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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY

To the Officers and Men of the Antiaircraft Artillery Units,
Fifth Army :

You have made history in more ways than one.. You were
part of those brave Allied troops of all bramches who smash-
ed their way up the Italian penimsula to take Rome from the
south—a task the mighty Hannibal failed to accomplish. To-
gether with the Allied air arm, you stopped the Luftwaffe from
blasting the valorous Amzio force from existence.

Everywhere in Italy you have stopped the German Air
Force consistently whenever the opportunity arose. You have
stepped into mew and responsible roles, accomplishing your
mission each time with distinction. You have gained the ad-
miration and respect of all the Allied troops.

In short, you have proved—and brilliantly so—the greal
value of Antiaircraft Artillery. I am proud of your achieve-
ments. Yqu, too, should be proud of them. Your country is
grateful. : ' :

This is your book—your record of the history which you

made. |
gt

Brigadier General, U.S.A.
Antiaireraft Commander.






SJantroduction
In the single year from the landings of the Fifth Army
at SALERNO, 9 September 1943, the feathers have been
‘plucked one by one from the wings of the proud Luftwaffe
_-until today, its striking power greatly weakened, it seems
practically grounded. Participating to an important degree
in this major victory were the Fifth Army antiaircraft
artillery units, who inched, pushed, and finally raced their
way up the Italian peninsula with the infantry, the armor
and the field artillery. Theirs was the task of stopping
those elements of the German Air Force that penetrated
our air defenses and came on to bomb and strafe our troops
.and installations. This they did so well, together with our
own air arm, that for the present at least, they seem literally -
to have worked themselves out of their primary job. '
Today, as a consequence, many antiaircraft units are
preparing for a host of new assignments as infantry, mili-
tary poliee, trucking companies, éngineers, and field artil-
- lery, in which, if ealled upon, they can be expected to serve
the Fifth Army with the same thoroughness and excellence
as their former role. So long as the Luftwaffe still possesses
a threat, however, enough AAA units to meet it will con-
tinue their normal roles. Others, if used on other tasks
during periods of relative inactivity, will continue to keep
their guns handy and themselves ready for prompt return
to the battle should the Lufiwaffe shew signs of revival.
To celebrate the first anniversary of Salerno Day and
to mark the achievements of the year, this short account
of antiaircraft activities has been prepared for the officers
‘and enlisted men who can look back with satisfaction on

a task superbly done.




































In those 7 days, the Nazis lost 25 planes, which were seen
to crash and burn, and 23 more, which were listed as pro-
bably destroyed.

Thus, for the period 22 January to 22 February, we
destroyed 68 planes—68 planes which were seen to crash.
Damage to our materiel and personnel was slight. The
shipping still unloaded smoothly. The supplies poured into
the port and over the beaches by the thousands of tons.

After 178 raids pressed home with determination, the
tempo of enemy air activity fluctuated. Raids in definite
patterns followed, but each attempt was smashed. In efforts
at early morning raids, 30 per cent of the attacking
craft were destroyed. An afternoon engagement 29 March
proved disastrous for the Nazis when 8 of 20 planes which
dived on the harbor from the sun were destroyed and the
others scattered and fled, some with bombs still aboard.

Failing in these methods of attack, the Germans, taking
a page from our book, sought to neutralize the AAA by
shelling the heavy antiaircraft gun®batteries during their
air raids. Our field artillery gave an immediate answer—
counterbattery on call from the AAA-—coordinated and
definitely effective. Again the enemy had to mark off an
unsuccessful attempt.

About 75 per cent of all air attacks came at night, and
new techniques made our fire on unseen targets deadly
accurate. This was not the old familiar barrage fire the
enemy had encountered so often in the past, but fire so
efficiently coordinated that individual German planes were
caught by it even when they attacked simultaneously from
several directions and altitudes.

The number of planes destroyed is not a measure of the
full effectiveness of antiaircraft fire. A large percentage of
the planes making the attacks veered from the target, jet-
tisoned their bombs in the water or many times on their
own troops, and abandoned the attack because of the de-
vastating fire.
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On every occasion where the enemy employed 8 or
more planes, he lost at least 1 plane destroyed, and in
some cases 30 to 45 per cent of his raiding force. The Nazis
were forced to abandon their large-scale attacks.

In all night attacks on the port, the German Air Force
obviously noted that no fire was received from light anti-
aircraft units in the forward areas of the beachhead. Know-
ing that our heavy guns could not engage low-flying aircraft
in that area without endangering our own ground troops,
the Nazis began to take advantage of the night inactivity
of the forward antiaircraft. Their aircraft began to come
at low altitudes into the forward areas where they maneu-
vered while watching for targets of opportunity, upon which
they promptly unloaded AP or HE bombs, or both. The
antiaircraft artillery promptly countered these tactics by
organizing the forward antiaircraft units to permit the fir-
ing of controlled barrages in any one or all three sectors
into which the forward areas had been divided. The fears
of the forward area troops that such firing would merely
serve to outline their position to the enemy airmen and
would, in addition, be likely to bring down concentrated
enemy artillery fire, were completely allayed by the first
demonstration. The massed fires of the hundreds of guns
quickly drove the enemy aircraft from the area. After a
few further half-hearted attempts and some ineffective shel-
ling of a few of the light gun sites, the forward areas were
added to the territory forbidden to the ZLuftwaffe.

When the beachhead was finally broken, antiaircraft fire
had destroyed 204 planes and probably destroyed 133.
AnzIio had suffered 291 attacks totalling 2,500 sorties.



























Since the enemy’s air effort faded, some antiaircraft
troops, highly trained and disciplined and accustomed to
close work with other branches of the army, have demons-
trated their talents for other purposes. They have earned
the admiration and the appreciation of the entire army by
their demonstrated ability to perform creditably almost any
tagsk with a minimum of time for preparation. Our troops,
having fought and won the battle for which they were ini-
tially trained, are still here as proven soldiers of Uncle
Sam and have yet to receive a task which they are unable
to handle. Today, in the Fifth Army, whenever an emer-
gency arises for which trained and disciplined troops are
required, the call goes out for the Antiaircraft to take over.
Truly, we of the Fifth Army AAA can be proud of our con-
tribution to the war effort during the last year in Italy.
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ROLL CALL ’

FIFTH ‘ARMY ANTIAIRCI{AFT ARTILLERY TROOPS

Antiaireraft Artillery Command, Fifth Army

Brigades
34th 45th Tlst
35th
Operations Detachments
34th 45th 7lst
35th
Groups
5th 63th 209th
Sth 9lst * 505th
9th 107th
Gun Battalions
67th 87th 403rd
68th € 108th) 409th
72nd 216th 410th
73rd 401st
Automatic Weapons Battalions (Sell-]’ropelled).
105th 432nd 441st
106th 434th 443rd
Automatic Weapons Battalions (40 Millimeter)
201st 439th 630th
400th 450th 894th
433rd 451st 895th
435th 532nd 898th
436th 534th . 899th
437th 536th 900th
: Searchlight Battalions
331st 351st ' 360th
337th
Machine Gun Batteries (Airborne)
688th 690th 692nd
689th 691st 693rd
Barrage Balloon Batteries (Very Low Altitude)
102nd 104th
Attached and Associated Units
24th Cml Decon Co 84th Engr Camouflage Bn
78th Cml SG Co 93rd Ord Co (AA)
172nd Cml SG Co 261st Ord Co (AA)

179th Cml SG Co 262nd Ord Co (AA)






