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REPORT OF OFER.TICNS OF 91ST C.V.ILRY RECO:IN.LISS.MCE TROOP, 1:0-CIIIZED,
DURING BOLOGN& - PO V*ILFY CF“ SIVE

(Reported by Colonel T. Qe Donaldson, Jr,, Cavalry)

Observer'!s note: 1. The attached report of opcrations of the 9lst
Cavelry” Reconnaissonce Troop, lechanized, during the Bolopno - Po Valley of-
fenisve, ~as oblnined from Coptain Clifford E. Linpincott, Cavalry, the troop
Conniander,

2e This troop opcroted rith its parent unit, the 91st
Infantry Division, commanded by Mojor General /e G Livesay, undor the cone
trel of II Corps of the Fifth .rmy.

3. It w11 be noted thot this troop ims ot cmployed
in general as a unit, The division ccomander, particul-rly during the lotter
prrt of the campaign, assigned the various pl cons to work with reginents
and o seprrate tasl ferce, s brought out by the troop commonder, therce
viere times when conflicting orders night result from such o situn tlon, and
uwhich could rendily cousce hin ermbarrassment, Houcever, such wms not the casce,
and the results obtoined by this troop tere most gratifying,.
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91ST C.AVALRY RIECOIMLIISS.LT TROOP
(Licchanized)
APO 91, U, S, .rmy

: 25 L;f 1945

v

SUBJICT: Report of 91st Cavalry Recenmnissance Troop, lechonizods

- P . - .

TO ¢ Ceclonel T, Qs Donnldsen, .AGF Bonrd, Felese C, PO 777, U, Se arie
1+ In conplinnee with lébter drmy Ground Forces Board, NTOUS., A. Pe O,
777, Ve Se arry, doted L May U5, the followring ropert is subnitted:

as In preporation for the initinl push off, the mission of the troop
was to initislly nssist the infrntry ottock by fire N-am 37mm guns of the
light armored cars, to be prepared in cnge of - brealrthrough to vush rapidly
foz 1"rd in the divisieon zene and mainbain centact with the enany, to establish
ond nan division OP's as directed. For dispositicn of the troop sce Overlay -
"', In addition to supporting the attack by 3T:mn fﬁrb, vre norter crews, i
ath 8lmn mort~rs were attached to MM Comprny, of the 362d Infontry chlnbnun
Prior tco the jump-off, the guns of the armored cors were registered on pre-—
arronged torgets as roguested by the infratry rogirents, 17ith the dnta obtained
and using "lundinous buttons" tiwe troop fired one thousend ~nd soventy-six
(1,078) rounds during the gencrnl preparatory fifc, On the 17th of “pril
tnc 361lst Infontry Reginent requested fire on lit, ..done and vicinity., In
reply to this request the cight (8) guns of the Lot ~nd 3d platoons ilrbd
2,546 rounds of 37nm HE.

Initi~1ly, two division OP's wrere cstoblished--lNo. 1 by the 1lst
platoon ~nd No, 2 by the 2d pl-toon, "On the 16th of .prii CP llo, 3 ~m5 cstab=
lished on lit, ..donc by the 2d platocne On the 19th of Lprll OF ilo, 2 ~bnndon-
ed as uscl cos and OP ijc, 1 ins wﬂvcd to 1hb vicinity of M. Pesipglionoe.

be On the 21st of .pril, the troopts nission s chonged €0 precede

thc infentry assanlt clements in the division zone and nointain coni*cJ ~rith

¢ 6th South ..frican .omored Divisicn and nssoult roginentcs To ocsomplish
tﬂlu, one platoon vms assigned the missiion of wrintoining the contoct---onc
arored car and 1/l ton truck (peep) “rms writh cach assault bottrlion CP ~nd
the rencinder of the nlateon was with the 6th South {ricans ~nd therce ircre
no friendly troops knovm on the right flonk of the divigiones Tt s nubuale
1y agreed that instead of the forwerd roconnoissance, a flank screen was more
nceessarys Thus o plnatoon wns given the nission of geining contact with
rricndly troops on the right nnd screening the fl-nk: untll closc contact
could be obtnined, The cther p;otoon s held in rescrve,

On the 224 of .pril, the froop CP,‘2d'p1atccn and the trains
wrere together just ncorth of d;gLu.v 12, The 1lst platoon continucd to screen
the right flank of the division, The 3d plﬂtoon *cLﬁLthd positionz of advarce
cloments, when possible, ond nade liaison with the o*omonts of 361st ond 3624
Infentry Reglizents ~nd 6th South .fricons, The front was moving s¢ frst thet
vhen night fell, the trains had moved vdithin o four hundred yords of o pocket
of resistonce, The ontire night s punctucted writh ctraffingGernon plenes,”
eneny nmortars ond aachine gun fire; yet by noon the next day the division CF,
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Qurrtermoaster and Crdnance were srell ahodd of them,

The 23d ~nd 24th of .pril found the troop still neving north ab
cvery opportunity. The 2d plnatoon hed relieved 3d platcon in screeoning the
left flrnk of the division and reporting advance claments vhen nessible
Third platocn was in recerve resting and 1lst platoon was attached to 3624
Infontry Reginent screening thc right flank of uho division, During thc 24
hours, 31 prisoncrs werce taken,

Fron the Po River teo the end of the activitiecs in Italy, the
troop performed its nissions with cxzceptionnl success, In prrticuler its
scrvices as a component part of the "task forces® were po”tivt1ﬂwly fine and
deserving of detniled accounts, Thesc 3551gmncnts had a purc rcconnaissance
flavor ~nd were perforned with highly gratifying resulis.

First D“htoon characterized their neriofl of opernticn fron 25
Aapril o 1 May with these -rerds, "Travelin, Sheotint, Ho GLtJn' No Slccpint',

On the 25th of .pril in complinonce o Field Order L7, in which
the 91st Covrlry Reconnnissonece Troop ms”to reconneitor wrell- forvmrd in the
division zone in the cdircetion of Legnngo, Coren, ~nd Brlveone, the 1lst platoon
was oo wrork in conjuncticn vdith 3634 Infentry Reginent ~nd 3d platocn in cone
Junction rith 361lst Inf-ntry Dcginente

The platoons trere hcld up most of the morning of the 26th by the diffi-

cultics cncountered in getting their heavy vehicles ccross tie Po -dver, In
the umcantine the wnfﬂntrynﬁn had crossod the river and gone on chead, First
p;ntoon, when they hod £finollyr crossed the Po, crught up “rmith the deughboys

car Legnago where thelr preparations for crossing the ..dige fdver werc being
hﬁnpor d by cneny machine gun fire fron the flgnt rear f1 nke ZItolion Partiss
ans reported apprexinctely 100 Gernans by the river, “HAth two tenks attached,
the 1st platcon toock off with several partisans os guides to find the Jerriese
They locnted scvernl pockets and took 23 priscnors, vho had given up when
thoy found thenselves covereds There “fere signs that other cnomy forces had
withdravm so the 1st pletoon reoturnad e the roglnent. ‘Once in the towm of
Lasnngo the commanding officor decl-red the mission accomplished ond the plas
toon s relicved.

)]

On the 27th the nlatoen s ordercd to repcrt to Goneral Livesay,
who assipged them to "Task Forco George', iich was cmposed of 3d battalidn
of 362d Infontry Regiment, 12 tonks, 6 tT I destroyors snd attoched mecices.
The toask force's mission was o leave Colengn, hit Highwoy 1091 ~nd wrork its
way to the city of Vincenzae. In the morning of the 27th, while this force
was grouping, lst platoon wras given the tn sk of finding the best my to the
hisihreoy ond to gathér “ony cnony informntion of veluc, - Horking crutiousky
out fron the towm of Colonge in the aftornoon,_bhc Tirst obstacle tihwcy on-
countered was a huge Germen ficld picce thet =ms in the process of ‘being .
knocked out by an Jumcricmn plone, s scon os the pilece hod been vrecied the
platoon continued on, Suddcnly out fron a road that angled into the one they
were on coanc o Jerry peep centnining a Germen najor ond coptain, whe were
imedintely coptured, Continuing ia their surprisc ﬂdvuncc, the platoon nexth
rw into four Jerrics on bicycles, who trerg also taken prisoncrs, wlowly tho
ermorod cors and peep approcched the outskirts of the town <f Colcredoe In
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the reconnaissance of this towm the platoon leader, 1lst Licubenont Bdrih P
Riede, s killed by smoll arms and &nti-tonk fire, lunming into’ strong cnery
opposition here the platcon writhdrewr, Pulllng bock the platoon cone fneross o
Cermon convoy. They poured 37mm and nmachine gun fire into the column, although
darkncss someivhat obscurcd the torgets and the effcct of the firc on thena
Afber this brief skirmish, one armorced cor returned to the’ "Insk Force!" which
hnd asscmbled by this tlmc. Joining up with the nain bedy, the formntion was
bricfly ~s. follows: 2 armored cars, neit the tanko, then the tank des troyers
f211xred by the infantry mounted in trucks, the riedies, and the reaninder of
the recomnaissance pl&toon acting as rear guards,

In the snall hours. of the morning of the 28th of pril the task
force pnssed through Coleredo, this btime mecting no oppesition, dJust. bofore
rOﬁching the highwey the leading vehicles cngoged in o short fire fight in
which one Germen vchicle wms knocked out, Hitting the highvwny the force starte
cd north toward Vincenza. There wns sporadic snp]l arms firce fren both sides
of the road but it wms so ineffective thot it s by-passed without hoirm.
Around o bend in the road and at full speed stroight into tho colurm came a
German motoreyclist. Machine gun fire cut hin devm. loving along slovily but
steadily o fire fight developed on the left and o trnk wms knocked outs Still
farther north on the highimy what appearced to be four vchicles and a group
of nen in the carly daylight later proved to seven wvehiclese After a ficrece
fire fight the cnomy wns destroved, In this short engogernent scveral prison—
crs were taken and a snall ~inmnition dump hit, Just ns daylight begon to
peck through the hills and trees ~nother short ciapgngeonent resulted in 100
prisoncrss Resistonce was stubborn 21l along the woy. Hach tiic the colunn
stopped tc clean up o pocket, the rear of the column would be fired upon,
acturlly there werc times when there were two scparate fights soing on Nlthln
the colum, Sergeant Clark in the lead vehicle spcited o road bHlock and

called wp a tank which begnn mnchinegunning cneayy porsonnel crcund the block,
Thls drewr uu.ll anti-t-nk firc ~nd althrugh the tank was hit ten tines it
was not knocked oub, testineny to the ruggedness of Allied equipnent, For=
tunately none of the platoons armirced cars were hit in this cngngonente The
road block cleared, noveneont wms detected in a ficld to the rizht of the
highway. ¥Fire from the tanks sct a hoystack in the ficld 1nt“ blazc and
disclosced an eneny SP gun nearby, Thile the tonks rondered thls uscless the
platoon armored cars sprayed the fielde -fth the approaching oz o group of
houses, tenks pulled up and fired ints the buildings. The cnery returned
with snall arne fire sc thoe infantry dismountod and nothodicnlly nopped up
the resistance, In spite ~f the stubborness of the cacny, prisoncrs wcre
taken, Continuing up the higirmy harassing fire wms wet cvery 200 or 300
yards bub agein it proved inceffective. In the lote afternoon and ot about
6 kilomcters from Vincenza all resistonce ceased and it wes here that o little
comicnl relief appearcd. Scrgeant Rognch in onc of the lending o rmored cars
sprbted o mon walking up the road towmrd thene ‘ictching hin ~11 the way, at
100 yords he was identificd as Englishe s he drew abreast of the ear he
turned and with a typical cockncy nccent said, "here the 'cll 'ave you been?
I've been watint' tw bloody yenrs for you blokes, "

On thc outskirts of Vincenze the task feorec contocted o sinilar
fO”uO fron the 361st Infantry Rezinent, vhich had becen spearheaded nlong a
parallcl route to the city by 34 plgtuon. The objective had been recached ~nl
the force rested and :mited while Sergennt Stock in an armored car drove an
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infantry lieutenant back to Cologna for orders. On the way bacly, over the

route they had just fought their way ovéf, the two came across an abcadoned
88nm alongside the road. Its appearance was somevhat mystifying as it had

not been there when they had come up the highway.

Orders came back for the task force +o proceed zlong Highiay 53,
cross the Brenta Ziver and move beyond it for 2 or 3 kilometers where the
361lst task force would take over their task from there,

At 0230 on 29 April, with the L armored cars in the lead, lst
platoon led the force out of Vincenza on Highnway 53 half way to the Brenta
Rivers; small arms fire from the flank stopped the colurm. As this resistance
was cleared up, a peep from the 38th Infantry Division came up *rith the startl-
ing news that their task force was surrounded at the river, This news had
hardly been given when Genersl Livesay came wp and the column moved on to
where the 88th force vwas pinned down, EV1dent1y the presence of the 362d
Infantry Regiment force relieved the situwation. .Although very little firing
ensueds One armored car crossed the river with the iafantry, no others fol~
Jowed as the river bed was sovm with butterfly mines., This car returned
shortly with the news that the objective had been reached, At 1200 on the
29th tha 1st platocn was relicved and reverted to troop reserve,

The 30th saw the platoon catching up on some badly necded sleep,
servicing their vehicles and sccuring their cqulpment.

The action of the 2d platoon during this same period, 25 April to
1 ligy, is as follows:

B

On the 25th, 2d platoon laid claim to the fact that it was one
of the first units in the division to have icavy vehicles cross the Po River,
Although the platoon was officially in troop reserve, Staff Snr”eant Robert
Eshleman was ferried across the river by the enginecrs at approcdmately 1000,

Once across the river the two vchicles bcgan the reconnaissance of scveral
bridges across canals and for awhile acted as liaison with forward clements.

On the morning of the 27th on verbal orders from division G-2,
the 2d platoon moved southecast from Legnago aloug the .idige Diver checking
towns and contacting friendly forces. ZEarly in the aftcernoon the platoon
met clements of the 6th South African Armored Division, A little later with-
out cngaging in .any king of a fight the platoon capturcd five Yv ssians who
said they had been forced into the German Army. Getbing low on’ ﬂag, the pla~
toon returned to the troop CP, vhere the trains had joined thom, ..fter fil-
ling their wvchicles the platoon went cast again on Highway 10, crossed the
river at Legnago and reached the city of Colonga‘at 1700, Inasmuch as Colonga
was newly cleared and there werc still by-passcd pockets of resistance in its

viecinity, the 2d platoon was ordered. to establish outposts around the tomm
for the nighte. A

Relieved from this duty on the norning of tne 28th a new mission
was given thems The town of Sossano hadn't becen cleared and the platoon was

to go up and clear i Picking up twe partisans as guides, vho said they

knyw where the Germans were hiding, the men and vehicles set oub over a hack
rcad, about onec mile from the town they saw a column of CGermans in the dis—
tance walking dovm a railroad track, 'Hth all cyes on thesc men, the platocn
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alnost failed to notice that the ditches along the road they were on, rcre
full o7 Germans. Yhe leading- three armored cars almost passcd thwenm completely
bLefore they wwere sighted, Suddenly somcone spoticd them and the it wos

one Once fire on, the Jerrics, approximctcely o company of them, opcned up
with small arms. As the platoon's fire power begen to tell, some of tho
Germans took refuge in a ditch alongside a bulldings. However, 37mu {irc from
the armorcd cars bursting against the building just over thoir heads drove
the Jerrics out. Such fire was actually improvised aerial bursts, The

ront und the rear of the platoon cclumn were cach fighting a separate battlo,
Tor approximately 10 minutes it lasted and thon the Germons gave upe.  Scveral
of them -rere killed, more wounded, including their commanding officer, ond
67 vcre token as prisoncrs. The platoon had not suffered a single casualty,
vhils the prisoncrs and the wounded wrere being cscorted to the rear the rest
of the nlotoon went on to Sessano, Reaching the village they found it
cleared of cnemy but they reconnoitercd o small bridge over a c¢oanal beyond
the tovn before they pulled back for gas and ammunition, That evening they
received & now mission, They were to trovel that night so as to rclicve the

L ol

I1st platoon northenst of Vincenza on Highiray 53,

RESTILICTED

.

At 1200 on the 29th of April, the 2d plotoon relicved the 1lst
platoon on Highway 53 just before the Brente liver. Supposced to contact the
363d Infantry Regiment, the platoon crosscd the river and failing to find
any clements of tue infantry there begon to work the roads prrallel to the
river to gain any cnomy informztion,

Early on the morning of the 30th working back to Highwmy 53 the
platoon finally contrcted the 363d Infantry Reginent at 0700, The commonding
officer zeve the platoon the mission of clecring oubt resisting Germans (1) )
in the vicinity of Spincda; (2) in Castelfrance; ond (3) in surrounding arcas,

These ordors —rre carried out wothodically and efficicntly and nt the cnd of
the dey the platoon reported to the 3634 Infantry Resiment assembly orcae

On i'cy lst the 24 pl-toon vas ordoroesd to clenn out Hontebeluna
ancd 1ts vicinity of thc Germans reported to bhe there. Dcaching the tom por—
tisane greeted thom and informed thom that theore rere Germans tierc vho'
wished to surronder icjor General Zunde znd his staff to the 2d platoon,

An estincted 1300 soldicrs cave up also, The general surrcnderced
his personal pistol to lst Licutenant IFronco, the platoon locder. Licutenant
Franco requisitioned buildings in the toim for P/ enclosures, gathered all
surrondered nras, scnt the genertl and his stnff back to division headquarters
and aiaited orders, “hen trucks ond porsonncl from the division arrived the

g

oo

platoon s reolicved and reojoined the troop juct outside of Treviso,

L3

On the 25th of April ot 1300, the 3d platoan was forricd aecross
the Po River at Sermide vrdth orders to report to 3d Iattalion of the 3¢1st
Infentry Regiment, although their cinct location ias unknoim, 0 the smnil
village of Ponto the platoon rmn into a swall fire fight and encountercd o
road block vhich foreced them to turn their vehicles around under fire and
1wbhdrowr, The 3624 Infontry Reginent later clenred this arca, Contacting
the comannding officer of the 36lst Infantry llcginent the platoon started
¢ Jjoint mission with the inTantry at about 23004 They -rere to recomioiter
roads in the arca of Legnago. %orking out in front of the doughboy forcc
aovout 11 kilomcters the platoon rcached the outskirts oi Legnago without
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mecting any- resistances Stopping ncar the moin highiay leading $o the towm,
tho wen heard heavy vehicular traffic chead of thems Taking cvery precrubion
the platoon turned thoir vehicles around ~nd conbinued to lisbems A bonk
detached itsclf from the cnomy columun on the higrmy ~nd “ms coming their
way, The platoon withdrew and reported this information to the com.anding
oifiéor of the 361lst Infantry Regiment and the mission g compleuted ob

2,00,

On the 26th of April tho platoon joinced the 361st Infantry
Regiment but remained inocctive waiting for orders to move thair vehicles
across the Adige River,

At 1715 on the 27th the platoon crosued the river ot Lesnaso
and troveled the rest of the day to contact the 301st Infantry Regiment shich
had ecrosscd the river proviously., They joined the roginent just aorth of
Colongr.e

On the 28th of .pril the 3d plotoon heerme a parb of the task
force to work its way from Colongn to Vincenzoe bv merns of sccondrry ronds.
The force wias composced of 3d Bettalion of 20lst fufantry Regiment attached

tank dostroyers and the 3d platoon of the rocomnnnissance troop,
As tho colurn pullced cout it wne Jormed in the followi»g marmer:

The three armored cars (platoon londer, platoon Svrcﬁqpb, “nd scetion serge~
ant) in the lend, thb three tank destroyers, tho nlatoonts poops and last
the infratry. mountou in trucks, Onc armorad cor and onc pcop o Lent crith
the regiment for communicabion purposcs. Ieading northenst, the column cn-
counto cd no opposition for scven or cight miles and thon it come upon a
tanl trops  By-passing this to the suuthcd“+ the colvmn renchod Orangia, where
it rict cnother trape Partisnns come up nnd told the men that there iere
Germens on o nearby hill vho could direct firc on the road, The three arme
orcd cors flanked the hill te the left and otbtockod the Germnas. T the cn-
suing fire fight the doughboys werc colled up and with supporting firce from
the armored caro the area wns clenncd oubt and nporoximately 100 prisonors
viere brkene With the prisoners boing cscortcd Lo the rear the force cone
timied on its mission for rnother five milese Incountering ten Germons with
two bicycles around a bend in the road, cight of them swrrendered ~nd remoin-
‘ng two were killeds Partisans come up md pointed out dupg~in positions
ahead nenr the reoad and claimed there were Goruang in thome The column shot
up these positions elthough there tvere no sims of enomy aboub, One mile
south of Vincenza the forec camc up n S“~cnu°ry Nighimy which led into tlic
njt tliding dovm the highwny were siz Gormnns, The leading vehicles begon
airirz@ end Bhie Goriang Bcrbberod into %n«* ficlds ~lonpg the rond, One, hOt
cver wus capbured ond the tank deshbroyors crae we ~nd prococded to stioit the-
tinlde Lioving into the ouvbskirbs of tomm they wnt the 3624 tnsk forco. .
Togeticr thev moved inte tom to find olemants of the 88th divieion already
there, Thoy strved in Vinconsn 2l q&ght.

The noxt morning, the 29th of April, the 3d platoon was sbill
attached te the 3d Mbtalion of tiv: 301st fﬁ‘ wtrr Hezinente The task feorce
trom 3624 Inf”ntr7 Liad moved ahcad o socurs o igchead oceross the chnua
tiver on ddighvay 53 bul had not reswuuklcﬂ 0 kilomobers northenst of S
Pictro -~nd were being held upe The four crmored cors of tne 3d »latoon,

“ABh recomponying peeps, tere senb oul ~long to the scuthieast in cscarch of
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snother eiver crossing in the vieinity of Grantorto, Hoving ovt they Hrd
gone nhout a mile when they ran into a group of poartisans vho roperted some

twenty Geowenns in a housc on the loft of the ronds The cmmored cﬂ T IA0VeO,
up, coverad the houses and the Geruens cwic oub ond surrendercd, - the
Germnns filed oub of the house, one leng Gerann coume up from Lho other
direction vwiaving o white flag saying thore werc thirty morc necorby, who

wished to surrender, -1 pecp was sent up and they wore mnrchod bockes Togother
agnin the platoon proceeded dowm the road unbil Prriissns sbtopped them nnd
reported Difteen Gormons sleeping in o borne v men dismeunted and went

to the place where bthey cophured the slecping mcne These prisoners tere
turned over o an infrntry noep which had come up on the  colwmnts roar,

Sergen. t Clson with two trmorad cori had moved sone distones
dovm the rond and come upon some thirty-five ucrﬁ"n“ showving, washing ud
prop“'nn" breakfast, Copturing them they were 2lso turned over to dhe ine

fantry won in' the peepe The two nrmored cors wwniting for Sergiant Olson in
the seantime had 0p0ttod four Jorrvics wmlking covm She rond,  when they were
nbout ity yards Trom the ecnrs, Stafi Sergeont trohan ron oubl tounrds then
and with o pistols Sceing the Jmericons for the ©irdt time, three of the
cricny storted running, Stolf Serocont Trohon xd one shot ~b one vho drop=
ped hic rifle in order to make bobtber spoed, whiloe one was nlt by mnchine gun
fire ~nd ~nother contuared by a j?rtlﬂ"ﬁ. TH( Corarn vho ]
plven Lilaself wp wns searched nf four lmives were fovnd cencealed in his
clothing, The wounded man wan rofioved $o bho renr, ond th\ plotoon regrour
cd before 1t procecded on its misoion, 4 rilo Dnrther on Partisnns opghin
renorted Germans in o housce just off the rond, <ho wnntea to surrgﬂder. Hth
the acimored cires covering, the Partisans, they brouvght thon out. Finolly
areiving din Grantore they found the tuwm clecr mnd rocolved n messoge bto dis-
regerd the mission and roturne Wt 100 the wlatoon ws on 1tu wiy back vhen
Partisene roported wony Germons in a housc 300 yurds off the reoad, Jith tuo
armered cnrs covering and two moving on the hovee, over seventy Gomarns cone
out o gove thensclyes up. 1o poeps wrere callod uwn to toke charge of the
priscicrs and narch thom back to the reare ith the priscrers on their vy
under the charge of Corpaenl Greancy ond Cobporcl Hibbe, the reninder of
the platoon hended back Lo the highuny, Lwochire it th\;d found it packed
vith vraffic bubt finally managed bteork thelir wey in, Just as thoy had dene
g0 o nessaze cwe fron the two peeps with the nrisoners for the platoon to
return s there vng lichle to be trouble back fysrc. The platoon turned off
tho cerowied Wiginmy ~t the next road only %o #ind it £illed with knocked out
vehriclese  Using the lJeading ¢nr oo o bulldoezer tiwe nlatoon bepan to push
Fto wy beek to the tiro peeps,

|9

n tho meentime Corporal Creancy ond Corporsl Hﬁbbs, Who were
guerdiug thelr prisoncrs oz they warched alonz vhe rood hod fighbed cight
or ten hoovily arned Germens crossing thoe »ond nd of them, Thoy stopped
the colwmn of prlooner~ nd rﬂfohou the Terninns ~head, vho hnd nov zpobted
For o four minutes both partics just stored, then a Partishn went
forumrd ond Lgllwa with the Qw*L<1w. On his reburn Lo tald Corpernl Greancy
that the ren ~hend wrighed o cwrrondore  Fencet trick, Greancy ond ifibbs
ent formmrd ¢rutiously., The nen~carmissionad officer in charge of tho group
saja T hig broken Mnglish thot he srished to q;ww up 80 Grooncy had - tham
throw their arms into o nearby canale Just oo they did this, Germons swarmed
cout of nocrby housos, This was vhen ihs pesps eilad to the platoon for huln,

r.
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Two officeors came up to Greancy ond iiibbs L wmnted to know hat - )
one Grecney erplained and acked then 38 they wished to surronder ﬂco. Dno
officer, o c“plﬁwu, sald he had no inte n'bi.ons of doing soe Hnetily Grenncy
and Hibbs beran to toll him how hopeless us*’:_"olf‘;n woe nnd the copiain
hosit *'\;r.:;d,. inally he agrecd, only Lo i oot he would surronder only
Lo aen ofiflcer, LLbbL porsuﬂdru thr\ camﬁﬂl, and the other officer, a najor,
te gelb in his pecp "nd he would trke then to the nlatoon lender ”he. thoy
covld currender to him, Just as Corporcl Hibbls cor pulled avny thoe platoon
came up ond coverced the cntire group of Gom ‘*"n; with the amored crrs, 41
Gorsmnn VonrDONE Yrero charipe d !nw the conal ~nd thoey were Lined up with the
original group of prisoncrse it the highuny Llp.by cue neross Hibbs ond the -
svrronior was comploted, Forther doom the road they turncd tho eontire f"'rou*);
350 men, over be the FPle, They had coptured - complete poratroop bottalione

In rejoiring the'3d battalion, the platoon ron inbo traffic
trouble, Finnlly fhoy crozsed the Brenbe River ~nd conbinucd on Highmy 53
to Cittadella, vhere they were sunposou Yo oot the infanbry, bubt when Lnoy
arrived bhoe doughbays had left. Hast of the ton the pinbaon column, led by
the four cmmored cars (ploatoon sorgesnmt, pis tu“ﬂ lc"‘ lery, and bthe nrmored
scetilon sergoants) folloved Ly Lhe pmﬁpu m"’*»n‘bz"v‘ wnjor in the
ditch by the side of the rond, vho sodiqd he 1 rone JorTiose AU
first investigrtions £2iled tm (]_3.6":01* e wunse o uver, before the coluwmn
noved, fonr Geronns vere secen and whon the wlotoon opened fre, fiftcen nore
rosc up in the ficld wowving white flags to surrvenders These prisoners wvere
turnced over to the najor ~nd his drivor,

’
!

)

Lter o oshort bul fderee firce Fght in the town of Vodalnzo the

rd b
noryy vehieles, turnod over tho LO o group Spoeeiol
Folic o come np tnu higinmy behiagd the s Siy more prisonors,
's,-'rv,lkcz:‘:. inte surrender far tht,r dotm ban rond,  Just oubside the tovm of Tete
ronn, vhe platorn finnlly contrcted tha renr ol the 3d batvelion colurm which
hna b\on “CPF‘I’ ated from the front pert of t‘nc, colwm vhen 1% i@ been abtacked
bty o number of Gerrnans, vhon the 3¢ olatcon crime up the b nd Just onded
and the infantrymen had canturcd HOO Germanse Leaving two platoong and two
tonk destroyers to guard the esptured sen one rost of the dougiboys prepored
Lo move ou ~nd rejoin the froat »ort oFf their columne . formntion wmo de

un ~nd with two of 3d platoon armorced cavs In whe lend followed by tro toars,
the rest of the reconnnissonce platoon ~nd "u'h('; trucks of infontryron, the
CYouD r‘;»"u vtbe The colwm traveled clowly os :Lt e dork nd vhe surround-
Lam arcas ore th*-n- ikely dnfested th bho cnamye ;_l\'“‘m the road on the
loft thoe londl ments o-_‘ whe column sawr o ~1 prried wozons bub pald
them Lithle :rt‘”nrﬁ ien thi nr they had clrendss boen knocked ovt,  duddenly
there wrere criecs of "Tl,ﬂtl Houltdi", i’l &VITY Doreign tonue nad ahéad
”m'os;; mf\ niddle ’\J. the rond L»llQI’C:'- conn &8 o rend block,  (Sore

pletoon drove on through thoe town to

s
oL

b5 where they shob up

o

coont Treban in the londing cor hind ~rong by this tf&'
ive mope sort of wamrning o £ho ro "11*n he Fis od hree shobs ot
three ¢relists which loomed un in the dx 3iie  Thoroe trere the ordy shots

ireds  The point M3 crnsh:d through Clincy rond blocl{ :?_n 5 bruc covelyy
chhrce and the whole foreo nruc'(,od\,d coum tho 1onde  One kiloncter forthor ’
dovr the road there wng o briof fire Tigt bab 1t ime too dork to soc the
rosulte, Contiyming cnother tio kilon cucr.), uw, rm’o a pecp from the 3d
batt~lion, which wos reburning from the of the battalion
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