(29 July 44 to 28 January 45)

FCRARD

Task Foree 45 was & polygot ‘task foree of amerigan
and British antiaireraft gunners asting as infantry
with Italian Fertisans, Brasilians and colered American
troops fighting by th slde, Its artillery wers the
antiaireraft guns pointed sarthward, the guns of tanks
and of tank destroyers and of saptured German weapons,
Its engineers were Italian civilians who were not afraid
to work within the sound of guns and who built well, It
di4 mush with little, British Tommies who rode forward
on aerisan tanks, with amerisan mortars behind and azer-
lcan enginsers shead, and the Yanks who ste,ped out of
their foxholes with HBritish artillery pounding protesticn
behind, with Italians at thelr side and out ahead and
with brasilians on their flanks, lsarned that differeat
© peoples san fight well together,
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I, ORGANIZATION ANJ COMMITTING OF TF 45,

l. On 24 July 194k, the 45th AAAL Brigade was providing the
antiaircraft defense of IV Corps of Fifth Army with one operations
detachment (for early warning), two AA Group headquarters, two Aa
automatic weapons battalions (self-propelled), five AA automatie
weapons battalions (mobile), two AA gun battalions and one AA
searchlight battery, This ecommand econsisted of some 7000 offisers
and enlisted men, grouped and armed as follows:

107th AA4 Group

105th AA4 A Bn (or) (32 M15's & 32 M16's)
434th anA A: Ba (oF) (32 M15's & 32 M1é'a)
536th AAA AW Bn ﬁlob) (32 Bofors & 32 usl'ag
898th AAA A7 Bn (iob) - (32 Bofors & 32 M51's
4034 AAA Gun Ba (Mob) (16 Guns 90mm and 16 MG, .50 eal)

:C Btry, 351st AAA SL Bn (15 1ights and 15 M3, .50 cal)
209th AAA Group

435th AAA AY Ba (Mob) . (32 Bofors & 32 M51's)

630th AAA AW Bn (liobg (32 Bofors & 32 MG, .50 cal)
900th AAA AW Bn (Mob (32 Bofors & 32 MG, ,50 cal)
401st AAA Gun Ban (Mob) (16 Guns 90mm & 16 MG, .50 cal)

NOTE:

Ml15 is half-track mounting 1 gun 37mm & 2 MG, .50 eal.
M16 is a half ~track mounting & MG, .50 eal,

¥51 is a trugk-drawn trailer mounting 4 MG, .50 eal.
Bofors is a truek-drawn AOmm gun,

2, Major General *illis D, Crittenberger, IV Corps Cosaander,
on 2k July 194k advised Brigadier General Paul . Rutledge, 45th
AAA Brigade Commander, of the plans to employ the Brigade, minus
soms antiaireraft elements and plus elemenis of some of the other
aras, as a Task Fores to relieve the 34th and 9lst Infantry Divi-
siona, Elemsnts of these divisions had then secured and were hold.
ing the line of the ARNO RIVER from the 21 Fasting to the Tyrrhenian
dea, a front of approximately 15 miles,

3. General Rutledge at ongce began the conversion of his com-
mand to a provisional infantry unit:



a. IV Corpus provided four Infantry field-grade officers
and nineteen company-grade officers from veteran units so that
the Brigade headquarters, each of the two Group headquarters, eagh
of the four Battalion headquarters, and eash of the sixteen pro-
visional infantry companies had one experiensed infantry adviser
on hand., (These officers remained with the Task Foroe from four to
8ix weeks.) Seventeen infantry officers were further procured from
the Heplacement Jepot to fill vacancies in the AA units, The
Brigade AA Gunnery Officer was designated Task Foroe Artillery
Officer and the Commanding Officer of the AA Opsrations Detachment
was named Provoat Marshal, A rPhoto Interpretation Officer, a
Surgeon, an AMG Offiger, an Engineer Cfficer and a Priscner-of-war
Interrogation Officer were further loaned by IV Corps, Two infantpy
lisutenants, familiar with intelligence work, and one Field Artillsry
captain were alsc secured from the Replacement Depot to complete
filling out the astaff, Meanwhile, the regular Brigade 52, 53 and
Sk and Communications Officer were dispatshed to the headquarters
of the 34 Infantry Division to learn infantry technique and procedure,

b, Reeconversion to provisional infantry status was lmmedia~
tely instituted in the case of the 536 AAA Bn and the 898 AAA Bn,
which were then in bivouac., All purely AiA equipment (Bofors guns,
directors, power plants and .50 calibre AA machine guns) was stacked
in a rear area and a small detachment left to guard it, Eaeh AAA
Battalion then, with a minimum change in personnel, adapved its
strusture of four firing batteries to the infantry design of three
rifle companies and one heavy-wesapons company, as follows:

AdA_(AW) Bn Provisional Infantry Bn,
Hq & Hq Btry changed to Hq & Hq Company
3 Piring Batteries changed to 3 Rifle Companies
Hq 3Section Hq Section
1 Flatoen 1 Platoon
Hq seetlon Hq cee
1 Ses (15 men) 1 See (15 men)

2 ee¢ (15 men)
3 Se¢ (15 men)
4 see (15 men)
2 Flatoon

Hq Jeection

5 see (15 men)
6 see (15 men)
7 see (15 n'ng
8 Sec (15 men

2 3e¢ (15 men)
2 Flatoon

Hq JSee

3 3ee (15 men)

L seg (15 men)
3 Flatoon

Hg see

5 See (15 men)

6 sec (15 men)
4 Flatoon

Hgq See

7 See (15 men)

g Sec (15 men)
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AdA(AY) Bn Cont'd

1 Firing Battery

Ha Santinn

Aivy WEW Ve

1 Flatoon

Ha ‘\M‘L" on

e Vi .

cshanged to

men)

5 See (15 men)
6 See (15 Men)
7 See (15 men)
8 3ec (15 men)

Provisional Infgntry Bn Cont'd
1 Heavy .sapons Company

Ha Sasntion
R NS AP W e W RS

Mortar Flatoon

Hnm

1 3ec (15 men)

2 jee (15 men)

3 Sec (15 men)
Machine-Gun Platoon
Hq Section

4 Sec (15 men)

5 3e¢ (15 men)

6 Sec (15 men)

7 see (15 men)

8 3ec (15 men)

Each rifle company was given 8 BaRe (one for sach section ) and each
HW company was given six Slmm mortars (two for sach mortar segtion)
and ten ,30 caliber machine guns and five ,50 caliber machine guns
(two .30 ealiber machine gun and one .50 caliber machine gun for eaeh
machine gun section), plus the following infantry-type signal equip-

ment:
Badio Equipment:
SCR 300

- SCR 536

~ Fire Equipment:
Reel equipment CE-11

Wire, W-130

.

7 miles per Group Hg.
5 miles per Bn Hgq.
2 miles per Rifle Co.
5 miles pexr HW Co.

On 25 July 1944, the 435th AAA Bn was relieved of its

AA defense mission and the 439 AAA Bn was ordered from the Fifth Army

AA Firing Point,

inity of Livorno to begin conversion to infantry.

Both units were moved to bivouag areas in the viow

The 209 AAA Group,



105 AAA Bn, 401st Gun Bn, 630th AAA Bn and the 900th AAA Bn wers at
the same time relieved from assignment to the 45 AAA Brigade and
assigned to the 71 AAd Brigade for continuanee of their AA missions,

4, IV Corps, on 26 July 194k, issued Field Order No. 6 whigh
designated the 45 Aia Brigade as Task Foree 45 with the following

trocga H

Hq & Hq Btry, 45th AAA Brigade
918t AAA Group
L35th AAd Bn
439th AaA Bn .
673d Medical Collecting Co.
107¢h AAA Group
536th AAA Bn
898th AAA Bn
6718t Maiical Collecting Co.
Hq & Hq Co, 2d Armored Group
9lst Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (-)
751st Tank Battalion (=)
Reconnaissance Co., 894th Tank Destroyer En
Cne Co., 805th Tank Destroyer Bn
One Btry (plus), 434th AAA Bn
34th Infantry Division Artillery

and with the following missions:

a, Relieve elements of the 34th Infantry Division and
the 91st Infaniry Division in sone and assume command of sector on
Corps order,

b, Hold forward positicns and eonduet active patrolling
in gone to prevent enemy infiltration,

¢. Send small reconnaissance patrols aeross to determine
eneny strength and dispositions,

d. Maintain contaet with Task Force Ramey.
e, Protect left flank of Corps. ‘
f. Prepare to follow up any snemy withdrawl,

Cn the same date, Task Force 45 issued Field Crder No. 1 assign-
ing troops as follows:
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B
5 AdA
439 AAA Bn

Ren Co, 894 Tank Destroyer Bn
6734 Medical Collecting Co.

107 25& Gg%gg
536 AAA
898 AAA Bo
91 Cavalry Ren squad (-1 Troop)
671 Medical Collecting Co.
2_Armored Group
39 LAA Regiment (Br) (-1 Btry)
751 Tank Bn (- assault guns)
434 Aia Bn (-Det)
34 Infantry Division artillery;

with the following missions:

a. 107 AaA Group,

(1) Relieve 168 Infantry during night of 26-27 July
and 133 Infantry during night of 27-28 July;

(2) Protect right flank of Brigade, preventing any
hostile penetration;

(3) Maintain contact with 91 A4A Group on left and
Task Force Ramypy on right; :

(A) Send small reconnaissance patrols across RIVER
to determine strength anddispositions;

(5) Prepars to follow up any enemy withdrawl in see~

tor,
B.  914A Group, .
“{1) Relieve 135 and 363 Infantry during night 28-29
July;

(2) 7Protest Brigade left flank, preventing any hos-
tile penetration;

(3) Maintain contact with 107 AiA Group on right;

(4) Send amall reconnaissanse patrols aeross RIVER
to determine enemy strength and dispositions;

(5) Irepare to follow up any enemy withdrawl in seetor,

6. 2 armored Group,

(l} Brigade ressrve,

(2) Aetively support Brigade by deployment of armor
and by organizing AT defense with Co B, 805 Tank Destroyer Battalion
and sugh other units as are available,

d. 34 Division artillery (Infantry)

(1) Direct artillery support of Brigade.

~ 5a



o, (1) 536, 898, 439 and 435 AAA Batialions,

(a) Assume provisional infantry T/0 at onee.

(b) Assemble equipment not needed for infantry
rols at battalion rear echelon where only sufficient per-
sonnel will be left to provide securily and maintain equip-
ment.,

(¢) Continue intensive training in Xantry tacties,
astressing defense of river line, scouting, patrolling and
use of Infantry weapons, '

(2) (a) WNo artillery fire will be placed on City of
FISA except on Brigade order,

5. The 898 AAA Bn went into the line on the night 2627 July
1944, to relieve the 168 Infantry on the right flank of the sector.
On the following night, 27-28 July 1944, the 536 AAA Bn went into
the line to relieve the 133 Infantry in the left half of the right
sector. The 107 A4AA Group then assumed responsibility for the entire
right sector, The veteran 91 Cavalry Reconnakssanee 3quadron (-1
troop) was used to patrol wouth of the Arno River ani to the flanks
and was available as group reserve. (During the night 28«29 July 1944
the 91 Cavalry Reconnalssance 3juadron was deflected to the coast to
counter a possible enemy amphibious attempt but was returned to its
former positions the morning of 29 July 1944). The 84 Chemical Bat-
talion, with its 4.2 mortars, was at the same time made available
a8 107 aAA Group support for a reriod of 4 days. This second night
the AA troops received their first casualties from enemy artillery
and mortar fire and took two prisoners of war from an enemy patrol.

6., On the night 28-29 July 194k, the 91 iAA Group, with 435
AAA Bn moving into the left sector and the 439 AAA Bn moving in to
the right, below iIsA, took ofer the left sector, relisving elements
of the 135 and 363 Infantries, The Reeonnaissance Co., 894 Tank
Destroyer Bn, minus one platoon, was assigned the coast-patrol miss-
ion and was availablo as group reserve, Task Foree 45 assumed eommand
of the entire 34 Infantry Division sector ae of 290600B July 19%4.

7. The 34 Infantry Division artillery was continued in the line
to give close artillery support and the 403 AAA Gun Bn, together with
elements of the British 62 and 66 AA Brigades, using 3.7 A guns, .
supplemented this fire. The 434 AAA Bn (-Batteries A & B) provided
34 Division artillery with AA protection.

: 8. The 2 Armored Group assumed command of the Task Fores reserve,
econsisting of the 751 Tank Bn, Co B of the 805 Tank Destroyer Bn,
Batteries A & B of the 4L34th AAA Bn and the British 39 LAA Regimant

which had been attached to the Task Force on 29 July 1%44. The 39

Laa regiment consisted of arproximately 850 officers and enlisted men

-0 -
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and was comprised of 3 batteries each of 3 troops. Each troop con-
sisted of 60 men who ordinarily manned six Bofors AA guns, These
Bofors were stagked and the British AA troops began infantry train-
ing. The British had no heavy weapons other than three captured Ger-
pan 8lmm mortars for whigh they had adequate ammunition, Subsequent-
ly, they also progcured two 75mm pask howitsers which they employed with
deadly effectiveness as close support weapons, Battery A and 1 Pla-
toon of Battery B of the 434 iAiA Bn, using their self-propelled 37ma
guné and muchine gans, took over the ccastal patrol from the Reeonn-
alssance Co,, 894th Tank Destroyer Bn on 29 July 194k, leaving the
Reconnaissange cowpany free to bulwark the 91 AAA Group sector,

Pispoasitions J 1

91 aaA Group 107 AAA Group
435 Aaa Bn 439 AAa Bn 536 AAA Bn 898 AAA Bn
Ren Co, 8% TD Bn (Res) 91 Cav Ren 3qdn (Res)
673 Med Coll Co. 671 Med Coll Co,
2 armored Group (IF Heserve)
39 LAA Regiment
751 Tank Bn

B Co, 805 TD Bn
A & B Btries, A34 AAA Bn,

II. THE ARNO RIVER FHASE.

1. During all of August, the Task Forece held the line of the
Arno River., (Close contaet was maintained with the enamy which at
that time was the 16 55 Division, PFatrols conténiously made gon-
tast and in the resulting fire fights casualties were taken and ine-
fliaoted, After walking into one snemy ambush our patrols quiekly
learned the trick and subsequently set three ambushes of their own
which netted prisoners and enemy casualties, ¥inefields and trip
flares were set and strongpoints were gonstructed at strategio points
and reinforeed. Harrassing of the enemy was taken up with a ven-
goangse, Between 1000 and 2000 rounds of artillery were fired each
day and the infantry, from exsellent OF's, direcled mortar and machine
gun fire, The use of Lasookas in exploding enemy strongpoinst was
also experimented with and proved suecaessful, Alr OP's were used,
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for the first time in the Corps ares, in succesafully direeting
mortar fire. Demonstrations with tank and truck movements, smoking
of a dumay bridge, operation of bull~dozers during the night and
machine gun barrages were used to draw enemy mortar and artillery
firs, The enemy {iring powitions were then plotted and sounter-
batteried, During one smoke demonstration, the enemy fired 361
rounds of artillery and 242 rounds of mortar; the hun inflicted

no damage but provided excellent counter-battery intelligence.

seven enemy air bombing and strafing attacks were sxperienced during
the p‘riOdn

2, On 31 July 1944, the 34 Infantry Division artillery and
the 403 AAA Gun Bn were withdrawn from the Task Force ssctor; how-
aver, the Tank Destroyer compunies of the 894 Tank Destroyer Bn
were attached 31 July 1944 and the guns of this unit, plus those of
the 751 Tank Bn and Oo B of the 805 Tank Destroyer Bn wers sited to
provide substitute artillery fire. The 3.7 A4 guns of elements of
the British 62 and 66 AA Brigades also continued available,

3. The departure of tne 34 Infantry Division Artillery released
for infantry training the 434 AAA Bn (-2 Batteries) which had been
providing the artillery with ai protection, RBattery 4 and 1 platoon
of Battery B of 434 AAA Bn were now relieved of the coastgl patrol
by the Reconnaissance 0o, 894 TD Bn and the entire battalion began
infantry training, prineipally in the use of mortars, machine guns
with infaniry mounts, BARs and rifles. Two ranges were aset up and
intensive practive conducted. On 3 August 1944, Batteries A and B
were attached to 91 AAA Group, Battery B being committed to the line
to strengthen the Uroup right flank and Battery A being held in re-
3’"‘0

4, The 111 Battery of the 39 LAa was attached to the 91 aAA
Group on 1 August 1944 and was committed to relieve D Battery of
the 435 AAA Bn on & August 1944. The 240 Battery of the 39 LAA was
attached to the 107 AAA Group as group reserve alsc on 1 August 1944,
The 110 Battery of the 39 LAA continued infantry training as part of
the Task Force reserve, On 8 August 194k, Battery C, 351 AAA S7/L Bn
was attached to the 91 Aiid Group and given the mission of providing
coastal searchlicght and radar defense,

5. On 11 August 1944, Headquarters 91 AAA Group, having been
ordered from the theatre, was relieved by Headquarters 2 .irmored
Group which relinquished ecommand of the Task Forge reserve to Head-
quarters 751 Tank Bn. On 13 August 1944, the 898 AiA Bn, having
also been ordered from the theatre, was relieved by the 434 AAA Bn
(-2 Batteries), The 91 Cavalry Reecnnaissanes Squadron which was in
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support of the 434 AaA Bn was at the same time reinforeed by its
Troop C which had been with Task Forece Ramey on the right., Head-
quarters and Headquarters Battery, 805 Tank Jestroyer Bn, together
with the battalion's remaining companies were also then attached
to ihe Task Foree and were deployed a3 artilliery,

Jiepositions 13 August 1944

< irmored Gro 1 ad G
435 AAA Bn ~ 111739 LAA 439 Aan Bn 536 Aaa AdA Bn

Ron Co, 334 TD Bn (Res) 91 Cav Ren Sqdn (Res)
673 Mad Coll Co ‘ (Coastal) 671 Med C?I..L Co
¢ Btry, 351 AiA 3/B Bn (Fatrol ) 240/39 Laa

751 Tank tu (1P iies)
110/39 LAA & Hg 39 Lia
B Co, 805 T Bn

6. On 15 August 194k, the 91 Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron
took over the right flank sector from the 434 Aiais Bn (-2 Batteries)
which moved to 2 Armored Group seserve. At the same time the Reeon-
naissanee companies ol both the 805 Tank Destroyer Battalion and the
894 Tank Destroyer Battslion were attached to the 439 iid Bn to per-
nlt reinloresment of the battalion left flank where enemy infilira-
tions and probings were frequent,

7. The British 39 Lia, on 16 August 19k reiieved the 435 AiA
Bn which went into group reserve. The heavy weap.ns corpany of the
435 AAA Bn, however, remained in the line for several days to train
the British in the use of the Ameriean mortars and machine guns,
The arrival of the British immediately arcused the interest of the
enemy who sent a patroi, in platoon strengih, io investigate. The
Tommies received tham with mortar and machine gun fire and the en
eny withdrew with aeveral casualtles,

8. The Hawalian-Japunese 100th Infantry Battalion, having been
attached to Task Forece 45 on 1% August iYus, relieved the 536 asa
Bn, on the 17th of iugust 194s. The 536 then went inio tne Task
Force reserve, preparatory to movement irom the theater, On the same
date, the 194 Field irtillery Group was attached to Task Forse 45
and tock over the fire control of the 805 and 894 Tank Jeastroyer Bns,
the 751 Tank Bn ani the assault zunse of the 747 Tank Bn which were
at that time attached,


http:aOf"pa.nJ
http:Headq\Ull.1"t.va

9. The British 47 LAs Regiment with a total personnel of
approximately 850, was plased under the operational eontrol of the
Task Forece on 21 August 194ik. One of the batteries of this regi-
ment, having had some infantry training, was immediately atiached
to tho 2 Armored Group for Group reserve. On 2 August 194k, a
second battery was attashed to the 107 AAA Group for Group reserve,
The third battery continued intensive training.

10, On 22 August 1944, the 91 Cavalry Buominmn
was ordered to II Corps and was relieved on the Task Foree right
flank by the A3h AAA Ba, The 805 Tank Destroyer Battaliom was
on the sane date, alee moved to 1I Gorpe, The 338 Field irtillery
Battalion and € httcry of the 698 Field Artillery Battalion were
at this time brought up in Task Foree support. Troop A of the 81
Rescnnalssanes 3quadron was also attashed on 22 August 1944 and the
Task Poroe given responsidbility for coastal patrols to a point just
nerth of Ceeina, ,

11. The 439 AAA Bn, having been alerted for movement outside
the theater, was relieved on 27 August 19AL, by the 435 AAA Bn, in
the sector of South Plsa, At this time the 435 AiA Bn established
one strongpoint west of Jouth Fisa, where sneay patrols had hereto-
fore filtered through and the 100 fnfantry Battalion soved forward
1000 yards in its sestor to alose on the irno River. On 30 August
194k, the third and last battery of the British A7th LiA Regiment
was attashed to 2 Armored Group to relieve the A47's 131 Battery
whigh had replased elements of the 39 LiA on the ecastal flank,

The total stremgth of the Task Foree at this time was apivoximately
7500 offieers and enlisted aen,

2 G G;
133/47 LME ﬁ ﬁ £35 AAA B 100 Infan AAA Bn

Ren Oo, 89% TD Bn (Res) 258/47 LAk (Res)
673 Ned Coll Go 671 Med Coll Co
C Btry, 351 AM 5/1 BEn gg":;:;lg

751 Tank Bn (T Res)
47 LAA (=2 Batteries)
Trp A, 81 Ren Sadn
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I11, THE AUVANCE FROM THE ARNG,

1. Boshe demolitions began to be observed on the 30th and .
31st of iugust 1944 while wmoke and tank demonstrations failed to
evoke the Hun's usual, snthusigstic responss, Our patrols becans
exceedingly astive and began erossing the ARNC RIVER in forue,
¥hile the enemy was still found to be present, it appeared that
 his defenses had thinned, This was oonfimu by eivilian and
partisan reports,

2, At noon on 1 September 194, the 100 Infantry Battalion,
with #ix tanks in support, began muing the ARNO RIVER at its
northernmost bend east of PISA., Only sporadis opposition was met.
On the morning of 2 September 1%k, the 435 AdA Battalion with sev-
en tanks in support, srossed the AMNO into NORTH PISA, using boats
and the remains of a demolished bridge. The tanks mlud at a
ford whigh the enginsers quiekly isproved just east of PI3A, Mod-
srate artillery, with one partieularly troublesome self-propelled
gun and numerous mines and booby-traps were the only opposition,
The self-propelled gun was sileneed by our tank desiroyers whigh
noved up in fronteline support., By 1600 on 2 September 1944, the
100 Infantry and the 435 aAA Bn had reashed the 67 Northing, above
FldA., The Resonnaissanes Company, 8% TD Battalionm, :uttorod two
casualties from mines. The A4 AAA Bn then erossed Lo oecupy and
¢lean up NORTH FISA.

3. In the evening of 2 September 1944, the 39 LAi began
orossing the Arno River at Route 1 and at Caseine Nuove, west of
FI3A, It was nesessary for them to clean out one enemy sirong-
pohnt where seven of the Boshe were eaptured. Frogress of the 39
LAA was alow dus to the dense thigkets and extensive minefields in
thelir seotor North of the arno., One reargusrd enemy party captured
12 men of a mine-elearing group,

&. By evening of 3 deptember 1944, the 100 Infantry and the
435 AAA Bn had reached the line of the SERCHIO RIVER against slight
enemy resistanes. One Boghestrongpoint had to be ¢lesaned out by the
100 Infantry Bn and the Hun suffered $ killed, 4 wounded and 6 sap-
tured. The 2 Armored Group was now given the sestor west of Route
1 with all of the 39 LAA and &7 LAA; and the 107 AAA Group was given
the sector east of Route 1 with the 100 Infantry and the A35 AiA Bn.
The 434 AAi Bn was plaeed dirsctly under the Task Fores to polies
and patrol PISA, BEnemy fire, small arms, mashine gun, mortar and
artillery at this time i.ntmitiod and thm sneny cd.r bombing and
strafing attasks were experisnced.

- ll—
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5. During the night of k-5 Septamber 19k, the 39 LAA on the
coastal flank eame up abreast of the 100 Infantry Ban and the 435
AAA Bn, The A7 LiA at the same tise ecmpleted the arcssing of the
ARNC and moved to ossupy the right flank of the 2 Armored Creup.
Several mine sasualties were ressived and moderats eneay ssall arms
and sashine gun and self-propelled artillery was snsountered when
slements of the two British regiments reashed the 3ERCHIC, Twe
Platoons of tanks were used to slean eut the heavily woodsd area
between the SERCHIO and ARNO Rivers where rearguard eneay parties
had bean operating. On 5 September 1944, Battery 0 of the 450 AAA
Ba, a eolored unit, was attashed and assigned the missicn of guard-
ing the prineipal ARNO bridge at CASCINE NUOVE, west of Flsa.

6. Battery C of the 351 AAA 3/1 Bn was relieved of its searsh-
light and radar ecastal defense sission on 6 September 1944 and re-
placsed the 434 AAA Dn as the FPISA garrison, The 434 iiA Ba then, on
the night of 6»7 Septesber 19k relieved the 100 Infantry Bn on
right flank of the sestor and the 100 Infantry Ba moved from the Task
Fores sector., The Boshe continued to reast sharply to any attespt
to eross the SERCHIO RIVER although several Amer trols suseeed-
eod in fording the stream and lossting enemy positioms, Tank f
and basoockas were used by the British to ¢lean out two enemy machine
gun nests on the north bank of the SERROHIO at Route 1, On 7 September
1944, the 338 Field Artillery Ba was detashed from the Task Forge and
moved to Livorne, The British 71 HAA Regiment (24 AA gune of 3.7

2%6@ qmﬂ%
39 LAA (-1 Btry) &35 AAA AAA Bn

Ren Co, 8% TD Bn (Res) 258/47TLAA (Rms )

751 Tank Bn (Task Foree Res)

@ Btry, 351 AAA 3/L Bn (Pisa patrol)
¢ Btry, 450 AAA Bn (Bridge guard)

Tp A, 81 Cav Ren Sqdn (Coast patrol)

7. The 435 AAA Bn crossed the SERCHIO RIVER in boats on the
night of 8«9 eptember 194k, and cecupied NODICA, VECCHIARO ANd
AVANE, east of Route 1. The naxt day the 434 AAAL Da forded the
SERCHIO and took up positicns on the high ground west of the northe
ern gourse of the river and sast of the 435 AAA Bn, By 10 September
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the A7 Lad, orossed the river in boats st that poist (0569), Spor-

1800A the British had reashed the Buffalina Canal on the Northing
and the 2 Armored Group was sending petrels inte TORRE DEL Lago (7802),
At first light on 11 September 194k the British, supported by armor,
crossed the Buffalina Canal under slight enemy artillery fire and re.ch-
od a line along 78 Northing, ~

9. At the same time, the American troops of the 107 AAA Group
had advanged to the high grownd north of the Autostrada along the
78 Northing and had sent patrols to LA GAVA (0681), @UIESA (0780),
NOZZANA (1278) and BALBANO (1077). Troop A of the 81 Cavalry '
‘Reoonnaissange Squadron was relieved of attashment at 0924004
September 1944 and the Task Fores was relieved of the responsibil-
ity for the coastal patrol south of its sestor.

10, 7Two tank patrols of the 2 Armored Group were sent to the
southern edge of VIARINGIO on the afternoon of 11 September 19hk.
There they were stopped by demolitions and the sanal. One thousand
Boche wer'e reported to be in the tom. On the same date the 434 AAA
Bn relieved the 435 AAA Bn on the left of the 107 AAA Croup seetor
and the 435 AAA Bn was withdram and attashed to the 2 Armored Group,
eoffestive 1316004 September 1944, The Resonnaissance Company of the
894 TD Battalion was assigned the mission of patrolling the soast
and Battery C of the 450 AAA Bn was drought up to man ecastal strong-

The 194 Field Artillery Group was replased by the 424 Pleld Artilliery
Group, The cocastal sestor of the 2 Armored Group now

mnsked by LAXE MAS3ACUIOCOLI,

11, armored patrols to VIAREGGIO on 12 and 13 September 19hb
made eneay sontast but on lh Septesber 1944 evidense of Boehs with-
drewl cansed the eomstruetion of & eanal eressing im 3CUTH VIAREGCGIO
and advanee patrols entering the town met only sporsdis resistanse.
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The 435 AAA Bn moved into town on the 15th of September 1%k. The
ensay began shelling the tewn and easualties were ineurred.

12, At 1524008 September 19k, the 107 AAA Growp, with the 434
Add Brn was relieved of sector responsibility by a ¢ t team of the
Brasilian Rxpedtionary Fores. The 107 AAA Group went into rest and
the 434 moved into the ecastal sector on the right of the A35 AAA
B, The British 47 LAA was moved to hold the right and hilly sestor
of the Task Foree front and the British 39 LAA went into reserve and
rest in VIARKQIO,

~ Dispositions 15 Septesber 19bb

2%2%!
435 AAA Bn ‘ AAA &7 Lad

107 AdA Group (TF Reserve)

37 LAA (Bsserve & rest)

751 Tank Bn (Support)

C Btry, 450 AAA Bn (Bridge guards & patrol)
¢ Btry, 351 AAA 3/1 Ba (FIii patrol) -
Ren Co, 8% TD Bn (Coast patrol)

13, By 1600A on 18 September 1944, the line had beenn advaneed
to the 88 Northing, agalnst only soderate enemy resistanse, The
Bogche line now, however, began to stiffen, Ineay artillery, maeh-
ine gun and amall arms fire stepped up and allied sasualiies were
suff

lh. it 1919004 deptember 194k the 435 Ada Bn on the ecast had
moved up to the 91 Northing, taking the towms of FIUMETTO (9490)
and MOKTRONE (9588) and the 434k AAA Bn in the eentrel sestor had
entered PIRTRASANTA (9691), On the right, the A7 Lid alee had push-
od forward to the 91 Northing and had ocoupied CAFNIZANG (9993).
Battery C of the 450 Aii B was now ealled up to do eombat engineer
work on roeds and bridges sinse the demolition work of the Hun had
been thorough, The total strength of the Task Foree at this time
was now spproximately 5000 offieers and enlisted amm,

15, By 21 September 1944, the entire line had been advaneed te

the 93 Northing against ineressing eneay ssall arms and artillery
fire and the scastal tom of FORTE dei MARMI (9293) had besn takem,

i



16, On 22 3eptember 1944, the line was pushed forward to the
9 Northing after friendly sounter-battery had silensed intense
enemy artillery, mortars and mashine gun fire whish had inflieted
nuasrous ¢asualiies, Tank demonstrations, while an air OF was a~
loft,, were now eondusted to sound out enemy artillery losations,
Five enemy artillery positions opened on the tanks and were is-
sediately ecounter-batteried with the alr OF diresting the fire,
A saptured German 150mm Yowitser was partisularly useful on this
mission, At this time the 110 Battery of the 39 LAA was alss at-
tashed to the 47 LiA to permit rest for tired troops.

17. After astive patrolling and numercus enemy eontasts on
23-24 September 19hh, the 434 AAL Bn on 25 September 1944 established
a bridgehead North of the sanal at 962938 and eonstrustion of a
causeway was begun, On 26 September 194k the 434 AAA Bn advaneed
its line to the 95 Northing against intense sneay artillery fire and
had taken JUERCETA (95%%). At the came time the 47 LAA advaneed to
take VALLECHIA (9795) but attempts to take RIPA (9695) and CORVAJA
(9795) were repulsed by intense enemy ssall arms, mortar and artil-
lery fire, Some thousand rownds of enemy mortar and artillery fire
of all saliber, were reportsd during this 24 hour period,

18, The Task Fores was now under the guns of the GOTHIC LINR
and enemy artillery of all caliber inersased, Both friendly and
enemny patrols were active and sharp slashes cecurred eash day, On
48 3eptember 154, a sompany of the Italiam, 23 Artier Battalion
was attgehed to the Task Foree tormhoaiuurkmdmplu—
od wnder the supervision of the Task Fores Eagineer. While limit-
od by & shortage of bulldosers, they were frequemtly aided by the
tank~dosers of the 751 Tank Bn and performed exsellemt work, At
this time 12 truek-drawn 3 ingh anti-tank guns were offered by IV
Corps to the Task Foree to supplement its artillemy. These were
quiekly secured and Troops A and ¢ of tha 168 Battery of the Brit.
ish 56 LAA Regiment were enlisted, under the tutelage of a- Ameriean
Task Pores artillery officer, to san them. They performed ysoman
service and tremendously inereased the Task Forge fire rower,

19, On the night of 28.29 September 194, eclements of the 47
LAA cocupied SOLAJA (989%). At 2A00A on 30 Septesber 1944, the

39 LAA relieved the 47 LAA in the right mtormdmmthc
command of the 107 AAA Group which had at the same time relieved
the 2 Armored Group of ecmmand of the seetor. The A7 LAA went into
Task Pores reserve and rest, being subssquently, 5 October 194k,
attashed to 2 Armored Group. At this time the Taartermaster War
Dog Platoon was attashed to Task Pores 45, but trial under artillery
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20, From 1 Oetober to 3 Getober 194k, ineluaive, Task Foree 45
operated with the BEF as Task Fores mmmmmaotm-
Brasilias Minister of War, Major General Kurieo Gaspar Dutra.
Brigadier General Faul W, Eutledge, Task F
this time dmntﬁbymwllmmtﬁmmm@r
"Comendador Da Ordem Do Marito Militer," '

21, On the night of 34 October 194, the 2 Battalion of the
370 Infantry Regimmnt (eclored), having been attached to Task Foree
45 on 2 October 194k, relieved the 107 AMA Group and the 39 LAA in
the right sestor. The latter units then moved to 3AN MARCELLO (4301)
on a new nission. On 3 Ostober' 19k, the 598 Field Artillery B and
the 179 dacke Generating Company were attashed to Taak Foroe 45, On
5 Ostober 194k, the 370 Regimental Combat Team took over responsi-
bility for the right sestor from its o 2 Battalion,

22, At 1800 hours on 5 Ostober 19k, all units of Task Fores
45, exeept Task Fores Headguarters and Headquarters Battery, having
been relieved from Task Fores A5 attashmsnt and having besa attuhod
te Task Fores %2, sestor ecmmand passed to TaskFores 92, The spesi-
ucuﬂotMromwmuluthmnthchutoruklorn%
while the general staff sontinued to werk with Task Fores 92 until
Task Force A5 was moved to the SAN MARCELIO area.

1l
§
f

IV, HOLUNG OF THE APFENINE SIOMJNT,

‘ 1. On 5 November 19, 45 AAA Brigade was again alerted by the
Corps Commander, Major Censral Willis D, Crittemberger, to tho por-
formangs of a Task Fores mission in holding and position

in a segasnt of the Appenines betwesn BAGNI nxm(zmim
CAMFO TIZZORO (4999). This sestor was being held by the 107 AAA
Group with the British 39 Lid, 47 Laa and 74 laA Regiments asting as
infantry and with the British 80 Hii Regiment aeting as artillery,
but the mission involved was cne requiring the staff and :us.nm-
of a full Task Fores Beadquarters,

‘-16-
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2. IV Corps, Uperations Instruetions No, 65, dated 6 Kovem-
ber 1944, assigned Task Foree L5 the following missions: -

a. Hold General line C.uMiu TI1420R0 (493992) - CUIICL-
IANC  (AOS06h) = BAGNI 31 1UCCA (259969) and prevent any enemy
sovement south thereof,

b, Oontinue astive patrolling and prepars plans to follow -
any enemy withdrawl,

e. irepare plans to eomplete relief of L7 Lia and 7h Laa
Regimnents by 0824004 Novesber 194k, love units to CASTELEUGVO area
(1982180) on orders from IV Oorps,

d, Maintain gontaet with BPF and 92 Infantry Division,
o, Frotest left flank of IV Corps.

3. 4 061600A November 1944, Task Forss 45, had moved its Heud-
quarters and Headquarters Battery to GAMIC TIZZORO (4899) and at
that tine assumed command of the 107 AAA Group seetor,

b, This sestor wus arvitrarily bounded on the left by the 25
Basting and was ro bounded on the right by Route 6629 whish led
from Ponte Fetri (A899) to Fonte Sella Venturina (5909) where it
Joined Route €7, Task Fores 92 was adjacent on the left and the BEF,
supported by the CC "H" of the lst Arsored Division was adjasent on
the right, The sesctor was very mountaineous and of exssedingly rough
terrain, The eneay had done thorough demelition work on the romds,
Beute 66, whigh led froam FISTOL4 to FONTE FETRI (5099) to a junsture
with Route 12 at La LIMA (h102) was the prineipal supply route,
Route 12, whieh led from LUCCA to BAGNI 01 LUCCA to LA LIlia to SEis
TAICHE (3906), whevs it ended in extensive desolitions defended as
;Mbhck&ythom,mopﬂmutomsntﬁommﬁm
J1 LUCCA to La LIMA, Route 66<9 was also open only to jeep trafile,
The road from MONTECATINI to La LINA was impasseble due tedmmolitions,
There were no other roads to the aorth of the BaGNI 21 LUCCA -~ CAMFC
TIZZ0R0 line and only a few diffisult mule tralls, To the east and
wost of Route 12 from La LINA to JSESTAIORE there were renges of
sountains whieh were jrastically impassable.

5. The Task Foree .ector was logically divisible into 3 sub-
seslors:

a. The Left or iGNl JI LUCCA sestor, bounded on the left
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by the 25 Easting, whigh was the

Pores 92, and bounded on the right by the moumtain ridge from X,
GOMITO to M, CALIGI (3704) and to the high grownd
(4102),

o
8
K
E

 ride SoRTIC U3159) To .

~ {(3T0h) and the high grownd ¥ of Li LINi emd bownded on the right

by the mountain ridge from M. SFIGOLINO (4309) to M, GENNAIC (4706)
to M, ORSIGNA (5005),

the left by the

6. IV Corps again provided Task Foroe Headgquarters with an
Engineer offiger and a Fhoto Interpretation offiger. The operations
sestion this time did not proecure additional offieers or enlisted
men but effested an economy of personnel by merging the 3-2 and 5.3
sestions sc that the members of either section were available for
work in the other sections when eonditions required, ’

7. The initial alssion of effecting the relief of the British
47 Laa and 74 Lii Regiments was begun on 8 Novesber 1%k when the
74 LAi on the right of the senter sector was relieved by the A3 AAA
Bn whieh had been detashed from Task Foree 92 and attashed to Task
Foree 45 on 5§ November 1944. The 434 AAA Bn garrisoned SPIGNANA
(4303), MARBRSCA (4700), PRAOGHI (52012 and FONTEPETRI (5099) and sub~
sequently ORSIGNA (5003), VIZZANBTTA (4105) and LA LINA (A102). It
also took over the patrol of the roads fwom VENTURINA (5909) te
CAMFO TIZZORO (4999) and from LA LIMA (4102) to 0OCCIGLIA (3299).
The antiaireraft Mlé's, (four .50 esliber mashine gune mounted on an
arsored half-trask), were used very effeetively on these patrols,
The M16's were also posted at ORSIONA, MARRSCA and the LA LINA bridge,
whers their formidable fire power provided good support for the in-
fantry weapons. Battery O of the 434 AAA Bu was bivouasked in CANFC
TIZZORO where it was held as Task Foroe reserve.

8. On 9 November 194k, the 111 Batiery of the 39 LAi moved to
BAGNI DI LUCCA sector on the left where it relieved the A7 lLaa. The
47 LAA and the 74 LAA were then moved from the sector io dishanding
losations,
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m; disbanded., The 71 HAA had 24 an h;lnrm riﬂ.n of 3.7 ealiber,
Right ware asited in the BAGNI 1 LUCCa a in 3
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area and four subsequently in the FORETTA 'rm u-u. The British
alao made available U Troop of the 56 Lii to man the two 735am how-

itsers whish were sited in the SFIGNANA area (4303).

10, During this initial period, patrols sade no enemy contasts
but Task Force troops took 9 Boche deserters and appreshended ssveral
enemy agents, The arents were ususlly spetted by thelr good elothes
and shoss, their possesion of large sums of mongy and thelr non-
loulm dialest., Carabinieri, furnished by IV Jorps aided greatly in
this work,

1l, Reeonstruction of Boghe-blown roads and bridges was also
given high priority, some 300 8o 400 local Itallans were resruited
by the Task Fores Engineer who put them to work filliwin and build-
iog bask up the great blewouts whigh the metisulous Hun had ereated
at oritical points on the mountainside roads. The Sorpe Engineer
loaned a bull-doser whigh aided greatly in the work but amueh of the
rebullding required the most oareful masonry work, involving fitting
rosk slab to roek slab for a height of 20 to 30 feet s8¢ that the
level of the eanyon road oould be reestablished, Rxsellient timber-
ed bridges with sarefully laid stone butiresses were also built in
surprisingly short times by the losal worimen, On Route 6629 whers
a river srossing near FRACCHIA (5201) was urgently needed to permit
sovemant of armor, the Task Foree Enginesr established a arossing by
using the railroad route and the railroad bridge, This bypess re-
quired tearing up two miles of Lraek and ran through two long tun~
nels but it provided an execellest, all weather road for the heaviest
traffis, The Italians were skillful and sconsclentiocus workers,

They reeceived one seal a day and between 60 and 8C lire a day, They
sollested early ecach mormning at designated points in towms in whieh
they lived and were taken to their work by AA tresk drivers, These
drivers also hauled local rosk and timbering needed for construetion,.
Between 10 and 15 of them were kept continually busy on this assign-
ment,

12, Closer sontast with the Fartisans on the right flank was
also established at this time, General Rutledge, himself, travelled
to LIZZANC BELVEDRRR (5112) to interview Cemsral Ammando, leader of
some 400 to 500 Partisans who were astive in this area, It was the
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Plan of General Crittenberger, the Corps Commander, to polse a
threat to the Boghe position in the ¥, BELVEDERE ssctor and these
Fartisans were to prove useful,

13, 'The development of the Right sector became a poseibility
on 11 November 1944, when the 2 Armored Group and the 435 AAA Bn
were released from Task Force 92 to Task Fomeoe 45, This veteran
armored group was asaigned the mission of developing the Right
sector with the 435 4Ad Bn and a eontingent of Fartisans whieh
varied between 200 and 400, VIDICIATICO (5013), LIZZANC (5112),
CASTHLLUCCIC (5411) and PIANAGCCIC (5010) were garrisoned, Many
strongpoints were established, some manned by Amerisans, some by
Americans and Fartisans, some by rartisans alone., The fires of
all were coordinated. The Task Foroe Engineer, this time with
the help of the local IV Corps AMG officer, again recruited Ital-
ians to repair the roads and bridges, Roads passable only to Jeeps
became passable to tanks, and trails passable to only mules, be-
came padsable to jeeps,

L. Keantime the Center sector becams active. This sector ws
strongpointed at CNTONI (3806), SESTAIONE (3906), CUTIGLIANO (A006),
VIZZANETTA (4105) and SFIGNANA (4303), with reserves at La LIMA
(4102). ©n 13 November 1944, the British troops at CNICNI, engaged
20 to 30 of the Hun operating in the viecinity of FRANCIA (3707),
while troops at CUTIGLIANG (4006) clashed with a Boghe patrol of
15 men wearing white caps. This seemed to confirm earlier reports
that elements of the German 232 Infantry Divislon, whieh had been
holding the sector, had been replaced by higher quality mountain
troops of 4 Battalion, Meer Alpine Regiment, Sporadio enemy light
artillery fire also began being received in the viocinity of CUTI-
GLIANO, On 16 Rovember 1944, the mortar platoon of the 434 Aad
En moved up to support the British at CUTIGLIARO AND SBSTAIONE,

15, The Boghe mountain troops struek ONTONI in the early morn-
ing of 17 November 1944k, Aibout 4O to 60 of the enemy opened up on
the town with maghine guns and rifle grenades at about OLOOA, At
the same time the British outpost at FRANCIA (3707) was heavily en-
gaged and sut off from the main body at ONTONI, The men at this
outpost econtinued resistance until all ammunition was gone when the
Boche closed in, taking eight prisoners and leaving three British
wounded and one dead. The Hun withdrew about 06864 with reported
casualties of their om of 3 killed and 8 wounded, The same day tle
British apprehended ten suspected snemy agents in this vieinity,
November 18 the troop at CNTONI was reinforeed with British G Troop
240 Battery, 39 Laa.
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16, The Task Force line on the Left was improved 17 November
1944 when the British H Troop of the 240 Battery strongpointed
03Ta (3299) and placed outposts on the high ground forward and to
either flank of the town.

17. During this period, the Right ssctor had remained quiet
with our troops organizing their positions and actively patrolling,
particularly in the M, BELVEDERE region (5217)., Moderate enemy
artillery fire of medium caliber had been intermittently regeived.

Y, THE ATTACK CN M, BELEVEDERE,

1, On 18 November 1944, IV Corps issued Cyerations Instructims
No, 68 which attached the following additional iroops to Task Force
45

2 Bn, 370 Infantry (ecolored)

3 Bn 6 Infantry (B&F)

Ren Trocp, 1 Infantry Division (B&F)

Hq & Hq Co, 751 Tank Bn (-assanlt guns)
B Co, 751 Tank Bn
D Go, 751 Tank Bn (-2 Flatoons)

4 “ire Crews, 62 Jignal Bn

and placed in direct asupport of Task Force 45:
2 Qos, 1108 Engineer (C) Group
68 aArmored Field artillery Bn,

The boun between Task Force 45 and the BEF was also changed to
a line

“a point on existing boundary at 560040

to 594086; then along W side of Highway

6h to 626188; then NW to 600210 to 5802

29 to 5502%4k4;"

and Task Force 45 was assigned the following mission:-

(a) Deny M, BALVEDERE (523176) Ridge to the enemy,
capture and hold M. CASTZLIO (567192) - M, DEILA TORRACIA (559203) -
M, TERMINALE area.

(b) Be prepared to release to parent unit all Brasilian
troops on k8-hour notige on sapture of objestives,

R
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2, The newly attached units wers further attached to 2
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attached on 19 and 21 of November 1944:
Ron Co (~1 Flatoon), 894 Tank Destroyer Bn

1T Tlakaan N Oa 12 Tanl Ln
o i 2.V AL W’ dugf L ERELE. ARA

Co A (-1 Flatoon) 894 Tank Jestroyer Bn,

The 2 irmored Group was tc make the prineipal effort directed by
Corps,

3. Patrolling was now intensified and frequent contaets and
fire fights resulted., One 20-man American and Partisan patrol of
the 435 AiA Bn clashed with a strong party of the Hun at QUARCIOLA .
(5116) on 21 November 194k, ‘“hen our patrol withdrew nine enemy
dead and a large number of wounded had been observed. OCur patrol
suffered two killed and one wounded, Hun shelling inereased.
Engineer work on the SILLA~LIZZANCG (581hk~5113) road was pushed so
. that supporting armor could be brought up,

4, Necessary regrouping and preparation in the 2 Armored
Group sector was completed on 23 November 1944.

(a) 435 AAA Bn was on the left, based at VIDICIATICC
and LIZZaNO and supported by
200 Fartisans

1 Flatoon of medium tanks

1 Flatoon of light tanks

1 Platoon of Tank Destroyers

Ren Co (-1 Platoon), 89 Tank Destroyer Ba,
Its mission was to take JUSHCICLA (5116), CORONA (5117) amd M,
BZLVEOERE (5217).

(b) 2 Bn, 370 Intantry was in the center, with CF at GAGGIC
MONTANA (5516), and supported Ey
1 Flatoon of medium tanks
1 Platoon of light tanks
Detachment of Mules,
Its mission was to take the high ground in the vieinity of M, DELLA
TORRACIA (5520) and M, TERMINALE (5621).

(e) 3 Bn, 6 ;gfantrz Jivision EBEF) was on the right, with
a base at BOMBIANA 18) and supported by

1 Flatoon of medium tanks

1 Flatoon of tank destroyers

Engineer mine-clearing detaghment
Its mission was to take the high ground in the wieinity of K,
CaSTELLC (5619).
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() 0, 1 tr sion (BEF) was in group
reserve vieinity of FURETTA THRME (5811).

(e) 1 Bn, 1 Infantry Division (BEF) was in Corps reserve
in the vieinity of 575083,

5. At 06004 on 24 November 1944, the three battalions jumped
off for their objectives, The weather was cloudy and misty which
prevented antieipated air support and limited artillery observation.
By evening, the left flank had been pushed forward sonsiderably,

progress had been made in the genter and stiff resistance was being
met on the right:

(a) AAA Bn took WERCIOLA (5116) by early afterncon
and CORONa (511%; %y dark, otiff resistance had been met and cas-
ualties had been incurred from Hun mashine guns, mortars and small
arms, The Partisans had fought splendidly. Fourteen prisoners
were taken. Frogress on the M, BELVRDERE slopes had also besn made,
The battalion line ran roughly fram 499159 to 509167 to 517178 to
527171 to 534166,

(b) 2 Ba, 370 Infantry reached a line from 542178 to
550170 to 570185 and began g in, Mortar and small arms fire
was beginning to be received, partigularly in the vieinity of
573183, -

(e¢) 3 Bn, 6 Infantry Divisiﬁn 58?%1 received heavy machine
gun and mortar fire, The command o 8 supporting armor was
disabled by mines., By noon, the Brasilians had been foreced to drop
baak to their line of departure for reorganisation,

(d) Over 2000 rounds of friendly artillery was firod
during this first 24-hour period of the attack,

6, At midnight the Boche launched a eounter-attagk against
CORONA (5117). The attack was in company Strength and the Hun
socreamed as he charged, Later reports indicated that these Boohe,

mambers of the 1 Ba, 1043 Iantry of the 232 Infantry Division
were ingited to thcir enthusiasm by the weli~known Captain Straube
whose ambitions for promotion stimulated him to urge on his men
from behind with a pistol and a hand grenade. The attack was broken
up by concentrated fire from small arms and tanks, Fourteen Super-
men wers taken priscners, six wers killed and ten wounded,
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7o Next iay, «5 November 19k,

(&) 4£35 iaa in resched the crest of ¥, BV & againat
snemy small arma, machine pun and artillery fire. They g in and
and began organizing their ;ositicns,

(b, 2 Bn ‘ advanged azainst iight op . ositions
to & llne from 54bl3< Lo 5&01&»2 to 542185, Toward evenlng, however,
the Hun bDegan intensifying his ssall-ares and mortar fire,

(@) 2 i i again met intense ene-
smy dmallearns, mhlm gun and mortar o By afterncon ihey
had advanoed Lo a line about &n (A (577183) whish ran roughly im
572178 to 574188 to 585185, with the 3 :latoon of i Co, 894 T2
on the right at 593193, 5y evening increased Soehe mortar fira
and added sasualties rqnirod & further short wmithdramal to the
ridge line south cf CUNZL. (5718).

{(4) ‘mring this -hour peried, {riendly artillery had
again fired in exeess of K0 rounds despite the limited cbservalion
coecasicnaed by the bad weather,

. There mas no erange on the <4 .uwored Croup risht and left
flank on <6 November 1944, but the Soche on this day suijecled the
ecenter of the line to intense mortar and artillery fire, The < In,
370 Infantry was foreed to fall back to a line whigh ran roughly
from 538176 to 54217. Lo 546178, To bulwark thls sestor, the Ron
Troog, 1 Infantry dvision (}«eg.!v') wad re.laced as Group reserve by
1 Hn, 1 Wantry AvisioniicF) whieh moved Lo GADGIC wiNT.r (5516;.

: J. In the evanln; of 26 Xovember 194k, IV Corps, by {;erations
Instruetions No. 70, changei the I F=is Task Foroe hcmdm tc a
line

"from a jant on resent boundary at

63180 along siream to 602192 to Hill

756 (593200) to Hill 788 (579208) to

H11l 997 (570<13},*
ani relieved 3 im, & Infentry (#4F) and 1 fn, 1 Infantry {(BaF),
jlus platoon of sedius tanks and the platoon cf tank destroyers
in suyport of these mi.ta, from attachment to Task Foree 45, The
sector of 2 irmcred (roup now govered only the subsection of 435
asn B0 and £ Bn, 37C Infantry,
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ive ine pocne now, on the arternoon of 26 November 194L. eon-
centrated 500 rounds of mortar on the tewn of CORONA (5117) in the
435 AdA Bn sector, Partisans also reported some enemy massing in
ROCCA CORNETA (4917) on 27 November und a friendly artillery TOT
was placed on the town whieh terminated the activity., IV Corps
on this date provided Task Foree 45 with an additional plateon of
medium tenks and & platoon of light tanks. C Battery of the 434
AAA Bn was also direeted to procesd as reserve to the 435 Adi Bn
sector on 29 November 1944,

11, On the night of 28 November 1944, the enemy launched a
battalion-strength counter-attaek in the 435 AAL Bn sector., it
the time the troops of the 435 AhA Bn were roughly disposed as
follows:=-

& Valpidno
Mt Boluedete

X Jaat _ na!

P "

4 O?l)q =
8/¢3s g@

/935

PoerciolaP

The esnemy lightly shelled CORONA und M. BELVEDERE during the day.
Then at 16404 & TOT of 200 rounds was placed on CCRONi., This
collapsed a forward strongpoint and wiped out some 30 of our men,
The enemy then attucked in two~company strength over the VALPIANO
ridge into the town of CORCNA. At the same time two companies
launched an attack on the M, BELVEDERE positions of B Battery.

B Battery fought until lack of ammunition foreed a withdrawal to
~UERCIOLA at 17004, C Battery continued to engage the enemy until
2901304 when danger of an enemy outflanking infiltration reguired
& withdrawal to LUERCIOLA. D Battery sontinued to engage the en~
eny until 23004 when heavy casualties (70 killed and missing) and
the destruction of thres of their supporting tanks required their
withdrawal, D Battery withdrew to VIDICIATICO and C Battery,

L34 AAA Bn was moved to the JUERCICLA frontline. The enemy em~
ployed three Mark IV Tanks and one self-propslled gun in the CORONA
attask and showed remarkable skill in infiltrating infantrymen with
faust-patrones (bazookas) within ¢lose range of our tinks where
damage could be inflicted. During this action there was no shange
in the positions ef 2 Bn of the 370 Infantry.

12, It should be noted that during the entire BELVEDERE opera~
tions, the Partisans fought side by side with our troops and exhibit-
ed equal courage and determination in earrying out their mission,

The operation ended with a strong, mutual respeot and admsiration
existing between these Italimn volunteers and our own American troops.
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to snipe at our SESTAIONE positxona. Our mortars slilenced them,
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ONTONI (:906) was engaged with small arms and mortar fire and forced
to withdraw., 4galn on 28, 29 and 30 our troops clashed with eneay
patrols at FIaN DI NOVELLO (3508) and 365077 and 375076, The enemy
were forced to withdraw on all three ocsasions. On 30 November 1944,
the eneay sent a small patrol to CUTIGLIANO (4006) in the early
morning but it was discovered and withdrew with one casualty., Brit-
ish patrols to MONTANEGATESI (2702) north of BAGNI OI LUCCA, contin-
ued to receive reports of enemy patrols in the area and on 29 Nov-
ember 1944, they engaged an enemy patrol within the town and infliete
ed several casualties,

14. The British AA supporting artillery continued to fire an
average of 500 rounds in the left and center sectors and the enemy
replied sporadically. Jeventy rounds of eneay light artillery were
received in the vicinity of CUTIGLIANC during the noon hour on 23
November 1944 but no damage was infliected. On 30 November 1944,

B Troop of the 209 Battery of the 73 HAA with its four 3.7 a4 rifles,
was moved to the right sestor to supplement the fire of the 68
Armored Field Artillery Battalion, %hile the British 3,7 gun did
not fire as darge a projesctile as the 10Smmhowitzer of the 68
Armored Field artillery Bn, it had greatermnge and airbursts could
be employed,

VIQ

ATI.Ns IN THE APPENINE SHGMENT,

1. On 1 December 1944, Colcnel Gerald G, Gibbs, who had been
Task force exscutive, suncocdod to the command of the Task Foroe,
Brigadier General Faul ', Rutledge having proeeeded on that datc to
the United States to assume a new command,

2, The right sector now continued quite for several days.
Fatrols were active and made enemy contacts on 3, &, 5 and 7 Deo-
ember 1944 but no friendly casualties wers received; one enemy
sentry was killed. Enemy artillery was sporadie and our own artile
lery was on a reduced scale,

1
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3. Relative quiet also prevailed in the BAGNI DI LUCCA and
CUTICLIAND = oHoTAICNE sectors, Our patrols inereased in the depth
of their penetrations into Boche area but few contacts were made,
Ten enemy deserters were picked up on 7 December 1944 and others
were taken from time to time. It appearsd that the mountain troops
of 4 Bn of the Mesr aAlpine Regiment had now been replaced by the
lower quality troops of the 232 Fusilier Bn of the 232 Infantry
Division, lnemy agents were alsc apprehended from time to tims,

4, The 900 aaa (4%) Bn (Mob) was attached to the Task Force
on 6 December 1944, It had had several weeks infantry training in
the II Corps sector and was a fresh and rested unit, It relieved
the 435 AdA Bn in the VIDICIATICC - LIZZANO area during the night
8«9 December 1944. The 435 iAA Bn then reverted to Fifth Army eon~
trol and left for a rest area,

5, The 900 AAA Bn readily adapted itself to the infantry role.
JUERCIOLA, VIDICIATICO, LIZZANO and FIANACCIC continued to be held
in strength, New outposts were established to provide maximum
crossfire and an elaborate system of communications, permitting in~
stant call for supporting mortar and artillery fire was established,
¥aximum use was made of Partisans and confident reconnalissance patrols
sl1i; ed through enemy minefielis and wire entanglements ic loecate Hun
outposts, CASACCIA (5216) was also strongpointed,

6. Active patrolling by 2 Bn, 370 Infantry was also continued
during this period, Two patrols on 11 December 1944 engaged the
Boche in the vicinity of 543186 and 532175 and killed two of them,
The Hun maintained moderate artillery shelling and intense to mod~
?rat;)mortar firc, particularly in the vieinity of GAGGIC MONTANQ

551

7. German attempts t¢ infiltrate positions about CUTIGLIANC
(406) on 11 Decembaer 1944, were discoversd by one of the Fartisan
outposts at 0410A, In the ensuing fire fight the Hun employed
grenades and machine pistols and at 06204 fired two flares whiech
were followed by an enemy TCT of 70 rounds on CUTIGLIANO. The
Germans then withdrew,

8. The Brasilians on 12 December 1944 made a further attempt
to capture M. CasTELLO (5619). The 2 irmored Group was instructed
at this time to satage strong diversionary attacks to support this
effort and to confuse the Hun, On the left of the 900 Aii Bn
segtor armor was moved up and tank destroyers at first light began
" heavily shelling BOCHE-held ROCCA CCRNETA (A917) and the road lead-
ing to it from the North, At the sume time a patrol of 1 offiger
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and 3C enlisted men and 15 ‘artisans, suiported by & reserve force
cf one officer and 15 enlisted men, moved forward and deployed about
the =zouthern end of the town., Our troops opensd fire on the Hun
positions with small aras, mechine gune and rifle grenades at 0945i.
The enemy replied with  small arms and machine guns and by 103Ca
had brought up mortars ardd began effective registration. Gur troops
then withdrew under cover of their own mortar and tunk destroyer
fire. On the right of the 900 aas Bn front, o patrol of sisilar
strength was sent st the sume time to CCHOMA (5117). Thie attack
wae preceded by little artillery preparation and the Hun was caught
napping. By 10004 our patrol had penetrated to ths northern edge of
town, had taken 3 of the snemy priscner, killed nine and wounded <.
Twe Gernan Olme mortars were also destroyed with grenades. it 1130a
the Hun had recovered from his ewprise and began & flanking move-
mmt suprorted by artillery, mortare and muachine guns. {ur troops
withdrew under cover of friendly artillery und smoke. In this ene
gugenent two americans and three Farticune were killed and twe
Americans and one Paertisan were wounded,

9. ais rart of the same diversion, the 2 Bn, 370 Infantry, sent
& platoon-strength patrol ageinst Bcehe pousitions in the vieinity of
532169. The colered troops engaged the enemy with small arme end
sachine guns from 09054 until 1915s &t which time they «ithdrew with
ons killed,

10. The Hun maintuined interest in the L.l TAICNE -JUTIGIIANG
ssctor with moderate artillery, patrolling and miping from Cariil
Ov CRLANDO (3807). On 16 December 1944, s 70-man Partisun patrol
under an aserican offiecsr and enlisted man proceeded to the vieinity
of L0 (3909) where it directed friendly artillery fire by radic on
enegy cbserved in "I INATICC (3808) end RIVOHETT4 (3708). On its
return con 17 Decesber 1944, this petrol engaged & Ceraun party «ad
killed cne, wounded two and gaptured twe.

11. The boundury between Task Foree 45 and the BYF was changed

at 060Ca on 17 December 1944 by a IV Corps Message of 15 Decesber 1944
to a line

“Irom a soint on Lhe present

boundury at 558126, along

road to 58134, to Hu (525140);

then along trail to 521154 to

513177.7
At this time clements of the 900 «iws Bn lying on the BEF aide of the
new boundary were relieved by the Brazilians and 2 Bn, 370 Infantry
wus relieved by the B*F, The ¢olored troops now rsturned to
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Infantry Division on the soasi, Baitery C
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relieved of attachment to the 900 A4A Bn
RO as Task Force reserve,

he veriod the Right sector remained astive with
d continuing evidence of enemy activity, Sharp-

shootlng, with tank destroyers firing from a hill mask north of

VIDICIATIGO, was developed at this time, "ith a 20-power scope
constantly trained on known points of eneay astivity, the Hun wes
forced to keep under cover during daylight hours for a depth of
five miles behind his lines,
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13, All armor was relieved of direct attachment to Task Forge
45 on 20 December 1944 but the 751 Tank Bn (~C Go & 3 rlt, D Co)
" with 2 Flatoon, A Co, 89k Tank Destroyer Bn, attached, was left in
direot support of thc Task Foree and maintained all armor in the
right sector, Two armored cars of Ran Co, 8% Tank Destroyer Bn
were also attached to 107 AAA Group at this time to maintain the
double road patrol from CAMPO TIZZORC (4909) to VENTURINA (5908).

1i. The 2 Armored Group was relieved from Task Ferce 45 at
2115004 and moved from the sector to supervise infantzy training
¢f the Brasilians, Responsibility for the Right sector was there-
upon taken over by the 900 i4Ai Bn and a la Salle 3Switch was estab-
lished at CASTELLUCCIO (5411) to insure communiocations,

15, BRumors of a Boghe Christmas offensive in the JESTAIONE -
CUTIGLIANO sector bsgan coming in as the holidays approached and
on 22 Jecember 194, IV Corps reinforced the Task Foree with
& Frovisional Headquarters and Companies A and B of the 755 Tank
Bn. These tanks deployed throughout the Center sector and demone
strated by movement and by firing at known enemy positions. Smoke
was also used to suggest offensive bridge-building intentions.
Fatrolling was intensified and deepened along the whole Task Force
front, Critical points on Routes 12 and 66 and the key LA LIMNA
bridge were prepared for demolition and minea, trip flares and wire
entanglements were also laid, One l5-man Boghe raiding party in the
900 4AA Bn area tripped a flare and was ismediately swept with our
own machine gun and mortar fire. In the exchange of fire two of
our men were wounded but the Hun promptly withdrew.

16, Gnow now begun to present s problem to patrols but snemy

contagt was raintained, In the SESTAIONE~CUTIGLIAKC area, two
particularly-sought enemy agents were apprehended and an Lurican
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flyer who had fallen far behind the Boehe lines was ammuggled
through by Fartisans,.

17. On Christmas morning FARTISANS led by an imeriecan officer,
moved in the early hours of the morning te positionl around Boghe=
held FIANSINATICO (3308). After directing artillery fire en gb-
served enemy positions, they entered the town and mgagod the Run,
In the 30eminute fire fight that followed, they killed two ef the
enamy, wounded an undetermined number of others and cuptured three,
They then withdrew with twe of their own men dead and three wounded,

18, Brigesdier General Lee S, Gerow (Assistant Division Come
mander of the 85 Infantry Division) assumed eommend of Task Foree
4S at 06004 on 27 Neaember 194k, At the same time the 339 RCT
of the 85 Infantry ivision was attaehed, having clesed on the
salN FoEGLLO area (L201) at 2700234,

19, The Hun at this time was attacking down the SERCHIO VALLEY
in the 9< Infantry Division sector on the right, it the same time
the threat of the rummored Boche holiday offensive in the SESTAICNE~-
CUTIGLIANQ sector had not abated, Nor was the situation on the
right flank in the VIDICIATICO-LIZZANC area any less deligate, It
was accordingly determined net to eommit the 339 RCT bub te hold
them in reserve so their full weight might be employed on e ther
the left, center or right sestor, as the changing situation required.

20, These veteraun infantrymen were, aseordingly, not put inte
the line but were put to work developing the excellent defensive
positions on the high ground south of CRTORI and SESTAIONE on &
line from PI.NONE (3705) te FRASSINETTI (3805) to Hill 847 (3906)
to CUTIGLIANO (4006) te La CUCCOLA (4106), 3econdary defense lines
vere alse surveyed on the high ground running frem north of La LIMA
(4002) to SPIGNANA (4303). On the right seetor, positions were like-
wise prepared on the CASTELLUCIO ridge (54ll1) whieh provided an ex-
oellent holding line, it the same time, defensive positions at the
SILLA BRIDGE (5814) and on high ground east of PCRRETTA TERME were
thoroughly reeconnoitered so that the Task Force might be prepared
in the event a strong enemy blow threatened its flank om the right,

21, In the BAONI DI LUCCa sector defensive positions were sur-
veyed on the high grcund east of the town and a secondary positica
Was regonnoitered at the river narrcws in the vieinity of COCCIGLIA
(3300), Detalied plans for speedily reinforeing any of the thres
subsectors of Task Foree 45, in the event of an imainent enemy attask,
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were drawn, Flans were also made, and routes resonneitered for a
eounter-sttagck in the event of a surprise attask by the Hun in any
of the three subsesctors,

22, The 339 RCT also dispatched an average of ten patrols a day,
This not only conditioned the troops and aequainted them with:-the
terrain, but added to the seeurity.

23, Moantime, patrols of the AL units remsined active in all
sestors. #hile mow impeded the troops in soms¢ sections, skis and
snewshoes began to be used with some skill, Minor engugenents with
the eneay continued, it 0230A on 29 December 194, a pariy of the
Hun, alded by unidentified inkabitants of ONTONX (3706), surprised
a British outpost at 379068 and withdrew with six prisvners, ONTCNI
was next day eviacuated of eivilians, On 5 and 6 Jenuary 1945, patrols
of the 900 AAA Bn engaged enemy positions at 502167 and 507166 and,
at the latter pcsition, forced a Boche withdrawal,

24, The 86 Mountuin Regiment moved into the Taek Force sector
on the night of 8«9 January 1945, The lst Battalion relieved the
900 AAA Bn on the right. The 2d Battalion relieved elements of the
39 Laa and 434 ada Bn at ONTONI, SESTAIONE, CUTIGLIANO and VIZZANETTA,
The 3d Battalion relieved other elements of the 39 LAA and 434 AAdd
Ba at BAGNI DI LUCCa, La LIMA, SAN MaRCELLO, MARESCa and CRSIGNA.
All reliefs occurred without incident, The 39 LAA then moved to
PISTOIA for disbandment while the 434 AAL Bn and the 900 Aid Bn mov-
ed to MONTECATINI for coanversion to infantry, along with the < Armored
Group, 435 Aia Bn and 532 A4A Bn, The 339 RCT also moved from the
sector to rejoin its parent division on 9 Jammary 1945.

25, Brigadier Genrzl Robinson E, Duff (Assistant Division
Commander of the 10th Mountain Division) took over ecnmand eof Task
Foree 45 on 9 January 1945, The G=Z and G=3 of the 10 Mountain
Division also took over their respective dutiee in the Task Fores
Headquarters, The § Mule Pack Cempany (Italimn) was attashed 10
January 1945 and entered the sestor em 1k Janusry 1945.

26, The mountain treeps, although jwst arrived from the United
States, readily accomodated themselves to battle conditions, Patrols
were aggressively pushed deep into snemy territery, One aidnight
patrol to PALAZZO (5017) on 18 January 1945, failed to find the enemy
and pushed on to C, FLORIO (5017) where a Boehe outpost was diseovered,
The americens killed a sentry when he refused to swrender and toek
under fire soms 25 to 30 Germans who ran from nearby dugeuts at the
somd of the firing, Four sasualties were inflicted on the Boahe,
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#hen the enszy mortar {ire became effective, the mountain troops
drew back and called for und directed friendly mertar fire, and
then withdrew with two casuwlties.

£7. Patrels to NOCCa CCORMETa (4917), PRADA (5116), M. SPIGULINO
(4205}, rm.,mww, (3808) and OSPEDALETTO (2808), scught fire
fights and got them. +hile casuuliies were ineurred, experience wus
rupidly guined. Iwo~day reconnaissance patrols on skis and snowshoes
were also sent deer inito Hun berritory and much information wes procured,

28. The &5 cuntuin Regiment entered the sector and was attached
to Tesk Foree 45 on 21 January 1945. The lst Battaiton rellieved Co
I of the 86 lountuin Reglment in the B4GNI DI LUCCA sector. The 2
Battalion moved intc the vielnity of FRUNETIA (4396) to engage in
further traisning and conditioning and the 3d Battalion moved to the
vicinity of San iwrcello as Task Foree reserve,

<29. The Boche on the right had been repestedly stung by the
patrol jubbing of the 1 Bn of the 86 Mountain Regiment and on the
night 24-25 January 1945 he conducted a raid himself on imerican
positions at JUANCICL4 (5116). ‘The ruid was preceded by enesy artil-
lery after which one Hun party of five men and & second party of iZ
men attempted ic infiltrate the imerican positions. %¥hile these
patrols were being engagel a third group of Boohs moved in on the
right flank of the JU:NCIMA positions and inflieted casualties of
one desd, four wounded and one missing. The Hun then withdrew under
cover of hi: oo artillery. BRBlood indleated one enemy casualty.

30, The town of MCNTIFUGATESI (<4704) on the left flank above
BAGKI DI LUCCA wus strongpointed with u reinforced cospany on 24
danuary 19:5. This advanced the leoft flank asppreciably and gave
our patrols greater rangs. (ne patrol fros this sector engaged &
party of Boche in the vicinity of 291069 on 26 Januwry 1945. Aifter

a sharp fire fight, four of the enemy were taken priscnsr. another
putrol on the same day shot up German positions west &f FIANSINATICO
(379085}, The Hun replied with machine pistols, morters and Sfam
artiliery but no friendly cesualtiss were received. e Hun suffered
one known dead.

31. The 3 Bn, 85 Mountain Regiment reifeved 2 Bn, 86 Mountain
Regimant in the SZSTLIONE - CUTIGLIANC area on 27 Jamuary 1945. The
2 Bn of the 86 then moved to PRUNETTA (4L395) for rest and tralaing.
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32, Major General George F, Hays (Division Commander, 10
Mountain Division) assumed command of Task Foree 45 at 06004 on
28 January 1945, At the same time Headgquarters and Headquarters
Company, 10 Mountain Division, took over the duties of Heudquarters
Task Force 45 and Headquarters and Hewdquarters Battery, 45 iaAA
Brigade moved to IIMESTRE (4400) to prepare for disbandment,

33, HKajor General iillis D, Crittenberger, IV Corps Commander,
on 12 February 1945, dscorated Colonel Gerald G, Gibbs, 45 Ada
Brigade Commander with the Legion of Merit and, after cemmending
the wnit, anmncunced the disbandment directed by General Orders Ne,
1§, Headquarters Fifth irmy, dated 11 February 1945,

34, Lieutenant General Luciam K. Trussett, Fifth irmy Cemmander,
on the same date, issued the fellowing eommendatien:

HE.DJUARTERS FIFTH ARMY
u.?.O. #m, u-o SC w

12 February 1945

:UBJECT: Commendation.

T + Commanding Officer, 45th antiaireraft Brigade,
“C Fo On Y?‘&6‘§’ Uo s" Wb

1, Although the headquarters of the ,L5th Antiaireraft Brigade
and some of its remaining unit served under my command for but a
brief time before disbandment and diversion to other tasks, I have
learned, through records and reports, of the splendid recerd of
aecomplishment of that eommand, I desire hers to note its assomp~
- lisheents and to express my admiration for the outstandiyg manner
in whish it handled each of the may diffieult and diversified tasks
assigned to it during its existence with the Fifth irsy.

2. I have heard nothing but praise for the performanes of the
men and organisations of the 4L5th intiaireraft Brigade both in their
mtiaireraft role snd in ground astiem as a front line slement of
the Fifth irmy, They funetioned at all timss throughout all of the
eperations of the Italisn ecampaign in whish they partieipated in a
highly commendatory mammer making a neotable eontribution te the tra-
ditions of the Coast Artillery Cerps as well as te those of the army
as a whole,
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3. I regret that conditions have necessitated the inactiva-
tion of such a fine command, but I am plecsed to have s0 such of its
personnsl resain within Pifth iarmy in other units where I knew they
will carry on in the ssse outstanding sanner that has characterized
their performances in the pust.

4. I caompliment you and every member of the 45th antlaireraft
Brigade on youwr snvigble record of achievement. You have earned ihe
respeet of &ll who have known you «nd may now be rightfully proud
of & Job well dons.

/8/ L. K. TRUICOTT, JE
/Y L. K. TrisCCTT, JH,
Lieutenant General, U. 3. aray,

A ist Ina A8/ aB/glb
HoaDullaBTHHS FIFTH o46Y, Office of the antiaircralt Commarcier,
(Koar;, a.7.0. vaéh, U, 5. army, 13 February 1945.

10 Commanding Cfiicer, ,
L5th ana Brigude, ,i.0, #4bh, U. 5. aruy.

1. fuon the disbundment of ths 45th antiaircraft wrtillery
Brigede and the 45th antiaircraft artillery Upsrations Uetuchment,
I wish to add my appreciation to the irmy Commander's commendation
for the admirsble and gratifying reformance of the difficult and
varied assigments which were so successfully carried ocut by your
commund. The work of the Mrigade in the role of directing anti-
aireraft units in infantry missions and acting as & divisional
headguarters has been outstanding and is well deserving of gresat
preise.

Z. It f8 with great deal uf pleasure that I pass this
cosmendation on. I .k well aware of the contributions made to
the traditions of the Coast artillery Corps dy the officers and
eilisted men of your organisation. I wish to take this oppor-
tunity to extend ay sincerse best wishes to every individual of
Jour unit for continusd success in his new assigonment.

/o/  ARRON BRaDSHAN, JR
/t/  aARGi BRAD3SHAK, JK.,
Brigedier General, U, 3. a.,
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35, 4ll officers and enlisted men of Headquarters and Head-
quarters Battery of 45 aaa Brigade with its eomplementing 45 AdA
Operations Detachment were assigned to other units on 13 February
1945 and organizational property was turned in, The name of Task
Force 45 continued to be used by 10 Mountain Division for sesurity

purposes,

36, During its operation, Task Force 45 had at varying times,
3000 to BOOO men attached from the fellowing units:

Agericen Units

A4 Units
45 Aka Brigude, Hy & Hg Btry
L5 AaCD
91 AaA Group
107 Aks Group
Battry C, 351 ias S/L Bn
403d aan (G) Bn
43k AkA 4% Bn
435 A4k AW Bn
439 Aha &Y Bn
Battery C, 450 wisa af Bn
536 aha AW Bn
898 hha AW Bn
900 aAdA AW Bn

Fa Units

194 Field artillery Group

44 Field artillery Group
Battery C,"Fisld artillery Bn
338 Field artillery Bn

598 Field artillery Bn

Battery C, 697 Field artillery EBn
910 Field Artillery Bn

Infantry Units

100 Infantry Bn

339 Infantry RCT

370 Infantry RCT

85 Mountain Infantry Regiment
86 Mountaln Infantry Regiment
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Amsrigoan Units eont'd

Tﬁ & aT Unite

<4 Armorse oup, Hy & Hq Ce

1 & 2 Platoon, Co D, 13 Tank Bn
2 Platoon, Co B, 13 Tank Bn
751 Tank Bn

755 Tank Bn

805 Tank Destroyer Bn

894 Tank Destreyer Bn

91 Cav Ren Squadron

Troop 4, 81 Cav Ren Squadron

Miscellaneous Units
84 Chemiesl Bn

179 Chemisal Co

34 #®ar Dog P'latoon

62 Signal Bn (4 orews)

1 Plat, Co C 310 Zngineer Bn
Co C, 310 Medieal Bn

671 Medical Collesting Co
672 Medical Colleating Co
673 Medieal Collesting Co
615 Medieal Clearing Station

Britieh Units

39 Laa chﬁugnt _

47 Lak Kegiment
U Trecp, 167/56 LiA Regiment
71 Haa Regiment :
73 Hah Regiment
74 HaA Regiment
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Brasilian Unite Isalian Unite

2 Bn, 6 Hegiment 23 artier Regiment (Yagr)
3 Ba, 6 kegiment 5 Mule Pack Ce

1 Bn, 1 Infantry Divieion

Ron Troop, 1 Infentry Division

It covered fronts of from 12X to 45 miles, both mountainous and
on the cpastal plain and it advanced its initial front twenty miles
from the line of the arno hiver and Piss tc the Gothie Line of the
Kun &t the CINJUALZ CaNal north of Forte Dei Karmi (9293),

It suffered these casualities:~
Eilled Bounded  Miseing

JULY 12 22 1
AUGUST 23 124 2
BT TEMBEH 23 ' 107 17
OC TOBER 3 1é &
NOVENEBIR 17 137 &9
0. CIMBAR IR 23 18
JANUARY 5 <3

The scope of the Tusk Foree's opsrations were epitomized in
the Corps Communder's officiul commendation of 10 February 1945:-

HEAD (UARTERS IV CORPS
THE COMMARDING GENERAL

10 February 1945

SUBJECT: Commendation. .
¢ 1 Commanding Offiger, 45th sia Brigade, ArC &bk, U. 8. arsy.

1. Upon the ccoasion of the inastivation of the 45th aix
Brigade, I consider it a duty as well as & privilegs to eater wpem
the records ay official commendations for the distinguished comtri-
bution it has made to the Allied war effortin Ituly. During the
eight aonthe period in which the A5th .ii Brigade has boen a part
of the IV Coerps, it hus sucoessfully executed a wide variety of
missicns over vuried terrain and under all eonditicns of weather,
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2, Although not organized, trained and equipped to do so, it
has nevertheleas functioned in a role similar to that of oombat
division in battle, The changes and improvising necessary te fae-
ilitate the use of an antiaireraft irtillery Brigade Headquarters
in the capacity of & division headquarters were asocomplished with
efficieney and dispateh while in eonstant eontect with the enexy.

3+ During the time the 45th aAa Brigade Headjuarters fewght
a3 & part of the IV Carps, it operated net only ss an antiaireraft
Artillery Erigade Headquartars in a fast soving situation, but alse
sssuewd the duties of & Task Forge Headquarters which throwgh sere
itoricus performanee has established an enviable reputation among
the allied troops in Italy.

ks The wide seope of its effectiveness is dest indieated by
the succecs of its distinguished comsander, Brigadier General Paul
We Rutledge, and ..ble exseutive Jolonel Gibbs, in directing oper-
ations invelving teehnical employment as intiaireraft; and command
of ground troops engaged in the pursuit of the Gersan irmy nerth
aleng the Tyrrhenian goast, the eccupation of s defensive line a-
leng the Arno River, the subsequent eroesing of that river, the
dapture of risa, Viareggie and ether Italian cities, and the more
recent winter eperations in the ipenmine Mountains,

5 The flexibility and ecmmendible performaines of this head=
quarters is also indicated by the faet that the troeps available
to it constuntly changed, and included both British and amerisan
antigiraraft units cperating initiully in their characteriatie role
and later as infantry; tanks, tank destreyers, infantry, engineers
and all types of artillery,

6. The conversion of :imeriean and British wntiaircraft units
froe their antiaireraft duties to the rols of infantry and artillery
in support of ground troepe, whiesh eonversien wais accomplished
while in eontast with the eneay alomg the front lines and without
any preliminary preparations, ean be recorded as & netewerihy eie
amples of sxerieusn ingenuity and improvisation,

7« In every way this organization has lived up te the high
traditlons and standards of the United Staites Army. It is there-
fore with considerable gratifisation thut I leek dusk on this sue-~
cessful and very satisfustory assosistien eof the IV Corps with
L5 AsA Brigade Headquarters in the sampaign of allied armiess in
Italy in 1944 =« 1945,
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