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HEADQUARTERS II CORPS
APO 19 U.S. ARMY

In the Field
353/91 (@) 16 June 1944

Subject: Lessons Learned.

To

on

Divisions and Separate Unit Commanders, II Corps.

1, A detailed analysis of lessons learned during the II Corps advance
from the GARIBLIANO to ROME is being made, This study will be published at
an early date. Rather than wait for the publicetion of the detailed compila~
tion, I wish to give you my comments now so they can be acted upon during the
prosent training period.

a. Towns must be taken from deep flank and rear.

b. The usual practice of battering towns with air and artillery
serves little purpose and is extremely wasteful of ammunition and time,

¢, The delay caused 88 by small enemy detachments is out of all
proportion to the numbers and means at our disposal. Among other errors
committed is our failure to leave roads soon enough and teo make a wide enough
envelopment or by-~pass. )

"d. The combined use of armored and infantry units has been too
cautious, The over—emphasis placed on fire pewer of tenks during the period
when weather and terrain conditions prevented full use of armor has not dbeen
overcome and mobility has not been restored to its praper importance in the
employment of tanks. Too often a column of tanks has remeiued inactive on
a road, held up by a single SP or AT gun. The time lost waiting for infantry
to arrive, deploy and attack the gun could have been reduced 50% or more by
a repid deployment and movement of the tanks or by a wide envelopment which
would in most cases have resulted in the capture or destruction of the gun,
Likowise, relatively large groupe of infantry have beon long delsyed by a
small enemy group with a machine gun or two astride a road. Agein, the time
wested waiting for the arrival snd action of tanks could have been materially
reduced by early and wide deployment. '

e. Not enough use hns been made of Air OP's for reconnsissance ‘pur-
poses, Inasmuch as artillery tergets have been relatively few during this
pursuit phase, there should have been constant Cub air reconnaissance avail-
able to all leading elements,

f. In the long run, speed was made over the high grouhd, not over
the roads or flat lands,

) g€+ Too often commanders of all echelons waited for orders. The
rapid advance made the maintenance of communications difficult and resultcd
in instructions being isswed -and received based on out ‘of date information,
Under such conditions commanders mist act on their own responsibility, inia’
tiative and Judgment. Inactivity is inexcusable.

UNCLASS‘HED w

— —— e G o e o e A o N

- . ... . . w ,j_—i s - - -




UNCLASSIFIED

.. 2es We must be prepared mentslly and tactieally for a chsnge in the
character of combat when we next go into the line for we may encounter strong

and bitter resistance. At some date or place the Germen may seek to make &

stend dbut our constant pressure should greatly hamper him from gotting set,

The main bodies following our mobile sdvance detachments must be kept so in ! \
hand that they can be employed rapidly in accerdance with simple and prepared

plans,

3 éﬁee&, not haste, is still the great factor.

s

e i

Major General, U.S.A.,
Conmanding.
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SUBJECT: Lessons Iearned in Combat by 34th Infantry Division,
TO : See Distribution,

le. "Iessons Iecrned in Combat, November 7-8 1942 to September
194"y published by Feadguarters 34th Infentry Division, is hereby
forwarded for your information and interest.

2e- It should be understood that the views expressed in this
document, though interestiag, do not necessorily represent an official
sanction by this Headcuarters of the principles or doctrines outlined

therein,.
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LESSOYS LEARNED_IN COMPAT

& November 1942 to 1 September 1944

FOREWCRD

) This summary of "Lessons Leerned in Combai" hes been written by the
men of the 34th Infantry Division end is presentec in their words.

The Divigion entered covbat first at ALGIERS, NRTH AFRICA on 7-8
November 1942 and elements of the Division were engared slmost continuously
from that date until thz German surrender ir Mey 1942. Leanding in Itsly on
21 September 1943, the Division has been committed to action in every major:
engagement of the campaign to date,

Elements of the Division have bezn in active combat with the enemy
over 400 days since the iritizl landirgs in Africa gnd the Division itseglf has
been in command of & sector for 330 deys.,

"Many of the "Lessons Learned" sre not presented in this summary.
They were lost, unfortunctely, with the herces of the Division at ALGIERS, at
FONDOUK, at Hill 609, at BEMNEVENTO, at the VOLIURNC River and MT, PANT%NO, at
CASSINO and ANZIO, st ROME, CIVITAVECCHIA, C2CINA, ROSIGNANO, and LIVORNO,

(averrGotle

CHARLES L, BOLPE,
Major General, U. S, Army,
Conmanding.
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LESSONS LTARNTD IN CCMBAT

CH'PTER I « INFANTRY

1. Infantry Operations. No attempt will be mede to discuss tactics since
the basic principles enploved by Ghengis Khan are still in vogue today.,

Be

chock Action. The prompt follow-up of & shock action by Infantry

is of paramount importance,

e e

Major WARREN C. CHAPNAN, 133rd Infantry.

"In many instances our troops have not taken advantage of
shock action and it has cost 1's many casualties, By the term
SHOCK ACTION I mean rrtillery concentrations, mortar fire, bomb-
ing cttacks, tank or TD fire, bazooka fire and hand grenndes., A4l11
mist be followed aggressively and with no delay. nrt17lory concen=
tratlions and barrages are practically useless un]ess they are folm
lowed closely enough so that the riflsman can close with the enemy
before the enemy front line soldier realizes that the fire has
lifted and rune back to man his mms., In following the artillery
closely you may have some casusltles from your own artillery, hut
in the longz rmn your casvaities will be much lower. From my expere
ience in CASSIKO I learned that the Germans 'took up the slack!
the norent he found it was there. Onez day at CASSINO we had o
coordinated attack planned to zet Company "L" across the mein street
to gzein o foothold on that side of town, Tanks werc to fire o pre-
paration on known and suspected targets and, as a signal to the
riflemen that the tanks were to cease firipg, the command tonk was
to fire four rounds in a doorway that was visible to all, Then the
infantrymen -were to dash across the street immediately and gein
entrance to the buildines before the enemy had recovered, However,
the riflemen weited 10 minutes before they started and by that time
the Germans were bLack on their suns and stopped the dtt,u « There
is no fire more devastating and merale shattrring thon well-directe
ed tank fire, Lt CASSINC the Csrmans knew the 1ocatlon of my bale
talion observation post cnd tried continually without success to
knock it out with mechine gun, mortar and srtillery fire.

German tanks gave us very little trouble in CASSINO but =t
dawn one morning they drove up one Hark VI and started firing at my
OP. DNeedless to say I wms scared end was sitting in a corner say-
ing my prayers rad tryins teo call the artiliery, I stayed in thet
corncr, too, until £ive minutes after the last round was fired bee
fore I went back down tdc trail with the phone to try to splice it
on the line., Durin: those tive minutes the enemy could have come
in the building and found me in the corncr with very little fight
lef't, o

In CASSINO the battclion used, on the average, 500 grenades
a day. Onc of our mothods of dvun01ng was to throw a grenadc into

-1 -



a room rnd th~n to get into “ho room with » Tommy-gun right after
teo grenade wont of £, If there vere any Gormens in the room, thosc

1

who vere still slive were found Iving on the floor with no fight

-

].C‘f b. "

b, Street Pighting, The fxpmrw#L ¢ 34th Infrantry Division in
A0t whd cnomy defends Loms ahdvin 1"po:r',trs buildings into his
defense systr"a vhenover nossibla, LiilT the cardinal principle is to br-pads
and cut off the defending forces, the exigencics of thn situntion mey demend a
frontel attack. If the latter be true there is no casy answer to the problenm,
The enemy can only be evicted byrkﬁru ﬂork ' B ' '

2
C
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Technical Secrrcant THEODORE H, PETTRSOW, 135th Infantry,

> a strong point should be es

tablished with 211 ~round In the cose of a platoon you

can then serd out emallor n this strong point to licui=-

date other bulldings noar by, r¢11a beiny covered vy {ire from

the strong point, As- £001 a8 all bunléizgc in the v101n3+v have

boon Lhoroungv g]ear d ' the cnemy Tthon the platoon cen regrouvp

nt rmd continue the job, This wne the method

omploybd by our 0;at on in the attack on ROSIGH 150 and proved to be
very successfnl, In this samc engagement we 2lso found th-t tho
usc of tanks are a gront help in streect fighting., A few blasto
from a 75 into & bhlld ing will either kill the cnemy or shake them
up so budly thet thoir copture becomes guite casy provided we fol-
low ug closclv, Of course, it mist be remcsberad thab tarnks arc
very good tergets for tlo cnems bazooks mon, and as a result thay

S mst Le given adoq&mto probection by the infantry,"” '

"After once enterire

Scrgeant ARTHUR R, YIORIAN, 133rd Infantry.

"T om cxpericnced 1 osth in village fighting, The mein tHing
not to miss a house, snd when you go in to take it you want
cortain,not to migz a moom, or any othgr place a person ca :n-hides
“ou go up:to o house vou want to go to the side vhore there
the ferest windows rnd whers you have the most cover.!

Stoff Sergeant IRVIUC €, ZEROROICKI, 123rd Infantry,

. neidont took plren in the battle for CASSING around the
middle: of Toko uary 1944, Thore weore twenty of us grouped torcther
in one brilding. It'e fine to have a friend or two with you, buwt
in thls caso, tharc‘vag juct too many for one building, The build-
ing was thelled o t“r o ourying all of me. I vwas vearing my
helmot, 1Ucki1y, st the ~tich saved my 1life, My fricnds
woren't so fortwnate, OF ti. tuerty, about one-third gobv out ~14vo.

UThig 4
("

Steff Sergesnt FRINOIS E, ‘MKITS, 133rd Infentry.
"This incidsnt took plrce in the battle for BEERVINTO around

~
4
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the mi“dle of Octohor 1943. Wn hnd almost clsared the torm and
built our line nn its north-rn zGge.  Sonchor, somconc falled to
calizc the mportanc. of a road block, Eu*lr the nezt nmorning,
two Jerry hs ’Srdnkq 2rd onc 2% ton truck roilrd into “ho middle
of tovm with the t\htlo“ of blowing a “ﬂldgb, The trock wes
loaded it th T, Taekily, Jorsy wes 28 much surpriscd as e ere,
80 he vithdrow «ith his h- ]fwr“cko after wo captured the trucx
In my cstimatior = rood voud Llock would have prevented this and
if Jerry hed decided to open up, we would have suffercd plenty of
casualticg,”

Coptain REID B, HIFF, 135th Iafontry.,

neang o »2dio is agaontial in strect
noving chroven torn in ¢ifferent sectors,
"I wos held up 4 hovrs by friendly fire

Mleatact by vicus
fighting wetresn -
At SAN VITTRE Compe
from Company "yt

Major WARREW C, CHPANY, 132rd Infantry.

"In discussing stroct Jighting in Ttaly the reader must first
realize the* mor® of tho ¢ua11ar tomng do not have regular well

laid ouL strecty, #nd that 231 the ouilﬂ.nﬁs arc close %ogcthor and
b ave thick sbone wrlls arg 5J°¢ly very fev doors end windows, In

CASSINC the Gorrans hrd overy “uildirng in the line of our advince
fortified, Gun emplacemcnts also vere camouflogad in pil-s off
rupble pvesumehly crocted by our ovn croilli-ory and tenk fire. Their
fircs were well plonncd and coordirated so thet cach gun wos covored
by another,

To zain our first foothcld in the towm we uscd smoke and tanks
supported by infantry. Tho in"an'ry under unobservad fire removed
mincs end £illed in anti-tank ditches to assist the advance of the
tarksse On geivning the first foothold we got the men in buildings
and consolidatod o1r positiorns vith pe Tt’PQW"r attention to getting
bacookas Za larse nunbors p7fﬂna ir the most forword positions.
Germen tenks in thls sector 142 boen giving us trouvle, but the
Gorman armor Aida't votnrr ts in C4SSIND because we hed so meny
bazcokes well for—mrd, The Lruzools proved to be a very cfective

vecpon in streoat fighting. If s the sound leaders! direct fire
artillery and with vory 1i%tls iastruction rnd exporicnce cen be
fired with surprising F““u""cy. Since nil doors cnd lower windows

c
O
were coverad by fir-, a7 tirme o had tn meke other entrances to

these tuildirgs through + ston: walls. If tanks could be mancu-
verced to shoot helis in > wrlls, it was donc. Otherwisc, the

bazooka was uscd., In onc arce it took nine rouads to get a hole
big enough to go thraugh, f bc“ on entrence wes found or made a
grecnzde always erC’ucd thw 1djrn+rjm' into the room 1f thers was
eny »ossibility of Gormars voing there. In cascs vhere a housc
could not be anproachcd, tenk firs was uscd to lovel the building
to the ground. Of coursc, tL;S zave the Gormans some wonderful

)
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rubble piles to build ermoufleged omplacemonts but they lost the
ovorhead coveor for artillery rnd mortar fire. We also used an 8"
howitzel on somc buildings. It can be fired with precision and
changes as small as ten yards can be mede so we usced it on targets
within 50 yards of ovr ova troops. We called it sniping with an
8" how, HMortars wore not too offective against the buildings and
were used mainly to hernss and interdict paths,

Snipers werc cmployed freely by both sides and sometimes I
am inclined to tiink thrt the Germans had more success than we did,
During the lulls our men got cnreless and became excellent targets,
On the beachhead at ANZIO tho opposite secemed to hold true,

In the house-to-house fighting or room-to~room fighting most
of the men preferred the Tommy-gun and because of its size prefere
red the carbine to thr rifls for working in close quartcrs, For
defensc, machine guns, both 1light and hoavy, and BAR's werc pleced
vith the forwarl clements. _ o

“hen we were in CASSINO the nights were very dnrk so little
offcneive action was avtempted. At times we would have a very
limited objective of say the next house, In many cases 'No Mon's
Land! consisted of about a 10-yard spuce between two houses; this
was ideal for playing catch with grenades, A grenade that cxplodes
on impact could heve been used. At night we would make readjuste
ments, reliefs, bring up supplies, and evacuate killed and wounded.
The hrnd carry was only about 200 yards. Except in the most forward
positions movement was comparetively sofe.

* Ve had no 370 radios st this time and the 536 was uscless but

e used sound pover phones to all platoons and outposts, Wirc was
2 P P Y

being knocked out contiruslly by artillery and mortor firc so line-
men ond runners wero kopt busyl!

Countcrattack., Every soldicr actively congaged sgainst the German

Army knows its method of counterattack l-te in the aftcrnoon to disorganize our
forces preparatory to cxecuting a withdrawsl under the cover of darkness. The
principle of !counterattacking the covnterattock’ has becn evolved in the Divie
sion with excellent results, ’

Captain RICHARD H. OSUGARS, 135th Infantry,

"In numerous incidents we have been too slow in taking advane
tage of our cnemy., One of these times wns in the vicinity of
CAMPO LEOHE, Ttaly. The situation had been stabilized by quite a
number of German infantry nnd tanks and we had been in approximately
the same position for 48 hours. During thnt time there were heovy
exchanges of artillery o~nd mortrr fire plus machine gun and sniper
fire vhencver o soldicr exposcd himgelf,

Just at dusk on the sccond cvening Jerry had decided he hod
tcken enough punishment (ns wo learncd later) and made a withdrawal.
The general method that he uses to throw us off balsnce is to moke
two or three small attacks accomprnicd by ruch artillery., This
porticuler cvening he hit us with two simultaneous attacks each

-l -



composed of aprroximat-ly onc plrtoon of infantry ~nd ono tonk, He
drove in our outposts ~nd the crermy infantry comc right to our MIR
before it wns stopped. Then he immedintely withdres ou+ of the
zonc of our defensive fires. The whole operation did not take 15
rminvtes at the most. The confuslon and cxeitement that follows
cvery cttack by the encmy was intensified by the darkness, and,
necdless to say, it was ot this time thot the enemy cormploted his
vithdrawels In spite of our continual heavy hrrossment the Germans
mbnﬂnkd Yo take all their cquipment and vounded with thom, although
they left about 100 deand on the field.

At the time the wattalion had alresdy committed its reserve
~nd duc to the strenuous fighting in the last few days we werc une
cble to reorgonize snd pursve the encmy with o night attack which
vould hnve nccormplished tvo migsions, First accompllshment wovld
be the capturing of Lc% round with the minimum amount of effort
duc to the disorgurizet” nz of the enemy. Second, we would hove
denied him the opporting of estrolishing snother defeonse line

I believe tho solntion of this is prior planning by battalion

end regimental commanderc, Keoping in mind the possibilities of
this type of encmy netion, commenders should hold a reserve ond moke
the necessrry daylight roéonn~ sance. Much cen bz ncecomplished to

insurc the success of this type of nction by treoining in the come
pony night attack, It @Ao"’d be omphrsized that smﬂlW groups ‘mugt
atltock ~ limited objective Limultencously ~nd T'cox‘g{m z¢ into their

company orge nizotion upoxn -a&PDluF the objizetive, There often cre
not snough trained mon enpavls of guiding grouro across strrage

ground ond of recognizing their objective in the dnrk, Conscoucnte
‘ 1y, the fow men thrt are cancble have to do most of the fighting
’ for a company while the rest of the unit comes along in 2 column of
twos, ench mon kecping so closn to the men in front of him th-t he
stons on his heels for forr thet he and a2ll the men behipd hiim ill

EX

get lost if he bre-ks contnct,!

[lnjor FRED H, LIPPUCCI, 135th Infantry,

"It is rccommended thot irmedintely following any such spoile
ing attocks the cnemy be pursucd vigorously cither by passing
through the disorgonized rssnulting troops with a reserve or by o
rapld reorganizotion. This, I belisve, will cncble us ho poss
through, in, or ~round the retrenting cncmy forces ~nd will prevent
bin from estoeblishing himself on n new terrain festure, Such
ctiecks made by this regiment in the viecinity of ROSIGNANO resuvlted
in our troops walkirg through the enemy position nnd cstrblishing

themselves upon the high ground to the enemy renr without suffering
onz casunlty, whorers 1t had been impossible to gain nny grouwnd
vhotsoever during the hovrs of light.n"

d. hountﬂln Werfore invelves no niw besic principles <hd in most ine
stances in Italy hns not rcquirced gphC]q troops. It does reguire some special
equipment - PﬂrblCUl““lJ vormce clothing and light wenpons. The extremely



P T ., , .
difficult terrrin rreovntered in th mountoines requires mon to vndergo oxe
treme hrrdshin rrd noecssitatos ton phyeic-1l condition, :

TRV O, TETY 14247 Infantyy.
LALVLLLE e DAl g LUT adad WAUL e .

\J\,COld Ii,_l -ontn

"The ?”tt<7?0ﬂ roecived the migssion of terking Mt, PANTINO and
“holding it, It -5 to Lo wm oattock, My oxplonation will st:rt
aftoer the obj‘ct¢vn had o :

Irmportant focts obsarv<u 2 obiective hrd heen takens

() lrrunition whs very lirluod, esrecially hond grenodos
the fact thet climbing -ad brugh c-uses the nen to lése ther,

(b) Food wms not o ’or iten bresuse men hed no desire o
eot in large guentities while fighting..

(¢} Wntcr eupply wng vory limit.d due to lack of =nt-r crns
in ecch compony, !Muny voundod men nooded water for nedicnl treate-
nent. ‘ '

' (d) Hedic~l supnlics were vory lirited duc to the foct the
torrein ves very rough ~nd the Lid Men and forvws
which was on the hill had carried less than usun

" in this line vas litter bearcrs. The time osti
paticnt from the rountrin wes ~bout two ﬂti nt
per doye  Thorefore, many mou were takcn from r
weo kenud our’ line, o

(e) Rescrve Suppert - The objective wag nlmost lost due to the
lrck of propor recorn-ics-ne~ brfore starting on the mission. We
stould hrve had lnrger oe 12 maps ond more neps per compony. The
fact e thore were rmous rove onefy behind the objective thon ce-
timcteds In this ftyps of torr-in enemy are concealed ~nd c::ct
power is never knoun until close contret is gained,

Onc obgcrved foult Mich s never corrected on this mission
wrs the usc of mochine puns, The heavy veapons company should
cdweys hove sufficicnt wJ_nD for trhnﬂoort ng their heovy Werponse
In thie mission mulce —ould hiove bren tnp angwer, If there is no
r00ns of transporting ve pons cxcopt to-crrry thom, then the heavy

reopons companv should chrnge over from -mter cooled guns to the
Iieht mreliine grne such oz the rifle sompanices hove. When the bote
telion is on the defengive in mountain terrein tuvn ncnvy guns might
be used oorin, o :

The brttelion S-4 shovld hrve one light N“Chln“ 8uﬂ por com=
pony on hond ot all times. Many ~re lost duc To enemy nction,

The objoetive vas tokon with very 1ittlr resigtnnce. This wrs
due to ¢ surprisc attack -nd the enemy werce nob in their positionse
Lbout ar hour ofter obiective +ms reanched and securcd, “he onony
counterattocked to regnin the ground but foiled. They thon ’1bk
drew to tho basc of the hill ~nd we soon reccived rn artillery ©
roge followed by mort-r firs, They thon tricd to regrin their lost
ground, continuing thoir ~tircks seven differcnt times during the
dey on the same part of our linc, , P

We n~lmost lost our objective for severnl rensons: Leock of
amrmunition ~nd hend grencdes rnd foilure of ccamunicn t ons to the
rrtillory. For night work on - rountain, it is very importont to
heve flares.
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After ~11 attacks h-d £-il~d for the cnemr in this sertor, they
tried to out-flank the noxt rourtain ~nd thon put machine sun ond
obsorved mortor fire on our sidc of the hill. It is necoss i
thercfore, to ﬂl,ﬂfs hove connneting files with 11 flank unite and
closc contact. We had such contret on this rission,!

First Sergeont GERALD <o GREGR, 135tk Infantry,

"You cannot gsmoke very often os your wird becomes cut,

Tre neglect of the feet londs to trenmchfoot. The socks have
to be dricd, if pO"”lble, ~nd chnnged.  Even though the shous nre
demp or wet, dry socks qu the foot urlcd by rubbirng well with o
togel and w“scmplnp with kands, fecl much betuer ~nd- blood circue
lates rgrin thus toking tln cold ~nd p-in out of them

- Wew men or replacements ave the per sons who lie VG the inosgt
rouble,

The clothing, vhon wet, should be wrung ouh for o d-mp ploce
of clothing is not noar as mvs\rﬂbla ~nd discomforting ~s o socking
wet pleceo, : : '

For thv bnd, instead of lyini on thc cold, derp ground, Tov
can gather up dry leoves, struv, long graes or cardhonrd upon vhich
blonkets con be pluiced. Thils deeps the cold from pone T"tLUP the
body unus causing nchus ond paing »nd cases of rheumtism,!

135th Infantry,

Corporgl CELRLES ', BRAIEM
URUD C, MILLESTAD, 135th I nfantry,

Tecknician nlftb Grad i

"In the hordling of mmles in the mountains, they should ncver
be rushed vhere the going is towgh.. The mule will usu~dly slip

and fall, upsetting thr vhole load.

During one cxpericnce of this kind, we were trking s mule
train neross » nuddy strotch of ground "th“, 2t one time, hcd been
o cordvroy road. Storting ~cross at a hurri-d pace, o number of
the mules were pushed off the »oad and became mired resulting in
rach time being lost in rele~ding and getting under woy,"

Firgb Lisubsncnt BURIES3 R, TILSOW, 133rd Irfartry,

"Of ~11 th~ lessons lo~rned on fhe field of ﬁombﬁt, e~ch only
cmmbnsizes the tenchings found in the ficld F"rhﬂl Eyery time o
cardinel rule wng broken o crsuslty resulted. o )

During on: phege of the mouwntein fighting my plotoon dug
in the vieinity of o prominent trall Junction., Thot cvoning Jerry
throv some 170Ys of thot trail jwmetion, My platoon sulfered threc
cosunltles, Results could b'v~ been worse. Legson learncd = evold
cg mueh nppossible all proninont lond merks, which Jerry jig“t neve
'z crosda in', such ag ¢rose ‘Cfdo, t» il ~nd rond Jluct1?h u,/m in

rocid beds, and the like, ‘ e

In mountﬂlw fighting, Jerry nine tihcs"out7of't“ , S“tS up his-
rachine .guns . to command +r”11” decp gullies -nd FVZPpo. By lriding
the ridges?! these points of ngiStTﬂCQ’mﬁy be oy@;%ﬂnkud ond wiped
out,® = L : L
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Teehniecal Sergennt ELDOY P. SWAN, 135th Infontryv;
g )

"If the terrain is cepecicily stecp ond the going complicoted
by o muddy troil, the men ~rc -pt to lose contact, This espccially

applies to wenpons platoons ~nd corpanies. Unit commanders should
take into congideration human limit~tions on such difficult morches
as Tthesce®

Night Attock. Extremely difficult to enrry out, a night ~ttack is
the only method ~ssured of reasonnble success across open ground ond
rmen mosters of torrain, The Division, once bettle scnsoned, b

always pT“fO““ d this type of ntinck under the above circumstances, but ecch man
queried emphrgizes the necessity for strict control to lessen the possibility of

lost contact

betieen otiacking elements, Attack pl-ns must be the essence of sime

plicity., Mogterly conceived double envelopments gererally only result in fricndly
forces shooting up ecch other,

Licutenant Colonel JOE L. RBOURAT, 168th Infantry.

"The points concerrning the rifle battalion conducting night
operctions we have in mo ~re ng follows:

(a)} Atbtack on n very n-rrov frontage,

(b) Use of Automatlv Teapons.

(c) Iiine Fields.

(d) Communicntions

We have found it scomctimes ~dventangeous to launch a night
attack in o colunn of comprnics, This method hns been quitc cf=-
Tective when the regiment had been stopped in daylight attecks, ond
after the encry opposition hnd recoived » pummeling from our artile
1ery, crnnon nnd mortar fire during the daylight attack. [ specifie

cxenple of this type of attnck wns the action of the battslion
“g?lﬂut LANUVIO, The bettalion formed up at night, moved off using
n rocd os its guiding axis for ~dvance, shouldersd its waoy through
opposition to the high ground in back of LANUVIO bofore dnylight,
The action caught the enemy by surprise, nnd by rapid deplo VWQnt,
we were shle to button up the objective nnd hold it whilc other
friendly troops mopped up and moved into position to continue the
cdvence upon ROME,

Another example of this bnttrlion using the scme method oce
curired in its night nction rgainst COLLE ALBIRTI (high ground ccst
of LORENZANA), Triefly, the situntion for this action wrs os fol-
lows: The 3rd Bottelion, 168th Infantry Regiment had becn stopped
in its ettack on LORENZANL by cnemy opposition located in LORENZANA
end the high ground on COLLE (LBERTI. In this instance the bottale
ion ~grin attacked in n column of companics, shouldering its wey
Through to the objective, eatehing the cnemy by surprise -nd ot
deylight buttoning up the objcetive. The critierl time for both of
these ~ttacks wns th~t period when leading clements of the bottolion
hed renched the objective ~nd organized o rapid deployment to mop
up the enemy that hed boen br-passed or that might be locnted in
cny direction, Upon the first rays of sunlight the battalion
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vigorously started its mopevp action, catcking meny enemy by sur-
prise nnd cempletely bovildered, The point we wish to bring out

is thrt by rttrcking on n very ncrrow fromtage ~nd in o column of
companies we were able to move up reouired strength to dispose of
cnemy opposition encountered; or to push it aside and contiuuve on

to the objoctive, The formntion is ensy to control, hns grect depth
in the ottcck, nnd, even though encny are by-passed, the complete
surprise and bewilderment of the enemy when waking up in the morning
and finding there is opposition surrourding them, especi~lly in
their rear, is highly demoralizing, with the result th~t the enemy
has surrendered without too much of o fire fight., The successful
attack on COLLE ALRERTI ennbled theo 3rd Britalion to trke ite obe
joctive, the town of LORENZAN., ~nd for’ the rogiment to continue

on towards its regimental objective,

We belizve, by cxperience, ~ sood rule to follow is to so plan
your night movements thet they include attachment of nt least one
heavy machine gun platoon to the company. It is highly importont
to get your sutomatic wenpons in enrly and keep them in l~te, HOT e
tars should be in place so thet they can fire at davm o~nd if neces-
sary.to fire at dark cven tough they have had to disploce to on
entirely new position durirg the night., Mortars can succescfully be
‘fircd from mop datn vithout ncturl observation, The crnnon company
and artillery should be rendr to fire by map data even though they
cennot observe, If tho fire of th: mortars, cannon company cond
artillery is ready on call to bz 1~id well in front of the objective
and cpproaches on the fl-nk, countecrattacks by the enemy A1l be
broken up beforz they ever get started, fLgnin the critical time
to hrve o1l this map dnt- properly coordinated ~nd rendy for use is
during that mop-up period just preccdirg full dsylight,

The best 1-3id pl-ns of mice ~nd men often run agaft now and
then. Mine fields rrd boohy trops sometimes cause many chonges in
o preplenned night operrtiecn, &n attack seldom progresses exrctly
ns planned; therefore, you must have flexibility. You absolutely
cannot blindly disregard mine ficlds., You must probe nnd try to
got around, ovoid the mines if possible., When there is no othcr way
out they must be removed. Romoval of mines in the dark at night is
not o simple little task., fLmmunition and Pioneer Platoon personnel
and engineers v th proper equipment are somctimes absolute nccege
sitics, Sometincs the ~nsver to the problem is to have specinlly
trained men with the comprniecss .

Let us again point out that the attack on a very n-rrov front-
age, shouldering your vry through, so to speak, is perhops onc of
the best mothods of passing through o mine ficld, Sometircs civile

ian partisans have proven inveluable for the locntion of mine fields.

. specific exarple of this wns the battalion's night operation in
establishing a bridgchead neross the CECINA River to the north of
MONTESCUDAIO, Ttaly, The battalion's first operation wos to sweep
the south sidec of the bank clear of. enemy ond this was accomplished
previous to midnight. Civilions living in the nrea informed us of
mine fields in the river berk, in the river ~nd surrounding network
of roads., Patrols corefully investigated and marked approcches
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‘bhrough rine f‘ieLds in se\rar'ml -d:lfferent points of the river, The
battalion, l:ss ono company, w28 eble to cross the river, establish
rood blocks ~nd sccure high ground to the north of the river, Other
cloments of the reginent werc able to pass through Just. prior to..-
doylight and continye the atfack, . . . » o
~ The heart and pulse ourrounding nll night apera‘tions we liove had
to dote 18 eommunicption. We belie\re in using plenty of wire ond
hoving the fronteline .eloments gtring vire as they progress., This
mey teke a little more time, but the oversll. advantage.-gnined, we
bﬁlieve, mckea for a speedier cxnd more, Successi'ul qperation o8 o .
wao et 2 : '

Go,p‘bﬂin FRANK M. GOCKETT 168th Inf'*ntry.

o "It is ny belief and others share the sdme opinion, that some
men ore afraild of tbe d.nrk To be. left nlone and lost ia nerve .
breaking, -

' ‘To establi.h confidence in personnel, small groups should start

out into the hille unfamiliar to them and indiyidunlly be sent back

to a different place. This will not only ingtill donfidenco in men
but will train them in ‘rounding up' "11 the dbtails that nmrke for
individlml tmining. _ . ‘ ¢ _

Coptoin WH..LLLM H, HARRIS, 1681511 Infantry.

About the 28th of June in the vicinity of MGHTEVRDI, Itely,
fifteen men and one ‘officer from Compnny "A" had run ihto a fire
fight while attempting to establish a road block 1500. yirds to the
north, The road block wns held off and the officer wounded,

- During the night Compsany "B" wes given the mission of cYearing ,:
the way for the road block, nrd passing on to a hill 1500 ynrds be= ;
yond. ' We had' a heavy mnchine gun platoon and two guides to thé road ]
block., It was necgssary, tp move forward ih a single filé, and stoy
closed up. The reason being, the terraln wns very rough, thick \
undergrowth and ditches prevoiling, Sevoral times it vz necesgary ;
to helt, ond woit for the company to close up. The wenpons platoon S
and mechine guns wore near. the front, I.felt that the rest couwld’ o
keep up with thoir progress, The only way to. know when there wes a
break was to check back by volce along the column, or when the rear .
possed up word to wait we knew there had been o break, We were about :
four end oneeholf hours covering the distonce to the road block,

-Points I learned from tuis: - :

(a) If possible 860 the ground in drylight before moving over ;
it,

(b) If working from mops, a 1/25000 is mich better thon 1/50000.
'{e) It is neccssary to allow ample time, L

(d)  The roacr must keep gontact.with the front. '

(e) It is hardly possible in henvy underbrush to put out flank

security without losing it,
~ {f) The 53 radio works. well. in ‘some sPots~ ' in others it works

very poor]y.
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Second- Lieutenant SANTO La BELIA, 135th Infantry.

"I was ordered to ntinck, ~ cortain hill with my platoon at
daylight. The terrain wne wide open, We hnd no qover vhatsoecver,.
The enemy allowed ry pl-toon to proceed nbout half way across the
valley floor, then opencd up with mortars, artillery, machine gun
and 20mm fire. My plrtoon dispersed, I lost control and the ple=
toan was scattered until dark,
A Then attacking nn objeetive, if there isn't any covered route
*\ approaching the objective, the attack should be held off until derk.,’

Sergeant GECRGE PiFRGS, 135th Infantry.

"The success of night'attacks depends on the individual soldier
mainteining contact nnd complete silence on moving up.'
@ "W.

First Lioutenant JIMUIE NGRTH, 135th Infantry., 4,

"f, heavy c-ncentration of sm~ll nrms fire is demoralizing, ct
night. If you can get n man to pull the trigger, the sound of his
rifle ond the rifle on the right and on the loft will give him
sufficient confidenco to pull him right up to the objective.”

£. E;yer Crossinzs, The 34th Infentry Division hes made four successe=
ful major river crossings, (Three over the VOLTURNO, and one over the RAPIDO).
Careful plenning, thorough reconnaissaonce, surprise, and night attacks oll played

their part in the success of these operntions. '
Captain FRANCIS J. KENYON, 163th Infantry,

. "Cn October 13, 1943, the battalion hnd the mission to cross
~ the VOLTURNO River and secure the high ground imiediatcly to the
North, This mission was given to-the battalion commnnding officer
three days prior to the attack so he could make his reconncissance.
Imnedistely after recciving these orders the battalion comnanding
officer mede his rccornaisscnce of the objective and then took his
company crmmanding officers to the OP to observe and study the ter-
rain, He did this in ample time so that the compnny comm~nders
could tske their platoon lcaders to the OP ond plan their attock,

On these nights previous to October 13, the battalion commande
ing officer hnd reconnaigsance of the river bed mnde by two officers
and six enlisted men, On thesc nights the mission was: to find o
crossing for the infantry and the losation to set up some support-
ing weopons; 8lmm mortars, heavy machine guns, cte. . .

These night reconnaissances found the location for the sup-
porting weapons snd nlso decided the best place to cross the river
vas ot the most unlikely spot, this being the deepest woter and
the highest banks. Thoy had found that all the best crossing spots
were covered by enemy automatic, artillery ~nd mortar firc.

To moke the crossing nt the place chésen the éngineers were
necded to eledr a lane on this gidc and string a rope across the
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river, On October 12, 1943, the battalion cormrnding officer was
given the H-Hour rnd enlled all officers to n meeting nnd show=d
thim rerinl rhotos, maps nnd finnl plans of attack,

Irmedintely after dnrk on October 12, 1943 the reconnaissance
group strrted for the river. Vith them were the engineers and
supporting wenpons, They hnd the supporting wenpons placed ond dug
into position and these wenpons nlong with riflemen covercd the ree-
conncissance group ond engineers while they strung the rope across
the river, A1l this action wns completed by 24" hours ~nd without
being hecrd or observed by the enemy,

The H-Houvr wns 0215 nnd the attack was to be preceded by a 15
minute artillery barrage, At 1200 hours, the battalion moved to the
river bank and wns in position bv 013N hours, to start the ~ttack in
a column of corpanies in a column of plntoons.

At 0200 hours the artillery barrage started and the leading
platoon moved slowly ncross the river. Although the artillery shells
were landing on the opposite bank close to the river it was decided
to tcke thet risk and zain surprise on the enemy,

Every mon, down to the private, knew the situantion and his
mission when once on the other side of the river, Although there
wes mine fields, dug-in automatic weapons covering the bmnks of the
river the battalion was on its objective before daylight and the
only casunlty wee one man killed bty mnchine gun fire,

In my opinion tris success was due to a good study of the
terrain, detailed reconnaissance of the river on both sides end the
use of sand tables so that every man knew daily the situ~tion, With

‘any of the cbove missing I'm nlmost sure the crossing would not have

worked so smoothly ns it did with so few easualties.

On the night of November 1, 1943, the battalion commending
officer wns told that his battnlion w~s to be prepared to attack,
in 3 days, across the VOLTURHO River and securc the towm and high
ground in the vicinity of S. MARIA OLIVETTO,

Thet srme night he took his compary commanding officers and 8
cnlisted men dovm to the river brnk to make o rcconnaissance, This
reconnaisscnce wns to find » shallow crossirg for the troops ond to
sce the objective, On the morning of November 2, the batt-lion
comncnding officer was told that He-Hour wrs pushed up nnd the ate
tack would trke place nt 2400 hours November 2,

L% 1470 hours, November 2, 1943, the battalion comm-nding of=
ficer hnd o meeting with 11 officers ond showed them on nerial
photo and maps of his plon of nttack. -It wasn't practical for o
reconnaissance to actunlly observe the terrain dus to enemy obscre
vation,

Lt 2000 hours the battnlion moved to a forvard assembly crea
nnd held up vhile the compnny commanding officers took the platoon
leaders to.the river bank nnd showed them their objectives. At
2400 hours the artillery started ~nd troops moved across the river
in a colum of companics in a column of platoons,

On reaching the opposite brnk the commanding officers took up
an attock formntion nnd strtted for the high ground. To recch this
objective the troops hnd to cross 2070 ynrds of flat ground dotted
here and there with orchrrds.
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The lerd pl-toon lender d-eidod to use nn orchrrd to concenl
his moverment nrd vhen they rorched the center of it, somn onc step-
ped on a serles of mines, Of thils platoon all NCO's wera scriously
wounded, or killed, with the plrtoon lender ~ 1itter crse: cpproxi-
notely € men came out unsenthed,

The following platoon then took the lond ~nd moved nrourd to
the left of the orchnrd, This platoon ~lso ran into mines wounding
the platoon lesdor 'rd esever-l nen,

The third platoon in line then took the le~d ~nd sung aw-y
from th~t crer moving in » wide cireclc 2nd after moving ecpovroximote-
1y 1000 yards this platoon also ran into mines, wounding th. pla-
teon lerder, killing the compnrny -cormnonding officer and wound-d
~nd kilied more men,

L% this point, whnt wrs left of the nss~ult company reverted to
brttelion reserve ~nd nrother compnry took the leads Thoy stung
to the right ~nd cgrin encountercd mines wounding 3 officers ~nd
several enlisted men, It wns then decidod to pull back o little
and try to get through on the 1:ft, but once more the lead platoon
ren into mines, wounding more enlisted men,

The battalion commanding officer saw that daylight was not
far off and decided to draw bick ond try another route far off to
the left.s In this aren the battrlion moved to the base of the obw
jective and came under machine gun fire, Then the machine gun was
heord a sigh of relief went through all the men as they know that the
battalion had clecred the mined rres and was started uwp into high
ground, o

The bottalion continucd up the hill in the face of this mochine
gun and mortar fire ~nd sceured its objective, capturing 15 enlisted
men and 1 officer, The reason the battrlion attrck was so fierce
wns that all men were anxiouvs to be on the high ground and get into
the cnemy's position, for they knew there weren't isny mines there,

The opinion wns that if we had had more time to prepcre for the
attack, patrols could have found the mined areas and mrrked them,

We could have then had some lones cleared by the engineers ond L &
P platoon or had some trrks proccde us with the infantry following
in the tenk tracks, With the mined aren cleared the battelion could
hove goved many of the casualtics that we receivedl."

I'irst Lieutenant GEORGE C. GR.CE, 168th Infantry,

",rproximetely five doys prior to actual operation, the of=-
ficers were notificd thet the Bebtalion would force o crossing of
the VOLTURNO River Southenst of the town of CAJAZZO and sedze the »
high ground E-st' of CAJ.Z20, Every offiecsr in the battalion was
teken forwmrd to the high srownd over-looling the ground over which
the bettalion was to opurate, We 21l familiarized ourselves os well
as possible with the terrsin, . o

A number of patrols were sent down to the river to determine
such things =8 depth, speed of current, river bottom, height of
river banks ~nd to try to locate enemy positions. .




HaHovr wwp A200 tempe, 13 Onbehor 1043, The battali s moved
U from Zts blvousce arco ﬂ$ ausk 12 October ond moved int» a res
ssembly area, Fore the officers checked their men and cquipmont
or such things that pertoin to a night operebion. Radios wore

sifort, "B" Company ves to cross
vattalion and create a dlSouPDvﬂC
~v could moke the crossing all ric
Joln tho battalion., If not, thoy wex

. the rest of the battalion had crosced,
‘6 2th Infantry was to suppert the ate

:d pogitions,

: s on owr risht flank, Bobwesn our 1eit
flonk  nd the 3rd Division therc was a gap of approximately onc
niic, '

for "." Company, folloved by "C" and
o

£

~tely 2070 "“rds Bas
e the oremy, IF ih
.

The artillery concantrations wore to be 1ifted 100 yarde
crory Tive minutas,

The crosging vns to be mude with tho assistance of infantry
cssault boats. As it tATDMd ort, tnrso onts weren't ncccssary, as
it was found that the

Once the viver s CTVL(CQ the companics -erc bo follow en
cgimvth to a predesignnt . farm ‘ouuo ”hich Tas =n essembly point,
The attack to the high grouwnd -ne to corbinue from there,

At ﬂzOQ,hours, 114 -n moved ount with MAM Compeony
The "ﬁtU“l eros! de vith 1ivtle difficulty. The
on did rocoive some ”1f70 nd machine gun Fire, but it did
RN Compally wes ahln to cross
The entire bettalion wnps

f'z; ™

ncd tﬂc D uqu”¢on £.8
across the river by Gerrli
ch riflc comn i

ner mov. & ot
o eonghh i a CCmbl”ﬁ i
Tire held tho batt-lion for

ot

ing
mac&ino gun and mort T firc.
betber part of the dav.
Comprny "DY, whiek could not move forward due to the riflc
comnenics being held up, Jug in wlong the river bank, Tvo &lmm
morbers wore scb up nnd some firo -as acliV~rcd The communicrtion
ves not vorkins very of fectively end this hamp-red th c 81 firc as
& NOCCHSHTY for the riflc compmnics to adjust thc fire, Thc
mrchine gung -ere gt up -long the river bunk, bubt dld not heve

The o 'oruunlﬁy 0 firc

B
crnecern and the huﬁf} meehin
506, bt no cotmtoratiock d voloped.

Corpaniece "M rnd 00 by vori-us mon nouvers ﬂwrirg the day,
' the cnemy to vithdr: i to the hirher ground. This action took
gomt time as the opory rochine guns verc ”@71 placed ~nd could
s front vmry well, ‘

During this period "AY Comruﬂy flush.d & group of aboub 40
jr*& the open. Then the I=1's wend to work and vory fow of

Yo cmy got axa}.

7.4 dotmn on our loft flank cocuscd

Lnony eme
hﬂpc e “wore charnged to cover This

=2 Q, ‘O T“f
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Wren darknesa fell, the nhtacking compnnics noved up o the
objcctive and sccured it, "D Comprny ~nd Battalion Headqurriers
thor moved up and the battriion orgnnizced the defense of the ob-
joetive M

Technierl Sergennt EJRL N, GRUNDHIER, 135th Infontry.

"For the crossing of the VOLTURIO River, October 13, at 0200
hours, we got everything nrrrnged ond drilled the plonned :ottack
orlicr into every man's mind on 12 Qctober. (11 support machkine guns
woire placed end ny section att-ched to the ~ss~ult c-mprny of riflce
ren, “le crossed the river —hich wms sbout 150 yards wide ~nd up to
Aé‘fcet deep. It was very swift currsnt ard we hod to string o lizn
to keep from getting wrshed dowm strenm, The moin thing we gained
s surprise. Mostly by crossing where Jerry weosn't expecting us
and close artillery support, which fell within 100 yards upstrean
from us 21l the while ve crossed.

4 was very succassful and we had gained the objective aboub
1500 yards on the othor side of the river, without Jerry getting
completely organized, Fast movement nnd very good control of crtile-
’ lery with close in suprort, to keep Jerry domn until we were right
V/ on him, was mrinly responsible for tho successful mission, The
machine gun platoons carried heavy machine guns ot that time ~ud it
iras very hard to keep up to a fast moving nssault tean. L-ter ve
changed to 1irkt mackine guns for assauvlt and nttack moverents
and they wore much casier to handle and just as good fire power.
fle use them all the time now,
The hoavy mochine guns are carri~d in the batislion supply
¢ trein and we acturlly hnve never used them since, except on defcine
sive positions =% thc beachhend nt ANZIO, There we could have used
! lights just as well =nd it seems tha heavy machine guns are just
erecess lugzage in this type of war," :

g. Patrol Orerntions. The patrol in the Tinnl analvsis is the mejor
source of encay inforrrtion. 'hile there nre limit-tions it is the prtrol who
verifics the IPY ~nd FI revorts on the ground, In the carly days on the NZI0
Beachhend, where metrolling wag most extenniva, 1t was found that methods used
left nuch to b dosired. Very fow prisorsus hrd been tokon and thore were

large sectors on the division front for vhich ro informrtion hrd been rorthcoming
for as much ~s fkrece wesks. Io renedy the sitvation a specinl patrol group wes
orgenized in erch regimert of volinteer men, Given namce such as the 168tk
Infantry hotilesnokes, the 133rd Infantry Red Feilers and the 135th Infonry
Blue Devils, the mern lived nnd rehrarsed their operdtions in the renr orec. In
a relatively short time the new organizations proved their worth ond provided
the division with - weulth of information.

Tiret Licutenant HIROLD C. BISHOP, 168th Infantry.

"It is of grest importonce in defensive positions to gcin in-
telligence through reconnrissance and combat patrols, The follov=
ing faults were cormon with many of our patiols:

-
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1. OCarclussness in moving forunrl, r-sulting in discovery by
cneny ot dist-nces of ~s much ng 200 yards,
2e Lnck of aggrcssiveness, prrily duc to frar of LP Mines, or

of enory rmbhush, nnd partlv due te lrek of orientntion of pao trol
menbers by ﬂntrol lenders, resulting in Aouht es to mission and

nethods,
3¢ Inobilit to copture prisoncrs, due to the above factors,
Recormendntions:

(n) Trplosis on right tra‘ning, nnd use of smaller
putrols, Rocornaissance.patrols of 2 to 4 men, combat pnurols or
raids of 10 to 12 men are sufficlent, ~.d considerably safer in o

majority of ecaczes.

() The r¢morﬂl of patrols from fr-nt lings to reor
erens twenty-four hours.prior to the time the patrol is to deprrty™

First Lieutenant FRIC B, RODEY.IDj JR., 162th Infantry.

"On 2 .pril 1944, in *the viecinity of ISOL, BELLA, Italy, a
patrol of 12 men medc a raid on an encmy.strong voint at M.NACO
vhich ras loecated r~bort 300 yards in front of our front line posi-
tions, Our rission wes to goncrally raise hell -—rith Jerry. Ve
procecded to within 50 yards of MUTACO without being detocted. The
rifle grenadier fired one round at +he roof of the house cousing a
sm:ll fire ond encry confusion. Lo tha cnery tricd to extinguish
the fire ~nd mar thelr wunopons, we orenad fire with rifle, B/L ard
torry-gune c-using them rn ~mdetermined number of casualties, iR
thig time, dewm wne brenkins ~ud ve Lroceeded to return to our own
lincs under cover of smoke fired by the battalion €lmm mortors. Ve
suffered no casunltics on this raid and cn outpost ot ISCL. BFLL.
obscrved the enemy picking 'wp meny cnsunlties. The outpost inflict-
ed two more cosuelties with sniper fire, :

I recomnend that in%elligones officers of =all units infore
potrol lendsrs of « mission ot lenst four hours in advance of the
tine *ther r~re to begin., Thie would give the petrol Jeader time to
nnke plr n%, orient his prtrol nnd procurc ary cxbrn equﬂpvﬁnt thnt
is reeded.!

Firgt Lieutennnt ARTHUR TREO, 168th Tnf-ntry,

"On Mey 13, 1944, I roved out wit. o five-ran prt trol, com n
deop drow ranning “erﬁeﬂ tcular to thr enem~ lines. Tnls p trcl
mas not o battalion orier but indspencenmt action of the plnioon,
Ve tovid ~ut in a Ara7 which ves ~Arding snd alfférded good concenlw
neny iun acvauciur, I infer ed ny nen that ovr riscion wre Ho ine-
vesuvltute the dver for n;pﬁcylAhtGTy 200 yarcs rnd fight only if
necessary .

It wes my desire to capture o Germa n, if posgsible, nnd I De=
lieved at that +ime of dny nv ~ould rot e lowt since there never
qnq mqyd wwtine retivity on the b ‘eﬂﬁ?ﬁﬂﬂd. _

Yo proceeded in single file down the drrw for approximetely
600 vords vntil we came to n bend ir the draw after which it
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straishtened out for nbout 157 vords, 4t this point, T observed a
German crovling into » mochin~ g bowltloh p on the side of the
bank about 150 y »'s ~w-y. I 1eft Shrce nen behind ot this point
in position to plree fire on that gurn should thoy open up, My
scrgernt cnd I procreded on domm the dAr-w, I instructed the men I
left behind not te firs unless the encmy fired, or unless I opened
fire. Using tho ~v~ilrbls cover cnd concerlment we ndvanced to withe
50 yards of tae gn omplecement, At this time, on~ of my men
opened fire with »~ tommy-gun., I fornd out later he hnd done so bee
couse e saw a2 termen rise up and aim o rifle in the direction of
the cergeant and myself. He hit the German, hut »t this point Jerry
orencd vp with crossing machine sun firc ﬁnd rein of potato
mosherse The firet grercde wounded me in th» arm ~nd leg, render-

.

ing my right arm useless. Thr scrgerut wos hit in the log -nd coulde
ntt wnlk,

There were -~pprovimntely 14 Germens in this position ~nd they
witnessed our approsch -nd suckad us in. They come out of their
position rnd got in behind vs and drove off my thkree men., Then
they st rted uovﬂrﬂ us scarching through the grnss.

e cecided we didn't Lave o chronece to fight our way out ~nd
rrther than surrender we Accided to toke our chnnce on their not
finding us, They wvnlked through us bub 4id not find us., When
they had n11 ronn tmck to their pesitions we decided we would
have to stoy until d-rk beeruse we vere wounded rnd could not fight
effectively if obrervad rovins ovt, Too, there wms no wind blowing
and trying to cra:l cut throuch ta1l grass would have attracted
cttention, We 1oy still -=til 10 ofclock th-t night, at vhich tinme
we got out safelr an retiwrnad into our lines,™

First Lieutenant I.7CH/RD 7OFD

i1, 135th Infrntry,

"Patrol n~ction iz on- of the most importrnt things in combot
and tro smll potrols ~re Lctwnr th-r one large onc if they r~re
constantly in communicotion -nd terrain permits them to be mutu-lly
support*rv. Recorn~isannce of longz vallovs =rd high ground on both

lonks is possible -t the g-nme t?ﬁp.

SChi's No, 535 arz excollont for potrol work of this tyvo,

P t“obo operating ~long the high ground on eilther side of o v-lley
cen viguelly sowey 11 the torrsin and ersily pick up any eneny
movenert in the scctor, Ry using this systenm prisoners haove bee
trken without o shot being firod."

Coptrin REID B, HUPT, 1235th Infantry.

"Be crrefvl in sending patrols nlong samc route, Exemple:
S0 VITTGRE, Ttcly. Dive or six poirols wors sent into the town
from 5 on differcnt occasions. Vher attack was mode ngninst the
torm, the right comprny followed the sarz route. The cnery hrd
conccntr: ted men in th~t sector, Thoy stopped ~n entire compony
in the first stage of attack, Our left compnny moved over ncw
territory without receivin: firec or cont-ct,"
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Sccond Licutenant TURNEY E. SHANCH, 133»d Irnfontry,

"It hns been ry cxporicnee thrt in the.type of ~ction encoun=
tered in the last phase, i.e.;, r deloying action by » snmall body
or by ~ lone sniper, th-t t-o scouts are not sufficicnt. I used
fron threc to five men as n ndvance potrol, picked for their

~coolneces ~nd nggrassivencss, in practictlldy every ndvonce mrde by
ry platoon, ‘ ~ : . '

. For rn instrnce, rs =n cntered the torm of. (R“TORIO, border
ing on the IRNO Eiver, on the 24%h of July, we were in s colurm of
platoons, my pl~toen, the 2nd, le-~ding. The ~foremontioned point
patrol oft five ren, 2 arred with sub-machine quns and the remainder
with M=l rifles, ertored the torn appromimately 40 yards nhe~d of
the platoon. g *hey nocred e Sowm square, thoy were fired vpon
by o sniper ~rmed -rith A machine pistel, Irmedintely, they took
cover rnd 1ndd “c m o khsavy volume of fire on the position forcin

v//f the sniper to withrr~v. TF the customrry 2 scoute hud been used,

it would not heve he.r noseibls to bmild vp sufficient firepowver
without deploying *ke pi-tocn ~nd losing valuable time,

This form~tio: is ~lso vscful in hervily wooded sections,
vhere tvo men enrnot amply rccornoiter routes forward, thereby
delcying the advrnce," '

Steff Sergeant MICIAEL D. COURTEA'Y, 133rd Irfantry.

"During the period of Juvly 7 to July 19, 1S44, " corpnny
wos moving through sttock ~fter attack, Ve kert roving s thesc
acvrneeg -were ropid, Llsc we were c.ughtin quite a few trrps.
This brings uwp the point of scouts, The scouts, in ry point of

. view wope not-for crough out and dida't renlly take time to look
at the terrain, . S :

My suggestion is to give mon more training in scouting -nd

- potrelling. Scoubs arc o very impertent factor in a fast moving
cdvences L men who knows whet to look for oan save many lives,"

ha Defensive Oporntions.

Extreet Higtoriccl Narrative & Journal, /G of S, G-3, April 1944,

~ "The 34th Inf Div was vholly on the defensive throughoud April,
At no time in its combrt “Wistory bad Mo Givision Becn on the defensive in
such unfrvorable terrain, Boenure of th- enomy's ndvantrge in observation, .
movement in the reglmental nrens wie resiricted to the hours of derkness, and
even the most recrvard clermant: of the Division were dug in" . e

-First Lieutenan, H'ROLT O, BISHOP, 168th Infantry.

"The rccommendntiors mnde in the foilowing paper are based
~on experience. gnirad in o strtle defensive position on the /NZIO.
Beachherd between Mrreh and May, 1044, ond to a. certain extent, in
o defensive position in the vieinity. of SBIL, 4friea, dn Mrreh
1543, . . .
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One of the most néglocted problemg, reglected out of noces sity,

ds the physic-1 =nd monte) offent of. n dnfbn51vL position on the

individurl soldicr, In v defens? Ve -position, th¢ men must remoin
for long periods at thoir assignrd stotions. In - position vhere
tho cremy is in close proximity (370 yrrds to 600 vards) it is
neeessary, for thom to remein in their glit trenches throughout
the hours of Aaylizht, rnd to stey in the immedinte wicinity =t
night.. Ths necer uhuy of heing constonbly slort precludes thot pose
81111ty of slrep at nichy, or »f mmch diversion during devliight,

L oetable 63l(qQJVu bosivion reouirés an éntirely different

QYDV of t”"lnln’ end or;~nization than is rbnuired for offensive

action, leloman should bc trained to mrn mrchine guns ns it will
%nlrﬂrJIy be necessary to omploy mofe than the ordincry nurber of
meeiine guns, It is ~lso valurble to heve rifle comauny persouanel
troined in fire adjustment methods, . + largor, more comprchensive

"ornunlcrtlcq cystem is used: .n infeontry b”tt“llon mey well use

ng aony s 40 talepiones of vrrious types, .
Improvement of positions muct be conbinuous. F ach man must

hrve n fox hole (strnding-type) for fighting purposes. . slit

trench is much loss satisfacto or; and offere less protection, ~l=
though it is ndvisable to hrve one in the immedinte vieinity of the
fox hole, fer the mar to slécp in, In one instrrice, meh were ueing
slit trenches vhich vere covered, except for the forwnrd end., The
position wms penetrated by an encmy patrol, but our mon found they
could not firs to the ronr without getting out of their “rcnchos,.

Inothor position lefoct commonly found wrs the distonce bee
tueen barbed wire and fori-rd positions, ire wes sometimes 150
vards frem forvard pns¢+1ons,1mweas 75 yards is prob”ulj o more
cffective distence, -

It is of utmost imporiance tha% all friendly minefields ‘be
acouratvly chnrtad, ard the skebches bu pub ucwn to companing, If
this is not done, - men ~nd tﬂnké will be 1oct ‘

\

Second Lieutenant LATRENCE i G/FEJEY, 168th Infrntry,

0n 5 Svly 1944, Company "B" wrs moving forwerd to somc high
ground abeut 1370 vards Couth of CASTELLINL. Our mission vns to
orgrnizé rnd hold cdovt 1000 verds of this high ‘ground,

The company ccmm-r ‘or put the lst p]atoop ‘on’ the left, the 3rd
plotoon on the risht ar i he1d"the 2nd plotoon in the rear as o
mouile support. The light machine gun- section wie put in the con-
ter of the campeny line of defense and the mortar seetion wos
rla ced. in rerr of the hich gromnd and about centered the comprny,

. mrchine gm plotoon fron Comprny "D" reported to us rs we
vere about to go ints position. Beedusc it wos: *npldlv becoming
dark the compray commernder put ome scetion with cach of the front
line pl-toons and told us to selact positions for thom, oo

The first platoon, of ~hich I am in cormand, was a short dise
tance to the resr vhile I, with my nassengor, started to sclect
positions. I decided to plﬂce h- squads -rell forvnrd on the sl?pe
and form cambat strong pointe rcross the front, The aren I hod to
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cover wrg so rroct thet T el d rot hope to Feve o lire of »mon, I
found three plaeces from which e could cover our entire front hy
fire ~nd after sonding for the sgu~d lcaders, hnd them place their
sgqunas in those positions,

The hervy machine —an scetion enme forimrd ~nd I split it
plreinz one gun orn th:» left - bore thoy coull cross fire vwith Bne
unit on our loft (Corprry "LV, 172th Irf) and cover our front, The
other I put or the ”1ght “terc it cculll cover our front and olso
cresg fire with both tvo light mochine gpuns' on my right ~nd the
other heavy, Thc hill sloped vory un*'o“mlv ~nd I estimote that
thiey had zrazing fire for 400 yards in 211l dircctions but our right,
vhere o nose interfersd =ilh our fire.

Wie outposted each of the strons points, arranged visiting
patrols, and cpert -11 niskt resting -nd ~miting. for ~n ~tinck.
There s no cnery rctivity Auring that night,

The nert morning ~bout 7900 hours enery prtrols of about five
or six men begen hittineg us at sever-l points in the compony line.
The squed leader of ry “hird squed come rinning to my OP, of'ter one
porticularly hesvy att- % on my right ~nd reported that his souad
ws pinned dom by fire ~nd one of our light machine juns hnd been
Ffirinze on it, o investizat~d the neochine gun first ‘nd found th-t
rn oencm petrol hind knoekod it out ith 2 hand grencde ~nd, e
believe, fir-d it for » vhile before being discovered s~nd driven
off,

e next took half of the squed forming the center strong
point ~nd planed then with rmy messenger ﬂnﬁ rndio man vuvrc they
ch‘ cover us ~nd the traprod eguad, The sguad leoader and L
en proececdel dorm e the sgurd. On tho vay we shot tvo Jerries
~nd with the help of fire from the covering forcc forced throce
morc Lo surrender, Coveral others got rvey, Upnn looking tho
situ-tion over I belicve thrt tho enemr sncoled throush thwe grp
erartod sthan ke mechine cur a2 beor knocked oub, wrd kit my
s

d on the right flaonk,
Tn this cnse the squad lecder's courage in contacting me when

“his squad wos trapped probably s"vri many lives ord saved the come

pany from gerious trouble. For the type of terrain we were in our
frontages were much too wile nnd we hrd o great denl of Aifficulty
defending thema

Another thing which I believe should be trnken into considerce
‘tion is that a couple of weeks of combat wecksns a p;utoon conside
erobly and it is difficul® to executo o mission that is normaily
assigned a full platoon with it."

Sergeant RICH/RD JOHNSON, 135th Infantry,

"Je had becn nttocking day after day with our casuh“tﬂes
mountlné,

The ob]ect*vo one ~Tternoon vos to attack and clear thrce
builllrgs, and hold, ‘“he attack went beautifully with. siprport-
ing light tanks and mcdiums behind them, Our objective was
reached in less thon 15 minutcs, Our mistake was in setting up
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a "halfebaked" defensive behind the houses, Within an howr a
small force of Germans counterattacked and was upon us before we
knew what was haprening, which resulted in a hasty withdrawal and
a completely disorganized unit," ' ,

Captoin REID B, HUFF, 135th Infantry,

"In temporary defensive positions be sure that outposts are
established for enouzh away from main body so that sufficient
! warning may be given if outposts are attacked,
One platoon of Company L was cantured at MONTIQUILL, Ttaly
i because the outposis were loss than 50 yards from remainder of
i platoon and timely warning could not be given to alert the platoon,"

i. CP = OP Operationg. The CP is the center of all operations and the
OP is a business establishment for the purpose of observing and destroying the
enemy. Established observation posts should not be subjected to the careless=
ness of commanders and their staffs, -

Major ALLISON A, COMRAD, 135th Iufantry, . -

"Control of movement in and around an OP must be continuous.
It is fatal to relax this caution for one moment. Even in a unit
as battleeschooled as this one, I have seen occasions when ex=
cessive movement around an OP (and in one instance, a CP) brought
immediate enemy fire which caused unnecessary casualties, Vigite
ing firemen who insist on diiving vp to your front door instead of
parking at a reasonable distance and advancing on foot under cover-
are the worst offenders. Vshicle dismounting point must be. clearly
marked and guarded twenty-four hours a day. Legs movement at the
0P neans legs work for the GRO," ’ '

Technician Fifth Grade ERNEST J. L)NGIE, 135th Infantry.

"hile under combat fire, one can never feel too safe. In
one instrnee our battalion had moved up and relieved another unit -
and after the unit had oriented us as to the situation »t hand we
settled down for the night feeling quite safe as they had informed
us that the encmy hadn't shelled the immediate viecinity of the CP,
They had been there for 30 some days without their CP being shell=
ed. Well, ‘the next day the lst Sergennt and other nen-coms cofe
menced to instruct the men not to do nny unnecessary walking around
snd not to heng out their towels, shirts or anything that could be
obscrved by the enemy.

' e stayed in this CP for two weeks without drewing a single
shiell, but finally a fow of the men apparently forgot or disregarde
ed their instructions and hung out a couple of white towels to dry,

g ond sweat shirts also. As a result our CP drew enemy artillery

’ fire, costing the lives of three men,"



First Licutennnt E'RCLD C. BISHOP, 168th Infantry.

"Bettrllon ond compnny CP's, in stable defensive positions,
can ~nd should bo set up in Lrsinreslike strle, even if they are
.underground,  Adeguate.filcs should be set up for th- abundonce of
intelligence nnd-operationsl mnterinl, such ns patrol reports,
overlnys of friendly ~nd .enemy dlsposntlonp, counterbattery ~nd
counterattack pinns, ete, Filing systoms must be set wp immedictely,
or yaluable mnterin7 will be lost."

Private Flrst Cl ss TILLILM TCODROW, 135th Infantry. )

~ "From my experiences ns an F. 0. in an infantry combaf bate
~talion, I have found out several important points through sad cx-
perience, Tirst .of all great core must be tnken if qpproachlno en
0P in the daylight; to Keep from being observed by the enemy. He
usually has nl1l] th- o obsepvation fnyhov, ~nf if he sees you he.will
fire on yon, no matfcr howv fow or m uy there are in the party.
Dnee the OP hes boor eei~blished, don't disclose your position, If
you can see the enery, he Cf"'~1n1v cnn see you. Do the things you
have been tought to ﬂo when observing,
; Here are two incidents vhich acturlly occured in combat,
‘Three men werc in- i QP oh the sgide of ~ mountain, The only cover
) 'w“s e swall wall obout three fect hizh 'nnd six feet long. One man
/‘ fstood up to urlnpte) ithin three minutes = dozen rounds fell in
. 'thc genersl vicinity, He not only endangered himself, but also
/ ‘his buddies. Today that. man is dend. You sce, he made one more
/ mistckes 'L sorgeant was observing from a window in o promincnt
building, Some wise guy in the next room began to snipe at some
Goermens much too far nway for any accuracy, but he caused enough
commotion to draw attontion to the ares., The sergennt moved guite
closc to the window to rot » better view ~nd was shot through the
eyca The scrgeant vz nt fault for getting too close to the vwine
dow, but sniping from an OP should bé altogether discouraged,
' Use your head, Informntion is no good if the informer cannot
deliver the information to the source who can make use of it."

]

Je Lir - Ground quison, Close qunpo*t acriAl bombardment has not in
all cases provcd.completcly satisfnactory, but the potontialities of the weapon
for infantry support are grent,

Lieutenqnt Colonel H“RK T, ”XRLIN, J%., .0 of S, G—3, BAth Infone
try D1v151on.

, ng reported on 6 Lpril 1944 for dut ‘with 445th Bombardment
Squadron (1), 221st Bombardment Group_(ﬂ) ' g :

" During tour of duty I ~ttendod throe 'briefings! prior to
missions, accomprnied one mission t¥ its trrzet ns a passenger in
‘the leading element of threc pl- nes, nccompnnied the Squadron
Commonder on o 'chnparon' £1ight to the Romb Safe Line on a second
riission and took part in. informnl discussions with the Squadron

1.
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Commonder and the 321et CGroup Cperations Officer.
o Observetions rnle dvring this briof period SU’HCJt *hut the
rTO sont exehn nge of lir -mid fround Force personnel be econtinucd ~nd
thot, vhern practic-1, offorts be rade to nssure that officers be
cvcpfn”f‘ srf01"31“ Nwrln periods vhen nir oper-~ticns are in
Dircet Suppors of Gr-u etiﬁ“s. It i bclicved th-t ~ir corps
officers gener~1ir m over such exbensive fronts thint it
is not possible for s to be fomilicr.in o SUfflCIAHt
desmec with the torr in imnediotely to the front of o infontry,
Thig ie eepeeislly trus, it —wovld appear, since most flying offie
cors ore Liouten-nts or Coptains with a COPp”r“tlvolf ghort neriod
of treining ia np -nd ~ericl photo re~ding; o clreumssance no
less trur in the Ground Forces. Unlike ground officers, who moy
spend o considerabl. cmount of time in map study to determine
Joc~tions, howevor, Jir Corps officers arc pormitted comprrotively
o o JC(nds to recognize thalir tarret and %o et eway. their bombg.
It is apprecist=d that uvpon mrny occnsiong under conditions

T flvil werfore the czehonge of “ir and Ground perconnel berore
migsions is imrracticnl., The indic-ted mothod is rocommended for
trial prior to resurmption of the offen51vo in th~ present ssctor,
the ground plen heving bern formulated nnd the initial ollotment

of Jir Support having been made:

Tt is suzresteds

ERANN

L.

c(2) Tret Tlight Leoders and Navientors visit the Division to
be supported prior to and during oir oper~tions cnd thet this per-
sonnel be oriernted on the grov‘d and by flights in Division air

OP!g,
- (b) That Ground 0rficers from the scctors concerncd visit
tbc Lir Groupb end nssist in briefing Flight Lendere -xnd Mnvigotors
ccompanving flights in nn odvisory. capreity if that be dcwlrod
» (¢) That on: n- vigater ~nd on- flight lender from ctch Jir
Group-vicit the divieion which is to. bc support d prior to begine
ning ooerntiOﬁss
(2) Thet cne divis

ion.SUupl OLflCOT visit rach Group which
*;y in surport; -1

ing present for the bricfing prior to
j That the crelionce of officers be mage once ecch two deys
hen asphcially close support missions are de=

In otlemot in this theoter h~s beon rnade to dovelop‘closo liaigon with
the establishment of !HOT"LflJ o grstom in vhickh cub planes were usecd To
orient borber pilotg aver thé. b urfct nroa. - Ibewas dlscoxdoa es unsatisfoctory
efter losing severel cvbs nnd Leewvse the Lir Corps did not consider thc ter-
gets remmerative. Division obsarvers. rccort thet cereful triefing 1s the koy
factor, nnd th: pllots roport. thet to: oupﬁlcmort triefirg seeing the ground
prior to thc mission vouls be most Aclﬂfhl Tkis coreful ri“fing ﬂouylgd with
visual aids such o8 ccuc:z'ﬁ’1 smake over *the targ:t hna I ~oved cuceessful,
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First Lieutenent EURTON ¥, ISTHPERG, 168th Infantry.

"In January 1044 the 168th Infanbtrv was in the viecinity of
CERVARO, after making spactaculer progress {rom just north of VIN!FRO,
On 11 Janvary I was on an observation post on Hill 496, arproximately
1500 yards east of CERVARO, On the morning of the 11th, we received
word thet, at 1200 hours the Air Force would strafe and bomb the town
of CERVARO; also thrt friendly artillery would lay red smoke markers
on the target to aid the Air Corps, That morning I observed enemy
activity in the town of CERVERO., I adjusted 2Imm mortar fire on
enexy personrel moving about the town., I ~lso observed patrols of
our regiment moving about in the olive orchards north and erst of the
town. At approximately 1155 hours our own ertillery fired red smoke
merkers on the town, FExactly at 1200 hours the first formation of
4-351s eppeared from the south snd circled around to our rear and
started their dive on CERVARO from the east, They strafed end
bombed sirultansously, After the first flight had passed over the
terget they swung arond to the south and cireled back to the east
gaining a2ltitude. They then made another dive on the tarzet, bub
this time, they strafed only and did rot bomb. Fach succecding
flight vent trrough the same procedure, The closc ~ir support ate
tack on CERVARO lasted for approximately one-half hour, A1l bombs
were released with extreme accuracy and found the target with
maximum effect, Aided by this bombing, the second battalion of the
15%th Infantry attacked the town. On the following day CIZRVARO
was ours.”

Serzeant JAMES ¥, STAPLETQN, 133rd Infantry,

"Air support is a very important factor. If our strafing
effects Jerry as his does us, our planes do not necessarily ne-d
to cause casuclties, It slso boosts our morale to see our pleanes

overhead,"

Cover, Concealment snd Disversion. The basic principles of the

subject matter have been tloroughly discussed in the field menuals irrecpective

of branch,

The relative zbsence of the German Lu“twaffe and the apparent short-

age of enemy artillery amrunition as the campalgn progrossed created at tl“?s,?'
a false sensc of security rcsuliing in loxness and sometimes outright cereless«

nesse.

Ceptein HCRATIO N, LONG, JR., Headquartersrﬁéth Infantry Division.

"It is unustal for the -enery to call artillery or mortar Iire
on well-dispersed troops in a stabilized situation, Too often &
sense of false security descends upon us after z 1ull in enery
fire end we begin to group up forming targets for fire which is
brought dovn vith devasteting effect.

' During the attack at S. MARTA OLIVETO, 4 November 143, the
cormvnding officer, Company ___, ___ Infantry assembled his pletoon
leeders and key KCO!'s to plan the continuance of the attack.
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shortly after assembling, a heavy sncmy' mortar barrage fell upon
the position resulting in =11 of th~> officers and the majority of
the JCO's becoming cosunltics, ™ith no leaders the entire company
veceme disorgenizoed and withdrow, v -

Sceond Lieutenant CLARTHCE E, SPIKE, 132rd Infantry,

"It has been my expericnee =1l theough the Italian Cempaign
that the American soldir is inclined to 'bunch up' in grouns, The
doughboy of this wer ssoms to think that as long as he has o number
of his companions close to him he is fairly sefe. .

In October 1943 we were advancirg on BEWEVENTO, Italy, ir the
approach march, It was a fairly dark night and the men were walke
ing on each others hocels when they should have been spread out,
Suddenly, 'hoom' - a largs caliber shell hit the column and wiped
out the majority of & whole platoon of Company "KM, Had the men
been at proper interv:l damage would have been s great desl less,.”

Staff Sergeant HAROLD F. IMISCHAMP, 133rd Infantry.

"One losson I have learncd in combat is 'there is no fox hole
better then the one you are in'," '

Technician Fourth Grade JOHN MAYORCHAK, 135th Infantry.

"Some of my buddies and I were injured at the third crossing
of the VOLTURNO, We were oehind a hedgerow when Jeorry opened up.
The Tirst shell wounded many of us slightly. I went for my fox
hole and some of the others did likewiss, but the remaindsr took
off cnd in Jerry's next barrago the majority of these were severe=
ly injurcd. A shell landed within 6 fert of me, but my fox hole
paid very good dividends."

Sergeant SHELDON G, JOHNSTONE, 135th Infantry.

"Those vho were on the ANZIO Beachhead soon found that unless
both men and positions weren't.kept out of sight or camouflaged
80 as to make it hard or impossiblc to be scen they wouldn't lest
long, We had a very good example of how important camouflerc is.

Our first positions were sandbegged positions on top of the
ground because of wetness, The men who were there before us hed
takon away their nets, which wore the only cemovflage possivle in
that case. Our ncte were unsuitable for the terrain end could be
uscd merely to bronk the outline. We received direct fire. Loter,
we put our own position in an alfalfa ficld, Wo used alfalfa along
with the nets and tested the job by going only a few yards away.
We worked on it until satisfied that no observation post on the
Jerry sidc could possibly pick us out. Tre result was that, regard-
less of 2ll the shelling they did at nearvy roads, gun positions,
houses, etc., wes never received a close rovnd."




dictated by terrain ond rapidity of move:

1.

Private First Class THOVAS I, FALZONT, 133rd Infantry,

"1 was trapped with ovr platoon leader in a small Aiteh, T
had te ley flat on my sztonach to kerp under cover of the machine
gun firiny at us. Lvervtire I moved while crawling backrmrds I
stuck some part of my body up and wes fired upon, I laid in that
diteh for 2 hours trying o cra~l hrck when my platoon sergeant
yelled to me dirccting me out of the trap."

Corporsl H/ROLD . GAARD, 135th Infantry,

't CASSIND one night w0 moved our anti-tark platoon Torward,
fairly close to the front lines, Our guns weren't noeded that
night, so we dug in behind a six-foot bank., Therc were trecs on
s the bonk, so w2 dug dovn and under the bherk because if shell
hod hit in the trees it would have becn the same as aerial bursts,
end by digeing thet vy we also bad overhead protection, Mrchine
gun bullebe were buszing overkead, which gove us more willpower to
dig.

LA passing scldier gobt curious to se~ vhat was going on., He
grobbed e pair of field glesses and crawled on tep of the hark, In-
stend of being cureftvl and getting in a shedy spot or by o trec,
he got right in tha opern in plain sight where the sun reflected on
the glasses, Someonc crnutioncd him and he had just got into o fox
hole when Jerry threw in o barrase, Thanks to the good fox holes
no onc was seriously hert, hoever, our squipment lying ouwiside of
the fox holes were tora to shreds.”

.,

Infantrv Weepons. The cmplovrent of infantry support wespons,

1ty has always been o subjuct of cone

troversy within the Division, The sugrestions and idens submitted harein repre-
sent the thought of all wezpons men based upon many months of actual operation
against the cnemy,

(1) Machine Gun.

Staff Scrgzant BRICHNID W, FREDRICKSON, 133rd Infantry.

"Ls a machine gun scetion lrader, it hes been rany times my
assignment to be attreh-d to » rifle unit, sometimes unaccom:anicd
by en officer. Although intrnding to imply no criticism of the
riflc unit's judement or -ny inability on its part, T hev found
ocernsion~1ly & clash is unavoidable concerning certzin declee
iong; semebimes the rifle unit cormnnder is not thorouchly accucint-
cd with the tactical cmplovm-nt of hecavy weapons. gain, o diffcr-
cnce of opinion on o minor meotter; usually as n non-conmiszsioned
ofiicer my opinion holds little weight in such cages. T have leart-
cd that an HCO with o seetion attached to a rifle unit must be
Goukly aggrassive, come out with his decisions or opinicns, end
many times nct on his o'm initiative or judgment before receiviyg
orders, as it is datursl thet somotimes he —ill be forgotten entirc.
1y or neglected; espocinlly in the attack,”

i
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Stoff Scrreant LOUTS CARSTENS, 135th Infantry.

e heve found since o rly in the Africen Campaign thot if we

~rc in closs sipport of o rifls platecon and are called on to fire a
torpet such re n Ykrout! vachine gun that .not more than 2 men
carrying the gun and o chest of emmunition should cravl-to o suli=
rble position from vhich to fire to try for accuracy end surprisc,
Lfter Firipg we thon mova unck soom es possible to cover as in most
cases. Jérry soon covers tho aren with fire, We have done this

on numerous occasions vith zood effect. Shortly before LEGHORN, we
picked up a 'kraut! machine gun by sound and observabtion that hed

o rifle platoon pinred dovn. ™o watched the position until the
krouts! scemed inten® on e-mething olse to their front, then
gquickly set up our gun and fired severel long bursts ‘which silenced
the 'kraut' gun. Our punrcre immediately went back®to better cover,
_In & very short timc 'kraut! fire was plrced on our vacated posi-
tion, Surprisc fire on a countersttack by waiting until you cen @
firec on some of ths '"raubts! further back first has proved to be
guite demoralizing, particulerly if you ars firing from & flenk ns

" hod oceasion to do vhen Company "A' on our left was being counter-

atbacked, The 'kreoubs! scemed ot a lose what to do #md were sodn dis-
- (=}
~ [l

persed by our orm artill:ry fire," .
Captain JACOR G. GEIER, Headgusrtors, 34th Infrntry Division.
. T . ~ . - e ‘.‘..‘.’ o
"Compine the iight mechine gun and BIR best: fontures to mcke
o light mechine gun (shoulder wcapon, belt fed, cmployirg o sipod)

%% eon be earried by ons men. The Germen machine gun 43 is a
closc rpproximetion ns far as looks are concerned b the new de=
cion should retain the range and accuracy of the light machine gun.
Zliminate the BAR and LMG from the infentry company and give ecach
soned one LG of the new design., Reorganize the weapons platoon o
incivde four 60mm morters only. -Tro to be employed on the attack,
four to be employcd on the defemses" =~ :

(2) Hortars.

First Lieutonsnt ROPENT B, GCSGETT, 168th Infentry.
First Licutenant RALPH O.sHOVDQ?,_léSth Infantry,

. "Sight, M-4 = Th: presont. £1lmn mortar sight 1-4 is adecuatc
and is a pood sight, ilosswver, thore are ©ro adsptations which

would be helpful, First, a mirror attachment gimilar to the Gor-
an 8lmm mort-r sight o -nable the gunney to sight on ~n aiming

point to his rear., Tith mortars, just as vith artillerr, tho rroct-
cst nceurscy of fire ic ovbained when the niming stake is farthest

from the sun, Boenuse mortars are normally in positions in deii-
lade or “in back of buildings, it is oft<n nccessary to havs the
aiming stekcs close to tho gun, thus cutting dovn our AcCCUricy.

With the mirror attachrent it would, be possible to.place the clming

.

. strkos somo distance avay te.the roar or oven to the flank of the



gun. ~ Sccond, n night lighting device, both for the sight and for
the ciming - stakps. .t present, we arc improvising with flashlights,
but they cut down the accurncy ~nd spced of th- gunner beecause the
gunncr must hold one light in his hand while opersting the gun with
the other, A night sight similor to cannon company would be suite
ablc, Occas1onq11v one of thr micrometer knobs '$lip! and do not
glve the teod voadiue. Toonllw “he cuarer detoots the faulty 'h+
bceause the knob turns oo easily but somctimes not before hav1ng
fired part of the mission., Possibly a lock washer that would hold:
these knobs secure could be made,

Fire Control -"We have been very successfully using a method of
fire control and direction similar to that of an artillery fire
control center., Our first attempt with this method was an expere
iment at ANZIO Beachhead and it proved itself so effective that
we have been using it ever since. The only two items necessary to
operate this C,P., set-up which are not T/E are 1/25000 artillery
grid sheets and a 1/25000 rangefan,

As soon as our guns are in position, the position is plotted
on the grid sheet and a basa—point registered for all guns, It is
then unbelievably simple for the platoon C,P, to fire on any given
coordinate quickly and accurately by using the range fan which ime
mediately gives the true range of thc target and correct deflcction *
from the base~point, Therefore, any person in the battalion can -
call in the map coordinates of a target and the target can be fired
accurately and immediately. This method has bren extremely valusble
in firing targets where observation was difficult and even more so
for night firing, All of our NCO's have worked with this method and
are thoroughly trained to take over operation of the C,P,, if the
platoon sergeant should bhecome a casualty,"

Licutenant ‘Colonel. JOE L. BOURNE, 168th Infentry, —° T

"It is suggested that at lecast a platoon or company of the
chemical morters (4.2) bo provided for éach infantry regiment while
in comBat in terrain such #s5 we hnve in Italy and for terrain thet
we will undoubtedly have to conduct future operatlons over,

The chemical mortrr proved itself g highly valuable weapon on
the L0710 Beachhead, It hag groater range then our 8lmm mortar,
The.result of its fire 1s highly demorallzing to pnemy froops.
German prisoners refer to the 4,2 mortar as the !silent deoth},
because the fragments of the shell apparently .splinter up much*
finecr than our 8lmm mortoars snd a small gliver ¢an pass through a-
mant g body almost vlthout leaving o mork Tho Gcrmpns do not llko
the chomical ‘mortar,

© It ig realized that the chemlcal mortar is on organic part
of our-ormy chemical warfare section, bub we are firmly convinced
it cap he used to great agvantage with the infantry regiment .
cither attached ar preferchly to brcome n part of the T/E organi-
zatlcnal sot«up of an infantry regiment M

‘.
ot
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First Lieutenant DAVID B, [YRES, 135th Infnantry,

"The 60mm mort~r is a fine little wespon, It would help if
there werc smoke shells available; they -could be issued on the
basis of two per mortar in the basic load,"

Captain HUGH S, JACOBS, 133vd Infantry.

"Mortars have not bren used as much as they could be, cspecie
olly 60mm, I found the following system greatly speeded up usc of
my mortars: In rifle company command group, I always had the more
tar section sergeant and one man with a roll of 130 wire. The more
tars usually followsd the attacking platoons and when one of the
lcading platoons wag held up, while I pointed out the target to the
mortar sergeant, the wiremen was rolling wire back to the mortars,
By the time the sergeant had figured his range to the target, the
mortars were in communication with him and the first round on its
woye This saved valusble time, in that I didn't have to send back
for the observer,

The 60mm illuminating mortar shell was found to be by far the
best flare for night work. In defensive positions at night, they
should be sighted so as to cover the entire front with flares and
the reserve company mortars should be attached to the AT guns so as
to afford illumination for night firing against enemy armor. We
tried this in practice and found it to be very successful.”

Sergeant GECRGE E. CHRISTENSEN, 133rd Infantry.

"The 60mm mortar is of very little value against well-prcpered
positions. When setting your gun up, never set it up on the forward
slope of a hill, nor in a draw as these are usually zeroed in by
cneny artillery or mortars. - ’ ,

Whatever you do use o little common sensel”

Scrgeant LOWELL W, HARTSFIELD, 133rd Infantry.

"During our last phase of combat, the 60mm mortar section,
of vhich I am a member, went into the line under a new set-up which
wes worked out within the platoon by the platoon leader. This was
based on former combat experience and proved to be highly efficient
and highly successful. . , ;

The first and second sguads of the section were equipped as
they had elways been, Thot is, thoy carried two mortars and six
bage of ammunition, Tho third squad, however, carried no gun bub
cerried four bags of ammunition while the squad leader carried
cleaning equipment consisting of e cleaning staeff, waste and rag,
and oil, It was also the rcsponsibility of the, third squa@ lcader
and his squad to keep the gun supplied with ammunition during an
action by bringing ammunition from the supply point to the guns
whenever it was needed, Thus, it can be summed up by stating that
instead of the usual T/E of three guns and nine bagsyof ammunition,
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our scction wont into -~ction h 70 guns ~nd ten bags of ~rmunie
tion. CP men enme fron tie third giU&d.” I ‘

r-c

™Y Tt

Fir B Lleutgnﬂnt EMONUEL i 13Zrd Infantry.,
taff Scrg naﬂt-uﬁfﬁG J. FLLUCI, 133rd Infontry.
Sorgownt DJRJIN A TELLS, 123rd Infountry,
Scrgeant JIMES A, HﬂfCF 133rd Infentry, = -
Privatc First Class CHA%LET T EEOTIN, 1°3vd Ipf wntry,

"Expericnes has taught ue that the enemy "ill countor 60mm
norter fire with much lerger guns, meking it o amyust to have alicr-
nete positions at all tim:s, Llvays 2<ave the po position you hive
Juet fired from immediatcly upon 11r1n~ your mission. and move to
the alternate, The move ment must be done rapidly for-the cnemy is

qulok to return our flre. . ,

~ Then'gdéod alternate firing positions arc not availn! ble, posi-
tions affordin - good cover %hou“d heé *ouna, and when a fire mission
is completed novs to thom, the encry has fired return to your

o 1u1n 1 position =nd J¢rq'thc nnxt mig 51on, repeating the seme
vrocedure after cceh mission.,” This method hes been uscd ve TY -
fuetivily, csvcclf71v whon e were in the tovn of CRATOIS ulong the
'REC Wivers In three deys we firzd more than 1,000 rounds ~nd
QCuLV‘% some very heavy couwrber fire, 1nclua1ng 170's, One of
ovr guns.wes lnocked out nd one sight, “ut we had no personrecl
”“’gltlﬁc n
(3) ! Crnnon., he infantry cornor compani-s of this Pivision have
preforred end are cquippod with the 75mm Pock Howitzer, Heving o
gronter rongs and morc mencuverability then the present 105mm Hove-
itzer, M3, it has made ue for its lesser purch by grester accuracy
and T zpldlty of firec.

Staff orgnwnt KEITH R, MRITMOL.L, 135th Infantry,
"In my opinion the 75mm Fock Hovitzer is the gun for all cen-

non compahics, This fact con enasily be confirmed by simply chocke
ing ovr rocorde S : ,

FPirst Licutenant DEAY C, ¥FILLOWS, 125tk Infantry. -

"Toaclh the inf-ntry repiment how to shoot nrtillery. Conueon

~ company job is to supyort, tut 1ot the infantey b-lp, Teach FO

nothod of conduvet of firc. Trke the Doughboy ont to service proce
tice, moko cach peir of oyes n FO., Time fire h-s boen very satise
frevorily adjusted by th infantry linc officers in thie regiront
during combat, '

Keop cannon co*m"ﬁv‘lhr,r a c,htrn] cont”ol Thy have helf
the guns idle vhen thoy conid be used., A ulmplc TDC +ill work
vonders, The pack 75mm Howitzor hgs. 2000 yards more rongs ond 200
mils morc clevation than the I05mm M3, 20200 vords meaus the differ-
cace of covering the sector or not, This was “ruc at MONTIQUILA,
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P/NT/NO, CLSSINO and ANZIO. The shell is lighter but you ean ecrry
morc of them, High sngles of site are very frequenmt in the mounw
tains, .t PANTANO they ran as high as 150 mils, 75mm also hes a
flosh hider that works., Wo have shot when the field artillery
couldn't, The pack can be taken down into at least eight picces -
and weighs 1000 pounds lcss than 105mm. We should have split trail -
75mm Tock Howltzer, ' ' o . f
Give us the 2h«ton 6x6. It will go through the mud and up the’
hills, = It will pull out wherc the li-ton vehicles will be laft, If
you can't get into position you ean't shoot. ‘ ’
' Mcke sure the Doughboy knows how to commumnicate with the cone
non compeny. With the radios now in the regiment it is simple, Use
wire where you can, Lay double lines when you cam. OP lines give
a more relicble fire service. Also it is better for security sike
Hills play hell with the 37 series radio., Radio wns all that was
used at PANTANO, CRSSINO and LANUVIO.™ .

First Lieutenant HIRFRD G. EVE, JR., 135th Infantry,

"As soon as the battalion with which you are working takes a
new position it is our job to register several points around the
"~ position.at once and to get concentration numbers on the pointg;d b S
you do this it will enable you to get fire on almost any point in the
battalion seéctor in about one-half the time it would teke if you, |
called. for the fire by co-ordinates, This procedure has helped me
quite a few times in counterattacks,” =

Corpqrel MORRIS WILSON, 135th Infantry,

"I have found it is a good practice when in the field to -
alveys retain ehough powder charges in a convenient place, profers
ably an efpty shell cest, in order that no time be lost on a new ;
fire mission in which another charge or two is required, If we are
firing say charge ohie and have twenty rounds prepared to fire, I
- mcke sure my ammunition man has twenty charge two, three and four
- powder. begs where they msy be gotten on an instant notice. Then
even.on the darkest night it's a simple matter to replace them in
the' shell cosing if néeded, and Zét the rounds out there in the
shqrﬁestfpossiple:timeﬂ? e o

TN

First Lieutensnt ERDELL R, O'ERIEN, 133rd Infantry.
"Ohe_ﬁhitg'I‘h&§§2i§af‘éﬁjigﬂ%héfﬁncertaiﬁtyﬁof~the reported
positions of front line elemerits, This is true more so in hilly

country than in mare faversble berrain, In the campaign beginning
‘eround the first part’of “July, tkHrough the hills to the plein be-
.fore the LRNO River, I was an cbserver for a company of 75mm cone
nons, Time and again units on tho right and left reported theme

selves ahepd of where they actuslly were, By teking thelr given

positions and allowing required sefety margin for firing a lot of
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enemy tergets on our flanks, thﬂt wero hara591ng us and could have
been neutralized, were refusod." :

-~

(4) 57mm AT Gun.
Private Flrst C;pss-M;RTIN F. VOIGHT, 133rd Infantry.

-"The wheel segnents on our 57mm LT guns should be takch off as
they cateh commmication wires and it has been proven that with the
- brakes set the gun can ba fired, just as aceurately."

Captain EDWIN LEWIS Headquarters 34th Infantny D1v181on.

57 AT guns can do a great job on machiné gun emplacoments
as direct support artillery if we had more HE dmmunltion. Lbout
60% LP and 40% HE would be right," \ '

First Lieutenant SIGURD'OLSON 133rd Infantry,

"y belieVe that gun crews should be tralnvd in riding the tanks
vith the LT guns in tow, and the ammunition and equipment on the
tonk., This affords a mcahs of getting the guns into position when
1t is impossible to get there with a truck. Training in our rest

cas has shown us thig crn be done quite emsily. The lesson was
Alvarncd at CECINL during the day of 1 July, Company "F" of this

battalion assaulted the town, riding on and advancing with the

tonks. They by-passcd some onomy machine guns which remained si-
lent when the tonks were near, but ghich opered up again when thoy
had passed. Their fire swept the only road open into the town and
then fired on any mevement, If we had becn able to go in with the
tenks we could have given the rifle troops some bﬂdlj needed T .
protection, As it was, we were forced to wait till the guns were
silenced, which was gbout dusk, before we could get into the town,

I belleve that the gun crows should be trained in night fire
ing with the aid of 60mm flares. At L/RI on 16 July our guns werc
far forward and sighted to cover from the flanks the two rozds
leading into our battalion scctor. .That night enemy armor was —
heard moving along, these roads but the gunncrs were unable to fire
because of darkness, With this thought in nind, we worked uwp =, .
nethod to enable us to fire et night., The guns should move 1nto o
pogition during daylight, if possible, to give the gunners & look
at the terrair in front of them. Coordinats fire with one of the .
60mm squads so they will be able to fire their flares directly over
the target upon call, If firing of these flares is continued at
the rate of one every 20 or 30 seconds the target sres is very well
1it up and the gunners, during our exercise, were able to see the
cross heirs and lead merkings in their sight véery plainly. They
were able to pick up and track, successfully; their terget. The
distence to the target was about 610 yards and the target was a
pecp moving across the terrain. The gunners and sqund leaders all
agree that the method is simple enough and that it is workable,"
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(5) Grenedes.

.

First Lirutcnant JORN C, AIL®S, 133rd Infantry. ’

"It is my opinion that morc cmphasis should be placed on the
vsc of the rifle grenade. On aboub 28 June, nsar CASTAGNETO, o
right flank platoon was partially surrcundsd by about 57 Germene
armcd with machine guns, machine pistols and rifles. This platoon
vas in a dry river bed, snd the syrrounding country was very flat
with a network of drainage and irrigation ditches that wers somevhat
grown up with brush. The Germans were abort 100 yards from our
positions so that we were unable to employ our mortars, The plae
toon hed no grensde launchers, and weg unable to dislodge the Ger-
nans by smell arms fire., It is my opinion that these machine zuns
could have becn knocked out or forced to withdraw if rifle grencdes
hed been used on them," ' ‘

Captein ALBERT J. HOIHJELIE, 135th Infantry,
") white phosphorus rifle grenadé can be made from a rcguler

LT riflc grenade nnd n WP hand grenade, These were used to = good
advantage at ANZIO, They should be made by an ordnence company.”

,Iﬂfnntry Medical Detrchront,

_Coptoin ALFX BROFN, NAC, 13%rd Infontry,

"The battelion Lid “t~tion merks the point where first echelon
medical service ends ~nd second echelon medicel service begins. In
peacctime on maneuvers, in barracks 1ife, and during rest periods,
this is & logical definition of retivity. In combat, however,
this system will not and has never worked out. Collecting corpen=
ics, as consbituted, do not perform the function outlined for
them in tho fiecld menusls. In order to scrve the troops most
officirntly within the framework of the prosent T/0 and tactical
doctrines, the following has been necessarys: o

" (a) Olose lisison betweer the regimentsl surgeon and the col-
locting company commender., o

© (b) ‘rbulances may be omploy-d a8 far Upas battelion ~id
stetions, or it mey be impossible to get an- ambulance to within
miles of the bettelion oid sbt-tion. Each of these gituations poses
a diffecrent tnctical problem and changes the relationshin botween
fipst and sccond echolon medical services, and thus chenges the
rosponsibility of the regimentsl surgeon and the collucting compeny
cormender. The tactical situation itself changes rrpidly ond for
cach battalion aid station, the situction nay be differcnt, Thus
it can be scen thrt the old division betwcen fivst ond second
acholon medical scrvice is ~n srbitrary one, In the pnst, much dis-
agrecment nnd disharmeny develicnod breause of this. Tho.real
separation between first ~nd sccond echelon mediesnl service has
boen found to be at that point whore o casualty ceases to be




transported by hand and con be put into an rmbul-nces No nabticr ot
vhat point along the route oi cvacuation this occurs, it is » cleer-
cut and definit. junction., Th collceting conmpany thus bocomes in
reality, an amhul-nce coi p nv. It brings its ~moulances as closc to
the field of bottle as peesible, The regimentel surgeon and his
agsistants thug have ‘P“ re *o“fL0171tj of evacuating the bettl
field, rendering the vi 21 aid necassary at the aid stmt¢ons,
and tncn brirging 'Koco pat"ertw to the wnaiting ~mbulances,

In order to perform this job, the regimental surgeon nmust
have in his control =il th~ ]1ut;r hearers rormally essigied %o the
collecting compsny, plus wh atovcr ndditiorial. 1ittrr bearcrs hc can
obtein, He rmust moke o ti ~h study of the tactical situntion
end on accurste estimotbo t i1l be needed ~nd then act zce
cordingly, ~nd be must do this, not aftor-the casualtiss occur, but
many hours boefore, :

Thig Division has fought iﬁ mountairous terrain during most
of the Itelian Campaign., On meny occasions, it hes beer impossible
to brirg ~n smonlenco rnyrnere nesrer than 2 - 5 miles to the bate
t~1ion 2id stations for -ccks ot ~ time, It hzs been nccessary to
org’niﬂo iitter relaye consisting of ns many as 16 relrys, employ-
ing hndreds of 1itter bearers, between the frontline and the waite-
in embuinnces. On ~very one of these occasions, it has been the
regimentsl surgoon and i tnn+s who organized these relcys and
kept them furctioning, using the litter Learers assigned to the
collecting comprny whensver he sor £it, e of this regiment have
been fortunate in developing a close lisison with our Qupporulnv
collecting comany so thet tho function of casualty cvacuation hes
proceceded smoctbhly and oifici ~n+lv.

If the regimental snrocon hied tnken the attitude, "7ell, tho
FM says that thc collect’ng company will evacucte the nid station",
~nd then had sat back »nd wait:cd for them, there would hove beon
literally hundrcds of potients still lying on tho mourtain sides
of 1tzly or elsc svacu~tod by the GRS. The 3rd crossine of the
VOLTURNO, the battle of Mt, MRRONE, the hills avove VEN/FRO, end
the advance from GRCSSETD to the AP““ arc iliustretions of tho
aebove,”
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Firgt Liecutensnt ROY L. B/T2S, MG, 13304 Infantry.

"It is n definite morale factor to inf-ntry troops to know as
they go into combat the t if they nre wourded they will not have to
1oy out on the fiszld of »rtilc tor » long period of time. The

feor

~everage irfantromen his o fesr of this which is so strong within
hin thet th~ minvbe he is vounded he thinks only of yclling tnedics!

)

or 'litter squaat'.n
Technicinn Fourth Grade EDYMOND T. CABANA, 133rd Infantry.

Weurdly in ~n ~id stoticon vhen o casunlty ocours confusion

Lot Lan

ariscs rnd nbout five roen try to do the job of 2 men. In our -id
V. - - £
station a cortain numbcr of men ~ro on duby at o ccrtain tine, If




O

UCTC aTe nore patients then ezn be cared for by the men already
on duty the otrer men nrc crlled to help during the rush. In this
vrh:’f IC n**‘OlQ ™mu Ch CO;,:{.U‘ 10[:'”

Technicion Third Grade CHESTTR L, MANLEY, 133rd Infantry,

”'*ch n technician in o battalion ald station I have observed
meny tinmes the ncceseity of having o minesweoper available to the
bottalion medics to aid in the evecuation of soldiers wounded in
mine finldso . , g

L good example of this situstion took pirce 6 November 1943,
Tuo aoldlers vere seversly wounded in a mihefield., Threoe 1iticr
bearers were sent into the minefield to bring them out, Vhile in
the act of doirz so, two of tlhem were £lso scverely wounded., Rather
than sacrifice more litter bearers in the stitempt to bring them
out an order was sent tc the Letialion P ard & section for mine-
sweepers who wgrs at the tims unevailabl~ beeceuse of other werk,
There was a delay of =n hour before o path to the vounded could be
cleared, .~11 of this retivity took pl ce within 200 vards of on
aid station where the wounded covld have recclved prompt attention
if' there had been mineswecpers nvailable," :

Ceptade: HGRATIOC I, LOWG, Headcusrtors 34%h Infantry Division,.

"4 men administering o£id 11 wsurlly not draw fire even though

he Do in open tarrsin, On the other hrnd, threc or four men gothore-
ing over a voundnd compani on O*uxu-*DSUJtu in the cntire group be=
casvaltics,

Remnrks (Mise,) ’

Steff Sergeant JOEII T, COELL,

"There hnve Lo-n too mfnv instances
tion without full krowled:c of what i
1
o

¢ have exporicrnced i
prenea rqtlon would have egaved tlmc, Fmterin
For ingbtance:.. Improvcr reoconngiscance caus
trucks, to detruck -nd fisht for an ascembly arc
Or: The different woopone not bqv1ng tlme to réach their
lcsignated arcas preparatory to the attack., Then the nttacﬂ,lu.
mixed up, and the jump-ofi tim~ kas to be sct dnck as much as slx
or eight hours, .
Or: The rackless woy in which mined arcas are treated. e
have secn vehicles nnd eguipment blown up on ronds and tr(1¢k thet
are plainly merked with the Zerman mine sign. If a 1ittle phuulon
is taken, it can be easily’ determined whather the road has boen
swept or vehicles hrve rlprady travelsd 1%, .
Plenty of time for reconnaigsarce, pr ep“r”+i0n, ~nd pessing on
to the troops all information awnilsrble, will insure o better chence
of success. FEven if the situction is pressing, "Look before you
1@&13".” . N “
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CMoptedn RICHAD T, TILKINCON, 132rd Infantry.

"Stecking swivels should ba removed, They catch in the brush
and ~44 to the noise in night ottacks, ~

The use of draws ns roubes of approach causes many casualtics
from artillery ~nd mortnr firc in mountain fighting., By using
nountoing and hillsides s~lecting the best cover fow casualtics
reeult 4 from artillery or mortar fire., /s most drews arc covered
by artiilory fire they neke poor routes of aprproech, -
It lo bnst to carry mortar begs over your shoulder as it is
ier te hit the p“ovna carrying trem that way.
11 arns Tir . cruscs fow casualties so look up as often as
=81bl- to sce vhat is going on. When your head is down you sce
ng == vhen it is up it is only two inches higher, you can see
situction snd proteet yoursslf and your comrades,"

{Q
0
13
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Sergeent WARSY O, VANEREK, 133rd Infantry,

“In being up on the lines I heve witncssed many fcllow GI's
in cetion. In onc erse we were going through the brush in the
mownteing »nl o machine-pigtol opencd up on us from our flank and
ve 1l hit the grcvnd, Wo had o forr new nen vith us that had just
come in, Ho onc hird to t211 thom to get down, they just dide I
aslea one Jrter how come he got dovm and he seid it came naturrl,
e took cover nnd vood cover. H- got behind o big rock, but the

L3

trouble erme ~fhor t‘ ~t, FPo got doom ~nd th‘n started trylng to

1 I fin=lly robt closc cnough to point out the direction
in vhieh the hullfts wore coming frorm, I, myself had the same ex=
perilence when I First erome in rnd hed to learn the hard wey.

Phot I think is thoy chonid cub down on running thesc 'Keep
dovn courses! +nd give the fellows in the States more of 'erack
o6 thump', It's e¢ven hord For ~n experienced soldier to pick out
Slie spot wher:s the fir. is coming frem without assuming that new
fellous can." \ ,

Staff Sergecnt Ii7TIN UL RAETTTT, 133rd Infantry,

*Cne of our men is d~nd today because he picked up a Germon
nechine run w7t v o kad driven off the enemy and he carried it to

t wher : the Tire vas coming fron., He went around the rock

oW rse voly poinf on Oﬂpos*,n cdge of the hill vhere he fired it to

sco 1f it vorked, A Gernme or fmerican tank hrard it and zerocd
inoon kir, Th. sccond uhe.l “not enme in cxploded him 211 over

o

e wlece

o
wie
Ovr sourd kas noted on LutF“‘&u“r‘ fret about some of the
rireficlde whiech the Jerrice hrve 1o ful‘3 marked with their
- e ond rdre, These spote were tall --ith unmowed grass, whercas

0
_ v : nod portions of th- same ficlds was mowed.
curhops somcbimes this ?orld be 1 veluable bit of knowledge for a
cecvt odvaneive i sn aron vhore the Germans have had timc to re-
nove theoir ‘Lchtumg, Minon' simns nnd barbed wire, watch out for
toll elover fic? 73,0 ‘

ar i .
v groes in the mn
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Scecond Lieutenant DEAN P, H'MILTON, 133rd Infﬂntry.

"My company was order~d to advance one afternoon and along with
the order came information that the high ground to our left wes
- occupicd by friendly troops. Ve advanced with that assurance, r~nd
- were caught in a heavy flanking fire from that supposedly occupied
ground ond had to vithdraw or te trapppd.

The lesson I learncd from that on: experience is never depend
on reports, no matter how official, for protection of your flonks,
Llvays take it for grented that both flanks are open and occupiced
by enomy." , - ‘ :

First Lioutenant JOHN v, PENDERGIST, 135th Infantry.

"In seversl insgtances nhore ny platoon was advancing through
vineyards where visitility was 1fmited to 15 or 20 yards, we Torced
the enemy to surrender evan though we hed never seen him, After
being fired on from positions hidden from our view we would open
up with every available weapon in thet general direction nnd ade
vance abreast in “hat menner, On soveral occasions th- Germons
weved white flags and came out with their hands wp simply beceouse
we threw so much Iead nesr his positions that he was afraid to ox=
posc himself to fire at us, 4 man also forgets nbout being afraid
if you can get him to start shooting."

Tcchnicel Scrgoant ROY WALKER, 135th Infantry.

"On the night of July 7, 1944, Company "G" attacked and “ook
FEill 363, corpletoly surprising the Jerrices. e immedistely began
to diz in thc hard rock for darmn would soon overtako us. Dawm
broke and everything w-s quict, too quiet.
To our front a single Jorry jumped vp, started ruaning like
; Thell! to his lincs, One of owr rifiemcn fired and missed, Then
: cnother took upon himself %o fire., Soon the whole compeny wes \
plocing its vhole firc vower on the single Jerry. The whole Jerry ‘
arty let loosc with small arms ond 88's, resulting in many casucle
tics and d aths just becavse we had giv n oway our position, -
strength and fire pover on o single Jerry.,
Ve learned by experience to hold ~nd control your fire until
it is needed,"




CHAFTER II - ARTILLERY

1. In mest instances the Infantry-Artillery team has been developed to a
fine point during current operations. It has been observed that newer units
coming into combet either have not teen avare of scme phases of Infantry-Artil-
lery coordination or have not had sufficient training herein due to ammunition
1imitations., The greatest single factor is the creation of an "ecprit de Regi-
mentsl Combat Team", where mutual confidence and respect have developed to a high
degree, True, the realization of this esprit will come only after combat where
true values are revealed, but much can be done in training to hasten its arrival,
The lessons learned in training proved to be sound in principle and furnished
the artillery of the 34th Infantry Division a workable hasis for operation
against the enemy, Throughout our part in *he campaign in Africa and in Italy
the varied situations that confronted us have resulted in the observation listed
below, '

.

a. Operationss

Captain WOODROW M, SMITH, 34th Division artillery,.

1. "Employment of. Liaison Officers: 'In garrison too often
the selection of officers for Lisison duty was not indicative of
the importance of that particul:r assigmnment., In action the de-

' /| mends on the Liaison officers were such that only very reliable
men were entrusted with the work. The Infantry commanders soon
learned to relv on their artillery advisers for nccessary fire
support. Close cooperation was obtained without any impetus in
the form of written ordsrs. Licison officers were called upon to
select defensive fires, harsesirg missiors, preparation concen-
tration concentrations and to report Infantry dispositirns. At
times they were also called upsn %o ndjust Pire, Physical stamina
is essential., The Li-ison marties are at timos obliged to operate
under the most adverse cornditions, :

2, Forward Obsorvers: The Artillery observers must b
centrally controlled. Ve found it advisable for the Battalion
S=2's to coordinzte obssrvation in their own combot team sectors,
thereby eliminating the possibility of duplication of effort,

Nav observers are prone to be over enthusiastic if not carcfully
instricted. It is a natural toendency for inexperienced officers
to wander off on patrol missions, to become separated from thelr
supported Infantry and thereby get out of touch with the ‘situa=-
tion, Thne observers are the onlr tangible touch you have with
the fromt line slements, A Toruard observer who invariably gots
pinned down by cnemy firs is worthless. One Artillery Battalion
lost two observers to snery actiocn in quick succession during
the fight around Mi. PANIANO, Investigation revealed that the

> two officers had pleced thempelves in positions where observa=-
< tion wes secondary to personzl defense, The next observer sent
! out was instructed to look for ohservation somewhat to the rear

of the site of the two previous misfortunates, The support af-
forded our defending Infartry, was noticeably improved by this move,
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3. Reconnaissance: Reconnaissances were as varied as they
wvere numerous, In a rapid mov1ng situgtion we found it necessary
to maintain contimious reconnaissance by at least one officer in
the Division Artillery, liany times the infantry pushed on just
before dark, thereby necessitating a last minute move of direct
support artlllery.

4. Selection and occupatlon of p051t10ns. The ideal Fort
Sill battery position can seldom be found, Many times the posi=-
tions available are very difficult to occupy. Battery commanders
in training should learn to tell at a glance if any given location
will serve as g battery position, In the mountainous terrain around
COLLI, pleces were winched into positions that presented almost in-
surmountable obstaclvp. In many instances the pieces were spread
over .a front covering 400 yardss with each piece on a slightly dif-
ferent elevation, There is no get-rich-quick solution to occupa-
tion of a gun position, TIrequently the positions that presented
the most hazards during the actual occupation, later proved to be
the most secure,

In Italy, many of our units put their CP's in houses. This
practice is frowned upon in the texts but it worked out very sat-
isfactorily in action. The reason is obvious. The houses in
JTtaly are extremely sturdy and are so numerous that they have lost

. “the lone-house-on-a~-hill nspcet., It is esserntial that an artillery

CP be reasonably comfortable. Fatigue and discomfort breed errors
in firing data, The artillery technician must do everything in
his power to eliminate mictales,

" 5. Observed fires: Trc¢ forward observation method of ade
Justment was used almost exclusively., Observers too often fired
Tor effect before a sure bracket was verified, This practice
became sharply apparent at CASSINO, where the majority of the tar-
gets demanded precussion methods, Tnere we found it necessary to
- insist on methodical adjustmcnts, Another pitfall was the selec-
tion of targets. The inexperienced observer is apt to be stampeded
- into shooting at vague and unremunerative locations before he has
Yaken time to carefully ascertain the most profitable course of
action, Vhén the supported infantryman are insisting on artillery
fire in front of them the observer must make every effort to lo=
cate the offending rosist-nce, Use harassing and area fire only
”S n dnst resort, o

6. Tnobserved fires: Praparation fires vhen properly

gelected and controlled are imvaluable to the infantry attack,
Yie found \hrough practice that o series of phase lines, perpend-
1culfr to the axls of gdvane: with sclécted concentrations in
ench - pﬁaQO, gave the best results, This type of preparatlon is
Gaoll“ controlled and may be changed readily to conform to the ade

vance of ‘the. 1nfnntry. However, o dense preparation did not pro-
vide an 'open-sesame' to the infantry, At LANUVIO the Division
Airtillery shot a preparation through to completion and then re=-
ceived calls for fires in the initial phase line,. The infantry
was held up by close-in s*rong points 1klch had weathered the
prevaration fire,

“ T.0,T, shoots are rorth vhile when a quzck ‘and intense volume
of fire is desired, This tvne of concentration covers an area of
congiderable depth and vidih and therefore cannot be used close in
to friendly troops,
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Tot o0 3ov g ord barossing firas are definitely worthwhile.
at CLRVAZO, eriticnl points verc selected from map and air photo
study nnd from S-2 revworts, Dwumps, tmloading -points, defiles,
crltiCﬂi intersections. on mountein rosds, transfer points (truck

to pnel: muls, wore all cove”ed nxperdltures for the Division
Artillery varied from 4000 to 6000 rovnds per night for four

nights., FP's taken after completion of the program, stated they
had rot hod anything to eat for several days,

'7s  Tanks and tank destroyers for indirect f*re. Ve used’
attached tanks and tank destroyers mainly for interdiction and’
harassing, They are excellent for the roving-gun type of harassing.
Only 1¢m1ued use wus made of them for preparation fires because ’
of the 1r extremely flat tragectory at the shorter ranges.!

e Intollioconces Coun+evkatﬁerv' 411 reports by battalion S-2's and
Artillery :S=2 were verbal, vritten reports having been discarded early
campaign. . G-2 periodicals 1 hlc} tiad a ‘dlly distribution down to bate
made other written-reports a duplication of effort.. Special reports to
~clnded a summ(ry of enemy artillery activity four tlmes daily and a
her rooco' once a day transmitted by t telaphoneé,
the duties of Division Artlleery S-2 eventually evolved to that of'
PO, almost all other duties being subordinated., The most important
tem of information passing through Lis hands proved to be enemy shellirng
ts. As front- line troops had rever been indoctrinated with the basic ‘
srinciples of reporting information about enomy shellins considerable difficulty
was experienced initially with gebting any of . this type of informa »tion. A pro-
aram was started to remedy this defect d1r*“a the first rest period and the
results were noticecblc at once. uubvﬂq1en41y,= uring each rest period, the
“roblem has been attacked from ¢ different angle with good results cach time
"2 *o the clome cooporstion of infantry 5-2's, It was-made Division SOP that
c11 cnoemy sholling be reported direct to Divis 1on Artlllory S-2 through artll—
lery channels,

b
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Paﬂcr ARTETR J. *73 24th Division Artillery.-

. ”(l) Shel*re s: «Prob.b y‘one of the:most_ ancomfortable sen-
sations you Uill sver exporicnce ie that of being spottod in the
: open by Jerry 1rt1“lory. You feel as though- there igs. nothlng you
S can do gbout it but svmeat it out. Your first reagtion %ill be to
' hug the grourd and prﬁy *hzt nothing comes your-way. That mistake
\// is freq"e ntly :ht1¢. he first thing to do is.to . get the hell
oy from - ho 3 yo0 are be - fors the Kraut is registered on you. -He
lls geneemllv a meu“oﬂlcaL Joe wrd will continue to registor on the
‘Sar o'p‘ﬁce ofren after thors 5 rothing there. The noxt thing to
{ do is rollér £or: nolp,. . Trlzss you hiveithe Jerry, gun spotted cold
‘ ~there is ohly one guy in tho Army vho ‘can help you silence that
so=-ond-so who gceme to cnrs o personal grudge against you. That

. QJ'

V)-K

, man is the count CT-b&uTe“" fficer, Sl : o

‘ " From the - beginning of -;y_ peration the C.B.0. keeps track of
-1l the antics of ercmy ﬂrwed~ery ty mears of PW interrogation,
partisan reoorts, air-rhotos and .Skblllﬂﬁ reports, Pe generally

L N
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has a pretty good idea where Jerr" has kis artillery or where he
has his alternate pesitions, You are the only man vho can tell
hirm when Jerry is active, In order to pin down the offending bat-
tery the follouing inforration is of witul importance:

(a) Vet direction is he firiag from? This will indicate
the general area. (I bas inforration is of no velue unless the
CBO knous where you are ). If you can see the flash you can re-
port a fairly accurate direction to the enemy gun or your trained
_ear .will ensble you to ostimate the dirsction if a flash cannot
be szen. If you get a chalice to examine *the shell ecrater the furrow
may inmdicace the direction of fire espoclally if the shell has
gone through seora folisge belore landing. ‘Duds! will sometines
‘give you prﬂtL" azcurate direction of fire, o

(b) &t time did the roun is‘come in? The CBO needs this
dope so Le can tie vour renort into others he gets. Two or more
reports on the ssiuie she “Jinv may locate the enemy guns accurately
enough to begin firing unovserved fire right away, This is very
important in the case of SP guns becw vse of their ability to change
position ©o ofhen that the CBO can't keep them located. :

(¢) Waere are the rourds landing? The answer “to tiris keeps
the CEO posted on vhat *he ennny 1s trring to do. Tire falling on
our frent--line troops often pracodes a counterattack and informa=
tion acout it will euab;J our unit CU's to alert the artillery to
be preparcd to fire in that sector. ¥Fire fglling on roads and
trails indicate that the encmv probablv thinks our front.line
troops are being two vell supplied with 'Ci rations. If the
Jerries! attention ie directed to our artillery you can bet that
some Kraut gos—fac has called up his 1rt3¢lgry and asked them wvhat
in hell ure you going to do about those SO0B's who are cutting us to
pieces, The answer probeobls wes, 'How in hell do youse guys expect
us to fire if you don't *urn in any chell-reps?’

(a) How manv rounds have come in? Ve want to know this so we
can maintain our 2 for L ratio and also to fiud out just how ser=
ious e 1 ghoub the =iols this Actr aWWJ, we poss back about
five times the wucher of throws i,

(e) How moly guns ore fiv and vhatb kﬂrd of gung are they?
You can tell how mzay guns are f1r¢13 by listening to the guns re=-
port or the rovads strikinz. If h@“ are rlggu;JoEvth ar or if the
tire between bursts is very short he is LQL¢D more than one gun be=
cause you zan't fire an mrtJLler’ piece like an k-1 even t%ou ch it
sometimes seems thet vay. Everyonc krowe that thée round that lands
cloge sounds like the YArzio Evpress! but don't let that fool you,
Expcriencc has taught you to distinguis k between light, mediuw, or
heavy artillcry. The sizc of the craler or snell fragments sent 'in
will cnahle tho CRBC to Astormine aw~ifuuely tﬂw‘olz and typa of
weapon that is shooizug at vou, I tho gshell comes lobhing in
slowly the clances are trov it comes from a howitzer. Fast travel-
ing shelle come from o gun. The ¥ind that zip over your head beforce
‘you hédr the report of the gun can come fram«en<88~er~a.iahk‘ Re=-
port these as hkgn veloeity., The purrose of this is to enable the
CBO to tic the firing in with the nart *cular one of our fricnds (?),
s6 that he can be p*oper v rembobsred with a bouguet of shells,

A



Report any other useful information such as the flash-bang time,
whether he is using airburst, superquick, or delay fuze and any=
thing he is doing that is wnusuval, These are the things to remem=
ber about shell reports, Your location, direction of fire, time
of firing, the place shells are landing, number of rounds, number
and type of guns. Be patient - a single shell-rep can't turn off
the enemy firing like a faucst but it will let us know you are be=-
ing shelled, Our flying OP's, forward observers and the CBO will
be put to work with minimum delay."

(2) Counterbattery - Infantry-artillery teamwork in the ex-
ecution of counter-battery operations was developed to the highest
degree while the Division was playing an active defensive role in
the ANZIO Beachhead, There, enemy artillery was plentiful and
~ room for dispersion extremely limited, In addition to a Corps

counter-battery section a full-scale counter-battery section was
set up in Division Artillery CP utilizing personnel from the sur=
vey section to maintain 24-hour operations. This was supplemented
by the establishment of regimental counter-mortar sections. This
accounted in part for the lightest casualty rate in the division
history for a like period of active engagement, 4 departure from
normal counter-battery procedure proved to be very effective, To
provide maximum speed in reacting to enemy fire the following
policy was adopted: When Shellreps indicated that the enemy guns
were active and the information reported was not sufficient to pin
 down the offending battery, the direct support artillery fired
several concentrations on known enemy front-line installations ad~
jacent to the friendly area being shelled, This proved to be ef-
fective counter-battery because it usually silenced the enemy
artillery, PW reports indicated that considerable pressure was
brought to bear on enemy artillery units by their front-llne units
to refrain from firing unless necessary.,"

Following are the instructions issued for establlshlng regl-
mental counter-mortar sections:

Operational Instructions #14, Headquarters 34th Inf Div, 3 May 1944.

"1, The enemy has made effective use of his mortars on for=
ward installations, relieving his artlller3 for other missions.
This may be due:

a. To a desire to conserve artillery ammunltlon to coun-
ter a major attack,
: b. To utilize the relative mobility of mortars as Ccolie
pared to artillery.

¢. To the relative effiency of our counter-battery organ=
ization as compared to our counter-mortar organization,

2. BEach infantry regiment will establish a counter-mortar
section to utilize the methods developed by the field artillery.
?ne~§fficer will be detailed as regimental counter-mortar officer
CcMo),

a. A counter-mortar chart (Scale 1/12500 or larger) will
be set up at regimental headquarters,




‘ b. Locztion ¢f cnory morisrs from all sources (Mortur
reports, OP's, patrole, ote,) will Lo plotted acsurately on the
counter-nortor chart,

g. A Porm for Tostile Fortur Reports si w1lnr to the

Precent Stell-rep form will be adopted,

d. A program for indochrinating '1’ front-line troops
with the prineiplss, purpose, and 1mﬂ0“+ance of counter-mortar
information will be started,

. A plan for zdditicnal communications to facilitate
flow of informatior will be devised, if fourd desiratle.

£. Personnel of *he CT art117er1 Bnq will assist in the
establishment of counter-mortsr zections.

3. The followirg discussion of counter-mortar measures,
prepared by the Division uountev-Battﬂr" Officer, is published for
the irformation and guidance of irfantry commanders:

ae« The counter-mortar chart should be a scale of 1/12500
or larger as a snaller may le~d to inaccuracies in plotting.

b. Uezpons under regimontal conirol or direct support
artillﬁry gcneralJJ are suff301ent for all counter-mortar missions.
Counter-mortar programs wherein a number of active mortar pasitions
of known location are engaged can be arranged through direct contact
with Division Artillcry Hoadquarters.

o. Then coordinates of a known or sussmected mortar posi-
tion have heen detormined 3+ should be numbered for easy reference,
A variation of the system or numbering enemy batteries may be used,
@284y MAC 9733, The lettors identify the position and the num-

. erals indicate the grid squarc, The letter M, indicatiag mortars,
should be addcd to prevent confusion with the snemy battery posie
tions, # addition an active mortar 1ist should be prepared por=
iodically and distributed to interested prrtiss. Thie list should
show the number of the cnemy mortar, the accurﬂ*c coordiuates, the

reight in meters (olevation above sca le "el gource of informgtion,
and the numbor and typc of mortars, if knowﬂ Tris will pormit
missions to be assigned by mumbcr rather thar by repeating =1l in-
f'ormation,

de- A counter-mortar officer and o gqualified draftsman
should be on duty at 2all times 2t the counier-mortar control ccne
ter,

ge OP's must be cquipped with some device to pernit ace
curate measurement of flash, sound, or smoke azimuth to cnemy
mortars., A& cirecle of degross or mils inseribed on 2 smooth surface
and equipeed with a movable arrow to indicate direction and or-
iented by means of direction to a known point measured on the map
is more accuratc tkan a compass. The accuracy of location of
cnemy installations varies directly as the accuracy of lociticn
of OP's, OF's should be loca*cd by survey., Thoy may be located by
inspaection if qulCApnb map dotail is present,

f. OP locations arc plotted on the chart, When a sound
azimth is received a short line cboubt an ineh in length is drawn
at that azimuth from the OP reporting. An arrow is drawn to ind-
icate the dirsction of the encmy mortar and the number of the report
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entersd above the line: A long rar 15" drawn: for.flesk or smoke
reports and the time-of roport Is shtered in addition to the report
number, Two or morc rays are nandad to locate an enemy mortar
position but a,. s;ng3e ray often rill 1ndicate an active known. lo-
cation, Generglly, & counter-noriar m'ssion will ot be initiated -
on the basis of a single sound report, A number of sound reports
may indicate the arna that is active, If enemy mortaring becomes
serious, g general counter-mortayr program may be gtarted,

g. Trere is a tondéncy for observers to ‘report only the -
morter fire falling upon them, Personnsl must be trained to report
all mortar firc observed, As the observer gains confidsnce in the -
possib111t“es of commter-mortar fire the {low of irnformation will -
become more regular,

h. " The direction of fire 6f an ensmy mortar can be de— _
termined from an examinatlon of the crater, This-will be of some
assistance in'locating mortar positicns.

" 1. Patrols, PW'S, ‘and. ¢ivilians. furnish mich valuable
information regarding morter positions, Air photos. and. mosaics
are the best medium for e tractwng acﬂurate lqcationﬁ received
from thcse ‘sourdos,

J. Bedsguse of the tendency of nortars to move frenuﬁntlv
they rdrely are in the same position reported by phto interpreta-
tions. Repcrts from Px, however, are valuable for determining
likely arees., ..

k. The Air OP can spot only an g tive mortar aud the
appesarance of airecraft often causes the mortar 10 cease firirg. .

As enemy mortur concentrations are gene: il 11y of short cduretion 1t
is not vracticable to fly special mortszr mis-~ions,. Air OF's:are

at present under Divisicn irtillery Headquar,e“s control and many

times it is possidle to coutact planes in the air: to ob31rV" by -
calling Division Artillery Hoadquarters,

1+ 48 cnemy zorter crgws.are known to. live avay from
their mortars it is important to engsge them while they ave zctive.
Speed is esc eniial to counter-mortar aﬂtion. The CNO.must have
afficient communications and dircct cail- on weapons. best suited
to deal with anpmy morturs:" .

(3) A "6 Fire Line!" P hubltuallj ‘established on th. dive
ision front,, This 7 rmit;ed buttalions other than the direct
suprort Battalions to fire tar gets of opportunity beyond that line
without obteinipg a cleerarce from infeontry commanders. The ime-.
portance of maintaining rigid coutrol over all artillery, connon
companics; TD's and tanks in respect to gutting elearanee to fire
within the 'No Fire Llne' iz best illxstrated by the following
incidents

Extract, Journal, S-2, 34th Division Artillery
"The' 3rd Battalion, 135th Infantry was in position ncar LANUVIO,
Italy, on 25 May and began to .rcceive friendly artillery fire, 4

hurried o=l %o, Di¥ision Artillery stoppod the fire of division
artillery b&tLaILOPS bat falled to stop the fire falling on the 3rd.

Sl -
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Corps artillery and the two peighboring divisions wers called but
i pleaded not guilty, The friendly fire contimued. Later in the
i day after Air OP's had scouted friendly territory thoroughly, an
. / AA battery was discovered .firing and it was thought that the

S - Eettallon,  Caunon companies” were chacked but had not Been firing,
/ " |

mystery had been solved. The shelled area. remained beaceful until
+ the following day when firec commenced again. Frantic calls from the
- battalion CO shut off all artillery in the corps sector twice but
the fire contimued to fall, Finally, in desperation, patrols ware
sent out to tHe arca from which the fire was emanating to see if it
were posgsible that an onemy battery had been by-passed in the .move~
ment forward, Patrols discovered the assault gun platoon of g
friendly (2) tank battglion thet had besn firing indepondently
for two days with almost complete lack of knogfedge of the friendly
situation, Proper action was talken," ) -
f {4) " Artillery cbservation was furnished primarily by forwsrd
observers and Air OP's, Battery OP's wgre rare, Flash OP's were
set up on the ANZIO Beachhegd by all units including the Division
MP platoon and 34th Reconnaissance Troop, Information from these
OP's was valusble 4n spotting active batteries but intersections
. generally were nol acturate enough to pin down new locations,
Air OP's flew patrol missions comstantly amd prove? their value
by silemoing epemy sriillery by the vory fact of thelr presence,
Cortimal eoverage of the division frunt during deylight hours by
Air OF is now SOPy Gemplete, sceuprate reperts from pbservers are
still a problem, It‘iSf&bnh%xul that a satisfactory solution will
ever be found due to rapid turnover of forward observers, but inprova:

rent can be gained by Intensive application of basic principles dur-
ing training, ‘ : - ' )

e he Emplovment of Artillerv by the Infontwy is of primary importance.
Vhon a terget 1s spotted often it is on the move, the artillery observer poryy
cainot gee or is otherwise ocecupied, and the battalion commander cannot take time
to instruct an infantry officer ar enlisted man on methods of adjustment, Every
infantry officer must be sble to adjust, every line NCO should be able to adjust
and for best operation evéry man should have some knowledge ¢f the subject,

Coloncl CARIEY L. MARSHALL, Commanding Officer 133rd Juf in GASSINO,

! "Ive got a couple of privates sniping with the 8" howitzers
at the enemy-held houses shout, 75 yards down the sireet.”

_ | : I
Ceptain NEISON F, KIBLER, Commanding Company "G', 135th Infantry.

.~ "It is known that there hive beon pumorous instances whon,
if\on&y the artillery had besn called to give supporting fire,
much damage and destruction could have been inflicted upon the
enemy, ' ' , v
One speclal ipstance was in North Africa when ons of my :
officers called back to me by radio that there were several trucks
unloading infantrymen to his laft flank at a distance of several

thousand yards, I told him that if he would adjust. ertillery fire
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that I would eall for it and relay his sensing. His answer was
that he didn't know how to adjust fire, By the time I reached his
position, it was too late to call for the fire.

On another occasion, I was able to withdraw two platoons which
had been pinned down by enemy maheine gun and mortar fire by calling
for artillery. fire, The division is at the present time scheduling
periods for efficers and non-cormissioned officors in adjustment of
rioillery five and I bolieve is meeting with the utmost success,”

Major ARTHUR J. PETERSON, S-2, 34th Division Artillery,

"Tt is unnecessary to tell an experienced foot~slogging doge
face how impertant srtillery support is to him when he needs it,
When he rns up againgt a Jerry strongpoint that is too tough
to crack with infantry weapons the proper thing to do is yell for
artillery, He's got to be sure, however, that the target he sees
is worth tossing a Yot of cannonballs at because cannonbzlls are

~ the only reserve the artillery has and they cost sweat and blood,
"~ A single Heinie sunning himself or an-Eyetie mule and cart is not

worth an artillery coneentration, There will.most likely be an
artillery forward observer somewheré in your company area who is
in contact with the guns, Look him up, give §im your mission and
he will fire it for you if it is humanly pessible, Remember, he

is just as interecsted in killing Krauts as you are. Get acquainted
with your artillery FO and his detail. Keep yourself posted as to
his location at all times so you can find him when you need him,

He will fire for the‘lowliest dogface as gquickly as for the regi-
mentnl GO or almest, If something has happened to hin »r you ean't
find him and you can get to your battalion CP by radio or telephone
the artillery liaison officer there can get fire on your target for
you, v . |

Back in medieval days when the artillery man wos a civilian

~ mechanic with an eye for war loot they tried to keep outsiders out

of their union by covering up their activities with a lot of semi~-
scientific mumbo~jumbo just like some professions still do, Artil-
lery since that day has become still more complicated and there are
some technical problems that need special truining to handle,

This need not bother you becsuse all you want to do is lay a lot

‘of scrap-iren on the pretzcl-benders and you can do ' it,

The fivst thing to do is get a fow rounds out in front of
you where you ean see them, The easiest way to do that is by giv-
ing the artillery a peint on the way at which to shoot, (This is
where the map reading you learned in basic-training would come in
handy), The artillery will come closer to hitting that point
than you think; so if the rounds suddenly appear about two miles
to the right don't euas out those SO0B's who can't read a map =
better take another lock at your own map. If the rounds land close
but still not where you want them try to put yourself whore you
think tre gun position is and sense the rounds accordingly - over
or short, right or left, If you are using the battalion in direct -
support of your outfit it will normally be right behind you some~
where but if your target is an enemy gun or something that re=
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quires medium or heavy caliber artillery the chances are that you
won't know where they are firing from. If that is the case or if
for any reason you are not sure of the gun location, the safest
thing to do is call for a range change, This will do two things
for you - first, by rerexwprjng muere the prev*ous rounds. fell

- you will have an idea of the direction of fire, and secoxdly,

d.

you will have a unit of measure out there by remembering how much -
of an increace in range ycu asked for, When yvou tell the gunners
that you are within 50 yards of the target, the fire dir selion
will most likely- order fire for effect., Ualess you are uncom-
fortably close to your tirzat it is going te be hard for you to-
Judge how closs your adjustirg rourds are landing., Tt is very
important that vou brack@ the target; get rounds that are over:
and short of the target, Y-u will ¥ncw then that the correct
Trange is somethre beuwean your over and short rounds.™

The inclusion of artillsry defensive fires in all infantry attack

plans is aYiomatvc. In Italy, the Cerman prectice of small scale counterattacks
against the 34th Infantry Division has almos*t vroved sbortive. BEvery objective
is carefully chosen to invitc counterattack over torqun favoreble for comslete

artillery coverage.

Colonel WILLIAM H. SCHIIDROTH, Comaandlng Officer, lj,rd Tnfantry.

"T 21l it the marder space.t

Major ROBERT E, NcGRAW, 125tk T4f3ntry.

"hen operating in terrain th, is flat and wooded to any
externt, the observatior, and tl ore tne effectiveness of artile
lexy support of the FO and liaison npplcer becones very limited.,
To maxe up for this lack of oboervutlon, prominent points along
the axls of advance can be registered by the Air OP in advance,
These points can then be usad as successive hase points as the
advance progresses, and will give ndequatc artillery support and
a mecns of rapid adjustment in terrain giving limited observation.

This same method can be aprlied to the objective, enaebling
unit commanders to ley down finzl defensive fires immediately on
occupation of a position,” e P .
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le The offcetivenese of this term has been demongtrated time nnd time
agnin,

First Licutenant J.MRD H, FUREY, 123rd Infantry.

"Om 8 Junc at 10378 in the TARQUINIA area our company learned
the value of cormbired infantry and tenk operations,

Our immediste objective was to capturc a hill which wes epprox-
imrtely 500 ynrds to our front., DBRetween the hill and the point
from vhich we pushed off the terrain was flst and was covered oy
vheat firlds. .

te atbacked late in the aftarnoon without 2ny support fire ex=
cept our own comprny light machine guns., The attack was made as-
tride ¢ railroad which split our sector, The second platoon was
on thr left side of the tracks, tho first platoon on the right,

We advanced 100 yards over the flat terrain towards our objective.
A% this point our scouts worc pinned down by eremy m~chine gun
firce The first platoon wns fired on from three dircctions ULy
machine gun firc, the sccond platoon likewlse was fired on by cross-
ed machine gun firc., The compony was unable to sadvance.

The company commrndor requested tank support, At 1830B three
tanks srrived, The plation L-nder of the first platoon was abls to
proint out the cnemy strong points to the tark commander vefore the
attack was resuned.

At 19307 the attack wne resumed with the tanks on line vith
the platoons. The tankmen fircd their turrct guns at every cnerny
strong point shifting their fire from one target to another as
they advanced, '

The rifle platoons ~dvancirg with the tenks in a skirmish
formation held thelr firs until within effective range of the tar-
zets; then thoy opened fire, snch platoon using ite full fire power.

© "The tanke were successful in neutralizing the enemy fire. The
riflc platoons grincd fire superiority so that the encmy could not
return the fire snd overran the positions in a minimun of time,

This objcctive could have been tuken even sooner had the benics
beern with us in the firét attempt to trke the hill, The tonk sup=
nort also minimized tie ensualtics. There were none in the first
pletoon end two in the second., The third plotoon which was come
mitied on right of the first in the second nttack hed one casualty.

This porticulsr oper. ticn hrs glven this company confidence n
tanks,”

8. Comdined troining is = rreroquisite to the success of an infantry=

tank operation. It cannot be cxpected thnt infantry, knoving armor draws encmy
fire, will work successfrlly with torks without belng frmilinr with them.
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“iret Lievtenant LISLIR K, VWHSEL, 135th Infantry.

TT'

"At AWZIO there was an enemy strong point at house eral
attempts had veen made to +-ke prisoners from this house by ntry
action alone without succees, The CO drcided to use tanks and Ty
platoon being chosen to operate with them, I wes d981gnaued iorce
commcnder, We were to use a platoon of medium tenke {5 tonks)
from the 751st Tank “attalion, 2 of ther to act as base of fire,
the other 3 carrying four 1n¢anurvmrn on each, Alsc brsides the 12
men riding tanks it was decided to send an additional 12 w men up a
diteh to the left of hou:: 'Y' with the mission of cubtir g off any
ereny attempt to escarc .rom the strong voint and also of blocking
ary enery attempt to reinforce the strong roirt during tie raid,

No one in the compsny prior to this time had ha d eny exrerience
~1lth tanks so weo were given a 3= dq[ period to rehesrse the opera-
ticn from beginnirg to rpd. During this period the men rirs ﬁzice&
mounting and dlsmountlng tanks at verious speeds, and taking posi-
tion on the back of ths tank - the most GLflClGHt position Iound
wag proie. To dismevrt men did & wush up end vavlted off in such a
menner es Lo present a minimum silhouotte. Chin straps of hrlmets
werl clesped under thez chin for it was found tLoy a]wqyb fell off in
veulting unless so tizd., ¥e picked out an =rea thet horveswonupd
ver much with the sitnation on the line =nd pract ced attacking 2
simulztrd house '¥', Tha debailed plan wes for one tank car”v1ng
me, o German speaking sergeant, and two othar men to lead the attack
sud hit the house frontally, The othsr two atbacking tanks were
to move in column until they hed arrived to within 59 yards of the
house, the 2nd tank to right of houce and 3rd to left of house. Men

. Sav
infe

onn the 1st tank were to cloar the front of the house »nd the house
propur, the m'n on the 2pd tank were to clear all area to right snd
rear of the houss, and the men on the last tank were to clear to
lef't and roer of the house., MAlso a squed was to be uscd as & bese of
fire to the 1eft of the hovese in a diteh to cover our etteck, tle
cecapc of the enemy end our withdravel., Thery hed with thom - 536

radio and a sound power phone wilh which thay had dirset contact
with the battalion W, They were also to fire & red flare which
wourld be a signal to the tarks to withdraw after the petrol had
returned on foot with the rrisoners znd taken cover., The tanls
wore to remain and cover the infentry's withdrawal until the flare
wag fired. During this *r-ining it was frund that ¥l's and tomyy-
guns were the most suitsle weepons to usc. A beyonet on the ML
mede it difficult to obtain - good position on the back of the tank
with = traversing turret. Yeapons were held towsrd tho center of
the tenk to minimize loss in transit., & tarpaulin from a 24-ton
trvek wee throvm over the back of the tenk to meke it casier to shey
on. ¢1thoub the tarpaulin, water and grease mede the metsl sur-
{fzce too difficult to hold to, On the 3rd and final day of train-
ing the complote dress rohearsal vith all the trimmings was mede.
Tt was vitnessed by regimental and vattalion commanders who claimed
thet et that time (mnrnung' first light) the infantry could not be
suun on back of tanks provided thuy romaincd motionless.
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The morning of the attack the squsd that was to act as base
of fire moved up under cover of darkness, took up their position to
left of the house, and cstablished communication with the battalion
0P, At 0540B, the tanks warmed up their motors, At the same time
there was a 10-minute ertillery preparation to soften the encmy
position and cover the noise of our tanks. Smoke was also fired
to mask enemy observation, At 0550B, the tanks moved out through
friendly wiroc that hed been previously cut by the 4 & P platoon
and over a route that had been swept for mines to within 200 yards
of the house., The instant that house 'Y' came into view the tanks
opened up with 75's and LMG's and continued firing through the whole
operation, Upon raising my head, just enough to teke a look eround,
I could see a perfeet semimcircle of smoke laid by our artillery end
mortars that hid house !'YT' from view of main enemv line. The 1lst
tenk moved across an anti-persomnel mine ficld detonating séveral
of same.end cleared a path through a heavy barbed wire entanglement
that had been expected in the front of the house, Within about 50
vards of the house the lecad tank hit an AT mine which caused it to
throw a treck and ters out the tronsmission, but no personnel were
injurcd, The possibllity ¢f this accident occurring had been:'cxe
pected end plans had boen made sccordingly. The crew of the tank
continued firing with 75's and 30's while wo jumped off the tonk and
sterted looking for the enemy, The 2nd ond 3rd tanks came up as
nlanncd even though the 2nd tenk had become temporsrily stuck in a
shcll hole and a man fell off., This man, hovever, recovered his
position on the tank. From the time we got within 100 yards of
the house there was a continuel enemy concentration of morter fire.
The tank killed one encmy who tried to escape, ons of our men killed
enother vith a hand gronade and six wore taken prisoner, They
appearcd to be completely demoralized, undoubtedly brcause of the
noise and fire power of tanks, When we were certain that all cnemy
were cleared we gave the signal for the patrol to withdrow with tho
prisoners., When they reached the diteh 300 yards from the house
the squad acting as base of firc gave the signal for the tanks to
withdraw, The erev of the tank which was disabled bty the minc got in
the othor tanks and Lt., LINGLE, the tank platoon commander, des-
troycd the disabled tank with thermite grinades and then withdrew,
When the patrol got in the covor of the diteh the squad acting as
base of fire vas withdramm, During the cntire operation this squad
kept up constant communication with battalion giving them a word by
word description of tho assault. The ontire operation from the time
we left and the tanks moved through our front line until the red-
signal for tanks to withdrew vas given took -11 minutes, Specd, we

fool surc, was one of fthe main factors in making this a successful y

reid end which could only have becn obtained through carcful roe .
hoarsal. - In underteking this operation the first thing we thought
of wes thet the tenke would drgw a lot of firc and that we, riding ,
on thu backs, would‘héye no chances™ While that feeling was nover . >
complotely overcoms, incrcrging confidencs in cach other came as :
our associztion grew," R - : _

i
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b, Tt rmast by definitely understood whether-a contemplated action is to-
be undertaken with infantry supported-by tanke or with tanks %urported by ine
fantry. In general, terrain will dictate the answer. However, in certain ine
stances the strength of enemy positions will be the criterion - an outstanding
example of which is quoted below:

Extract, Journzl, AC of S, G~3, 34th Infantry Division.

"Initially the 756th Tank Battalion was ordered to supnort the
168th Infantry's abtack te cross the RAPINO River at dawm on 27
January, Little vas gained and at dawn 29 Janvary the 2nd Battalion,
168th Infan*ry was committad Lo support an thack by the 756th Tenk

Battalion. EBogincers finally prepered a suitable crogsing at 16008
to allow the mass of tanks to roll across the river, through the mine-
ficlds to the foot of the hills whers the infontry passed through,
the tenks remaining in support positions,®

Licutenant Colonel JOHN L. POWERS, 168th Infantry. -

"The morning of January 25th, the Battalion CO and Battalion
S=3 reported to regimental headquarters and roceived orders to move
the battalion to the vicini*t» of MC 893237. The babtalion closed
in the new ares at 260500 J-auvary, At 1500 hovrs the Battalion CO
roceived the regim-ntel attack orders as follows: 3rd Pattalion to
attack on the right, lst Battalion on the laft with 2nd Battalion
in reserve., LD = RAPIDO River, Time - 270700 Janunry 1944 Ob=-
jective = Hill 213, The 2nd Battelion was to occupy present 3rd
Battalion assembly area vicinity HC 890235, when that area was va=
cated,

At 270600 Janvary the Battalion moved and closed in new assom-
bly area vieinity MC 820235 at 0700 howrs, Battalion CC rcported,to
regimentsl forward CP at NE20 hours, where h. wes informed thet the
battalion was to be prevurad to move to new arca vieinity MC 874235,
The attack *umped off on time at 0770 hours and both lst and 3rd
Battalions ran in%o heavy small srms firc and intensc merter and
ortillery fire, Both batt llons also cneountered -lsborate AP mine
ficlds, Casuvaitics wore heevy, and the attack wns stopped about
200 yerds wost of the RAPIDO River. ‘

Petrols were sent out with th- mission of resconnoitering »
appfowchcs to the RAPIDO River, and also the crossing sites us.d Ly
the 1st rnd 3rd Rattalions, Additionsl patrols contreted comprnics
~nd command posts of the assault Prttalions to deterrine their lom
coltions, cnd aleo locrtions of known mine arcas. At 1730 hours, tho
Nettsrlion moved by infiltration to an assembly srea V101nluy TG
€74735, closing in at 2030 hours. .

Ordors were recaived thot the 2nd Bottalion would attack with
tonks 290730 January. Ordor of attack of th battalion to be =z
colvmn of companics, E, F, G, Company "H" was to deliver 9v?rho§d
machine gin, and also give supporting mortar fire from positions
at MO 872238, ‘Fatrols were seat Lo Companics TAM and ¥B" to Jeturmine
their locations,
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At 290530 Jonucry, the forwerd (P moved to MC 265040, % 065
hours Company "E" lpft its aasenbly area and crossed the LD ot 0730
hours. At 0925 hours, Company "EM had t-o platoons across the river
which were pinned down by begvy machinc mm fire from the vicinity
of the ecmotery (MC £557°42). Onc 1ight and three medium tanks hed’
been able 4o get across the rivar, tut et the time were unzolc to
essist in the movemunt of Company "EM, Mortar fire on the cemetery
wes celled for by the CO of Compayy “I', Ty 1130 hours, Corpany "EM
had tkrec platcons across the river.

At 1730 hours, the tanks began thoir crossing im mese and

following closelv behind the assaulting elements, Company "IN

startced moving toward HilM 213. It -as necessary to follow in the
tonks! tracks since ths - atire ares boing passed throuch was hesvily.
mineds The troops received very little enemy machine gun fire,

sirce for the enery %o fire would mean disclosing his position %“o the
tanks. By 1840 hours, Company "E" was =t the base of Hill 213,
closcly followed Ly Compenics '"F! and "G", At 1930 hours, Company
"E" wes reported on tho objoetive, and et 2300 hours tro compzniecs
viere -congolidating their positions, '

Ir the early morning hours of the 30th, counterattacks were
beeter off. These attacks were rrinoipally from Germens trapped snd
cncireled by the rapidly sdvancing troops. l!Many prisoners wer: taken
tnd ruch equipment and ammunition captured, Patrols were sent oub
to neke conteet -rith uvaits on our 1¢ft and right. The patrol that
went o Hill 56 to contact the lst Battelion went to the top end ,
fovnd wire entrnglements and vacated encmy positions, At 1345 hours.
the 3rd Pattalion was roportsd to have occupied the toym of CAIRA,
and 1lst Battalion wns consolidating on Hill 56 to protect the lcft
flank of thc reginment, '

The ebove is gbrictly e fectunl aceount of orders reccived,
action takcn, end results nchioved, -

For a morc compluto pictwe of the action rcported above cone
siderable elaboration of the facts stated in the raport is rocuired.
I shall elaborate vpon them, besed on my obs.rvation of ti: sction
as the battalion commender of the infentry bettalion concerncd, =

First of all, o doscripticn of the encmy defensiva position is
esgential. The first obstacle to overcome was the RAPIDO River, a
swift flowing stroam, which was fordable by infantry at most points,
but which was definitely an anti-tank obstacle., West of the R/FIDO
River anti-personnel mine fields paralleled the river to a depth of

ree hundred yerds. Frcm the RAPIDO River to the base of Hill 213

¥ an abgpolutely flat r”+in from which all vegetation had b cn re-
moved in order to provid. n perfect field of fire for the numcrous
mechine puns emplaced in portable steel pillboxes rnd olabor-tely
prepered bunkers -t the base of the hill, There vere o few buildings

i

o= thig plain,  Most of them contained SP guns, arti-tark guas, or

noekine quns, About onc hundred vards from the basc of the nill

there wes a continuvous band of hich barbed wire appreoximatcly fif"
teen verds in depth., Just behind the pillboxss a barricr consirvete
cd of brush and trees apperontly clesred from the hill itself forme
ed o doad nbntis. Just below th- rilitary crost of the hill a bend
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of double apron wire protected a line of individual foxholes which
had overhead cover., Each foxhole had a small sign sunk in the
ground beside it. Some of the numbers I recall were G-23, G~24

and G-25, On the crest of the hill was another band of double cpron
wire, On the west slope of the hill were numerous dugouts, appere
ently used for sleeping quarters for the garrison.

The first lesson I learned from the operation was the necese
sity of adequate cngineer support for tanks in an action of this
kind, Attempts were made by the tanks to get across the river by
their own means, At one point over one thousand 75mm HE shells
were fired point blank by various tanks in an attempt to break down
the far bank sufficiently to form a ramp, This was unsuccessful,
The final crossing was at last prepared by improving an old ford
with rocks dumped in the stream, This work was done by the 235th
Engineers under heavy artillery and small arms fire,

As I see it, there were three main functions performed by the
tanks of the 756th Tank Battalion, The first was to provide 2 pase
segeway through the anti-personnel mine fields by driving through
them and exploding the AP mines. The infantry could follow the tank
tracks without setting off more mines: The Germans had apparently
ploced considerable confidence in the RAPIDO as am anti-tank obstaclg
and while some anti-tank mines were encountered and some tanks dise |
abled, many of the tanks which succeeded in reaching the river,
crossing it under artiltlery fire, and escape bogging down in the
marshy ground, also succeeded in reaching the base of Hill 213, The
second main function of the tanks was to get the infantry through
the high barbed wires The third and probably most important was
to scare 'hell! cut of the Jerry machine gunners to such ‘an cxtent
they fired little for fear of catching a 75mm shell at point blank
renge, :The-dnfantry in turn aided: the. tanks by.giving them pro- . 4
tection against SP guns and AT guns.: Once an SP was definitely
located and foob troops closed in it .did not. stay in that locality.

. &s g result of the combined infantry-tenk action, Compeny "E"
was starting up the hill just as it became dark. Company "E" was
closely followed: by Companmy. 'F",  Company "I" followed Compan;-r npH
with a commend group .of fourteen officers and men. By that time
Jerry was well zeroed on the. crossing and was placing gon51derable
artillery fire on the flat ground at the base of the hill., Of the
fourteen in the command group, five of us reach~d the hill. . Com=
pany "G", the reserve company, followed the command group. By mid-
night, we had. the hill pretty well organized although there were
still quite a few Germans still in their bunkers and holes within
the position,. - ibout an.hogr.begorg_daylight,the_J@rrlesfgtarted‘
coming out of their holes, throwing hand grenades, and doing some
firing, and for the mext two or three hours we were pretty busy
rounding them up. ‘Shortly after daylight the tanks knocked out one
or two SP guns which were in buildings on the plain behind us.. .
“hile trose things were going on Jerry added. to the general fos- . ‘
tivities by dropping plenty of artillery fire on the plain behind !
us « opparently directed at the'numerous disabled_tank§,sPread out3,
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on it, The live tanks were hrddlod up nt the brse of the hill vhere
he couldn't guite get ~t them, F«quer, he did drop considerablc
mort:r fire on the crost «nd c-pt slope of the hill,

Communicctions to th ri-r were guite difficult., Betwecn
fri ndly tanks ~nd enomy ~rii*lory, wire just dida't stay in. Tho
511 rrdios did not function after their "dunking" in the R/PIDO,
Ty tvwo artillcery redios -wre lving oO’bpl'CO owt on the pl-in
together with thoir cperntors or the bodies of the operators, For
scvr ol hours the only mesnrs of co municating to the rear g the
81 exter platoon leedor's SCR 105 to his guns., Mossagos werc re-
layod frem the mortsr position ov snund pever phone to Corp ey
s ond from there Oyltmlube”” to battalion rear CF or regiment

cond port of the timc th- wire from battalion resr to resinent we:
ovt. “hen thet wes so, th~ SCR 51q wrs used to communieatc v
cerinent,

That afternoon, light trnks crosscd the river carrying gas ond
~rrvnition for the mediums, Jerry still had the crossing covercd
with en AT gun some plece down to thoe south of Hill 213. Two light
tenle went up in flemes in about thirty scconds, Thonks to the SCR
1¢5 v had the cereossing snoked by our 81 mortars in about threc
mimtes.

he importance of comrmuniention betwnen the supportlnr trnk
unit cornot be over stresscd., In this partieculnr action, » licison
of ficer eguipped with ~ SCR 510 reported to me from tho.tanl Lote
telion. Whon I moved out oﬂtﬂkwn the assoult and reserve componics
I left him st the battrlion rear CP witk my S-3 for two resgong -
onc, to hold domm the sizc of t“b commend group and to meko surc
that-he and his redio hed o f2ir chence of cnnthuﬂn* to rem-dn
operational. Suocondly, I hed alresdy provided mysclf with my SCR
511, the mortor SCR 195, two srtillery SCR 6£1N's and Swo virc Seoms
leyirg 130 wire followed np by 110 wire, In this Tpi T felt I had
e chrnce .of mainta* ing some kind of communication with th» 1
Direct commana lieis-n %etﬂoun mysclf and the tank %«ttul'
nender w23 also erpicyed fer ho parked nis commend tark ab
werds fron my CP on th* ga of Hiil 213, Direct cont 1?*
pletoon and compsny cormanders and individuel tank and s“nk urit
commrnders wae als omployad."

In tean Oporation the vank destrover should have as its primery

supvort of the tarks, Pocruse of the essigned primery mission it is

cqually fnllacious fer the tank destrovers to assume they carnot sot in othor

roicg ag it

o
tively, If
withrar, th
regerdisss of
and 89.th T

ie for Ghoe Infen “y commender to disregerd the brlm ry nission cne
inion operation” one eloment of thé tennm is absent or is foprced to.
o brunt

«f ene ,y Jveusure mist be taken up by the other elements
wrinery. role; Ir the LANUVIO action the. 1918u Tank Betislion .

il

ark Deshroyor Battalion were attached to the Division, The 191s%.

Tank Battelion having lost rost of its “fl cers and exnerisnped tenl: crous
in a prcviouu netion uss unablo to function rondering the 894th Tank Dostroyer
Batoalicn and the 34 Cavelrys RmcrlnaiSDance Troap .the only qv;lliblb forcos
in 2 situstion demanding heavy armor. , ; S T )
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Bxtracts, Jourral, AC of 3, -3, 34th Infontry Division.

i0n the avening o7 27 [ orderg were 1”"uaﬂ o the 24th Com

velr" Reconng _ghwn"ﬂ Troon To cover the Division! i€f+ £lenls aﬁd to
: : ieh appearsd ! wrlng the

he 45th Infantr Division, >

Yay wver terrain absolutely

;rry out its security mission, =y~

-

heary enemy self-propelled, anti=-

nents of tha Division very henvily one
nin araingt th~ shuv-orn defense of
~avent that ar"orwd ;
LY of sufficient heavy grmor Ths Yroop
toeck of tle jrd Pattalion, 123rd Ine

qFETrD of
fal

‘DS(HﬁGﬁﬁuiT
o o e
L IV0n \/ (:jal",ﬂ.}/ )

xaG of the irfs

its vulnerability, it movod
:l in destroying four to six eneny
Sﬁim&ted £fifty easuslties in kitled

gung anrd £ €

re iled the infantry battzlion to itg obw
jnctive =29 t1ly responsible for ths only subsban-
tlai cavence 'S

On 30 7 . gsembled on the left flark ss securily
and &ls0 ag a reserve :or countoraiback purposes.

T“e sfterrosn of 21 ¥Mev gaw the Troop agsin ordered to lead
the 3vd Pattalion, 133 . Infantry in an agsault in the some genercl
"rwﬁ o8 on 29 Farv, Troresding in the face ol observed dirsct [ire
of §ive heavy cnemy self-uropelled guns The Troor r~nabled “he
infrutry to move feorward und imgrove its positions and o i The
gre ound gained. Hchrd tukt'”"dlr“? rlmogt for days of corrtinuous oC=
tion, the 34th CRVQLTJ Teaonneispance Troop —as directly r ﬁpon~
sible for the oaly muberisl gein mede zeross the Division front 30
end 31 Mgy,"

"The LENUVIO action liolds perticular iateresgt in that
absence cf +“F1S, snﬁ iy = s tuation demanding heavy srmor,

864%5h Tark Destrover Tatbalior wrs employel in a tanic rols
sticcess with Wthh +ho 8045 Tank Desgtrover bat”cl'on playad

pert aided materially in the cepture of the Divielon objective,
Continually diszposed in tho front lines es close fugport of

the infartry, the battalion undertook many smell umit onerub ong

cowpiete1" fﬁreldr to its normal role, In the iritizl asesull on
. CRCCEITA, HMey 2%, on. platcon of Company "C" crlss—cr\ssad
-ncmv zig-mag tronch °"Ct'“ firing its machine gung down the

- (]

cnd ki?ling ~n -stinated 80 (P“uy for th: loss of on: k=10

ectroyer with crev. Elemonts of Comyany A on June 1 moved

:rd of the front lines on the 1eft flank of th- Div ision snd

*L:rp ricced dirmet firc on onemy guns, observation posts snd olhor

telletlons. On Juine 3, Company "B, dfsposed »long a line with
.

v 1ﬁ“1”ﬂtclv 4N yarce wotweon MeLD: tark destroyers, carrict the
advance elcments of Lhe‘133rda1nxﬂnyry on the dcstroyers to tho




regimental objective. The Reconnnissance Company was cnmployed
during tho entire sction on the right flank in the gap between
the 34th Infartry Division and tho 34th Infantry Divisicn, nnd by
constant prircliing, oft: - disw-unted, prevented infiltration of
enemy groups zcetive in tht vieinity."!

"Sorly July 4 the 8C4th 1D Battalion was disposcd to block
all rocds lesding south inio thie Solvay Factory arca while the
Reconnaissence Comprny, 776uh TD Battrlion blocked 4o the north ~nd
northsast on the right fiank, Both botvelions, opernting first one
then the other, vith the 34%h Cevalry Recomnaissance Troop in support,
covered a front of some 3 kilometers, The voad nets, particuleriy
in the 804th TD Battalion ssetor were effectivelr blocked by oxten-
sivc demolitions which nccessitotod operntion on foot to accomplish
the missicr of proteciting the £lanks of the Jivision.
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CHAPTER IV - ENGINEER OPERATIONS

In Itoly, a country criss-crosssd vith streams, mountains, dry washes

and marshlard, the solution to the problem of moving a.division move than everp

depends on the engincer's ability and his resources. Over such difficult
terrain two distinet missions of divisional enginmeors must be recognized -

(1) Close support entailing reconraissance, mine clearing and demolitions in
the assault and (2) Maintonance and developmert of coummunications entailing
road repamr and bridging. In the attack bad weather at times has forced dive
ision enginecrs to the lat*er mission entirely leav1ng the former to be carried
by the already overly-burdened infantry.

Major CARL J. SPHIVFE?STE¢M Executive Officer, 109th Engineer
Batballon.

"Bridging.

‘8. It has becom: increasingly apparent that brldvlng
operations by divisional engineers should be kept to a minimum,
Fren bridging operations are necessary the divisional engineers
should prepare approaches gnd exits but the actual bridge con-
struction shounld be done by special bridging wnits, thus releas-
ing the divisional engineers for supporting the advance of the
division,

b. Divisional enginee*s should choose by-pass 51ohts
80 that the by~pass will not hinder future brldglng operations of
higher echelon engineers,

¢. Tt has been found that heavy portable culverts conw

- structed in a rear area and then hauled to %the crossing site and
then laid iIn place by the usa of the M-2 tank retriever is a
very gatisfactory method of making a crossing under direct eremy
observatlon. The type culverts used were 4 feet, 6. inches wide,
6 feet high and 14 feet lorg comsisting of four bents of & inch
timbers anf floored with 3 inch planks, It is nossible %o lay
these culverts side by side to obtain ary desired liength crossing,
This type of crossing wes used at nASSII\"O

Roads,

2. Traffic circu¢ation is very important and it has
been found that in Italy where tkerec are ran@ one-way roacs that
two one~way. roads w‘tb propes traffic vonuro, is just as good as
a two~wgy road.

‘ Q. The old maxim of 'draln off the water and throw on
the rock' has been realfirmed but It has been found thst the entire
road surface must be rocked and not just the ruts and pit holes,
Also, by-passes skould be rocked, '

¢. Roads should be marked clearly by the use of signs
such as mine cleared s*gra; directional signe and.town signs,

Communications..

3~ It has been found that the 284 radlo is not too sat-
isfactozy for engineer cperations as the range is not great enough.
Also they are not too dependatle and it has always been the policy
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of this battalion to utilize both radic and field messages in
sending a message,

Miscellaneous, - ‘ 4

2. In a static situation vhereby mine fields are used
in a defensive position it is necescary that infantry security
parties be obtained for engineer working rarties. On the ANZIO
Beackheed it ves found that it was necessary to obtain both security
and carrying parties from the infantry as the amount of work was
so ‘great that engineer personnel alone could not have accomplished
the work in the allotted ‘time, :

' b. Thc bull-dozer is a valuable picce of equiptent nd
great care must be exercised in the uss and maintenance of it,
Spare parts should be made available hy higher headquarters so
that in ease of damage to the bull-dozer it can be rsadily re-
paired, Each company should have a least thres good bull-dozer -
operators so that the bull-dozeor can be worked constantly,

g« By-passes should never be constructed without
culverts, It is much mere difficult to put a culvery in a by~
pass that has been vashed out thaen it is to put one in originally,"

Yhile no startlingly new methods of engineer. procedure werc evolved

during the campaign many 4ifficult problsms presented themselves. The solution
to the following enabled the 34th Infoitry Division to employ armor with a
~mimimum exposure to AT fire in CASSINC without which the position gained in the
town could not hate been held. : '

Lieutenant Colonel ROBERT E. COFFEY, Commanding, 109th Engineer

- Battalion,

"During the month of February we were confronted with the
problem of making a level crogsing for tanks in the town of

- CASSINO, The normal demolition me*hod could not be used because

tanks using the by-pass would be subjacted to close range anti-
tank fire, ’ , -

The Problem: To construct a Class '30' bridge across a
drainage ditch 15 feet wide and 6 feet deep,. The bridge site was
under observation and subject to all types of fire i,e., smgll
arms, morter and artillery, The original crossing was a concrete
slab sugported by five reinforeed concrete stringsrs, About six
feet of the original slab was usable, in spite of tha enemy o=
molition vhich had cut all except six feet of the slab on the
near bank, ‘ _ : ‘

The Solution: To construct the bridge in sections in & rear
area and move the sections to the site by truck and tank wrecker.
Bridge section plans and construction were completed during day-
light hours and the sections were empleced under cover of dark~
ness,  The actual bridging operation was completed in two hours
after the sections were delivered to the .assembly ares one-half
mile frem the site. Cover for operating personnel was provided by
old slab bridge and the only casualty was one soldier who suffered
a slight flesh wound. The wooden structure was placed alongsdde
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the slak bridge making o total usabtle width of 19 feet, Flooring
vas placcd on the bottom of the section to insure adequate bear-
ing "

ke Infirtry & & P Platoons. In Itely the A & P Platoons have had to

cr orarations to maintain the regiment in the advance, From
is beliaved that o soldisr can be thoroughly trained as

28 an engincer but not as both.

lst Lisutonant IRVIF &, BEYL, 135th Infantry,

2nd Ligutonant WAYNE £, JHUMAN, 135th Infantry.
Staff Sergeant KENRETH F. Ec“RDLE, 13%th Infantry.
Sergeant JAMRS H, LEET, 135tk Infantry.

Technician Fifth Grade ATEERT J. FRANCHEI, 135th Infantry,

Witth the A & P geetlon it 18 the same old story - attempt-
irg to do too much with too Iittle. With regards to this one of
ovr greatest difficuliies arises wren the situation calls for
tan=poier grnor 0 trgined, To b mere specific:  Aftoer crossing
the VOITURKEC Eiver the hird tire @, our battalion had trouble with
e line fiﬁ;u, ong of the largect ve have ever contacted, Haturally,
the cry went up, 'vhere vho hell's the A & F section?!

W

cia

m

;

Bt that tine we torribly handicapped., Oub of 19 men
only thrae vers suificiontly trained to tackle the job, Some
of tho men hrd bean trained previously but they had long been left
beliind, Ve elecr:d that field; took our training right there, tool
Ve vore Tortunate that *tirme, Othor sections having the same trouble

e
werv not gn fortuncte, tlime and lives wore lost. The point is thiss
QCVEQLtE unskillsd, unt

or fllued for such technical and dangerous
work, should rot be assigned to such vork,"

15t Lieubsrnnt JEROME L. FLUSTER, 133rd Infantry.

"0ne of the things tiat I have ¥earmed in actusl cowbat is
thrt tna Aln“qzepppr ig rolatively 1qefxecﬁ3ve crossing fields
at riftt, The orly zafe eno positive way is to probe and “eel
vith the bare wremcard hand., To do this raquires 1ittle technical
gkill, byt it deae rooulire somo practice and a great deal of pa=
ticrece, Line compcniss ehould have special members of each rifle
platoon fousht to do thic,

it is oxtremely cosily to uss paths through mine fields if
there 1s any other possibls route 1o reach your objective, It
is imgpossible to deploy n case of a fire fight or an artillery
on rartﬂ" barrage. aryone caught in a minefield cduring a fire
fight or a borrege is stuck there, evposed and helpless, until the
firing is lifted."

crooant CLATTTT™ L, FUSSINE, 123rd infantry.

[ €]

ne

Some of my cuperis:~og in cetual combat ars: that men o patrols
cr anyone e wines and mine fields should give 'a-more deteailed
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roport of their findings., My men and I have at times gone on
details to clear mines ond mine fields that have never been there,
Thic heprons because someorc has seen tin cans or bottles and have
not taken time to invest’gnte before sending their report.

Avotrer thing is that I don't think we get adequate pro-
tecticn for our vork under cnemy action, At times we have had to
be our oun protection, armed only with carbines and trying to use
a minc detector at the same time., I think we should have at least
one BAR and 2 riflemen., This would give protection for our mine
souad in front of our troops.”
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CHAL.EL V - SIGHAL OFSFATICES

1., This u%j“ot ill be srkdivided into thres scetiong., Those arc messago
io, nrd vire commmnicatlons and are furthor subdivided to bring out
spocific lessons learncd by *the various divisional components.

.Se Messarc Center., Signal compeny opera+ions were pattorned cuite
closely after principles sel forth in Basic Field Fomal Fi 24-5, 'Sigmal
Communication', No particulrr problems were ancuuntered and tlo successiiul
oparaticns can best be oxplained by enumerating the speeific things that be-
eane SOF ~s oparnticns precceeded.

First Lisutonast JOBN A, D'RNSCOMBL, 54th Signal Company,

421 new replacauments uere trained first as foot messcugers
ond motor messergers even thouch *hey were to later become code or
counter clerks. This has resulied in the technicinns and non-coms
knewing more of the bzsic messonger routine.”

Tarrant Officer (JG) HAROLD ¥, KNUTSEY, 34th Signal Compar

"Constant ckznring of relicf drivers on motor mess engnr Tuns
rosulted in all drivirs lnoving unit locations for next scheduled
or spocinl runs, Our msssong rs have aluays watchod 40531y for
any troop movemernts and -r: instrueted to s+oo and moke inquiries
of he:dquerters along their routos, This informition is rdportod
t~ the mossage conter chief upon retrrn, This method his lept our
mossage oenter beutor posted on locations than was possible if they

Rl

dovended upon €477 gections or lower units to report."

Lic tc ant Colonel STANIEY L. BURGHARDT, Hendguarters 34th. InTantry
Division.,

"During poriode of comb-t, priority and urgent messages were
delivered immed:ately upcn receipt, Routine iraffie was delivered
avery honr on the hour. Vhen not in coubat priority and urgont
tr-ffic was del wveored immedintely wuwon receivt but routine tr-ilie
-wag deoliverad overy hour on the hour frorm 0600 to 2000 hours.
Orlglnallv we kept all messoge coentor rocords for o period o

aven daye, This has now been increnscd to thirty deys as S‘"“r 1
'meészvbs, particulsrly of an administrative n .ture, had to bo traced
_after the soven day period, ‘

The oncoding of 21l messnges is checked for correctness.
Urgont mossages are passcd to transmitting ageney and tr.ef chocked.
-_Prlorltv ~nd routine messages nre checked even beforc transmission

starts, This cnuses = s]ight ‘elay in the intividual message but
kas aﬂVud much time on the totnl of oncoded traffic. 4#11 crypto-
_grophic orrors that come to ouy attention are callcd to-the athone
-,.tion of *the ons making the mizte ko .2s soon as posqlble. o ¢
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No other communication apency makes the usage of Signal
Operations Imstwvctions th-i mussngs cenber does. "The Division
message cenLar Roeps ocw ? L g of alr units with vhich con-
cerned.  The messome cenber cfilcer checks coastantly to sce that
the currers aud ooy whe cavient rtems are in use, L11 siperseded
items wzd eapi.ed coles nnd otaes Coypuographic dqulpment are
prompoly dostroy-d and reports rendered,™

e
L
1y

5(/‘.

Captain LLOYD W, REISER, 34th Infantry Division irtillory.

"ivision Artillery reportq no depa"ture from normal PrO=
cedures io the oper-tion of their message center and messeriger
personrel. Due o the inadcquele person nel being allotted on the
T/0 for sustain-d operations. zll units have trained radio oper=-
ators as code c.erks This has helped considerably.

- Captain WILLIAN D, PASKE, 1723rd Infantry.
"A11 inPantry Téﬁﬁlents have placed much-importance on the

troining ¢ godd *oot massengers - - pacticularly on the battalion
and cowoszay level These rauuers hive hgea given training in

compasy raadlnb and on reposting: vhat thcy sse, 411 infantry unlts  

havo used and placed much couiidonce in their runnurs.“‘
First Licutonant EDGAR T, ADLER, 135 5th Infantry.

"Our regimont has attached a 1/4 ton C & R and two motor
messengers 1rom each battalioa to the regiment. These meseen"ers
carry the trafiic to their: respcctlve units."

Lieutonant Golonel STLNIEY L. BURGHARDT Headquqrters BAth Infanury
Division.

The AFCODE s.wn]ied by hlpher headquarters for use within the
Divisicn is distrituted %o. compdny and battery level of all assigned.

units. The signol cificer reprodiuces d code similar to dlgrqph
for all a*tacncd wuak, tunic dsctroyer or oiher supporting troopse
This is atlowed Lo b u etrituted doun to wbatever level the ind-
ividual wait dosives Conpicnzgn of this vede will in no vay

affect the Divisics AFICOE., Whe Division comnand net uges a ro=-
rroduced vudc nnt reld by any other uuivn,  Likewise a similar

code isc preva for tha wxolugivs use of +hé reconnaissance troop.
.Slight aiterzbicus ave made in the voeghularics of'all these codes
to include worl. more appiicabie co whe operations.”

First Licutenant ROBERT J: COREE, 34tk Signal Compny.

"In rapid moving situations much use is made of AFCODE., Vhen
the front is stable and movement slo such as at CASSINOG and 4NZIO,
ve place very little trust in the security value of AFCODE and re-
sort almost entirely to the M-209."
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be Bodio Ccmmunication., The signal company operated in four nets.
These were the Corps n~b, Division command net 'A' which comprised the infan-
try regiments and division artillery, Division command net ‘B which covered
attached urits and liaison nbt Tlic lialgon net was comprised of stations at
cach infantry regiment, flanking divisions and the Commanding General, All
nets functioned well from an operation stondpoint., However, the fact that wire
communication was virtuslly always 'in' resulted in very little traffic being
negsed by radio. The Division liaison net was very active at all times and
nessed a lorge guantity of traffic of informative value,

Licutcnont Colonel STANLIEY L, BURGHARDT, Headquarters 34th In-
fantry Divisicn,

"Quitc fr-._aortly, notable on the ANZIO Beachhead, an SCR-193
radio can be used satisfzctorily in the Corps command net, A
single S0P-379 is sufficien® for the signal company. The radio
link to Corps proved vzlusble, especially during very rapid opera=
tions when Corps could not keep wire communications in. In one day
the Division Command Post moved from a point slightly north of
ROME irto CIVITAVECCEILZ, = distance of forty-one milcs, On this
day commurications to PO“ps were maintained by a Division wire
line plus Corps radio, 3ur forward command group were in the
habit of meking long moves without the Corps radio link, When
these moves hecame so ¢ong that wire contact was lost it became
necesasry -thnt the Corps radio accompany them also,

Tre Division command not '4' and liaison net resulted in a
dupiicaticn of sets and personnel at all infantry regiments, The
traffic load of both nets could well be handled by a single net,
Those nots have now becn coibined, personnel increased in number
and 2bility, duplicction cl¢rlngted

£13 radio operstors have been given concentrated training in
the use of Cipher Device =209 and AFCODE, The combined net will
randle all Cryptographic nnd message center duties to include de=-
livering traffic directly to Staff sections. This will eliminate
the ineviteble 'mossage cxiter‘ delay. ALl traffic will be filed
with the unit message center at the end of each twenty-four hour
periods The terms will be ccmmosed of four operators each at
out staticns, At the Division ICS it is composed of additional
nessage center and CLJDQO" apd~c personusl, .

01701r1¢lv SCD-193 redios mounted in 3/4 ton vehicles were
attached to the in omiry regiments, Vhen the forward command post
is 1n1t1ally esteblished gonerally nothing larger than a 1/4 ton
venicle io teler covoard, U As o result when wire did fail and radio
communication wuns needed, orly the roar command post could be reached,
The reogim.rt l sets hiawe beon fastalled in /4 ton vehicles and now
travel directly with the S-2/5-3 sections, giving us the desired
emorgency comrunicatior whon wire fails.

Staff officcrs-portirus to be qulte unaware of the capabil-
itics ornd limitntions” ¢f r-dio communication and equally ignorant
regording security, Virtu-lly all sccurity breaches are made by
officers ard in many c¢asos over the advice of radio operators.

Tt Is believed that twe procedures would correct the above failings,
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First all officers shonld receive more training of the subject before
coming into action, This should be live and practical training and
not theory or a lecturc., Sccondly by Command Action they should

be mrde to use the radio during training periods and at regular
intervals so that when the emergency arose they would be prepared,
This should be folloved up closely by disciplinary action for
scewrity breacl is.?

First Lieutennnt ROBERT J. CORRE, 34th Signal Company.

"Division command net 'B' is not normally operated except when
vire fails or the reasr echelon is out of range of field wire, A
notable use of this net uas from the ANZIO Beachhead to the NAPLES
arca,  Two SOR-193's were used with 'flat top! antonnas. An average
of ten messagos mers handled over +his not per day, for a period
in orcess of two months. Tho only other method of communication was
a 'wotor messcngor! reguiring three days to make the round trip,

The net was continued during the breakout from the Beachhead and
actually "nctioned well betwoen ROME and NAPLES, o distance far in
creess of tho scts normal ratings,

Ceptoin LLOYD W, REISER, 34th Division Artillery,

"Pivisicn Lrtillery renort the necossity for kecping radio
sots E£3E-284 somavhal romoved from gun positions as concussion
breaks certain tubes used in this sct,

4 radio relay system hns boon developed and operators given
training in relaying on the h voice sets. In mountainous terrain
much roeieying has had te be dene, :

Then a forunrd obscrver is unable to carry his SCR-609/610 due
to terrain or other limiting difiiculties, he uses an SCR=536 to
contact his base set, Frouw there it is relayed to the fire direction
conter,” ‘

Copbain WILLIAN D, DuSER, 133»d Infantry

"The infantry is making .xiswa vse of the SCR-300's, All
attached tank, tank destroycr, chemical hattalion or other supporte
ing troops must be ccouipp:d with their own SCR=300!'s for infantry
“support, The infrntry T/3 does not allew sets becing supplied by
them," .

‘First Lieuten-nt IDG/R T. LDLIR, 135th Infantry.

"Tho SCE=300's have vorkad axcellsntly betwecen tanks and in-
fantry., The SCR-503 furnished by the tonk battalions to the ir fan-
. try is tco heavy and have not worked out well., One regiment opcr=-
“ated an SOR-20C net composcd of infantry, tanks and a Cub plane for
observation, Fesulte were good,

In my regiment threc of the SCR-536's in the heavy wecpons com-
pany arc cach on a diffcront frequency (that of a rifle company),
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Thus vhen a mechina gun platoon is attached to support any onc coiie
peny, it draws the UDR-53€ teo work with that company, This in-
sures much closer support. The other three SCR-526's of the heavy

Teapons company are vsed by the moritar sections.t
Sergeant WICHAEL °. KIIBNFN, 13%rd Infantry,

"A 52 to - lcavy wmechive gun platoon is very good because
there will be cow 4J~,AtLuu with the advarc pg asseult platoon or
by CO to el the machine g platoon Cff:“ﬁr, vhen to give support
”jvc or cease fire as *dv S'lu1nlon may cell for, This company

26 this systea in the aftack from CECINZ to the ARWNO River, and
LUdﬂd that we had bctter control over our attached wespons, Con=
segrently, we wers ~uvls to get thoem into action from 5 minutes to
30 mimites goovar than any time proviousliy,™

Gaplain VLLTER ¥, ZRIDKS, 108th Iafantry.

Ci-30C ckannel for »71 anti-tank companizs has
feienity. Lowever, cach rogiment should have

"The common -
uite fr@nuaLtTy a1l three betialions are committed,
' a
(_.

2
zd withont 4l
G

°1vJ channels,
the coonon company mist hevs a separate ore 2nd 21l regiments
b)

using the SCIi-300 for an additional comuand net lirk,"

Lisutenant Colonel STANLEY L., BURGFARDT, Headquarters 34th Infantry
Division,

"The infantry rfg*hc'““ zh prefer ths uvse of the SCR-300 %o
the SCR-264 Ior the vegimertsal command net. It has given cxcellent
range and its light wetq mekes it much casier to tranmsporit, wspoei-
ally in mountaincus te:ra*n, ther: distanco or intervening terrain
makes the SCR-30C inoperative, the SCR=-2%4 has beon used and results
have boen satisfactory. The 284 is used consistently between regi-
menv and serviece colpary.

Many instanccs were bromght uo indicating cnemy shelling dus
to direction findiag equi: et on or radio tranamitters. In
overy sinole cars investicatod 1t was found that the cause was not
D.F., Common causes weres

(a) Visual sigkt of tho operator, artenna-or trocp concentrae

i)

)

(b) Iocatiorn near a worthwhile target =s = gun Dosition
or prom¢ne 3t crossreoad.

(¢} Transmission in thu clear of fri enxdly locations or move-
ments,

Technical Sergeant IDTARD 1A POIFIZ, 175tk Infantry,

"Wire and radio men arc hampered creatly whon carrying the
avthorized M-l riflc, It is recommg.ded that carbines and pistols
bs issued as substitutes. Also th: use of a mussette bag instead

i the full field pack would 2id the communications men who usually
have morc equipment to carry than the riflemen.”

o]
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¢c. TFire Communicot’ sn. The signal company wire personnel followed basic
principles for wirc commmnicntion, Hotever, it wss- learned thot widely varying
practices bad to be adcpied depending upon the Werrain, rate of movement, number
of units being served ond the road network, This resulted in the necessity for -
the deveopment of o very flexible and Afgressive orgonization. The necd for
very clos.: cooparabion bouwsen wire congnruction men snd switchboard operators
was recognized at an early date., The Ibaliar camprizn to date has offercd us
four quitc distinet tyres o wire problems, These will be handled by phases and
the problems will be descril d and then the method used to solve each will be
explained, In all cases good wire communication resulted, although our methods
were quite different in cach,

i

:]

Licutenant Colonel STAIIEY L, BURGEAILT, Headquarters 34th Infantfy
Division,

t7rom the point where the Division was first committed south of
BEWEVELTO, through three crossings of the VOLIURNQ River and on up
to COLLI thore were fev good rosds. Usunlly not more than one good
road was found in ths cntire Division area. Often this was supple-
mented by treils and engincer-built roads. Because of mountainous
terrain nd 11 ground excsnl roads being a mire of mud (from heavy
rainfalis) wire laying became very roadoound. WMines wore cncountered
in great quantity and were usually cleared oaly from the MR, It
is estimated that 90% of the wire comstruction was confined to the
roadside,

Then the situetion was slow moving all lines were overheaded
whenever possible, "his minimized trouble from vehicular traffic,
road repair work, chort circuiis or linc losses due to heavy raims.
Fhon tire permitted the original imstrllation was overheaded as
1aid but when time did not allow this practice it was overheaded
at the first opportunity,

Orly wirec "-1103 was used by the construction platoon, This
type wire wroperly consteucted and used witn reponters BE-89 gave
sufficient range for cvery problem that was encountered. On many
occasions lines from twenty to twenty six miles long were made to
talk satisfactorily. The use of Spiral four or long range ficld
wire, especiall in hesvily shelled areas is considered not practi~
cal because of “he difficulty of splicing as compared to W-110B,

The 1/4 ton v.hicle was used to lay virtuslly a1l the wire
during tris phase. It was tk2 only vehicle that could oper-te on
the highly congested and narrow rosds without causing trafiic tig-

- ups, confusion and accidents, Many nnrrow reads were made one way
except for 1/4 ton wire and messenger vehicles, '

Throughout this uatire phase it was possible to maintain two
lines to each of the infantry rcgiments ard to Division Artillery.
As the Division Command Post moved forward the two trunks best lo-
cated and that had given the least trouble were used to connect a
rear switch to handle service elements.

The scennd phase and onc which presented different problems was
that from CEPPAGNA thréugh SAN PIETRO, SAN VITTORE, CERVARO and into
CAIRA and CASSINC.  In this' sector & good road was available only

- 66 -




port way. Mule *roils vere converted into peep trails by the
engineers but av vericle arger than a reev could travel these
treils. Onc g";imesh went right over a nugh and rugsed mountain
range. The onir trail hire was a secord rate mule pack one,
Diormwng part e period the D viu“or had an additional regiment
asfacned Lo 1 The wsuad wmine Tields were encountered. At the
begirning o7 tk's phese ancides Divisicn was relicved and an
atterpt wun: Lo take over tle @ulqul¢% wive system,

Tae linss .aken over from tne uni® relieved gave much trouble.
This was 322 'n poov b0 thelir having besn ca tas ground during
et weather for well over £ 0ath, Also an excesz ve. numbew
cf iines Led been installad elong this route and cabled together,
Irouble shooting wan very siow and d’ 7

CCficult.  New lines were ine
sva’ied to our mgjor subordinace uniis, dressed well away from the
OTiOl ml installatiors, Forbuunately this wes during a slow moving
oper.tion and we wera able to dress up and rehabilitate some of
tha o*zglnal system for uzs of service elements and attacked unite,
contiimed to the only practical one

[y -

The 1/4 ion vehicle bo
for wire laying, buch wire vas la’d ross country by hard ond
gave good service aiter heing insteiled, Trcouble shooting on foot
'es slow but the absence of vehieliar traffic served to kesv wive
failurcs low,

Approaching CASSIND the infantry positions wers senarated from
svDply echeluns snd the Division Sommand Post hy a three-mile
valley with the RAPIDO River ranning through i, Tnbre were fre-
quent artillery concentral b certain poirts in the valley.
These critical spote —er. ~earnod gnid the wire re~routed
avay frcem them rezaited In ‘rating much trovble, The re-rout-
ing 1 s done on Fu -l using veel 2

Commuricatinon by wire across uh~ valley was extremely difficult,
Five 1102 Zines wers 2:%4 from the Division Command Post nsar
CERVARC to en advanco Davision switching contral located in CAIRA,
one and one-half miles north of GASSITHY, Hach line followed the
same general route oubl was senarated ilVC to twenty yards from the
nearest one of the five., Test polnts vere installed in three places

alorg these trunks vith a wire chinf, trouble meens and wire nEr=

scnnel at esch of the three placcs. Fach tost 901nt maintained
Tire hoth weys Trom that voint and addjbionul trouble personnel
vorked from the Mvision Cor Pozt ao od the advance switeil,

Lftcr the five liizs wers installs -Oumhnlcatlﬂn "o our advance
switeh was lost only once during a period of nearly thirty daye,
Th’s was for a period of less than tro hours. Onc tost Point

was located haliway between the Comm:und Fost and the advance
switche At this loca’ion repeaters Ef-89 were installed and mon~
itor-d for ccvr 3ot eujustmert. This cnabled the Division Staff to
tellk to the advance Rogimental Comuand Posts of the 142nd, 135%h
and 1€Cth Inldmur¢es, all turee of which vere tied into the CAIRA.
bonrd. Wirc distances of these units averaped twenty miles., After
o period cof a week the four most suitable lines were continued and
the remeining one abandonad. Throughout the entire period three
lines weie kept in rost of ths time,




The usc of *the test noints, wire chiefs, and trouble teams
mede the difference betweon failure aund svcecess on this operation,
Much troubls shoocting was doune on fool frem these points as oven
thc MOVE0% nu of a I . t:” vehicle would draw fire, Wire W-130
E ' rlace badly damaged cections in
fl:sb ovgortwiity by W-110, In
CTC not nﬂ:eSQﬂQy The avoidance
E 1o anud a small amount of
mug the same trouble
on gil lines,
re oparating over very rugged terrzin
1t men cnch and pushing the advance
a3le to keep wire in at all times,”

brt by increas L;.E; lc.m
suitch up to CAIRA tlhey

Firet Licutena - JOEN BONKORTE, 34th Sigznal Company.

"The advarce of one ogirent for a period of a*out ten days

and over a dictarce of fiflisen mileos tas followed oy a mulc equipped
7iro team, At nlaces the trail was o~ fficult even for the mules,

It ps learnad in this instance thot these wire Lines had to be
1aid 211 of? ~he *roils To avold *rouble from the muies hoofs and
shal'1ng9 On mounts in trails it was found best to comnstruct
ues on the high eide of thoe trail as mest any accident or trouble
tbnu developed affected the Lower side., Frequently o mule would

siip from the trail or supplies would be dropred. Naturally the
21l would break the wire if it had been installed below,®

I—J

T

Licutencut Coloncdl STAVLIDY L. 3J0GEARDT, Headguarters 34th In-
fontry Division,

YAt the ANZIC B favored with a good road nete
work and drvy w ~brn1= 2 ards fromn mine fields were min-
imized after thz poriiics ha b=:n occupiad for a short period.
Tre Division took over Jn*s the wire syelom of the mit re-
ligved, It uns Fond 4o he ~xaw ra for our nceds and nearly
half of the less reliiagble lin d, The arcas of heavy
shelling such ag rocd fvoctis 1tions soon became ap=
parcent to wire verscrnncl LWd 71ues were ;:Fxor re-routed or buried,
Nany 2 the forvard linecs could rot be mainteined during daylight
duve to cncmy ohservation and fire. :

Underground or buried lines were used for the first time and
vorked very well.  Lfter o short pnriod erourde developed which pro-
hibited thuoir belng simploxsd fov elﬂvfgpa put they worked vory wel.
for telepnone. Teot points verc installed every guarter mils and Ti-
18, frmwnnl Sertps nged. This greatl:r fracilitated troublc shooting.

Burial was =ccomplished bty usc of a cable vlo— borrowed from
the Corps \1”P31 battalion, It proved a very arduous and time
censuming task but rpaid leldbnds ccuidering the time that was
vt in the positicns., A1l lines that couldn't be re-routcd
~noy from specific targets were buried. Only important tactical
lincs were buried,

'
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An advance switch wos installed about three miles ghead of
Division Command Pos*., Turing onc nhase traffic to the two regie
ments in the line was e"trame*v hegvy o2nd three lines were ine-
stalled to eacl.,

On the Beachhead elghty percont of wire failure was caused
by shellfire, bowbs ard falling 7lak. In one instance all locals
at Division Comuand Post were lost by an AP bomb landing within
a few yards of the svitchboard dngout. The locals had been buried
to within a fev foet of the switchboard, but were above ground
just as they entered the dugout. The AP bomb scattered sufficiently
to get this one smell vulnerable sovt, TWhere burial is needed
henceforth it will be zomnlete, '

During the breakout from ANZIO Esachhead, followed by the pur-
suit through ROME to LiGEIRK and PIQA, we were favored with s good
road network and a well defined axis excent in one brief instance,
Artillery shelling was nil but vehicular traffic plus tank ard tank
destroyer movement created a hazard to our lines, The chief ob=
staeles were the spesed of movement required, mine fields and snipers.
During the latter stagss wire supply stocks becamo very low and
much recovery had to be effected even durwng operations,

Line construction must be especla ly good when operating
with tanks., Every conceiv ble crossing must be well overheaded
or buried, Burial at cror-ings should exceed eight inches to
protect the wire from tants. All wire must be dressed well off
the shoulders and preferable up on ledges and ban¥ks.

Wiremen in their desirs to comstrret good lines often enter
mine fields, Good wiremen can't be erlaced easllJ and it is Lest
to keep them away from such practices. The wire can be laid along
the mine warning signs for greater wapetV, espzcially in trouble
s%ootlng.

From the Beachhead to ROME tha oace was so rapid that we
had to discard our SOP of two lires to each regiment and reduce
it to ome each., A4lso additional use was made of a forward switch-
ing central to tie in attached units. Division wire personnel laid
wire as closely behind the advance corbat elements as they cculd,
After leaving LAIJVIO and uo to ROE nractically no wire was laid
within the infantry regimentc and Division Artillery..

As the Division left ROul. ard headed north & fourth regiment
was added., Due to the rate of move and the rumber of subordinate
units it was decided that if wire was to be maintained at all it
would neve to be on a reduced scale and by the use of an edvance

switching central. Wire teams were with esch regiment, The signal
company 1nstallea two W~-110B circuits up Highway #1 twenty miles
north of ROME, Ths signal company teams with the four regiments
were instructed to travel mith the Regimental Command Post and each
tlma they set down this team would tes-splice the Division cir-
cuits on highway and extend it into the regimentsl board. By
close liaison and instructions two regiments were kept on cach of
the two lines. At any spot t'at a regiment stopped for even an
hour they had wire communication to Division. As Division moved
up they would merely cut a switchbosrd into the trunks and have

=9 o J




communication both ways. 4t this time it became impossible for Corps
to keep their circuits up to us so we displaced forward using our
own V=110 lines back to our rear Command Post and from there on into
Corps on their circuit.

At a vneoint about twenty miles north of Rome the wire shorte
age developed and the pace of advancé increased. It was decided
to lay only one circuit forward along Highway #1. At this time two
rogiments were advancing in column shead of the Divisiocn Command
Post gnd the other itwo vr ¢ located near Division, The two leading
regiments were tee-spliced onto the single trunk and the two nearby
regiments were laid to by a Division wire team. At 0600 hours
one morning we were told thet the Command Post would move fifteen
miles that morning. By having aggressively pushed our wirehead fore
ward along vwith the TD and tark units we had twenty-six miles of
W=1l1l0 1la2id ahead of us. as it developed the Command Post that day
moved forty-one miles and right into CIVITAVECCHIA., Communication
was maintained during this entire day between Corps, Division Command
Post, four infantry reziments and the advance Division Command Post.
Prior to moving into CIVITAVECCHIA the advance Division Command Post
was twentyesix miles from the main Command Post. An EE-89 repeater-
was installed on this circuit and it talked well, The Deputy Corps
Commander talked cover this twenty-six mile Division cireuit back to
our main Command Post then through Corps circuits to the Corps Com-
mander and reported the Division's capture of CIVITAVECCHIA., After
that the advance group moved into town completing a forty-one mile
move for the day, actually the time involved was from 0700 hours in
the morning until about 1500 hours in the afternoon - eight hours,
"hile the town was being cleared the Division wire team completed
the last fifteen miles and when the Commanding Gencral arrived an
EE-8 telephone was waiting for him and communicatien was still in
to all four ragiments,

In constructing this circuit each regimental tecam had a 1/4
ton and 3/4 ton vchicle. These were used to make the tie-ins. Tho
actual forty-one mile circuit was laid by four 1/4 ton pecps from
the signal company group. The highway was divided .into twelve mile
scctions and each peep assigned three miles. The Division wire

officer and his assistant ccordinated the joining of the circults

and the tyingein of *he rigiments. A wire dump of twenty-five to
fifty miles was kept as rear to the wirchead as possible, The lincs
were vell dressed as laid and very little trouble developed. ‘
Trouble shooters were stationed at test points along the line as well
as at both ends., This enabled them to reach any trouble in a mini-
mun of time. The Division wire officer kept his reconnaissance as
far forward as possible so that he would be personally informed of
movement, by-passcs or anything that might alter the wire plan. .

From CECINA through LEGHORN and up to PISA the Division had
five infantry regiments, t wo tank and two tank destroyer bﬂttgllons,
One tryups was installed and maintaoined to cach of these units in
addition to artillery and service unit communications. During this
period wire supply bocame critical ~nd recovery waos required,
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During duly the signal company recovered 897 miles of W-110,
The artillery recovered an additional 300 miles.".

First Lieutenant JOHN BONFORTE, 34th Signal Company.

"In taking over lines from other units they should be re=-
dressed, properly tagged, bad sections or W-130 replaced, re~
routed away from target of traffic areas.

Wire construction along roads has proved highly satisfactory
by comparison to an attempt to lay it cross country, It is ine
stalled and maintained much more rapidly."

Captein WILLIIYM D, TASKE, 133rd Infantry,

"Issur of maps to kery vire non-coms and keeping them oriented
on the situation helped wvery much, All wire personnel report
Command Post changes or locations as rapidly as learned., Recon-
naissance must alvays be made well shead of wire laying,"

First Lieutenant JOEN EONFCORTE, 34th Signal Company.

"By using the same personnsl to maintain a line that has origin-
ally instelled 1t, the initial work was better inasmuch as the men
knew it would directly afiect the amount of work that would follow,
Using tha ssme men for a considerabls length of time to maintain
a grour of circuits resulted in their becoming very familiar with
every wea''ness and litely trouble point., Thus they could casily
locste triuble that did develop end they made improvements each
time a2 case of troutle apresred. After a few days the circuit
would tecome trovble fres,! ' ‘

Captain LLOYD W. REISER, 24tk Division Artillery.

"Artillery wnits used vory little W-130 except for forward
observers, Glose cooperation between Division Artillery and signal
company helped reduce the number of circuits and kept all units
better tied-in., Whers a %os% point is installed by one unit all

inms running past that point up to the capacity of terminal strips
should be cut in, Artillery made wide use of simplex talking
circuits Zfor FDC and thus eliminsted much wire laying, "

Coptein VAITIR ¥, BROJES, 168th Infantry,
"Infartry regiments pre’crred to use W-110 as much as possible
and laid W-17C only as a lest resort. When they moved up on =130
lines *her replaced them with =110 as soon =s possible.
It is not at all practical for infantry wnits to recover
vire, The personnsl reguired to install and maintain their wire
system is far greiter than the number allotted on present T/Ols,"
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First Licutenant RALPH H, HARADEN, 3/th Signal Company.

"Tke use of switching centrals often saves communication
from a complete failure., Most Staff officers do not ynderstand
the necessity for or reason behind the use of these switches,
Those officors become quite disgusted when two or three boards
are in the:circuit., FHouever, there are times when all subordinate
units can be tied into a forward board and if only a single line
remains in to the szdvence switch all wnits can be contacted. Tt
saves greatly on wire construction and facilitates trouble shoote
ing, testing and maintenance to'a bigh degree. It further allows
certain clements to be kept in the wire system that couldn't
possibly be kept in othorwise,®

‘Technician Sergeant RALPE J., OLSON, 34th Signal Company,

"Ropenters EE-39 wers often loaned to artillery for use on long
circuits., Repeaters were kept in roadiness at all major switche
boards and werc plugged into the circuit to boost calls from dis-

tant points. ! '
First Licutenant RALPH H. HARADEN, 34th Signal Company,

"lonitoring of circuits rovealed a tremendous level of un-
rzeesgary calls and 1dls chietier, It is recommended that an officer
monitor pericilcaily and cortrol ccnversations of this type by his
action or the action of Lis cormander,"

Technicion Pifth Grade ASEIR GORECHT, 133rd Infantry.

e found in the mountain acticn before CASSINO, in the
RAPIDO River crossings, in the LANUVIC action, and at MT. MAGGICRE
that the prossnt battelicn switekboard, BD 71 is unsuitable for
battalion fighting movemert, It is most cumbersome, and sasily
damaged, It connot be nsed to any good advantage in the moun~
tains, Ve have found the German switchbeard to be exceptionally
Woll-suited for action, it being far simpler and lighter, one~fifth
as heavy, than ours." '

First Sergeant CHAFLES V., BEEKMAN, 133rd Infantry,

"Frcoo antperience in carrying the SCR-300 radio I have found
thaet the Lurness which supports the set while carrying on the back
allows the sharp under edgs of the case to dig into the back of the
operater. TIn order to kcep the set from shifting and throwing the
operater off balance the carrying straps must be made very tight,
My company has remedied those faults by mounting the set on a packe
board and sccuring it by ropes, The weight of the set is carried
on the shoulders ag before but the canvas on the inside of the
board distributes the lo~d to the back arnd the balance of the
operateor is more easily maintained, This is especially important
in mountainous torrain,t '
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First Lieutenant JACK T, PARLISH, 133rd Infartry.

"Thile we wore operating in the mountains nortk of SAN LICE
e had to suprly the troops by prcr-miie train. The men returning
to their companies, as well as runncrs and litter bearers, usually
followed the telepione wire and pulied the wire into tho troil.
The mule trains following cut the vire to ribbens, Tha best method
we found to remedy this -1us to put the wire as high as possible
and string marker tape in places where g person could get off the
trail."
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CHAFTER VI - SUPPLY

Staff Sergeant LEWIS E. McKENZIE, 135th Infantry.
Staff Sergcent JAMES R. GAVESKE, 135th Infantry.

"On the first erossing of the VOLTTRNO River we came up after
dark to the regimental CP and found there was no way to cross the
river by truck, but rations, water and ammunition had to get
across, First we tried a peep to carry a cable over, but the
peep went down stream,

The next thing we tried was a 2% ton 6x6 cargo truck by its
wineh, It worked OK so we loaded a peep and supplies on and then
dragged it across. Ve kept that up until we had four peeps across
to haul the supplies out to the companies which were about o mile
avaye. Ve moved all of the rations and ammunition that night by .
the same process., "e also took all of the casualties back across,'

Rations., BEvery effort should be made to augmemt the 'CY or 'K!
ration whlch must of necessity be fed to the front line soldier., The !C! or 'K'
type ration is an emergency ration and is not designed to feed troops over
long periods of time, During January and February 1944 the 3rd Battalion, 135th
Infantry established an improvised field bakery in the kitchen bivovac arca and
made doughnuts, fruit turnovers, cnkes and cookies, and in addition modec sand=-
wiches of jellies and jams and fresh meat vhen it was obtainable, and made spreﬁds
for sandwiches from canned meat, These wore packed into ration boxes, ammni-
tion boxes and sent up to the troops by pack mulc., This aided greatly in re-
ducing the monotony of the ration, ndded the necessary calories in thc diet
which was doficient in the 'C! or 'X!' ration, This food being morc palatable
the troops ate more of it and their morale and physical condition was much
“batter than that of troops which were fed a steady diet of emergency rations,

Staff Sergeant JOHN DIAVASTES, 133rd Infantry.,

"hile troops are on the line, kitchens should be able to drow
materials to make pastry such as doughnuts, cookies, coks, cte.,
to go with the men's 'K'or 'C' rations, whatever it may be. It
builds up their morale and tells them that their kitchen crew is
thinking of them and not sitting on their beds."

Technieian Fourth Grade ALEX G. BLACK, 133rd Infantry.

A better ration should be given the fighting men vwhen they
.are able to get a hot meal instead of the usual hash or stew menus.
Pork and gravey or beef and gravey takes no more time to prepare
and is much better."

Staff Sergeant DELBERT F, LEET, 123rd Infantry.

"When bringing ratio-s up to the company always be sure not
to bring fire down upon “he area, or vieinity of the company, by:
pulling in toofast with the vehicles. Alvays plck a secluded spot
where the cnemy cannot obscrve your movement,'
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Lieutenant Colonel IVAN G, "ALZ, Headquarters 34th Infantry
ivi~ion,

"Roserve rations - At present the divigion is using the fol-
lowing plon whish is satisfactory.

1. Eech kitchen carries one day's reserve of hard ration,
elther '0¢; YK' or in some uwaits 10-1, and the Division quarter=
master meintains a 'escrve of one day boxes ration for the entire
divisinn.

Ge The rzserve 'C' cr 'K! ratiorn carried in the infantry
kitchens eliminated confusioa in case the unit is ordered into combat
after a 'B' ration bas boon issned to the companies for the nex
deyls consumption ov the teloprm has gone in for the B! ration,

In such cases the unit uses its reserve ration and puts the non-
peri~hable portis: <f the "B ration in rescrve. When the unit is
again out of combat the zorpaniec are sblc to serve a 'B'Y ration
even il the unit has drem a rormal issue of hard raticn,

b. The recerve ration is also to be used in emergency
1f for any reason tlie unit is unable to Araw their daily ration,

c, 4t times when thers is a known possibility of units not
being. able to draw raticns for a day or two days, the rescrve is in-
creased in the unit to cover the anticipated period,!

S
s
.

T

Privatas First .lass WILLIAL E, WOODROY, 135th Infantry.

"The infantry soldier vhen going on an attack, usually sarries
either 'C!' rations or 'K' rations, nnd sometimes a combination of
the two. As for the 'C!' units all I can say is experiment on dif-
fercnt methods of carrying them, I've found that three units fit
nicely in a combat pack, 4s for the 'K!' rotion, I suggest you open
the hoxes and break the contents dowr, There may be things en=-
closed vou won't eat so why carry them., The wax box will hect
a cup of coffee nicely, A 'D' bar is slways a good thing to carry
in case of an emergency. Carry your rations in the most convenient
place, They can cause a lot of grief during a long march if not
packed 1ell."

Clothing and Bcuipwent.,

Lieutenant Colonel IVAN G. VALZ, Headquarters 34th Inféntry
Division,

"During the Italinn campaicn the carrying of barracks bags
for mersonnel hes proven impractical, especianlly for combat in-
fantry pcersonncl, The lack of transportation to transport the bare
racks bag makees it necezsary to stcre them, under guard until such
time as the unit is not in combat, and then send transportation
back to them., By ‘this time the distance ©o the place of storage
is cxcocedingly great., This denies the individual the use of any
clothing or personal equipment that he may need during combat
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which may be for periods of two to threc months., In addition to
this disadvantage *he ghored barracks tags conbain large amowrts
of ciothing whick could be used by higher echelons for replacoment
or for the operntion of clothing exchange units,

This divisvon discontiaued the use of brrrocks bags in all
excopt ﬂﬁ;u.;ﬁri elements, in Octuber 1743 and has operated without
them satisfncy vily ever sinse through the uss of army steriliza-
tlon, bath and ;iu%iing exchongs units, and a system of clo*hirg
exchange opevabe? by the division quartermaster boih in conjunce
tion with the division shcuwcrs and on direst exchange with units,
This systom relieves o siruin on the already overtaxed transporta=
tion within the divisior.

O sveriilzabiorn, bath and clothing e%:hasge units have proven
a great morale boosise =nd a greatb help in the supply and mainten-
ance of individnal wAetling. These units were firat used by-the 34th
Infantry Division at PiE “lﬂjth DALIFE 4a Dacamber 1943 after
an extended wo.od of 70 ar 2 combat, AL thet tine the facile
ities offered by the unit co ns¢sted of bath, towel, a completu
change of uniform frow the skin out, underwear, socks, woolen
unifere, ficld iacket, 1f needed, shocs and legglﬂs, 1f needed,

The unit acecmmodated from 1730 to 20C0 men a doy. If QM steril=
ization, batl, nd clothing exchange units are maintained as close
a8 possible, morwally freom O o 10 miles bshind the front lines,
it eliminates the necess.v7 of the soldisr carryl.g any extra
clothing except perb-ps = chongc of underwear and socks, as when
a unit or part of a unit s in & réserve position and has an op~
portmity to clean up, that wnil can be taken to the S & B unit
and given a hot sno\>“ ant cloan clothes and is better fit to go
back into corbal, in o slorfer time, than would. be possible if
unit had to re-equip through normal supply channels,®

le ].J‘

Corporal ROLAND DAVSON, 135tk Infantry.

"There is one particular item which is never mentioned back
home and is never issued in sufficieat quantity.

I am spec’ing of the swall gasoliine stove vhich anybody who
spent a winter irn the hills of maly vill tell you are a very
definite improvemant to 1life which, at best, is ahsolutely no
good, "

Lieutenant Colonel JOE L. BOURMNE, 168th Infantry,

"Bxperience in combat to date would indicate that the In-
trenc;'rg Set, Infantry #1, Is excessive to our nseds except
vhen the battalion has to prupare 2 defensive position, Our ox-
perience to datc has indicoted that the transportation allotted
for this purposs can be pub to a better use and service to the
bottalion by helping out with the armunition 13 addition to car-
rying th. normal eguipment neaded for the 4 & 2 platocn, The set
should be carried witnh regiment or an arrangemeut vorked out vherce
by battalion could drav a part of this set should eircumstances
irdicate a defen51vo vosition.™
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Stoff Sergeant CARL C. RODDY, 135th Infantry.

Mlove 1 rngul1’ izsue of socks and underwear at lenst once
a vesk for the troeps whon they are on the line."

St+ff Sergeant RUSSELL E. SATHDERS, 133rd Infantry,

"Dispose of the blanket roll in the daytime and let the kitchen
force bring thor up a’c,nigh“L The blanket is too bundlesome und
trovides o larger target, The roll hinders movement going down

werroy troils and throvgh bashus.“

Lizutenant Colonel JOE L. BOURIE, 167th Infantry,

“lrosint T T om barookn men vith a rifle, It is believed
th~t a pistol for thp brzocd Mon is much morce desirsble, VFe have
5

2en pictols to carry frem time to time,
ig that it is a litble too cumbersomé
is nlse carrying the bagooka, and, cs=

.ctually pivwon the
OthCu.z. i of the

C.)

3

be ¢aridad By 2 mnn wh
30111“V'So vhen you consider that the bazocka man has o little
Terent ammmition problen from the ordinary rifleman,”

3ok ‘-7 o]
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Stoff Sergewt D0Y VENIKE, 1237d Infantry.

"Zhe artieicer or supplv sergennt should stay with the come
Py OF o 1isi itoms dosirod for the next ovening®s distribution,
Thoee iters come forward from +he kitchen area with the following

avg rod Fatlone azd supplics for- detached platoons should
o, t he r.tion tean of the company to which they are ate
rad, 1n s hes 'bean our standard operating procedure since we
irst arrived in Italy."

ot

Zrorsnoriotion,

Cantain JAMED G, JC‘“S, cR,, Headguarters 34th Infantry Division,

“’acA mile trains - b;rzt@ the fighiting in Italy it has fre=
wentiy becoms necessary %o suntly by pack rule, The 34th Dive
ision has had vericd cxporiones with mules, using both organic
cnc atiached pack mule trains. In November 1943, it first became
necessary to use mulse bub there were none available from higher
echelons and we vere forced to rpqtisﬁtinn such nimals as could be
found from ovvi11‘*~ and C";ﬁbl@p prov1s ional pack trains within
tho undts, < of organic personnel which were

t hraining of esndnel bandlers, transe
xp;;mﬁ, ~Uc con ller blu superv1smon,

reeled elsev:
porbation of walng
the personrs! ;
irfertry divieion.

In Janusrr 1944 1

LTOL* n pack mulv g;ouos nere attached
to the divisien, : naell t*a“ned, well officered but at-
firet poorly equivpe 115 mas later remedied), Due to dif-
Tercnce in larguages, customg, and temperament, there was consider=

vy
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able trouble at first in handling and use of the foreign pack
trains. Experience has shown that these Italian or other foreign
pack tirains can render valuable service if handled properly and in
turn can be a lot of trouble if not, The following System is used
in the 34th Division.

1. - Upon attachment of a pack train, an offlcer is sent to
the train as liaison and if it is a foreign organlzatlon an inter=
preter is sent with him. All dealings between units and pack train
commanders are transacted through this liaison officer.

2+ These pack mule trains are commanded by competent officers
and non-commissioned officers and are organized as any other unit
into sub-divisions of squads, sections, etc. and work best when
operatinrg under their own commanders, Orders and instructions,
therefore are given to the commarder of the detail and not to ind=
ividvals, Unsatisfactory rcsults have occurred in almost every
instance where units attempted to take command of the mule leaders
individually and not go through the commander as would be the case
of a normally attached American unit,-

3. Any generous act on the part of units using attached for-
cign pack trains, such as giving surplus candy and cigaretites to
the train, pays dividends,

4e The pack train commander should be informed of the tacte
ical situation, just as any other attached unit, to enable him to
intelligently plan kis opcrations,.®

Sergeant ALEZTT [L7CIOIA, 133rd Infantry.

"In tke past we have becn marking and breaking trails, hours
before the ration train leaves the ration dump. This is a very
good idea, and should be used in the future."

Lleutenant Colonel IVAN G WALZ, Headquarters 34th Infantry
Division,

%It has frequently happened that tactical pldns' are adopted
which require motorization of units from organic division trans=-
portation beyond the ability of the division to support. In each
gsuch instance the following reactions occurred,

l. Ratlon and wator supply were insuffictent. .
e 2. Gasoline supply became critical., -
% 3« Drivers were overvworked and unduly fetiguved, and ine
efficient vhen relessed to normal functions,
e “Vehicls maintenance deteriorated, For any except short

definite moves of not to excecd one regiment, vehicles for motor-

ization should be furnished from sources outside the division,"
Ecrwggd Dummsg.

Licutenant Coloncl IVAN G. WALZ, Hoa'quarters 34th Infantry Div-
ision, S oo :

"During the campaicn duc to terrain and traffic difficulties it
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became necessary for the division supply services to estoblish
form-rd du~p° Thc aost frequent of these werc Class I and IIT
tiruskioads established by tha qualte-n¢utora When road nets bo-
came congested and bridges ond fords were uncertain these brucke-
heads vere esta®lisned in areas vhizh, though in advance of safe
locations of wormal supply 1ns*wl*nulono, relieved congestion on
roads and Insvred the smooth flow of svppllies in case of bridges
and for: - breoning Impaesitio, which did cscur,

Experierce has proven however the inadvisability of attempte
inrg to place division durps too far forward, An instance is given
a8 oxamplo.

1. Durirg the attacl: on C4SSINO in Jamvary 1944 a forward
quartermaster durp vns ertadliisted at M. VILLA, was intended to
bo a reserve dump across the KATPIDD River, Th‘s dump was within
long range mortar o nebelwerfar fire, Ths enemy covered this
dump by fire whenever auy ~:iivity took place in the vieinity
of the dump thu: deaying

.t3 vse as a supply point. The officer
in charge and three men wore kiiled by enemy fire, The dump
w~s abandoned.,

22 It has beoan found thol vwhen reszrve dunps mist be estabe
lished for any reascn in forvard aveas it is advisable for uwnit to
build up small forward dumps eitker by regiment or battalion,®

AtmliiJIOLg

Captain HAROLD W, RODEIGA AYER, 133rd Infantry.

"From the stardpeint of proccdurs in svfﬁ7ying amminition to
units of an infantry regiment those principles set forth in Par,
2L ¥l 7-30, scervice company and mod;cal detachmont, are basioaliy
souna. Hovever, amr procedure in the supply of Class V items rnust
be fl-xible.

In the early stages of the campaign in Italy the 133rd In-
fantry coabat team had the mission of pursuing and maintaining
contact with the enemy in a fladiing maneuver,

During this phase, expenditures of ammunition were very
light a0 two 21 ton éxb trucks leaded with the amounte gnd types
of ammunition prescribed were released to ba ttalion contol,

During tne fOLJOW“Pg rhases of the campaign ail six of the

7 ton service company trucks vere rebtained under regimental cone
’o:eoj.e The reg.mental munitions officer porsonstlv suoerviSed the
movenent and bivouacing of, as well as the loadirg and loads to
be carried. He was aseizted by the munitions scrgeant, the ser-
ate, (the private being an undere
study for possibic replacemcni of oither sergeant), The warrant
officer, muaici ne and ordnance, ard the wruck driver with the
3/4 ton eapons carrier us ually atayed at thoe service company
kitchea avea and handled all ordnqnce items for repair, replace=-
ment or salvage. He was agsisted by a techanical sergeant, small
arms expart, well qualified to make major repairs on all small
arms, This technical sergeant was in excess of the table of

geant truck-mastor and one pri
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organizatibn, but proved excesdingly veluable to the roegiment in
‘tht weapons Leeding repas* vere quickiy returned to combat units
becouse evacua ion to higher echelons for repair vas Ollmlﬂ“t ¢ by
an ostimated 905,

Lyeaticn ¢f dumps. Upon chu?iﬁv ombau, all vehicles c~rr10d
basic loais, Crgaaizatlonnl vehicles 4 ton nruck, + ton trailers
and prins movers, accompanied ths trlops as far orwqrd as possible, .

Teveriing to battallen sontrol as soon as weapons dnd hand=carried
amdunltion are taken Torvard by hand,

At this tine the battaiion motor pool becomss the locition
cf the battalion ammmition duwip. Loads of ammunition are cons
solidated and emphty vehicles with trailers are roturned to the
regimental dvwo for refilil to basic load and return. to batialion
pool, Thus the battalion is assured a reserve of ammunition vhich
is adequate, mobile ard ~lvays well forvuard. This motof'nool and
ammuniiion dum is-controlled by *the battalion transportation officer,
assisted by persommel from the & & P platcon of bst talion hende
quarters compazy. - ‘

The regimental ammunition train, or dump (mobile) in this
regimont is elunys loeated well fonword initially, gonerally near
the rear CP wvhere tetophi-ue comnuaieation ig aVﬁ'laole,

During the battle near ALTYE vhen the VCIITURNO River formed
a natiral barrier, vhe roglmeniol amntnition train wos moved across
th2 river as soon as a bridge was in, At this time the forvard
clements ¢ the roegimont vere appreximately 1500 srards west of
ALIFE ond the ammuniiion train moved into a grove of trees about
500 yards cast and 70U ynrds south of ALIFE and near a good rood,
This assvred a rescrve of ammuition in event the bridge tias knocked
oute ‘

Generally speaking the ammunition dump of this regiment is
leented frem two to ten miles behind the troops; moving forward
o8 often as mas be required, ' ' '

In static situations such as the tattle of CASSINO, the rogi-
mental dump shoull be established well forward and 2ll 2% ten trucks
unloaded and sent back to the service company area under the control |
of the transportation sergeart,

During the night prior to the ascault on the RADIDO River, we
rioved the regimental ammmition train to a po*nu about 600 yards
south of SAN MICEELLL and unloaded it, making o ground dump. The
trucks returned to the scrvice cempany bivouac area which was in the
vicinity of SAN VINTORE., Stocks were built up the follorning nights
and maintained at the following: 130,000 to 200,000 rounds caliber
«30 machine gunj; 75,000 rounds &-round clip; 35,000 rounds carbine;
25,000 rouads caliber .45 1,500 rounds 60mm mortar; 1,500 rounds

¢ 2,000 roundis 8imn mortar 1ight; 600 rovnds 8imm- mortar smoke;
1,000 rounds hand grensde 1rwgnen4ation, 500 rounds hand grenade
offensive; 150 smoge pots W.P,3 300 rounds hend grenade smoke W.P.s
200 Iounds hand grerade vcl]nw, 200 rounds signal air crnft, ach '
cclory 500 rifie grenads FE AT I1-9A23; 300 rounds vocket HE AT Ik
A-2, Th1 stockage nroved adeguate to supply this regiment by bat—
talions establishing forvuard dumps and to assist other regiments
in supplying thelr units ot times when their trains were
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dcoleted or unable to get for”avd
Different types of zt"unltlon will be used wkllc in d“ffnrent

terrain, In rolling ecoun’rr more moritar will be used while in
nountainons terrhin most cxoonditures will be small arms and
grenades, Likevise fighting in towns and cities will require
noro grensdes and caliber ,45 and €L norter HE heavy than fighte
ing in open country.

This regimert carries the TBa pmuscrlbxd load with tha weapons.
On the rogimentel train, the six, 2% ton serviece company 6xé,

Following is the load carricd: o
Yurber of Rounds

Cal, .30 carbine 33,000
Gal. .30 Ball 8 rd clip 61,824
Cal, .30 Ball 5 rd clip 30,000
Cal, «30 ¥rchine Gun 72,000
Cal., 450 llnchine Gun : 1,325
Cal. W45 | 10,000
60 MM HE . 972
81 MM EE light 900
€1 M FE heavy , 150
&1 T EE smoke ‘ 150
Grenade, hand of*en31vo w/fuse 250
Grenade, hand frogmentetion 750
Grenade, rifle HE AT 300
Rocket, "HE 4T M6A2 200

Signal Air Graft, 220 rds each color, red, greer and white,

This lond hnas proved adequste at all timgs and in:over 300
days of actual cormbat the troops of this regirent have never begon

out of ammunition of any trpe.
It is recommendnd *L- the 2% tor ammunition vehicles be

retained under regimental comtrol at all times, This simplifics
the supnly of all Class V items by moking all six leads centrally
located and available for issue to any one or two brtianlirns,

" Regimental control also makes more trucks cvailable for use in re=
supplying the regimental dup.” '
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CEHAPTER VIT - INTELLIGEICE

1, Experience has shown thot not only muet the intelligence and operations
officers work in close coopseration, but they must work at the same desk for best
results, This applies to division, regimental ~nd hattalion staffs,

a. DWW _Interrosation. - Much has heen leurned in the employment of ine
terrogators and by the interrogation personnel in the performance of their
job, In this division it has been recognized that the closest cooperation must
exist between the combat elements for whom information is obtained and the
interrogators obtaining that information, To be of the must value the inter-
rogator must at all times be well inforued as to the tactical situation and
have a good knowledge of future plans. He must be able to secure information
as sreedily as possible and sece that it is promptly disseminated, The sooner
the PW gets back to the interrogator thé faster information can be gotten and
disseminated, This is considéred so important that lectures on this subject
to all troops in this division are included in every training program,

First Lieutenant HANS G. TAPPER, Headquarters 34th Infanmtry
Division. . A

"While fightinrg on Eill 593 northwest of CASSINO, our troops
were colmterattacked by a company in the sarly morning, This
counteratiack was beaten back and only one PV was taken, a first
lieutenant, who was leading the attack., It was evident that he
was suffering from shock. He was rushed back to the regimental -
interrogator and was interrogated about 30 miputes after being
captured, still under shock., It is important to note that he was
given no chance to relax, drirk, eat or relieve himse’f, but was
forced to keep on the go untii he got to the interrogator, The
interrogator, rscognizing the condition the prisoner was under,
did rot waste much +time with him, but asked him some direct ques-
tions which were answered promptly. The priscner stated that the
company making this counterattack was a new unit in this sector

\/// which had been slated to be committed against the ANZIO Beachhead,
. but suddenly was ordered to come south to the aid of the 44th '
' Division which was receiving a heavy beating., In fact a new bat- |

talion was thus ideatified, the II Battalion, 36lst IR of the 90th
light division, a motorized unit. We were able to learn from him
that another company of his battalion was going to make another
counterzttack the same eveniig, should his fail, also that the I
Battalion, 361lst IR was on its way down. He was finally evacuated
to the division eage. By then shock had mostly worn off and he was
on his way to regaining the station becoming a proud and stubbern
member of the master race, Had thiis officer been given a chance
to recover from his shock prior to being interrogated, it no doubt
rwould have taken much time to extract the information received
and we would have been ur.ble to obtain a good portion of it.
Initially, interrogation was performed by a 6é-man team at
divisional and corps level, However, much valuable time was lost




as s had to be evacusted to division before being interrogated.
Tt was also _ound that in this set-up much detailed information of

tactical value +o rvogimcnt and lower units wes nod exploited, An
*ntvrrpbwiﬁr working for orz regiment only, can certainly do a more
cetailed ard accurate jcb cn the tactical situation in his regi-
mental cector than a division interrogator who handles Pi's from 3

ra 21*“ﬁt8 dnd sometimes 2ven 5 roﬂﬂments, In our present set-up

we have 1 officer with 2 non-commissioned officers interrogating
foh S ritent end 1 or 2 officers with 2 non-commissioned officers
at the division cage, The interropgator at regiment works strictly

feor kis GO aﬁﬂ is dircetlr resporsible to S-2, The interrogator
et divieion is uncer G-2 ord workg on all information of interest
at this level., There will be some duplications and overlap, but it
hed beor found that this bappens rather seldom, and if it does a
double~checic never hurts, The information obtained at regiment
will lmmedistely be dissominated, first to the battalion who cap-
tured the particnlar FW, then to the other battalions and to div-
ision. Tauclly by the time the P7's get to division the interro-
getor =t ‘lvision hos been informed of the information gotten at
rogiment which will give him en idsa of what else that particular
P¥ can know. This systom works out vbry well as long as S-2's,
S=3tg, G-2, G=3 and the irtsrrogators at regiment and division work
clozely togexrer; Ths civision interrogator should make it a habit
to be at the division CP ot least onec a day and preferably more
often,

thile in the beglaring most interrogators worked with maps
we now in this davisicn vork vith all scrts of photos whenever-
feasible, It is mach easicr to corient a FW on a photo especially
on an oblicue. Close coomerstion between the eir photo interpreter
ood the P 1ftervu) tor 113 vroven of much value, When we do get
somethirg ur .-l we often huve a vhoto interpreter present during
1nterrogatlon vho, arned with the latest sortie flown, which. usvally
is less tiicn o day old, checks the informstfion obtained immediately.
Hany profitable targets for the artlllery and the air corps have
been obtained in that manner,

At CASSINO our photo isterpreter found an unidentifiasble
object on the south siope of lNoraswery Hill, Interrogation of
various priscners fr m this seutor finally identified it as a very
vell~caroutlaged S gﬂr vkick wes rot firing but being kept ready.
“re battalioa CO, II Bn, 122z IR vho was very security conscious
exauined cre rhoho r*““é 5 buteh we showed him just 5 little too
long, There vas only one hoise on this oblique which we had sus-
pected «s hix CP, This of covrse confirmed our suspicion, When
we finnily confromted hin lub all the information we had of his
positiors and his regircnt, e wes so surpvised that he made some
correcsions and also gave us kis battalionts boundary ml ich we
didnit Yoo, L .

Cn'”::tﬁar occogiu. ¢ Tz2serter who was unable to orient hime
sclf on o map finally vired a familiar locking tree on air
photog and was able : +0 lead us to his company's strong-
voiat, shop us a miw . front of it and the ditch their
p<TTClo used to got t.is mine field, and various other
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installstions. Te have often been amazed hew much of the informaoe
vion gotten from PW's nnd air photos checked. A comparison of the
Mi& on the ANZIU Beachhead as gotten frar photos with the one ob~
tained from PW's showed hardly any variation,

Ancther person with whom closest liaison should be maintained
is the Order of Buttle man at division., Most of his information
comes from irc.rrogation of PW's, ot the same time he will supply
the interrogator with much of the information he needs in order to
interrogate, It is the interrogator's job to supply these missing
links for the O/B's picture and he can only do that if hé knows
vhat is missing., Captured documents, too, are used to great ad-
vantage for this purpose. In fact so much information has been
obtained from documents that all wnits are reminded at every op=
portunity to turn in immediately every piece of paper found, Many
German gun positions have been neutralized due to some seemingly
obscure piece of paper found on a dead German or in an abandoned
CP, Unfortunately, we are still having occasional trouble with
souvenir hunters keejing cnemy diaries and overlays, '

Interrogation technique could only be improved by actual
practice and much was learned in this respect, especially after -
ve got a clear picturc of what information S-2, and G-2 are after,
and just vhere and how we fit into the picture, Ve found that it
very often works out better if 2 interrogators work on one FW at -
the same time. The main ~dvantoge being that it keeps the FW on
the Lop, not giving him too much time to think, and also 2 inter-
rogators can.think of more than one., On the other hand we. found
that it often works out very well to interrogate 2 or more men from
onc company at the same time. At SAN VITTCRE one of our patrols
brought in 4 PW's and, while their stories checked, every one of them
gave us different locations, We finally got all 4 of: them together .
and by letting them argue among themselves obtained the correct o
information, which was later confirmed. On another occasion 2 PW's-
from the 7th Company, 211th PGR were brought in togethor, Since
both had Polish names we tcok them on together. I turned out that
ore was a Polish Fole, hating the Germans and was forced to fight,
while the otix  concidered himself German and was an srdent Nazi,
Our fears th-t the Nazi would sncil our willing PW proved unneces=
sary as the two wanted to show each other up and tried to out-do
cach other on the aumcunt ard exactness of information they had,

Only trained interrogaiers shouid be permitted to interrogate
PW's, In one instance a PV, being interrogaled at a battalion CP
by a German-spealing soldier, said that he heard the Germens were
oxpecting our stigek any time. The svidier, knowing German, but
not being Jrmiliar witn mililery expresalous, reported that the
Germans were going to atiack, BSince our itroops actually planned
an attack (it was then gbout H-Hour minus 6) it was called off, ~
Wken the PY rsached rezimont the interrogator detected the mistake
and aftor higher headqu-~riers were notified, plans for our attack
ere resuncd. Mucsh valneble time and effort could have been saved,
had thls PW been immedistely evacuated, as directed, On another
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ocension, a Pl's pavhook was examined and the P77 was reported as
belonging to a division yhich at the Lime was supposed to be in
RUSSETA, Tais nev identificution lisd evarrbodv up to corps and higher
hoodquart. s 100 exnited, il the regimentsl inberrogator found

out thab ©uls nan nod bewonwed to this unit, but was nou in the

955th IR vwhich bad becn fac nz us in vhat pariicular sector.™

-

b, Photo In 5228 learrned in rhoto intelligence
embrace, “for the DUrTose ¢ the trials and errors directly af=-
fecting interpretatioa in a. inis¢cn" It ie felb thnt suificient work has been
done to permit recommendaticns -~z to most neaful emnloyment of personnel and of

aerial photos,

Lloutanant Colonel PULﬁnx h., DIS MARAIS, Haadquarters 34th Infantry
Div15¢on, ‘ ' :

Vﬁeriﬂl photns were not extenaively used by this division until
the Italian camraign, dus to a scarcity of wrained ground force in-
ter*retor»@ udicrnreuw"s wers, during *ﬁo'bevirning of the cam=
pa’gn, af5’guad to divisions, ard at a loter date, by this div-
isdien;’ w.ambuer“ b) rﬂu’mpn bs iL an 1,Leh1J vo fuifil the aim of
photo intelligence in pagaing o tha maximum amount of mllltary
infermation in the minimum €. : '

Two officers and two enl ptad men ore rnqulrod ot divisicn head=-
quarters . whose dutles,aru to dhsure aL all tirmes that subcrdinate
units have the “"oper photo coverage at the right time, They provide
such In“erpret~tion anrf studi: S 1 reguired by any divisional unit,
organi. or abtachs d, wao have no such Uersohnol ~ Division 1rt1¢lery
héadquarters requires the servicog sf an officer of superior ability.
hig work will bezcoordinvtpd‘ {th*division hen dquarters and with the
counter-batiery section of c'*ys for confirmation and corrected lo-
cations, Giose liaison bétueen Air OP and photo officer should be
SOP. In this manner many unidentitfied objects on photos may prove
to be targehs of value.

In great demand by the Qitlllerj are 6-inch vertical photos,
blovn ud to a gb3¢e_gl’*,493000 wivh an arbitrary grid, These photos
prove very valuable as firing charts, -

Each infantry reglieas n~° 1 pan of sufficient ability to do re=-

cognition, genoral tozvnva studics, and hancdle photos for the join-

ing of mosaics., 4s to vhether {his man shouid be an officer or a
non~col. iggionsed ¢l ser iz deboinkle. but he oﬂCU¢j be of sufficient
rank so that his {Faoings will be fpSU”pLGd and used,

G-4 has ussd teryain siudies to very good advaninge in deter-
mining ulether his suppiy ~nd evacuntion . will be by truck, mule or
men, PW interrogotors are obtaining accurate information beyond be-
lief by the usz of air phovos, aad in pariticilar, the use of obliques.

The use of air photos, both vertical and obligue, with our own
patrols cannot be overenqhaSLUQd“ AThey providz hoth a goed mediun
for the cucstionirg of the patrol upon its return, and for daylight
potrols to recorc their route and observations while on their mission.

i



Maojor ARTHUR-J. FETERSCN, 34th Division Artillery.

A trained air corps vhoto interpreter was attached to division
artillerv headquarters during the operatiors at.CASSING. This in-
novutiorn aoried cocellently from its inception and definitely troved
the value of having the pboto irterprster in rhysical contact with
thoe reople wio cculd react with mindimum delsy on his interpreta-
tions, Arens mrde suspect by shellrsps were referrad 2t once to

-the pnoto interpreter ani in some cases fire was brought to bear

on the encmy battery befire it bhad consed firing. The inter-
prater woo also of grent valve to ths $-2 in sclecting harassing
missions, locabir, wortars, and in making terrcin studies for
futurs positions.d . '

Eartiscn Control.
Major EAREY C. KAIY, Hendquariters 34th Irfantry Division.

"Dver sirnce the entry of the 34th Division into ROME it beeanme
apparent that the Partisnns were o proble@ to be dealt with if scecur=-
ity and law ans order were to be maintained in divisional arcas.
Very little was knomn of thom ot the tise, Thoy were an overzealous
group, carrying v-rious sorts of arms and without proper handling
might be a menace to our sccurity, cormunic-ticns or supply as well
a8 a source of terror to civiligns. it bescame necessary thercfore
to deal with them ~s such.

On or about 30 Jrne 1944 the Commanding Genoral, 34th Infantry
Divieicn, gttached Accont GECRGE MERRIMAN of tznc 341th Division CIC
as linison wich AMG Section, 34th Division, both to work dircetly
with the Partizans through G-2 and G-1 ard to deal with thcm ns an
individual divisional protlem. The method and plan of procedure was
12id down at a conference betuween G-~2 and G-1. It wus considered
thot this arrangement would help mairtain security within divisional
bovrdnric:, whick was nrturally a CIC function, and would assist in
maintnining law and order nmong *“he civil population, whick wns a
naturnl ANG function. The sinilarity of coverage between AMG and
CIC made this an ideal =rrungnent.

L8 soon as a comrmune S§ boken by our infontry, and in many
cases scparats fractions of commurss, we hold a meeting with all
rermaining officials as well as with professional men and other leadw
ing citizeus of tr: cunpune, Inciuded in this meeting arc the
lecders of the Partisans ard the CLY to whom we express the Command-
ing General's ap,reciaticn for their asgsistance and the hope that
they will conbtinue to nssist us., Vo explain our respesctive fhige
siong, solicit thelr cooperation and take the necessary data ree-
quisite to the proper functloning of botih ANG and CIC, Te explain
th~t the Comaanding Generzl and the Allied Military Government are
responsible for the government of their pecple -t this time and that
the Partisars are to lay down their arms in ordar that peaca may
be restered onec again to their peopls., It is recognized, howecver,
that in g1l ins.ancnas in which we enter a town there are eithér
Germons in the area in hiding or Fascist enemies. Consequenily, we
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nove teken a prretiecal view of the problem and have permitted the
Portiscns, for tacticel and military reasons, to retain their orns
until our CP moves beyond their town. .On 9 July we inspected the
entire roar boundnry of the LIVORNO Province accompanied by thc lea=
der of the Partisans and have found the Partigans in the rear areas
disermed and without insignia, leading fairly normal lives, yet re=
taining their organization which can be called into existence ot o
moment?s notice, However, most of their arms have been teken up and
they do not have nccess to them, We have found, though, thet in
communes closer to our forward CP the Partisans in many instances
retein their ~rms in spite of the proclamation and the notices to
the contrery. This should be no cause for zlarm, since many of
these Prriisans nre called upon for toctical missions with our
combat troops or to make security arrests, Moreover, the armed
Pertiscns nove forwu-rd as tactical troops advance leaving merely a
small skeleton polieing group which lays down its arms when the
Corabinieri are csteblished.
A1d given us by Partisans.can be divided into two phases:

(1) Civilien; (2) ¥Military. Under the civilian phese the Partisans,
it the cooperation of the CLN, maintain an intermal police force,
They mske security errests and report known Fascists and suspects
dangerous to the security of ths division., They send squads behind
our infantry or with our infantry into embattled towns to prepare
the wey for us, In many instances they infiltrate into the towns
under cover of darkness before the infantry arrives, assist the
infantry in their tactical mission, and thereafter maintain inter=
nal order., The Partisans and the CILN maeintain offices in the come
mnes and in each town, for it is a rare occasion when the¢ regular
-officials are present, In Shert, the only government we meet as

- we enter newly fallen communes is the government creasted by the
. Partisans and the CLN, The Committee of Liberation selects the
meyor and supplies us with the essential data, The Partisans
"assist with the evacuastion of civilians from embattled towns; they
disinfest the civilians; they bury the dead; they distribute food
- stores and aid in the rcsettloment of refugees. They assist in
taking care of their own wounded and infirm by establishing and
maintaining emergercy infirmsries. They check on all refugees
within a town for security purposes; they maintain lists of refu=
gees 80 that they may be properly housed, fed, and given medical
attention, Whaile most of their work is not a highly finished type
- which is natural to contemplate in.a well organized group, they
successfully perform the services we ask.

From the military standpoint they have been of recognized ase
sistance to our division. ' The Partisans are selected by us to cone
tact their groups in territorv oceuricd by the Germans and incie
~ dentally to gather positive intelligenee for our division. They
advige the forwerd Partisens to. expect the coming of the Allied
I'ilitary Governmment in thec fubture and they explain our mission so
that thev sra prepared whin ve arrive, . The Partisans have
" gone forward with ouwr tactleal units- as gcoute and guddes- -
and many as irterpreters.  They maintain guerdlla units ip-

‘the mounitains on missicns apart from our own divisionad -
_ : . _ :
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tactical mission, They maintain units for fighting in

towms 2gainst the Germans. In PIOMBIND, for example, it was
estimated by their leaders that as a result of a pltched battle
between the Partisans and the German forces over 150 Germans were
killed. As previously stated, they maintain units for the internal
policing of towns newly taken by our troops and trose already oc-
cupied. Their squads go forward into arcas within our divisional
boundary, combing the territory for hidden Germans and wanted
Fascists, We have found the Partisans of GUARDISTALLO, in VADA and
in RESIGNANO SOLVAY in search of Germans and Fascists.' They exe-
plained they wers a part of a roving squad, The Partisans are also
used by our tactical units as anti-sniper squads and monping-up
squads, In CIVITAVECCHIA, for example, the Partisans were put into
cur infantry 2quads to ron up remaining German elements. The Parte-
isans besides scouting the countryside constantly, bring to us
enemy  prisoners of war and rocturn escaped Allied prisoners of war.

Limitations on aid to be expected can be outlined as follows:

a. They ar> not highly organized so far as delegation of
power is concerned., Their leaders do most of the work.

b, They are usually poorly clothed.

c. For tactical missions they are inadequately armed and
generally short in ammunition,

d. Their food supply is inadequate to maintain their organ&
ization, TFor example, in VENTURINA their leader explained to us
on 9 July that his organization disbanded not so much for lack of
arms but because they had’ no food source,

- @e The tactical information they bring to us is often

tardy. This may be due to lack of transportation facilities or

communication, The lack of transportation can be said to hinder
the entire organization as it now exists.

fe DMNost leaders of the Partisans and CLN are not accustomed
to municipal administration, and though they are eager to help us '
and their people they grope in confusion.

ge The fact that Germans hold civilians as hostages is
a deterrent to the functioning of the Partisans, For example,

~ in MONTESCIDAIO the Germans massacred 65 civilians, - We saw the

dead and four camerss from G-1 section recorded the scene of the-

‘deads The Paramount News cemeraman JOHH DORED, phetographed the

dead, and war corrcspondents on the scene have a record of the
samo.“u

Psychological Warfare.
Major ARTHUR J. PETERSON, 34th Division Artillery.

"The division was concerned with psychological warefare
through the distribution of propaganda leaflets by light artillery,
British 2-inch mortars, 4ir OP, and patrols, Beginning shortly
after the first crossing of the VOLIURNO hundreds of propaganda-
filled shells were directcd at enemy positions with noticeable re=
sults, A good percentage of Pf's had leaflets in their possession
vhen captured. In addition to direct appeal leaflets, a weckly
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neuspaper, Frontpost, for Gorman soldiers was fircd weekly. The
followirg notes are a 1esnlt of experience gained from firing var-
ious typeq of propazanda shelils:

" Observed fire should be used for firing proraganda
shells if at all possible because variable winds in the target
area make it difficult to predict the area in which leaflets will
fall,

be . If it becomes necessary to fire propaganda shells using
umobserved . fzre, the follov1rg factors, gained from observation
iroeonlot and experimental firing, may be used with a reasonable .
expectation of succeéss and in ary case should be 00n31dered in
praparing initial d=ta for observed fires.

(1) The difrerence in weight between propaganda shell
and rorral shell must be itnken into cor=?deration, This can be done
Ly allowing a difference of one square for each 6/1C pound dif-
ference in weight, Usnually this will work out to be minus 9 or
10 squares for 105mm shell., This appears excessiwe for sccurate.

- shooting but has worked out very satisfactorily in practice, Shells

must be weighed at the filling point for different sized laaflets

and the ‘inforsation given to the unit firing.
(2)  Tnitial data for shell fuzed with -5, fuye may

be comnuted by apflv1ng data for normal time shell for a height of

-burst of 100 vards and using fuze setting from firing tables, Be=

yond time range fuze =54 has been fired on impact with varying
results, generally umsytiefactorily. If the angle of fall is steep
enough leaflets are soncetimes thrown into the air and an area about
50 yards in diameter covered. In one case the leaflets failed to
separate and were thrown out in a single bundle.. The M-67 fuze has
“roved gatisfactory for lomg range firing and it is believed that

a large percentage of propaganda shell packed should be issued

vith =67 fuze, 1.5 sccords added to time of flight will give a
fuze setting that will work for almost all ranges., Care must be

usad in setting =67 fuzs to insure good results,

Qrder of Battle.
Sargeant DAVID J JOLmu, He dquarters 34th Infantvy DlVlSlon-

tle s czal"gu‘,,endq all hig: worklng fﬂme legrn-
ing ab:“+ +h3 enemy,'but in tre 24tk Divigion the 'chief lesson
Jesrned by that earnest st; nt concerninv his metlods has been
thd obvious onée - namely, to-focus 33l intelligence sources on hine
uelf snd then to cheek onk.araznst anoth ~'The second most impore

znt losson has been to vealize how noaﬁssa it is, on occa31on,
tﬂ say 'T don't khou'.

At the AVZIO Beachhsad it is cons1dered that the high degree

¥ accu‘acy in the ¢1nal nictuire showedl the soundness of these state-
¢. Starting with the information taken over, from the relieved
divigion every 1fem wrich could amplify ‘our knowledge of.the enemy
on our rrort vas studicd., From the first, the closest contact was
kept with fbv bhoto intorproters. The offices of the two sections
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adjoinod and the personal friendship of the persons concerned was
a great help., A cheerful yell from the photo man 'I've found two
vory hoavy mortars!! would at once stimulate the OB man to answer
(if he could), 'Yeah, I told you the 8th Company of the 956th GR
just moved 1nt0 that area'. If he could not give such an answer,
it ves up to him to f£ind dut, so he went to see his pals in the PW
ntorrOgdtlon teams, who were frequent callers, and briefed then on
the desired inforiation against the time when the infantry cought a
~igoncr from thb sector concerned, Radio intercepbs, agentls re=
owuu, inform tion from patrols and deésertérs were sifted nd, by

sliminetion, the geps in our knowledge were established.
In the course of many conversations with G-3 personnel, missions

vere arranged to find the missing itéms, and it was during these
talks that the phrase 'I don't know' ceme most frequently from the
OB man, Flnally, as the time camc to prepare the plans ‘for the
breakout- from ANZIO, the gaps had been marroved. 'I-don't knov!
had become 'I think so', and the final estlmate of the final, estl—
mate of the situation was published.

Puzzles were nlentiful - chiefly, that furnished by a drunkard
from the 9th PGR, 26.PG Division whose statements, under interroga-
tion, on-ihe movencnt of his wnit placed -a question mark on the map
for weeks, Yat on the strength merely of such'a report. it would
have been highly dangerous to assune as some did, that a Pangzer
divislon hid entored the line,

By good luck, tHe final result obfqlned came very near the
trus picture as shown in captured documents after the attack.  Each
statement or estimate made had some evidence to support it and
cuesses vere plainly stated to be such;

Undoubtedly the most encouragimg feature of the whole. phase
vag that by constant swvapring of information and by frank discus-
sions with all sorts of people, for example, battalion commanders
and petrol leaders, some not intelligence specialists at all, it was

osgible 'to follow-up leads and quite often, to arrlve at the cor=
roct answer,

By contrast with the jig-saw puzzle method, outllnpd above,
at TARQUINIA we had a demonstration of the sudden death method.
Here, the origin was a warning from higher headquarters based on
secret information, that the Zﬂth Luftwaffe Division (a .new arrival)
13 expected to onpose us. ithin a few hours, prisoners:had been

sen from almost every comqpnv in the one regiment which was oper=
~t1ng in our sector and the Order of Battle picture was completed
sclely from PW interrogation roports overnight n




CHAPTER VIII - PERSONNEL

1. The lessons presented in the previous chapters have to do with operations
and technique employed in fighting the war while this finel chapter has %o do
with the individual fighting man and his problems Cue of the omickest lessons
learned by the individual is that continued discomfor it n-t o nOLesSS T
requisite to gain the status of a hWattie-hardened cembat soldier, The advani-
ages of a foather bed in a villa over a pup-tent on the grouwnd are soon recogine-
ized as the soldier learns to prescerve himseii for the period in which hard-
ships are unavoidable, -

2« Replacement Procedure,

Lisutenant Colonel HAROID L, STIPP, Headquarters 3th Infantry
Division,

"Just prior to the start of the offensira to break out of the
ANZIO Beackhead an over-strength of 150 officers and 750 enlisted
nen was assigned to the Division in antiecipation of future lusses,
The purpose was t0 determins vhethor this would facilitate ropid
replacement of battle Losses and to dsternine waetbther cuch » method
of replacement would bec more effecetive ratisr *han receint of small
shipments of green recruits, with the resulting immeclate utiliza-
tion in combat units., The 750 ecnlisted men vere assigned eqguarly to
ecach infantry regiment with instructions that they be placed mainiy
in rifle companies to insure battle innoculation during the Gefcnsive
phasc, and just prior to the opening of the offensive; instruciions
were issued to ench regimental commander to form a replacem:nt coue
pany. These replacement companies consisting of aporoximately 250
nen were withdrawn to regiment rear echelons, to be held in read-
iness for immediate replacement of battle losses, Then bsttls losses
occurred, the reginental ccmmander then drew upon his repnlaccments,
alugrs maintaining the fishiting strongth of his regiment at or very
ncar the authorized table of organization strength,

The extra officers, consisting of about 40 per infantry regi-
ment, were not a part of the replacement company but were assigned
to companies and actually utilized with the companics in conbas,
Thimty additional officers inciuding 20 artillerymen, were assigned
on the basis of 5 for a ~attalion; the other 10 being utilized in
sorvice elements of the Joamand where the need had become evadent,
The number of additional ofri:crs assigned to rifle companizs should
be 2 as a minimun wita 3 grefrred,

This systom of employi.z the individual in actual combat for
a short period- whors the typo of action permits and then vith-draw-
ing him to thoe regimental rear echelons for utilization as loss ree=
placoments, proved oxtrersly saliefoctory and seemed 40 be an i
portant advaace in replacaoment procadare,

First, is is an iavaluablce ald in the training of replaccments
in thet it provides them truining and conditioning in the prosence
of battle itself, common to the conditions in which they will fight.

- 9] -




L TeCTuLEt - s
'Umncv UMU ‘e

i

3 hiviing

‘;gb,over;untll some buck prl
_tenant - those are‘c s o

- T - e TR e R 8 Yy e . g e
- ) e R ] Vo e e amew weer e

Sscondly, it provides for small reserves to maintain combat
strength and efficiency fer meveral days ofter initiction of the
ettack, when it is most necossary 5 naintain drave and momencum,
Thronghous the AYLI0 Beachiesd nlea:-through and contivustion, ;-
of the sdvance to PIUA, cdditional Tepisceusnts ere chiaiasd in
groups. of 150 to 200 and sub-3l ;ozqucd.to f@gi””ﬁuS' maipbhaining

-in each an over-strength of 250, Tt ig true that in an extremely

rapid -advence it Is more diffizult to maintain replacement companies
28 such and one or iwo minor break-downs occurred in the vrocedure.
Trrough experience gnined in fizbling and. the nlaaning of opera=
tion of replac@nent compenice, it is considered that a unit of =
total strength of 750 enlisted men, infaniry, attached wo the Div-
ision, is the better plan vroviding the necessery overhead rers onnel~
adntnistration snd mairtenanca equipment can e mede availsble
the Division Commander, FPresent T/Z allowances do not permit uhe
cperation and maintencrice o”‘so largs. a group as a separete uait,
Officer persormel ;'uy trzining administration can be obtained Ifrom
surplus assigred officers, if “hs practice of a surplus ig 1o be

)

ma¢ntajbvu~ Frbhip Shis an;,chéﬁ rnit there should be 3 repiacement
‘eompaniss -~ ong dllOudtuH to zach rasgiment. This provides the regi-
mental cormander with an oprort 7 to rotate men in a state of

nzar @LhaLstvow renls Cidg Thum frosh men ﬂltﬂ a minimrn amount

of 3dM1n stratlve devulle. It providen or opnortunity to train re=
placement grouns in thoso subjects whach are cons*aorei ﬁout NCGeg=.
sary for that regimont at uhe times nowewor, the unit remsfning
undet the Division Commander's control. It also Urov1des an Op=

portunity for the men to becoms aﬁqualntea wlth the regiment in
nhlch they Wlll ultlm tely serve. .

Secona Lieutonant EOSERT T, IMEP. 135th Infantiy.

"It is allecult for an offlser without combat experience to take
over command of a platoon in 2 baltle wise combat experienced outfit.
Es is subject to his own ao~-btm and miszivings - as well as to the
doubts and misgivings of ths rien under him,: :

- He may be foced with the problam off taking eommn nd of a rifle
nlatoon din a eifle company - rifht in'the middle of ah atiesk. His
gredicement may be further complisated by the fact that. “11 s past
oxporicate dns Heen l:mlte& to-stnff positions orta Head¢uareers unit,

. The porral tcnd@ncr i to whiempt bo stress nis ability by
Ctaking 1mmediate Inivaistive in the c,ttack, an attitude of *I'.4
Cshowiyoun all I've goit whi tekoe'. The regult is goncrally -

onk, offrcar caata W0y - ane fronvontly fatal,

VaBemerbor than Ui expioriamecd oom 2t plitocn cxpﬂctq a "ravw

“that's © s Yo 'bis-mén - to pﬂr

fivet man Lo Junp out - énd-lead uhe Jssaul$ of the r i
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o) bef”s groon as he is and gs scared as
ths grownd avery time he hears a shell
2te = easually montions "It's OK Lisu-
v iry over to greet Jerry'.  Far better
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Lot him = take a doep broith - srallow hard for five mimites -
forget all the salating - and cating outs and chewings - he uscd to
be so good at back in the States - and thank the lad. Lot him £ind
out who ameng his non-¢oms hewe the most combat expericnce - and
leorn thoir scersts, Cive them full o oo - dontt be nfraid to
tale and ask their advice, Don't:try to be a world bester = the -
first fou days - take it ehsy - ask a lot of questions and learn as
\ many answors as pOnulle Tith luck on his side ho may last the weck
\///\ outs -If he lasts the week - he will hove seen-enough = learned
erough - and done enough ~ in his own natural way = to c;rry blm
t}rﬂuvh - frﬂm tben on indofinitel;r,"

be Replacoment Trojning, Peperts indieate that -replace monts, nlthouﬂh

improving, still arc net - cross szction of the men broug}t into the ‘servico, -
Thej frequently are in a lover G clasaification test scoring bracket and do not

sure up to the above average physical stondard vhich should be a requirement
for all infantry units, 411 too freguently thiz places 2n additinnal burden on
platoon lcaders and non=-coripigsicned officers as m.n of this caliber do not
alvays have an aggTsesive iritintive -« d resulis in excessive casmrltics,  In the
majority of coses tho only training lucking ie brttle cxperience, Houever o
excessive m1normty profess- ignorance in the usce of certnin weapens., It is the
concensus of ‘o7 dnion of battle triined I00te with- cnnSﬂderqble exporience
that men qsslvned to an infantry conprry rust bo able 4o use every weapon nssigned
to the compohy a8 thoy 1111 b 1orcud into a position in vhich thuy must use. them

sooner or. lﬁter. : s

Stqff ucrqunt AFTRFT' \Ir“;“L JE, 13 31d ¢nfantry

ny have found tkﬁt recent replfcd”0n+3,]ack sufflclont knouledge
of aytomntic venpons, The ZiR fs ;. vory imporiant woapon and should

be stressed in basic training. “ost replacements don't have the
slightest idea of how a rifle crack sounds when fired in his dir-
cetion, German weanons shn“TF %3_45 or this type of training

sc that the individial soldi: “zigh them by sound, In
cthar words trairing shiould includc more of bdttlu dr;lls with over=
head firing. :

Logt but nct ‘cqct TPPT have s tendeney to bunch up on-“the -
murch or othur form tiona." : g o :

Privote First Class DAWIHL R. BLACK, 1°3vd Infqntr*.
Pr1v1ue Plrot Clnss \,:LEI\I‘T B. LU’ 133rd ¢“”in ry.

"W«ny of the msn that cono to thig compuny Lave never Ilred the
Rifle ‘Grenade, - pry shrlld bo made to flrv this meapon beforu‘”“_
being scent.to combit unitg, - ¢ S

Onc thing that is vory irpertant 1n combat is map and compass
reading, Tbc infﬂmtry renlwcemvnt dovs not get enouﬂh of this
training, - - »
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First Liecutenant DONAID C, JOHNSON, 135th Infantry,
First Lieutenant CLIFTON R. FARNUM 135th Infantry.

"There is not ehough training given for scouting, It takes a
brave quick thinking mon'to be a good scout, The type of men vhigh
we are receiving as replacements at Present are very poor. It seems
that every man that is incompstent in other type umits is put in

~ the infantry. ZThie results in the high percentage in casualties
among plitoon leaders and good non-commissioned officers. The
Platoon Leader has to be first scout and also lead thesc replaces
memts up to a fighting positlon personally or they secem to disappear
about the time you need them most. Half of my platoon at present
has had different training than that of an infantry rifle company,”

First Lioutenant ROBERT I@GEE,.133rd Infamtry.

"1l men in the squad should be given an opportunity in train=
ing to lead the squad. The replacement private of today is the .
NGO of tomorrow in combat." ’

nle. It 4s belicved that the zord 'morale! is the. most mlsrused
in the official language of the U,S, Army today, Actually it is far more than-
the UsS.0. shows, and doughnuts, the word secocms to bring to mind, It is confi~-
dence in self, unit esprit, and a will 40 carry out orders all bound together
by superiar 1eadership. The former should bu properly called. -- cntertaimment
and has its proper place as a mcdium to relcx the individual thus simplifying
the installotion of a high state of morale. It is well to note that in vietory,
however small the engagement, morale is hiohest, while in defeat it is at 1ts o
1owest cbb,

-Second Lieuxenant ROY L. HUMPHREYS?JR 135th Infantry,

o "There has been a lot written abowt morale since- the start of
. this war,

I'va seen the effect of U,8,0. shows, mail food, otc, These
are all big items but the largest factor in combat is leadership,
especiglly that displayed by platoon leaders and HCO's,

On the fropt there arc innumerable difficulties such as bad

ff 3 weather, poor foocd, and long marches to mention a few,. When a unit
! has been on the line or a long time these things grow in importance,

Leaders must be on guard ‘and must not allow their men to believe

that they are getting 'a raw deal",
If the leaders can instill in their men an aggressive spirit

and maintain strict discipline-throughout the campaign they will
find the morale of their men a lot higher when the campaign nears-

a oconclusion,"

Appointment Promotion, Avards and Reclassification.

{[=)
.

Lieutenant Colonel HAROLD L, S”IPP Headquarters 34th Infqntny
Division,

"Enlisted men appointed officers on » the fleld of battle because
of outstanding performance of combat duties, have proved far more

r QL -




~ lack of experience whieh can ‘only be gained on the battlefield,

- enlisted men who are commissioned, than a new replacement officer,. -
‘Reported confidence in lenders gained from this source proves that

~ cles ocould be filled in n reasonchly shert time.

competent thdn replacement officers roceivéd., This is ‘not due to ;,
lack of ability in many casos of replacement officers, but due to =

Reports indicate that men are far more willing to follow battle tried :

fighting efficiency of the small front line elements is greatly .
improved, Experience within this command has proven that no battlee
fiold appointee has ever becn re-classified for inefficiéncy or in=:
experience, while this is not trues of officer replacemonts received
through normal. replacement channels, . \ ‘
There are a mumber of instances in which privates, Pfc's, and
the lower grade non~commissiocned officers are holding down positions
vhich call for o higher grade and that they have dong so for cone
siderable periods of time, due mainly to percommel of  the proper
grode being retained on the rolls of tho organigzation while not ‘ I
actually present. This is belicved to be due to long term hosp- L
italization, failure to £ill rotation vucancics, and personnel on ey
temporary duty to the United Stutes under the furlough policy. ‘
This situntion creates a sonse of unjustness when it occurs for a
protracted period, also a sense of futility in thnt they perform L
their job under extremely haznrdous conditions yot cannot obtain S
the roward for it, Enlisted persomnel in front line elements are A

- extremely conscious of thig and it is believed that general efficie

oncy could be promoted by ostablishing o system im which these vacan~

Some reperts received indicnte g feeling that an insufficient o
number of awarde and decoraticns nre being presented to deserving L
personnel, & feeling has ocourred that meritorious awards are re= i
Jjected because of technicclivies ard that 50 many recommendations of
an avard ‘are being reduced to lesser awards by the hoadquarters i
cuthorized to pass an these matters, This tendency iy often common = - -
to the individual vhen not considsred in the light of the whole R
command, It has possibly been true within this command to some o
extent, Extreme efforts bave been exerted to oversome this feele
ing. More and more awards are beirg considecred and more and more
granted as time passes. It has been fourd necessary to inaugurate
intensive sellirg campaizns to insurc that personnel of the command
observe nets of heroist: and make appropria“e recomrandations, This
campaign has resulted in many awayds that would otherwise not have .
come to light, - - R

In order 4o weld an efficient fighting unit, those who are in=-
offective, mediocre; nop-sggrissive, and.without professional knowe
lodge must be .eliminated,  Reports, received from both officers’ and
men have stregsed this point and telieve that g more libergl system
of eliminating the trpe of officor abovée rcferred to, be inaugurated.
It is further the concensus of opirdcn: G.at roclsssification should
not ho used.as a punishment, vhich it is gbhorally believed to be)

but as a method of -elimination from the pogition im which they can= .

not fill and placement in one that they. ave able to handle. However,
it is a further opinion that they should ndt be given 'snap jobs! in .
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rear echelons and permitted the advantages of rapid promotion,

As in the case of officers a system should be established
by which misfits, incompetents, those who have let down because of
extremely long periods in active combat, can be reassigned to none
combatant units, eliminated from the service, or other disposition
made of them, upon a recommerdation of uuit commanders concerned,
This will insure a maximum efficisncy in the front linés, creating.
greater drive and follow-through, resulting in the taking of obe
Jectives with less casualties, This has long been a fault in combat
elements in which no adequate answer has yet been found and sbout
which there 18 constant complaint and oriticism.
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