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On Jecouler 15, 1043 She 701st Tank DJestroysr Sattalien vas activated
W ot anex, Kentucky, with Lt, Colonsl Chauncey C, Bensem in cemmand, The
2t alisn wag, upen sactivatien, attachsd te the 1st Armered Divisien, The
el from December 15 te February 20 was seent im orghizing the integrel
csm:»micé'and in the equipping and train:mg of replacements which arrived
feen ‘}p AFRTC and Camp Wheeler, Geergia. IFrem March lst te April lst the
JEe L) Lu.iai Plr"lcl’batﬁd 1n sreblems staged en the Fert inex Military Reserva-
tieny and en “'c 1st ef i»ril the Battalien was alerted for mevement, lNeve-
a®nt erders came, and with the lst Armered Divisiem, the Battaliem whoelsd
vehicles left Fert knex en the Gth of April fer Fert Dix, New Jersey (traek
t=hicles vy irain)s The sverland trip Mécur days and the peried was
warked hy centimueus rain, high winds, and extremely celd weather, The mext
twe ponthe were spent im ramge firing and im preparatien fer sverseas nevemes,
The Battalien entrained en the 31st ef May fer Jersey City, mund the
river te the Fort of lew York, and there leaded en ths U,S.S. Themas K, Barry,
The transpert sailed in senvey fer Nerthemm Irelamd via Halifax, The trip
vwas marked by nany cases of diarrhea, uuto' ssa~-sicimess, ad a "12 & 12 off*
deck shki™, The arrival, e Jume 1llth, at Belfast was greeted by sheuts eof
Lha deck werkers claumering- fer Amerieam cigarettes and candy, Upenm debaria~
tiem the Battalien was split up and the cempanies sent te separste biveuss
areas: Recemmaissance Cempany te Cressgar; Dn, Hi., Hq. Cempany, "C" Cempemy,
and Medical Detaoclmient to. Ballykinlar; "A" Cempany te Newsastle; "B" Cempany
is Uompatriek - all in Cednty Demm,
On the 18th of Juns Majer Harrisen King assumed cemmand of the Battaliem.
A demenstration for the King and Jusen of England was fired em the 25th
of June, Corperal Stema, later killed in astien in Nerth Africa, perfermed

n @ Lapressive mamer as gummer,
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From the 6th of August éo the Sth of August the Cattalicn participated
in the problem of Defimmes along with the 3rd Battalion of the 13th Armored
Regiment., The Battalion was attashed to the British 61st Imfantry Division
mder command of Brigadier Hawkins, and msmeuvers were held around Ballymure
and Ballyclaire merth.

n the 3d of Osteber Cempanies "B" and "C" and ane platecn wmder Lt.
Smith of Resermaissanee Cempany left their respective stations in Nerthem
Ireland for destination wminown via Masclesfield, Bnzland, Battalion Head-
quarters, Headquarters Compaxmy, "A" Cempany and the Medical Detashment re—
nained in Northern Irelaad,
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e - g e
Operations Of Compamy "B", 701st T.D. B,
Peried - 27 Sept. %42 to 12 Feb. %43

It was em September 27, 1942 that Ii. Clark amd 27 emlisted mem frem
"B" Cempany left em the advance detail frem Dewmpatriek, Cewxty Dewm, Nerth-
ern Ireland, Trask vehisles uader Lt, Edsom left fer the new statiem om
Octcber 2nd, The fellewing dxy Captain llmamm and 65 emlisted meu departed
by train while the remainder of "B* Omspany fellowed immediately with wheeled
vehieles wnder Lts, MeBtight and Wnitsit, Captain Elimemn's grewp arrived at
the new loeatiem, Hamkelew Court, England, em Oteber hth, It. Clark aad s
advance party already had the heuse ready fer escupmmey. The maxt day the
wheeled vehicles mmm'atup'mmum,mu. Bisea
arrived with the traek vehieles and drivers the same day,

Lt. Sith with mesbers of the 2ad Becemmaissanee Flatesn, Recesmaissance
Compaxy pulled inte Hankelew em Osteber 13th, The plateem was attashed te
"B" Cempany for future eperatimms. New the persenne]l assembled in Bagland
amowsted te six effieers and 203 enlisted mem. The latter figure mew in-
nluded 15 replasements reesived em Osteber Sth, 23 mem of the attashed Re-
sexnaissenes plateen, amd 5 first-aid medies. Vehieloes eonsisted of eight
75%m self-prepelled gums, feur 37mm self-prepellsd gums, four 3/ht..htp~
oarTiers, three half tem weapens earriers, six 1/ ten "peepg”, three 2-1/2
ton trueks, eme trailer, and seven metersysles. In additiemn te heavy weapems,
B" Cempaxy pessessed 38 .50 ealiber mickine guas, 26 .30 edliber maskine gus,
56 temxy guas, 170 rifles, 10 ealiber L5 pistels, amd 18 Very pistels,

Pay day fell em Osteber 9th, mummﬂnm;s&uu
four AWIL's disappeared te retura the fellewing day.

Lte Whitsit and the 3nd Flateem, less three mem AWL and the drivers, left
Hankelew fer H, M.S, {Uu.;" at Weyness Bay, Seetlamd, Osteber 10th, What re-
mained of the compaxy, imeluding the three AWCL mem, emtrained at Namtwieh,
Octeber 13, fer Liverpeel where they bearded H,.S. "Derbyshire". Thi: pertiem

rTY T N Ty
RESLT ICTD Z


http:LmemantSteeeAtt.Wa
http:EU_l.e.ft

oigw"m\ . ,
met on the "Do!byahire" for 25 ura
Harbor, sase time was then put in off Kemt Allem Statiom, Seetland, where a
practice landing,in which "B" Cempany did met partieipats,was attempted, and
finally the eemvey was assembled off Clyde,

Qn Osteber 26 The "Derbyskire" erept out of m&b«mn;wm'm
sempanien vessels, The stermy seas made it reugh geing fer sevoral days, es--
pesially for the men im the bew ef thes hip, "B" mia msies) talent em-
erged with vielins, guitar amd ukelele te furmish emtertaliment fer the entire
assesblage em skip, This lasted threugheut the veyage., Nevewber 2nd turmed
oat te be a memerable cay as the destinatien was made nemn, Cembat Cemmand "B,
of wiieh "B" Compaxy Was a part, had the miseiem of taking amd helding Tafaraeui,
La Seaia, and Oggas airperts, and of presesding against Oran frem the south ,
Field Order Ne, 1 diselesed that the 3 Platoem wewld acoempaxy "A" and "B"
Cempanies of the 1st Battalien, 13th Armered Regimewt, in a flying celum ag-
ainst Tafarasui, The remainder of the Cempaxy was te preseed against Oggss
wnassisted, Witk high morale, the next few days were used te busily prepare
for the eperatien ahead,

'nucounystamd past the Reek ef Gibralter em Nevember 'rth, mdn-
shor was duppod off St, Leu at 0900 heurs, November 8th, Lt, Whitsit and
his plateem led eff fer the Cempany at 0600 heurs whem they disembaried with
their vehielts frem the Tank Landing Craft "Misea®", They sped out in a "Flying
column” at 0845 hours and were beund initm.'lj for Tafarasul Airpert. Under
the command of Lt, Celenel Vaters, the colmg:l.soomiltod.fa,emat
the 6th Infantry and twe tamk cempanies of the lst Battalien, 1st Armored Re-
giment., The 503rd Paraskute Battalion was unable te land at the airpers at
0100 heurs as eriginally planmed, Hewever,.the seluwm sut threugh leeal re-
sistancs te take the airfield, By 1400 hours paratreeps and fighter planss
were erdered in, Before these elememts seuld arrive, Fremeh fighter and beaber
planes sweeped down om the eelumn, A 500 pevsd besb scered a direst hi. and '
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corr - chely demolished a half-trasks The Ceupany®s Ik

e T ey SheTh Ly aller :sundcrm, long rangs fire o

S
o Trburn tmaclo oo &L eneiy Sewen a mixed battery whieh hdd bean
el it e Tield frow ble nertheast, By this time planes had landed and
iy risens=rs were laken, Tt had bes=n a highly succeLsful day,

Lozmwhile, Lhe remainder of the Company disembarked from the "Derbyshire
TaoZCrfa at abeat 1000 hieurs, “I'he vehicles were landed; one at a time, frea
weboer 1aauing eralt,

O the 9thy Lhz 3rd Flatoon saw more actien, . An enamy tank coneentratien
iz eupazed and sna.shéd at St Lucien, Two tanks were destreyed by 3rd Plateun
w3 2t ronges in excess of 2000 yards, After this encounter the Plateen with-
Jrew 5o Tafaraeui.

The 10th of Nevember found fue 2nd and 3rd Platoenc preeeeding against
i1’ Senia fram tr® south in the face of heavy sniping and artillery fire, 4Aa
enmgy snell Struck a self-propellsad and set it aflame, Sgt, Redisen, Sheltem,
unham, Tipple and Laniry werd killed; Stéams, the driver, was wuldod at

soizht witihy outstanding ga]lantr:f throughout the day, The 3xd Plateen then
bLypassed La Senia and was ameng the first te enter QOram,

The d Piatoen was ordered te take La Semia, but was withdrewn when
oppesilinn wrevei heavier “han expected, Hewsver, the cemmand half-trmek
aid not receim Lae withdrawal message and preeaeded alone inte 1a Semia,

Tt ocvew was eemposed of Lt, Edsen, Cerperal James D. Petrie, 7/5 Mltem
Jo usselly If7 erald leinberg, Pfe J.C. Gardmer, Pvt. Wilbur H, Willds,
o taus'r Mo had just escaped from his burming tank. and an interpretex,

Sa pelicls healed arainst heavy sniping and artillery fire threugh Ia
seta be & oot : Lree miles beyond, Here it broke dewm after being dameg-

3 k- a rcad Lleck, An enemy truck ecelumn had halted cx the resd and its
vecusants ¢ened fire at the "B" Cempany vehiocle from all direetions, After
& Tioht of taveral minutes, eight of the enexy surrendered and seams ferty
~lrers zave up oLy t?mmafber. Lie ddsen, assisted by the interpreter,

RESL:. 2.1



http:Cl:;::~:.t3
http:t"t'!~�;.cl

map‘tmtmm Mvcﬂdtﬂt&ﬂtm-&mtb prisen- -
oré back te La Semia, Here Lt, Edson and his crew, witheut assistance, made
arrangemsats fer the surrender of seme 300 French air and infantry persames
te Colenel Rebinetto whea he later arrived,

With the fall «f Orem, the campaign in Algeria ended, Cembat Cemmand "B
had proved itself te be an exeellent tastiual umit, Gemeral Oliver, by wallcing
wmeenosrnedly threugh heavy artillery fire south of Ia Senia, had won the un-
grodging ‘sdmiration ef his mem, "B" Cexpany had established an exeellent repu-
tatien fer itself, Lt, Bdsen was awarded the Sil—er Star for "Gallantry in
astien", er ewt-Yorking Sergeant York, Celomel Waters secured a captaincy
for 1t, Wkitsit,

"B" Cempany assembled near Tafaraeul Airpert -en levember 13th, and headed
for Tunisia with "C" Cempaxy three days later. That might they biveuaced near
Orleamsville, The fellewing eﬁning feund the biveuas area at LtArba, seuth
of Algiers. Oyelist Hemtry Kirscher was imjure. whem he crashed into a rail-
read cressing bar, He was remeved te 2 hespital at Algiers, On the svening
of November 19th, thw Cempanies were outside Setif and meved Lo the environs
of Cemstantine by the fellewing evening, Then, on Nevember 21st the 1ot
Plateen of "B" Cempany went cn te Feriama while the other nreocseded te Seuk
Anras, Here new erders sent "C" Cempany in the drectien of Tumis and "B
seuth te Tebessa, whieh was reached at 2300 hours, A supply trick was lost
enreuts but, leaded with asmmmitien and persemmel equipment, it continued
te Feriama and rejeined the 1lst Flateen,

After emly an heur of sleep, the Cempany denarted fer Gafsa, which was
te be attacked at dame, The mevement teek place at 0300 heurs on November
22nd, and missed the mines which were planted by the enemy at a read bleok,
Except for saiping, Gafsa was eecupied witheut resistance, In the afterneen
the Cempany again attacked, this time against an enemy tank eolumn moving on
Gafsa from the ea:’.. Depleyed at 1600 heurs at £l Guettar, the anemy was mot
- Suddenly by our recemmaissance., Three enemy tanks were destroyed by the 2mas
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emded the battle, One pecp was lest but ne personcl casul.lties resulted
The Cempany, mimus the 1st Plateen, them moved back te Feriama, .

After a few hours ef rest en Nevember 23rd, the Cempany left Feriama and
met the enexy just befere reaching Sbeitla. Led by the 2nd Flsteem, "B" Cem-
paxy destreyed eigit tanks, toek 70 Italian prisemers and a eemsiderable amemt
of oquipmeat., The 75mm S/P, in whick Lt, Edsem was acting as gummer, asceumted
for three enexy tamks after it had beem disabled Wy L7mm fire, Cerperal Benvemuti,
severely wounded by mertar fragment, was the ealy "B" easualty., After the tewm
was cleared of the ememy, tiu Company withdrew te Kasserine,

On Nevamber 2lith, Fremeh artillery and iafantry meved inte Soeitla as "B"
Compary returned te FPeriama, The mem were givea a chance to rest up and het
cakes accempanied by cheers kept spirits kigh.

“Lt, Celemel Raff was awarded the Legien of Hemer by the Fremch and was
madé a full) Celemel by Allied Headquarters, OCaptain Xllmarmn amd the emtire
COBPARY Wor'e Zhaurded the Creix de Ouerre with palm, 2nd Iit, Edsen was premeted
te lst Lieutenant,, "B" Cempany was pretty preud that day, Nevember 28,

O Nevember 29th, the 1st Plateem was resalled frem Gafsa, where it had
voen retained sines twe fight st EL OGuettar, Lt, Melnight and his 37wm guma
were seat eut at Right te recemmeiter enexy pesitims areund 3di beu Zid and
Faid Pass, but the xnissien ceuld net be astemplished; the reads were little
nere than trails,

The Cempany left Foriana em Deewmber let at 2200 heurs as part of a Pranco-
Ameriean ferce, ingluding A REZVY Weapens Sempany and & mashine gun cempaxy of
the 26th Infantry, aad a cempany of Fremeh Infantry, with the missien of taldmg
the pass at Padd, At 730 heurs of Decsmber 2ad Ameriesn P-36's straffed eney
pesitiens., The 2nd snd 3rd plateems led the attaek, supperted by 50 Fremch
rifiemen, Americam infantry mistakemly meved inte hills twe miles weast, Re-~
cenmaissance and 1st Flateem were depleyed te guard the appreask te the Pass ea
the east, Our heavy zuns d+ait with ome anti-tak rum and twe artillery sieces,

and meved on Snte L7 Tasa, Chey were fakear. sulaarl: LY “eivy mactiar oy T
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Small arns preved ne geed against airaraft whan fired frem a vehiele eor

frem hirzh groumd em beth flamks,” Sergeant Fester and Xlepp were killed, Lt.
Edsen;, Sergeamt Patrick, Cerperal Mile, T/S T™ri, Pemntille amd Heward, all ef
the 2nd Flateen, wers weunded, "B" Cempany withirew frem ths Pass - the t-zk

vas that of the infatry, Resesmaissance und 1st Flateen had been attempt’ng
te lezate machine gui nl mortar fire east of the Pass, At 1020 heurs feur
P=-338 flew ever and ems fired a burst of magkine gum shets, 7,5 Cels, Brymat
and Youngnan were killed; Cerperal Legam and I/5 Levine wers severely weunded,
This ease of mistalen idemtity was imexsusable and ighly demeralisisg, The-
Air Cerps claimed that these vekicles were outside ths bemb line,

Fremch and imeriean infamtry attasked the Pass all day, but, whem It.
Clarke returmed at 1700 heurs te rocever twe dead bedies, the Pass was still
strengly defmmded., The Cempany prepared te Hiveuao im a esactus pateh near
the pass that night. The 1lst Plateen. upen erdars frem Celemsl Raff, meved
¢1t after.dark te eeewpy its fermer pesitien and wes met at 2100 hews by
M & ti-tank fire frem the eneuy e had moved dowm frem the mewntains,

The Plateem fought all night out of eemtast With the rest of the cempany.

T/% Hawley amd Davidsen were killed, and T/S Delusa was wounded; Frasior

was last seem severely weunded, aad eeuld net be fourd the fellewing

Seversl easualties wers elieved inflisted em the eneny. 7
The Jﬂnatmmdtoth assistange of the lst em the

. merming, The 2nd Plaveen later meved eut te deal with appreaching saemy

tanks and ${Tuek selwmm; sud suseecded in smashin~ twe trueks, 4} 0900
hours sevea anemy piaxss rubacked bilieuas pesitiens with light beabs and
20mn gun fire, T/L rattersem, Opl. Pelrie, and Pie's Gedding and Caspers
were killed, 7/5's Wrea, Patrick, Pfu. Upchmureh and Baker were weunded,

ether expesed pesitiens. Straffiag was extremely deadly; twe half-treecks

and ene. 3/l ten were badly damaged, At 1300 heurs the Cempaxy meved te a
aew biveuas at Sidi beu Zid, Meamwhile, 120 Germans surrendered at the Pass.

‘battsraon, Peabriec, Hawley K Cele, Goeding, Bryant, Yeungnaa and Lavidsen were

vt o s et b 384 hag 20 Ple. Cusers cliedl ab the Teheos Tt T \0
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<3i was buried there, d RESTBICTED‘
‘ 1t, Glarke, mqa.n?&d by Prts, Wetsel, Barga, and Duhr. lsfS in &
2210 ten Usr the Fasy Le ricik u: the beiies :f Faster and Klepp, 5n reute,

e vehicle was astaclked on osen read near Tiiil by four enemy raiders which
straffed the truek feur times, The vehicle ceuld be listed as a tetal less,
I:1 the .afternoon of Uecember Lith, Recermaissance and 3rd Plateem teek up
security pesitiens areusd Lesouda,

Fester and Klepp were buried at Sidi beu Zid the fellewing day, DBy mew
the Cempany was being bembed and straffed daily, Mem remained elese te their
fex heles and meved vehicles and supplies oxly by might, Our ewa aireraft,
Yascd at Yeuks-les-Bains, was tee far im the rear te afferd adequate pretes-
tien. )

‘Allied Headquarters clarified "B* Cempany's missiem em Deesmber 8th, It
was e pretect Yeuks-les-Bains and te ebtain infermation of the ememy in 1ts
secter, By Decenb&r 10th, the Cempany had resumed its pesitien im reserve at
Feriana, It was raining hard and the return march was em reads made almest
impassable by the mud, The mext day 1st Plateem returmed te Ferians as the
Cempany established a biveuas in a mge olive greve ene nile seuth ct tom,

o« Clarke left by plane for Algiers te ebtain mail ex December 10&.
Then Telergma, Beme, and Seuk el Arba were visited; themes by truek te Ouslma
and Jeuk ihras, but ne mail, L1t, Clarke's returm te the Cempany eame en Deoem-
ber Zitn,

Christmas Day arrived, and theughtgiere mainly ef heme a yoar age, Jer-

ris+s were attended at the "hetel" im tewn or in the elive erehard,

Nen3 that the enemy landed twe gliders, carrying 16 mem, and suceeeded
in 2lewinz the bridge 20 milés south ef Feriama came im Degember 29th, ﬁlo .
shadewy figures of Gemerals Rebimetts, Ward, and Clark visited Perisma em

sucsessive <ays; tlis fergettem theater of eperatiens was waking ap.

The first mail received by the Cempany sinee leaving Ensland was dolivwd

January 2nd. The next day the Campany was alsrted, Attashed te French ferees,
T 1«fv Feriana at 1330 heurs far Jbseitla, and at 2100 heurs eantinued te Hadjed

RESTIICIID \
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«7 aleun and 10 ail~; be,ond, i~ eneay 1 ono bvas mide s ooy T T,
flateem remained in this forward nesitien Lar al-at davs, IU 770 wvsneoll

but ne cameuflage. T™he ~raxy dig not T2T any atback, licswvet, Frovate Jucd
was accidentally dlled the next day, e .m3; ' ried in the Cespiiy nlet at
5144 beu Zid,

(m Jamuary Gth, tne 3ra Platean, ¥ith an a*tached anti-sjrori{t wiateeun,
moved te & pesitien just vaeates hy the O(lst T, J, Jatbalici, Joea January
6 te the 17Tth, 2ad Flateen was ou' en 9ix wosasiens ‘o ocoupy '+ Tormvars
pesitien, but the eawy attack never materialised, @he Platcon ~.-n parfermad
a new tuncbiuz artillery fire, cevering the advancc of Frrach i.lantry, was
laid dewn, IEnemy aireraft, with emyhasis en fighter planesy, vere extremely
astive, Breryme €“k & persenal interest in his fex hels or 3lit trench,
These shelters seemed to mirasuleusly zroew deener aicer every straffing and
seen centained ingenieus inmsvatiens such ay magazime racks and ‘'racks" Lo
& csup of tea, Whaiskey - even if imacinary - ani ot‘:‘ﬁl‘.prizcd peaddessinns,

“Dor Tag" fimally arrived, Om Febr.ary 12th, "B" Cemsany rejeimed Lhe

Battalien and Lt, Imith's Plateen retuc .= te ilagennaissance Com any,

“  * % % B ¥ X & = ¥ ¥ H * X H @
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CQPERATIONS CF COLPANY *C", 701st T.dii J3STCY.ar . aTTALICH

Peried = 3 Octeber 1942 be 2i Jemuary 19543.

On the 30th ef September 15,2, Cempamy "C*, 701lst Tamk Destreyer Battalien
(Captain Framk J. Reddine, Commanding) meved frea biveuac area at Camp Bally-
kinlar, Ceumty Demm, Nerthern Ireland fer dostinatick} wnimerm, via Macclesfisld,
Eagland, ‘

The Cempany arrived im Masclesfield em the 3rd of Octeber, and fer the mext
fow days prepared fer further mevemsat wy Water transpertatien en a cembat misei-
@, The Cempany was a part ef am ergamisatien of the 1lst Armered Divisiem termed
"Combat Cemmand "B", This eemmand was split imte Red and HKlus ferces fer tle
ceming missien, and the Cempany was a part of the Red feree, Lt, Egrletem's
Plateen (the 2ad) was made a part of a greup under ths cemand of Lt, Coelemel
Tedd, said greup being aptly mamed "The Flying Celum"”., This plateem left lascles-
field teo deard skip at Weem's Bay, Seetland en the 13th of Osteber,

The remainder of the Cempany left Macclesfield en the 15th, aad bearded the
S.S. "Batery" at the Liverpeel Deeks, The cemmand sailed frem Liverpeel te the
Firth of Clyds, Seetland, where the Cempany, With ether units ef the cemmand,
pragticed invasien lamdings fer appreximately eme week, The cenvey them re-
formed and sailed fer Nerth ifriea, .

On Nevember 8, 1942, lamdimg began im the vicimity ef Oram, Algeria; the
Cempany beaching im the vicinity ef Mersa Beu Zedjar, Ne resistance was en-
countered en the beash, The "Flying Celumn' unleaded, remeved water p:«h‘.ng,
and meved teward Tafarasui Airpert, Lt, Ezgeltem's Plateen was the peint eof
this column, and wot resistamce em the highway between Oran and Sidi Bel Abbes,
Here Sgt. Mitchellls S/P sun ascemnted fer twe emplaced French 75's, There
were me casualties withim the Plateem, The fellewing day, this Platecn nmeved
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te La Seala, and thence te Oran where they remained umtil the Armistice was
signed, Three 37mx guns were wleaded a1d meved frem the beach en Nevenber
10th; these zuns were frem the 3rd Plateem, They net resistance both en the
way te Oram and alse in Oram, Of the lst Plateem, twe zums of 75mm and ene
g of 37mm (the latter frem the 3xd Flateen) maleaded and reved, nder the
Gemnand of Sgt, Weaver, te vicimity ef Er Rahel te reinferce read bleck ef
the 6th Armered Iafantry Regimenmt,

After the Armistice with the Freagh, theCempany meved inte a biveuas
area immediately seuth of Tafaraoui.

"C" Cempany left fer Tumisia en the 16th «f Nevember, and em the 21st
arrived at Seuk el Arba, The Cempany was placed umder the cemmand eof the
11th éngua (British), and Captain Redding reperted te the Cesmanding
6ffieero The next day the Cempany was dive besbed and straffed while in
the tewn of Seuk el Arda, and ene H/T -2 was lest, Feur men were wounded,
The fellewing day was spent em maintemance, the venicles being in bad shape
after the leng read march acress Algeria, The Cempany meved en the 2iith
of Nevember and that evening arrived in Beja, where they were given the
missien te secure the ) Zh grom-d west of Medjez el Bad (then eccupied
by German infantry amd paratreeps), Supverting the 'Cupany was ene pla~
teen of British Brem Gun Carriers, _

The Cempany meved frem Beja at seem in the directiemn of Medjes, erder
of march being the Bren Cum Plateen, 3rd, 2nd, amd 1lst Plateens ef the Cem—
pany, The celumn was mertared and straffed at intervals all during the after-
neen, and in the evening the Cempany Cemander asse~bled his cempany just eut-
side of the ransze of German mertars, Durinz the day's activities ene man vas
dlled (Cerseral Glassman),

n the merning ef the 25th of levember, the Germans withdrew inte
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21 A, wee o« o0 .0 deurs Cantain Medding received erders te go inte
~o tar meiralize Gorman anti-tank guns whick had been giving the Britsh

uadLbers and Cneshir s trouble, These fegiment s were advancing en Medpz
Teom the North and Seuth reswectively, The Cempany arrived em the outskirtis
of t3» tom at dusk, Sut it was fast getting se dark that a withdrawal was
mans Lg the hill everleoking the tewn, Here they seent the night, In the
seantine, Iritish artillery was shelling the tewn,
in {ac zerning, vaotain Redding received erders te join the 2nd Batta-~

lion ol the 13th Ama ed Regiment (missien - te wretect the right flank ef
tie Zetiludior while it aacde a wide envelepment em the tewn of Medjer).
ahil . pioviaz Co join this Sabtilien the cempany was straffed by an American
P=37 siuadron of the 1 .th Fursuit Group ef the 12th Air Ferce, It is pre-
sumed that 'he american flis=:'s theught the vshicles teo be Ge:ian. At any
rate, thc rosults ol the stralfling completely immobilized and demoralized
the Comuany a3 77% of “he cembat vehicles '7ere eut ef eperatien (emly one
7oma O/P ané ene 37mm S/P were not made imeperative), Seven men were kill-
ed and hLwelve men ~ounded, Thus, the entire days of Nevember 27th, 28th,
ara 27th were spent in rebuilding the destreyed wvehicles, with the mainten-
am::c crow working day and nizht, By the 30th the Comeany Was ready te ge
again (wlthouzh the mem had met yet recevered frem the sheck), and was as-
igned to Lhe irench fer the serimeter defense of Ledp z (LO Germam tanks
werc reuated appreaching Medjp z frem Tebeursa), The fellewing day, hew-
ever, the Cemmany was reassigned te the 175th Field Artillery Battalien
(U3SA;, Cne nl.iteen stay=d in pesition between Sloughia and Teseur, while
tne other two nlatoens were sent eut between Beja and 3idi N'3ir, Thus,

at this tiar, the Cem>any was spread ever an area ef some 50 miles,
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(m the 2nd of ., .mber the Cex-any was e:rciv~ b 7 sin t. &

of the cth Araered (nfantry, but na- wmahls Lo ~etact %710 6.0, L.
time, the 1st Battallien ef the 1:th .mmored iazizent a3 ..o o .. :
the tewn of Tebouwrba (them defemded by sover.l battalisns of Jeowun nfa * -
ard one dattalien of Jermam moediwm tanks), The Cemnany jeined in the &ii.
te suppert the light tank battalien, The attack, hewever, wus a Tallie ..
the attaskers withdrew te defensive vesitiens scuth ef Tebeurba,

On Dssember 5th, Cempany "C" was efficially at ached te tue 1% =il -
13th Amered Regimeat, and meved with the Battalien acress Ll kadjenda .dvor

inte an elive greve near the main Tunis-Medjez read, ilere the Cerpa:” ot~

posted the harber of the Tank Battalien, zeinz eut en receamaissance b <&,
aad withdrawing back inte the harver Wy might. )

On the merning ef December 10th, werd came that a Germam armeir.’ ! ru
of sems 55 mixed vehisles was preceeding dewn the Tumis read teward Lac jex
o1 Bad and was attasling the tank mark ef the 1st Battaliem o tic 1 .o.c
Regiment( Cel, Waters)., Cempany "C" with "A" Cempany, 13ti AR, woiest.”-0-
attacked, The light tanks, hewever, became stuck fast in e mui (7%
rained ceaselessly), and a tank vs, tank destreyer bal'le resulie’. L .7
dus t¢ weather cenditiens all ef the fishting was done on e ISgivr,  WOh
dostreying feur Germam Mark IV tamks and 1 anti-tau: gun t:» gcen 0”2 ues
dored te withdraw back te the erchard te reesrzanize,

In the evening, with the pressure ol the Geraman taus~l . 207 &
ever increasing, the Cempany; With the other units in the .onu, woved s
hepinz te get te the Tebeurba-lMedjes read and returm te luijez: nul wlen
the head ¢f the celuma arrived at the bridge aeross the Laije.iy, ihe -
nans lald mertar fire dewmm en the bridge, The celumm was erdertd "o v
areund and sreceed in the direction frem whence it had come, M» mave'.

WAS ne cress-country, and eme Wy ene the vehi: l.3 {fell frow "1 cc¢lomm,
nareoncd in the wud, PFinally the whele celimn v s ismmedilizel, .“eo o0

then cams te abanden vehicles and te retum %to Ledjez an g,
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On December 1tk, “he Comany was Wum’
ndsr Cazbat Camxicd 5" (31 cembal euiwment havin: Yeen lsst In action,
w.l1 ne replacements bsing availadle). The Cempany Temained in these duties
il rejeining the Battaliem en Jxmmary 2ith,
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RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY FROM OCTOBRR 3, 1942 10 J-LNU.M’I 3',3?5‘3!’ o

After "B" and "G® chpuies had left tyBattaliem undsr centrel of
Cezbat Cemmand "B"; the remainder ¢f the Battaliem prepared for mevemsmt
frem Hertherm Ireland; and en Octeber 27, 1942 Battalien Hsadquarters,
Headquarters Cempany, "A" Cempasy, and Recemnaissanes Cempany(lsss eme
plateen) emtrained at ‘l'ill]alnny, County Demm, under sever of darimess
for Belfast. The umit then embared at Belfast and oressed the Irish Sea, °
landing at Stramraer, Seetlamd, t mere entraimed, md detrained st Steks
on Trent; Bagland, and trtnlcd by moter cenvey te Tythesringtem Hall,
Magclesfield, Cheshire, hglal, where the Battalien was te be Quartered,
The whaeled vekielos sressed tlm lrish Su, via Lw, te Strarur, and
then by cenvey 4 iieelaafield, At Tybhr.lut- Ball the Battalien asswmed
usual garrisem duties, cemditiemed and prepared oqxd.pub for oambat, Iere

‘the Battaliea was again split imbe twe greuss(ese greup seasisting ef Nead-

quarters Cempany, the other greup of "A' Cempany snd Recemmaissames thv)o
On the Sth of Nevembey tb l.uqurboru vehicles 101"; for Mnrpool

- Bngland, fer shipment, via cu-go nuols, te Nerth Afries, whils ths re-

mainder of the Battaliem remained im lh«]nﬁ.old for later skipment. Hogd-
quarters persemmel follewed en the Zhd of Wr and bearded the W M.T.
"Olraate". The shis lay anshered im the River Mersy mtil the 27th, when
she set sail in cemvey fer Nerth Afries, at meem, Lu, Gelemsl Kimg was
a.ppointod 0C of all treeps abeard uh.tp.

' The E.M.T. Otramte arrived im Gibralter em the Sth of Decssber, sad
remained there uatil the Sth(during the veyage she had develeped neter
treuble and had fallen wshind her cemvey). (m Decexber 9th, the Otraste
sailed again and arrivid en the 10th at Mers-el-Xebir mear Oram, Algeria,

The Headquarters greup meved te a new biveuas area inm the vieinity ef Salines

. D'Arzu em Deesmber 1Lth, and there awaited the srrival ef the remainder ef the

Battaliem frem Emgland, (6
\
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It the meantime, .. zreus left 4m hgh-i had M < M, od
Tomeet e h el r the La, D vdmoress Of Canada®, The "Rmpress®

Tl L e 1A Por dlevhn Africa.  The voraze ;ad regh and the zeas mere
Sro2. mot BT entire veare, wid thiere was much seasickmess ameng the

.2 3, Me "iepress of Janada'! arrived it lers-el-Kebir em the 21st ef De-
orLary, disembarked, aid meved inte biveiuc with the-Test ef the Battaliem
&b sxlives U'Arzu, Jlere the Battaljen (mimus "i" }ud C" Cempanies) spent
Shristmns, TheBattalism had a shert alert en the 2lith whem Admiral Darlam
Y. . at.«liinated,

At 0zl nes J'Arzu thn tres-s spent perhaps the mest miserable menth of
‘el Lives, It was the rainy seasen in Nerth Africa and the rains were im-
ceirwb,  The Battalisn area becans a sea of mud,

Un daeary 8y 1943, e the delizht of weth efficers and mem(after such a
“iren:Te mbh), the track vehicles left the area fer Oram, and there were
1=49n zhoard Maracaibe veats fer shipment te Phillipwille, The vehisles
teddel Liare em January 1llth., On January 9th the remainder of the Battaliem
185t Salines D'Argu en a four day mevement te Oued Segum area(mear Cemstamtine)
© Orleansville, Affreville, L'irba, Beuira, Setif, Hers they were re~
jeinn? ., tle track vehicles frem Phillipville,

The 3attalion reved from this area en’ the 18th ef January, and im a twe

Az woveeent arrived at 3eu Chebka, Tunisia, in the 1st Arwered Divisiem As-

"A" Cempany left Battalion cemtrel en the 21st of Jamuary and meved with
sierents »f the 13t Armered Division (Cembat Cemmand "A") te Sheitla, Tumisia,
Lut ot lers was valanced by the gain ef "C" Cempany the fellewing day, (m
le 20th, feur naw 75mm S/P.'s were received and assigmed te It, Remani'e P1-
atoon ol "C" Cemsany, (Lt, lemani, ex~Sgt, Remani ef "G" Cempany, had boem
repgaissi o itd fer i3 zoed werk near Medjez Bl Bak), |

T

On Jdaraary Jih, the Battalien(new cemposed of Headquarters, Nsadquarters
Jomant, Jtecemnaissance Cempany(less ene plateen), and "C" Cempany(less eme

slatzon) was a83ign~d te Cembat Cemmand "D under tae cemman” of Celenel Maraist
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PRRATIONS *alalt 1m0’ : S * ANTES)
0 Ow3 CF THS 70131 [ANK DESImOYER BATTALION (775 "A* & "B" CQMP
" P, D - JANUARY 31 te FEBRUAIY 3, - 13.

Bl et RN S A e e A f:\D
T .
2 - . . . . 03 2t <. P SUEIN .
rders frem tue i3t Avmermd Ulivisien te hh.cs, Wity the initlal o metim

<. Jened otatien, and te vrrecesA rasiily be danassy, wRre Meesly

- el

v I3 3 Al A\ ] - ~ - '*‘ 1. o) » ‘1 - B . '.'\'
+n, GCelensl karaist was in cemman . c¢f Campat Cempand "o" vkicks 3.

e,

tre 7015t TD Battalien (less ™A, "B", ore slatoen . [ "Ci, ad mme platanm ol
Jecennaissance Cempany), rd Battalien of the 13th Armered Regiment (leszs onc
comsany), 68tk Field Artillery (less ene mattery), Cempany "D“, 10tk Bnrineers,
st Battalien ef the 16°tw Infantry, "B" Cemnany ef the L7tk ladics, and one
alatecn ef"B" Battery, LL3rd % (AA)., 81lst Recennaissance Battalien went ast
2. If at 3eu Chebka mnd was fellewed hv CC 'DY,

The Cembat Cempzand was in biveuac adout 10 miles sast of Gafs: or canuary”
“1:., Orders were issued at 0300 lours and all treens were crdered te neve
forward on a wide frent, {15t Reconnaissance Battalien was teo moeve eut at
0500 weurs on Divisiem erder, Cembat Cemmand "D" was te fellew at C76C hours
in order: 701st D Beevsmmaissance Cempany, 3rd Battalien :=f 13th Armered le-
ciment vith ene plateeam of engizeers, and ene plateon ¢f tank dastreyers at-
tached, Cemnand Greup, ene plateom ef tanks, artillery, and infantry itk ene
2lateon of engineers and ene plateem of anti-aircraft atiacked,

flst Hecenmnaissance Battalien actually meved eut at 0730 mours and made
3slew pregress, ~t €322 hours Recennaissance Cemvany ef the 7C1st U Battalien
ceved eut But was held up béhind 8lst recenmaissance, The entire column vas
creeping aleng the read by 1000 heurs when {lst Aecennaissance renerted tkat
it was by~-spassing Statien de Sened, Orders were issued te Celenel Cresuy,
13th Armered .gixent, and .Celemel Patty, lst 2attalien ef the 168th Infantry,
te carry eub the follewirg plans: The infantry weuld meve ferward en a wide
frent im trucks te a peint 10 to 11 miles irest ef tke ebjective, detruck, moeve
Jerward and attack in celumn ef cempanies, A guide (liaison efficer) accer—
panied the infantry wattalion, .I'he area chosen by the CC "D" Cesmander, aftsr
kis recennaissance el the vicinity, weuld e attacked, The infantry was te ab-

tack seuth ef tiae read and make a clese enveleunent. of tke tom. Thas tanls

~
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7er~ Le make a west heek te a veint just east ef the tnuuo Artillery weuld su;-
- 4
/

.
r~

S ike abtaeln frog vsibions noriik 27 Yae read and ‘mat of Jened Jtabloi,

.= 1245 aeurs, tanks and artillery wer» in €817 Lan Wil srewy s lieTt
and argets ef epsertunity weing saelled, T(he infantry was 3lew in cem i -
and nreceeded teo far in trucks which were net preperly iis.~rsad. Ltilac < -
seaied en the sycene and bexbed the celumn, T infaniry suilered sone Casus. -
ties, dut the artillery cemtinuel to fire en emed Statien and the tanks were
pabed for tike il'.i.i At 160€ miurs, the infantry still was net in pesiti.u,
Ferty-fiwv. minutes late:, 24 3tulas again deseemded t' raim 2 few bembs demn,
At 170C hours, a witldrawal ef the tanks was erdersd te secure pesitiens af-

ter the shalen infantry was umable te make ar erganized attack, Orders were
issued te sutpest pesitiem alenz general line Y-42 and p..pevs te attack at
dam, Celenel Maraist went te Cerns Headquarters fer erders.

Tre fellewing day saw erders issusd at 6700 heurs, Cembat Cemnand "L
was reinferc d By ene battalien of infaniry, Celensl Urake was in cemmwwd
~nf the .108th Infantry, but enly a small reziu atal greup and 3beut OO elt'-
icers ;s 11i3ted ren actually arrived fer tke attack. The 175th field
artills |~ .4 "B" Cempany eof the 100th CA (AA) were alse added te the st-

ot T WG . A simdlar scheme of maneuvear with a limited ebjective
wa3 orderesr, [he atbtack was erdared at 890U 4ours to secure a lie of we--
sarture foir She main attack and te allew the artii ery lo wisslace forvand,
The o0th ra was Se 3uppert the tank actien, and the 1775th #a woul: v.ci
irfartry., €£1lst Ascennaissance, now under centrol of Cemat Cemmand, i to
rratect ths flunky 2od extend recennaissance actiity le the sast,

The ;:ain abtack mst with stubberm resistance, The enemy used Zuns and
mertar; of all zaliber and ineulged in rrefuse sriping, The infantry . e-
sressed steadily bubt 're tanks were held up Wy anti  nk fire, o o’

Cer aeutralization by artillery beflore udvancing. . 1M heurs, | o Lo
wai T*ached by Lhe infantry. Forty winutes later, o f-ov atal o0
1.2 4.4 was fellowma by enenmy L. k3 Wiich drove e ‘nfhor oo, o0 vy

by 150 N 13, woe _nfant ce L L DT OTEGOR Lt GTRLL e o
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It tem s eutpestn . . the tank harber was pretacted te allew the i
Thhoveaded quaiit_oony Yhasp, ey twturned Le e L

b -

AY irta aed wresared Lo Jbnict In o the meimiin . Uolenel Jrae rmoaerter Liian Ll
afanhry could hels the btown, ané "C* Cempay (less Lo plateens) ef iLne 707i:%
& Savvalien was sent in on military pelice duty,

Carzand Groun spyent a wusy &y warding off stuka eembings and les:.erch-
mitt straffings., There were slit irenches liberally scattered all threugh
tne area, and these sreved te he very cemvemient,

sniping died dewmn, and Lhe nizht ef February 1-2 was spent in getting
suppli=s and censelidating poesitiens in tem,

{n February 2, erders werr issued fer an attack en the final omjective
Lo siarh at (80O heurs, Tanks were te precede infantry, and the artillery
weuld suppert the attack fram pesitiens well ferward, The flst Hecennaiss-
ance lattalion weuld pretect the nerth and seuth flanks,

The a@tacks pregzrussed rapidly azainst machine zun fire and light re-'
sistance ef enemy artillery By 1€00 hours, the first tank elements were
reserted 1/L mile beyond the ebjective, Advance elements of the infantry
arrived ub the ebjective seon afbom, and the infantry eccupied the
riéze in force at neon, The tanks then v.lithdrew te an assembly pesitien
3euth and west, ready te meet any ceunterattask, The infgntry dug in amd
the 31st :tecennaissance Battalien eccupied pesitiens te pretect the flanks,
decennaissance Ceapany ef the 701lst TJ Battalion extended its recemnaissance
Yo a peint [ivs ndles east of the ridge,

A Sorbirg in the rear ef the front lines by 2L Stukas teek place at-
100l hears,  Actual damage was Slight, But it was a bit hard en merale,
Carmnand Srourn continued to be the object of Stuka and Usssersclmitt affeo-
“iceas through the day, lany planes, including several ef our om,; were
deacbyored, out it could not be ascertained which wefé breught dem by
acik=ack Tire and which were shot domn im deg-fights, Planes overhead
hal o sler lively threugh the dense anti-aireraft fire wwd many a pilot

was meloagzlle enouzh bte clear the puffs and tracers,
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the rirht flank, Five Snsisy tands acmiellss s Lo o9

seme confusion, but the tanks and T3 beat o7 Ll v, D D Ta o

retwmned te pesitiens ov the ridze ence ore, und ftanks o T PO nltel

in frent, W¥th infantry positions. fully re-avtailished, s by Tthdvoew
te their assembly area and thers was ne further activity,

Al the W of h’hrm'y 3!i damed, tanks, T)'s, ae assall’ xm
phtous moved te pesitions in front, and Lhe. artillery caae v~ Lo forward
pesitiens, There was ne Iot;idty wntil :woo hours wher. Tive Angnmy arrored
vekicles sppsared en the Twad and were fired upen by the G8th Fleld irtill-
Ty, hnnyw out of range, lbcqrﬁad.smoe Commparty of,‘t?tc 71
10 Battalien meved " te & position six miles west of Lalmassy, nrovghout
the aftermecn m mall enexy detwhnnts would appear te t'e cash ad
be driven off Wy u-u.nny ‘

- Enewy Nm“ infantry were reperted it an clive ;-ove at -l lh,
‘, request fer m this spet. was sent te the Air Corps and at 1330 heurs,
the lakmassy area wis plastered by the U.3.Anty Air Force, Jeme bombs 'mre
released 200 7!11. ‘south of eur gro'nd pesaitiens, but Lhere was ne damage,

At 1130 heurs, erders fres II Qomtoﬁtm,to Cafsa awl beyond
were tranamitted, 8lat Recemnaissance left at 1600 hours, At 1900 hours
the maia body started te withiraw, Ameored alenents wam\ follvved by the
168tk Infantry in trucks; as they, in tum, were followed by a Lizit tank
oempany and a TD platoen te sretset the rear, By NO0C hours of February
Lth, a1l was sscure, 4 biv;\nc area was established a! Jou Ghebka, and
the recevery and salvage crews were in Gafsa,

The casualty repert, as of February Sth, revealed: five offiosrs and
b6 enlisted men killed, feur officers and 111 enlisted mar missing - nost
of whom were listed en the Slst Aecennaissance repert as of Fehruary 1si,
8lst Recemnaissance Battalien was latar deiachsd from Cambat Corrrand MM
and me further rewert was given, Evacuated ‘foundad’ccnsisbed S8 3L efflenry,

L3
4 t
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AL 275G heurs an Mem' coumnbar-oilack ras lawgehed IR 15 konbs azal o,
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on® warrant officer; and 145 enlisted men, RE\A‘ - .- e —
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Peried - 21 Jamuary te 16 Pebruary 1713

o V-uc-,wn'smun-tn Bautalien and Atashed te Gembat
c—iuu--mh;tbmmm-tuumthbcm
Gummxad e Tevte to Sheitla teek plase st 2300 hewrs, The Gempay asrivex
xt the OBAY Wiveiss area at dum, Seeitla was bembed mad the celwm was
straffed just as the tresps ewtered, PFertwmately, there were me easusltiss,
- The yemainder of ihe day was spent digging im and arreging smseuflage ag-
sinst ememy alreraft, &nmmm.hdum,m“umu“
was Mart. - : | ‘

On Jamsary 23, Ahres enmuy wir reids tesk plase, and the recerd of "me
casualties® was lmph intast, A% 0230 heurs, Jamwary 2h, "A® Gempaxy, witheut
© the 3rd Flatess, meved frem Teeitls as part of & mmall cemsab tem under the
.‘oommand of 14, Gelemel Eawm te reinferes the Freach ferees at Nadjed Kl Alewn.
T tem omeisted of She 1ot Babbalien of the Gih Amered Infmstry Megineat;

"B* Battdry of 430 910% Fleld Arbilisry, snd a detackment of the 16tk Magineers,

A* Qempeny.cotupisd ferwanl pesitiens 12 miles nertisast of Nadjed Kl Alewm .
tomsrd Tendouk Pass, at O-TSTS, by dom, Iuemy planss eme over, but thare
wore ne reids, le&omumww--mmm
Nadjed Kl Aleom and Fendeuk during daylight, Newever, patrels were semt
out night and day. ,

The fellewing day there was me enemy greund astivity, Rasuy plamed were
mmdum,mmm'u-nnduh-dmna._mta

pateh. Gemtact mnd 1iaisem were established with Fremeh ferees under the cem-

nand of Celemel Maseier, Rxssllemt ceeperstien was seem ferthesming frwm Gel-
enel Maseier's cesmmnd. - P_atroin eemtinuod to go eut,
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: .g gigqig aad the read besams knew: as
selmitt Rigiomy®, On Jamuary 20th, the Cempaxy meved acress the wadi east of

- zggﬁ.‘.g ‘§&§~l§1|
 tiems st 0-Th2i, liaisem was seem established with Frewsh feress under Cel-
. entl Gewireyer. There still wes ne encuy astivity, md the fellewing dxy "A"

{aiooag.igl?g’gg.
_ ﬁggii;gflﬂnig ,

* With Golemel Maneder's staff, mad of Oempany Vehis1es in cembed pesitdens, illns-

trating ceopereiien botwsen French md Awriem feress, 4% 1500 hewrs "A® Cem-
pany noved out 30 rojein Gmmbat Goment “A* o4 Keru's ﬂ‘igi
5266, \rﬂilgl‘!gﬂgl
\mgligsi‘g*‘agl
stratted, ?iiig!!llig
| demaged, 45 0300 howrs of the fellewing day "A* Gempany moved to 2dd Bew Zid
md went inte forward pesitiens lesated at 3-7253. The 33k Flabesh mew rejein-
od the Gempaxy, l&pg{lgﬂsg;g

| \E&.-IEP g!cl.t.hf-. u\rﬂi&lﬂﬁ.llal

llv&‘w‘gigg‘g
i! iﬂn&fe‘!g&‘sg

. E!- the camand of It, Gelemesl Rightewy, The 2nd Plateen Was

attached to a tomm of tanke léuﬂg:&ﬂgli
igiﬁ!a«?ﬂ&. There was sens speredis shellisg md

 a 3&&&!58&#&55%&2 The aext day, Peb-
ruary 2ad, g:it?i forward pesitions
igglﬁil.&l&%«l%vgf

a tank attask at 100 heurs, The Cempemy meved out with the tamks and breke

up m emewy tamk sttack whieh eame seuth tewnrd Rabeul frem Faid Pass, T
.r‘-l.«gg&w!g‘na.& "A" Compeny's 75%m 3/Pts, The 37mm -
$/P's were campletely eut of offective rumgs, but fired bask fer the *hell ef it®.
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“ive 4 Thmn centera. of Lo 30mm yun3 dug in at Rabeul Pass, These guns

J
)

e oswl. L0 rangt of Lue 3/PVvs zun sizhts, dut ene was effectively silenced,
2t casi e Cempany withdrew with the tanks te ferwsr pesitiens., There had
20 ne cas alties,

Frea F-wruary 3 te February 7, "A" Cempany socupied ferward pesitions
at T-7557 wafere daylight and remained im pesitiem during the day, withirews-
ing te T-72"3 during darikmess, Frea February 8 te February 13, the OCespany
Was in pesiliem between Djebel Ksaira and Djebel Gavet Nadid furmishing amti-
Lar sreteciien te the artillery amd m.' During the peried the Capamy
wa3 nder enamy "eeounter battery® artillery fire daily, 4s the mem dug in
"3ix feet mder?, me casualties were sustained,

The Cermans breke threugh the pass mnjobol n-uuf. -nmn
krouta with tanks and artillery at 0730 heurs, They swept areund Laseewds
frem the west Le surreumd the memtain, easis, and a1 t.‘rup in the vieimity,
The Ond Pla‘eca Was overrun by tanks and drivea frem their ferward pesitiems,
»ut 2ot before they had destreyod three or mere ememy tanks, Oaly twe 75m
3/P guns and a few peeps wore able Lo sxtricate thamsslves, It, Arwbruster
%as wounded in actien, .t ,

"A" Cempay, less the 2nd Plateen, meved eut with the tanks te meet the
enewy armor which was sweeping ;lo\tthl‘tt'fl‘MM&lﬂM“.

"A" Cempany was on Lhe right flank of "I" Cempany, 3rd W-, lst Armezed
Aeginent and took up pesitiens im the high greuwsd east of the Lasseude-3Mdi '
Bou Zid read, Here, an attack ef about 30 Mark IV tamks, which had debamehed
from Faid Pass andmre'-oingwst e the Faid-Sedguia read, was met, 'A' S
Campany opened fire at 200 yards with all guns, imeluding small «dsis, uiu-y
energed from the cactus. The German celumm eof tanks lﬂ“ to their laft M -
(south) and overran the Cemsamy. Three ef eur 7%m S/P's nd twe 3Twm 3/P's
were hit.by tank fire and expleded and burmed, The Cempany withdrew and was
reassembled seuth of the' Sidi-Beu Zid-Malmassy read, A withiremal seuth amd

west of Sidi Beu Zid teward Kem's crassread was them begum, and the oelxmm 9’1
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was bembed and straffed just west ef Jidi Beu Lid. The last TSam o 'F' and
n&i.ntcnnoo trucks were lest im this incident, ‘A" Cempany then turmed
seuthwest and cressed the wadi seme t'wo ad 2 half miles eff., 3ix encuy
tanks were c:,gh}od ereeping acress te the frent, All fire pewer sene, the
Cempaxy halted, and the men disperved and were made te lie dewm in the green
field, The oxnamy tamks passed by nd'attachd the main celum whioch had just
boen loft,

The ceursge and leadership shema by lt, Celemel Hightewsr during the
Light was superier and eutstamding. His bravery im placing his cemmand tank
botween the main retreating celum and the Six ememy tanks mextiened abeve
was a netable feat deserving of the kighest praise. The enemy tanks were
lnetked eut and the remainder ¢f the celum was saved,

The *A" Gempaxy celum, whieh had meanwhile celleeted vehicles and
persemnel frem several wits, cemtimued te Werk its way tewand Kem's cress-
resd, The Cempany's leases fer the day censisted of twe effiocers captured
and eme officer beth weunded and missing in asties, five enlisted men idlled,
six esptured, and 12 mem missing in astien, Veldeular lesses were six 75em 5/P
gms, twe 37mm S5/P gums, feur M-2 half-tracks, three 3/L tem A4, 11 1/k ten
truoks, and ene 2 1/2 tem maintenance trusk, |

On February 15 asd 16, "A" Cempany was erdered te eecupy the pass at
T-4562 and pietect the seuth flank, This pesitien was eccupied prier te
daylight after the Cempany had meved oﬁt at 6400 heurs, 'l'hane was ne enemy
groumd astivity and ne enemy tanks were ebserved in the passes,

The rest of the 7¢01st TD Battalien jeined "A" Cempany in its pesitiems
on ‘tho afterneen of Juwary 16th, and "A" Cempany reverted te Battalien contrel,
At 2000 heurs the same day, an erder was received te withdraw te a pesitien
nertheast eof Sidi Beu Zid, The withdrawal was made while furieus fighting was
taking plac. en the Iusm-siﬁ. Beu Zid read,

#* % ¥ H & K % ¥ F ¥ ¥ H W * * K ¥ *
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0P I0US 5F TUE 7c15T TANK DESTROYER BATTALICH AT SIDI BOU ZID-3BEITLA
FROM FEBRUARY 1l TO FESRUAY 18, 19L3 ~

~
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After the epsratien at Saned the Battalion had withdramn to the Dws
Chebka area under orders from II Cerps ileadquarters, On February Sth ; \
Combat Cesmand "™D" (of 'u‘hicvh the Battalien was a nart) was ordered te |
meve frem Beu Chebka te the Thelepte area; attached te thé 26th Cembat
Tean., But en the 1lth ef February the Battalion was relieved frem as- %
siganent te CC "D and was assigned te CC "C" wader ceammand of Colansl
Stack of the 6th Armered Infantry., The Cembat Cemmand Headquarters was
at Hadjeb E1 Aleus. “C" Cempany, 701st T Battalien was assigned te the
Kern feros (12 miles frem Seeitla em the Faid read). This left the Bat-
talien with Headquarters Cemsany, Recemnaissance Cempany, and "B" Cen-
paxy ("A" Cempamy having bewa previeusly assigned te 00 mA" at Sesitla),
The Battalien meved and arrived at Hadjeb El Aieum em the 12th where it
was rejeined by "B* Cempany for the first time sinece Octobor of 1942,
N.I. ("C" Cempany drepped en route te the Kera ferce), 'M m-.tm-
toek pesitiens eppesite German pesitieas at Femdeuk ol Okl and OP's
were estahlished, Om the evening ef February 1M, werd arrived that
a German attack was te be expacted the fellewing day at either Piche,
Fomdouk, er Faid, Thus, the Battalien was alerted te meet any attack
acress the valley frem Femdeuk., Ne attack materialized. Areund 1300
heurs, hewever, reperts arrived ¢f a German attaek agd.nstA CC "A" im
the vicinity of Faid Pass and Sidi Beu Zid, This attack was a definite
success, and CC "A" was d.ciainiy defeated, MNany American infanti'ym

ST

and tankers had been surreunded en Dj. Lasseuda, It was cxpoct‘d that
the Germans weuld centinue. their drive in the directien of Seeitla te
further press the retreating CC "A", Thus, GC “C" was alerted and was
erdered teo attack frem the merth t;o flank the Germmans at Sidi Beu Zid,
CC "C" meved frem Hadjeb El Ajoum and arrived at an assembly pesition
two mlles nerth of Dj, Ilwa frem whence they expected ts launch £heir 00]

attncl:: the fellswine day, Racomnaissance Cemvany, 70lst U 2attalien,
e RITCECTTY T T,
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furnished ni,kt. patrels surreunding the Cembat Ccma.nd ‘Biveuac area, At
07CC heurs the Cembat Cemmand celumm, with Recennaissance Cempany eof the

701st TO Battaliom in the lead, meved out in the direction ef 3idi Beu Zid

(Becennsssance Cempany had the nissien of previding recennaissance for the

~entire Cembat Cemnagd - an impessible missiem). "B" Cenpany was erdered to
"fellew the attack ef eur tanks clesely, Lt, Cel, King and elements of the

staff neved ferward te "‘estab]isi an OPF te fellew the battle., The Germans
had net pressed their tactieal advantage ef the previeus day, but' had with-

dramm and. rcninod in the iu.i Beu Zid ares, preswashly te amnikilate the

dmsrican ferces’ trappod en DJ, Lasseunda and Dj, Ksaira, Thus, the attack
was launched by CC "G" u:{cuy oast acress the plains tewards Sidi Bew Zd.d. ,@,.,#w
701st TD Battaliem pretesting tha ht and loﬁ" flnh of the Cembat Cem-
mand, In the vici.nity o‘(Sidi Beu eur armer Was talen under extremely
heavy artillery and uti—tnk f.re, an\ sould net advancs, Thus, during |
the aftermeen, the situatien was Mic,\‘}tith our treeps umder centinual
heavy fire, , V

At 17C0 heurs the Germans ceurter attagksd frem three directions (frem
the north areund Lasseuda, frem the gouth in*phe directien of Malmassy, and
from Faid Pass) and forced a withdrawal ef thé"gnt;re Cembat Cemmand, The

German attack zathered mementum and a large portiu of the ferces withdrew
witheut regard fer order er dilcipliho. By Cembat Gu-mi ordsr a defen-
sive pesition was established abeut 12 miles east of i&eitia in the vieini-
ty of Dj. Hamra, The defensive line held here, and by dark the Sidi Beu Zid
area was '"Ne Man's Land", shelled by the artillery of hotfi_foﬁbu. The en-
tire area was lighted by the fires ef many, many burming tanks, Ome "BY
Cemsany 7Tmm ‘P and ene Recenpnaissance Cempany half-track had seen lest

in the day's activities. The day of February 16th was spent in organizing
and correlating the defenses eof the. positien, "A" Cempany mjo:inul the .

Battalien, and with che re-assizrment of "C" Cempany (all due to the al-
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serption .r CC #gn hy&..n s .f cc w Gemoral MoQuil.an in conmand) the

Tattzlien was again te eperate as a c)uple‘te wit, The Battalien was assigm-
©1 %2 aissien ¢f the nretectien of 7 miles ol right flank of the Cembat Cem-
aand in ie vicirdty ef Dj. Hamra (again an impessible missiem for with the
aumber ef guns remaining in the Battaliem at this time, it was impessible te
atejuately cretect such an area), "A"', WP®, 1Cn, and Recemmaissance Uempanies
sor2d cut and teok pesitiens around’_laoc heurs, At 1205 heurs, "B7 Gempany '
r:perted the appreach of enemy tanks, and teek the necsssary actien - the
Leins withdrew, In the afterneon, the cesmand greup moved frem the biveuas
area nortwvest of Sidi Beu Zid te Dj, hamra, The Celumn was straffed em
route bub thers were ny casualties, Abeut 1900 heurs Germaa celwmms agaia
bezan to attack, One arsered unit attacked frem the mertheast mnd amether
sbraizit from 3idi Beu Zid tewards Seeitla, inte ths meuth ef the valley
wlwr L8, Har va (anether enemy armered greup meved ferward em the right
flank of the 70lst TD Battalien, was ebserved, and the platesm ef It.
Acaani, "C" Cempany, was sent ferwird te engage armer which had turmed
‘rem the celumn teward the Battaliem a-=a, These tanks withdrew, but the
Larze snemy celwnn nnved inte the hills te the seuth), The enexy was en-
sazed in the fir: of our tanks amd artillery, wut comtimued te advamce,
Lt, Cel, King reported te CC A" fer orders;, The Battaliem had met Yet
cagag @ the enemy frem this pesitiem and darimess seen clesed cutting dewmm
«11 sbservation, 3eem machine gun fire (identified te be German) was heard
in tne valley, and the tempe of the artillery fire increased. By mew tl®
175 Jews, were laring direct fire am the advaneing enemy tanks, The attaek
<44 osunceds and our units in the valley were driven te the rear. The
7°7ah I Battalion had received ne erders, and the situatien had new becems

‘-,acur'ed that ic was net pessible fer the Battalien te engage the ememy,

< olists, Murphy anc Zmat, Battalien ruides en the Sidi im 24d~Sheitla

rewiy mhlarned on foet at 2200 heurs and teld ef the advance of German tanks
ook vadlley - bhelr cycles 144 heen swermm and they had escaped and made
Crirowas oack be the Jathalien arma and renerted, Thus Geman treeps

win o Llires sidecs S Babtalian, and on the lef. flank had penetrated ,5\
TOEIC 7~ v TTEYT™.
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q,u,n'nnes pASE Lue . ,_\)t«.ﬂ.i\on area up the valley in t. direction of Jeeitla.
Lt. Cel, King haf net returned fren the Cemkat Ceemand Headquarters { i i3
was nev imyessible feo= him io de se), an tieretore kKajer Tardy, - 'hiiiion
Desutive, teek charge and upen his erders units were nxlared Le ave sor~
arately in a gemeral naviimerte~l - 17 . ohion smeuling the tank batlle now in
progress between eur tanks and the enemy te cur rear, in the directicn of
Swéitla. As the nighc was 3e dark, and the situation se ebsoure, Majer Tardy
folt that 1t weuld Be 1l§ossible for the Battalion at that time to a3sist in
the battle, and he deemed it noccssar& te zet the remaining guns safely behind
eur ewa lines, "B" ccupaiy could net be centacted by radie and "aA" Cemmany
celumn was ordersd te warn "B" Cempany patrels ef the withdrawal, Jt was
necessary fer "A® Cempany te destroy ene half-track, which was ;inus a traex
At 2250 heurs a last atteipt was made te w::nf“B" Cempany by radio, buh witheul
success, Cemmand Greup moved eut with Lt, Merrisen in the lead; and the colimm
»receeded seme miles in a wester_y direction avoidins the tank battle or “he
right flank, The 5-3 half-track, with Lt, Waters, led the second column,follc.i-
ing 4he "A" Cempany celumm. This group skirted ile feethilis follewing an ai-
mest due north direction with enemy action and mevements about 1600 yards to
the right, A third greup, led by Lt, Smith of Recennaissance Cem any, 2+ reic:-
ed even cleser te te battle zreund, The 5-3 half-track becam~ inejerazive ..
was destroyed, with files transferred te thr Chaplain's wvehicle., The nit Urie-
pany celumn reached Skeitla as the enemy began shelling the tewm [er: oo
much cenfusien on the read, and Major Tardy and enl’ iin’ -en 7 % oatddl
attempted te estahlish erder amcnz the retreating weidcles a1 Yy - aacel o
reugh the tewn. Then, kajer Tamdy and Cast. wray w=nt e htoregh Lhe ton “
select a Battalion assemdly area for the re-greuring of the elemenis. Mat
celumn pulled inte this assemd¥ly are: 1t 0110 heurs en February 1l7th, ail &
thin line of taniks an® 7Smm 3/P's were strung acress the valler ©ir 2 Lisy
ditch fizht sheuld the enemy break throug’ Sbeitla, at this tine the wuaud-

tion dump in Skeitla was en fire. Lt, Col., King re:art i ta CC ra’ o ovlevs

_ - Sy
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i .L ng Oapu E&n‘ &LCM]HQ \tnt with Lt. Gel, Mng

< Najer Tardy ro-en*ered Sseitla at 0215 heurs, and teek \, -lnfensive uosi

Liensg oo Bhe right flank,

In the seantime the celumn under Li, ieriiden had jeined writh 'l 10V
Ceapany colwan undar Captaim Redding., This greup reachnd a painl Suie Liree
miles seuth und cast of Jveitla, ‘There the celumn halted in unier te atbemnt
te contact friendly wmits (the celumn cemaanders knew nothin: of {,‘}1e Jlua-
tien, they were eut eof radie centact WRioh hac net ween regained, and 4id
net wish te endanser the selumm »y entering -Sbei‘-bla wntil it had been as-
certained whether the tewn belenged to the Americans er the Jermans. Alsoe;
this celumm was fer ali purreses still im the rear ef enexy lines, and as
the nizht was dark, and as they had ne-centact witk friendly units, it wa3
felt that taking the celumm further in the directien of friendly treeps
weuld result in wringing them under fire ef friendly ums)., Lt. herrisen
and Capt, Redding attempted te centact Divisien Headquarters efferingz the
services of the remaining six guns (7%m 3/P's), dut were teld tefget off
the net®, They then centacted Cembat Cemmand Headquartars and received
orders te taks up defensive pesitiems em the far side ef the valley ( it
was impessidle fer the guns te assume these pesitiens fer it would necessit.-
‘ate the entire group sassing directly threugh the German pesitiens), Thus,
it was decided te set up 'a static defemss in the presemt pesitien and amit
te develepments of the merning., #ith dam ¢he celumn azaim meved in the
directicn of Jbeitla, and entered the tewm, finding it deserted., There,
the greup centacted Lt. .col.. King and was 1ad inte the Battalion assenbly
arca, . A

On the merming ef the 17th, CC "B" of the 1st drvored Uivision meved up )
e cover the defenses of Jemitla and CC "&i" #n:t inte u defensive pesitien
some t. ‘ee niles west of the ftown. 701st Tu 3attalion was azaln attashe: ¢,

CC "G" te cover the withdrawal ef the Jivisien. 3y 160¢ heurs an artiller:
dusl was in pregress, Znemy airoraft wambed and straffed the Arcrican s

R e3i-

‘tiens uni traffie on the main Kasserine-sheitla read was
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the meming, ly 1200 .. cS enemy u-tillery was nﬂ.ag &.ntox\-battory - In-
erican usitions in the vicinity and a sgeneral withdrzm was erdered, 70lst
O Battalion was assigned the rear guard missien. At 1345 heurs the last of
the Battalien withdrawal celumms of the night befere (Lt, Smith's and Swmmer's
plateens ef Recenmaissance G-panj) were reperted safe, Througheut the after—
neen CC "C" withdrew, The guns ef the 701st cevering the-wit}xlrawal by leap~
freging. The Cembat Cemmand withdrew te pesitiens seme 12 miles -west of Seeitla,
wut at 1849 heurs erdsrs were issued fer a further withdrawal (the tewn ef i
Shéitla was new in the pessessien of the enemy apd German Recennaissance patrels
had pushed ferward some mine miles eut of Sheitla), OC "G" be~an further with-
drawal at 1930 heurs with the 7olst again im rear guard, At 2100 heurs the
Battalien wemt inte biveuas 10 miles nerth ef Kasserims, Further meve was
made at 6615 heurs em February 18th whem the Battaliem left the biveuas area
heading nerth teward Ghala im a slew meving celumn, and thence seutiwest te
Tebessa and inte biveuas 15 miles seuth of Tebessa cn the Ferians read, This
day L&, Gex's platesm of "A" Cempany, belisved lest ia the first day ef fight-
ing at Sidi Beu Zid, returned te the Battaliem after kiking Lo miles (platesn .
suffered cemplete less of equipment),

Thus, endsd the Sheitla affair,
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The 7Mla'. remained atbached he

wgupu the oubc.one at Kas‘;-erino
CG "A" in divisiem reserve ( missien - te defend the sovthers x { ~naberm
appreaches Lo Tebessa), and CC "B" ioved eut for Kasserine,
On February 22ad CC "A" was alerted fer movement in any vejuired 4i-
- restim &nl' at 1900 heurs received erders te meve te Thala area (althouz’
werd -t M q- threugh of GC "Bla" successful ceunter-attack azaina® .
. l“l'l fM at Kasserine). It was an extremely difficult mareh, last-
' ing 1h 4/2 l.qn ever wuddy and treachereus reads, but the Battalien arriv-
W66 n tie Thals arvea at 6930 heurs em February 23rd (missien -

anoe),

ot e (no nissien ‘or dnstintbion had been given), On
)h Battalien again pulled inte the EL ka E) Joied area,
hese It was theught that the enemy had pulled wavk aleng the
Wisfea lime, Thus, all was quiet for the next week, excest fer
pttroll te the seuthsast by Recexnaissanee Cempany and the Lwe ma.:mir
gums of Capt, Whitsit's plateca of up w B-pmy.
~ On Mareh lth, Recemnaissance Cempany was assigned the nissien/of
recemmaissancs te the seuth in the Meulares - Tamerza - Negrine area,
| l&‘lltd.ning centact with the French Headquarters at Cheria. Thi= ve-
cennaissanve was of nete in that' it was perhans the lengest dis’ance
severage of any recennaissance missien assigmed to any American unit
i the Nerth African Campaign. The oampany establsshed its om supply
base at )ir-ei-Ator, Algeria, and Cempany isadquarters at Kaulares:
Tumisia, and initiated recemnaissance patrels inte the surreu~éing
" areas, Omguck y~trel, umder Lt, Swmmers and Lt. M. 3sith, reached
as far seuth as Lefta, then te Tezseur (which )wl been evacuaisd -}
the Italians seme twe heurs befere hand)., The patrels reaned a5 far .
te the seutheast as the Chett Djerid, where they feund the read to
Kabill impassable, Returning te base, they btummed eustivid %, .ci-
laoud amd Prillipe-Themas. Here tec, they mbapsd <o g ms - o /1(;,
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Ce o te o afher evas u&tior by thae e"xe“vy.

AT memine 3 .mrc mma.nrr wds recall~d +o she 1 La 1 Ablo(\ area on Laroh
1osv It i3 ¢f interest to nete that the cammunications set - «f tie 77750

was dejaate for leng range recennaissance -mi.ssion te which it wva3 assigie
iad distance frem the Battalien Tto Recennaissance Cemaany was 102 miles

Ath several intervening meuntain 'ra.nge.a‘ and ’t.he. Battalien CemmandaAr as

al. ne time out of cemmmnicatien with his Récoxmaissancqtu,pmyu

"I“'\' "‘J'.{lhm was usipod Lo Cembat Cemnand " undor Celenel .itack,
Sele, -th armered Infantr_y Rsgiment  en March 13th, and meved te a new biv—
ouac area at the 'eatem ond of the Kasserine v‘alloy (Tunisia map. ooordinafe
5 7075)e mr= the leng awaited equipnent-a.rx‘ivod, for 26 new 75mm 3P's were
a2loted Lhe a;ttan._n.. . Unfertunately, die te Blackwut driving, and the slis-
~ry, muddy meuntain reads, tﬁ of t;rxe new ,-,;tms were evortmmd,b dut the re-
maining 24 were assigned upen arrival, o

II Ceres mody ready‘ te resume the .offcna.ive, and en March lhth nAn
Cempany was assigned to the 311 Battalien. 13th Armered a.ginent (Ianson
Ferce) and neved te an area a.bout 3 nilos wost of Sweitla, .

On Xarch 15th the Battaliem was relieved frem assignment te the 1st
Armored Divisicn, and temperarily #3signed te the U,S, 9£h Infantry Divi-
sien, This terminated an attachment dating back te the astivatien ef the
Battalien at Fert Knex Kentucky, "A" Cempany was called back Le the Bat-
talion and the 701st meved frem the 1at Armered Divisien area en the 17.h
of March en route te defensive pesitiens in the vieinity ef Thelepte air-
sort ( mission - te cffer icf_enso for the airfield., As a aeoondarir Yissien
the Battalien used this poried te allew persemmel te adjust themselvas t,o

their nevi_weazens) ‘ _ _ ]

n March 19th the planped II Cerwes defensive bo.ga.n. Tha Gih Infantry
Divisien remained in reserve, On the 23rd of March the 7rlst was assizned
te the U,3, 1st Infant>y Divisien, in the vicinity ef El Juettar, Thae
Battalien was te rexlace the 601st TD Battalien, whose ranks had Leer de -

leted in tle recsnt Loltle sith the Terman 06 anzer D +isien
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CPAMTIO.S CF T .4 70137 YAk JISTACT.IA LATTALIOT

Period - 2l karch 1943 te 11 Aurii 10L2: 31 Tiesiar

The 7013t T.J. Battalien was new detachel froz %', gtk Infantry Di-
visien am aﬁtachod te the 1st Infantry Divisiox;. , ant the warch to ‘Jafsa
began. A ruisance raid by twe snmy twin-engined Lbrrbers halted t‘;.e celun
fer 3 while, Flares were drepped € L18 read 7a3s hembod amd straffed ab-
out 1 1/2 miles west of Gafsa, Thure were ne oasualties. hewnver x:d tho
dattalien arrived in an area tirce miles east of Gafsa. I ro, at 0210 heurs,
Maroh 24th, the 701t Tank Destreyers biveusssd fer the mizht.

3y 0910 hoursf all exeext for the trainms. were ready te neve again
Lt, Cel, King led the cex.ey in his nalf-4rack, Thc¢ cempanies fell intc
iine and 16ft 28 was must cenvenient frem the Wiveuac peirts, The Bat-
talien rede approximately tem miles te the destinatien five miles east
of XL Guettar, Rere th. ’0lst relieved “he (Olst Tank Justieyur Dattalien,
and teek up their vacated defoasive pQS'it-ir»v in the Djebel KL Ark are;,

AL 1045 heurs, eremy -uns -tarted sholling the 7018t pesitiens but there
were ae casualties |

Pivisien crdered Rscenmaissance Cempainy te functien as femrard sbserw-
erz Tuis had heen requested- y:rsenally by Genoral. itresevelt of the 1=
Infantry Jivisian Lt Seith and Swmer wrent out ~ud see tted an vnemy
vesitien Qr 5 zertars  This inferi-aitien wes Juickly sent te Lt, Clarke,
relayeé te Lt, Cal <fine in his half-irack C.P . and thun »assed en ¢
a 155 batbterr asii-ied te tids fire r'ssien, The rertars had baen
shellin~ anythinr coﬁin: thﬁu;h the wass :hich led te the cneny held
valley heyeud  After several reunds, the onemy nertars were reperted

effoetivei:r 3ilsnead.,
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a ‘3‘1‘.~;;‘1;' dup wad aext reperted, aad it turned eut te be an wammition dump
5 therv was o terrific explesien whem ene ef our shells drepped in for a
clear ity Anetier 7mm position, .,ontming three or four enexny mertars,
e Lhen uncov}red. This m\} very umfertumate eccurrence for ihe sccupants,
A Tew shells were directed inte this t.a.rgeé and 301 vau quiet im this pes tiem,

Under the co'nrl of darlmess",‘ infautry tanks, ~“nd seme artillery moved
tireugh the Baitalien ar 3 te take wp new resitiens, .hir nevenert was cever-
=2 by Cire frem the hiavy guns in the rear, RPuring the night, n mexy plane
irepped fiares and tried ve dm five, but the M treeps m him hv
rei\wmc te ‘spen wp,
| Threugh the early umin; hours of M 27k, Di'dli.. trm.mv looph
up ‘a barrage te cever the ferward mevensat of twe bDattaliems of infantyy,
eae battalien ef .-.angers, and a battery of artillery, wnu-; duels ead
ferrard i'zra.ntt'y act'.hn broke out in the aftermeen as a message w Mﬂ
wamin; the Battalien te be alert fer poas:!blo nexy M m. o

Frea 1615 heurs te 1715 heurs, Battalieh pesitiuns were siplled by the
;norvg ‘The deep wadis and gu.uiea p!‘.ﬁ“‘ oxoei.lq,t m...-hr the -
troad., but feur casualties were sustaffiéd and eme pup ul RM m.
Jeltazen ard Renine were killed, and Rob‘r}l ad M‘r- nn M a1 .
these men were Zrem “BM Cmpa.ﬂ. '

he te the excellent werk and results vof our recemniassance '-1-“
and perfect functiening ef ou'r cmicatias\m‘of relaying Slfiﬂ-
tien te higher headquarters and arzillery batteries, the 0.F, Doogms &
ririature cleairing-heuse 'of infermatien threugheut the Wt.

On Larch 26th, eur foroos wre shitod during the merning hlu‘ h
canzelidate pesitiens, Little activity was neted, Widle lw “ :
created a nild sand stom, Lt, Cel, King tnv:hd ‘e Divilin Lor mif'}
Cn i3 return the C.P, hummed with activity as efficers ef the Battaliem
were calird te receive instructiens, Infermatien was te bs ebtaimed fer

wmits ef 'he 15t Infantry Divisien, At 2000 heurs, enexy artillery shvlls A
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.1:0 peanding the n;l dbeut 100 yards te the rign~ ef the (.P.

| Yows that the Bltm was new a part ef the 1st “onk jestreyer Iy ,
o operete wnd r 1ts direstien, was received en larch 2znd, ‘fwireve.; Lar
status wita the 1st lafaatvy Divisiem remiined umaffected, The Cemand Grou:
wuanmdwmr.n. Greup, and the whele Battalien, with tie lave
mdm was dispersed threugh the a~oa of DJj, &1 Ank valle:

b fdl.lln m, Defore dawm,ld 0sl . X2ng,Lt, Morrisen; and seme +*
ih officere of !.)m apd othere reached a ferwar edservation p.-. *
-lmv.w;mrhﬂnwmmamubo

' Mnmmwm forees, The missien of the TOlst 7.0,

: 0! m“ w ‘ m sverhsad, Roperts of satisfastery pregress
”M‘MWQ&L‘I sedtere of the frent came im as Ly, Cel.
mwn-mmmm Amerioan treeps remewsd the effen-
m..um-uw. Again L4, Cel.King and others wamt te the oP.
58 1455 hours, Ne-109's, rnh-l‘ultﬂa, and %ukas swegped dewn te bend

- and PtEaLo e Battalien axva, seneentrating mear tho Command Ureup read,
20mm shalls auf machize gw fire damaged three mbulances and a truek, A
wornded nan wan killed and a driver was weumded in enc abulance hile ciyht
sthers worn weunded in 4he ethe» wohielos, Alldad fighters interrupted ..o
vaid and doglfights resulted, Omu Pecke-Wulfe 190 amd an ke-109 were demed
in a trail of mmeko, Ne Allfed p,la.uos\'wem lest, Lt. Col. King returned
with kis assistants, and 1t was learmed that emery tanks had attacked amd
sttempted te reak threugh $he pass seutheast ef the Cemsand Greup lecatien
in the Seuth valley, T area was held by the 9th Infantry Divisien and
1-£ T.D,Greup, 2nd the adtack was repulsed, In the meantime, "B" Cenpany
had been detailed te previde patrels and a 1istening nest “er the 18tr
Cembat Tesm, o
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CF te 2 spst mere fermvard. At 0810 heurs, 2 fli;'d ¢I en= plarss raare.
everhead and cut leec¢ nith ma hine cun fire., o enc wa3 injured, but siit
trefiches were kept busy as air activity centinued threugh the day. "C' Cw.-
sany hgd reved ferward with advancing American infantry to pretect thelr f2auc
Lt, Lewis® Plateen shelled enemy artillery and infantry in Sakket Vallay, west
of Sakket, as it alsc ebscrved fer the rear artillery. UA" Cempany al3se be-
case active whem it was ziven the detail ef patrelling ard uoting as a listen-
ing pest fer the 18tk Cembat Team, Znemy planes renewed their activity ia

the nerning of the fellewiny day, Flarss and bembs were drepjed te the rear
~{ the Battalien area. dDul, m> ene was .njured, -Lt.. Cel, King ad the ebser-
vatien greup ceniiwued +e -1sit the OP during the day. With "A" Cempany being
shelled and intense air astivity all .a.ftonm by tho enexy secking te ferret
eut Anerican artillery pssitiens. the Battalien had an exesedingly busy time,
levever ne dwnge Was sustained, At 1910 heurs eizht Ju-88%s attacked the
neighbering artillery area, Twelve Jpitfires caue sweecping out of the clewds
and sped aleng te chase the fleeing Junkers inte a flight ef patrelling B-lio's,

‘In the resu.iting deyfiznt three enemy planes were sent dewn im flames witheut

less te the Allied fizhter.craft. ‘Our ebservers and recen.aissance wissiem
efficers returned to give the tallies fer the Battalien?’s day, Twe eﬁuw
gun pesitiens had beem silenced and enc vehicle was destreyod. Anetier ve-
hicle had been damaged, ‘ '

At 2215 heurs, a nmessaze was received frem lst T,D,Ureuy infermimg tie
701st that 100 eneny wehicles, including twe batteries of field artilléry and
tanks, were siLJderved meving nerthwest en the trm lezvine the Gabea-ﬂn.tu .
read at Y-5363, One Cempany and an attached plateen frem Recennaissance Cem-
pany were sont te the vicimity ef Y-3963 fer ceerdinatien with the 16th In-
faptry. Its nissier was te prete: - the rigkt flank ef the 1lst Infaniry Di-

le3ss a placeen
—isien azainst armered attack, Anether cempany/was neved * ' o vicinity ef
the cressread at Y-2373, widle the plateen went ints pesitien en ~-: 1.4-h

[ RS §

[os 2 in.th iy :
sremnd in.the vicinity ef Oued 31 m’ddab"P‘plGrT YT V\\
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Pevrier = Adril 19 - Lay 9, 1943: lerth Tunizian ssster

, Lt, Cel, Kinz returned frem II Corps ~adjquartors, nowly established
near Boja, en April 19th, where he hafd, on tho arevicus day, renerted after
the Battalien hed been alerted for a zeve, Deu Chobia was 1eft behdmd 4. a
trail of dust as Recennaissance Cemyany led the march fellewed by Headquurters,
up cmraay, "B% Cempany, “0" Ceupaxy amd trains, 4An aocident en rquie result-
odhwm\uyhu. Renani of Q'W nﬂhmrmwdtoahonim.
At (u:kthomm pmunuuaumm ammmmre,
xiles seuth of lcl Calle, & Mm )ﬂ on the Algerian ceast, The
Right passed witheut incident, lltw W Planes flew sverhsad
during the ni;ht. mwnmmmuwln ntamymvi-
sien mrmmmmmmm

| The fellewing dsy = advanoe detail trevelled te IX Oerps am 1st In-
fantzy Divisien Hesdquarters with Li, Cel Kins and there reeeived inttruo-
tiens fer a neve of the Battalien and prenaratien fer the all sut attack
Thus, the Battalien neved eut that nizht and arrived at a biveuas area ar-
prexizately nine mile’ nertheast of Beja at 0500 heurs, Trains fell eut to
biveuac twe niles east of Beja, and "0 Capaxy was sttached te the 26th
Infaitry derinent which preeceded t‘mn te frent line peositians nﬂ';;?: ef * .-
Battali'cn are. Lt Cel. Kiny and ot!xe'ra in the advance dstaidl rejeined
the Z:attnlie.n wid 2 furthsr reve was :zav'.e at 1900 heurs te %he Di.r 3eu ischin
arza, as-rexirab~l;m 12 iles nertheatt £ Baja., T™e cegpanies teek u;:
their .e3iticns, wv’ *a antire Battalién was erdered te causuflage amd ir
in, Ia tis neantine, the trains had meved inte the vacated wheat field,

Cn A-ril st the 15t Battalicn; 13th Arnered Zezinot, m;& ene platecn

ef 4z 1ith Ariered anzineers were attacﬁei te the camand +f LY Cel. ni:-,
©and all wers athactsi e S0- 134 Infantry Hvisdon in eyt o0 the 08,

Ceobat Te o, Te C1l+v sexmdaz 2 tra-ic dnel'e 4 aoapss? e o0
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. S S Loyt oL cemmananrs of ‘.‘.-c. 13t Armiored dszirent
ol cesunaciterd o L0 tve Mweenst, Tue .:ca'cutiw orf-
wor Sl oweun el Ye e cermayr cyzianders rere Xdlled  In
. y L0 75 125 epeed heary abillerr fire te our ssutheast.

Tk rgeckoziny oms netief ul"‘ all Ju; 23 American bembers and fishter

Iooroue oer ghe frect,  Thare was w i of sy Nlaned.
AT (O Tiars A i) 23, \.ll II Cor::: Jriillixy wmeut ito action siit‘\
nordlls harrsge  The iafantry cev L fermard te attaok -3 b 350 under ‘bb
CoLlet fare Sf b artallerc, and ens oor.mnv of tanks; the m‘i b-t
cemnags-aice and "A" Cempanies supperted the asssult. I, M tf m
natniiccs was im 1daisen Tith the 2nd Battalien ef the 18& m ﬁdﬂf ‘
£ab,0 o 2 recesnaitered in.this ocapaciby. Lt. MM“ m‘. o ’
vibisn ool arvy were em biv newly established 0? - mun 33?

Son caviig Zerward inte pQS‘l‘b-m, and case under
arers . Jde2umnt blen renerted t 1at thelr tanks were
2.miy 3Lell fire 2a the valley Letween Hills 350 a.n( ho‘l. )
irh o regasdbed an . the resalting firs was d.iractod threugh th. m ﬂ‘
L% LS wai 5 o7 b7 138 Arnered leziment as ferward ebserver, . Mix
c8 % 17 Laules were redcusi by this means, Later in the day mn m ﬂ

izh Vo OF wet Joacated wa3 thelled by the Germans,
At 1830 heurs, Celenel #. J, Thaqsm Arxy Oreund Ferces m,

Lut bt o frep dRrvingnem, 2,C,, arrind te nete tb mt “- m }

oy .‘.' Soemr et Aa aear later hli.l‘ Pattersen of the Mm m \

Loy e ce srve tae functien of eur Hattadien 0-’,; :

evo roaircurats afde’ 4 lively note te the pnond:inga. 4
tiagir ©oesey plases sexn Ly the Battaliea :l.n this de ﬂ.m
sroivaeast of Lo dattalien and attaoked with uachill zm Vd.i‘ ﬂl’.: ﬁﬂ'

cagiias ouws ciattered hacl, and the lazis 'ahnggol" back te safety.
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Cemmaissatce pateels reazed thay rx)ia Y ., .. v
azd the Lfriendly asvwaice? The Lallewii:-
Ly, kerrisex waz a: tle OF befer~ .13, : ST
erad eut  Lt. Juith recomeiter=d bt icitit S S
ta.k plateeas wont eut susgnerted Ly a4 cuite ItSecioyx Lo B T
Plateer of tanks went aast sf 411407 inte the nais a3 D3 Lt
sther precesied io the appesite side of BO7 thrausin L seutlnmut  oci W
Cempany sent a lﬂght pPlateen §. ;::atro- ad lecate =i.efi-17: 2 b7 o0 a0 ed
el Rexd ﬂﬁ.ﬂtthﬂ nars leains Le 311 388 L, Sxoirv voporhet Lol
that a2 xinefie d had bomn lecated 2t 1) 1;07 i tar v T‘?:.. o THR e
huublc bo ‘;‘ea!' Lt Clarke whe was 3:21lsd lawer i iin ., reg avis!
that ldbs &l.it and Kexnedy had reached ..,-ir abjectives oo wers Liersi.
fire o}.mcn;r 88is linding in the valleys.

A nine deS-ctor teax m abnaches 5o s P0ial Lyt LI Lo i
den, and it was ~laced Mtk bt &l 7'3 Geemudzszoes 2o L L oo

teawm swept a nin+ilisld at 456532 Lirings .o fhersan,

o
o
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t e
s
-
r
4
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~
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. Beperts of eno.y evacuatien had tor-d
Ou» artillery {irm “ad Ls:n vry :.fféc‘;i‘r? O Gaspa ool o
Lowaprd wesiticrs ah “ha ~a3s sevh o of Fo ot AN Gl o0 Lo T T
wlateens at 4SOuBL, NTILGG, WTWLTL At dari, . L L LAl L 3l ar oo

Reziment, was exderod relaeved /rin the 70153 o A Cor

Capiand Griup relled fsrmar! te a: o pevitien e a st ot

reacs, uc be ~ud and ~ines, Fadd 2 Lo Jetear S Tt v G
uerdjita. Trai: e iobe Srr eeritde. vicate Ly Seoliull G N

saze morminv  lecenmaiiti s Zrmagr 3. oval o e dn

its ebjective witheut centact “rity & =ayy, T

the tevrrai- a? lces U4, Cel, wnly 2 T2l 00 o
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c 1,o- Lovsstisatdon, A foa heard latoy, Joh Tur o Ars il N DY SR

rihanblien. el besn helpod T cvher mlui,e wcermadzcos et Lt 0o -
srabing in e ares of 101 :\39' vt Ly, Qdare mertel enemyy wmulel's Tio
LT 'atir, he agds’ that ds viadeles rrs Lrawing fire fro: Lo ﬂ'th.u o
A b, adtl r’e;.’ﬂe. that s cedls See tho ameks of tlie enemy cuns. AS
t:~ Avericun axtillery fire mas isculded; he piotted tie lecatien, ‘-'t,’
Ke:xedy had aswinhile centactad the 18th.hrzrrl‘-rx .&e:‘heut, tw nlateens
.f 331id infontry haviag ore~t £ rward te the 52 lize en 3ddi keftah. Ly,
Kenecy ro.erted beimg shellsd Ly eur ewn artillery, but was hapoily uninjured,
Ca A;74d 278% the 130 Aoacrst Yivisioe zoveld inds the Oth Infantry area
to 35ply armered protectien. "A" Cagpawy of tho 701st TJ Battaliem wus,
therefors, relisved frem tiis aissien and saifted te the west 1d nertinrest
of Djedel 'tm It. Smmmer was urdered te cextact the forwm clouenta of
tho 3t Iafntr] Bivisien, and 4. Kanody who had already centacted tiw
26th Iafuatry Zugizens, was semt tu thu 3Ltk secter by I8, Qlarkw., It wms
rejer « that Lt., dmith was rescunoitariag te the north and Rertheast ﬁhero
he reported emexy shellfire frem the same peints as the previeus day. A
shert tine later, Lt, Zemnedy was reperted te be umder ceatimu~us artillery
fire, but extricated himself frex this pesitiea a littlc later, .
Celexcl Theapsen left thwd Battalien te ze t; I1 Cerps, aux Lajer Iater-
sexn dejarted fer Yhe 13t Infantry JHvisien Jeadquarters. The relay cof a
teletyps 103336 frem Jemeral Bradley, IX Cerps, relieved lajor Tardy, 3at-
talien Zxecutivu Officer, frem t;'«o 701st aud assizaed hin Se the 6015y T
Jattaliea. Captain fedifng of "C" Cewpay wazs them ajpeintcsd 3ut: dion
&xeeative C'ffiaer. Lt, Childs reilaced Capt, lediins as eazimnding ~fleer
ef 'CY Cowpiny
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Colenel Givbs, 3-3, 1st Inraxtry Mivisten rofn. ™ol amo sugey o
the TOlst t: amw tiw 15tk htntrr Rogimeat at dark, "A" Gap.ay

smwummwmmmqmu Th: 16th was
P mumammtmth mmgmwmu,mwcw

‘ wmo: mmum m“ﬁﬂmu
uwwuthmtmmwmmmum
attacks, utmmw‘ﬂmtmummum
mmmmwmwmwmmum

- mmriuﬂmuubmnmwﬂ.}ldmmostm

able reads; aarrew, vuuag, ad gutted with eaemy mines. Our eagineers
madhu_r siter removing the nau, set, te werk wideming the reads and (’
£1111ing the heles; v the reads startsc 4o shew raried Lapreverent. “
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wy Voo WAw Tafartes Lrenam Tt NI,
w3ovles Jdarbrt ool sensaetsd bl 1ot Dafa tr . T 1T o
ale ty ush @l ofare t}:A retroaticz wocv o dnfonhr, o L UAY Sypuyy
Ly e tale oy ositie Loaa mapaaTh
Asril 28th saw Lt, hermica establishn . e o0 vt 0 D1 T v e
rrevigus day, Thers was sta 18 Latorference nitt L2 O .l o oLoxl'Cam
tien b7~ pllene exly Geulu “tlen . v, Imfastrr ac siesr by ot Aseric s
aer- vi.ertea frem thv O and v alvazol by viwse writs up bie slope af
U311 llly, walls the suk=it was teiag ahelled by eur artillory, =3 1%~
rerted ' \ | b

Cmdat Cmmiad "3" 30mp 30d of the 13th Amered ilgginent. 770th O
Sattalier. thy 27%h Pleld Artallery B ttlivn 1d omu cespsny of ch; 16th
dnginse.s with th) 3 Bitalien of th: 19t Amere! Regimint in veserw,
wae new adjceent te tho BAtalim | ' .

Ronnnalss-uee Oagany of ths 701st war quity sctive and iastrumental
i sycuring infermatisn of cunsidurable -Aue Li\n Smith Romer and
Koanedy receommeitored ¢ d-aw fire frem the .namy in erdur tou lecats their
zun3  Thiey als, ebserved sneuy xovemdnts ad triep o wmentratias, apd
rel.ged their infermetien thi'c‘&gh Lt Clasa > the Dattalion 88

lassizes frem 33 1st Imfantry Jvizien wor: re .ofived ud sent on
to tie cep aalcs te the effe:t that thd ehauy was sbazing seve 2]l ocewnter -
attacks a.id Hlab lu) 50 vekicles and semd tanks had besn lecated at SLSL
2k Cenzly M3 inferued LY our iafrurtry that easxy infantry wao 1n Iron.t
of'B" Ceuracy o3itiens, Artillery fire ea the read adjeinuig their area
w3 thea regerted by 3¢ Cempany, amd tho 'Ow;aﬁ' zoved te the viciuity »f

- Th. arerican advanod i s seoter rad faprled ever aliiort pmpuss-

Vil oreals, narrew, winding i pphted Al e sy tfnes U oo nl o

S

wanenialel - sIvor romeving e ut 181, 2, ko carg oflindir A Toas Lo (p

f11J4,:'_ Lo telrs L Ahe oot ssarte e Laaren ot
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T Qo et Do lariclr bu o 0T L aees wler aneny 3hellfire en
Lo = T i) tedt 0 Cur recemmadnca c2 21 art3 .ent out, but hJi

aeeren Tt aey trore oo, Eran 1iardshs of 3attalien 3-2 went en
UM et 1L eTTEPY e INUATOEHT anmy Tes3aAces, The86 Interesyts were |

et Lndist.] s be 3, 1st Dutantry Hvrisic, Text of 'cno nessaze revealed
oo b oed Darenthin Jattalion 1;3.8 20ving inte thw liue bm the 75%k
Infutry Aerizent wid S-e 1st apeathin 3attalien, M, Cal, King imquired of
F3 wesher Yo dnkoree,t o e.ony .@33a2z63 has ireven suffieiantly impertant
Se cintinus. e Was teld that lue bto these Lutercestiens twe enewy stitacks
hat teon ropelled. ditheut this infermatien of enemy planes, - the. m ,
2 'rithcraval ef cur fercss in these seol@rs might kave M my
. Air activity, both frieadly awdl exexy, was atb A M’“ '

.

teward :reny lines,

injuror bv. the ant.i-umt‘t ﬁrc. M. M gm t
4ue situatien in the secter, ' uma. that Hl)s !ao -l

clude " .u; to the wost sle e of M1l 176 en Djebal m, g ) |
rt o f 2520l Ans was a1se held with the intentien of tﬂd'n; uﬁﬂ M- -

ing cab te 502505, The 13th Imfantry Resiment vas i a 'bam‘pﬂﬂ.. -

the sefh 52 line, In addities, ems tank cup&v)th 1st Amaeed Dagin-

cab w3 elliag at WI5385,
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: sl 133 kel anm, 2 S R R =5 A TR Lol

T Tirr—itts ;;7%&.4&11;,_& R LA AR TR SN NI v
[l 223, Oeraen interve .tz “ior- S-S P Rt S S5 U S S S
A) duing the day,.

2) ozesy lansd ¢ o pver Jurin ) L. oAl oy Steg e e oo

Feokr-Wulfe: :d ..23gerselmitss, <t o8 L vdr s i U Mo

l\ﬁsﬁss. In the nfﬁ‘mnn, #3! Qempify Tegwrht what Ie 121090 o T,

wver the merhh 71opo of It Mafian,
My 1=t dawner with a2 w2y for obeoudos vizinilits, ooy MRS S

mt visie:: wa~ tee POST Lo 3ce dolsl vz, Heavy Catigs Yy o inrros

m banl, wut 1% maz u;os;ihle ta csetrtadn fhr 1gch sn U7 e eressc!”

As the Loz Yifted later i tho serif:ig, the OF o vwicel Vot Aoris

_ Bu 18th Infastry rensriec the balkd.s of "1 K9 b OSCT mwu, I+
‘the aftsrmesn, 16th Imfantry aentdencl . seunder-nbi . i

W

R R
s o abadet

s, hl Wai ud Jelm T, Deman imra assiqnel vl §etictomte A
&alien, mlneiding sent Y Gempany 1 o~r o L wisct Yo 1R R
‘, 155601, L5612, and the apireachinw read (muydta:ls feor “oav- 1,7y o oo
pesitions, M.tcnatc ~m posit.iona weee alse te be areviiod
ci-,m r-porht that feour wasdentified wlanes drezped beubs tv
f.hcir 1oLt on the n-r!:lmest slepe of 7111 409,
Visibility was again peer en the erniny of Lay 2nd, Jjehel T--%n
_oould net bo sesm at all, lLater en -ur ariillerr ms roparted % 2 “hell-
inz 411 558,
. A repert fram the 16t: Infasdr- 'acl red €.ut 4amip aimel -

that the Fer s had oined 711 732 0 0 Blen vaczated 36, It oo T

o S
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e cetoac™ o7 TN T oeden
The east . . o Jiobel Tadger g RN I ocuc oo,

Recemmaisaance an’ +ir 11 o cenandes tacd o b Lo Tucaiilter
Cerary sent te the vieindty af LSODL rveserte’ | orind o T TLT oo o
eden of the acarhy villaze, The A13th I, Do Tatholden of me o ol s o
feund {n the area, ‘

The 26th Infantry Bc:-.ﬁ.aont nev revegled that three or fewr n:{cf*;' PR
were ferward of Djebel Badger and shelling-Diebels Anz, Teuta and lodger,

An air recennaissaioe was requested, 3% Carmaxy of o TOLlst subsequently )
resertoc that these tanks were eut ef sizht ef their ebsorvatien, ,

‘1t, 31th reperted the fall 'af eremy Salls near M3 ehscrvatier nest
e then left for fmher recemnaissance xd discevered a S/P and "peep" do-
streyed Wy rines at 455995, The messirility ef a field of 300 mines ras
nextianed, and the results ef the darts recermaisoanse ziven, The 2md
')n.tt_alioﬁ of the 1568th Infantry Recinont vias perched en X1 609, The
13t Tattalien ef the 133rd Infambry Herinent was at 150612, ané the 2nd
Batt .;lon of the 26th Infartty Re-imzent mas at 113603, Ome battaliea ef
the 16th Infantry Regiment was en ML 523 with 2 cecpeany eut eof the 26th
Infantry en YL 531, "A" Cexppany ef the 213th T Nattalien was situated
at 438598, a Gernam OP had been lecated near the railread at L9515,

Lt, Glaris had reperted that all elements nerth ef the 62 line were
hestile, und a ze1sazo te all otatiens annewnced that 100 enery vehicles | .
were appreaching 5560 fyenm the east, | '

A G2 resert frem 13t Infantry Divisien cane in the fellewing ner=t r)
te place the lecatien of the 15t Battalien of the 16th Infantry en ML 558,
the lst Battalien of the 20th Infantry en Djebel Ans, and an e._acnt ef the
18th Infantry on MNjewel 2adger,
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A sectien of the Piemeer Plateen Was 3‘3‘@. te "CHY Cempax; , and "C"
. W3 te ,ush recemmaissamee up te the 60 lime, At leocatiem 6060 Lt, Childs
was fired o by the enemy, Neo called in and imfermed the OGP that the read
vas impassadle past 5BSTT.

The Battaliem OF was ealled ia, after being .-.3.,.& vy I, Mervifen
for five ceasesutive days, bessuse the imsrican advance im this secter ami
the German %« nade further ehservatien of the Ry u'o-&vwwr. 1%,
Gel. King left With part ef the Cemmand Grewp te 5ot wp & ferward CP, *

An sseident oocarred direetly in fremt of the Cemmand Grewp Whea
Capt. Redding of the 1st Ragimeer Battalien and his "pesp® driver were
blewn wp by a mine, The Capt, was verv uoﬁo-lu«.».&i.,,g. Kabm,
the 7015t Nedieal Offiesr, remdered irmvediate rirst aid and had the in-
Jured maa Tushed te the mbarest hespital. o%ggo.oi |
te meve up, The ferward C.P, greup, ?ou.nouhnm“r\wluhou left the
resd and parked the vekieles at 525595, a ereek meith nu.!.&.;-.
Halgwinfawfagrlgigg

" 1in leaving the Tead, they had traveled threugh & minefield, seme mines
of whickh were streddled by eur vehicles, In ths eveming, ferward and
rear n.wr.u.uoigogzlgoogﬂ. A oall, shertly
thereafter; by Lt, Suith reperted his lesstien s ST6598. Fe added that
he was ceming under shallfire,

Lt, Merris lnoﬂﬁuhoig’&rbﬁ Hﬂnﬂog of tanks and zuns
of the 776tk TH Battalien were meving east ef 565590, Seme battaliems
of the 26th Imfantry asi the 3rd Battaliem of the 18th Infhatry were re-
ported in new pesitiens, @-3, 1lst Armered Bivisien, askel fer a reeem-
naissanes east and merth te the hills, river, amd read en the 65 linme,
if pessible.

_ mpn E'Hsg:&ga?uiﬂo'gﬁos&.& Al
during the day figzhting umits e on this frent meved steadily forward imte
enexy svaguated torriteries., Reeceunsissance patrels ferged akesd te preve
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SUt e et Rt Sl et Toame T oan Jacasods op alieadionny’
Cdcis . b T v ah 550508 wmam e ereperted,

s fasacer 00t 08 Cerprvvien wers iavewnsod Yhat orery tan's mre
vLoe e T e Mo allor, A hme later a nesaaze frer Calensl Dook
e e creny Tt nh 3N, Jnso~.-"x farm fust avuth of thu read, hnewer,
DT, Tl recerted that Ly, Koonmedy Wl Just ebscrved 36, Josephts farm
faek s tel zoshelled by American artillery. lething WRs te be seen,
3 Yater Tosert frem the dnfatry declared mwmm

*

S o arenrd St, Jeseph!s fare and *e the wth. T

cincred Ty Lty Cel, King, v'e  advised *Aé m“ i
S Aning in ad omteuflage, Altheush enemy planes Tk

.oldy B ore RS ne darage, ooy
area etz and aftorneen, it landed s the read msa
s penitlens, .- :

Lf-.bdf‘"'m G Pt h:\,mm parb ct a g

T4y w3 Al wrer SHAL fasdng, Oup‘btin ai&dzc, m

energ; WL ekserved dizzing In aleng the 1ine Prwh
bridre 2t SCHTTT o disceversd klem upe 1B, m \
fire 4n tho pat! of the nsrthern ehj23tinsg m\:m: ﬁt
ceached rven 12 disnentod. -
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field had been round on the read w3t ¢f e Ty ~4me WY, 2

6115660. Anethe: minefield at G0CTOL i " men Srteate T oo o el

missgeee. Reperts of friendly treens zi &I2)5 oLy
u'inhn' «lse oxme u. ’

ww aml straffod the area of *'o B IEEASRATIN-) U T T

_aﬂb Ve M Mag the day, The raj:s were nale Wi~ T4 'my .
10 te 32 W and Lesseronimitts,
i W that 2 battalien ef American infaniry wan 2di-
vy shellfirc te 650585, An artillery OF :grite’ &me
) : “ 675605. There were spasaedic bursts af caeuy
L1y tirengheut ‘the m.crmn,. but thers was 1intle

m M qu«tall 143 neve rnerth ie K7IGK2,

,m “*mﬁu of midmtiﬁed ajrceraft ceuld be hrared ever-

B eed m

M‘im:l en onexy positima dua east wr a1l arhill e
.the nehr opened iay Gth,  Under ce. s this barraze, the 14t In-
fantyy Divisien attacked and headed for the 1311+ iy t'e e ATl Ve
cinity of the 76 zrid line, 'l‘hﬁ wltinate o. ective wuy “lo CAnnd
ayea, The 701st nissien in this assatll’t", W the saoe 23 cvevieus,
te give antd-tank sretectisn te the '-l)iﬂﬁon, nd e te a5l Re

advance ef the 18th Imfantry Rezinent. One eash reconnaissance :liee:,

" and ene euach seotion e Plencer Flateen wore attacted te ‘A" and "3
Companios, widle ancther sectie:: of Plenter Flateen wis attachod o "G+
Cempaxy. The 0,0, of Recemsissaico Ceapary and $he remadidm; Dlateen

were te es'. alish 1 fervard O.F, AV Zun cenparden vepr: 4 el ol

ad estadoi ..
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s talma IEIY 121 and were prescir: ono e AL 733,

Tt. Gl ="~ reperted that 2 Sattalion e *e 20%h Tl

ooy heowy certar My~ o0 6586675, Anather hattilien of e 1L
wis e WYY 139, vl an~ m.' fran the 2050 s wler e L
~w firc, A ceded ressazo fr~ Lh. Clirie SA10 e’ AL BdG Tde tme
tien: "Jo7s ef vhe 1l8tnh muffering hwavy casualties',

Az waves of Allied bembers, 15 te 18 in each wmve, wore ebserved
fren tii. Command Greus ayea, They ocanc in en the enewy pesitlen. ammu
cut Jeese their bembs, One plane Was seen te fall, victin ef th. in-
tense enexy anti-aircraft fire,

Lt, idsen reperted that he was pinned demn by shellfire and ceuld
not preneed further, A recemnaissance was then erdered fermard in search
of rewr mun pesitiens, uﬂ "BY Cempary neved nertheast while "A" and "C"
Cempanies precesded te tho east, 'The attached recermaissance partier |
were to ze ferwaxrd as far as pessible, The reconnaiaumce'p :,r. of "3U
Crpany was unakle te advance boyerd the vicinity ef Sa.di Janseur duw

‘4o srelling and nachine gun fire, The "C" Cempaxy party reached 636641

mhere very heavy artillery fire caused twe casualties, Opl. ldvak wmae
idl1od and §/5gt. Jiith weunded, The "A' Gempary recemissanoo ad-
vanned te GL67 where Leavy shell fire 'dlled Opl, Marloy and ~tepped
the marty, lorever; new gun pesitiens were located fer ;'.‘3" a o
Cepanics, and enc platden fren sach ef the latter was placed ferward.

Lt. Clarke reserted azain ef 'm,zrmlm'-y ¢y aleng the 1imw,
Okhermise, there existed c lull as indicated by the 1st Infantry Pi-
visien repert, The liaisen rewert frem tie 3tk Infantry JHvisien
secter nentiened that the 1lst Battalien ef the 168th Infantry le:i-
nent had captured 1411 295 and that the 3 I:att-ﬂ.i‘on had eccupied
K1 321,

v
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ist Av -&nﬂ-mmm«eﬁumd‘&uw A
resery fren Lt, Qluey, Id.tism Offiver, stuted that the 18th xlantry Regi-
ment Jid net held N1l 232, amd that the ensmy wes betwon tie W1l xnd a
battalien of the 18th, After replulsing a ceumterattask, the 3vd Battalien
of the 26th Iafamtry Regiment held BI1L 129 and the 2md Battalien Was near
1l 1,,. The 1st Battalien attask had been repelled and B11 189 was still
in enexy hamis, Enexy infaxtry was alse reperted te we dug in at 639863,
Due te streng and repeated emsmy seuntersttasks during the night, duri.l-
fantry withdvew te the west side ef the stream., The greund lest had bee
taken earlier enly after difficult fighting smd heavy lecees,

C" Company Sext werd te the C,P, that it was washle te meve mether
plateen ferward until eextain that the flank had been clsared, Recemmais-
sance teld of heavy maciine gun fire at 670590,

During the late heurs of darkness two plateens of "A" Capeny meved
te GL26l6 amd 632646, n--cﬂoqqc.r.wuéoaéas.

At 0800 heurs ef May 7th, Lt, Glarke delivered informatiem gaimed
in resennaissance eof the 1st Armered Divisiem sester. Gdn-lmio
tanics had met resistance in an attempt te ferd at 6284 a stresm; bub eme
mudothcomaiu Counteratiasks by enwmy tanks and anti~tmmk
guns forced his battalien te fall back te 6280, 'The 64k Infaxtry Regi-
nent cemtrelled the euter frimge of hills seuth of Jesmyville, Acd-ol
Newe's battalion had advaneed te the vicimity ef RJ 7080 and held all
eppesition., The ebjectives ef the 1st Armered Bivisien for the day
were Forryville, the greund nertheast of Matewr, and recexmaissanse te
the east, | .

Resennaissance nissions were assigned te the campamiss Wy It, Cel.
King, "A" Cempany was te rescemneiter te ths -east of the read betwssd the
66 and 68 nerth ceerdimates, mmmtgmmm
te the Tead between the 69 and 71 merth ceerdimates, while "0" Cempaxy
was assizned te recemmeiter te the east te the read between the 63,5
and 65,3 nerth cooﬁ.i.n&fol.
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2l German priseners had been cwptured that merming and Were queetiemed

N LR TR LR YR

+¥Y 2 11 Cerps interregater en the hilltey ef an Arab farm in the Cesmand
reup area, S-. Officer, Lt, Merri:isn, was en the scene and received im-
pertant inferaatien threugh the II G rps interpretexr. The infermatien was
revealed »y enc srisener; and sarts ef his testimeny we 3 cerreberated by
the others., This zaterial was jmmediately wired t> 0-2 of the lst Infamtry
Divisien by the 701st CoPe 3Jpocd was meedud to give the wruper umits the
use of thit infermatien beferc the ensmy could shift pesitiens te male this
knyrledge useless. and fermrd ebserverc of units informed were sent eut
immediately te take actien, _ |

The infermatien extracted frem the priseners of war revedlsd that feur
757 heritzers were in a draw at 699691, feur 20mm dual-purpese gws iz &
gulley at 701692, twe 8%mm zums behind Ri11 266, twe 88's o 150mm gums in
2 w2di en the eastern slepe, the C.P. ef the ll.t Battalien Barentkin Regi-
ment en Eill 202, the Regimental C.P, fer Lhe Bayexthins at Fumm S, Jeamms,
end appreximately 1000 Nermann Geering $3 Treeps ex Djebel Sakimk.

Lt, Clarke reperted im that w'iiales, pessibly tanks, were ebsarved
ceming up a trajil abeut 800 yards seuth ef 672678, “A" Cempoxy get the
infernatie:n %0 the C,P, that ths rezi and cressing frem 64267h te 65367h
were clear, but the sides were feumd te 39 mined, M WaS ne oenfirme-
“ien en the read nerth ami seuth,

Intercepts frem the lst Armered Pivisien mentiened enemy tanks at
740770, and an 88mm run in pesitien at 7676, Recenmaiscance wnits of
the 1st Armered Divisien were said te be entering Ferryville with 9th
Jivisien recemaiscar e treeps engaging the enemy en barges sast of the
tem, An enemy feet patrel was Tired en at 665650 and a German gum bad-
tery was ebserved at 675509, New beeky treps were disceverdd by lst Ar-
aered Divisien treess in this area, Ome type mas a "Paris” marind chece-
late ' ar ferm censisting ef a choooj.a‘be ceating ever a stosl ease, The
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of w toap was a PMrst I‘.".‘lﬁusﬁ +ith led Orasag rardoen, Ters T

& spven BoCend dalay,after lifting,fer tho miosiou, T Lo Sareatis,

-Mwwmmunuma e te A -kt taym, '
m m visien repirted t'hat L.lied treeps a3t uhe i o

| ’MQ ‘ﬂ o Tanis, mﬂ.t and Tebeurba were clewre™ % Ll ot

L, Mﬂn deelared that there '3 ne nchion i % ¢
: The 3-2 half-track and W?onnﬂ had 1esarke

) ; ﬁ Mtllicn at 708707, .t ad
ntom ) m as M- 'n- m 15th Fanzer Hvisien m3
T lw ‘. the vood in tlp ﬂ.«hﬁ.‘w of 813734, and the 2nd Nau
7' 'allem of $he 13th Ammered Neglaent was fo sming loft, frem it pimitaer
ﬁU Mﬂ the onexy, ‘l'ho 3&%1\ hfantry Divilion posifio"ﬂ vere ad
;609603 with Sritish Perves at 905706
| " fhds messuge was Lellewed hy anether d;scl.sin; that the-1ut A

: mol Jivisien was drawing fi-c with au enc 0P belisved te e o
676682,
| "B* Cegpany had reperted all quiet in ita arex, It o7 'l ol
od t) meove ferard until zeme laind ?f c;ntact s nale bl Mo ensitt,
Recennaissance Cmpany satrels were L:'dered to cath e rexds and vicii'l,
using the reute . sading nerth and nertheast. limssweepors were ’t
FA" afad "B® Cempinies apd their recennaisswioe satrsls were te ;s ferwers
either te centact the ensxy or reach the 1t Arnered Divisien secter.

A 3ritish radis messaze was intercepted and fu:mrdm‘ te 1+ Lot far
Bivisien, The taxt read: *Twunis water supply geed. aher liccix T Sim
lld,l b !ﬁl‘ demelished, Air fields ex ne th ef ri"" i L Aty
4 ad-ma LR
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uploshn wm;.ld take ),L'a-'-. sevpn secelds after wrmraani. Aahher Lime
r of ‘»ohy trap was a fMrst a’’ poash with le? Crvany svarm 3

& spven SoCemd delay,after 1ifting,fer t¢ wm‘:iosiayx. T e Aty

o onaxy beeby traps was immediately maz3old e Y U0 -t Ty, _

- 1st Iafaatry niﬁﬁion reparted t‘h-‘a.t- Dlied troeps 17 whe L ews
leeld & dewn en Trinds,  Jassicault and Tebeurba wrere clu e’ T UL Lo -
exoept for stragglexe. . \

A mporb frem M,, Yorrison denslared that there was n2 ol L WL
1st Axmered nﬂ"hn a.ictor.‘ The - 3-2 half-tracl a:d ;.:cr..:enw:‘f' LT ke
od &tmwm;r‘mus ndzht 4 act as liafsen wit: 137 A e’

) D‘Lvisnrmmba‘:ﬁ&m% heurs_ L&, Morrisen weperted as feodluun:
GC"A* wes at 803903, Blst Reremnaissance Jattalfen at 7C87C7, o' 0 ¢

net centacted the enexy &s yet, The German 156h Fanuer Bvisien o
1ast ropertod ex the road in the viodmity ef 813734, ond tre ind D
talien of the L3th Armered Ragﬁxent wan to mring 1afd, frem its posztier
,t;z encircle the enemy., The 3hth Infantr, Jivisien pesftienn imre ad ‘
609603 with Sritish Pernes at $05706

T™is nessuge was fellewel L.y anethrr dasclesing ihat v -10+ A
nered Jdivizien wvas drawins fi-c wmth & eroee QP Leljoved fe e o
676682,

Y Cemparyy had reperted all qmict in it aven, IN0 0 0 -
ol t) meve fermard until zere lanu gf céM‘:a.cf. RYSE RIS S e A BT AR SN
Rocennaissance Cmpany »atrel:c were ;ndcred Lo cay Tle weo e and vielio U
using the reute [sading nerth and nertheast Vinegweruers tere n ot
PA" and ¥BY Cempinies and their recennaisswice :atrels vere ta o fermar’

- either te centact the enexy er reiach tle 1t &r:nrcd Fivisden mecter.

A British radis nessaze was interce;ted ad forrmpds e 5 0* T
Bivisien, The text read: "Tunis water nupply ceed. Tiler Loooi 7T
shiss, ”0&1. deiolitm. ALr £16123 o1 ne th -7 oity ~eo
in sdures,® ‘ '

Y
+
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Verrisen reperted ai 1030 heuxs that tve nlateens of U,3, Infantry
wers en TH11 at 739718 with the rest of the walley clear, An hew later,

1t

re Lol of the entxy net manming amti-tank suns which wrere . good. conditien,
The. Jermans were nere kt-ha.n willine te surrender and sere riving themaelves |
up in dreves, Celenel liy's‘out.ﬁt had been teld net te step, but te cen-
tirie en._ The enemy was tryins te evacuate 12 miles east ef lJiserte.

Lt; Kdwen's "B" Cewpany patrel, eut with the infantry, reperted pick-
inz up tww FrASenre of wr, bmmmwm thet the encxy
had withirem 30 kilemsters, mmmmm.tmu
the 70:11!11:10. MMMMM&TNWWM In
additien, 1t stated MtbﬁﬂMWm b 730610, ~

Lt Eamedy's fff; bt frem the OF Ahek wur mm were a1l
threugh the m n;um and umam. AS 24 Fesiitinss hd been

c.2., montiening Mummm te the vieinity ef TATT.. The

tanks were

hfm-ri-thnmtnmuwmu

~tbmt¢'ﬂnrﬁmmuhfmma of resistance conldh

omtrelled, .
*'M@memnmvaﬁewm&uh
Loth Recexnaissance of the h6th Bivistea as 724634, It then had te meve
1ts cammand trogek asd relay statiem e maintain 3ritish centact, Pre-
ceeding ocautieusly becme’ot:imo,- *Q* Gempaxyy discevered 2 new type

_gthobympnarmmmtm; m-mauackutumsh
basin which expleded when meved,

© Om emtering Tobewrha, the British 1st Arwy fewsd a prisemer of war
caze in which Pvt, Bem Lengwirth; missing frem "0" OGempanmy sinee May Lth, .
was incarcerated, Ne teld of being oaptured whem It, Begnan and he were
recenneite~ing en feet after leaving their wvehiele, in enemy tessed hand
grenade had injured the Lieutenant, It was later reperted that Lt, lezuan
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725 found in a hespital with injuries en Tis face, side, and lez when the
At abeut this tinze, infermatien was received tellins that Lt, “ur-haris,

nissing at A1 Quettar, Tas new a prisener of war in a hespital in Italy. The

. nature of his weumds er injuries was as yet ‘unknem,

On Mxy Sthy It, Kemnedy left for ths 3attalien OF at dam, 1lst Infantry
Bivisien had inferwed mt enaxy vehicles were seen at 825730 zoing nerth,

'n‘wmwﬁnntyﬂm“mwnmumm}t

hom, m:mmwnushwdm The 18th
mmumm dispersad west of tho river betwe.n the 67.5 and 69,5

. Vinos and thtm Infantry Regimoni was, botwoen the 65 ad 67,5 Lines wedt

the river,. u:&ﬁow a-2 ‘twmhw’ummu-ltm

the British 6& M Bivisien and the Lth m‘ Lo ‘
Tomis, T .’..‘I: ' B S
" T, wmz&@msmmuuummmqm
mmum mmlnu m;,m;mmmm:u
grntloaanmhﬂ.:otumthu-y ltporb-m'lpmhghsf
enexy defense 1inos buolSing, and ef the ememy rcm and’ trying te
ovacuate, Late reperts shewed that umum.tmm
Franc d'Afrique and the 9th Infantry Bivisien were in Biserte, the 18t .
Arsered nﬂ.lion was in hﬂ'ﬂ‘ﬂlo, the British 1st and 8th Arnies were
in Ml, and the Fremch had psured in te take Pen® du Fahs, The U.3,
13t Infantry Divisien had made 3eme advances in their socten wut were -
held vy ¥y s;t.rong enexy rear guand resistance, Allied airecraft playod
an impertant part in these adnnm.

Wt. Clner, Lizizen Offieer, m.hod the Sattalien that the 26'3);
Infantry Negiment had attained its o'bjoctivos., Ho resistance was met
an 411 180 that dr , ani. it was eestimiing en te M1 250, 'Lt, lierrisen
sent in the lecatiem eof the 1st Armered Divisien Artillery at 7183, Mo
later added that the Bare:rbhin deginent was rcperted en (Mlls 37, 226,
30k, 23 and 393, In additien there were 1000 enery” tree.s amd 20C vehicle:s
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-y arlisns oHan five wlanes ah 908Y ' .

e

Lousdssiace Supany reverted nensideranle abaud med Lquo gy o

O L LY 3hash v zadT bo Boe with friendly poople Ty ameon af

sl Lertleatt ab 2100 heurs the poeriiur nimhr CYNHLicdlr e

ol tn By arclataeg

.

(. men  thew lefc 1 sramp. of o
# ors and an undestreved B8mx pur v ar w7 78
A Ga:matrf rcaox"ted that tw, of 1u3 jooes Wlew 'y an & Mou
o0 ¢lsan was lalled and Lt Mclod awd Spbo Ia.»mm
e rwuy had reasnrted thedir rowwwm M tb 5?21”
Luten Laher Wi Cnx;a.ny had reached .: woimt rmma MQO&“ oo

Tiiterrizan Sea Ths "37 Cmpany rec mnt.ua:uo M
Lopne wwewnha of enemy aquapmeat at 676710 l‘m
carrsod vad .‘i:een ap adinsd by the enemy )

1% .Lnand was en ¢ recwnnalscanie nuissien for aQn
‘= Tirst sec )naorbered nerth t katvur. and then h

5.1 errah  Preceediny seutheast alens thu Tumis resd £g
“eopnt ke Le fire of an 88ms gva at 77376, as Mm NI,
veteresl ceang weat gn the road te abeut tho 96 15.#) lﬂm &

il CINS M
Lt aenncly left £73 0P ah 1615 hvsurs becauso his w ax:
‘v e vies It G0l Kamy vhat evening erdsred all cempandas to G

ThiT rocsanaissanes carties “nte the vielmity of the gum pevd
DL dathends t nosha rare to e established fer ‘&n

Lt, Snith s ey~ J,twf.,l..‘_ﬂ'”t.\‘-‘- N 0;!'3; W

tlors was a heavr booey trepy owmoeusraty o oy ot

T Mawitzess wers fand 16 0 700 Aad an wrl mugw St gr: v W08
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Maith sdded thast 4= 52858 reals *o 502 2
of .choui:ui.

Threugheut this eventful ci-, &-3 284 Co..
all ixportm.infmthn te 15 Iafabr- rvint A
enly censisted ef 70lst recenazissance’rs orba, “ o Tp o Lo
sicked up by the 3attalien Cer-and half-tracik: ol -evnr o wxter
Mu-m: parfectly.

Late roperts shewed the Allied Forres nuvhiic e fren Tov~ arel lzordo
II Cerps wmita uwod Perryridle at 100G hours wyl AZliel & rooo: SRR
rach rraund and W BANY priseners; the uew.  rmmun; ot Nl b Cuman T,
In p\ﬂ.’l’tﬂ.‘g the Bulk of the reﬁrﬁating enemy, o0 Teyrara wicoonha ooy
Mod scattércd peckets ol the resisting eamy.  ALlis. > oy ookl
their exeellent vwerk, cuttins enery avoinie .";f STeame Lot e oo o v

“Om May 9th, Lt, Clmey reperted tha: thr 3'ish Infaiiin- o
& push :erth and the 1st Imfantry Mvisien s rid - 0 -, 00

cently oencentrated on the dnstructien ef enugy wan - 70 o

were reperted takem by CC"37
" Lt. Lerrisen saub in Y0 news thal 07 S0 oL e
fas Zevis feninsula., Dadreds of prisaaecs o0 e L
material were alrsady talen “erc., Tho et oo 7T S A S
ate at 925C(:3, A4 1ML sasdier a1 v L%

Geraan Jjo.er.] furoasd v oot COWAY gl oo - o T <7

in that secter, TFiviy, revd 7 Lo JU0T T e | R N
Oter re_erts of Swreicr g & wASLy oo LT P A

sraups o T oierian wuidel ta jlve Loonceives T T O

®
F e P wr PR o R T -~
L AT+ E BRI Leb ok O3 TEREROLNAAR I B AR S s R N S L Y
. —ry 3 . P . - - -
! [ u e ey '@ i .
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I4 ea Lar 10th e vre TUlst migsien Lo e eazadgn ~aded, a v

et f g 1 oremirlant suc vises gcered breuchh rojeicinz threuheut the
Jiuumkli®lly A 1L VOLPS GLACE Uiy 2=y 4A~tasched She TOlst Tank JeshysucT
Zattalien frem the lst Infantry Jivisien aid reverted tlo 4l busters
»ack te Cerps supervisioh.

¢

SR NN SN AP 2

The peried frem 10 kay uatil 9 Ay was spont im a rest area [ miles Seuth

‘of Mateur, amd en the latier date the Zattalien meved te A now hiveuac ared en

the Mediterranean eeast te a:ait wevement bBask te Oram, Algeria (er vicinity)
te be re-equipped, This centexplated meve finally came en the 2nd of August
when the Jattalien left this area, The whaeled vehiclos mads the trip everlasd,
Wiile tracked vehicles meved im series by train skipment, The Whe-led vehicles
arrived in the new Wiveuae area at Sebdou. Alzeria ( Fifth Armmy Tamk Destreyer
Training Center ) em August 6, and tracked vehicles arrived during the next few
cays, The nemw-ebsclete 75%m SP'a were immediately turned in te Ordnance, and
training 1~10's were drawa, The next newth was devetod to traiuing in tils new
equipnent and in learning indirect artillery fire, |

On the Jth eof Jestember the 7013 Tank Jestreysr lattalien ‘ojeined tho 15%
Armered {Jivision in the vicinity ef 3t, ADa.rbc du Tlelat; Al_eria te pre re fer
furti:er eperatiens in ceubat, :

In this arca n>7 L-1038 were ram an”' made-r2ady for actien,

AR e A
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| Oporabions Mepart | | el
Adjutant M a, i. ‘W; mmm 2. 0. (thm ch.da). L

- are wﬁme£huﬂﬂﬁﬂi
Mﬁcnoo ﬁt said statemente

By
g .
oy o

JOHN Q, mﬁmﬂ
1t Lt,, oLt TD &t,
Achg, W
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7he naxt (w8 weeks vere snent in this area, Officers schools were con~

ducted in indireet fire for artdl Lery, sw.ral nizht problo:s were conducted,
and generul training was carried out, ‘auch time wuo gl}_o\'aed for athletiecs,
Smd lmmuon teams made a oroditable showing sgaingt thams from other units,

| On July 9th the Battalion moved to a uew arca 1l rdles cast of lizerte
v(akotj.ins: M). Inthia ma,. imo:rb of tho tine was spont in rest and relax-
ation ca t'we veaeh, (o july 2ith the Sahtalion Com:camior received omiers that
the 701st was abtached to the Ybh aamy, @nd viould wove bucs bo ¥ UG, sone
. 130 miles south .of Oraa, to receive i3 new equipccnt, m July 27¢h, 8 offi-
ocerg an: 197 enlisted nen loft for Bizerte to oscort :.%s back o Uran, and
oﬁ Aagast 1st 1 offieer and 30 enlisted .an wer: udetailsd for a similar nds-
- si.@n. Uy whis latter date tracked wehicles of the Sattalion left Tor :kateur
under :ajor liedding for rail shipment to the new ma, i vhecled wvehicles
desarte: in road ceovey the fellowing day under the camwsand of Lt. Col, King,
oLead wtﬂclee'arrivad at the new avea (oth amny T, o, Training

&

W
Center;, soue 10 miles south of delxiou, on tie evealr of duwmust &th, 30
el Vs vicre igcediabely dravm from the 63&th Y, .. i, (truidng equipment),
ani B Tome oP¥e were tumed in 4t Cran upon arrival, 4 strenuous train-
ing schedule was establuhd, ai the noxt momtk was 3pent in driver instruo-
ticn, range {iring (dim and indirect), maintenance instruction, ikl in
Utidcues und "Outs acho&J.

o saguaslh 27th She Hattallon was dropped fram assignnt fo THTG and -
agsivned o e 1sk aruored uivision (in bivouas st 3t, Barbe - noar uranj.
in wsnytesver ftiy, ali #1073 1n nedsesgio: of the Battaliocn ware turned over -

to TwiC, 1he aext day, sentenber Bt.h, aovenent wad nadc ho Ui, larbe where

- g -
R} ‘,‘_QQ‘. Qg\"r] 5
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an administrative bivouac a3 a3tablished, za.‘-ftl.‘le in this area, now [&10's
ard [TV anw mcaerous whealed wehisles were drawi. ilere, a3 far as possible,
Cthe traiddn; Was contiausd, Armerous schools were ceikluched, aod soveral Fodg=
T,v. cooperation probloms were fired on %'w range at Jt, Harbe,

“riective Ootober 8th, all training nerions were uewobed te preparation
for woverant te tLhe new theater of onerifiiom3, axi en Getober 13th woihdales
bega to wve to ports of cubawkakion (a7 both Hattalion wul vivision vehisles
vers seli soread on nany snios ia Foveral convovs, all vehicular novencnts
were all., By October Zuth, a totdl of 63 whicles hwl departed), The
largest nipment was on the MEP Orante s, Juich congisted of 2u ol'ficers
and 255 enlisted mem, This mrouwp arrives at Samaoli, itsly, on the 28th
of etober, digsembaried, and moved into bivoiac area L/L tiic east of
SUSGIVO, Italy. Thus, at toe and of ucho cr Lyli, hali % sattalion was
Locites in Lhe new theater of eoperations, Italy; while tie other half was

dvini in woe old Theatep, Africa,

W/gw

Aale 2wl Oy LA Lo
Gam., Tulst Tank Jghyr. i,
~l
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701ST TANK DBSTROYER BATTALION
APO 251, c/o Postmaster, N. Y., N.Y,

ly December 1943,

SUBJECTs Operations Repert
TO ¢ Adjutant General, U.S. Army, Washington, D.C, (thru channels)

1. In compliance with the requirements of paragraph 10, AR 345-105,
dated March 10, 1943, the follewing operations report of the 701st Tank
Destroyer Battalion covering the peried 1 November 1943 to 30 November
1943 is herewith submitted,

2, The operations covered in this report are statements from the
Unit Journal and the Battalion Diary, and supporting evidence for said
statements is on file in the records of this Battalion,

=
13‘5 Previous operations report submitted to and including 31 Octob- ,;(
er 1943,

DUWNGRADED TO: | . /V//ﬂ,éwoh /.
RESTRICTED 2o /

BY AUTHORITY OF TAG ..« i Smerrernren Capt.,, 70lst T.D. Bn, .
Adjutant -
o4 FD B E K KK KKK WK K KKK KN NN NN

Date InitialspRRATIONS OF THE 701ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION ,
Period - 1 Nov, - 30 Nov., 1943

November 1943 opened with the 701st Tank Destroyer Battalion in
a period of transition., Approximately half the Battalion had arrived
in the new theater of operations, Italy, while the remainder was eith-
er in Africa or in the process of shipment,

Persomnel in Italy were in bivouac approximately 1/l4 mile east of
SUCCIVO, and there awaited arrival of equipment and the remainder of the
persommel. Physical conditioning was the order of the day,

On Nov, 7 vehicles began to arrive, Seven wheeled vehicles arrived
on this date followed on the 8th by 15 wheeled vehicles, 12 M~10ts("B" Co. ),
and 3 motorcycles, These vehicles were accompanied by 2 officers and 111
- enlisted men., Again on the 11th, 25 wheeled vehicles and 10 trailers ar-
rived with one officer and 30 enlisted men,




The 1st Tank Group held a CPX on 12 November, the 70lst participating;
all staff vehicles moved north of CAPUA on the problem, returning to the
area at 1700 hours,

All "B" Cempany vehicles, except for one T-2 retriever, being present,
the company was alerted on the morning of the 13th for further movement with
CC"B" of the 1st Armored Division. This movement began at 2200 hours this
date, and the company closed in biveuac in the Pignatare area(lst Armored
Assembly Area north of the Volturno) at 2350 hours, One officer and nine
enlisted men also arrived in the Battalion area this day with 7 wheeled ve-
hicles and 11 trailers. |

The fallowing day, Sunday, Church Services were held in the area, Two
officers and 42 enlisted men with 3L wheeled vehicles and 6 trailers also
arrived this day.

During the following week a total of 28 wheeled vehicles, 16 M-10ts,

1l T-2 retriever, 10 motorcycles, 3 officers and 73 enlisted men arrived in
the Battalion area,

On the 22nd of November the Battalion moved from the SUCCIVO area to
the 1st Armored Division forward assembly area in the vicinity of PIGNATARO,
where "B" Company was already in bivouac, On the following day another CPX
was held by the 1lst Tank Group, the Battalion again participating., Seven
M-10%s and 15 enlisted men arrived this day, followed by 1 H/T and one en-
listed man on the 2ith. Thus, all vehicles, except two T-2!s, were pres-
ent and available for duty.

Mud had been holding fronmt line operations on the 5th Amy front to a
minimm, but on the night of the 2lth information came from Division Artil-
lery (of 1st Armored Division) of a proposed allied offensive of a local
nature (MT, CAMINO and vicinity - map coordinate G 953081, Map - Italy
1/50,000, sheet 160 II) to be undertaken simultaneously by the British

and American troops. The Battalion, attached to Division Artillery, was
WQTRIS—=




to be in support of elements of the U,S. 36th Infantry Division, Thus, on
the morning of the 25th the Bn., C,0., and Exec.,, Company Commanders and Plat-
oon lLeaders of "A", ®"B", and "C" Companies left in a party to choose gun po-
sitions in the vicinity of LE CAVE (coordinate H-0005, Map-Italy 1/50,000,
sheet 161-III). Said party returned in the evening of the same day.

On the following day, Capt. Morrison and one officer from each line com~
pany left for the forward area (vicinity LE CABR) for the purpose of prepar-
ing gun positions, roads to gun positions, and laying of telephone lines for
proposed operation in artillery role, All work to be in coordination with
1st AD Artillery(In the coming operation, although the gun companies were to
be urder centrol of the Bn, Commander, all fire missions of an artillery nat-
ure were to be fired through the FDC!'s of the 1st AD Artillery Bns, "A" Com-
pany was to be attached to the 91st F.A.Bn., "B" Company to the 68thA E,.A,.Bn.,
and "C" Campany to the 27th F,A.Bn.).

The 27th and 28th of November were spent in preparation for combat and in
loading the M-10%s with 2 units of fire, Also, on these days details of men
were sent to the LE CAVE area to assist in the preparation of gun positions
(all positions were dug into the side of the hill ;oo offer the greatest possible
security for personnel against expected heavy enemy counterbattery), On the
night of the 28th 13 24T truck loads of 3" HE ammo Were sent to the forward
area, and the amunition dumped near the gun positions under cover cf darkness
(the intensive rains of the preceding days made this mission a difficult .one).\

The two T-2 retrievers of the Battalion arrived on the morning of the
29th from Africa, This brought the Battalion to full combat‘strength (all ve-
hicles, men, and equipment having been shipped from Lfrica to Italy without
loss due to enemy sea action). Seven more truck loads of ammunition were
sent to the forward area and unloaded this night; also the Bn, Commanderta
H/T, the S-2 H/T, two company command H/T's, and 3 M-10's(the latter, one




1=10 from each company for registration purposes). Due to the bad condition
of the area inlet road, and the intense rains of the preceding days, the M-10!s
were left in front of positions to be moved in as soon as possible after day-
light(during the whole preparation for the operation all work and vehicular
movement was at night as far as possible, due to the fact that our positions
were in full view of the enemy),

The following morning the M-10's of "A" and "B" Company were placed in
the prepared positions (a "C" Company M-10 became mired in the soft mud, and
was thus unable to register this day). Visibility was poor and the artillery
FO's were unable to observe in the morning, so registration of guns was post-
poned until late in the afternoon.

At 1800 hours (Nov, 30th) the Battalion (A,B,C Cot!s, and Command Group)
moved from bivouac in the PIGNATARO area (Bn., trains and Ren, Co. were left
in rear area), and arrived at 1E CAVE at 1200 hours, midnight. The movement
was made in complete blackout, and the roads were muddy and slippery. After
Maving the main road, it was necessary for persommel to dismount from ve-
hicles to lead the way, Two M-10's of "B" Company threw tracks coming into
the area, and blocked the road for some time,

At dawn, the guns moved into their prepared positions.

e 4 % e 3 S KWK RN N HH K AN

Company locations on 1 Dec. 1943 were as follows:
1st Platoon - 00313 - 05069
A Company - 2nd Platoon - 00LO8 - 05481
3rd Platoon - 00339 - 05282

"Bt Company- 00543 - 08836
i 1st Platoon - 00883 ~ 06229

ngw — 2nd Platoon = 00853 ~ 06049
Compary 3rd Platoon = 00808 ~ 05862

Map - Italy 1/50,000, sheet 161-III,

ALEERT B, MORRTSON

& e~ capto T01ist T7.D, Bn,
ETRe ey e 1
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1 January 1944,

HBSTE Uperations haosort
]
™ 1 asdjubart eneral, U 3. imay, Washingbon, V. G, (bhru chanuels)

1, In compliance with the regquirement: of oaragrarh 10, & 3US-1CH,
Cated Haroh 30, 1943, 4ns fellowinz operations raport ol the 7.lgt Tank
westroyer Lattalion covering the period 1 Lecanbar 1943 to 31 Uecerdber.
1943, i ?rn!’e‘!i‘hh‘?lﬁm.iﬁbad.

2, The opérations cowered in this report are statesents from the Jnit
dJournal .l $h€ Battalion Diary, anfl supporting evidence fur aual. st.tement:s
is or rii. M the reccrus of this Battalion.

3, ¢revioas operitions renort submitted 4o and ineludin- ¥ Tlovenuoer
194,

BOW.5R *DED TO: |
RESIRICTED olloan. F (5T .
BY AUTHORTY OF TAG..JT.ES... .. 2 de dilthdlin, Ja. :
Capt,, 701lst T Ba,

I e . M--&_»..‘;— oo B R R R o W Wk W B A
D Initials

OUERATIC 5 UF 1T T016T ©aNK DERSTRCYLSR BATTALIOM
seriod = 1 Des, - 31 Dec,. 1943

|58 S I
N

wotive onerations wer: o take place in the M, CAllliC - MDA area of
thie oy Ut JJden vhe TOlet Tank uwﬁvyer in, was o buge sart, “ho Battalion
was Looof whtachod to Dive Axty., 1 AD for the oporltim in support ol tie
3th atemtry vivision, Vash company of the battalion was to fire its miss-
ics Blirodgh Yoo FUS acd the FUGYs of 1 AU artiliery battalions (. Uo,

-

throuzh *he 91st F.4, Ba,, *3" Co, tarough the OBth F.as Ba,, wxt ' Co,

FSTRICTED

throush the 27+h 7.4, Bn,},




B hmammmmmm,mwmw& ‘fhtfroﬂmm
mm all weitiales roadbound, The wrea assigned to the Battalion was ta
the rs.gtxt and 1art of the mall witmgmved road ruining aanaralla‘norhh rrom

 the vhilage of LB CAV (msp Italy 1/50,000; sheats 160<I% and 161-IIT) |

| _L‘(oosi—{w o (;06053), md ail positions were wlong a narrow mdse line, Emt- |
) : 'ﬁﬁ coul:l have Wﬂ the rav:ims below, bub uue to the ﬂ,&t tNJec‘tots' of .
the 3“ quny 1% was mmry Yo placo all gune near the erest of the ridge;

_hh_s JAVE ouy g;ms m ‘ﬂash' defilade and 1little pmtaetion, “he coumezh

) Battéry of the i w mac‘beﬁ 40 be heavy, thuy the Battalion Goammdm'

. Bsemsd it mceamta &m a1l our guns into pedition., The entrance road

alsc noeded immmt 1n ardm‘ to withatand *he 32 ton load of the 1310,

The lﬂttar aays o! !Im&er 7ore, tasyefpre, spent in the preparation of

thia area for our M, aad in huﬂdfmg up & swply of wmmnition near the

gun poaitions (all this ¥as samm@m,y Gompleted in times %o receive the
gans, 4n apite of m fact that the Mﬁiﬁ area wag in {ull view of
fhe @a‘*auﬁ NM :om td oum the new poeitions on the right

I g+ Nov. -1 :-he.._ﬁ m&wﬂ in Wh thamat 2330 howrs, All
"G an,,r BelitVe theﬂly promdnd éown the sntranoce roud and mm

noar toelr wo‘.,i,,.m {dw to ﬂm hnavy raios. mﬁ bhe blaskness of tho nigm, .

Lhe SOADANY S0 aaener Wh keep m guos ou tHe rosd wmtdd firet igi |
cf dowa, bhen oV inde pm}. ﬁ-pnny'x guns proceeded down the

entayence roaai, a.nci e conpaay Wv h‘gm tmdm hia puns into pesition,
The lust two' Waass of. B Gmum hovever, thew traeis on the read, and

for sope howrs wm 'hw mad aa M oA Goa;mxy ooulld rw? enbar. lemeer
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oonstruction work reaided tnis, and by 0800 hrs, 1 Ueo, all but three of the
Battalion?s 30 sungs wers in positian{the ' Co, registration qun ¥ay pived,
and althiowsh 4 Goe sigcoesed in gething one of Shelr tvo Ym=10's with thrown
tracks lntc pozitliom, amcther un hecane ired in the mud),

The 1t of becsrber was sent in cuwrowdlase of gy Curhlier pronavra-
*ion of wositioni, énd in settins tue umired funs oab, v eveniuag 35 of the
36 guns of rhe Sattalion were roady to fire(one "8 Wi, Jm oEs ¥l oat of
activ: , i hos opum positicas had 'bee:":ma verditaule Tplll bawes”,  ae uns
were 3 sl wei~ing and reiaforuacsd with saadbags, “hab only L ureets
of thc u;-?u,':-s e I any vay eLposede

Lo bhe ol of the Lab, the Jattdlion Semapder informed L1 coumany
ctmm ey s Slnt thig fhest airtililery fires by oux guns ver: Yo e laid down
ah LR toaas, £ weoember (Yo7 say)., he British and Capadians to our gsouth
an. st Lis soved forward on 1 Deoamber (D-1),

~Astrat.on of base nines had not been completed for either ‘h:“ or G
conpay. o Larther sthao), vas wade te do thi3s on the moming af the 2nd,
Gl ovas b g comdlete suceess,  Thig orowed aomothing that we had long dus—
pested - ¢ osd of 8 one chell tor the 3" yun, If "ank uvestroyer Sattal-
iang are "o ve called wpon Lo perfors :mlsgions of seilr-nronclled artiliery,
Lhay ot e orovided with an adeguate amokte sheollitity essecially holds

Lrus L oum oo COMSTYT ),

ConTo st w che RS Qegpun Was finally olace | L position 3t 16K hrs,

Gy Wi duE T, v Looarke, all poms f 4ne Battalds
3

“w
3

e roads Lo Jire,

gLre uissdcs by all compandes bopan at Wl hre,, o1i “uring the next
Zip b she oo, 11796 @ beval or 5307 rounds in suppor’ off the Gifantry at-
tack{.ore than e total expended throughout the embiye ‘unisian Caupaign
when the dattalion wa3 employ»d a3 a .. Ve unit),

-
TR



http:C.ouJpaJ.ga

o Mﬁtimmmtmmmdstmwmi
-ﬁ a8 the sewre rmm Bon, O, W8 wsed for the amimlt a-
| 4‘_:.";-”!.,“\1&08905%&;31“5, Tot, the rouds through "0V Uo, rpmiised dm-
',’A:i'l'{:”gmaia, a4y msm%uqntaiﬁmuﬂmmmﬁw ,uum
* wmw to haul wﬁmtﬂ Lhe gan M
mnmmmmmmmwmmwmm
__,'v_'oawmhu»wmmrwmmmumwm»mmwm
"?:;j’m.wmarm . for & A4y, On the swse day &l wridges on entry roads
i ?minawasbadm um iﬁmm.ssmfﬂ*&iﬁmm
' "{"':j’;umn the romnmmm B |
7 &lﬂpofoummWWtbclwwfmmgu
..‘r{ﬁ‘mmtxpcmtnmdbytbh.% mmwngmwnamm
S, Mamions oF tho results Vumreftws, st & the Battalia Mssiens, noweser;

'_ ' m m pu-mmud m&m azeay » mmmmmmm ’

' m:mxmdmmm.wtwwnmmw#m
‘wwmomlm'&wmm Hore cwm 2hd mules were
requdsitionsd Cor use by 0% Oa, Fire wiesiems omtimed through e daye
| '»m«rtmw "orwmmn, namymw,mom
‘ m mmmasmwwibb nmib l‘.l. s, , ansn L
~-wmmmamwmeum
| mmm#oftmmmmnmotmhmrm
1mwmmmona<am m”-‘"‘ §-114R3; sheel JG8~ITL, Ttaly
_' 1/50,6001. -Mh—lﬂafbk!shmIVlemﬂ!ma, and could auk

-vh-..::

PR

;‘Lsrmcnn |



http:t.i3!I.bU
http:relQJ.tJ

[

®
~*STRICTED

pove 5L e halanee o7 Yho dlatoon, The remainder of YA Co. ucved
follcwi.r i vhe o aew iafantyy attac: wad plawmed for vhe §th, amd ab

(330 hes.tho ark l.llﬂ?.‘/ pravarasion vegan, and during the 4y “w cun. oxpends
ed 1835 rounde

L Laaudny '8 uow ositions were a3 vollowss Sase .fecu locations, 1-a-
G.3LT - Lil2 s B=h 95520 ~ 10982: 3~n 990G —LIUT9S

sS.ring bie next 24 hour 1 saze 3002 rounds vere axpended hy the im,

o ohhe dthy the 2rd and 3rd niudtoons of ten, G, roeomioihertd Lor
G DAL oNng, aoeariy m o ey ooralier o 00 odan ol Sl Tor i, Chhaan,
2nL ey 4 ¥56155, Un voums date "¢ So, prepaved for moyorent, Lo tie Cor-

I 2

. . : e ) . - o . g o .. el B
Werl sostoden g dnd ah 1830 Wi, beom covemaend {ner o L lens vie, DSadas),

P

3

vih “he ooth the aen, Ur loecated severmil cnerr cun, wr hed ao BU

v

At fire o lsgions, Unly Lu rounnis of amme. vere exsondcd oting the

)
p
"5

N
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HOUD DEDLOG,

coaens o Riae A3%h, 1ittle vivhy; wad done, sive rounts sern eXpexied
in registraticn, A% 1530 hours the Lt pla‘coai of "4 Uo, wos oholled by
@aeay 4urtilicvyy 10 poun:s fooiliog in the aren, .erdonad © L0 gasal &S
dinaead, Luab Jere were no casualrics,

Lhe Lo, Lty ithman egbadlished an P at Y2017 hodivech tie

FON SOV B ST SRR S ammpw now beinT Sred wnder Bn, comtrol), a4t ATWO
ours boous aate e S w), ared war shalled by enemy aciilicry - 2% prmds

Loweas Libhe ey, vo sen were killed and 12 woundsd,
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the next day v nen, Ur achad 13 0,Ue Yor two :dssions fired by the

oBth r.a.m. “nd ome mis3dion 1ired by "B Co., TOlst., This rdssion by Ui
Uo, wa3 the last firing to be done by ohe fULst in the operatic, or orMays
frow ii vorys orevemted any sore iiriag dur +o the shorbage of 3% amo, and
the deairs tn congerve exi.riinr amo,

THo en. o neverthelt:s romiinca s4: JFe follomiie da, aad Li, vithean
dyegte 3 Sire Jdasiong for i itk fa 3a. = i3 on unex@' Suadsy kL o on
enery” trooni,

oA Tarn gy hae TR e oA 00T Damande s covnin uadit Be old oot
Binrs i Ao g m :;,."3.'-:', MR T oL, Sipaady dltend one e Alvnon
Py b hoem an enemy o posision,
Joa ey ian a4 been cxoyenkly narid o b copdotee o0 he gahealio,
The o, Leever, hed held up extreasly Jell.  an aversge of cround B0 rounds

DEP e Ty Tleryy ard onily 4 niaoT Balatendice oxs ourt remlacerrnh as noetd-
ey Theomo op b faken ita tell on e sldciea. thout, wmd o the 19th e
gheol~1n oo w00 vwehicleds oyue,  This centianed Por Yl noxt several dgys,

W hhe D2y LA, siNhman woteooted he oostalsh oan Cooon @YD 1205 at
201177, o s mable do do o bae - of heavy vy e llfire., e vag
FRATL ke Jo the followin: oy,

o Formeyt rmmo. dasd forr Coainc operationy was cgbah e U119,

- [ |
RS A,

Ly Qs AN 3w LF0 0 moawls oF 3% e, hat baan laced
Mo Reas Gaown Tih LGN L Tonaow n~z+, chilshint on +ie Migd, e L,
dofni b pel e b, Athman on e o, bubl raing on hae 2hohy 22nkd, caxd £3nd
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; *"0 *nld in %‘ﬂ sam.x 1 m:ea on the ?S*h(wmms |

el ,M‘ﬁiﬁ%hmval mén, fur s ocm!.ng ﬂpemmm -
taoton #f Voo Bastalion to be essoatially wiid-tank, Details of m;
opemion ﬂﬂ. *:mrisﬂ ‘to the connany camanders, :
(htmm Sl B, G.s. and bmmy Gmmra oi Tan cma HGH ok
M..ﬁ.m waa %o vicinivy ol JlA3 romim Sor twtod and run maif-i- ‘
- ong i'ﬂ!' ’thi #rﬂ A3 thoriiione ‘fha Wﬂﬂ, ROHRWT, VHAS smmm.aé'h 1 v
mx s’ mimcd ca the 30tk -0 the Litter date, the DV GGW Pl&bcm |
I.-aadmrmoi ierad o patﬂ.tionﬂ v.ic&ni’ay 950165. -
| m t‘:e niwhy of the t&kh 8 moaoaga ﬁ:m reno&m whioh mﬂaiﬁ.ed ’m
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crgamaatﬁ.cm. Ammﬁo&rmwtﬂkh, ¥ S o
Uu. Rhe 30t gu':a th and m asss.am;y awa, ‘or ﬂqn. u wnra
aalactcu. Lt} omazms sat. o the 15 Inf. @M Guie- Lo “he
:urpm oz' acuo.:pa:wng *he thry nﬁ;-‘ﬁ pattol an mcmm:ﬂ.ssm. »
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‘Porchior Aahdﬁw“!cwim ﬁlotmumpooitm-ro

chosen - to!' mam urc. lhoonna:lsm pu-tion fru each om went.out in the
noming ‘of the’ m, ‘Bo ntko an actm choioe of thon positions The mz‘b day
constraotion paﬂua went out fre- oach cmq:m ‘to pl"pm poeitionl 1:; tho chosen
areas, and tho Bn. Survey party began a surny of tho -c- coqmv battcrioa The
bage piece or oaeh Platooh of 'C! company moved mto thb m poeitioml on tl'n night
of the 2nd, and registration began the following morning ('C! company surveyed '
positionss C-1, 96602-117065 C-2, 96365-11603; C~3, 96LOL~11L03. Base point reg-
istered on - 91681555, All coordinates from Sheet I1). On the 3rd Recon, Company

‘began an infiltration movement from the LE CAVE area to a new bivouac in the vio-

inity of 000108, In the afternoon all construction work was diaoontimmd on the

B company positions, the fact that the new 'B! company ﬁa was in the 3ith Inf-
antry Division sector being the cause., Plans were altered, and it was decided
that B tompany would follow the advance of the 753rd Tank Battalion along Route #6,
and would occupy direct fire positions at 942160 and 942157, . The area still being
in enemy hands, a reconnais3ance was impossible; and areas chosen were only app-
roximate, ‘ | B

On the night of the 3rd-Lth, the remainder of 'C' company moved forward, The
Command Group moved on the Lth, closing in bivouac at the area 969121, 'B' and
1A' companies moved on the might of the Lkth, Bad weather made it impossible for
1At company to get into their positions that 1ght, so ?hey pulldd into an inter-
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nighd of the 5‘“@ with the sdd of construction crews, 'A! company was able to get

o
. : T "1".7?%‘1 kY
mediapé assembly ares Just off route #6 at the foreward end of Mt. Lungo. Here they
’ . N\

Spgat the entire day of the Sth, unable to move in the daylight hours. On the

. two Fll‘bbda inta position, the other .platom going into an assembly area in the
¥ieinity of the company CP.

CP‘!"OTQ manned by Lt. MoKnight and Capt. Morrison for the ‘TFA operation,
‘andlon the 5th, rC! company expended 515 rounds in indirect fire. During the same
period 'B' company expended 87 rounds in direct fire. On this day the 'A! company
area was heavily shelled and 10 casualties were inflicted on the company, On the
6th 'C!' company expended 908 rounds in indirect fire, and 'a! Compan& fired 58

' rounds in direct fire at targets at the base of Porchio. Capt. #hitsit, C.0. Co.

'B', was wourded and evacuated; Lt, Neeleman assumed cormand of the company.

On the morning of the 7th, Lt. Hudson's platoon of 'At! company fired in
support of British units attacking Hill Cedro (Approx. 1000 yds to the south of
Porchio), and took enemy pillboxes and self-propelled guns under his fire., A&
few minutes later the platoon fired on an enemy anti-tank gun at the base of Por-
chio. At least two self-propelled guns were destroyed, and in addition, a number
of enemy pillboxes were known to have been damaged., As a result of this fire, the
platoon drew heavy enemy counterbattery from a battery of Netelwerfers and several
direct fire guns., No daﬁage was done to the plétoon, however. 4 total of 06 rourds
of HE and 6 rounds APC were expended, During the day, 'C' company fired 551 rounds

in indirect fire,

The following morning, the 3rd platoon of 'B! company occupied positions®at
932161 (They were to occupy these positions during hours of daylight only). uuring
the day this platoon was attacked threz times by enemy aircruft with no ianage,

In that period 'C' company fired ol5 rounds HE and 9 rounas of Sioke .
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On the morning o~ tﬁe 9th, the 2nd nlatoon of '3' comrany .:oved Yo new
positions viecinity 9321ol, occupying the area under the same »lan as that for “he
3rd platoon. A 'C' company party left early in the morning to recconoiter for
positions in the vicinity of 928151 (Posi*ions were +o be chosen Lor O ~uns, said
positions to be occupied at dawn 10 Jan). 'A' corpany was or.ere. Lo move bacs into
an area near !C! company for indirect fire, and spent the day in orevaring their
dutlet roads for the movement, The Battalion survey party surveyed the pronosed
pbsitions. The 'A' company area was shelled intermittently throughout the aay,
but no damage was done, During the period 'C!' company expenaed 1077 rounis of

amunition,

Road conditions made it impossible for 'A' company to move buck ab scheduled
that night, so road maintenance continued throughout the night, continuing into the
next day. The 6 'C! company guhs moved into anti-tank positions at 920151 as

scheduled, On the 10th, 'C!' company expenaed a total of 2Ll rounus.

'A' company closed in bivouac in the vicinity of 9651:0. The nmovenent out

of the anti-tank positions had been so difficult that two full nights were required
to prepare a route, Positions were prepared for an artillery rolc, ant a bulluozer,
furnished by the engineers, did much of the work. That afternoon, 'C! comvany fired
33 rounds of smoke in a test of the 3" smoke shell. Officers of the 002 Ordnance were
on hand to report the results. On the following day, 'C' company exvenced 100
rdunds of HE and 33 smoke shells, while a survey of '3!' compiny was berun for use

as artillery,

January 12th saw the completion of a survey of 'a' company positions, and
their occupation by the company, Two OP's were established on Lt. Porchia Ly Lt. sum-
mers, Recon. Company, at 917163' and 915157 while Lt, iicKnight shifted his CP on
Mt. Maggiore from $3613L to 9L51L7. 'C! company continued to fire utmmmiig with
177 rounds of HE and 23 rounds of smolfexlfgg‘tie day with 'a' company expending 66

HE shells, In general, however, things were quiet on the TFi and 34th vivision sec-

tors,
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TFA was dissolved aud i*s units passed under the cammand of the 36th Division
on the morning of January 13. The 7013t was attached to 1st Armored Division
Artillery to support the fire of the 3lth Division. One 'C!' company M-10 went to
the rear for repair. 6 'C' company guns and 6 guns of '3B' comnany pulled back
to artillery positions from their anti-tank locations, The survey of 'A! and B!
companies had been completed by noon, and the preparation of 'B' company's position
was continued, 1In the day's firing, 'C' fired 211 HE shells and 8 rounds of smoke

while 'A' company shot 135 rounds of HE,

Captain Clarke was out on a reconnai'ssance of tl\ae 135th Infantry sector in the
morning of January ll. One 'A' company gun moved back to the service echelon to
have the radiator repaired, The Ba‘talion expended 687 rounds of HE that day. At
1700 hours, a letter from Heddquarters, II corps, was rece.ind, dated 12 January
194k, detaching the 70lst T.D. Bn. from 1st Armored Division and attaching the
Battalion to II Corps.

The Battalion armorer inspected the guns of 1st Platoon, 'A! company, and found
a small adjustment necessary on one gun. All the others were in satisfactory
condition, A Recon. company patrol worked to the 139th Brigade (Br.), lllst Inf-
antry Reg't.,, 135th Infantry Reg't. Headquarters, and got within a mile of Cassino.
The Battalion fired 3% rounds of HE for January 15th.

The following day, the 36th F.A. Battalion Chaplain held Catholic Church Services
in the immediate area of the Battalion CP. Lt. Kennedy, Recon, Company, established
and m@ﬁ an OP on Hill 760'at 919231. A Teconnaissance was carried out for an GP
on Mt, Troechio, but the post was not established, Another regconnaissance was made
of routes from.the' present positions to a contemplated positicn, northwest of Mt.,
Porchia, off Highway #6. The routes were marked but the area needed sweeping.
Maintenance was amph-asizod through the Battalion that day,

Lt. Lewis and his survey party ran control points to a contemplated gun posi-
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A swsm;. recomnaissanos for a Btttd:lcn GPF was made on the nomin c;f
January 19, and the location picked was on the 3an Vittore road at 93L165. Pre-
paration of gun positions continued and the w, exoept for one platoon of !C!
company, was completed, The Porehia and Troochio OP's were established, and I&, -
Kennedy went to the 139th Brigade (Br.) =s liaison for their op-rationa: At 0200
hours the next day, 'A', 'BY, and 'C! companies moved into their new areas, and
OP's wers established and manned on i’orohia‘ at 9_13157, Trocchio at 88317’4; and
Cedro at 902145, Vehicles of Command Group moved by inf{ltration, one vehicle
every 20 minutes, to establish the new CP.

One 'A' company M-10 received a direct hit from enemy shell-fire &t 0200 hours
of January 21, There were four enlisted men casualties. A reconnaissance party
covered the Rapido River area seeking approaches to and across the river. During
the day the Battalion sent 3584 rounds into enemy positioms.”

A heavy smoke screen, which had been laid over the valley for the past three
days, made visibility and, consequently, OP operations exceedingly difficult. It. '
Kennedy was out on reconnaissance to the Rapido River area, During the day of
January 22, the Battalion expended 4228 rounds. Only 616 rounds were directed at
German lines the following day, and there was a general shelling of the valley by
enemy guns, Slight dahage resulted to some light vehicles in the Battalion CP area,

mm Il! Mm ter mpﬁi‘tﬁtﬁ
vonbied $hroughout. the day in M




N ‘1'$bilﬂhy f!ul OP's continued to be poor on January 24th due to the smoking
éﬂ"" -“ t‘i hu-'! by the enginnrl. Lt. Kennedy was out on a reconnaissance of routes
; . il ihb forward ares bu$'th0re was no firzng during the day. The 7018t Trains moved

Ip;tb th‘ lr00‘0f9999105. 1t. Kennedy continued his reconnaissance activities the
i !elloiing dlr'Ihon he attempted to locate a route from Highway #6 to the area north-
: 'Iblt of Mt. Troochio. waever, his efforta were unsuccessful and it was concluded
| that no such route exists, A total of h178 rounds were fired at the enemy that day
by the Battalien guns.

; ] On January 26, for the first time since the Battalion had movéa~into its
present area, the valley-was not smoked and fhe (P's cépld observe for registrat-
jon of the companies, All the companies registered and 99 rounds were fired “hat
3 day, ILt. Kennedy made contact with the British in X Corps sector, 1732 rounds
were expended the following day, and Reconnéissance patrols contacted the British
on the left of the 36th Livision sector and the 34th Division troops to the right
of the 36th Division‘sector during the day, 3026 rounds were fired at the enemy
on Jamary 28, and this dropped to U65 rounds the tollowing day. Lt. Kennedy
contadted the British in the Vandra sector.

Church services were conducted by Chaplain Strevig in the Ba*ttalion CP arca
‘on the morning of January 30, 1354 rounds were fired that day as 5th army attacks

il

brought good results, 4All companies prepared to move forward in support of "CC' o

should a bridgehead be established across the Rapido River,

he positions of the Battalion on 31 January 19hly were as follows:

; Bn. CP - 93105
o recon & Trains - 00C108

A1 = 91309 ~ 16268 :
A-2 - 91240 - 10392 . 62&&;24¢faf?/2?}4&44&?7u/
A-3 - 91182 - 1050k ALAURY B. 0.0 530

B-1 - 90830 - 10276 Capt., 7Olst T. J. Dn.,

B-2 - 90650 - 10218 .

C-1 - 91602 - 16073

g C-2 = 9140k - 10678
| €-3 - 91609 - 1loLTl

5=2
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Total ammunition expenditure for +the month of January 194l —- 20733 rowws.

Casualty Report -

WHITSIT, Robert Captain dla
RITHIAN, Charles 2nd Lt, DA
HEISBERGER, Chas. 5/ 3t . Sid
(LSON, Henry A, , et Lia
DWORSKI, Frank A, Corp, LA
GLYNN, James A, T/S Liia
RHOTERS, William Pvt. Suh
COPE, William R. Pvt. A
KEENAN, John R, Pfec. Sda
FARBER, vDaniel pvt. SIA
KE:EN, Mﬁ.n. G. Pvto J‘:‘IA
BUHRMANN, Louis pvt. Dus
REPKA, Loleslaws Pvt. Lia
WILCOXON, John L. Pvt. L

I{IENAN, Raymond Pfe. Lia
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701ST TANK DESTROYEr BATTALION
APO ibl, ¢/o Postmaster, Mew York, N.Y.

Month of Mar 44

1 April 19Lk4
SUBJEBCT: Operations Report
0 3 Adjutant General, U.S. Army, Washington, D.C, (thru channeals)
cons i o BT S s of g A

Destroyer Battaliom covering the period 1 March 19Li; to 31 March 19Lk, is
herewith submitted. - —

2, The operations covered in this report are statements from the Unit
Journal and the Battalion Diary, and supporting evidemce for said statements
is attached,

3. Previous operations report submitted and including 29 Fed 194lL.

For the Commanding Offioer:
Pl
Cap TOlst iD Bn,,

®. - Adyutemt, 3
D PAII Lt hs A

e .- .- A . —————————— - 4

- ii';\Gli*iii-ii*i‘iil

QPERATIONS QF THE 701ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

W
Period - 1 March - I March 19hk N
Location of 701st T.D. Ba. beginming of periods: L Vo @
- Italy 000, Shests
e 158 T 1T IT Iv osas
Ba, CPs 867227 L229
Ror Cos 867224
"AR Cos 865229 (9 gums in aseembly area)
“B®* Cos 976172 (12 guns anti-tamk rewerve)
“C" Cos 943269 (10 guns in anti-tamk reserve) ‘ -

Begimning of the mouth the battalioa oomtinued its operatiems in VI Oorpa}
reserve, rumiudthnlithnh'c'mmatucbdtomm
1D Ba. to strengthen the amti~tank defemses in the 3rd Infantry Divisiom
sester. "C" cempany was held im reserve im indirect fire positioms. The

dispesitiens of the gums were 2 gums 9k9296, 2 gums 972268, 2 gums 9123, ‘ Vg‘?

Qv‘
0\

. , . -l - X
\Y%\Q:;\\*" \\\ - m ) ‘ R |
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AID 2 gums at 9912%.

Reconnzissance compamy recommoitered for direct fire positions for *B®
company in vicinity of Conca. "B" moved at 1630 hrs 1 March to asseably area
in vicinity 976170 prior to occupatiom of positions in the Conca area. Dur-
ing the regroupimg in the assembly area in vicinity of 976176 "B* company
received hsavy enemy artillery fire, woumding Lt. Neeleman the company
exscutive officer seriously, killing one R, Sgt. Outlaw, and damaging

one ¥-10,

"A" company at the beginming of the month was continuing with its maim—
tenanoce, rehabilitation, and training of new gun crews, Preparations and
plans for moving of three M-10's from in the vicinity of the "Flyover® were
laid out in cooperation with the Bmn, maintenance and Piomser platoon. The
recovery work was planned to go into effect as soom as weather permitting |

and pemiss.ia: obtained from troops in vicinmity of the *Flyover.®

The battalion trains on 2 March were forced to move to a new location-in
vicimity of §75218. Movement was necessary because of the occupation of
of positions within the area by the 938 FA Bn. (155am Hows). The trains
closed in the new area at 1930 hrs.

ilate in the afternoon of the 2 March the third platoon of B* company
was alerted to move to the 3rd Inf, Div. sector to reinforce the anti-tank
defenses, The nigh! of 2-3 March two platoons from "B company moved into
the 3rd Inf., Jiv. in position with mission to be in mobile anti-tank reserve.

After three unsuccessful days of reconnoitering for indirect fire pos
itions for *B" company by Rcn. company positions were found in vicinity of
970157 on L March., The night of L-5 March two platoons closed in indirect
fire positions., The fcllowing morning "B" company tiec in with the 69th
AFA Bn, 3urveying of gun positions and registration of "B" company was

-2 -
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supervisea ty the cSth ara Bn, =Ren, company Set uw an OP in the vicinity

of (L7201 *c observe the fires for "B" company in the 33F sector,

Xcn, company on 7 March moved the CP in 3SF sector from wicinity 007201

to vicinity OCT1ch.

"a" company after 12 days of maintenance, rehabilitation, ancd train-
ing was placed in Corps reserve on 7 March. Plans were formulated to
relieve "5" company oi5 TD Bn, in direct fire positions by "A" company
701st TD Bn. in vicinmity of 876283. The relief was plammed to take place
on the night of 8-9 and 9-1C karch. 4 night recomnaissance was accomp~
lished by Ecn., company on the night 7-8 March of forward direct fire posit-
ions to be occuppied by "A" company. Capt. Clarke of Ren, company made the
reconnaissance and recomzended that guns can reach houses in vicinity of

876283 and 583283 to occupy direct fire positions in the houses,

The night of 7-8 March *C" company operating with the cOlst TD Bn,
in the 3rd Inf, Div sector relieved one platoon of "B" company ocOlst TD
Bn., The anti-tank position consisted of night and day direct fire posit-
ions; night positions 2 guns at $83298; day positions 2 guns at 985302.

Two guns were held in reserve in the vicinity of 974287,

8 March battalion contacted the British Recce, 6th Armd. Infantry, and
oL45th TD Bn. in conjunction with "A" company's TD guns occupying df;rect
fire positions in vicinity of 879283 and 883283 on night of 8- March,
After sundown on 8 March on night of 8-9 March the pioneer platoon moved out
to build a road and fortify positions to be occupied by thg "A" company
guns in the vicinity of 879283 and 883283. The work by th;a pioneer plat-
oon was completed by 2200 hrs and 2 guns of "A" company closed into direct
fire positions at 2345 hrs without an incident. The following morning, 9
March, 6 guns of "A® company closed in indirect fire positions in vicinity
of 862253 and L guns remained in vicinity of 865229 held their position

-3 -


http:ItB-ca.pa.ny

in rreparatior to occupy direct fire positions in vicinity of 878275, 878273,

t722c%, and 876209 on the right of $-1C Narch,

4t noon § March "C" company and 3rd plat., "B" company attached to 60lst
U Bn. reverted back to the control of 1st irmd. Division. “C" company
was notifiec anc alerted for movement at 2000 hrs on night of 9-10 March,
The relief to be effected by 501st Tu Bn, and %o begin at dusk,

Liaison was established with oClst 0 Bn, and preparations were made
for the relief and movement of "C" company and the 3rd platoon of "B"
company, <he 3rd platoon of "B" company was moved to an assembly area in
vicinity of $73195. The following morning the 3rd platoon was moved into
indirect fire positions in vicimity of 976218, *C* company, upon relisf
by o0lst ™ 3n, mcved Lo assembly area in the vicinity of 954214 where it

spent the fcllowing ten days on maintenance anc rest,

The folicwing three days, 10th through 13th March, were quiet and not
much activity transpired in the battalion. The whole extent of the activity
was firing of 18 guns in indirect fire positions; 6 "A" company guns, 12
"SY com-any gurs, and manning of P's at 903272 and 876267, The CP at
938272 observed a mission for 933 FA Bn (155 Hows) on enemy artillery

ba*tery. The area was well ccvered and battery neutralised,

The afternoon of 13 March liaison was established with Sth (Br.) Inf,
vivision by Cart. a.B, korrison, equipped with radio and messenger, Capt.
kerrison worked with the British R.A, coordinating the fires of 6 "A* Co,

gans anc 12 "c" Cc. in support of the Sth (Br,) Inf. ¥iw,

NMight of 13-14 Karch "B" company moved from indirect fire positioms
in vicinity of 999158 and 976218 to wicinity 806247, "B" company put in
position 2 six gun batteries in vicinity of 88lo00~-2L560 and 86L00-24568 to

support the br, K.4, of 5th (Br.) Inf, Div. "B" company's FDC coordinated

,,",4‘ I‘Lr B
R - )
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and handled fires for their two 6 gun batteries, and o..s 6 gun battery of

AN company.

Ren, company set up OP's in vicinity of 903270, 876267, and 883283 th e
morning of 15 March. The OP's and "A" and "B" companies worked in FM channel
of Ren., receiving sensings on observed targets direct from forward obser-
vers, Fire missions requiring heavier caliber guns were relayed from Ren.
company command half-track via telephone to 938th FA Bn, (155 Hows) or
91lst AFA Bn, (105 SP Hows)., Lt. Boenning supplemented the ground OP's
by arranging for ’a.tr OP flights with 1st AD artillery Piper Cubs. The
ground OP!s remained in same vicinity through the close of the period.

Six guns of "A" company and 12 guns of "B" company remained in indirect
fire positions from 13 March through the close of the period., The night
of 20~21 March the 6 guns of."A" company which were in direct fire posit-
ions moved to the vicinity of 8612l9 into indirect fire positions. The
move of these 6 guns of "A" company into indirect fire positions made
four 6 gun batteries in indirect fire positions. The guns of "A" and
"B" company were tied-im with the 9lst AFA Artillery. "A" and "B" compan-
ies remained 41n indirect fire positions through the end of the period.

Night of 18-19 March the 1lst platoon. of "C" company moved out from
vicinity of 95421l to SSF sector to support a contemplated attack by our
troops, Before the platoon reached the assigned rendesvous in the SSF °
sector prior to attack, the attack was called off and the platoon was
ordered back to company assembly area in vicinity of 95421L, The follow-
ing morning 19 March "C" oompany reconnoitered the SSF sector for n'tﬂlu'y
positions, Positions were foumd in vicinity of 975190 and plans were
made for ococupation of those positions the might of 19-20 March. The
movement was made without incidemt, closing im reconnoitered areas at 2100
hrs. The ocmpany split into 3 four gun batteries, one at 975187, one at
975220, and ome at 975190. lt. Lewis surveyed "C" company's guns the follow-
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ing morning and with the aid of 69th AFA Bn. the guns were registered and
tied-in with the 69th AFA FDC. on the 22 March, Lt. Edson of "C" company
established an OP in SSF in vicinity of Oll1lL3,

The gun companies of the battalion remained in artillery roles until
the 25 March when "C" company was alerted to relieve "B" company, 60lst T
Bn, in direct fire positions in 3rd Inf, Div, sedtor. Preparations and plans
were made with 601st TD for the relief during the night of 25-26 March,
Movement began at 2200 hrs and "C" company closed in direct fire positions
at 2400 hrs; one gun at 008288, 1 gun at 011282, 1 gun at 006282, 1 gqun at
004287, 1 gun at 989279, 1 gun 989282, 2 guns 005293; the 3rd platoon with
4 guns remained at 973196 im reserve, The company CP located at 9912i8,

The 25 March was a red letter day for the battalion, At approximately
1400 hrs Lt, Col. King was seriously wounded and Captain Whitsit, "B" Co.
commander, 1ightly wounded from a 3" shell fired from gun of 89lth TD Bn. .

Col, King, Col, McPheters and Capt. Whitsit were having a conference outside

of “B* company's CP at 866247 when the accident occured, The 3" shell hit

a branch of a tree directly above them causing an air burst, It, Col, McPheters
of 91st AFA Bn, died in route to the hospital.

Capt. Bowlen, company commander of Hqs. company and senior officer,
assumed command of the battalion. At 1700 hrs 25 March, Capt. John S. King,
Bn, 5-3, assumed command per authority contained in letter 1st Armi, Division,
dated 25 March 1944, Capt. John S, King appointed Capt. ¥ray, Bn. S-1, as
exscutive officer in addition to his S-1 duties, and Lt, Cady, "B" company

assumed command of "B* company.

A" and “B" companies continued in an artillery role, with Ren. company
manning OP through close of period. "C" company, in direct fire positions,
working with the 34th Inf., Div., harrassed the enemy nightly by coordin-
ated "shoots®™ with the imfantry. Night of 31 March a "shoot" was coordin-
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ated with 168 RCT, 34th Inf, Division. Two guns from 1lst platoon, "C" com-
pany moved to within 600 yards of an enemy strong point, (house #1lL). Ai; a
prearranged signal the infantry illuminated the target by means of flares
fired from mortars. The two guns fired 77 rounds, about half HE and half
APC BUF in 3 minutes., The '"shoot" created a bedlam in enemy sector with the
enemy retaliating with MG and mortar fire, Despite the heavy MG and mortar
fire the two guns moved back into their direct fire positions without any

casualities or damage to the ¥-10's,

At 1100 hrs 30 March, Major F.M, Doran, executive officer of 68th AFA
Bn, assigned to the battalion by lst Armored Division, assumed command of
the battalion. The new battalion commander appointed Capt. J.S., King,
executive officer, Lt, Cox of "C" company, S-3, and Capt. A.B., Morrison

as survey and special services officer,
Locations of 70lst T.D, Bn. at end of periods

Bn, CP - 867227, Bn. Trains - 875218, A Com-
any CP - 860252; A=l (6 guns) -

9; A=2 (5 E -
. B Company CP = 82621&7; (Bel (6 gums) - géhZ T3
B-2 (6 guns) - . C Co CP - 991248, C-1 -
01827k4; 019268; 01L267; EI?%EC‘—? - 989279; 989282;
(2 guns) - 005293, C-3 - 008288; 011282; 006282; 00L287.

Ren C CP = 867225, OP8s - 876267; 8512903 918295.
Bn"Tﬁae c%"etacmmt with Trains - 8§75218.




APPENDIX:
Ammunition expended from 1 March to 31 March:

Shell, HB, M2, FFD Ml - - - - = - - = 10878

Shell, HE, M2, FPD M5} - = = = = - = = 2L

Shell, APC = = = &= = = e e = = . - — 70

Shell, Smoke - = = =~ = = - - - . h- = 228

TOTAL = = = = ~= = = - = 11270

CASUALITIESs

KING, Harrison Lt, Col. SWA
WHITSIT, Robert J. Capt., L¥A
NEELEMAN, Leonard J, 1st Lt, SWA
KENNEDY, Joseph G. lat Lt. L¥A
Outlaw, Ernest L, Sgt. KIA
Simmons, Russell W, Sgt. . LHA
Arant, Henry L, /4 LWA
Scott, Charles H, T/5 LWA
Smith, Chester A. T/5 T
Bednarz, Bdward Pfc. SWA
Staggsdill, Harold Pvt, TMA
Clarke, Carroll J, Pvt. LWA
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HEADQUARTERS 7015[ Tal.K DESIRCYER BATTALION
APO 6L, ¢/o Postmaster, N,Y,C., K.Y,

1 April 194l

. COMBAT LESSONS LEARNED FOR PERIOD 1 MARCH = 3L MakCH

The M-8 and k=20 vehlcles with any prolonged usage far radio caanuri-
cation are presenting excessive amount of electrical maintenince, The wealmess
lies in the generator and vadltage regulators in the L-8 and =20, Due to the
type of electrical equipment used in these vehicles, repair and regulaztions is
almost out of Question, lezving the only alternative of camplele rq>laceuvnt

of the generator and voltage regulator, This means of maintenance is oresentiiy
roblem because of the limited amount of electrical parts availalble for tle
and k=2 wvehicles,

High velocity gun tubes, namely, the 3 inch TD gun, cun be preserved
and maintained very satisfactorily Wy using diesel fuel as a solvent und clean-

Tubes in this battalion have fired an spproximate average of 200

rounds each and in a recent ordnace inspection were classed in good ccniridtion
without any signs of excessive deterioration, -

Corps Artillery Net.

3.

Recently this battalion started tc use weather corrections on all un-
observed fires with excellent results, We get the Meteorcll.glecal messages from

A relatively short time is required to figure a letro ard

it is well worth the trouble, A powder taermometer would be extremely usefi:l,
At present we have to call on a nearby artillery unit tc cet the powder ta:pera-

ture,

tattalion,

Lo

Se

Replacements, Yot officers and enlisted pe.rrsomel received in tie
past month by this batx,a;ion show considerable lack of D tr ning, Tobicenhle
weaknesses are radio nroce ™ re and ceneral knowledpe of Fk radics, Lap reading,
gunnery, and general mcvlelr'e of tne capablllmne of *he Tal0 o2 T T Ty
in nany cases,

There are o irect «ights eQuipped with nigii lLi~hiving Jevices in “re

Qur ri nt .L...J'.u,.ru Jevice for tie natoraric mijht ic o home role oor-

traption which worrs vitu lizitstirns Yut it is cbill nob good enouzh, I' is U
peretive tiab ve ceb ot 2 direct sizih with nigit lizhbing leviqe Teis i ies ud

a nishh lichting device for hie pancramic cichh,

6, When raiiv- Toree ShifLs gwe have fruy) Yhab an o evres e S rel g con
creat as 20, To occrrech for Lhis we I'CV:, wr wre checs o be i 22 ihion
+c the base D”’“+ T a8~ A-r@ +tha At anis AaTat Tat At e a P
so that w}mn a tarce? T’Y:ated in t.e xt.ci:.itv of wn cwn noiny o o ko Tred

) - N : . J
the gilt is giver fromx the check point,
when figeriny [.ik IF's, 1‘he data for each check »nrint is c**wpm“n'l e
ti-t cives us letr‘ rovrections for onoaren ‘QO# encl cide 11000 rards twver of
short c“ t‘r‘e hect nol T, c"'rvﬂ;ﬁ.:".e “‘,wp e "reﬁ e s Tlest o
~rover Letro cnrAef""“tis o o mobservel torcetrotic s lTired 2~cn che AR
Sren.
Faor tre T JAXURNS SRR VA LIRS
M A/ @/1
‘ALL.._ JJ asig - u— .y
AN
- uln) ¢ - - -3
J"'30
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Al ubly of/e restmaster, Low Yorky H.Y. /-39 /9/*’*‘// /Z‘/f/
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i Lo owdih subadbbode

. 2e U8 operations cever:d ix Lhis reperi wre statesents froo Lae
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P s in vicinity of (512K, 876207, and 918295, "A" and ™" campailies in
Larps reserve occuppied artdllery pusitions reinforeing the artillery fire of
9m .1;“!"!". mtm.

The periocc irem the 1 April to 5 April wus inactive., The tatialion fire

ng "a" and "BY caupanies as artillery md “C% caxpany in a static antietamn
positions, with the aid of the newly setap FIC in the battalim iiys, the pro=
ficiency of ocur artillary fire was greatly improved, Ihe battaldon FLC in

no sensc opersted a rugular Fiald artillsry FiC, The b thaliom 100 alded Whe
caupany FiX's by suapplying metro correeblons, plotting of initial data o
obs.rved targets, assigning fires to battories, coardlnating tLhe rogistratian
of butterics with lion, Co. observers, and also, plotting and calculatdiy of all
masved fires for tie battalion,

The inastive pariod on the inklo [eachiwad preseded an idesl ppPortuns
ity for training of the battalion in artiilery :ethodse Wb L april lajor
(oran, the buttaliom concender, organisec s forward ¢bservation school Lo teach
tiw oificers in the battalion the finer points in Aixial Draciket and .udal
irocisin Fire, The school was beld for 10 days at *Yois" ur in vicinity of
375200

“oH comparyy oB $he night of Sth il in cooparation witi thie 108th inf,
CoRSs harrazsed tne enedy MWy direct fire en pwsanuwl, flacwagons, kmown Lu
soBitions ad chrong poinks, Tha results of *shoots” on night of S«O6th 4ril
arc wunowm, tub the [=10'8 arewus enjoyed pourdng 33 rounds of s oud of 7
rast ab Wie enemy, wne of Lao MelO's froam O* campany, while aroute from the
*ohogt! book o yezulsrly ocosuppdsd amtietani positlon roceived a hit irau
Loy wortar zhoily wounding two enlisted mem and damaging the broachhlock of
b um,  cosplte vhe roballation Wy the enemy after cach of vieow roving
gun direct fire harrassing rissiens, the crews enjoyed the raie,
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. The Tl aukii uiv babtalien received thdve aflliows Irew .&pyliaQo-
wnt el abbucaing e W tie bavbulies Lor duty sad coubatl tralaingt
208 Lbe Ludblpl ue AUGRHON Was sbeanlod W BT Coey &l LbeGarl B
PUOn8 WO AT oempany, aid 2nd ibe Lomuol kendlow (e jiGue COMpARYe

a redief of i campay in direct fire pesition 1n tha 3iin Lale
Sive secler wad plamed Dy Wwe battalions The mows wad plausned e the
udgiitv of Lo=ib Apride Gu uigat 10=ll puril 74¢ cepany s orde. ed W
ravemnciear in MUth 101 socter iu presacation to religve 0 Swa.aly ab
GAGIL Ol Limlitdy aurdle tuvennaisoancu Ly L0 oekpan, of ! culpEy's
anuimoullc Jositdone was suscassful and without incident.

seraing of 43 Aysdl tae 2nd pluleon of LY copay was alarted fer
sevcsalt o be S Ter rald in Whab secier ,laaod for e 15 agxdde
AL 193 wro 2ad plube wider “be johidans cett ol cenpuny arca i vicinaby
of Uil wxi seved W acwadl, wrua ab Yuigddo. e pleteen oloswa at
2135 s swnheut en dooldeate

tpt oF MpalS w4¢ cempany DWed Irew in Vice of 9oudh2 as plaunod
W roliave Gf oempeny in au antdetank rele in 3utn Aide unve uectar.
Jue o road reswElstions axd aevemnt of uroepo in e Jitu Life Uive
Locwor i aumb Iy w4 cospan; had te Be staggared; 1 platoon loaving at
VR ows wwaer ab W00 s and Wie last b 2250 oo wie cem.ay braiog
b 2y ive  pwe of maral » [ radigliens (i, ronside, [ruscodt, iLe
SEAVREEOy iBhy @wal P Loata « Cigtemd tead to @ itdense Tue relicd
i B b LUl insidedby *AY cogpuny olesing in Latd~tni peaitiens
Al VAN Latse il Saiadyt @ uum {roi juth [afe Jdve sectar o #i®
Byl h 0k PGS s alBe pade Withvub neldeil, Glosunyg L arca

av Ml ilSe

fhe L radd dn whien Whe 21 plotoon ¢ oEpany Was Lukil, oaby
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Japod 0if ab 050 s 15 ,rile (oo sootisen of 2nd platoan *BY Oozpany
was abbachod U8 w@e ".7, L3t anade Loobe ki LB Vkler ssction abtacuod
4 a plaboun of Mght tanks frem Jlst «ude .mb. W prebeot Jaft fdank ab
yvilxiilhe 1l 2', suctiau of &xd xg whar Lue ldarsen in rele ox
JToboutdny; the laft . Tecewled Uy Lank (ead leadlng; whe Light tankse Ab
V23AOL & Large oruber wad SUCLWIeU in suidle of roade an atbepl wWas
waie o 30 SCTess ITuLer Dub due W At da.th wxi 8080 betica Liwe well
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’ HEADQUARTERS

TOLST TANK DESTROY:R BATTALION
APO L6lL, c/o Postmaster, New York, N,Y.

1 June 1945

SUBJBCT: Operations Report .
T0 N Adjutant Gereral, U.S. Army, Washington, D.C. (thru channels)

1, In compliance with the requirements of paragraph 10, 4R 345~
105, dated Larch 10, 1943, the following operations report of the 70lst
Tank Destroyer Battallon covering the period, 1 May 1944 to 31 May 19ikL,
_is herewith sutmitted,

2, The operations covered in this report are statements from the
Unit Jourmal and the Battalion Dairy, and supporting evidence for said
statements is attached,

3. Previous operations mpdrt submitted and including 30 April 194l.
For the Cormanding Officers

JESSE B, WRAY
C@t., 701“ ToDo BI.
Adjutant,

FTRFE KW H RFE R K R X U NN

OFIATICKS OF ThE 701ST TANK DE.TROYFR BATTALION
Perlod-lhay 3L May 19uh -

Locations of 701lst 7.D. Bn. beg:.nm.ng, of period:

Lap - Italy, 1/50,000
Sheets 158 I s III, IV
as 229

Bn CP - 867227
Ren Co- 867224

upt Co - 991247 (atchd to ol TD in support of 133 RCT) - guns in posn

as followss
" A=l = 0032083 011281; 006281; 001281
A2 - COB293; 0052933 00L2853 004282
A=3 = 0322733 0312725 02L282; 022277
"Bt Co - 860252; B-l 3061249 (6 guns , B=2 802253 guns
"CY Co - BuL2LT; Cel 86WRNT (6 guns); C-2 8u22L5 E gunsg

. . Ren CP''s - 851290; 876267 .and 918295

, * JC"%W W of *supporting artillery with Re?-

The period from kay 1 to Lay 3rd was generally without incident, ,.§
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alssance company ranning j:,., g .O§ con aly remained in static
anti-t ani positions in the 34th Div., sector, They received the usual

amount of shelling ut no casualities,

Cur tubes were chansed by Crdnance, "B" coupaly received first
priority., Guns were sent a few at a time so that tiere is always a six

gun battery in firing position,
Reconnaissance company contimied school on radio maintenance,

Plans for relief of "AM compary by "Bt company in the 34th Inf, Div,
sector were put inmto effect kay Lth, "B" company officers established
liaison with "A" company to facilitate relief and conducted reconnaissan-
ce in the area, without incidemt, "“B" companies' guns have all been re~

tubed,. "C" company to get their guns retubed next.

ni" company returned to artillery positions night of 5-6 Maj,
moveuwent began at 2145 hrs. Relilef was by platoon, Upon completion Mg
company returned to Battalion control and ocecupied artillery positions
vacated by "B% wompary, "BY company attached to 601 TD Bn. upon closing

in anti-tank positions, Relief was completed with incidents None,

On Lay 5th Major Doran started a school for platoon comuanders in
forward observation, ILveryone took great interest because, while learn-
ing the finer points of Forward 5bservation, they were also shooting

‘Krauts,

From Liay Tth to Lay 12th the gun companies worked with the First
Armored Division on Tank~Infantry-Tank Destroyer problems in preparation
for future operations, Ren Co. reconnoitered routes to assembly areas

in the La Ferrier area for future opcrations, Pioncer Platoon also worked

-2-
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with 1st AD sweeping areas for mines. Durin; this time FU school, 10U
hrs. checks on M1O's and maintenance of vehicles contimied, Tihe utuas
mumber of TOTs were fired. Generally, everyone was devoting all avail-
able time for the future operation, "B" company vias relicved from anbi-
tank role in the 34th Inf, Div. sector the night of 11-12 llay without
incident, It was returmed to Battalion comtrol at 0315 hrs, in the .-ad-

iglione Sector,

Kay 12th "A® company fired on the anti-tank st Coast ilange. "B"
company occupied artillery positions vacated by "C" compaly which moved o
assembly area vicinity 977195 in preparation for the drive ou: of the bea-

chhead,

kay 13th = Reconnaissance by "B" compuny for indirect fire positions
and also by transportation secticn for routes of supply for comin: operczt-
ions, "“C" cormpany used verrain plot at lsu 4 headguarhbers to stucy

terrain to be fougnt over,

Loy luth - 0% compan; prepared forward posicions in coajuiction
with cauing opaations, Transportcotion platoon vegan laying cown amz.o

in "B" comany's reconnoitcred pocitions in vicinity of Le Fer:iier,

liay 15 - #Work continued on forvard positions by "C! com aiy. Mad
campany [ired on the west Coast Anti-Tank Range, 150 new LlO's dravm to
be used as corrand vehicles in coming operation, Usuddl TOT s axd nzinten-

ance continued,

ey 16 = Work on farvard positions, Continued maintenance chicex
of all vehicles. All 110's to duly and in excellent shape., ‘iire 1aid to

units from pioposed Bn, CP for coning operatior, Usual TOT's firec,

hay 17 - Plans "Buffalo" and "Grasshopper® wire stuuied by the

-EL‘)‘ [ 2 I: N .
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the Battalion anc preparations niace to carry out eib.er cne as uiie cuse

might be, kaintenance check continued on veiiicles,

Lay 18 - Road recomncissance from Bn assembly acrea ob Le reriier

made, Preparations niace for plan "buffalo’,

May 19 = Lt. Bdson, in conjunction vith loti Bagrs, niede bridge rcn,
Tank-Inf,~TD exercise with one platoon of "B® corpany held in lst AL btrain-

ing area. Liaintenance ¢f all vehicles contimied,

Mgy 20 - "B company alerted for movement on order of lst AD., Fre=-

mration for plan "Buffalo" contirmed,

During the nignt of lay 21-22, "B" comparny moved to indirect fire pos-
itions in vicinity 9L229L without inecident. Bn. Hq., stripped dovm, moved
to new CP located at 971271, Rcn. made morning of Lay 23 to area in vicinity
of Bn, CP, also "B" Co,, 030th which was attached for the operation "Buffalo®,

During the hours of darimess "A" and WC" companies moved to urepared
positions, "C" company in vicinity 909303 with CC ®B", 1lst AD, and "An
company to vieinity 903l with CC "A%, 1lst AD, May 23 the attack jumped off,
During the attack thc first day "C" company had eight TD's kiocked oul by
nrlne.:s but even with that KO'd 2 enemy tanks, M"A" company had a field day by
knocking out 11 tanks and one 88, The platoon of "B" Company tihat was att-
ached to “Cw company accounted for a "flamerm, #Bu :ompany fired artillery

preparation and supporting fires with excellent results,

Crews of knocked out TD's rcported back to trains to pick wp tiweir
new MIO's and went straight back to the fight., So cnded the first day of our
all out attack with Rome and beyond as the objective, Tiie Comps took all

their objectives the first day; everything wént according to plan although

-k -
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resistance was plemty stiffi, i s .
The attack comtinued at dawn May 2Lth; all gun companies detached.

Ren. Co. manned OP at 936294 covering flank of the attack. Reported enemy
counter-attack in lSth Div, sector at 21L0. SP's, kG s, and Inf. was useds

ugw c'ompany' s disabled M10'swwere almost all replaced by mormning of
olith Lay. The spares of TD's in Corps are exhausted. Attack progressed with
resistance slackening, "C" company took a few prisoners also fired a round
imto a dugout erasing 10 Germans., No taks reported knocked out today. So
far the companies have claimed 12 tanks, one "88" towed, 2 Sp*s, 2 Li's,
and 1 Ferdinand damaged, liorale vias never higher., Recovery of MlO!'s

continued,

During the night of 24=-25 kay a counterattack on the 100th Inf, (our

left flank) was repulsed with no penetrations,

On lay 25th the Beachhead is no longer. The 91lst Rcn, Squadron and
tne 3oth Engrs. met along coe.zst west of Littoria., Lt. Loveless of upn
corpany wounded today - scriously; second time on the beachhead for him,

The CP is neved ¢ormiard as tne atiack progresses bevond the railroad to the
left of Cisternia. "C" compamy reports jetiing a ';probable" Lke VI, Iioth=
ing else reported. Our forward elements were at 902302; 9033035 9073073
973356; 960308 in the U5th Div. sector. In the 1lst AD sector the oth Infanty
secured Red Line (See Cverlgy inclosed). Retrieving of 130vs continues,

raintengnce is having a tough jov on this operation,

lay 26 - Tuc.companies have thc following TD*s for duty - "a¥ Co, -
12; "B" Co, = 123 “C" Co, - 13, L TD's in maintenance rcpaircble; 3 sal-

vz ged.

Tne attack continued toward Velettri with resistance light, Col.

ilowse vdth his task force rgparted in Artena.
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NG company*snocced out baotory oi dual purpode 88's, Caught them while

the men viere warxking on their guns; also got 2 tanls and 2 vehicles,

Battalion alerted to move to acsembly area in vicinity 970¢75. Back

to our old CP. Battalion will per form maintenance for at least 24 hours.

Lay 27 - Orders are received tinat companies are still attached to saume

Combaet Comuands. kaintenance of all vehicles and radios., Shovwer trucks and

general clean up.

List of equipment knocked out by companies from 22 to 26 May inclusive.
‘ Some of it hadn't been reported before - everyone too busy working over the en-
ey to worry about how much damage we had done:

uB" Co, = 2 Mk, VI's, 1 tank towing a gun, 1 AT gun & 4 Mk, IV s,

ng" Co, - 1 bk, IV; 1 Mk, VI, 1 MG; 2 vehs., 8 A/T guns; 5 arty.
pieces (220 Hows,)

HAM Go, - 12 Tanks; 3 SP's; 3 A/T guns,

Received infarmation that there would be no move tonight except in

eInexr gency .

Lay 28 - Laintenance continues today. Bne. CO reported to General Har-
mon to discuss reconnaissance made during morning, Attack planned fo} moTN=
ing 29 Lay. Routes of approach and Field Order to be out as soon after 1800
hrs. as possible, It is understood that the L5th ISivision is to follow the

1st AD in trucks.

39 M0V s for duty. Bn, maintenance has done a fine job,
uAM company in assembly‘ area in vieinity 935300,

Lay 29 - The Bn., less "A" and "C" companies, detached from Division
Reserve and attached to CC "A" with mission of maintaining contact with the

34th and 45th Division amd furnishing A/T protection for the right flank of

-6 -
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ncH company reports armor has crossed line wolf and is reeting little
resistance.

The Bn., CP moved to 913375 vdthout incident,

1 110 hit by enemy shellfire - 5 enlisted men wounded.

May 30 - Attack progressing satisfactorily., "C" company reports thut
they are 300 yards past phase line Oscar, "B" company reports that they are
with the right people and tlmt everything is going OK.

Major Redding, Battalion Cmdr., was injured in an automobile accident

and evacuated., Lkajor Doran assumed conzand,

May 31 - The attack continued., Lesistance was pretty stiff. Jerry
was using mcre artillery and anti-tank fire than usual, The comanies said

it looked like our stuff coming in instead of German,

1st AD is going to reshuffle troops tonight - some tnat should be in
CC "A" sector are in CC "B" and vise versa, Tanks will initially be out in
front of infantry but will pull back after infamtry has dug in, altho some
will be left well forward in direct sugpport of the Infantry, CC of CC "%
asked if we would be able to stay vibere we were :A:'Lthout extra help; also to
submit request for defensive fires and give accurate location of our elements,

All this was dore, There was no counterattack during the night.

The period ended with companies detached and in position:

(Bn - mpM & ®Ch Co's,) reinf., by Ren Co, 1lst AR - Aftached to CC man
Bn. CP - 860379
"Bt Co, - 873¥6, B - 8oclol; B2 - 873392; B3 ~ 87203
Ren Co, = 872383, Fwd elememts - 861389,
OP - 868389. Ren 1st AR - 872333. Fwd
el ements - 808403 and 8601LG3.

uC» company attacned to CC uBn
uch Co. - 859401, Gl - 857L02; C2 - 85LLUO3; €3 - 857L02

BA® companyy attached to CC mAn
uA® Co, - 913373; Al - 873L03; A2 ~ 913373; A3 - 913373

C RESH 7
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ANNEXs
Amunition expended during period:
HE - - - 11187
Time - -« 143
Smoke- - 131
APC- - - 857

Total 12598
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HEADQUARTERS
TO1lST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
APO LOl, c/o Postmaster, New York, N,Y,

1 June 1944

LESSONS LEARNED IN OOMBAT

Gun Companiess
T. In the recent operations it was quickly learned that a 13th

110 proved of great value to the company commander for the close command of
his platoons which would have been impossible without the use of a coruand
vellicle containirng the same degree of mobility and fire power,

2. There were conflicting views as to whether the liaison officer
should be sent to Combat Command or the Battalion with which the company
is working when a ID company is attached to other units, However, it has
generally proved to be more effective when the company liaison officer was
placed with the Combat Com:and,

3. High ranking officers of supported units have often tried to

-use Ti# s as tanks, lowever, a destroyer cannot be used as a tamk; we cannot

tire while moving, and we do not have the machine guns and maneuverability
of tanks, The TI*s should employ their own methods of destroying targsts
even vhen located by some ta nk officer. One excellent opportunity was lost
because a coupamny cormander of a tank unit told one section when to fire ard
vhen not to fire, The TD*s, themselves, should know better just when ard at

wnat to {ire than otirer units,

L. The platoon should always be amployed as a unit. One gun, by
itself, is nat eilfective protection for tanks. Always use two guns or more
togetlier so tiat they have mutusl support,

5. Ti's can support kel and ¥=5 tanks at supporting distance
usually between assault and reserve companies, You cannot support amyone
frow LuQ or nare yards back in the usual terrain encountered in Italy. Nei-
ther can it be done right in among the supported units, for then you are
neutralizea by the same fire., A supporting unit should never allow itself
to be brouzht under tne same fire as the unit supported. Encugh room mist
be kept for sufficiemt naneuvering and still offer efficient support.

C. Tanks will sometimes storm ahead and seemingly forget about
their susporting TD's., However, this need not occasion any worry among the
T* s; tne tarus witl always be glad to send back a guide as soon as the TDrs
are needed,

7. Suvparted units often do not disseminate sufficient information
of friendly troops and locations, Cn rare tnanh one occasion our TDFs drew
friendly artillery fire, One conclusion drawn was that the headquarters
of the supuvorted unit must advise tne artillery of our locations, as they
had the responsibility of placing yhe T* s in tnat location,

8, The TD 3" gun is fine and drew many commendations from infantry,
tanks, ana otha supported w.its for its powsr and speed, but, with a TD
rore 1lishtly armored than a tank, it is highly wvulnerable to anti-tanik fire,
wWhen moving against anti-tan< guns across an open iield, encugh infantry

-1 -
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shoulu be provided to nove aheac am overcore such obstacles upoun call,
The point cannct be overciyphasiced tiat a Tank Lestrorer jun 1s even pore
vulnerable tiair o tank itsel! vhen encounterin; enaely agble=btamg suns,

9. “ne M gun, whdle lacicliy toe velocity orf one or two Gerron
neapole, is ver, capable in dealing .ith these so-calied “superior® sieoons
of tne Jerians, This is due to & Lirge part to poow construction of tne
vehicle, fast operation of the gun, aicressive crews, and encellent arrmun-
ition, Fast expericnce nas taugib us not to rely on tne fire of ore un
viien the nassed Iire of ..any guns can be concentrated on turgets such as
heavy armcr and SF guns. Since the principle oi nassed {irc was adopted
in tne battalion, resulis nave shovn & narsed inprovenent,

10. wnile vhe ..10's vere not juite fast encugh to wcep up vidth
tle light tanks, they gave a surorisingly good performaice in operatin,, cross-
country and in cifiicult terrain, An expert driver is of prime importance
in getting vhiere you vant Lo go. In proper condition, an KMLO could go any-
siere a light tank could except in extremely narrow defiles, TDds should
attempt 1o outmeneuver ernamy neavy armecr, to try for side shots or wnere
armor is thirnner whenever possible. ‘eamork by a gun section or larger
units is necessary to derive the maximum benefits from the employment of
TI*s against enery heavy amor. A single TD is almost helpless vhen sent
alone against German heavy armor such as the "rerdinand."

11, pgithe infantry security should be provided or the T s shauld
pull back amu consolidate with the tanks at night for protection against en- -

ey infantry,.

12, A power traverse vould bc a great asset for the MO, 1In a
fast moving situation, it is of utmost importance to get on a target to the
flankc, and even rcar, rapidly ard accurately. Driver's hatch should be
hinged so turret may rotate with the hatch open,

13. Vision slits are needed in the klO turrets. The battalion
lost a rumber of men during the past operations because of snipers. When
operating with tanks, enemy infantry is often by-passed, yet the only way
the platoon or section leader cain observe is by raising his head out of the
turret., .

1Ly, A Sponson mzchirne zun is badly needed in the MO to emphas-
ize a repeat in "Lessons Learned". hen operating with tanks where the MILO's
are well out in fromt of our own infantry, a Sponson or Lap gun is an ab- .
solute necessity.

15, Home light sets cre one of the biggest fuel savers the army
has, but L10's are not equipped with them. Instead we must run two engines.
about 35% of the time just to keep the batteries charged so that the radios - .
mipght be operated, In a stabic defensive position, the waste of fuel is '
practically 1004 for the sole purpose of keeping the batteries charged.

10, Gunners should be instructed not to shoot at the middle of
the target but always at the base. When shooting down hill, shoot less tilan
the judged distance if you are quite some distance above the target,

17. Disabled destroyers shouldnot be towed over great distances

by T-2'5 to Battalion lwintenance; rather, they should be placed on retriev-
ers and transparted back. Too much time was lost by T-2 towing disabled

vehicles back,
- 2 - '
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18, The firing celenoid clrcu:.t box should be placeo in a well in
the interior of the fighting compartment. It seems to always be in the way.
Also, it is much safer for the crews to sleep in their cestroyers wien tie
mlOt' s are in a "hot" position, If the firing celenoid were in tie compzrt-
ment, four men could sleep across the floor of the vehicle yuite comfortablp.

. —

19, Three trucks attacned to each company should improve the supply
system, Supplies should go along vdAth compary headquarters znd snould in-
clude sufficient fuel for 200 miles of operation, Hovever, this wculc aep-
end more ar less on the situation,

20, It is an old maxim of war that in ary case where 2 unit i
attached to a larger unit, the latter supplies all comron iltems, In such
tactiaml situations as those Just concluded, it is imperative tuav tiils
principle be mandatory for all units so attachud. This has obcen founu thc
most pragmatic means of supply, and only one unit to vhich e vwere attacred
even suggested such a plan., The larger units should furnish suides for such
articles as fuel awd ammunition vhen the campany is broken cown <o piztocns
or less, A still bettar plan is to carry a limited bulit suwuply in the train
of the supported unit,

21, Communi@mtions serseants shauld have a blacized cut vehicle,
preferably an L-20 or an M3 H/T to carry out racio raintenznee ab nizht
in forward positions. If possible, our ol0 radics shoulc all rave the tonxers!
crystal. Coimunication to the platoon leader only is not of sufiicient bene-
fit as such. Since the battalion crystal ia't usec wh;-' Lot tgme lu out anc
substitute “he t-nimrst (I avellabla), L <0 oA . Sl
platoon leaders' L10's, If a 13th 110 is ado‘,ueu as a connand QL,SVI‘O er
it shouldhave ore 608 radio, one 610, and one 510 radio,

Rkecone.alssance Cogo_a_g’é:
R ¢ Battalion Com.ander ¢: a Tanit Destroyer battelion do:s not

have sufficientuse for a l:cn, company in an armored atiack 1o justliy its
use ondy for tiiat battalion. In fluld warfare, some six officurs ara 20
enlisted men are often wasted because of wsck of a suitable rdscion,

2, The present organizational setup of the llen, Co, does ot oro-
vide for its eftective use in forwarc ken, This apilics es;:ecia.’:.].;: Le Janx
Destro; er battalions assisned to .rmored bivisions,  In this pach operation,
the len, comparny of this Bat,t_llon was assigned vie m.ssmn of i‘owa.rd and
fl sk redonnaissance for a tank-infantry combut conmanc in the atteod, Tae
predominance of venicles in the corrany are 1/ ton trucas and w.ese 1/u ton
vehicles preccded thie actual tanx actack by some 1000 to 1500 yards.e Due
to the knovledge by the reconnaissarnce _')ersor:nel ¢? tlheir extreme valier-
ability, it was imeossible for them to assure tie aggressive shirit so nec-
ecsary in successful reconnalssance vork, ‘

3., Unlike aAfrica vhere tihe 1/4 ton tyuck provided ti.e vest Hen,
venicle, the sane vehicle 1s no longer so valuable i 1icly, This is due
bobh to itic nature of the terrain and Lo Tue nature of tihe coibat involved,
The L armored car is a satistactory vehicle tor hena

o If tne Ren, Compaly is to Le debucied from the Batvalion for
reconnaissance nissions for the Division or combat corxua.ncs, the organizat-
ion of the Rene plaboon must be so chapsed as teo ;rovide a suflicie ieapon
in that platoon to accomplish the mission, A U.L‘.toon of 518 JHO“CQ cars
or 3 IB's and 2 kZ0's would be a satisfactory orsanization,
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5 An assault gun fl or’ hc combab colz.and or uLivision chiculd be

attociied Lo the lten, com-any ii it .5 L0 »recece tinis in UhRe abeack,

.eadquarters:
IV Is receommended timt Battallon liead Lu;:r"c,e:s be auvaorizod oo
310t s to relay more wna better inforrtion to hijier headgqu.riers and Lo uro -
vide e}.ce.ueut control over the guns of all corpanies,

frains:

T, During the last operabion it was Zound Lo e very wifiicuis if
not impossible to suoply all the line companies every day vhiile The convun-
ies were detached from the battalion wnd cperating on difierent axes of su. .1y
and adwvance,

2, Companies must cooperace wibh Yrains to tie fuldect cifent in
furnishing guides md advising their locations,
-
3. Selection of Trains location should be flexible and rur enough
forward to naintain good communicaticns with Battalion He: iquarters,

Battalion Laintenances
T, It 1Is Importent that maintemance knows the exact location of
the campanies and that the companies are awure of tile precise location of
kaintenance, lLaps should be distributed to the haintenunce crews for the
location of road nets and the nen should be constatly brieted on tihe cremy
situation.

2, vwhen a TD is disabled, its exact locatian nmst be reported,
kainterance cun then quickly firmd it and either repair or retrieve,

. 3. During a fast moving operation such as the last action, the
Division shauid have a laintenance Radio ket, and this applies particularly
to an Armored Division, It would facilitate our lomting units of the lLain-
tenance Battalion and helps them to locate supporting units, When emergency
parts are needed, they can be secured more rapidly. Locations of abandoned
or destroyed etuipment can aso be giwven quickly.

Le The equipment supplied by the army for the handling and towing
of tanks amd TD's are not heavy enocugh, ‘Tow clevis, pii:tles, rings, and
chaing are, in generaly too light, Tow bars are not strong enough to tow T[rs
over rough country without failing. The germans hove a very good heavy
constructed tow bar which is made of solid stcel. Evefy effort should be
made to improve our equipment., Correct information as to company needs would
speed up all maintenance amd recovery,

Conmunigabions Officer:

T, The present method of changing crystals in the 510 radios orf
the platoon leaderst MlO's as they change assignment from tank company to
tank company is too slow., Radio maintenance is unable to change the crystals
rapidly enough to ieep the platoon leader in radio contact with the tanic
company, ‘He orly remedy for this is to assign two TD cooperative channels
for the tanks to have in all thelr 508's, The T s could then operate on
one or the other of their 510ts, To install 508's in the destro; ers would
take up too much room in the presemt 1ilO, If the fuibure bank’ cmstrox er has a
place for a 608 or 508 in the turret, the problem could be solved much nore

satisfactorily,
.,{,'i- - 3 Wk -
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June 1, 194k = Lyon 1.ldef of 1% AJDe in the Campeloone seotay the

008t T.L. IR, was sbiasikd Lo the 4ot ufe uiv, ad ressained in positiors
except for dliohlh chuigus to bobter the field of fire, 'wem, 00, 700e8y medne
talned AT madndng oP ob 803403, Ren, Co, 1sb AR, (M, palnbalngd con-
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w.sage Hxom 60, gt e, Lo Llm M St the Ldv,, lese Howas
Forco, 1 placed on ong Wour lxle i m MNed 6o asseiably nrus with
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Battalion reliowed from bt civumt %0 CO "a wni abblocied vo v, e,

Jwis 3, 19Uk w Meosage fron Ci, Mt AeDe, W0 Wie efZech Dlw, is piased
o L/¢ loux alende 'a*mmuwqua.mavic-”bawhahu
astiod %O SC WEM, m.lm%“&"a'.mwwésﬁmﬁ. Amukm
irg sctielactorily,

A6 Ly A9ul « Hessage frow CQ, 1st AJByy (Mee w3 Jourmal)e At
eapary rep.rds that Logy are oLy rpddly, e divigion 1o soving towmrd
hoo ol o rpldd patde @ oy 0wt Of wibuct wiNh Ghe oagunies ly rudie so
it s egddad to find ourpelves & hwu Ui |

dber nowhng 1nto Lhe naw & Capus Shilds esptured 23 prisosta, They
nad been cut cff I our tamux &« aemdtabcotapﬁ?mﬁm&
Braut, asch bebier looking tban wat we have seeh recentily,
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June 5, Al = toi noports What they are ware Lhey soould be, Togy
dni, Db omoret giw ooact iccctlon becmise thay love B0 Kwpd. kgps are
scarve, Amy 36 levin, Lsoulic coeping mhoad of us with mnpsy

_ aggﬁdmm&ﬁeﬂﬁﬁLb are permlng We sy W e
!ﬁ i!!gﬁ.ﬁq 3o&g¢mﬂ8§m§¢h&g¢§
,l‘-!gg%o tauon care of,

| .E. g P awoxin: out edght velicics Just before crosming
the n.it. A wouple were wmo crucke) the vegb wore priTc mowvers puiling
..n.& i.

* Iﬂuﬁbﬂ CF resciuec on whe cr».!.&uéa of ncue uctdl aboul «aX)
rs ulting &qg .

Jano Oy ..GE.!;-B! Cr «ponad ab 0330 b GBT.TP. b W30 mws
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GV @b Den L0p laux purcy walos There 1o only By Hy. leity all copumies

sHave Lol o DaRihille

JAB T, i = 0 CQueand o WO b X Tle  Adl copuiios sbill .
arbatiiote  Sa i, Ao Seiod acban bl vy Lictle resistance exoopi fer
CeoEplonil 1L Mk v DhagelBe  WUT vt warrlies are dewelivions, The

QLIS S8 A .u..w.wr FOTRIATY
Jag e Lablesrag Droko doan ad wdle walidng for toiab, the driver

ca turcd a .eruam uffice W0 ww dressed in civillian clebieg, .o een Laed
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June 8, 19ul « kajor Doran took over imjur Tusld 8 Forco wilch had been
providing read Wlooks for CC "A® in aroa north asd nartbeast of Big3. M,
 Grmoved t0 kYR, liajor orms furce cousluted of the ke Tubs Bo.
‘("Js‘l "'{‘é‘,»"&lﬂ) wWth *5% 00 X AB, “C* 00 oth Inf, 1 plat »*2* (o
T0Aat, 1 plab “B* G0 Lok Engro., 1 plat *it Go 1sb AR (Ligit tia), 1 Flabe
Ren (@ 1lst m. Aetod to move Lo cosmmbly wrea vie, of Tolrolla,

Upos @mwival st Vobreila orders wire regeived fram CU “a” W0 abbams
md. am the town ol Vitucbo, he abtack Juped off ob 1.3 hrs. O of
08 ™Y had arders Vo take tows aight of B«9 Quns,

At 2035 hye o kedse e STom lajor Dowan to 00 of GO "at slabed thiak
b hed txded t0 Sake the tow tut nocoded some moro inf:ntyy Lo clear out W
tomm, The dst M 135th Int,, 3.th Uiv,, 'me alertedio mevVe LY WIMGS SO atde
embiy ares about 500 Js cutside tio town of Vitorbo,

Jone 9, whh - The irgantry husped eff st 0lOO ard anuor ab 050, ihe
stbasc moved Serwarc Swiftly «id th SOV was sacured by U930) roac Weoss
set W and ron sesd aub to rocommolitm roules b0 the no:tlh Akl vorbimest wid
to cortach the Fremeh, |

Tne foroe waz seliswed 2t 117 Lry wazowd bo assesily area xder bo
mOving to rest ares ab Lake bencciano, ‘

"B gopmaty rovertod So DB coumtruu b 130D brs and moveaiibt LU Lew
' m-m &b 2000 s betng eampilited 23 910 ‘o,

-}«

m&,lm BI(Q"A"&T:&:L!B‘&UB&:!& L,Ohra, Traing qlosed
ab 0L, u‘mmwww‘w aregs "U* goupany nac closed pre-
Mrme and rovario: Lo n Jwivrol wpen arvivel of Bay An
knd-mom

Toe periad from qung 10 0 Jume 17 was dovoted Lo caliteiance of
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June 29, 19kl - Resistance spasmodic with the usual small scattered groups
with A%/( s md an occasional tank. The advance held wp mostly by road blocks
and demolitions, “A" company reports imocking out P AT/ towing AT/Q. |

Gne BM KIA and 2 WIA when shill exploded jwematurely,

June 30, 1944 ~ The divigion attacked again; each Combat Coumuand in its
gone, The same reslatznce as ropurted previously being encountered, R[ene Co.
bad fire L‘Lﬁx‘b with enexy infantry, The only other report was from "I* Go,
walich rq:orhdthomemo hit lam rmine end that one EN was wounded in actlom,

Report by Lt, Googan "A" comeny is sulmitted coverirg action of lst
platcon ma.mmzam to Juns 28th Incl,

m of T0lst T. D, Bi, at end of periocds
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BOWARDE, JANAS D.
BLAEZENSNIP, ®ILLIAY A,
STAINAXER, TRNEST O,

. WHITSIY, ROBERT J.

WRICHT, JOWN M.

TURS KR, WILTOR R.
PERYES, IAVEREEL J,
PO KLL, JULIUS J.
SMIVH, HARRY (NMI)
STEART, CALVIN J.
GREX:O, ANTRONY 8.

DAL .ZY, ¥SLVIN F.

OB D, RILIAND (MMI)
CTWIRAK, MICMARL (NMI)
HCO B, JAMER H.
LAWISNCE, JR., JONAS A.
PHEISGER,JR,BDGAR A,
REEEk, RICRARD K,
®akRi, TILIIAR K.

ALL X, PRASK G.
RIC*‘!SM, ARROLD %,
AKD RSN, CARL C.
JRATAN, THOMAS K,
CASTAIBIA, GVIND
STUUIBY, »1lL B,
LE:15, JOFR Re
PATERHS N, JO= #,
3URSCH, PREDERICK .
S ALB, GEUhGE (REI)
94Z7IATY, TALTER 4,
DECITC, ALSLRT N.
m%, §1)r &0

RRCHR, ALLAR E.
G155, LA HEWCH P.
U184AN,  ARL L.

UHL, BICHAKD b,
WC¥aIR, JOHNW L,
HOVAR, ILLIa: J,
JALETGH, SOBART J,

83 AN, IoDD C,
SC0IT, RiLARD B,

ST HORTYR, JESHIE F,
SR JeLRT, IRVING (W)
DL XEAETT, Zall H
TAILIRY, RJY O.

LA RENCE, JR., JUNAS A,
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s. 3 m". mth’ 3311993‘-)’ (;90 HC;‘ 270 Pfc '\03? ‘)' Tall.y’ 3“&7322’ Hq c"
6. T/5 Allem K. 8aith, 13117348, Co. "u" 23, Cpl Norman P, lLadae, 11000122, Co A.
7. Pvt Tineent R. DaFabdio, 32756111, .(o. "&” 29, T/4 ideard i. Seott, 6939943, Co R.
8. 7yt Emmest Q. Stalmaker, 6A9L260, Co. "i* 30. T/5 Leor.,e Steels, 3403B760, Ren Cao.
Yo Pfoc lexis J. Pegram, 34171536, icn. Jo. 31. Pvt Juido Castagna, 1020713,%en Co.
10. 1lst it Preak W, Oady, III, QLCALB31, o " 32, 2/55t Joe H Fatterson, ¥,147351,icen Co
11. /5 Lessard L. Jokarss, 37132037, Jo. 7 33. ¥t Frederick O Sarseh,o6b2%47,2en Co
12. T/SRulph 3, Abertaen, 372%03.L, .o, . e vl Bhomas P ilarrington, 32175267, C¢
13. 1/5 ieoxge M. laythe, 31075675, .o, ‘i 3. B3t aoy . keea, 20714973, Us. "M
Lk Pfe Allred C. Bmvies, 1060034, o, F 36. Japt Robert F Childs,C.52335, Hg <o
15. Pwb. Liwyd Purks, J2953160, Cc. “ .- 37. 2d Lt Joum ke Lewls, C12821%34,Ren Jo
16, Cpl .eveston Mpedy, ¥70886237, .0, ~ M. Ple Todd o. Bownsn, 37043877, Ceo "3*
17. FPfe James J. Ml‘a, 31057650, oo, s 7. Ple Francis J Beatty, 33776632, Co "C%
18, 5/8ge RAlSam A Blaskemship, 6985393, Jo "1'4U. Cxt andersen Bowling,35i58593,Co "A”
19. st Thedine A Wemvey, 32006951, Co. ".¥ 4l. Cpl iyle T ishmore, 37343141, Co "A®
20, lst Lt Robert W Skibly, QLY0195, Co. “0¢  L2. 57zt irving Gremband, 3059708,H3 Go
2i. Capt Joim M, ¥rf - QhAYC8L, Co. .7 i3. /5 iarl ¥ Plunkett, 30051971, Hg Co
22, pvi Yebbew ' 35119163, Co. ™.

anarded, te the follawing

szainst tre eneayy - ‘

Y
2.
3.
ke
5.

3.

_ Tariag this perdod Purple :ieart i0dals were ssarisd to thu fellowing
persennal ef the Battalion for wounds recsived in action szalnst the aneny:

os): Leaf Clumbers were amandied, i icuition to Lae Furple Heart previously

1st Lt u;xm-z.mu-, 01823546, Co " 7.
Sgt My F. Wmehaw, JLIGE0, Co. . 8.
2nd Lt James e DIBRU261, 0. "' g,
Gfl Franeis B. _> » m@. Co. ™37 1G.
1/5 Lacnard L. Jokewsb, IT1I2029, Co. "C"

meabears of the Hatt lisn for wourdds reseived ing action

Cpl L”i’ ..‘.;. ?)“m’ 15%7326’ CO Ac
gt sloert d. Desete, 37328369, Co C.
T/5 Janes he Stewart, 3,172082, Co C.
7/5 A?ltmn}? A A‘lhm,’sm’s,c’ A

Capt Gobert J. Waitslt, OA188€0, Co B (2nd Cluster)
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20th pingzer Division and select pars r units indicated that the (ermans
- wergboiotering their retreating lines with first oiass trocps, It also veri-
fed vac fact that shey intended to give rear units all possible time to pre-

pare and man the Gobhic Line running from pisa to Florsnce to Rimind,

WILLIAM 1, BATKMAN
Gapt,, 70%3'0 T.D, Bn,
8

.";;’,
X
L
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HEADQUARTERS

701ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
AFO W6k, c/o Postmaster, New York, N.Y,

1 August 19Lh

SUBJECT: Operations Repo:t ’

0

+ Adjutant Genersl, U,S, Army, Waskington, D.C. (thra channels)

In compliance with the requirements of paragraph 10, AR 3l5-
105, dated March 10, 1943, the following operations report of the 701st
Tank Destroyer Battalion covering the period, 1 July
is herewith submitted., S

1.

2.

The operations covered in this report are statements from the
Unit Journal and the Battalion Dairy, and supporting evidence for said

statements is attached.
3. Previous operations report submitted and including 30 June 19Ll.

DOWNGRADED TOQ; For the Comnanding Officers

CASIFICAT ON REMiVii

© AUTHORITY OF TAG..

25 Wax_ 4y

o .

Date

Initiale 3 & 3+ % % % 3 3 3 % % * F XX ¥ Xw % *®
OPERATIONS OF THE 701ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
Period = 1 July - 31 July 19k}

Locations of 70lst T,D. Bn., beginning of periods

attached to Task Force Howze., "B" & "C" companies attached to CC #A® &

Bn

upn
upH
nGn
Ren

Mep - Italy, 1/50,000

19kh to 31 July 19kk,

Sheets 158-I, IV, GSGS 4229

CP - 527127, Bn Trains - 591035

Co - CP - 512122; Al - 5081613 A2 & A3 - 512122
Co = CP - 604122; Bl & 2 - 602172; B3 - 624167

Co - CP - 14801l0; Cl & 3 = 3982203 C2 - LLB1T6

Co - CP - 513125; 1st Ren Flt, - 599090 (w/Co Mn);

July lst found the Battalion in action and attached to 1lst Armored
Division in vicinity of Pomarance, Italy, The Battalion, less "B" & L

CC “B% respectively. Reconnaissance contimied on ites mission of route

recornaissance for TFH and "A® company contimed to give direct AT support.
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Major Doran was placed in command of the left column of TFH., The
force consisted of the 70lst T.D. Bn, (~"B", 4Cu, 2 plt. "A"), 1lst Bn
6th Inf,, “D% Co, 13th AR, ®D® Co, 1lst AR, The mission of this force was
to >secure' the tom of Mazzola and road junction on highway #68 2000 yards
to the north, No time was set for the attack, Troops making up this force
were in the lime and had to be assembled prior to the jump off,

One MI0 in “B" company received a shell through the turret, killing
the crew amd burning the vehicle. Another vehicle in "BY was hit with an
AP wirich penetrated the fuel tank, The vehicle was still operative so

contimed fe‘rward until it was knocked out by an AT mine,

- On Jnly 2 both the Command Group and Trains moved to vicinity L4815,
Recon. - Oo loss 2nd plt. also in same vicinity for maintenance.
"C" ,cmpa.lv lost two M1O's destroyed, .

-

Ju.]y 3 - Dom che to Jump off at 0930. Recon. company ordered
to send all avd.llblom tanks and armored cars, also Pioneer Flt, to
CP of 13th AR to t\mutm a8 reconnaissance for TFD.

Upon arrlvll tt ﬂtzmla. the advance elements were heavily shelled
by artillery. AnQF ﬂh‘.;ctablism and fire brought down on both gun

?

oo
G

and mortar positim.
| - . The attack was discontinued and those with Major Doran in Mazzola
were ordered to hold the town but to evacuate by 2L00 hrs. The town was
cleared as ordered but on return an M10 of "A" company threw both tracks
and had to be abandoned, also a light tank from Recon. company,

uC® company relieved for maintenance at 0600 hrs and pulled back to
assembly area vicinity L14230. This area was heavily shelled, killing the
1st Sgt. and knocking out the Command Half-Track, ‘

July 4 - The Battalion (less “B+, "Ct, & Rcn) was put in Div, Reserve,

-2-
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Major Doran, commanding, and moved to assembly area wvicimity L7817L and to
_'be prepared to. support either CC "A® or CC “B", The an Bn, 1st AR (-2 Cos)
attached to Div. Reserve. Recon, Co, further attached to TFH, It took .
up positions aS dismounted outpost in area vacated by TFH after withdraw-
ing from Mazszola, upw & Hqs, moved to assembly area where maintenance

and, rehabilition were stressed.

| Ju:ly?s - Diyision ordered the Bsttalion to establish a road block
o ncinity Sa]d.ne to protect the left rear of GCC "B", One section of "AM
cmpn;y and 1 pltboon of "D% Co, lst AR under command of platoon leader
ot uD*® Co, were given the job.
S HBE & 'C'f ‘companies contirmed to p:fovide AT protection for the two
_ CCs, ﬁothing'repaned by these companies, everything wes comparatively
Iﬁte in the afternoon of July 5, one platoon of “A" company was
i from Div. Reserve and attached to TFH,

"July [ ffﬁfﬁe ‘remaining units of "A“ company not already detached
from Div. Res, . wﬂ!‘i attlched to CC uB®, The detachments already made were
not changed, - " |

HCw oenpw ﬁth the Peanut Force report resistance very l:.ght, mostly
infantry and that ‘bhv m an ‘their objective,

Orders m meedved rel:.en.ng Ren Co by the 349th Inf, 88th Div, and
upon relief Ren will tako cha.rge of the road block vicinity Q499212 and in
addition to that maintain a mounted patrol during the hours of darkness on
road net between Q500180, Q50L4195, QL76202, and QL99212 and this will have
to be coordinated with 81st Ren, _

uB" company had nothing other than routine reports,

July 7 - Our In. Officer with 13th AR reported that CC “A" was counter-
attacked by a considerable number of infantry and several tanks but that it

—3—
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was repulsed, TFH also was counterattacked and withdrew, Flatoon of "D"

company, lst AR that was holding road block was relieved from attachment to
CC “B% and reverts to control of 2nd Bn, lst AR,

On orders from lst Armored Division all companies remain in position
and that the Battalion, less—Reeen., had been attached to the 88th Div,

July 8 - Upon attachment to the 88th Div, the gun companies were fur-
ther detached to the following: “C" Co. to the 351st RCT, "B" Co., to the 3L9th
RCT, snd “A% Co, to the 350th RCT. Ren Co. remained under Bn, Control to
maintain AT warning net within Div, sector,

Gon companies moved with the infantry providing AT protection but had
nothing of inborbance to report,

July 9 - Infantry and our TD's entered the outskirts of Volterra;
except for heavily mined areas there was no resistance, From all indications
the enemy appears to have completely withdrawn,

1%, Hudson reported fresh Mk VI tracks but never observed the tanks
themselves, ‘?:ile moving his CP into new area, captured 3 PW's, otherwise
had methisg to report except mechanical difficulties due to terrain.

JuJle - Attachments of campanies remains the same, The Bn CP moved
into same place as “C" company, Our Ln, Officer with the 88th Div, reported
a comrbe,ra‘;tggk*@ the 350th Inf. of over company stremngth,

duly 11 ‘l.'he attack was contimied todsy with our guns in direct supp-
Dur:l.ng the day there was a noticable increase in enemy artillery rep-
erted, “C* company reports the town of Laitico was buming. No other reports.

July 12 - The Bn CP was shelled at 0220B; Major Doran, Bn C.0, and
3 EM KIA and 1h BM wounded, During the early aftemoon one round fell within
the Bn CP area and killed one EM and wounded 3 others,
! Captain Childs promoted to Major.,

-l -
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quickly straightened ocut, No damage.
Nothing reported by other companies other than movements from one

A4 comp receilved several rounds of our ewn artillery which was

firing position to another,

July 13 - Companies had nothing to report; everything was very quiet.

July 1l - il' company reports that they are moving north in two col-
wmms but that they are having difficulty because of obstacles in streams and
roada Ix‘opt ‘for "AY company's report, nothing was reported by the other

N comanies mopt for normal movements to hprove firing positions,

A IS ‘24 = This period was not ene of great activity as far as
‘ the m eQa.ﬁ.eé were concermed, The mission of providing AT protection for
" the rcrra 0!' ‘&he ‘88th Div, as the enemy withdrew to the Arno River gave the
TD's the spportum.ty to fire on some enemy vehicles and personnel,
) Hpcn Telief from attachment to the 88th Div,, the Battalion reverted
to centrﬂ of 1st Armored Division in a rest area about six miles south of
Cecina, IttJr. |

July 2);, 31 . This period was given over to rehabilitation of personnel,
maintenance o.f. v&ﬂcp, and reorganization of the Battalion under the new
T/0 & T/E, Our &ra:lrd.ng consisted of radio proceedure, gun drill with some
firing at to'ed 'htgata on the 1st Armored Division A/T range., The Battalion

was ofﬁ.c:lal.'(f mrguiaod 31 J\’JF 19hk.

Loca.tion of 7013t T.D. Bn. at end of periods
Battalion - vicinity Q245038
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ANNEXs
Ammnition expended during the month of July:

KB, - - - 1878
‘QPoco - 562

Gaaualpieé:
See Attached,
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Following is a list of pattle Casualtles (all categories) sustained

by this organization during the period 1 - 31 July 1944, (* Indicates

hospitalized.)

NAME ASN
COOFERMAN, HAROCLD 32780786
*CURRAN, JOHN 35026213
HALIMAN, JAMES H. 37554211
FULMER, WILLIAM R. 37001644
CHAMBERS, BALDWIN B. 37005968
STEFFAN, MARTIN G. 37129800
SORENSON, ARTHUR E. 32353701
" #HAMUETT, MAURICE L. 34147367
NEW, HUBERT 6669669
CRAFORD, JR., ALBERT B. 34133988
#*ANDERSON, RUDOLPH O, 01823079
#pARIS, JACK D. . 14053121
ASLING, ARNOLD 4. . 37519651
¥SING, ENG W. 32175070
MORGAN, DELOSS B. 37449685
FEE, ROBERT 15053822
*COSBY, CECIL G. 6985611
*BLANK, DONALD J. 33246805
DIXON, MATTHENW 35,088281
SHANNAHAN, JOSEPH J. 6831793
LANGDON, DONALD L. 13085355
~" ANDERSON, CLAYTON 35262612
BOWMAN, BENEDICT J. 35106351
COO_PER,,JR., THOMAS A. 34171527
MANGUM, GEORGE W. - 37368178
KING, WILLIAM C. 14004817
*DELMAGE, DAVID V. 12082072
#HARBER, JERRY J. -« 33209549
*BLANKZNSHIP, WILLIAM A.6985393
STREET, HAHVIRD dJd. 34125474
MILLS, HARDEE R. -14013784
Domm FRANK M. 0282923
ez—uooc;w, JR., WILLAIM G.01821827
WILKENS, WALTER B. - 32230748
DENT, RAY W, 34088281
WEST, JR., ROBERT - 15057024
BOYLE, EDWARD J. ~ ° 33318232
*DURARD, EARLE 34147403
#MeKENNA, CHARLES J. 20233525
®JUSTUS, _Gnm w. 38487139
GREEN, CARL M. 01822696
BOLIN, JR., LUTHER 15054689

RANK

COMPANY

pPvt,
Pvt.

bvt.
1/5
upl.
Sgte
Pvt.
Pfe,
Upl.
Pfc .
2nd Lto
Sgte
rvt,
Fvt,
pfe.
rfc.
Pvt,.
T/l
SELe
1ST/SGT.
M.
rfc.

Major
2nd Lt,
rvt,
kvt,
rvt,
rvt,
1/5
pvt,
bvt,
2nd Lt,
t/h

-1 -
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DATE

'_J
X PR N N N N N S S ST UL NP L LR LR OF CF CECE OF NS W SR Up U Epupayw

SERRRRRERS

July L4
July L4
July 4l
July LbL
July Lk
July L
July 44
July L
July L4
July Ld
July L4
July Li
July 4k
July 44
July L4
July 44
July L4
July L4
July 4h
July 4
July 44
July Ll
July L4
July 44
July 4i
July Ll
July Li
July Lk
July bk
July &4
July Lk
July L
July 44
July 44
July L
July 44
July 44
July 44
July L
July 44
July 44
July Lk
July L4

TYPE

KIA
LTA
KIA
KIA
KIA
RIA
LWa
SWA
RIA
LWA
LIA
LWA
LWA
SWA

LWA

LWA
LWA
WA
LWA
KIA
LWA
1WA
LWA
KIA
KIA
1WA
LWA
WA
LWA
N
LWA

KIA
LWA
KIA
KIA
KIA
LIA
LWA
LWA
LWA
LWA
WA



List of Battle Casualties cont'd,

NAME

BRUETT, ERNEST E,
DUHAIME, ALBERT J.
GRUIS, BERWARD H,
MIDI.IFF, NOBLE H.
SEAMNAN, JOHN R.
YESLOFSKY, MURRAY
#TALIAFERRO, ERNEST E,
#HAJJAR, MICHAEL
#REPKA, BOLESLAW S.
#ROBERTS, CONDY
#SPENCER, PORTER J.
SCOTT, ROBERT S.
*LENZINI, HERMAN C.
HODOR, STANLEY
DEGNAN, JOHN T.
SNELL, CLARENCE H.
PICCOLI, SYLVESTER C.

ASH

36302149
31379247
39305488
35482495
36397305
32175782
15047713
11046319
32387217
15044275
7040507

33397226
36302260
31124452
01822378
34508911
33778453

RANK  COMPANY
rfce. Hq.
rvt. Hg.
v/ Ha.
‘l'/5 Hg.
Pfe, Hqg.
rvt, Hage.
rfec, C
rvt, B
rfc, C
rvt, C
rvt, C
rvt, B
Sgte C
Pfc, C
lst Lt. B
kvt C
Pvte A

DATE TYPE
12+duly L4 LWA
12 July Lk LWA
12 July 44 LWA
12 July Lk LWA
12 July L4 LWA
12 July L4 LWA
12 July L4 LWA
12 July 44 LWA
12 July L4 LIWA
12 July L4 LWA
12 July Lb LWA
15 July L4 LWA
15 July 44 LWA
15 July 44 KIA
18 July Ll LA
2L July Li nIA
18 July 44 LIA




a W ARDS

1. During the period 1 - 31 July 1944 the following named personnel
were awarded rurple Hearts for wounds received in action:

NAME ASN GRADE GOLPANTY
Hammett , maurice L. 34147367 rfc. Ren.
Paris, Jack D, 14053121 Sgt. « B
Schramski, Jerome J. 36160515 rvt, A
Russell, Lloyd . 33090117 sgte A
McKenna, Charles J. 20233525 Pvt. Hq.
mclNair, John L. 38013181 Pvt. C
Urban, farl L. 35029497 5/Sgte C
Street, Harvard. J. 34125478 Sgt. ¢
Cosenza, reter C. 13098939 rfc. C
Seaman, John R, 36397305 rfc. Ha.
Justus, uilbert . 38487139 rvt, tiq.

2. During the period 1 - 31 July 1944, and vak Leaf Cluster was
awarded in addition to a rurple Heart prevoiusly awarded for wounds received
in action, to the following listed personnel:

NAME ASN GRADLE COMPANY
Moody, Leveston 37088629 Cpl. B
Blank, vonald j. 33246805 ogt. A
rPatrick, Lsadore 34088170 ogt. B
Hiatt, raul 37103779 rec 5 C
*Degman, John T, 01822378 1st Lt, B

#%(First and Second Cluster)

3. Pvt, william 1., Ware, 7040392, neconnaissance Company, was
posthumously awarded a oilver Star for gallantry in action on 22 June 1944,
per uUeneral OUrder wo. 70, neadguarters rirst Armored Djvision, dated 21
July 1944, ’

L. Capt. Albert . Morrison, 0422189, and lst Lt. Robert J. Jackson,
01822010, were awarded pronze Star nedals for gallantry in action on 30 i.ay 1944,
per ueneral Urders o, 70, Ha., rirst armored Division, dated 21 July 1944,

5. S/Sgt. wmarl L. Urban, 35029479, sgt. Ralph 5. Laney, 34171574, upl.
ixllen w, Knohr, 33230761, and lec 5 Leonard L. Jokerst, 37132039, all of
Company “C" were cited for gallaentry in action on 30 way 1944, per ueneral crders
wo, 71, 1c. First armored vivision, dated 22 July 1944.

6., 5/Sgt. welvin 1. Dailey, 32033802, :.edical vetachment, was posthumously
avarded a pronze Star wedal for gallantry in action on 22 June 1944, per
ueneral Urders wWo. 71, nq. First armored Division, dated 22 uuly 1944,




 HEADQUARTERS
701ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

AFO Wbl, c/o Postmaster, N.Y., N.Y.
1 August 19kl .

P -

' SUBJECT: _Intelligemce Report

yioy s fidjutant General, U,S. Army, Washington, D,C., (thru channels)

1, In compliance with the requirements of paragraph 10, AR 345-
105, dated March 10, 1943, the following intel]igence report of the 701lst
Tank Destreyer Battalion covering the per.lod, July 19hﬁ° to 31 July 19Lk,
is herewlth sabmitted,

ﬁe :Lntell:.gence covered in this report are statements from the

..Unit Jﬂumal and the Battalion Dairy, and supporting evidence for said

statel!enta is attached.

3. Pre'viaus intelligence report submitted and including 30 June 19k,

JESSE B, WRAY ‘/;ﬁz—
.s T0lst T.D, Bnm,

For the Commanding O0fficers

Adjutant,

y ,*“w*r**ﬁi***t*#****
mm REPORT OF THE 701ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
. Period - 1 July ~ 31 July 19kl '
Locatims of 70151-. T.D, Bn. beginning of perj.od:

D e el M0

L Sheets 158-
o B aP = 527127, En Trains - 591;035
%A% Co = CP - 512122; Al - 508161; A2 & 3 - 512122
- '"Bw .Co - CP - 60L122; Bl & 2 - 602172; 33 - 6211167
" mCW Gy . CP - };801L0; C1 & 3 - 398220; G2 - 118176
Rea Co - CP - 513125; 1st ch Plt, = 5990&5:/00 Mn);
. 2nd Fit, - 508162; 3rd Fit, - so

k229

OUR OPERATIONSs
Irﬁ.tla.u.y the battalion was attached to the Howze Force, CC %A% and

CC “B%, bat midwa,y during the period was attached te the 88th Infantry
Division, Little armor was encountered during the period, and our actiw-

ity was direocted mainly at personnel, machine gun nests, enemy strong points

in houses, etc, During the period OP's were established and sﬁccessfully
directed fire upon enemy personnel and vehicles. On the 2Lth of July our .
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units were relieved, and withdrawn from the line, returning to the First
Armored Division bivouac ares.

ENEMY ACTIVITY: _
szs‘l‘or:‘ mmgho&t the period the enemy used armor sparingly, but

alﬂs }c;po,ra;bing in groups of 2 or more, The enemy used his tanks during the
per:l.od as a dqfénsilve weapon, using them occasionally in an offensive role.
Mk f['s, IV's, and SP's were used in anti-tank and artillery roles, delaying
our advancing forces as long as possible, and then retreating before our des-
troyers could bring effective fire upon t_‘)hen. The enemy!s use of cmsiderable
munbers, as compared with the previous p‘eﬂod, of Mk VI tanks and heavier cal-
iber SP guns was & definite shift from his use of Mk IV'!'s and light and med-
jum caliber SP guns; that is, the emphasis was upon heavier caliber guns us:itng
them in anti-tank' and artillery roles, In the few instances in which armor
was used, in enemy counter-attacks, they were used in small mumbers, and were
easily dispersed by our TD's and artille!'f. :

ARTILLERY:

Although the enemy concentrations were just-aé heavy as in preﬁ.c;dé per-
iods, in general, the enemy artillery was lighter than in the previous period.
Supplementing his artillery pieces with SP's and increased Nebelwerfer activ-
ity, and making good use of ava;.lable armor, the enemy was‘ éb],e to protect the
slow retreat of his infamtry, an.d slow down our advance considerably, The
enemy again used his artillery mostly to harrass and i.nterdict rea.r areas as

well as placing heavy concentrations on our forward areass.

ENEMY TROOP ACTIVITY:

Enemy actiom throughout the period was deztmsive s with a few exceptions
in which he counter-attacked uyrisjticceé)sfull'y.} ﬁ)ﬁV'PPPOSitmn throughout the
period was comparatively light, but the enemy made excellent use of demolitions,

¥
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mines, both anti-tank and personnel, road blocks, and intensive small arms and




machine~-gun fire to slow down our forces, He practiced his usual delaying tac-
tics employing well Placed groups of infantry with an sbundance of antomatic
weapons, S?"s,' heavily mined roads and avemues of approach, and mumercus-road
~ blocks, lﬁ.ne's were found at times to be.3 deep, and so well covered by mabhim-.
gun and Blall ama fire that our advance was delgyed for considerable periods of

~',t.‘uae. E:emy ‘movements, harrassed by artillery, aircraft and partisan activz.ty,

: were meh 1ighter than in the prev:.ous period, Valuable information on enemy
""aetuity, nines, dispositions of artillery pieces, tanks, etc. was supplied by
'ﬁ-j.endly Parbis_ans operating behind the meny lines, The enemy made good use of
weli'orgénized defensive positions, and ma&é étrong points of strategica.uy loc~
ated houses, From the units identified it was quite evident that thé enemy was
- ‘finding it extremely difficult, and often impossible, to withdraw his units, or
divisions, loﬁg enough to reorganize, However, he did the next best thing,
collecting the re‘nman{-.é of decimated units, and putting them under experienced '
commsnds, thefoby’getting the maximum beneﬁts possible under the circumstances,

Few of the menw were cgptured, as aolpared to the previous period, but
those takem sgain repreaexrbed a motley group fron all parts of- mrope, nany of
whom were deserters. who volunteered much valuahle infomation. However, there
was a noticeable stiffening resistance by tho aeav, even though the norale of
the troops captured indicated complete resigntbion to ultimate dei‘eat

SECRE!
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3=



http:benet:l.ts

® - ®

BIMDUART i
70090 TaMk nmm BATCALION
sl Ul ofo watoaster, L,X., Y.

1 Sagtenber 19bk
SUR LD uperstions fepaat ,.»
B s adetact Genarel, U.S vy, Radidoghon, UeGe (Sbra thenaals)

de In goupiiance uiih the Yeguirouente of m
o SERS
A9l 18 teruwdth mbadtéed,

2e e ations sovered in this repond datenits froe the
inid Journal the Beldallon Dalxy, and awmg svidevos for sxid
stabments 18 sttoshed,

3 fHovious oparsticns report cuixddbed and inclixidng X My A9kl

Tor $he Cxandisg Offisers .

T TR B R N Ty ,;,':f
Lo ARTIVHS WF TAE YOROT Laki DATTal BAPRALIL |
W'ﬂlmﬁ’mu&
Loeckians of 701k Z0y My Weptuming of periods
T “'m

uwammm-m .

mmwmmmammmmm
mumemmmmwmame
mmmnmummnuﬂmm
Aruored Livistun, | ‘

Pardsg the pertod sugist 1 90 Jugiod § Lraduadony Srainiing was Sone
dacted in She folioulig shjectas gun ddll My J* el Jhx, recio provosd-
ure, &scislinory &ills, care cc oleandng ofmm, exmuiloge, rep
sming, orimtation, drivere' Lwtumiion wd mdatemes e physioal
witicairy, il the gkcve sentioned mkﬁmwwﬁ% %wod LeoesIary dus

/l.)

i

. \

N )
~r



o - ¢

wmemmwmmm.a w ke evayow ellicr slony or
ruby, e Greining oved wwry sablulurtorys

_ om et ¥ tio Lobteldon noved t0 e ngsenily Jvee vidlaity SuoU S
wth elesacts o W Lot rwered divislon, Upos arrival i b cuw wres tae
,'Mﬁr{: PTO@rNE selcieued abowe was eontiiued, mrm‘q,,ma nwore oo for

: M tobi: 3¢ , o, aod mell ams,

Chounut 12 bee eMpanios wore alartod W BVe 6 ditedt iiye o8-
88oney VI ooy ottachied Lo O MEP and A" copay W K taT, Lol
algomwce ool Pu® ompm raained 1a battulion aww cres  ood eaiiued
zdth LIRLs i O iy ‘emg o ade for yeliesd of 0f Cutgraries v tacd all
oculc pel G bwcﬁtotﬁntn.ml.g;m 0B oy et Lio Dose
Lvion violiyy Joyveold ad "A‘ COLD ARy v.i.ohw mmo.. Uxon ar-iwd 10
aves i wioklyy of }mau., " oopety reliuvet 'u‘l' ORI wr n M,

froladey ouRlaed gor cuiganies mmg T w arva, T OV
Ly of sagost L7 "Al- MY Wl mm in oaision by WY clougy . Uon
podicf "A® oomieeyy rm o batbaddon apeeebly wea ad oonbliawg i
trodidig W»

wil sugaet cl 07 ookpeity aud iy copany ware dotashod £y their
rugpective Goabod vu.x.ami'm rovated 0 Latbaidon comerol, The batbale
Iou wis wwouti QLo ::;mmda- Arddiicty 86 mgport, All drest five pogitions
At v Bed aLe the Juns put. o fxbrech poaitiong, oL wolUnaice COKDY
wadiad oW L' iL outis of the tarec ompaades! Suctore,

il bbb €3 MY ConpaRry, buaving uﬂlm t;r;rising SIS, Sved
to lacddroct e wolidons vieldty of Paldain pasiort O uio O7ol srnoved
Fioid rtilienye " - |
" e resniey of the pariod all covgianies egapled artlliery positions
lu ouport B viviglon artdlicry, lub ~rwores ulvidlen, ASC.ALBGANCS
uaed PR e divecbed thre Of capaaies of TOLIY TB n, Wlus tie ridd

-

- 2 - ’.’W " P, E"i - . -


http:Iii',''.lJ
http:nJlir�1ni.Ic

‘ A 4 ‘
Artillery Satteiions of the Wivislaon.

wsitlons of (0lst T, Mn, ab aloge of jericd:

In Cr w 295Ul6, D Traizs » 207443

“AT G0 w GBIOIGY Al 3253085 A2u10005UL

it %-Wmn N~N2 RIS R-N565172

“C7 Co w» CHDHE15) (QeP6HTGRAR) Wuedio BS

lion Go » JiPUYLE Cr%e » lob hon M4 » 250561 & &
R AL
mmm.%&a
Flash G& » X7

italy 390,000, hoets I, IV, 30 L229,

25576



http:l{fII.fI
http:lLl1$6S1.71




R L 14" HaanUnnlmﬂb RV | R :,N’;” ERE T
r o T 70lax>T Ao -/'ibln(,)YEB mriwmm S o
o . ¢ akw Aéu, u. o Army

ol 6 septemper’ 194/
w\oubu..l_u:b

an Ullrlnﬁf the monts. oi August the uattalion suffered only one ‘battle

w:.llla.m A. Blankenshlp,, 6985393, S/Sgt, Co. B, LWA 16 Aug’ hh. T ‘L:f:_: ~_ J

K 'Durmg the month awards Were made t,o personnel oi‘ the Battallon as .

- follows: . . o TS
Purple 1«earts were awarded to? ;

1. Albert E. Borga; Pvi., 354566k, Co. B | S

2, Clayton Ey Anderson, Pvt., 35262612, Rcn Coe Co e

3. Albert J, Puhaime; Pvt., 31379247, hd & Hg Co, T

Lo Carl k. Grgen; 1st Lt., 01822696, tiq & He Co, T
5.: lioble Hy Midkiff, Tec 5; 35482495, Hq &Hgq.€oe -~ o o L

6. grnest E Bryett, rfc., 363021&9, ﬂq &Hg Cos: b

7. Gecil C. Cosby, Tec L; 6965611, Co, C :

&, Doyd L.. Tthodes, Pyta, 39548323, o G - St

9. nobert 3. Scdﬁt Pvt., ,)397226 (,o. T T

Tst Lt. Cherles S, Briggs 0406979, Ho & Hq Co, Was avurded Bronze
utar for meritorious service from 23 Lay to. 20 .J"u},y per L;O No. €1, Hc 1st
D., qLd 28 Av”ust

A

(.,pl Thomas R. ohema.n, 16091;2405, ,Co C, was am&rded a ﬁronze btar Ledﬁl
for gallantry in action’ qn 30 Lay per GO I‘o. 81 ﬂo st A D., atd 28 august

" 8/5t Rebért . Iitchell,s36302179, Co'C, vas av ‘arded Bronze Star.
kedal for courageous action’during perlod 22 June - _‘7 Jq.ly per.GO No. 81
Hg 1st A. ﬂ., dtd 28 sugusts, N ,

5 PVt Luther Ay 2 Jneb, 690391&, ch. CO., was: awarded a sronze Star medal
fér heroic service on 1 July J9L,L} per. GO No. 77, Hq lst A D , atd & H.ubust
1944, A
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TOLGY Iakd DeSTHOY i EnlilanlUli
L AU Wol, cfo Postmaster, Nei,., iiel,

1 hovenber 194l
Ui ls  Uperations lheport

U 3 adjubunt Genercl, Usoe oTL), washington, U.C, (thru chanizis)

1. In corpiiance with the requirerents of paragraph 10, al 345-
105, catea sarch 10, 1945, the tfollowing operstions report of the TOLst
[ank Lestroyer Battalion covering the geriod 1 Uctober 1944 to 3L Uctober
1944, is herewith subritted,

2, The operations covered in this report sre statements from the
Uit doumad and bthe Rattalion Gairy, ard supporting evideuce for said
steteacents is attached,

. 3o frevicus operatipns report subritted up to and including 0

For the Coiuanding Ufiicers
o Jultl e DOOLEY
lst Lt,, 701st LD Bn,
adjutant,
w R B AW RF TR R A KX w w o % w3
CralaTivio OF Tl TOLoT Takk Usuitol .y LailallUl
Period « 1 Uctober = 31 Gctcber 194k
locations of 70ist Y.L, bie Tteginning oi periocas
kap = Italy, L/50,000
Bn, CP - 70U7C6, bn. lrains « 037777
"A% GO UP = 098TLY (assy arca)
“BY Co Cr = TOTT77 (assy arca) )
“CY Co in arty positions vicinity 200860 (attacheu to Bil)
Ren Co CP « (95774 (assy urea)
The period operied with the battalion (="C" Co) in assembly area vicinity
rrato-¥Florence arca, "u" company, aitached to Brazilian kxpeditionary Force

under IV Corps cuntrol, continue artillery support role.

1 to 13 Uct, = [attalion (="C" company), in assembly area, carried out
rigorous training anc raintenance schedule, FPhysical conditioning of personnel
and r.sictenance of all vehicles was stressed, Training schedule for this

period includea gan drills (all weapons), radio procedure, use of AF and

[P
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7 . R . Per Kuth CG Ist AD
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18-November Ll
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equiprent, Three days weres spent on lst Armored bivision anti=tank range

by all 3" and 37mm gun crews firing both platoon and individual firing pro=-
blexs, Rifles and carbines were fired by ali personnel on lst Armored Dive
ision rifle range, OUrientation and training films were scheduled during per-
iods of inclement weather., On 13 LKovember route reconnaissance was uade frou:
battalion assembly arca toA vicinity 820043 (¥uta Pass) by all unit commanders,

Billeting details from each corpany remained in new areas,

1l Uct, = rrepsrstion of battalion (="C" Co) for movement, Uepartcd
area vicinity 7077 at 140900, (rder of march = "A", "B¢, Ren,, Hgs.
Battalion closed in areas 1Ll3L5 Uctober 194l « En CP - 80604H., Bn Trains =
BLT0LL; "A®" Co CP « B1ll4O52; "B" Go CP = 812058; ken Co CF « 818046, FKemainder

oi aay spent in establishment of bivouac,

15 Uct, = hecornaissance of area vicinity 8u52c¢3 for artiliery positions
by "B" corpany officers.

16 Uct, = "B company departs area vicinity 812058 at 05004, c.Losihg
in artiilery pesitions at 07304 hrs, "I* Co CP at BL52¢3; "a" btry at 8L 6=
€250; “B" btry at B4702242; attached to lst armored Division artillery in
supgort of 91lst usda ba:talioh.

¥i radlo UPX curried out by battalion (~"B" & "GM), Use of w209, oF
code nnd «ap teferunce roint Code and correct radio procedure stressed,

17 Uct, - Laintenarce @id training, DBattalion "Bt & ngn companies
in artillery positions,

13 Cetby = "aM Conpany made reconnaissance for anti-tank positions in
Uu A%, 1lst aruwored wvivisio: sector for 3rd plutoon and moved platoon ai 1004
closing in ositions dezuzve, 8¢8261, 830203, and 831203 at 2100a hrs. En.

CP roved {rou 8LE0L6 to 81BOLS ciosin;;f ab L8004 hrs, Battalioﬁ (=rim & wgw)
continued maintenance of vehicles. '

19 Oct, = "a® cowpary (-3rd platoon) alertea for movement LLOOA hrs,

departed vicinity 809055 at 1oLSa closing in artillery positions at 210ua hrs,
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at 857229, “A" battery -~ 05072295; "B" battery — 8562¢270; attached to
lst armored Division artillery in support of 27th AFA battalion uvpon closing,

20 to ¢6 Uct, = No change in dispositions, “B" company and "a®* company
(=3rd platoon) continued reinforcing fires of lst armored Livision artillery.
Counterbuttery fire demaged tro “A* company il0's on 21 Gctober., 10 cuse
nalties, kzintenance and winterizing of vehicles continued throughout the
battalion,

2l Yo 31 (cb, = Keconnaissance company assigned ::ission of waintainiag
route #6527 from 819043 to 780190 on 27 Uctober, moved corpany on 30 Uctober
tos COF ~ 808045; 1 & ¢ Ren rlbs - 795095; 3rd hen « rioneer Plts - 772177,
“A" and "bB" corpunies continued in reinforcing artillery roles carrying out

moruai haracsing nissions with few observed fires due to poor visibility,

rositions of Battalion.at close of periods

i Or « 518045, Bn Trains = 81704k,

ken Co P = 3080L5. 1st & 2nd Fen Hlts = 795095,
Jrd & Pioneer sflts - 772127.

vetacned Unitss

“ah Co CP = 057229, 1st Plt - 85672295
and Pl - 85622270
3rd rit = (1 gun each) = ggczﬁgz; 3282613 830263;

. ‘ 3163,
n}?u CC Ur = 51'_‘}22)_‘. npe btry - 8}_‘352250; # B btry - 81'470'42&2.
40" Co Cr = 191995, ¥A" btry = 187900083 “B* btry - 18490010,
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1. .mring the period 1 - 31 October 194k the Battalion suffered the fol-
lowines reruoonel casualtles:

voe ¢ Artsr Be Lawson, 33 (98 752, Co .\, Sia, 20 Cot b

Pec 5 George We Wachter, 33 553 309, Co 4, SiA, 290(:‘:. L

vvs Heary D, Harper, Jr., 18 137 434, Co A, LIa, 2 Ceb 74

Fvt Irvin X, Peterson, 37 095 7T, Ha & ilq Co, Lia, 2 et b (Hot hosp) -
fee 5 3Sibert W, Ruger, 32 136 057, Ha & Hq Co, Lia, 24 Cet Ll (Not hosp)

. During Lhis perdod the ‘following changes 1n stetus of former Buttle

Saswliicn ocourtie

- D

>+t lubert Woosley, 15 Oht 186, Co A, returned to dutly

soh Frolc Ge Allen, 33 126 411, Co €, from MIA to Kii o5 of < Jun Lh

= 5 arnold W, Riehson, 36 203 500, Co C, from KIA to KIA o5 of 22 Jun ki
e Crrl C. Anderson, 36 457 41y, Go C, from MIA to KIA os of 22 Jun 4L

1 vt Clarence I, Parker, 33 090 6&3, Ren Co, returned to duty

1si it, l.lter B, Loveless, Q1 823 546, Ren Co, returned to duty

1

fo Hrnest 5, Tallaferro, 15 Q47 713, Ce €, returned to Juty
Iyl Jdanes Ue Worrell, 34 171 222, Co A, returned to duty
vE tng Y. Sing, 32 175 00, Co C, rehospitalized for former woknds,

Ai ARDS

L. During the period 1 =31 Cetober 1544 Awards to the following named
ersormel of this orgenizalion wers announceds

2. 1lst Lt JOHN T. DmGMAN, 01822378, and Cpl Joseph T, Simon, 37098945,
both of Co #B%, were awurded a Sllver Star for gallantry i uction on 1 July 194k
near kencuno, Italy, per General Urders Xo. 86, Hq lst Armored pivision, duted
3 October 1944,

. Ueneral Urders No. 87, Hq lst armored Division, duted 19 October
19ht, waopded kurple Heurts and/or Oak Leaf Clusters thereto to the followings

1st It, John T, Uegman, Ul 822 378, Co B Lth Oak Leof Cluster
5/Sgt Willian A. Dlankenship, 69 853 93, C0 B 2nd Cal: Leaf Cluster
$/Szt williom A, Blankenship, 69 853 93, Go B 1st Ook Leaf Cluster

Fvt Armold . asling, 37 519 651, Ce B 1753
I'fe Frank Bertino, 32 433 343, Ren Co P/Y
Fvt Kenneth L, Ford, 37 512 515, Co B P/H
S/8gt John R. Foster, 34 147 012, Hen Co P/
3/5gt ¥1llizm H. Goolsby, 63 82728, Co B P/H
Pvt Joseph F. Herman, 32 324 LOb, Co B P/
Tec 5 Donald L. Langdon, 13 085 355, Ren Co ;!
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Awards of Furple '[curts .nd/or Gak Lecf Clusters thercto conttd,

Gunval ¥zdtson, 37 098 335, o B

fex ueredith, ¢ (69 9C2, Co B

t111liam me ROy, 15 GA3 980, Co B
Davard ke Sulley, 15 057 131, ren Co
Joseph Jde Shannahan, & 831 793, Aen Co
Lt. John xe Short, 01 823 223, Co B
artiur ¥, Sorenson, 32 353 701, Co B
(8car i, Swanson, 36 155 161, Ren Co
Lorxn Vigderhouse, 33 133 261, #xen Co
% Jounes Fo Upchurch, 34 134 349, ren Co

P/
I‘;H
F/H
F/H
¥/H
¥ /i
Pﬁi
¥/
F« ﬂ[
r/H




e N )
e ™ i . .
e -
<« -
SaenT -

r 3 Hin. (JARTAS TOLST TaNK DiSTROYER Ba..aLION
M APO 464 c/o Postmaster, N.Y.C., N.Y. SECRET ,
: Per Auth: % D Bn.
Initials: /

Date - :;,1 Jan 1945

, 1 January 1945
SUBJECT: Operations Report.
TO + Adjutant General, U.S. Army, Weshington, D.C. (Thru channels).

1. In compliance with the requiraments of paragraph 10, AR 345-
105, dated March 10, 1943, the following operations report of the 70lst
tank Destroyer Battalion cevering the period 1 December 1944 to 31
December 1944, is herewith submitted.

2., The operations covered in this report are statements from the
Unit Journal and Battalion Dairy, and supporting evidence for said state-
ments is attached.,

3. Previous operations report submitted covered period up to and

including 30 November 1944 .
/Z/ % / <

~/ JOHN E. DOOLEY,
Adjutant.

O

Fer the Commanding Officer:

v-b“" (‘ 1}\ .\\ '

#* % 3 9 3 3t 4 3 3t 3 36 I OF O

OPERATIORS OF THE 701ST TANK DESTROYER BAITALION
Period: 1 December - 31 December 194.

Locations of 70lst TD Bn. beginning of period:
MAPS: 1/50,000, Sheets 98-I, 106-IV, GSGS 4229, Italy.
Bn. CP - 1-818045. Bne Trains - L-81704.
A Co CP - 1-857229. 1st Plat - L-85672295, 2nd Plat - 1L-8562270.,
3rd Plat - (1 gun)-L-825262; L-828259, (2 guns)~L-829259.

B Co CP ~ L-843224. "A" Btry - L-84362250; "B" Btry - L~847022,2,
C Co CP - Q700766 (Assy. Area)
Ren Co CP = L=771123, 1lst & 2nd Ren Plats. -1=795095.

3rd & Pioneer Plats. -1~773127.

Period opened with A Compary (-3d Plat) in artillery positions attached
to First Armored Division Artillery with mission of reinforcing fires of the
27th Armored Field Artillery Battalion. 3d Platoon of A Company in anti~-tank
pesitions attached to 91st Ren. Bn. in 1 AD sector, 0 {/

SwoTnT ~
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B Com;e 1y 4n artiilery ;ositions attushed to First Amored Divisien

Artillery with mizaion of relaforcing fires of the 9ist irmored Fleld

ArMllery Sattalior. O Soupszy Sbtuched Lo First Armered Divisien Reservs,
| {n assanbly area. :on. Co. under Battalion contrel sdin wission of

‘smimainiag highmsy %527 from L-819043 S0 L-780190.

1 Nes. - Normel harussing misdons fired.

2 Dec. - 34 Plat., & Coapany, revsrted to control of CC"B", 14D at
0212004 Mec whea CC"B" relteved 91st fon Bn in place. 1lst Flatoon, C Com;any
moved froa 700766 tol-830264 closing at O21000A Dec 44 in prepsration for
reliaving 3d /latcon, A Cempany. C Conpany (-1t Flat) preparing for movaasat.
Ren. Co. cowuctal routs recennaissance to ?iom;mo'a.nd Anconnellsa. A & B
Conpauries fired unuboerwd-bmuiug aissions. let Flatoom, C Coammmy
oceapleted relief of d i’hﬁ.a of 4 Joapany in plece and 3d P’htocn, i Company
moved 0 A Compaly srea ab L-,Qs‘?ﬁaﬁ reverting to A Ceupung sontral.

3 Ves. = Ne chanse., C Onxpnqy (-1t plat) demrted arva ~=T700766 at
C31B800:i Dec hi, closed in ared vioininy m35 at GLOLLISA Deo ik, |
Attached to 1 AD Artillary te reinforce the fires of 3239 Field Artillery
fattalion. | | |

5 Des, = C Coaany (~ist Flas) took up arsillery pesitions. Coajury CP
1-82082345. 2d Platoon - L=82021-23270; X Platoon - H1916-233A3; o

6-7 Des. Koranl aszsigned duties by all wnits. A

A Nect.~ C Sompany (~lat Plit) meve Gmmr&ﬂ? to 1-818231. 2d Flatoon '
to 1~319233 und 3d Flatoon to 1823,

9 %0 25 Deo, - Herzal asignet dutios by all unita,

26. Dec. - 24 Ren Plateon, Ron Co moved from 1~195095 ‘o vialn.tw L-?ZZM

L—83273 and 1~8327 fer air-groand coordinstion aission.

il
-2




.“

-

S

27 Dec. - A Company, B Comnny, and C Cumpary moved {rom [=8572%;
L-845223 and L-818231 respectively closing at [~3l8uL5; 1~812057 and
1-81804L5 at 2715704 Dec. &4, 2d Pletoen, Ren. Co., returned to L-795U%)
revarting to Een, Jowpuny cgnt,wl. Freparations by all units Jor aovessrt
to IV Corpe gmctor.

28 Tac., -~ Zatt:lion depmrted vicinity l-814045 closing in following
positions at 2302301 “ec. Lbs

Battallon ¢ - 4=144796
4 Coapamy CP % ~141792
B Coaparny CF - .&~143795
C Company Ci - =144758
Rer. SO0 P - ~1387%3
3n., Teins -~ ~139798
3d i"latoon, ien Cenpany carrien oit ruute reconmdissaunce,

X Dec. - 31 Dee, - Fen Ccoupary assigned mission of patroiling
coastal sector from Viaregzio south to south of serehio Hiwver (U~-998731).
Ren Jomjany moved asd established Ul's att  Rea CUmpany CP - ~X0a7T4;
lat FPlatoon - U=%93709; 24 Flatoon -~ U-988792; 3d Flatoen - U=999730;
Ploncar rlatonsn = «Q0RTT3e Otresr Cogwniee carried out physic:l comnditioning,
training armd maintavaance program.

Positiony at olose of Period:

Bn CF = ~l4L796. 34n Trains - »~1397vi.

A Co CP «—=L41792

8 Go OP =143T5

C o OF «ALT98 :

Hen Oo GF =~004774. 1st FPlat -U-993767. 2d Plat =U=528752, 3d ilat -U=559730.
. “ioneer Plat - -004773.
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fOLST Datis OESTROYER BATTALLON

AP 4ol U,5, ARMY

6 Jamuary 1945,

1. During the perisd 1 - 31 December 194l the pattalion suffered the fol=-
lowing persounel battle casualtiess
Gol. Georie % iiarcoui, 11038900, Co. "A", LWA, Loizno, Ibaly, 15 Des Lk
(KOSp).
foc 5 John P. Krempa, 32554052, Go. "A", SWA, Lolano, Italy, 15 Dec Lb
(HOSI)).
2, The foilowing changes ju status of formerly reporied personnel battle
casuslties occurreds ‘
Pvi. uel 3. Kenser, 1607379L4, Co. "A" -~ Returned to cuby 74 hec Ul
"
5,be iy e Ranshaw, 32299080, Co. "B" - Returned uvo dusy 1 Dec il
Je au.rd of une foi.loﬁing decorations ware nublished during this periods

de Tnc purple Heart was awarded to the following namea iluiividuils
for wonaus receive . in actdon against the cnemys

Sgbe Lawrence Fo Blggs, 34333008, Co. “G"
£75e Clycde ionroe, 35112052, Co. "A"
3/37%. James Q. Johnson, 35213654, Co. "a¥
Pvo. Vernoa E. Welch, 37003507, Go. "A"
PvL, Janes E. dey’ 3808&398, _@. LY U

~ Pe The rirsé Oak Leaf Qluster was awarded to Pvt, Kemneth L. laneely,
020Lluy3, . "A" Cor wounds received in action against the enemy,
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HAAD JARTERS : 2 & ,
013% TANK DNSTROTER BAYTALIOR  s1Per Altht ™ Bloll
ARO “‘ : GQSO ARMY ulllmlll

1tDake m n

Sil“lﬂulNQRSH’C\I('.II"..'
A Mareh 19A3.

; ' ' The ‘“l“‘ m‘ 'Jo ‘~l “m 35’ boﬂo (M w

and sapporting «mmmumusswm

1. Jubmitbed hncltu Muou Repert of thu 701s% Tank Destroyer

| ‘mtialica for the peried )}~ 28 Febraayy 1545, hﬁulw, in seapliance wiﬁ
SE mphm, AR 345~105, Mﬁmw.

2, mmntmmummmmnmmumm

3. Oparstions repest m peried m 5 Jamaxy 1945 suimivbed :

MMGJJ. /
Por the cm m - L 7
S L | JORN K. DOOLAY,
1 Iscd '~ 186 Mhep, 7018t TP Bn.,

omm-/madm _ h - Mjetant.
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gg or agn db‘ ug BATTALION |
,al 1 u'.cp-q - 28 Pebreary 1945,

_p..-z_! of 701et D Bm. begioning of perieds

MAPS: 1/50,600, Sheeds 97 I, IX, u.oru nﬂ g Hg
Ba OF - 1582120, Sa Twias - Eg-
Abeov L58TIAT. 1e6 PIag, wung g.u&n‘» 587147,
- Nty g
usvg 554622

D oecCP - 95,895, - 09570-90005 6

m!iqwm

8 Co CF - ruuqoug o gone ~ unuu..wnuu- oE..GuE 2 guns -
, gaz

Ren Co CP L66ALE), -

The peried opened gb’nauip ?!gia?t—z&«

A position ander operstieml semtral of 42 P.d. (reap, » Stbached to 92

ok Artillery, F-}g!&g ¢ Ov manoed twe gﬁﬂaﬁs, ..8..
Whpa. wreus. E?o;ltﬂ?i-lg 88....:3.3.!?,. i
_-oa g!uﬁf%oﬁirﬂoé | |
| Mwl 4 0o sloved 311700 Joa 43 8 .gr:-i?. positioas

: l!.g on...&%ﬁe«s E..G utal_lue.uoﬁu o5 at

f AR artlilery positisns, Slehd %o 92 DIV Aly. O Ob olosed 3116154
,ul&ggr 355!&:=.§§¢§8§&t» |
Ql- oa-lai;ln»:ol&l?qg~$ Q..G | |
u-..:.:lu Gompanles - No asbivity far $he perded. GGo fired

. ..§§ Rom Co, s\i1) devebd, comtuebiné mortar sehcol.

u-‘ )iebl‘&.o-igw?i%g’- & o OF at 587178 amd
ntﬁ v§!_ P .

#‘t !u- iﬂ':f‘.-&»&ﬁ.ﬁ gv 8l Aen 5q &% -
S g’; 8&9&&8 gﬁt Ben Os 0P & og raB& let Seshden

 Flatesn, (3 Mertars) a$ 68119,

ab 474207, 24 Sectidm &y 076206, »nmubv -.taouo& ulg'..gwq 3.;

- St
-~
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"5 =6 Fed Nersal fire nissions carried eut Wy the Cospanies.

7 Ped ~.8 Co sttached 92 Inf, Division G6L200A Feb. 1st Flatoon, B Co,

| stbashed 34 Bn 366 Inf. Bn., 2d Plat atteched 370 Inf, Regt. 1ot and 24 Platecns
 suppording 760 Tank En. 3d Flat attasched JT1 Inf, Regh.

_. $ P - B G supported attack of 92 Inf, Bivistes. 1sb FIab. vic 10956
R * ] dn“ ﬂ.u. pesition, 24 Plat. vie 935972.' direst fire, )M Plat, reinfereing

Y m .t 599 Peho Ba. Srom 957900,

M‘l Fob = A,B, ami C Conpanies ommd nou‘l fire misaions. urn
,m W A apd C Compenies OPs, Rea Co eontinues 4o urry out sesurity patrels

M I.lo River in mstor.
o uu-u Co (=1sk Plat) attached 10MT Div and further aMbached to Divisien

| mmu,. 10 T Division as of 17000LA Feb. 1st Flas, 4 e, attached to 751 femk

' h..ﬂooau Feb. G G» debashed speratiomsl scotrel from 424 P.d. Greup snd
mau T, B0, raomtwmnm Peb §5. B Co remalns in
o m mm.q suppert of 92 Mvhtn
) %°19 Peb = A Oo, CP &t 517129, 1t Flat 588177, 24 Plat, lst eatien, AS9151,
t lnuu 493141, 34 Plas, 517129, c ¢o (OF) C-24 ad m elosed moou Fed.
3 Ce, um 92 Iaf. Division mcwm Fob 45, in woate be 561155 at close of
perisd, mx revert to Ba cantrol w elseing.

207 - A Co, 1ot Flat, 3 ..-ut. 588182, 24 Flat, 2 gans st 483158, 2 gune
ah wmz, sarporting 10 T DAvi#an in srtillery role. B 0o CF at 5575-149%, 6
guns at ”53-1&7&. b gune &b 535-150, 2 guns at 361-155, elosed 1922504 Feb re~
' nruag ts ¥ cmm. 3npmm:lng BEF ia artillarvy !‘tlo

21 Peh -~ A Co (=1at Flat) ia support of 10 KT um-aim:a 3d Plat vis
543-188, 34 Plav vie 51835-1095, $190-169%, 5:65-1732, 5263=-1T60, B Co prepred

o asva to new pesitiens,
-2
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a Teb - uu. (OP) closed 2120004 Peb 45 and A-2AB closed zhw Pob.
u (4 Sud Rea Gos) sttached 40 248 Puy Bmy for operatioml control 221800 Feb
u. i Qo (-lot Plat) tn support of 10 ur Dlﬂ-ton sloseds A=1, 1lst Sectien,
qt m—-ns, ceation at 539-1&, A2, 1k Sectisn, 539-184, 24 Section at $4S-183.
a c., supjort. of 10 T lmma noved 6 guns to 555-150. | N
S a: Feb - 4 Co (=ist nu) u support of 10 MT Division, 24 Plat at 539-133,

! ““su,-m, Sa4-164, 543-1855 34 vm a4 52071, 526-178, 52-172, firicg on @
e nma m lst Flat, A Ce,’ 2 quns at m-dsa, 1 gun at 585-184, -upmrtinx
N fi *‘,:791 M lu. B amd 0 \.onwaniu ueml haraseing aiesions, Ren Co, mn WM. b

ummg out routine ugarlt' p.m- aldng Rene Rlver, T | N

24 Feb - C-24 (OP) om n 5“—1!0 ad 231039\ Pab L5, A, B,jlm 6 ubip;-u& _
normal hareasing sizsions’ m- m periods T e L o

25 Peb ~ 4 Co (-1mt m) 1n support ormwmmimmm 1 gun te 506-108
a2 puse ap SOANL | o e

2 Peb = A.0s («1m nn). ﬂ Mat n--uoa n sw-ua assuning nvhg pa
S atiston, Firing pesttises eb s20-153, ws—-us. SU-167, and at A9S-1AL which fs

| Btationary peaitien m- 1 gun, 84 m, . At aggle Montens. & Co cp chmt
o .. B41600A Peb LS " st1Me, LT | o
. 27&-23 Peb - ml hrtuiug miasions carried ont x'er ‘he porhd loa oo,
mn dotuhtd. nQ ohtmzo. & Co CP alosed at 517-1“- -
.. M\iﬁﬂ lﬁ ahu of périodt | ’
_ -llﬁ? m Ba Traios 1581118 ,:
JA@.W&M 1st pm,zwum—m.xmum-m
24 rlat at 539~183, 543183, Sui~-186, 543145,
K | “l’ i”?lv-lkis 6 guns at 5553-14Th, & gune at 555-18,
Kl o GM!‘ wﬂo-mo_, :6! ::: :: ;::'oigés, 6 guns as w.s-um |
N " (2 gans atb L5597-1261, @8em)
- hon Gp CP wn—m 3ot Mat, lst Seetion at 674~207, 24 m u. 676206

24 s, m-zat, n na, uz.m. FLomser Flat () mertars)
“L-m. 4 3. |
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3, ECKE = o - - - Lt
2y TS e w e - - - log
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TUINT TANE DEITROYER BATRALION
AN “L ’ © W8, ANSY

dareh. 1, 1343

. mmmm nwuuthtuuumﬂtmp'
- Muon of the Ganpsnies hive 20t besn uulnmn. The reperis bsn

" beent agsurste but not oa tims,

' 2. In the m.-pr. te ﬁm the euuss, m rensoRs m mnn;y
. given aye:
1) mmﬁu,mu)ﬁohv. N

3. It §s uuma tntlmuuclmmhommwm
atre time to the developmend ¢F (2n Leader ~ Badis Operater tesa. uunuu
sew the leadez, whether he Bp SMef of Section, Matosn Legder, or Compaty
comnn,mn«mamuh-mnm hhnmdunm
Sender or wstdthman,

b mwm-:m»munmu 4xbo two phises,
rmes Fl sbould be neparets training for $he 6 opeTaters teo suver
mmmunummutum,muuw,wmm

of sAp refesenes poimd cede, -

: m»umnmumnmm-rmtuwomnw
wrk together. wil) isslude psyepharsing the mesoage in the

lhlr“uhitﬂfon - Sialtekions of the cede shoet and yet retads
mmummam-m hnother stap whil Mave
repeat the emoct words of the leniley winn uu;u-
bmmm-swsummmwmw
ofen are wreng.

5. mmm«mmnm»nma mriurthu.
nhtoortudmtmmlaﬂmhm*Mua £ reporis,

For the Comuanding Offieew:

. ’ o .~ / g ,‘ =y
%% ﬁ,{,/;. g
JOHN &, 1 |
N Caphey Pokay -
8=3. |
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o txeellent m::mz u, dmwtmgvm Iwis?d
.,W“Mmm mmma*‘w
: : : B oy o ko und ﬁmmu w\’*dm i
s e “esauaw Lportad m&éh; argund 1 if.ﬁ"
oE m* $ion ol &m?mmd o

w2t wagh mdmw&m&mmmuw
S LW x‘f“hﬂ“ ﬂhmmmﬁ!ntm e
cowiepdatie Lank dabioyer role af alvels e
Lhe ey in sonbeky whidh rode 16 e wital sgcolrot
‘:;. :fzaz‘:mt Bl ed wm iy arsor el mfr:;m.lw
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ANNEK TO O ukAT1URI REPORT

| 1. Puring the period, 1-23 Fcbrusry 1945, this organiszation sifiered
She following persopnel battle samaliies: ' :

, R Pfe  Clyde Merton 39029256  Jo "B"  LwWA 9 Feb 45
R Mt John T, Doster 14141918 GCo "C® irA 13 Feb L5

“ 2. 7The following changea in status of previously reported personael
- bagtle e:sualties are reported: . : : ‘

Cpl f}eorgo‘ﬁ.'. llu'uux 11038900 @9 "A"  L7A 15 Dee ki KTD 2 Few 45

| 3. Jurimg the perfod, 1-28 Febsda:y 1945, the following asards to pere
- sonnel of tnis organization Were announsed ‘

8. Brome tar Medal -

1. 24 Lt KN B, NYOTHGH, 0-1999105, Rem Co., for merlterious
Gervices, i @mpport of combat oparitions, froa 20 Ootober

1jhi Vo 2 Deseaser 1944, per Ses ¥, 3O Ro. L, Hq. Pifth
Aray, dated & Pebruary 1945+ . A

2. 1/5gt Laurenss J, Fahy, Je009928, Hq & Hq Cov, for aeritorioas
services ik sumdst, froa 2i February 1944 to 5 June 1944, per
S8 ¥ 30 Ney 1s, Hy Fifth Anwy, dated 6 Februsry 19L5.

3. 8/ugt iemry J, Schalis, 35005479, Ce "a", for meritoricus ser-
vices in Sembat from 25 March 194k to 5 June 1944, per Ses Y,

he &/3gt James H, Qrushe, 6661575, Ce "C", for me.itorious ser-
vices in sipiert of combat operations, from 20 ey 1944 to
7 Septemier 1944, pe: See V, U0 Mo, 14, Bg Piftheirmy, dated
6 Febraary 1945. ' _ -

be let Oak ILenf Cluster to ‘Purple Heart,

1. Tec 5 George ¥. iiangua, 37368178, Co *C", per 3ee II, 30 No, 10,
Hg lst irmd Div., os. ‘

c. 2urple Heart for » ed in se A the .

lee Sgt Julims 4, Fussell, 342 ag' 886, caC", per dec II, GO Ko, 9
“E] l.t ‘J Di"o’ ": 3 ’ : ’ * ’ '

2, Tec 5 Deloss B, Mor;.a, 37449685, Ce *O%, per Sec 11, 30 Ho. A
ﬁq ist Arvmd Div, ) cs.

Sty ... :'
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- - . y

. Purple Weapt for “ounds Recelved in Action igainst the Eney (cont)
-3

Cpl Ermest Aliritton, 34057426, Co "(", po~ 380 I, (0 Ke. 9,
Ha lct Ared Liv,, g8, ‘

Tec 5 George ¥, Manmgum, 37368178, Co "C", psr 3ee 1., GO No.10,
Fq 1st Aired Div,, es.

Tes i Edward K. Hines, 70RL351, Co "CW, pe. ses 11, 50 .10,
Hq 1.‘ Armd Di?o’ Q8.

Pvt Porter J. sm.r, 701.0507, Co "C®, per See I, J0 No. 11,
Hq 1st Ared MV., “‘
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< dody doo o whadl  siindtisis;
:.ate H
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1 -prid 1Yi5.
ol T s peratlons pennrte
T + Tne ibjubsnt Ceneran, Ve o oreay, ashinglon IH, Heue {iara Channels)

1

i. ucuittes hoyealth cporaclors bhenort of Lo 70lst lank [ esbrover
tmttelion Jop the puriod 1 - 31 naren 1945, inclusive, in complisnce wilh
paragrapt: lo, 4 3u5=1L5, datsd 10 sarch 1743,

2. ihis operations repoert is taken froa the Undt Journsl . Unit Dary
and supporting dothwntary eviusiwe i3 atiscneu thereto,

3. Gperetions rorort coveria poriou turoa o< Jgeraery Lras sobmitied
Previousely .

Fop the Lossanadn: widleo

JUHB H. rind, -
1 Inel U it., 7008t f.0. Ba.,

Ipns Kpt w/allied papers. Adjutant .
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on tar:ets of orportuaity snd probable ey locations., Mldge limes 2nd drawe
were xel)l coveres. this fire ia Eeliaved to b2 lar.cly res:unzibie for ey
personnel of a:yroximits coapany stren.th to surrencsr to ur forc.&. Foree
ladden proviusa .zimét Tire saprort ahile accomprrylug the attack. » vo JF
Bt 516-179; 28 lat, lst Sect - 1 zun &t 533-1B1, and 1 gan &b 544-195; 2d
Sect st 505-154; 34 ¥lat, lat .ect at &8?—151, 24 ect 8t 492141, 4 Go,'
701 CF a 573-200. # Co, 751 Tank on 4 &b 517=177, 3 qup at 50i-152, 1 'ect
atsu7=166, 1 est at 530=171, 1 gan at 517+177, and 1 gua at 513-133. < do,
751 tank . n 20 at L8168, & guns at 52(=177, 2 juns at 542~186, 1 ; lat &t
Sh=il?.  tupks =9 oot vdqm’lt. 55,=-10%, 1 t:nk at S545-185. o Ce, 751 ismk un
o0 at 559-10L, st iat at 7550-135. 2d lat, 18t sect at $3/-183, 24 Saeb st
537110, e M1t vie 541~183. C Jo, 7o. 10 Sn detehd b DAV irey at 0311344
Fareh aud stbhd opare r.iemlﬁcom.rol ‘uree Jaddan and "mvod to asreidly ared
vie 571-170,

4 darch = .+ o (~Lls% .'Put) and 8 and O (s, 751 Tank -n (=2 Plsks) amd
" Co, 751 'l‘lmc Bn rensined i.n “ugilluon s_upponiag“lﬁuck by direst fire at
tar ets of oprortinity .r.ud‘ ;)tﬁbm.' oy lovsiions, 8 Jo, 701 ia direct support
of 10 ¥ Miv aitnok, o, TUL ated by.rktio:ml vontrol Torce laucem. 8 Jo, -
70) kndcked out & mrasn 750y sel? propolled at 593=437.

5 warch - . Se (~lat -lat) "ir‘dﬂoml huressing <issiond® oy rejgost of
tie 3iF. ~oand § deg anies, 701 comtimmed in &Alrwt sapport of 10 48 tiv
atisck. .. ‘ |

0 farch - i{ica Ue relieved ag mwal ap a@t oi‘o-d at tu3~183 at
0501004 ukr. Hemaining .tohd 11 ﬁrw #m’ furtor ctchﬁ Bist [on iy 3& Flat,
D Coy 751 Tank bn woved from vic S54<-14% clcsmlg;ly'ﬁp-).” At 06093CA war.

2
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3d viat, - 0, 751 ian. @ st Proe vie Mola bo ldecsno clorin. st ouilbn

C A,

otk plutenps 21003 ba A Lo, TIL T .
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10 = %Narch - Ko ehsage during the period. nmm arty aissions carrfed out.

11 « darch - 4 :o; 701 curriod out asual harassin: wissions. Fo chante in
attachmenta, 3d ‘lat, > e, 751 Tank ;@ movod Lo st ect at 505-172, Rd  ect
a8 513153 ciosing &t 1022304 Bay an: romained atend to 8 e, 751 jank 2n. 18t
Plat, 4 o, 7Ul, wtcad to 8 Do, 7CL, moving to sew pousns 4t l1st " sct 505153
and 24 Seat 543-186.

12 - tarch « ‘o crungs in attacimeats or _osntions darin: the ps.ied,

Noraal arty nmicaions carried out.

13 - arch - don Jo, still detond, enyased in security putrolins of foreard
porns for kth Tars p, At 4@ mEke combat Datrols as procreds  Fap study during Lhe
day for ovflears . plat sgts of the “ar7abu area for rald won Veriute rhen
orirr-a by bhe laviet eveintd, ortars in fn sapoort. Coneontratlioc ares le
Yerpato.

L, - karen - . o, 701, ‘earrim‘ out normal harassi-. =i sions curinz the
period. 8 and € Joa, TCl eontinge im 44y ct support of lu 47 iv under operat onal
sontrol “erce Macdean. U amd D Jes, 751 Tank “n - Vo setivity. O Jo, 751 Tank An
earried cut rorasl borassing minim.

15 - 16 sarch - 34 ilat,  Ce, 0L, rslieved thalr ist lat at 15.030a dar
without incidspt. 1lst lat vetting maintetnce cheek and ofil chinse. U and U Cosy
751 Tank ‘n carried out cii el fire alssioms, 6#, 71 fir«d on approxlsately
25 ey porsonncl &b Lbi-~"ih.  Levsral poraond obsd helpiiy others awmy Iros spsa,
Lowdeating sose Lae Lren wounded, H Lo, 701 fired on ey towar | ) abt 558=2hi
‘mookiny ocerner orf.

17 - darch = Zd Mlaib, 3 Jo, 701, noved frow 567-234 closin: st Llyudi. 1st

Flity, A Co, 701, relleves from g&tchd I Co, TUl and raverted conti:ol of jmrest anit
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and moved to vie Iols (éé&‘.-él.}.l ) eloaing ab 1717004 par. No other ehimger during
the Feriod.

12 « sarch = 24 l:t, & o, TOL, moved from HL2%-1%66 to LUBR-1370; sa ,fn‘lat.,

A Co, moved from vic iola (5680-2204) tof £ yung 2t S008«1370 snd 2 cure at SUSeidl.
1st "lat, & o, TUl, moven irom 585=225 to 587«2l) ana 591=2L5 ciosins st 20004,
& Plat, < Do, 70Y ciocen Bl 53138 at 2000A. Ko othsr zhan es for thls pericd.

19 = Farch <« sorae: heraselng wleelons srried oabl «uring the sriod. o
ohange in Locatii.s or ettachnonbe. .

20 - tarch - v Lo, UL, 20ved leb ilat plus one gun 24 Cl:t to 8031~2369
closdng ab 15040, 5. Tint, plus one .un of Ld (st closes at LGAT-7360 at 15UG-.
2d Flab = 2 ine closec st Su= 345 st 15C0A. 18t Teet, 22 1st, . Vo, T0Y closiew |
&t GDY1=?2h w6 d0 omet al Lo 2l b 20UGH “are 3 L)o,_'fj,l., cerrivd ouat oood fire
rhssdov s o o vy €0kl Witk A';.';od ragaits, U Co, TH1, 00 activity.

i~ aroh = 2 le, Vil tigiond orce o a.can anﬁ 18 under opeational cantrol
L2, “+ Tpe Lie anu oy virgs of @ Co, TOL, Fired pegistrotion on rosd Junstlon.
Uotoocontinued anisr sooontiopad coantrol Yorcs saugen. 10 “ieons in locations.

R - JRECT = 0 Uz, TOL te 3 fired German TSem Tak low ot Toumi un operstling
corTecliy, 0, wuip v ivional aenbrol Lok Pa Jp firsd 'nravsing, re.istretions,
LG i1,1'.1.-:;m15;;n.z’.xiv,::.; we arins pariod. O e, 3Q lay, 751, fired 1 nission on ey
s repsonnel,
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foller 1o oositions: 1st Fiag, lst . «ct &tm-lw ‘- 2 Lanki, 20 act 8% L79=14) -
1 tank and LRB=14Y « 1 tunk, 24 xt, 1st ect 520-170 ~ 3 tunks, Jd saat &t 516=176 « |
2 tanre, 3¢ “int, lst .sct 5.7-16%5 = 3 tanks, Jd -eot L¥~lod - 2 tanks, closing |
at 21454 sepr. wWoving from .orounk 1 o Lank slt ¢ zine at 5175-17L5 anc was complet.ly




destroyed. 3 Plat, 7 Jo, 751 !ans in. moved to:

531-172,
21‘ “3xToh =

no aallunctions,

5

- b wm W -

1 “ect 5:7-177 and 24 Tect

20y, 701 test rirec ensen 7.hca rilfie, cun fired very wall,

.0, 7J] mewping gnder op rutdoAl sontrol A<l Fo Gp and < o,

701 remiins undor oroubional control rorco Xacden,

25 = sarch -
ar. Ko ilncia-ints

with (ood reasuits,

Tens i 200 CL0E6G
eboad Lo et Tanw
26 :apoh -

at Lu7=107 nna Hubh=-i32 Jor speselil aisalons.

D00 = PO ebhuari 8.

A7 = Jareh -

5uF=160 wfLer it b

4 wo, TUl, moved 5 puns from 503-236 to 594=-237 closio at 2420004

Y

secured during A0VeREnt. v0, Tul, fArsc ‘erxan 75cu fae How
“en uo, 8biil Getolia, relieved ab 242100k sar by U Jo, lst
ab -“tance (7iU=i1y, iloneer plat in posivlon &t 706-23% (J mortars)

Ve

. w0y, 2 08 in ahti-tin role pall back to inlirect fire positions

g uo, 791, carrizd ot «rty missions,
Yy oy &R D Cososndes, 751 Tank o - Lo activivy.
1 act, 3 “dat, 3 Lo, 751 Tank Bn returaed to rositiocns as

t v to aveld ey srty flre, Usual arty =aiszizns cepried

oat. by L ips’t Ter, Yol, G, o, 8nd L Jow, 751 Tank #¥n -~ N6 sotiviiy.

23 - uren - woy 701, let rlat (able bbry) at 5%18-7507, 24 Flak (Nor bbry)
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lo=1dy 1st :lal, 1st Beot ABY=-15L - 2 Tis
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i1
2d ‘ect 507-137 - 2 TDs - Indirect fire
2d "lat 505-138 ~ 4 TDs - Indireet fire
3d rlat 553=-195 - 4 10s
B So CF WH07=-252 ‘ lst Flat 606-254 - 2 TUn
. 601-244, - 2 TDs
2nd Flat 566-219 - L The
3rd Plat 60925 - 2 TDs
609-253 - 2 Tie
L Co uv 593=235 lst Fli (Able biry) 5918-~2367
znd P1t (Dog biry) 6047-2359

| 3d i1t (Star btry) 5926-2348
Fen Co oF 1L710=-219 ioneer -latoon 706-231 (3 morturs)

'esitioias at close of Pepded (751 lank Bn)*

AN 1517=-129 lst ¥31, 1st Seet 493-140 ~ 2 tanks
SRR # 2 Lect  488~143 -~ 1 tank

Znd '#@%, lst Sect  530-170 - 3 tanks

B '2nd ect 516-176 - 2 taoks.

3rd Flt, 18t :ect  507-165 - 3 tunks

Zrd Lect  499-156 - 2 tanke

TNy L508=268 lat ‘1t 505-227 - § tanks
2nd, Flt 574=207 ~ 5 tanke
- 3rd ¥1¢ 553~175 - 5 tanks

RN, I L558-161 let I'lt, lst :ect  535-180 - 3 tanks, ligh$

<nd ‘ect 537-182 -~ 2 tanks, light
2nd Flt, let _ect 527-176 - 3 tanks, llighb

204 est  531-177 - 2 tanks, light
3rd i1t, lst ‘ect 539-185 - 3 tanks, 1i-ht

2nd Sect  540-183 - 2 lanks, 1izht .
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S=1 ANNEX 10 OFERATIUNS REPORT FOR.PERIOD 1 - 31 MARCH 1945

. &, ﬂﬂ&!mt
! Date oi Type of

Gra Nane A3x Co  Casualty Cagualty
Sgt Richard Wehrley 15042970 C 5 Mar 45 LwA
Pfo Charles W. Keith 32033603 c 5 Mar 45 LWA
Cpl Talco L. Zeigler 34071660 C 6Mr iS5 L¥WA
Pvt Lester M. Phillips 6985182 B 6 dar 45 LA
Tec 5  Willisa C, King 14,004,817 C 7 Mar 45 LWA
Pvt Dale P, Holybee 39833207 c 7 ¥ar 45 LWA
Pvt Jobm T, Smith 34Lhi2336  C 8 iar 45 KIA

#5/8gt  Sterlimg K. Smith 15042538 C 9Mmris5 LWA
Sgt Donald J. Blank 332/,6805 A 29 Mar 45 LIA
Cpl Zarl E, Gipeon 15077722 Reon 29 Mar &5 KIA

*3/Sgt  Jim W. Heoten 341A7207  hom 29 Mar AS 1= 1)

* Indicates pe sonnsl not hospitalised.
b. Changes in Status ef Personnel Previcusly Reported as Casualties:
Pre Clyde Merton . 38029256 B LWA 9 Peb 45 <TD 24 Mar 45
II. AWARDS
a, Legion Of Merit:
T/3gt Henry D, Kipsher 37098831 Co B, per GO #51 h MTOUSA ¢a
bes Bronse Star Medal; |

T/58t Howard J. Spaalding 35155475 Hq & Hq Ce, per GO #24 lst Armd
¢. Purple Heart:

Tec 5  William C. Kimg 14004817, Ce C per GO #18 Hq lst Armd Div es
Pfe .Lerenzo P, Ferd 13087071, Co C per G50 #19 Ky lst Armd Div cs
Pvt ¥illiam J. Novak 35320783 Ce C per b $#20 Hq lat Arsd Div es

I1II. HEPLACEMENTS:

During the perfod the Battalion received ome offiser and sixteen enlisted
men as replacem-atse, '

IV. ROTATION AND TEMPORARY DUTY:

, Seven onlisted mem departed for the U, S. om teuperiry daty and seven de-
parted on rotation,
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HEADQUARTERS # SECRET
701ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION  *Per Auth: GO "ijt T
LPO 464 U.S. army #Initials: AN

*Date: 10 YAy 1945
SHEHEREEEHEREEREHBEHEE0R

10 May 1945

SUBJECT: Operations Report,

TO : Aidjutant General, U, S. immy, Vashington 25, D.C.
(Thru Channels)

1. Submitted herewith Operations Report of the 70lst Tank
Destroyer Battalion for the period 1 -~ 30 april 1945, inclusive,
in compliance with paragraph 10, AR 345-105, dated 10 March 1943.

2, This Operations Report is taken from the Unit Journal and
Unit Diary and supporting documentary evidence is attached thereto.

3. Operations Report covering period through 31 March 1945
was submitted previously.

FOR THE COWllinNDING OFFICER:

o
(V,(_/(fa‘ g
/EDHN E DOOLEY
'~ 1lst Lt, FA <

1 Inclosure: Adj
Opns Rpt w/allied Papers




OPERATIONS REPORT OF T..E 701st TANK DusSTHUI AR BATTALION FOR Tl PERIOD 1 acRIL T0
.30 APRIL 19L5.

Location of Troops on 1 april 1945:

Battalion CP....-..‘...o.-..-.o..o.o.‘.. L557150
Battalion TrainS.....o..-.....----o-oo-o 1‘581118

Reconnaissance Company...eseeseesecsssse LI10219
Lth Recon, Platoon (3 8lmn Lortars)., L706231

Comarw "A"c.o--octso--o-.-o-oo-o--oocon L516129
1st fPlatoon glst Section)eeesessvsaes LUBILISL
lst Platoon (2nd Section)eseveessesss LSOT137
md Platooncoooo.o--...on-....-o....‘ L505138
3rd Platoono.........-.--..o..oo..... L553]-95

conpaw ”B".onooa'alc-lo...o.oio.oti..l.. 14&7252
1st Platoon (1st Sectiong............ L60625)
1st Platoon (2ud Section).eeececeesss LOOL2LY
2nd Platoon....-otlo.ol...c-ooooooo.o L566219
3rd Platoon. élst Scctiong............ L609252
3rd Platoon (2nd Section).ee.eeesesss LE9253

Co]‘]parv 'lC|'.ll'".................‘..... 14593235
1st Platoono.oooocoooc-ooo-noa-noo.lo L59l82367
zld Plawon......'................... L&u72359
}.d Platoon.....'.‘.........l.'...... L592623h8

751 Tank Bn, (B, C& D Co's Operationally attached)

up Corilparw, 751 Tank B’l-c--ooo-oooooooc le7l29
lSt PlatOOI‘l 2 kas ese000scessesenee Lh931m
1st Platoon ?l Tank evecsveonsensseoe Lh88lu3
1st Platoon (1 Tank )eesseesesseessss LLBBLLS
2nd Flatoon 3 Tanks ®0evocsrscrcccsn L530170
2nd flatOOl’l 2 Tarlks $o0 00000 0Pa000 L516176
Jrd Platoon (3 Tanks)eeeesssssascaass L507165
3rd Flatoon 2 Tanks t0aceecocccsnsoe Lh99166

" Company, 751 Tank Bleeeseceesesessss LELB1ES
lSt Platoon 20600 ss0cssssacsacssnnose L565227
2nd Platoon .'.....‘.‘............... L572207
3rd Platoon L R I N T T ) L553195



Location of Trooos on 1 april 1945: (Cont'd)
upt Goupany, 751 Tank

lS'b Plato:)n 3 Tal’lksg......-o-...-..-....LSBSlBO

lst Pl&'tloon 2 Tanks c'co-co-.o-.-oo-o--oL537182

2nd Flatoon (3 Tanks).eeeeeeessssoeaseseal527176
nd Jlatoon {2 Tanks)eeeeesseeesessssasealy3LLT7
3
2

3rd Platoon Tanksg....................L539183

Brd L’latOOI'l Tarlks ...'..O....'I...l.l.LSIOlBS

as the period opened the 70lst Tank Destroyer Battalion and the
751 Tank Battalion were in defensive positions along the entire right
of the IV Corps front, Company "“C* of the Battalion was in indirect
fire positions under operational control of the h2Lith F.s, Group,
Company 5% was under operationsl control of the 75lst Tank Zattalion
{FORCz 1.uDDEN), Recomialssance Conpany was attached to II Corps, sub
attached to the lst armored Divisicn and in Infantry positions with
the lst Tank Battalion (diswounted), o, BG4, and “O% Cos, of the 751
Tenle Battalion were under control of Hesdquarters, 701st T,D. o,
(BURCsS REDDING),

Recomiiclagrmice Cormany reverted to settalion control on the lst
nd wes noved to the SILLa arca (L593136), where the Company was pu .
on their veniicles for the first time in severzl months, Vehicular
ond radio reintensnce, and the prep-ration of their vehicles for com-
Bot occupled btoaeir time for the next ten deys, The long winter period
2o Infantry nad resulted in the faet thot their vehicles had not hwed
dreocr preventative maintanance and a long period of work was needed

to refit thelr vehicles. for conbat,

3]

For the other units of thie Battalion tive FORCE L.ADDEN - FORCI

e

RICDING teetical grouping held until the 9th of april, when 211 re-

vorted to ooront unit control., During this pericd, positions of units

2
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rooined escentizlly the sate, witlh sonc fow creeptions, and normsl
obsurved and unobserved, dircct end indircet fires were carried out
from sctotic defensive fire positions, Jhile dhese activitics were

boing cerried out, plons were being nade for the prospeciive of-

fersive operation soon to teoke place, The Sattalion (end the 751

Tark M) wie to be in direct support of the 10th U, 0. wouwntain Infaontry

Sdviesion (U.3, IV Corps; in the Fifth amy attampt te bresk out of the

Aroalines into the O River Valley. The Division Conniznder had de-
ciced thet cne Tank Couyiang and one Tank Destroyer Compsny would bae
abtvached to vach Infantry Reginent for the initial stages of the
operation, The attachuents (to toke efiect 1200 hrs D-1) as follows :

U5th Lt, Inf. Regt, “i% Coupeny, 701st 0,0, Bn,
@zt Conpeny, 751t Tank In,

goth wt, Inf, Regt, #G" Compony, 701lst T,D. Bn,
ngH Conpeny, 751lst Tank .

87th 1%, Inf. liegb, "a® Cowpeny, 70lst 0,0, i,
wai Comoany, 75Lst Tank B,

Gy mutuel sgrearant between the 7015t ond 751st Corainnding Uificers
it w5 farther gagrecd that cach Tang Destroyer Colpony would send oue
Flatoon to its corrusponding Tank Goupany, and cach Tonk Conpany vould
sutd one rlgbvon te its corrcspoiding Tank Destroyer Guipany., LDis
was donne to belster the fircepower of the Tank Compony wivih the 30
owl end to gilve whe TD's tiae benefit of the autonstic weapons of Glie
ediw. taik, The comianitions probla:s in this were nil, due to the
foch thot both unibs were cquipped with the SCR 500 radio series (o
mebuzl exchanze @nd rv_llvigmu(,‘nt of erystole wes nade),

The Infantry Regilmentsl Counonders were to scid one Tank or T2
A

NP LAYy with cach assault Infantry Dettolion, This gave six armmored

"
2
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Corpanies with tiie six assault Infantry Rabttalions, done of the arior we:

te be neld in roserve with the exception of the 70lst liccomalssance
Coroony and DM Cuipary of the 751st Tank tn, These tuo Componics
were to be agbtachoed to o form-tion laown as Task Force (URSULIT uncder
cors:-nd of the 3rd Bn, of the 86th Infantry Regiment, This force wrs
to be activated upon Division order and wos to be uscd to oploit any
najor brezkthrough rnads during the attack,

The period 9 « L2 spril vwaos spent in readying for the operntici,
The Tank - Tank Destroyer Platoon exchange was made, and on the l2th
all Coupenics moved to their assaibly areas for the attack, At 18uu

hrs 12th april, thc dispositions were as follows:

3N GCelle L5902
Mai Conpary L61921i5
WERH Conpony 1607252
1st Platoon 1566219
2nd Platoon, lst 3ection LE0625)
2nd Platoon, 2nd Section 1609252
3rd Platoun 1572223
HOH Corpany (= 1 Cun) 1637237
(1 Gun, "G# Compeny L602233
Iteconnzissance Conpany LE03237

(The one Gt Compeny gun ab L022L3 was for firing Ystar® shells
over given target arcas at night for girplones, This aireground
cooperation in night bombing fr-:,s used several tices with success dure
ing the operation),

The scheduled attack by the 10th Lountain Division begmn at 0700
heurs 1l April, all Gun Couponies of the Battalicn noved in supoort.
My nineficlds and daiclitions held up progress for most of the
initial day,

The ~btack progressed slowly, By the 15th TOLE had been taken,

nd elenents viere moving slowly norvir cgainst scattercd resistance,




Conpony Yal engaged three enauy tanks this date, and put one of
then out of action. xgain on thc foilowing day, “A" Coupany destroye-
ed another enany tank, and Conpany "“G" destroyed 2 anti-tank guns,

The 85th lteginent and Corpary #BY, 70lst Tarnk Destroyer Bn,
sceured the left flank against counterattack as our attack progresscd,
This left "B* Compaony well in our rear for the next few days, and ¢if-
ficulty was expcrienced in maintaining corrmunications, On the 18th
however, “b' Cowpany was detached from the Battalion and attached to
CeCuMal of the 1lst amored Division, This Corpany was destined to re-
nain detached for the ranainder of the operation,

The breakthrough into the PO Valley was made on spril 20th, Two
Infantry Battolions sapported by "a®t and UC# Conpanics were out of the
Appenines and atlI0 hours the Recomnzissance Comp ay passed through
with orders to cut Highway # 9. This wns affected by 10O hours, On
this cday, Company 9G" destroyed one LK IV and one 150 i gun. In~
nunmerable prisoners woerce taken, (%B* Compamy, with C,C, %uw", destroy-
ed 2 §/P guns in the LOYLD grid square at 191200B), Battalion dis-
pusitions at 2018005 april were :

In CP 751506
Bt Comp My 752255
"GU Company 733567
lst Flatoon L1563
ilBiI Cotipany
1st Platoon 680 399
ond Platoon 683396
Recomeissmee Company 772546
1st Platoon 777548
. 2nd Platoon 778543
3rd rlatoon 737563
Lth rlatoon 774552

The Divisicnal objective for the next dgy was to secure the

BULPORTO bridges intact, #ait and "CH Companies were o support the

‘!%‘!
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edvence of the 2nd Pn, of the 86th Regiment, Reconnaissance Conprry
was to provide a reconnaissancc screen for the divisional advance,
4% 0910 hours one lLie8 and one L= amored car of the Recomnaisscnce
Compony were dustroyed by enagy af/T firc., The Platoon Leader of the
First Platoon was killed, and his Platoon Sergeant was seriously
woundcd in netion, The Conpany was forced to vdthdraw and choose
another route of advance,

fneny resistance suddenly collgpsed in this arca. With Recon-
naissance Company in the lead, the 2nd Bn, of the 86th Infartry
(1otorized) protected in colun by the guns of “4i¥# Company noved
along the roads to BULORIO at speeds gpproxinating 30 hePeH. Hleanents
of Ren Co arrived ot FOLPORTO at approxinately 1600 hrs,, somevhat
in advance of the main column, and securcd both bridges intact, In
the vill-ge, hcwever, the 2nd Flatoon of the Compaony becgiae involved
in - strect fight with German Infantry, One L-8 Armored Car was hit
and arncd by an enany bazooka and the Platoon Sergeant was killcde
The flatoon was forced to withdraw back ccross the canal bridge une
til Infantry and TD's cauc forward to secure the town, .t 2118003

April, dispositions c¢f the Battalion were s

Bn GF L 751506
", Coripany L 655753
Reccnnaissonee Conpany L 655753
ugH GOI“p D‘IW
1st Platoon L 714603
2nd “datoon L 747603
3rd Flatoon L 73LS95

advances to the North contimied the next morning, The 10th
Division abtocked regiments sbreast, the 86th Infantry (Route “BM)
and the 87th Infantry (Routc "a%), Company "i¥ supported the 86th

]
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and CGoempany “C! supported the 87th, Iicconnaissance Corpany provided
a screen for koute Y“a¥, ObJective for the day was CakinTT. (F5913) on
the KO River, HResistance wrs slight =nd Compmy "G" rcached the town
of 8¢ BaNIDLTTO (FS5811) obocub 2000 hours in the evening, The colunn
proceeding along Route “BY was not able to reach objective that night
but clasents cf the Reoonnaissznce Comp ay srrived at CaluTl. at 0500
hrs, Iord blocks were auedistely established zlong 21l routes of gpe
preach by Ccmpshics Bi® and #GH, Eneny resistance that rauained in
the area was nopped up,

Infantry units c¢f the 10th Division irmediately crossed the river,
Ccrponics Wa' and “C" supported this operation by direct fire, The
crossing of the K0 Iiver by Tanks and Tank Destroyers, howcver, pro-
santed a most cifficult problan, due to the fact that there were no
bridges avail-bley It was not until the 25th of april thot elements
of this Bottaolion wore able to cross the River to support the Infantry
bridgchead, HReeonnaiss-nce Coipany crossed on an kel treadway bridge
about 251300B .pril ~nd joined the 86th Infantry Regincnt in their
advance to the lorth (objective VaRONi), This treadway bridge, hove
evary was nct a suitcble neans for the n-1l0s to use in crossing, and
a capturcd ferry was utilized in ferrying the Destroyer Corpanies
acrcss, The progresswas slow and the nethcd tedious but by 260100D
April Conpany ¥a' and seven ii-10s of WC" Company had completed the
crossing, Thesc Destroyers then set about to carry oul their assigned
nilssion of flonk protection advence, dleients of the Recommailsscnce
Coupeny were in VZRONa with the 3rd . 86 Infantry at 260100F .pril.
Lopping up by all clements continued throughout the day, ond at 1&0Ohrs
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Reconnaissance ond "C" Comp-nies moved to DUSSOLENGO (FsL58) to occupy
and defend the town for the night,

The Battalion assasbled at 0800 hrs the following morning and uoved
in aupport of the 2dévance of the 87th Infontry Regiment along the shores
0of Lago di Gardc. lLinor resistance was net during the day, npostly fron
88 rr. duglepurpcse afT = »f/T guns, of which Coupany "." destroyed two
and Ren Company destroyed one during the days operations, Foryward
claents of the Battalion reached FU578 at 2000 hours on the 27th vhen
reldeved by eleients of the 751 Tank Battalicn vho continued in the
advance,

(Dering this entire perioq, Compny “B* of the 70lst Tank Destroy-
er Bettalion had been debached from the Battalicn and had been in
support of the attacking 1st armored Division, The Battalion was
unable to naintain contact with this Gorpany throughout the greater
part of the april operations, Compzny "B on the 28th of the nontl.
was attached to the 81st Reconnaisscnce Squadron and on this date
emtered SOLLINO (770510).

Ixtensive deoliticns at F5696 ond tunnel destruction in this
area prevented further amcered advance in a northerly direction, an
" englneey estinate of the time to construct a passable rcute was 7 days.
In the afterncon of the 28th, Infoniry units of the l0th Division nade
an arphiblcue operation (by neans of “IUKW's") around the demolished
rood area and proceeded north, The Gun Couponies of the Battazlion
supperted this operation by direct fire, when the advaneing Infentry
x‘-.r:_s! cut of effective support range of the Destroyer's guns, the
Corponies were withdrawn and road blocks were seb up throughout the

Divigional area, Dispositicns remained essentially the same throughout

S
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the raiainder of the period, On tiie 0th the Babttalicn prepared to
riove to vicinity of RIV.. (.5510Lk) ond TOREOLs (A575025) by ferry
north on Leke GaltDi, and thence to continue to the North in the directic
¢f bhe Zrenner and IiSla passes to AUSTRIA in support of the 10th
Infontry Division, which was assanblying to attback,

The last repcrted lceation of Company "% was TREVIGLIO (K5668)
on the 29th of ,pril,

R EEEEEEE

The uonbh had been 2 period of continual novaient, a great valley
h~d been ercssed as the Fifth sxuy advanced fram the appenines to the
AMpPs, a najor woter obstacle had been crossed, ond the Gemion ariides
in Italy had virtually bean destroyed, The spring offensive had been
a gratifying success,

For the Officers and lLen of the 70Llst Tank Destroyer Battallon
this ronth nieant the corpletion of 35 long, ardous months of overseas
service, This was perh-ps the niest singly inportant nonth of thai all
to us, for at long leost the cid of the Auropean Jar seened in sight,
Aawcnbs of this Dobtolion were anong the first americon ground forces
te engnge the NHazd enay in this wer, It wos a gratifying thought
that the and wns s¢ neary ond thot the 701st Tank Destroyer Battalion
hod been o part of that Fifth army whose privelege it had been to
cssist in the destruction of the enany in ITald.
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Ble CoPe F 52591l
Bne Trains F 511939
Len Cor:peny F 512888
Wil Corpany F 525915
lst Aatoon F 512888
2nd Platoon F5 38951
3rd Platuon F 539915
"3 Cunpany ~ K 5668
NGY CoLpony F 535936
1st Platoon FhLi167)
2nd Flatoon F 555956
3rd Plotoon F 555956

ALBERT B, BORRISON
Coptain, Inf
Se3
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S-1 ANNEX TO OPERATIONS REPCRT FJOP PERIND 1 -~ 30 APRIL

a.

*

*
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CASUALTIES:

Grade Name

Sgt Russell Simmons
Tec 4 Lonnie W, PLillips
Sgt John J. Carroll
1st Lt Lawrence V. Burke
Tec 4 Charles H. Scott
Pfc Raymond R, Sturm
1st Lt ¢:hn Nl Hudson
T/Sgt Howard J. Spaulding
Tec 5 Notle H. Midkiff
Pvt Joseph H. Metzeder
Tec 4 Corlos Snell Jr
Pfc Claude A. Crowder
Tec 5 Robert E. Leasure
Pfe Willard J+ Cumming
Pvt Johni T O'Rourke
Pfe  Rex MMI leredith
Sgt Robert ,Dunham

Tec 5 Eugene W. Baker
Capt John NMI Hudson

2d Lt Joe H, Patterson
S/Sgt Anthony G. Schepici
Tec 5 Jo. T. (I0) Dial
Pfc Norman Vigderhouse
Pfc Clayton NMI anderson
Pfc John M, Wiwi

Sgt Clyde T. Gephart
Pfc Cecil W. Thompson
Pvt Eldridge C, King
S/Sgt Julius J. Fussell
Sgt alfred L. Parks
Tec § Deloss B. Morgan
Pfc Kenneth D, Coleman
Tec 5 Gordon B, Bernhard
Tec 5 Donald L. Carringion
Tec 5 Dallas A. Holcomb
Cpl Alexander Crawford
Pfc Ralph D. Higgins
2d Lt John R. Foster

Tec 5 Marshall R. Nuzum
Pfe Sterling C. Brown
Pvi Claude N, Gilliland
St George L, Baldwin
ot James E. Upchurch
Plc Herman sdams

P{c Rev O Peterson

Cet Tem T, Gunn

S/Sgt. Occar E. Swanson
2¢ L+ Farl L. Urban

rfc Arnold . asling
Capt  John NMI Hudson

NO"™ HOSPITALIZED

34160213
15045811
31029681
01176904
33090791
33580281
01307549
35155475
35482495
37721341
34359063
35260250
37328661
15047888
33026617
6669903
33272551
362428,8
01307549
01999106 Hen
20123378 Ren
34194239 Ren
33193261 Ren
35262612 Ren
35168871 Ren
33261645 Ren
150109485 Ren
34914162 Ren
3,208886 €

20346573 C

37449685 C

35623822 ¢

35378260 Ren
35152806 Rcen
33120105 Ren
31244315 C

3831678 C

02001723 Ren
37205973 B

35132318 C

33157667 B

15047931 Ren
34134349 Ren
15055053 Ren
34053954 Ren
34147389 Ren
36185161 Ren
01999201 C

37519651 B

Q1307549 C

OQwwowow

Hq
Hq

n

C)UJ(§:D'CJg’CJUJUJ

L Apr
11 Apr
15 apr
15 apr
15 apr
15 Apr
17 apr
17 wr
17 alY
17 apr
18 Apr
18 Apr
18 spr
18 apr
18 apr
19 Apr 45
19 apr 45
19 Apr 45
20 Apr L5
21 apr L5
21 apr 45
21 Apr 45
21 Apr 45
21 apr LS
21 Apr 45
21 Apr 45
21 apr L5
21 Apr 45
21 Apr L5
21 Apr LS
21 Apr 45
21 Apr L5
21 Apr 45
21 Apr 45
21 Lipr 45
21 Apr 45
21 apr 45
22 4ipr 45
22 Apr 45
22 Apr 45
22 Apr 45
23 Apr L5
23 apr 45
23 npr 45
23 Apr L5
23 Apr 45
23 apr A4S
23 Apr L5
26 Apr 45
27 Apr A4S

L5
L5
L5
L5
L5
L5
LS
LS
45
1.5
L5
45
L5
I:5
L5

1945

SWA
SWA
StiA
LIa
SVIA
LIa
SWA
L‘.J“TA
LIa
Lta
LW
Lih
L
Lwa
LIa
LWA
Liia
LA
Lila
v
Lita
L¥a
L¥%a
KIAa
LIA
LIA



e )
II AWARDS:

A+ Purple Heart:
S/Sgt  Herston Childsrs  3521359C C  per GO 25 Hq lst 4D

Cpl kel B. fensoar 16575794 A per GO 25 Hq 1st iD
Pfc alberv B, Crawford Jr 34133988 Rcn per GO 35 Hq 1lst aD
Sgt Ceorge L. Baldwin 15047931 Recn

IIT  REPL.CEMENTS:

Durirg ihe period the Battalion received two (2) officers and
eight (8) enlisted men as replacements.

Iv ROTATION »ND T.%IPOR4RY DUTY :

During the period twenty five (25) enlisted men returned to the
U. S. on rotation and eleven (11) enlisted men returned to the U, S. on
Temporary Duty.
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S=3 LHNEX 0 OrBHaTIONS HEAKT

Vehicular losses Uhrou h eneny action sustained by the 701st

Tank Destroyer Gotb~lion during the ronth of april 1945
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Sely ANFEX TO 02EWATIUNS IUAHORT

axunition expenditures during ronthly period (approxinate) :

39, iigh Sxplosive Slol
34, liigh Explosive (reduced charge) 20L6
3%, 8.oke 65
34, Tine 0
3", Star 157
3, A5G 763
3%, T-105 0
Total
o 3N High Explosive 635
o 371 42C 220
Total
«X Caliber 12500
+50 Caliber 2060
Grenzdes, Hand (lE) 86

Grenades, Yellow Snoke 10



HEADQU:..RTERS
7C1ST TaNK DESThCVER BATTALION
APO 464 U. S. AR{Y

1 May 1945

CQUBAT_LESSONS LEARNED = 1 = 3Q APRIL 1945

During the entire month of April 1945, the 701lst Tank Destroyer
Battalion was in support of the 1Oth lioratain Infantry Division; with
the exception of Company "B which, during tle peried 17 - 30 April vas
under operational control of the 1lst a»mored Division, Operations, for
the greater part, were offensive; consisiing of fast-moving Infantry-
Tank -« Tank Destroysr Combat Teams t.nder "nfrniy Jommardi., Resistanece
varied from strong to nil, and the oup=iat.nn: suvered the entise ares
from the Appenines through the Po Rive. Valler ue the Alpa, Terrain
varied from flat cultivated valleys wi-h gcod road revs to high barrea
mountains where roads were 8 nonexistant facwor. Every conceivable
German anti-tank devise from the A/T Grenede and Bazooka to the €8mm gun
was contacted by elements of this Battalion.

From the many and varied combat experiences of our parsonnel during
the period, a wealth of combat lessons have beon derived. For the sake
of simplicity, these Lessons will be discussed under the following
headings:

1, Tank Destroyer Gun Companies.

2. Tank Destroyer Reconnaissance Company.

3. Tank Destroyer Headquarters and Headquarters Ceapany.

4o Communications,
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1, TalK DESTROYER GUN COLPaNLiS

During the period 1 -« 30 april the 70lst Tank Destroyer Bg.ttelion
and the 751 Tank Battalion worked in close conjunction supporting the
10th lountain Division,

Innumerable Tank - Tank Destroyer tactical groupings were attenpt-
ed, all arranged to meet a given tactical sitwction, rroper communi-
cation enabled each of these organizations to successfully carry out
their assigned missions, The two Battalions initially intcrchanged
crystals on all 508 and 528 radios within their respective organizations,
This automatically insured commnicztion of any combined groups of Tanks
and Tank Destroyerse

Initially in the period each Tank and Tank Destroyer Company interwe
changed one Platoon, This zave each tank comupany two platoons of li=k's
and one platoon of i=1l0'%s, and gave each ID Comp my two Platoons of
i=10's and one Platoon of L-L's, One mixed compony was then sent in
support of each assault Infantry Battelion, Later in the period ~11
conceivable combinations were profitably used. (Wote - The integral
Platoon construction always remained unoltered, Exchanges were not madse
involving units smaller than the Platoon)

The actual assonult on enemy positions wns carried out as follows:

The Tank Destroyer pk toons were used a5 o base, firing in dircect
support of the advancing Infantry, The l.ediun: Tanks were slightly in
rear as a nobile reserver, after the TD direct fire had softencd the
enany strong points, the medium tonks caie forward, passed through the
TD's, ond pushed forward to the objective vdth the Infantry, The TD's
continued to over-watch, engaging all targets of opportunity,

In the initial stages of the Divislonal sttack (vieinity of Casteld
d' aiano) some Tank - Tank Destroyer companies had enginecrs pl-atoons
attached, Numerous mines and demolitions were encountered and without
imriediste engineer assistance the progress of the amior would have been
frequently delqyed,.

In the advence across the ro River Valley, one platoon of Tonk
Destroyers usually operated with the forword elements of the notorized
columns, The rensinder of the TD corp-ny were interdispersed (by
sections) between the trucks of the roteriged Infmtry to protect the
colunn from roving German self-propelled guns, vhich after being by-
passed, often fired on the trucks in rear of the aror,
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TaNK DiSTHOY 2R GUN COL.PaNIss (Conttd)

It hes been the policy of this Battolion thot Flatoon Leaders
are on the 1=10 for morc effcctive control of the guns and for his
own protection, In flat terrnin, such ~s the Po Valley, the fire
of 211 platoon guns arc brought on each torget (in mountainous ter-
rain this is not always possible), If the rlatoon Leader-brings the
fire of his gun onto the t-rget, he no longer commands a platoon but
onc gun; if he docs not wngage the target, but continues to control
the fire of his pl-toon, hc looses the fire of one of his guns, On
Compeny Cour.~nder suggests the nddition of the fifth gun to the plcotoon
(Orgenizotion then similor to the tonk platoon), another Company Cori-
nander suggests a Yight tank in the TD platoon as the Flatoon Commands
er's vehicle (in lice of the authorized L-20),

2 6 A 9 ¢ 8 3 &

It is inperntive thot Tanks ~nd Tank Destroyers keep moving when
roadbound in mountoinous terrain whon under enery observation, North
of SAVIGN.NO three taonks were destroyed by eneny tonk ~nd artillery
fire when the colwn jormed and stopped on the road as the lead tonk
rcached the objective, In this conncetion, it niay be said that whan
operating with dismounted Infoantry columns in mountainous terrain,
only a snall portion of the TD comp-ny should be kept forvwrd (pos-
sibly o section or -~ platoon), Thc colwan that odvonced up the cast
side of Lago di Gardo ably proved this point in that the cntire ob-
tached TD caupny wos kept well forwvard, » blov in the rond wias
reached and the ontire amored colun was juaied forvnrd (it being
ncxt to impossiblc to got off the road), The entire left colunn w-s
thus exposed and offcered o nost promising torget to enuuy guns ncross
the lake (rmge 2500 to 3000 yards),

e o o & & & 9 b

Gernon anti-nirceraft gunners on the du-lepurposc 88 1m gun ope-
parently do not nake good 4/T gunnors, The prescnce of nruor scins
%0 ucke then loose their nerve, ulso, trained to t-king lends on fast
noving aireraft the ./a gunner firing on taonks will invoriably over-
estinnte the load, ond fire in front of the tonk, Four tincs in two
doys enery 88 rm ./u guns used for ./T purposcs fircd on ~rmored €-rs
and TD's ot ranges under one thousand (1000) yards, =nd r.issed, One
prticular gun fired five rounds, missing cach tiue, Then the erevw
evidently nbnandoned their gun vhen o TD cone forward to engage and
destroy it,
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USE OF STaR SHILLS

During the past scveral ronths the naval shell, Illuminoting, 3
inch ki 2k, lkod, 1 w/Fuze T & Sg LiSh has bean uscd by this Battolion
in the following thrce roles

(1) Illuuinntion of targets for night borbing,

(2) IMlunin~tion of eneuy strong points to be engaged by

b I W R
divnnt fire,

(3) Tiluwdnotion of targets for ¥icld srtillery obscrvers for
nicht ~djustricnts,

Night Poribing:

Our night bembing niissions were prearronged by the oir Corps ~nd
trang.itted to the Battolion tiirough Corps .rtillery, e have founc
that is necessaxy to hove on officer, fonilinr with ncthods of fire
direction md sinple survey and two gans, with the solc nission of fire
ing illwinsting shell, ulso scveral hundred rounds of shell were always
on hond ~t the Battalion dwap,

The guns hod to be well forword so s to be ablc to cng-ze cfe-
feciontly t“c targets sclected by the .dr Corps for the nights operations.
The Batt-lion wns never inforned until late ~ftornoon of the locations
of the torgets (centers of corrmnication, road junctions, ete) whir™
usually were well in front of our lines,

Registration by air OP or ground OP on area targets is desired
but not a2lwoys necessary. On several occasionsy when time did not pore
it day-light registration, the guns were laid by compass ond fired
with sotisfactory results,

The riethod of engaging targets by the Batt-lion wns laid down by
the air Corps and 1V Corps artillicry.

4t TOT (Tine over Target) -~ 2 mimites, an aircr-ft releases a flare
in the target area. This served as ar e=lert noticce to the guns which
fire two illwainating shells over the cunter of the target at T0T,
at T0T plus 2 niwtes, two odditional shells n~rc fired over the cemter
of the target, Then from TOT plus 2 ninutes to TOT plus 6 uimutes both
guns fire os nony illumin-ting shells os possible directing then in the
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nanner: Conter of torget, three hundred (300) yards left of torget
ond three hndred (300) yords right of target

Mhgeging Torgets with direct fire ot night,

ot one tinc during the 10th Lountain Division operation in the
Castel d'siano secvor the eneryy was known %0 be building 2 strong
point about cight hundred (800) 7. ic frow our front line, It was plone
ned to have "a? Corp-ny, TOL TD Ea firce star shells over this point
and hnve "B" Corpary, 701 TU Bn ongage the target with direct fire,
Tine did not pewrit rogistrofion curing day light on the target, The
guns were laid by caipass and vhen fired, not having been registered,
werc off scverai mils in defiestion and instead of lighting wp the
target, 1it vp the platosn Sho* was to fire. e never fircd this type
nission ngein, but the neecessity for registiction 1s obvious,

Registration of Field uriillery by F2 ou nisht using Illunincting Shell,

e v - e o sttt

During ovr operations with the iNth Lonntain Division in the
Castcl dY uimo cector we usced, with sonc siccess; illuninating s
for right adjustmient of Ficld artillery, The nethod although sonewint
crude, is ~s follows:

i)

Conrmnicctions with the .rtillery woere cxtrazely difficult,
Lountain crtillery con find firing positions without much troublc, while
for our gun with it's flat trojecilory, very few suitable positions
could be found. Therefore, distonces betweun srtillery and TD's were,
as o rule, great, ond wiere iipracticable, The SURS10 and SCR 508, cme
to the nountains were not reli~ble, So the following nethod was Cow
vised, uhen the 70 pickcd wp or was inforred of o target the coordie

2tus were sent to the Battalion which in tumn figured the dota for
the target, The Fu would be ready to fire but would not firc until so
orcered by thc FO md then only after he had seen the stor shell ovur
the torget area, The areas then would be continuclly lighted unkil the
registration was conpleted which ususlly took five (5) to six (6)
ninutes,

It is felt that sone better ncthed could be worked out to insure
good illuminstion using o ninimun of shells,
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2, TiNK_DISTROYLL. RUGONKAISSANCE COMP:NY

During the period the Reconnaissance Company ef this Battalien
seldom operated under Battalion Control or with or in support ef the
Gun Companies of the Battalion. None the less, the information they
derived would be of general value to all Reconnmaissance Troops.

In general ensagements between Infantry and Reconnaissance Troop:,
the Infantry will invariably come off second best., ii{«8 Armored Cars are
used as a moblie base of fire against enemy Infantry while 1/4 ton,

k x 4, crews of the Reconmaissance Platoon operete dismounted, attack-

ing agressively under covering fire of the M-8's, Six (6) kilometers
south of Bomporto, Italy, one Reconnaissance Platoon attacked some one
hundred (100) enemy Infantrymen using the ab-v: procedure. By segmenting
the enemy Infantry into small groups by wedging the ¥-8's between them,
the Platoon captured, killed or viounded bthe entire group of enemy without
casualty to themsclves. This enemy group contsined thirteen (13) Officers
while the total strength of the attacking Platoon was only seventeen (17)
men. (Note - Although all of the enemy group were armed with small arms
and machine guns, they possessed no useable a/T weapons).

Under similar circumstances, however, this same Platoon some five (5)
days later engaged a similar numnber of cnemy SS Troops nsar Bardoline,
Italy. In this case the Platoon procedure for attack was the same, and
8 wedge was driven between the enemy. This time, however, the enemy
troops withdrew & short distance, working to the flanks, and bezan to at-
tack the armored cars launching iA/T Grenades and Bazookas. This agressive
action by the encmy forced the Reconnaissance Platoon to withdraw, but
only after it had succeeded in inflicting an estimated ten (10) to twelve
(12) casualties upon the enemy.

In action against ¢nemy Infantry in towns and villages, Reconnaissance
troops often do not fare so well., In Bomporto, Italy, there were two
river and cenal bridges which the Division Coamandcr had ordared to be
secured intact, if possible. This Company was the first unit to reach
these bridges and found them intact upon arrival, Some fifteen to twenty
enemy Infantrymen were on the far side of the bridge, plainly visible.
Suspectinz the bridee to be mined, the Platoon Leader none the less
elected to attack, He ordered his sarmored cars across the bridpe firing
upon the enemy as they advanced., The enemy Infantry scattered, and by
this agressive action the Plitoon Leader saved the bridge. (Some six
hundred pounds of TNT was later teken from the bridge by the Company
Pioneer Platoon) The second bridse was in the center of the town. The
Platoon Leader advanced swiftly and crossed the second (It too was pre-
pared for demolitions). He had dropped offa l/k ton, 4L x 4, and crew
at each bridge for protection, and now found that he must advance on
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through the town without sufflcicont personnel. o clear the houscs border~
ing the street as he advanced. Inemy infartsy evidently realized this
and launched 4/T grenades frem the hcuses ai “he 1i-8's. One “rmored ear
was hit, set on fire, and the Flatoon Sergean. and radio operator were
killed, The German Infentry then counteratiacked and foreced the Platoon
to withdraw back across the bridge. From thls action it may be said that,
against agressive and determined enemy troovs in towns and villages, all
houses along the route of advance mis% be cleaTed zbreast of the advance
ing armor.

When Armored Cirs are compelled tn engage Tanks or 4/T Guns, the
results are usually disastroise On Highway 2 ia Italy cue Platoon was
heading west toward Mowcna. Thic Piatuci was eugaced by an anti-tank 3un
firing at a rangc °F three bwdred 200) yeords, The uderaan ~/T gunner
evidently realized the limitea Suridng racios o7 Lne #-8 Zov he knocked
out the second armored car in the column ricet, thsn ~cstroyed the lead
M-8 before it could turn avay  The Piitoon leader was killed, but the
Sergcant in command clected to attack the gua dlsmountied, He found the
gun %o be protected by determined German Infantiy., Thes, one well placed
A/T gun hopelessly blockzd 2 sajcr highway to the Reconnaissance elements
and a new route of advance had to be chosen. In this action the Platoon
suffered nine (9) casualties while the enemy lost only one (1) man.

Throughout the operation, an armored Field Artillery Battzlion
used the same 500 series radio channel as the Reconnaissance Compuny of
this Battalion. Thus, without official sznction and cntirely by the laws
of chance, an all-important and life-saving arrangenent was viorked oat
mutually betwsen the air-OP's of the ~Fi Battalion and the Reconnaissance
Platoons. The Observers and Platoon operators zradually learned to
distinguish radio voices, and even though the call sizns changed daily,
each group was able to recognize the other. The HReconnuissance Platoons
were habitually in the lead of all north bound coluans, and when air-
bound the air OP would call the Platoons askinz if he eould be of any
help, The Platoons would reply with their forward location, asking the
OP to observe to their front. This resulted severzl times in the location
of enemy tanks and A/T guns to the front and in the passing down of in-

~ valusble informrtion to the Platoon from the OP, This procedure wasS work-

¢d many times in the advance to the north, und the possibility of its use
in future operations in any thcatre should be seriously considered by all
echelons of Command.

The Reconnaissance Company, through the above means virtueslly assured
at all times of adequate Fi support. At inzola, Italy, on Highway 9, the
Reconnaissance Company was utilized -in the defense of the town, At
night, German truck columns came west from Bologna to approximately five
hundred (500) yards of the forward Platoon outpost, and German Infantry
began to detruck. The Platoon leader immediately called for fire from
the AFA Battalion, =~ Battalion concentration immediately broke up the
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prospeetive counterattack,

In retrospect, however, although the damage inflicted upon the
retreating enemy by the Reconnaissance Coapany of this Battzlion was
beyond measure; Reconnaissance, as befits the name, was a dismal failure.
Juring the entire period, although every Combat Command of the Division
used during the period had reconnaissance elements, the Task Force Com-
mander at no time had commvnication with this reconnaissance. Thus, al=-
though the Heuconnaissance Platoons ever carried out their assigned miss-
fons and were hubiwaliy first on objective, they served no purpose than
that they .ere firs%, for they could not trinsmit that information which
they obtained to the proner suthorities, In addition, when the Reconn-
aissznce clements engaged the enemy they were often foreed to fizht the
whole action by themselves, for they were unable to czll upon the Task
Force commanders for adequate support. This resulted in relotively high
casuzltizs in =:n and equirment 2nd lowered mor:le zmonz the personnel,
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3. Tank Destroyer wondgquerters -nd Londquartors Colpon

The Batt~lion Herdguorters of o Tonk Dostroyer Battzlion (and ~ny
other I~ttalion or sinil-r Ioawdqu-rbters) uch bo presarud te dofond
thauscelves in c~5b cf ~wtack Uy infiltr-tine wngy, Tuls is 2 oSy
stotacnt to roke, ut to cxcents in foot roguires oricr prognr:s “ticns
and orgniz-tion, The soad lquerters Coumnnd nt is the logicnl Jursul‘ to
sloce in chrroe of tho ore mizeotion of thic Lemdquortirs group, ond ho
should be the ciic to t-ke ciirie in crse of courgoney, In the post
opcr ~bicn, ierth of the o River, t:’u, sendguerters of this Eavt-dien boe
cu.¢ dig-sed in threoe fire fig 1";: rzodnost roving enwy units,

In f-st-ch-ning situ~tions it 1o -Jzost irpessible for the TD
Frtt~lion to keeo closc chock apon oAl of dito uni‘bs, for con 'bonmts cf the
Bett-dion ~re wsundly spro-d over - ocamlote Jivisicninl or uft 1 Corps
scetor, ot prescent writing it is ”991‘&/3(11_“,1391:: 180 wiles frer. :*.tr, 2ldcon
endqu rvers tw o the Coip ny Cr of one < tie Gun Coup-nics of this
Brttoalion, Threo rerce rlotoons (one vl L;Cux. from ench of the cuan cap-nics
and one Reeconiniss-nes fl-toen) are:wro thin 145 riles fror the Brbu-ddon
Cre The ~diinistr-tive proble.s ere-ibed b;r these distices re & pur=
pcetunl stroin won the foeilitics of the Battalion, Durin, the post
winter, the Sotb-licn ne-dguerters mmd Oun Ccip-nivs cpernbed in one Gorpo
vindde the Reecnncissanes Coipnny uppl‘ 4o in wmether £-r ocreoss ths -xuy
front, The wllebeing of those far sorend Genn-nies -lost ecanpletedy
dgpends woon the interest disgl-yed in tha: by the anits te -ddch they -re
abtaciiad,

This B-tb-lion beson the o st Operntion -rith five (5) @.C trucks ou
det~ech=d service to the provison-l 1V Corps ‘bruclcln,; Gorp-nye 058 of the
tine during the operstion -¢ lewst one (1), -l usu-lly two (2), T-nk
Corpnics verce ~ttnehed to tac Lntenlion, J.hl.; Lipescd - supply straia
whieh the Tronszortation Flntocn -nd the oabtalicn ocupply Cfficer wirce
un-ble to overcon.e, Trucks were just rot av-il-blce to houl the requirsa
gnsoline, digsel, -nd ~iunitien, .1 kltchmu, tent- g, suppl,,, 1
other vauiprent had to be drogpel olony the oy, Dac to 2aek of ~dequotc
truck-~ ¢, it wns neeessory for the p\.rucmwl cf the unib te forfoit t.wlr
beer ond llk\, r-tiong, ething but itcis of ~bsolute ngcszlts could be

c-rricd, Uopturced cney vehieles 2dl cvi-ted this shoert-gsc for - shert

o/
o

tie, bub --l”w orcurs for the turn in of copturcd vehicles soon pub n
«nd o this,
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L. COLLUNICATIOWNS

This Battalion had so long operated with the lst armored Division
vhere communications and communications problems have been success-
fully mastered thot the difficulties encountered in operating with an
Infantry Division brought about almost unsolvable situations, adequcte
comminicatior wos not insured between the component elememts of the
Infantry-Tank-T-nk Destroyer forces and the situation of each often be-
came obscure to the other.

The Tonks and Tank Destroyers both used the 500 series radios ond
o mutual exchomgze of rodios and crystols insured proper and adequate
communication between them, Neither, however, had adequate communicztion
with the Infanitry they supported. ror this reason, Infantry Commonders
in the excitement of battle, having no communication with Tank or Tank
Destroyer Commanders would attempt to seize control of individual guns
often ordering them into impossible situations =211 without the knowledge
of the armored flatoon Commanders, Confusion and cntagonism were the
only results of these situations; ~11 unfortunate and inexcusable but
understondable. In the sane manner, Tanks ond Tank Destroyers were
often required to fire in support of Infontry actions when they did not
have an adequate knowledge of the situntion, and the resultant support
fires werc somevhat ineffective,

Conmunicstions between small Tenk and Inf-ntry units could have
be:n properly arranged for the Tenk ~ Tank Destroyer rlatoon Leaders
2l possessed 0 series Infontry redios, but were never informed of
the unit chonnels of the organiz-tions that they supported,

The 528 radio has been suggested as the stondord set to equip
L=10's in licu of the prcsent 510, This would give the Tank Destroycrs
a set~up equivalent to that of the nedium Tanks, would allow a greater
ronge of commnication, and would cnable o Tonk Destroyer unit, which is
subject to a chmge of attachment within a Division, to carry intezral-
ly the proper channels for the major units within the Division,

air-Ground Tacticel communication is still extremcly unsatisfactory;
the "Rover Joc" and "Rover Pete" orgonizations are not the answer to
this acute problem,

Air-Ground cormunication should be under the control of the fore-
nost cchelon commander of a given Task Force ( not the Force Commonder,
but the commonder nost forward who has adequate communication with the
components of the force), This would normally be either the commander
of the Recannzissance elements or the commander of the advance Guord,
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COLL UNICATIONS (Con® ()

In the pest operction, the Reconn-iss-ncc Corp-ny of this Battolioh
w~s strafed by american P38 ajrerafh md onc - .8 sruowed Cor wins knoclke
ed out cven though tnc vehicls was olainly mavked by the maxdnu dise-
ploy of the preseribed yollow r-amels iosucd for identifiz

~3Ls ~tion purPosSEsSs
Two other times the cclunmn wos mistnken for enemy, ond strofing by S=L7
aircraft resultod

p=l7 ~ircraft ob one +inc worked sone 300 yards in front of the
1e ~d vehicle cf the Reconra.sssance corpny straling enary Tafantry, and
as the Compnony coprocensd Taghwey C. ekl 15 strafed on cnacy group Sonc
five hundred ' L0C . yards to the 1eft renr, With proper corraricaotion,
this cnase Cot.wd Love DoeCCme the rale rather than the exccobiol,
Jithout cxnestior, the wost singly inportant toctical consider-tion
in any preporfed misitory operation is preper and adequave cornunication
between all ccuponent elanants of the given corzmandg Threc years of
Overscas operntions by this Battalion hzve proven this statauant to be

trme,

ALBERT By LORRISUN
Captain, Inf
5-3
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