIO (5017) .en a .... "'pon w.. die...... 
'fbi ~r1o&D8 klUM a ••.,. lIben he Nt__ .. awr..... ur1 toek 
.tler tire ... 2J to 30 0..... ...... tna ...........te &t tM 
...ad of tbe t1r1Dc. Four ...tI&ltl.. "" iaruotecl on tJM 10.... 
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ll:hlR tlle _ .... I1lOrt.u r~ beCiliM elt_U.., tU __k1a ...,. 
.... "&Ok: ucl oalled tor It.ACl dJnct.4ld. b-l~ ..n..r tlN_ .. 
tMa witbdrew with two cdu&lt,s.e•• 

•1..7. Patl"()le to r.ocCa C~l'b. (4911), p~ (5110). ti. Si'lO.vLINO 
(420.5), HANSINArICO 0804l) and OOP~fTO (2&)1), sought. tift 
tlgbt.a Mel aot t.n.. lillie a.aualt.1ea .ere ineurred, uptri... wu 
rap.lcU.T &aine<!. 'I'IIe-d.&)' reconnalsa~ patrols on skis ud ...... 
were il1ao ••nt d••p into tlun t.rri to17 &nd. .uoh Wor.t1on .... p~" 

as. 'lb. a5 ~eOunt..w.1n R.,i.JJent ent..re4 t.he .ector and ....t.t...... 
to Ta.ak FoI"04I 4~ on .a January 194'- Ta. 1-i B&ttlf.llca HlJ.end. Co 
I or the 86 Woct.ain R,eg1aant. in ~bI BoACNI D1 LUOCA HOt.or. '1M 2 
ktUJ..ioa moved into tlh<t vio1ll1tJ- 01 }:RtJJmTtA (4396) to ..... in 
lurtMr tr..ininl and condiUon1n& a:ld the 34 """&l1oa aeYed 1;0 tM 
vicWt¥ or StLA ~oello .. 1.. P"Cl"ee " .......... 

~9. The !:loeb. on th- ri&ht. bad. been repeaWd.l.¥ atuaa ., t.be 
):*t.rol Ja.bb1.Da: of the 1 Bn of U.e 16 MountAin a.......t ana Oft the 
nl_ to 24-25 Jenuary 1945 he eoMucted & raid hi.all en _erlca 
poaitJ.ona at oiU'\PCIOLfi (5116). !be ru.itl w... preo'-d by en~ U'tU
le17 &ft..,. which one Hun part.,. ot five men and ...eaond part,1' .1 12 
_11 atkapt.M to infiltrate ta. AIIePloan. poliU...While t.MM 
.patrol. ..re beina encapt a t..b1rd II'O"P of Boohe mY_ in OIl i.b.e 
r1abt tit-. of the ....m-~I:'!ClA poa1t1ona ..... Wl1cte4 cuualtl•• 01 
ObI aw:l, four wovn4ed. a.nd one ad.-1rc. 'lb. Hun then wi. tl'rdNw ....,. 
coyer or h1a own artUlery. Blood iad.l~tAd one _...,. cuwtJ'. 

30:. lb. town ot}'((;NTs:nDA1'ESI (.c:7~) Oft tM lett. flank &beNe 
iMmu 01 LUCCA w..... t.rcl'llpo1ntAd with. NWc;roCMl 0Mp1lllT OQ 24
J-l.tiU7 1945. Th1e .fiva.nCMd tM 1.tt 11_ t.ppreo1abl.7 _4 , .... 
OUT patroll Ire..t.e, l'N\le. OM patrol fI'M tRi•••ctor ...... a 
part;r ot Doca. in t.he ",ieW.,. of 291069 OIl .16 .JU\1M7 1945. At... 
& -harp tue tipt, tov ot t.M ...., we,. tuM pri..... ....t.ber 
p&trol on the .... clq abot up 0erMft poe1U .....t. f4 PlaSD.nCO 
(.37901'). the kun replied wi... IIMbS.Ae plltola, ..-tar. ud .... 
art1ll.,. ht. no Iri-n4l7 0...&1 iUa ..........1.... 1M INa .utt..... 
flM Imc:JIrn clMd.. 

)1. ". 3 Bn, 8S JIounWa ~en\ ..elleft4 2 In, 86 IkNRhiR 
R.Pm~t 1Jl Ute $ESf~I(ff! - CtlTIGLI~ .,.e. on ;rr l&DUf'7' 1945. 1M 
.2 Bil of t.tHt 86 the,. 1IO'I'e<i to fIR"-ITT", (4)95) tor nat ..... vaW... 
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32. kjor General Geor,. F. H.,.. (Diyi.!oD. Cemtadv, 10 
Iounta1a Dbi.a1on) aSSWIled oo.au.n4 ot ra.. Foro. 4' at O6COA on 
28 J&nuar7 1945. At the aUle tiae H.adquart.rs aid Reaclquer1ier. 
COIIlPCUV', 10 Mountain Division, took WW' the cluUe. of He&dque.rtera 
Taak l'~orae 45 and H.a.aqw.rter. &DCi He6l.dquart.er. B&t~, 45 AAA 
Brigade mDY.d to LDiI£S'.£'R1i: (4400) to prepare for cl1abaDdaent. 

JJ. Jlajor General~;Ulia D. Crittaaberpr, IV Corpa Oommand..., 
on 12 Februar.r ~945, deoorateG Colon.l Ger&l4 G. Gibb8, 4J AAA 
Br1g&4e Co..an4ar with the lAaJ,oa ot lI.ri\ and, ai'te...--encl1D& 
t.a. -.1t., amounoec:l the cU..band_t cl1reoted b7 General Order••a. 
1', H.&d~. FUth ~." d..WCl 11 Febnal7 1945. 

34. Lieutenant General. LuoiUl I. 'l'ru"att, FUth 4ftq C0M&n4..., 
Oft the same date, iaaued the fellow1D1 ea..ati.: 

HE"D~UA.RTERS fU'11I ARMY 
,~ • P • 0 • #464, D.. S. AI'IIfT 

12 P'.brlliU'J 194J 

~U8JRCT: Coamendation. 

TO I 00"'IIII'1<ii1\l Officer, 45th Anti&1rcr.lt. Br1&&da, 
~. P. o. ~464, u. s. ~. 

1. Although the heatiqu.art.ere of the 4't.b Antiairer&.tt Bl-i&ade 
and .... 01 i til reu.1nin& uni..., ......... uncler 1fT oo.and tor but a 
bri.f tiM lMlore d.18'banclaeat utd. 4iT...ioD, to other t.a.ka, I _ .. 
learn_, thro1llh reoord. and repori.e., .t til. Ipleradl4 reo.. .f 
aeo~l1abmlmt of that 10..4. I ..11'. hen to BOte 1ta "'CBI
11__118 mel to express .,. adldJtatJ.oD tel' tile ..UkadSOI ....
in wtd.* it handl.cl eaG of tile .., cU.tt1ft1t ad 41......1fl.. \aMI 
au1&M4 to 1t clurlDc 1t. exlateDoe with the ruth ..",. 

2. I have heard -\ld..Dc tnat pl'a.1a. for the p..tOl"MftP 01 the 
MIl and orcanisatl.. of ,. 4JUl Aau..J.rent, Irip4e bo\llia \be1Jt 
_ tlainratt rol. aDd In .........tl_ .. a trollt 11M el....., ., 
the FUth Ar",. 1MT .t1aH\i.... at. aU u... t.aareqbout. all ., U. 
....ation. of th. Itall_ eeapdp 1A whi.... t.lMT p&l'U.4d.paW ill a 
h1&hlT .._ ....a., ..- Mid"......tabl. eontl"UNUon t.e tit. w..... 
dlt10u of tM Cout. Artll.lM7 C.,... well ....... ttl... fit tJae .., 
... a 1Ib.o1e. 
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J. I regret tl'Ut.t conditions htiv. ruae.$oitat.ed. t.be 1n&et.1v .... 
tion of such .. fin. cc.M&nd, but, I .. plKMd to h.... eo ._ of 1t.11 
perlonMl rv.-.1n within rUt.h AI"JQ' in otlwr un1t. lfMr. 1 1m.. t.M7 
will oarry on in the a._ outatanll1:n, I!IAIIDer that. baa CftU'aotel"1Hti 
their perfOMWlO•• in the pc.et. 

4. 1 oampla..nt you <l.Illd "or1 "".1' of the 45t.h Mt1&1.Ford't 
Brii4lde on 'lour envi~bl. record. of &obiftu.'lt. You b",ve e.:arn«l t.he 
"a~.t ot &ll wno Na.ve kfl(~"n lOU ..ad. M:I nc:. be r1,httu.ll7 proud 
of ... .100".11 done. 

All 115 t 1114 J. t3./ASIalb 
H..:;...O:U"R1'::fi.,;,;. i' nIH .,;{:,\Y, 0ff1ce ot t.M ~tbJ.rcruJ>t COIaMlCiar, 

(Rear), A.?(-,,!t464, U. S. ~, 1) ...oru.a..rr 194;. 

TO! 	 C~d1ng Officer, . 
45th .\M Srigii.de, A.l.C'. '404, U. S. Ani,,_ 
1. U:;«l the di.b....ndm.nt. ot th-J: 45t.b. Mtid.ror.,..ft. .II""tWe17 

Drisad.. and the 45th Antiairor&tt. hrUllU7 Operat.10118 Uet••-.stt., 
I w1aa to aclt.i a:y apprecl",t.1011 to t.he Anq Coa.,,"," CQII• .-...t.1on 
for the &da1rdoble ea.nd ,riAtit1in1 ~..f'OI"ll*QC. of the d1tt1cult and 
yaried. u8i&.nmente whtch were .0 8ucce••tull7 ctlJ.'Tie4 out • TOflr 
~nd. '!be 1fC)rk of the fTigade in t.he role ot d.1l"ect,1r\c OIlt:1
uroratt unit.e in lnfUltry .u.aa101l8 and ACtJ.Ac u .. d1vieiODal. 
btadqua.rt... hAs been outstanding and. 18 _11 cteaerv1n& of creat 
pru... 

.(. !t j.e wi th gre..t .seal .f pl.aur. t.::...t 1 ptlW' tb1e 
aoaatrda.t1on on. I d weU ...... 01 tJM cOAtrlbutiAu ~ to 
the trad1tiona or the eo..e' Al'tJ.ll..,. CCII"p. by t.bI otl1o... UHl 
ell.ted men of TOur or,&rliu.tJ.oo. 1 wiab t.o t.ke UWt oppar
t.unitr to ext.cd lJtf sinOW'. be.t wiehee too ey., 1nd.1't'i.d.u.il of 
70ur unit for continued suoo••• 1n bi. new ....:1,__t. 

;./ AARON ~.l:a, 4 
/ ttl AARa~ :Blt.iJ)~., .fA.,

1r1.Cfi41.. 0...&1, U. S. A. , 
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'5_ All officer' and enl1.ted MIl of Headquarter, an4 Hed
qu&ners Batwr,- ot 45 AU Bri&Mle with U...ompleaent.1D& 4.5 AlA 
Operations Detachment were assigned to other unite on 13 'ebrv.&17 
1945 and orgwzational propertT was turnN in. 'lbe name of 'uk 
Force 4' continued to be usee! b7 10 Kount&1n D1Ti.10n for .eeurtty 
purpOM'. 

36. During its operatlon, Ta.k Force 45 had at Yaryln, i.1.-', 
JOOO to SOOO men attliit.ohed troa the fellowina Wlit.: 

Aaer19&1l Un.!t!. 

AM. Unit. 
45 AU 8r1iade. H'{ & H,-{ Siry 
45 AAOD 
91 AAA Grollp 
lCYl AAA Group 
Battr7 C, '51 AAA S/1 Bn 
403ci .AM (G) in 
434 M.tt..llW in 
43' AU AW Bn 
439 AAA Ji.'t: Bn 
B&t.t.e1'7 C, 450 ~Mt. AN Bn 
536 AAA 4V1 Sa 
898 AAA· AW an 
900 AM AW In 

FA Unit, 

194 Fleld Artillery Group 
~ Field !rt1l1~ Group 
Batter.y C.~tield artillery Bn 
338 Fleld Artlller7 En 
598F1814 Artiller,y Sn 
Bat\er7 C, 6", }i'leld rlrtlllerl fin 
910 Field Artl11~ Bn 

Infantry !fu.!!!. 

100 Infantry Bn 
3.39 Int(j,ftt17 RCT 

370 Intant17 ReT
a, Kountain Inlantry Re,ta.n\ 

86 ltounWn InIant.,. Ite,iam' 


Tftr& AT Unite 
2 .Ar.,re Oup, H\.j, &c Hq Co 
1 " 2 Platoon, Co D, lJ Tank Bn 
2 Platoon, Co B, 13 Tank an 
7'1 Tank in 
7SS '1'&nk: Bn 
SOS Tank Destroyer Bn 

894 Tank De.tre.yer an 

91 CaY Ren Squadron 

Troop A, 81 Cay Ron Squadron 


¥lacellaneoy' Unit. 

84 Cbem1oaJ. Bn 

1'79 Cheaieal Co 

34. .ar DOl Platoon 

62 Sianal Bn (4 orew.) 

1 Plat, Co C 310 f::ngin"Z' In 

Co C, 310 Medical. .an 

671 Medical Colleotin, Co 


672 	Medical C011.etiDg Co 
673 .ed1eal Colleet1Dl Co 
615 lled1a&l Olea.riDc St,a.UCIIl 

BrltJ..h u!!u!. 
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!£i!w.a fJn1s.- 'MU' w" 
2 BIl, 6 ae,1Mnt ~l Al't.ier aeciMA' (1ac1')
1 la, , R.'~ftt , Mul.e Peak Co 
1 Ill, 1 Int&ntq Dly1810n 
loa Troop, 1 Infantry D1yu1Oft 

It cowered fronts of troll 12 to ~J aU.., Nth _.t.aiAoua u4 
OA tbe .....W plain ilDd it aclYu8e4 lta iA1~ tl'Ollt. t.." Idl•• 
I'roa the lift. of the Arno filY", ..... P1a~ to t.bIt Oot.b1o L1Ae of the 
Hun at U. Cn:"UAI.LE CANAL north 01 'ortA Dei I&ra1 (9293).. 

It .ut!er.d. th... c&eual U•• : 

!ill!f tioHR4!a I1tIW 

JULY 12 :a.l 1 
AfJ';U$ '1' .it) l24 2 
Si:-;; -r.i£.IlB:.!h 2.3 107 17 
ccrOS:tR 3 16 4 
NOV,l::B:ll:';' 17 137 69 
U.,~~H1;n 4 23 1.8 
JANUARY S 23 

The .oope of the 'f••x }-'or..•• opel'&tioM were .plto11.Ued. in 
the Corpa C ....nd.,.·. ottlc1al ~tl_ 01 10 'ebru&17 1945:

HIAD .. U ... RT&RS IV COltpS 
'an: C~IWIMl GF;;WmAl. 

10 't1brua17 1945 

SUlWECTz ~n.d&t.1on. 

1. Upon t_ ooouion of tile lnMU'fatJMi of th. 4SYl tWt.A 
Jria&d4i, I oo_leler it .. a." ... well .... pr1YU... to .... __ 
U. reoorU ., .uWal "_Ind-".. '01' tile u.\.~ ..Wi
""Uonit bal .. to tM Alli.M HI' .tt8l'lu I~. ~ \1M 
.1"t. ..tMperiocl ill wb1... tM .sua ILAA Irl&ade ba. btl... part. 
of tae lY Cerpa, 1, haa ..~ ........... w16l .,-1e\7 ., 
..t..1cna oyer ..-.rlM t.err-.1n and. ....1' aU lIOftClitJ.ona et _ ...... 
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2. AltboVCll not ol'.an1MCl, traiae4l ... eqBppe4 -. .. M, 1t 
ba. M1'wtlaal... t.ot1o..4 111 & role a1Id.lar \0 tAat. fit .....t 
d.i1'l.1oa in bat.tl.. ., ...... aDIIl 1IIprw1eilll ........., '- t .... 
rutate ~••• of an Ut,1&1r....,t ArUllerr ......... leacIQ.ner. 
in tbe oapaolt7 ot a d1Ti11oa 1IMIlq.,.t.n .... _._pU,eJae4 witil 
ettioieDIY and diapatola wb1le 18 ......., *"'taot. wi'il \he ....,.. 

3. DuriDi tile tim. tbe 45th ... Bri.a4Uh leadqu..-wrs t ....._ 
.. &. pvt of tn. IV Carpi, it operated Mt onl.7 .. Aft Ant1&lreratt 
Artlller, Bri,a.tt. He&Qq,uarter. 111 & tut, "inc ,It.__lOll, _t. alM 
....-..4 th. clutie. of .. TUk ' .... hacl'lMl'.H whio .. tll:ro1lP _r
ltor1ou pertoraan.. baa ••tabla.... .. ."iatt1. Np"tat.101l ..... 
the allied t.l"oop. in ItalT. 

4. ~I wiel. lOOP' of It••ffect.1TeMII 1. NIt incU...W b7 
tb••ueoe::1 ot its dilt1npi,tMd oo.-.neler, 8r1&adier 04meral Paul 
W. Rutledge, aM qol••xe'uti1'e Col.onel (Ub~, ill 41r••t1nC oper
&tiou 1n1'ol1'1nc tA.bn1oal ~t. u ..tla1....at't; _d oar.,ncl 
01 1l"O\1IV1 ,,"OOPI ...." in tile pWalit ot the hl'llaD ArWT MI"\Il 
al.e& the 1)rl"h.enian lOut, tM M01Ip&tion ot &. tiereal!.e line a.
1., the ArDC River, t.he 8ubl.quent eroas1n& ot that riTer, t._ 
...pture of F18&, V1&reggio and. ,th.r It&lJ.a.n clt.l••, and til..... 
reoentw1nt.er oper&t1on. in the 4p..1ne llount.a.1D6. 

~. The tlex1bUiv and. oc_.~bl. pel'tOl"llan" of thil 1M.. 
quart.re 11 &l10 1nd.1e&ted. 01' the faet t.b&t the troepl &1'&11.tt1. 
to it ocmll!t.a.nt17 chanced, and includ.d both Britiah -.a.cl Merl•• 
atJ.,&1ror...tt unita operat1Dc in1t1i&llT in t.h.ir cmW"&ot.er18t.i. role 
&Del later &8 intantr'J Wlkl, tck d••t.r..,..ra, intantrT, qJ.aMr8 
anA &1.1 t.ype. .:'mUl• .,.. 

6. 'th. 00Il1'1r.1011 ot Aiaer1O&n a.nd British _Uatraratt -.it. 
tro.. th.1r iIlltWreratt. duti., to the role of intanv, &ad arUllel7 
in .upport or 1NUDd. \rMpI, wbleb "ftraJAD W&I ....., ..... 

IIhU. in .ont.&et with the 'DNf' alorI the tJooat. l1Me ...."ut 
&IV' pr.l1.a1nar,. preparlli.tioas. .. M r.OCII"cIecI ... a ........ 'lG_pl. of ...riea.n 1Da.nui\;r aacI i.IIpa"oYlaat.ion. 

7. In .,..ry wq thi. or,&ld.hUon AU liyed up te t.H 81. 
traditiona &ne! at.a.n4&r4a or tll. UniW SUMe..,. It i.e ........ 
tore *ith oonsiclel'Mle .,.Wl..Uon t.a&t I leek baek em tAU a_ 
o...tlll. _d vert aaUlt.....,. ......146\1• • , t.he IV Corp. witla 
.4tS Ad '81"1..- He~'" 111 tM ...pa1p .r ~U1e' .....s... Sa 
ltalr in 1944 - 19l+S. 
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mus D. CIa'....., 
...,.. GeDw&1. V. I • ..." 

C.W·..t.... 
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