


1945 LOCATION

rmany

In Austria

sermany

ermany

Philippines

erg Germany

tingen Germany

ao Mindanao less Co B at
cajalar Bay and Co C at Iloilo

Swift Tex

uhltroff Germany

addeckensted Germany

BATTALION DESIGNATION AND TYPE FORMED (SOURCE OF UNIT)/INACTIVATION *Active through 1946
i

741st Tank Battalion 15 Mar 42 Ft George G Meade Md as Tank Bn, Medium 7 27 Oct 45 Gp Kilmer N_J. Rosutka Germany
NYPE: 200c¢t 43  England: 2Nov43  France-ET0O: 6 Jun 44 - 25,26,30,32,34 NYPE: 25 Oct 45
{M-1Sep42; Tank Bn N-1 Dec 43; 0 30 Apr 45]

742nd Light Tank Battalion
{1-20 Dec 43; X)

1 May 42 Ft Lewis Wash as Tank Bn, Light/ 15 Aug 44 Ft Ord Calif redes 742nd
Amphibian Tank Bn

743rd Tank Battalion 16 May 42 Ft Lewis Wash as Tank Bn. Light / 27 Nov 45 Cp Myles Standish Mass Meltheuer Germany
NYPE: 17 Nov43  England: 25Nov43  France-ETO: 6 Jun 44 - 25,26,30.32.34 BPE: 26 Nov 45 fredes Tank Bn, Medium M -Oct 42:
Tank Bn N-2 Dec 43: 0-15 Apr 45) [partially configured as flamethrower in Nov 44)

744th Light Tank Battalion 27 Apr 42 Cp Bowie Tex as Tank Bn, Light 7 2 Nov 45 Cp Patrick Henry Va Olpe Germany
BPE: 28 Dec 43 England: 9Jun 44 France-ETO: 30 Jun 44 - 25,26,30,32,34  HRPE: 2 Nov 45 {Light Tunk Bn'} -8 Mar 44: K 24 Mar 45)

745th Tank Battalion 15 Aug 42 Cp Bowie Tex as Tank Bn, Medium /27 Oc¢t 45 Cp Kilmer N J. Chet Czechoslovakia
NYPE: 19 Aug 43 England: 25 Aug 43  France-ETO: 6 Jun 44 - 25.26,30.32.33 NYPE: 25 Oct 45
[M 1Sepd42: Tunk BnN 2 Dec 43; 0-30 Apr 45)

746th Tank Battalion 20 Aug 42 Cp Rucker Ala as Tank Bn., Medium / 26 Oct 45 Cp Shanks N.Y. Gaimersheim Germany
NYPE:29Jan44 England: 9Feh44 France-ETO: 6 Jun 44 - 25,26,30,32,34 NYPE: 25 Oct 45 {Tunk BnN 22 Oct 43; 0 30 Apr 45)

747th Tank Battalion 10 Nov 42 Cp Bowie Tex as Tank Bn. Medium /14 Jul 45 Germany redes 747th Amphibian
NYPE: 11 Feb44 England: 23 Feb44 France-ETO: 7 Jun 44 - 26,30,32,34 (Tank Bn N-22 Nov 43: 0-15 Apr 45) Tank Bn
[partially configured as Flumethrower. Nov 44)

748th Tank Battalion 20 Aug 42 Cp Rucker Ala as Tank Bn. Medium /19 Sep 45 Cp Patrick Henry Va Hart Germany
NYPE: 31 Mar 44 England:6 Apr44  France-ETO: 18 Jul 44 - 25,26,32,34 HRPE: 19 Sep 45 (redes Tank Bn, Medium [Special] under
G 20 Apr 43 PP: Medium Tank Bn. Special under H-8 Feb 44: Tank Bn under N 31 Oct 44: O -16 May 45) {assigned th Armd Div 19 Jul 45)

749th Tank Battalion 2 Dec 42 Cp Bowie Tex as Tank Bn. Medium /19 Sep 45 Cp Shanks N.Y. Langenbourg Germany
NYPE: 11 Feb44 England: 23Feb4d  France-ETO: 6 Jun 44 - 25.26,30.32.34 NYPE: 18 Sep 45 (Tank Bn N-22 Nov 43; 0 -30 Apr 45]
{assigned 6th Armd Div 12 ful 45]

750th Tank Battalion 1 Jan 43 Ft Knox Ky as Tank Bn. Medium /16 Dec 45 Cp Kilmer N.J. Bernburg Germany
BPE: 155ep44  England: 22Sep44  France-ETO: 30ct 44 -25,26,34 NYPE: 14 Dec 45 {Tank Bn N-18 Oct 43: 0-30 Apr 45)

7518t Tank Battalion 1 Jun 41 Ft Benning Ga as Tank Bn, Medium /1 Oct 45 Italy Prato Centenaro ltaly
NYPE: 5 Aug 42 England: 17 Aug42 N Africa: 15 Jan 43 Italy: 9 Sep 43 - 24,29.31,33,35,38 (Tank Bn under N-5 Dec 43 Hiardo ltaly: X

752nd Tank Battalion 1 Jun 41 Ft Lewis Wash as Tank Bn, Medium / * Bolzano Italy
NYPE: 5 Aug 42 England: 18 Aug42 N.Africa: 17 Jan 43 ltaly: 12 Jan 44 - 29,31.,33,35,38 (M- 1 Oct 42: Tank Bn under N-18 Jan 44:

0-20Jun 45) (known as 2642nd Armored Replacement Battalion 21 Mar 43-18 Jan 44 - per 3rd Ind Hys Fifth Army which GO# 31
inactivating Tank Bn was rescinded)

753rd Tank Battalion 1 Jun 41 Ft Benning Ga as Tank Bn. Medium /15 Jan 46 Cp Patrick Henry Va Kaufbeuren Germany
HRPE: 24 Apr43 N.Africa: 26 May 43  Sicily: 10Jul 43 ltaly: 9 Sep43 France-ETO: 15 Aug 44 - 25,26,29,34,35,36,37
{M-9Sep 42: Tank Bn N-29 Mar 44; 0-20 Apr 45)

754th Tank Battalion 1 Jun 41 Pine Camp N.Y. as Tank Bn, Medium/31 Dec 46 Korea

NYPE: 23]Jan 42 New Caledonia: 12 Mar 42 Guadalcanal: 14 Aug 43 (Co Carrived Guad 4 May 43) Bougainville: 1 Jan 44
Philippines: 97an 45 - 14,16 [redes Tank Bn [Light] 15 Jan 42: 1.7 Nov 42: Tank Bn under N-15Nov 43; 0-9 Feb 45)

{attached Americal Div 24 May 42-3 Apr 43)

Manila Philippines less Co D at
Bagabag Philippines

755th Tank Battalion 1 Jun 41 Cp Bowie Tex as Tank Bn. Medium / 8 Sep 45 Italy La Marchesa Italy
NYPE: 6 Aug 42 England: 17 Aug 42 N.Africa: 17 Jan 43 Italy: 3 Nov 43-29,31,33,35 {Tank Bn under N-10 Jan 44: 0-24 Apr 45)

756th Tank Battalion 1 Jun 41 Ft Lewis Wash as Tank Bn, Light / 8 Feh 46 Cp Kilmer N J. Salzburg Austria
NYPE: 13Jan 43 N.Africa: 25]an 43 (Cos A.Cin N.Africa- 8Nov 42 Haly:17 Sep43 France-ETO: 15 Aug 44 - 23,25,26,29,34,35,37
NYPE:7 Feb 46 (1-21 Aug 42: redes Tank Bn St Agata Italy under N-15 Dec 43: 0-20 Apr45)

757th Tank Battalion 1 Jun 41 Ft Ord Calif as Tank Bn. Light /8 Oct 45 Italy Manzano Italy
NYPE: 5Mar43 N.Africa: 18 Mar 43 Italy: 28 Oct 43 -29,31,33,35 (L - 14 Mar 42: Tank Bn under N-12 Jan 44;: 0-18 Apr 45)

P ol i Fieht 95 Senas aly Bassina Italy
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ARMY CROUND FORCJE,LS hOARD B
MTQUSA 4

Report No, 343 | 16 March 1945.

REPORTS OF ACTION OF THE 751ST TANK BATTALION

(Reported by Colonel T. Q, Donaldson, Jr., Cavalry)

Observer's note: 1. Attadhed as Inclosures 1 and 2 are reports of ac-
tion of the 751st Tank Battalion in support of attacks launched by the 10th
ountain Division of the IV Corps on 19 February and 3 March 1945.

2. These reports were prepared by Major C. J. Madden, commanding the
751st Tank Battalion, Mediterranean Theater of Operations, and were obtained
by Colonel T. Q. Donaldson, Jr., Cavalry, Army Ground Forces Board Observer.

3. Major Madden describes quite vividly the close support given the
infantry by tanks and tank destroyers during these engagements which were
outstanding examples of mountain combat in this theater.

4. The Army Ground Forces Board observer, Colonel Donaldson, was pre-
sent with the 10th ifountain Division during the first three days of the at-
tack on Mt. Belvedere, and witnessed the magnificent cooperation and coordi-
nation of all arms~-tanks, tank destroyers, artillery and air (Rover Joe)
with the infantry,
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CONFIDENTIAL ‘ ’

HEADQUARTERS
751ST TANK BATTALION
APC # L6L
U. S. ARMY

REPORT OF ACTION--MT. BSLVEDERE ATTACK

'D' Day for the attack against the Mt. Belvedere--iit, Della Torraccia
Ridge was set for 19 February, but the big plan in which this battalion pars
ticipated was put into effect on 18 February, or 'D' - 1. The preliminary
portion of the main attack was made against the Pizzo Di Campiano-}t. Serra-
siccia Ridge in crder both to unbalance the enemy's defenses and to gain the
high ground for observation during the attack against Belvedere itself.

Troops of the 10th Mountain Division, in conjunction with Brazilian for-
ces of the lst Infantry Division, BEF, carried through the principal offen-
sive, but the action on 'D' - 1 was exclusively the work of the 86th Moun-
tain Regiment, 10th lMountain Division. Throughout both periods, all armor
supporting the infantry was under the direct command of Headquarters 751st
Tank Battalion.

On 'D' - 1, one platoon of medium tanks with 76-mm guns, plus one platoon
of Tank Destroyers from Company "A", 701st TD Battalion, formed fire support
for infantry troops assaulting the Mt. Mancinello--Fizzo Di Campiano area.
Tanks were in positions at 1482142, 1473138, and L471133; the TD's at LA493141
and LLEB152. At the completion of this mission, the platoon of TD's remained
in that area, but the platoon of tanks returnzd to the control of its parent
company (Company "B", 751st Tank Battalion), preparatory to supporting the
infantry attack scheduled the next morning against Mt. Belvedere,

In addition to the entire battalion strength of tanks, Company "A",
701st TD Battalion was attached to this headquarters to be used as a supple-
ment to the supporting role the tanks were to assume. For the action to be
opened on 'D' Day all the armor was broken down into five (5) different for-
ces, each of which was to be employed in a different sector of the front and
in support of different infantry slementes. The 'Froman Force', under the com-
mand of lst Lt. Floyd N. Froman, Company "B", 751st Tank Battalion, consisted
of two (2) platoons of medium tanks from Company "B", and one platoon of light
tanks from Company "D", 75lst Tank Battalion. This force was to support the
attack of the 87th Mountain Regiment in such a manner as to permit one pla-
toon of mediums and the platoon of lights to bz used in firing on the C.
Florio (L505174), C. Valle (L502178), Polia (L508176) line, while the other
platoon of mediums was held in reserve, to be used when the infantry moved
into Valpiana (1518183)., This res=rve platoon of medium tanks was the same
platoon that had supported the assault on Fizzo Di Campiano and it had moved
to positions in the vicinity L471141 - L472137 to prepare for its new mis-
sion. At the same time, the 3rd platoon, Company "B" had moved into firing
positions at L508166, from where sufficient fields of fire could be obtained
to provide adequate support to the advancing infantry. The lst platoon, Com-
pany "D", 751st Tank Battalion, the platoon of light tanks attached to the
Froman Force, was stationed in the vicinity of Querciola (1512162) to act as

Incl 1 -1- CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL -2 -

outpost until such time as the attack moved through it,

The second force, under 1lst Lt. Thomas J. Murphy of Company "D", was
composed of the 2nd platoon of mediun tanks from Company "B" and the 3rd
platoon of light tanks of Company "D", supporting the attack of thes 85th
fountain Regiment in its advance across the high ground from Mt. Belvedere
(L523177) to M. Della Torraccia (L558203). These platoons assembled in the
vicinity of Querciola, but moved with the advance of the infantry to L520170
as progress was made toward the peak of Mt. Belvedere on the first day of the
attack.

A third force consisting of the 1lst and 3rd platoons, Company "C", 751st
Tank Battalion and the 2nd platoen, Company "D'", commanded by Captain Alan R,
Guttridge was placed in support of the 86th Mountain Regiment, to fire upon
order of this battalion headquarters on positions along the Mt, Belvedere -
{dt. Castello ridge. The lst platcon had firing positions at L565158, the 3rd
platoon at L548167, and the 2nd platoon, Company "D'" at L546182.

The fourth and fifth forces were both under the operational control of
Captain Lee E. Neville, Company "A", but the fourtl: was commanded directly by
Captain Ira P. Harrington of this battelion and was comprised of the 2nd pla-
toon of Company "C" and one platoon of TD's from the 70lst TD Battalion. The
mission of this group was to support the attack of the lst Infantry Division,
BEF against Mt. Castello (L567192) from firing position at Bombiana (L585133).
The fifth force was wade up of the three platoons of tanks of Company MAN,
with the same mission as the fourth group, but firing from Riola (L650198).

All assault guns of the battalion, formed into a single platoon, com-
manded by lst Lt. Joseph W. Lengyel, were utilized in an artillery role at
L611166 under the direction of 424 Field Artillery Group. The mortar platoon
was not employed as a unit,

Such were the positions of all units assigned and attached to this bat-
talion at 'H'-hour 'D'-Day, 19 February, 19,5.

As the attack advanced in the left sector, the 3rd platoon, Company "B"
and the lst platoon, Company "D" were not called upon to move from their pre-
viously selected supporting positons. However, on 20 February, the 1st pla-
toon, Company "B" was required to move through Corona toward Valpiana
(L519983) in order to reinforce the infantry troops occupying the latter
town. In process of making this move, the platoon encountersd extensive mine
fields in the vicinity of Corona. Though such & situation had been contem-
plated and sweeping by engineers had been effected previous to the tanks'
advance, it proved impdssible to detect and remove all the mines. The result
was that two tanks from the ist platoon were damaged. “hen the road had bean
sufficiently swept for the tanks to continue their advance, the platoon pro-
ceeded to Valpiana, occupied good defensive positions, and assistad the infan-
try in consolidating the newly-won ground.

To the immediate right of this sector, the Murphy Force had been reduced
to one platoon of medium tanks, the 2nd platoon of Company "B". The 3rd pla-
toon of Company "D", originally a part of this group, was transferred to the
control of the Guttridge Force on 20 February and moved to the vicinity of
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CONFIDENTIAL . ‘

Gaggio Mentano (L551167). The same change was made in the status of the lst
platoon, Company "D" when it was removed from the control of the Froman Force,
after the attack had been mounted.

As the 2nd platoon of Company "B" moved up the slopes of Mt. Belvedere,
its progress was seriously hampered by mines, even more thickly planted than
these found in the vicinity of Corona. The platoon leader's tank was totally
destroyed, but the platoon succeeded in gaining the top of the mountain and
went into pesition east of the peak at 2122004, at points immediately behind
infantry front-line posts,

As the 86th Mountain Regiment progressed in its attack across the ridge
from Mt. Belvedere toward }t. Castello, the Guttridge Force was ordered to
move from its original firing positions to Cappela Di Ronchidos (L544186).

It was necessary that zxtensive work be done by enginsers of the 10th Moun-
tain Division, but with their aid, the vehicles succeeded in fulfilling a
seemingly hopeless mission. Contact was made with the infantry in its advance
and the tanks were able to reinforce the forward positions against inevitable
counterattacks.

Forces Harrington and Neville played no part in the initial stages of
the attack., The 1st Infantry Division, BEF did not inaugurate its advance
until the American units had reached Hill 1053 (L548189). Then both these
groups of armor were prepared to lay defensive fires in case of counterat-
tack and to engage targets of opportunity upon call or observation. When the
Brazilian troops had occupied Mt. Castello, the 2nd platoon, Company "C"
moved from its firing position in Bombiana to Abetaia (L577190) to act as a
roadblock against possible counterattack., In so doing, one tank struck a
mine and was partially damaged. In subsequent action against their positions,
the tankers of this platoon were credited with taking six (6) prisoners.

Throughout the action engaged in by these five forces of armor, the chief
obstacles to advance proved to be mines. In view of the fact that the enemy
had had at least three (3) months to prepare his defensive positions, he had
organized his terrain thoroughly. In the vicinity of Corona and t. Belve-
dere, box, Teller and Toff mines were utilized with a diabolical cleverness
seldom before encountered by this unit. 1In addition, across the high ground
of the ridge, anti-personnel stake mines were prepared in such an intricate
pattern that advance by the infantry was practically impossible without con-
stant resort to bangalore torpedos and other demolitions requisite to clear-
ing a path of advance. In many instances, these stake mines were found plan-
ted at intervals as small as five (5) feet. In the right sector--that is,
around Abetaia--a variation of the Toff mine, composed wholly of pressed
papier-mache and glass, with only a small piece of metal used as a detonating
fuze, was met for the first time by this battzalion.,

After having taken their positions alone the crest of the high ground of
the Belvedere Ridge, the tankers utilized their excellent observation to the
utmost advantage and gave splendid accounts of both their ability and their
weaponis, Besides firing unnumerable missions on obscrved ehemy activity and
personnel, they were credited with silzncing a battery of 88's and with the
destruction of two (2) identified'Mark IV tanks. At times, targets were ob-
served that could not be reached by the wsapons available on the tanks; so,
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CONFIDENTIAL - L -

tank personnel observed and adjusted artillery fire that resulted in the de=
struction of more enemy materiel. '

Communications during the operation followsd the routine procedure within
the battalion net, but it was imperative that the various groups of armor
maintain constant contact with the infantry troops they were supporting.

This necessitated the employment of SCR's 3CC in order that a commorn ‘re-
quency might be found between the infantry and the tanks. It has been only
recently that tank units were authorized these SCR's 300, Previously, hav-
ing only the standard SCR 508, 528, or 538, tank units were seriously handi-
capped by a lack of tank-infantry communications. Even though it has been
impossible to obtain the full quota of SCR's 300 now authorized the battalion,
the few with which the tank companies have be=en equipped have proved of in-
estimable value. At such time as full issue is reczived, there will be a
sufficient number of sets to provide saven (7) for eaci of the four (4) line
companies. At present, only half that number is avallable,

In addition to radio contact, the commander of each armorcd unit main-
tained personal liaison with the infantry headouarters he was supporting.
This battalion headquarters had a representative at the command post, 10th
Mountain Division, with which wire communication was, of course, constant.

The problem of supply was aggravated by the inaccessible rositions in
which the tanks were placed. Eefore the platoons of Company "C'" and Company
"D could be supplied at Cappela Di Ronchidos (L542187), it was necessary to
obtain fifteen (15) mules to provide transport from the last point approach-
able by vehicles. Constant deterioration of ground due to thawing created
an increasing problem, so that the 2nd platoon of Company "B", atop t. Bel-
vedere, had to call for mules to bring its supplies, also. With thes2 ex~
cepticns, supply procedure remained normal.

Maintenance was left at the disposition of the integral company mainten-
ance sections. T“hen the two tanks of Company "B" were lost to mines at Corona,
they were evacuated by battalion maintenance, but there was no other instance
that the companics were not able to handle.

Fersonnel losses were light, considering the action in which the unit
was employed. “hen the platoon leader's tank, 2nd platoon, Company '"B" was
destroyed by mines on the approach to ift. Belveders, the platoon leader and
one member of his crew were blown clear of the vehicle, but the remaining
three crew members were killed, Otherwise, the majority of personnel loeses
were occasioned by artillery fire, after the tanks had gained their final po-
sitions. It was in this masner that the battalion executive officer was
killed during an inspection of forward positiocns. Supurvision by officers
of supply and organizational maintsnance was close at all times and injurics
were suffered by both the Battalion S-4, Captain Wendell .. Moyer, and lst
Lt. James S. Rowley, Maintenance Officer, Company "C", At the beginning of
the attack, the assigned strength of the battalion was slightly less than
that authorized, but the casualties sustained did not critically affect its
combat efficiency.

It is felt that concerted action between the infantry and armored units
reachad a high standard during this operation. At nc time were the foot
troops left without armored support during the approach to the objective.
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Once the objectives were obtained, and the tanks were placed in wvulnerable

forward positions, they always had close-in protection provided by the in-
fantry.

/t/ C. J. MADDEN,
Major, 751st Tank Bn,
Commanding.

-5- CONFIDENTIAL
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HEADGQUARTERS
7518T TaNK BATTALICN
APO #L6L
U. S. ARMY

REPORT OF ACTION - CASTEL D'AIANC

There was only one way to get to Castel d'Aiano and the road led through
a narrow corridor at the end of which lay the objective. The necessity of
occupying high ground to protect the flanks of any advance has become prob-
ably the basic premise of operations in Italy, and so it was here. But there
was an added difficulty. Before the advance could even be undertaken, the ap-
proaches had to be cleared, and the Mt. Belvedere - Mt. Castello Ridee domi-
nated the entrance into the valley before Castel d'Aiano. The single road
passed sinuously through a precipitous gap at !falandrone - L571197 - and as
long as the enemy occupied the high ground looking directly into the gorge, it
was only a matter of pulling the lanyard to pour murderous fire onto the road.
The battle for Castel d'Aiano really began on 18 February when the assault
against Mt., Belvedere was launched.

'D'-Day was scheduled for 1 March 1945; 'H'-Hour was to be at 07004,
The 1Qth Mountain Division, with supporting armor and artillery, was to at-
tack two regiments abreast astride the road. The artillery was to open a
20-minute preparation preceding 'H'-Hour. The armor = Company "A", 76Cth
Tank Battalion, Companies "B" and "C", 7Clst TD Battalion, and Zompany "D",
126th Engineer Battalion, all commanded by Headouarters 751st Tank Battalion-
was to jump off with the infintry at 'H'-Hour. Air support was to be di-
rected against specified targets consisting of road junctiocns, bridges,
known enemy eaprlacaements, and motor transport. BEut thines didn't go that
way, for the attack was twice postponed, and finally materialized on 3 “arch,

The plan of “opsrutisns required that the tank and TD companies be broken
up into two different forces.. The Commanding Officer, Company "B", 70lst
TD Battalion was given control of one platoon of Company "A", 760th Tank Bat-
talion in addition to his own company and placed in support of the 26th .oun-
tain Regiment, attacking on ths left of the road. The force on the right
consisted of two platoons, Company "A", 760th Tank Battalion and Company "C",
701st TD Battalion, supporting the &7th Mountain Regiment, The Commanding
Officer, Company "C", 70lst TD Battalion l2d this group. For the sake of
clarity, we'll call the one on the left the M"Ault Force', and the one cn the
right the "Patch Force", In addition, there was a base of fire formed at
Casa Di Bombiana - L587190 - by the 2nd platoon, Company "C", 751st Tank Bat-
talion and the 1lst platoon, Company "A", 70lst TD Battalion, An excellent .
field of fire lay before them and thsy could cover the movement of the first
units across the Line of Desparture. Tt wasn't until the infantry had secured
the objectives that these positions lost their advantage and the platoons w=are
moved.

It was not contemplated that the "Patek Forcs" be committed to action
until the infantry had occupied and secured objectives, ab which time a pla-
toon of tanks was to join an infantry company in forming a roadblock at
Pietra Colora - L596221, Company "C", 70let TD Battalion was employed as
artillery prior to the openihg of this action, and stayed there on an alert

Incl 2 -1 - CONFIDENTIAL
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status, prepared to move out on two-hour's notice. hen the time arcse, its
mission would be to drive into Castel d'Aiano itself with the 85th Yountaln
Regiment. The "Anlt Force", however, was prepared to move in conjunction
with the infantry from the very beginning of the attack, lean-fregging from
position to position, constantly over-watching, prepared always to engage any
targets delaying the advance of the foot troops.

Captain Ault moved his force and the two platoons of tanks that were to
go with Captain Patch into an assembly area at L573L75 at 01304 on the morn—
ing of 3 March. From this area, the TD's, preceded by two platoons of tanks,
noved out the next morning in plenty of time to be at the Iine of Departure
by O700A. As the infantry moved forward, so did the armor, but the nature
of the terrain forced the vehicles into canalized positions on the road.
Recause of continued close-in reconnaissance made right behind the infantry's
front line, the armored vehicle commanders were able to find excellent posi-
tions from which comprehenzive fields of fire could be obtained. It was in
this manner that the infanbry had constant and immediate support while still
on the move, and that the tanks and TD's were able to move gquickly into sup-

porting defensive positions, once the objectives were occupied and consolii-
dation of positions was begun.

The attack had an ominous beginning, for during the march to the Line of
Departure, before even starting through the artillery bull's-eye that Mal-
androne had turned out to be, a tank of Company "A", 760th Tank Battalion
ran off the road, threw a track, and was out of action a% once. The remain-
ing four tanks cortinued the march, and fortunately this proved to be a case
when a bad beginning means a good ending.

The infantry's first objective was Mt. Terminsle and the strongpoint at
Tola - L566218 - both of which had to be cleared before objectives could be
taken. Soon after the advance began, the remaining four vehicles of the lead-
ing tank platcon left the road and started across the ridge toward ''t. Della
Vedebtta - L585223. It was an unfortunate move, for the terrain was definite-
ly not suitable. Qne tank got as far as 1572209, another went on to L574208,
and two even climbed to L579217, but the result was that three vehicles threw
tracks and were immobilized for a good portion of the day. Due to remarkable
work by the tank company's malntenance section, the vehicles were back in ac-
tion in record time, but valuable fire power had been lost for sev=ral hours.
The one tank still mobilz was taken by Captain Visher, Commanding Cfficer,
Company "A", 760th Tank Battallon, to accompany him as he led the advancing
armored column,

Meanwhile, the infantry at ¥t. Terminale had been held up by determinaed
yesistance from Ilola - 1566218, The Germans had barricaded themselves in the
cellars and were firing from houses that had bsen converted into forts-in-
miniature. The presence of armer was needed urgently: so, the platoon of iD's
that led the advance moved up to road junction 908 - L569216 - where they
could actually gain entry to the town and clear it of enexy. Cnce the immed-
jate job was completed, the platoon remained in town until it was called the
next afternoon to take defensive positions along the infantry line atop anoth=-
er objactive,
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During the fight for Iola, progress was going well on the right. The in-
fantry of the 87th Mountain Regiment had occupied one objective and was far
along the way to another. Since the armor had been unable to follow them
across the ridge, the foot troops moved alone onto il. Della Vedetta and into
the town of Fietra Colora - L570221.‘ A roadblock was established there and
was intended to be reinforced by a platoon of tanks that had been moving
north from the Line of Departure since 0930A. It takes only a short timas to
tell, and opposition from the enemy was not intense, but the terrain was
grueling for the doughboys and it was late afternoon before they could enter
Pietra Colora and were in need of the extra protection tanks would give their
forward positions. The tanks were not moving too rapidly, either, for to get
to Pietra Colora, they were forced to go north all the way to the road junc-
tion at Canevaccia - L587236 - and then turn back southeast toward Pietra
Colora.

Securing the high ground around the crossroad and making that Jjunction
tenable was a job that lasted the rest of the day. When night came, thesre was
a platoon of TD's in Iola, and two other platoons with a platoon of tanks,
gsouth of the crossroad, unsble to do anything but wzit, That night, the in-
fantry was in Fietra Colora and wantzd tank support for thair roadblock, but
the tanks ceculd not get there. Zven ifter they wars able to go on to Fietra
Colora, they were again stopped short of their goal, tnis time by demclition
and mines. Ingineers went to work immediately, but it was a big job and took
time. Before the platoon cculd move forward, its mission was changed, and it
was ordered to L600237. The lst Infantry Division, BEF, had attacked in con-
Junction with the 10th Mountain Division, occupying S. Marie Villiana -
L610215, and they werse such a short distance from Pietra Colora that the need
for an armored roadblock had been eliminated.

The attack continued at 08004, the morning of 4 ifarch, with it. Acidola ~
L597231 - and Bacucco - L605244 - as the immediate objectives., In preparation
for the breakthrough that was hoped for that day, Company "C", 701st TD Bat-
talion was moved before dawn from its artillery positions to the assembly
area at 571176, and readied to drive all the way to Castel d'Aiano if pos-
sible, o

Mt. Acidola was occupied by 09004, clearing Canevaccia sufficiently for
the crossroad to be used, and the company of TD's could continue toward Cas-
tel d'Aiano. One of the roads radiating from Canevaccia went to iontsse, a
known center of enemy activity, and it was imperative that the approaches to
it bs controlled by fire. Two platoons of TD's from Company "B", 701lst TD
Battalion, left the main supply road in the vicinity of Sassomolare -
L585242 - with the intention that one of them should continue to Hill 788 -
L588600 - while the other occupied vantage points in Sassomolar: proper,
They marked time there until Hill 788 was in our hands, then the vehicles
Started the climb. 3But once again, terrain proved the deciding factor and
it was not long before maintenanc: crews were busy replacing thrown tracks
and getting vehicles back into action:. It was a time-consuming delay that
proved an all-night job, and the next morning, the platcon was back at
1588242, the point from which it started.

The terrain was proving rough going for the infantry and on the morning
of 4 March, it was obvious that the attack would rnot be far enough advanced
by night to permit the armor's entry into Castel d'Aiano. The "Patch Force"
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continued north, firing at houses, flushing enemy infantry from cover, and
providing countless prisoners for our own doughboys, and made its plans to
take position at Maddona Di Hrasa - L6Q0247 - in sufficient strength to cover
thoroughly the town and all approaches to it.

The movement north, even on the road, was slow. Engineers had to sweep
constantly to clear a path free from mines, and at L596246 they found a bl?wn
bridge that delayed the column all night. The job was too big for the engi-
neers working with the tanks to handle on the spot, and assistance was re-
auested. It was slow in coming, and the tank dozer of Company "C", 7Slst
Tank Battalion was sent to the scene. The road was hard-surfaced, though,
and the tank dozer could do little by way of breaking it and filling in the
blow. Regular engincer equipment was needed; so another urgent request was
made, and work finally began. The next morning, at 08C0A, a message was re-
ceived from the Commanding Officer, Company "A'", 760th Tank Battalion, that
four tanks had finally been 2ble to enter iladdona Di Brasa and occupy good
firing positions. ’

At the end of the second day, the platoon of tanks originally bound for
Pietra Colora was at Sprilla - L600237, and the platoon of TD's that occupied
Iola had moved to L558225, the northernmost point of objective. From there
it could move into firing positions on the crest of the ridge and fire both
into Maserno - L55122G - and Montese - L558245. One platoon of tanks and the
company of TD's trying to get into iladdona Di Brasa were deployed in the vi-
cinity of the main supply road between the demolition at 1596245 and the
crossroad at L586236. One platoon of tanks and two platoons of TD's were in
positions in the vicinity of L588242, from where they had becn covaring the
advance of the "Patch Force" as it moved north,

That night, the 25th ‘ountain Regiment got set to by-pass Castel d'Aiano
the morning of 5 larch and to attack objectives, They would bes supported by
fire from vehicles of Captain Patch's group, and once all the high ground
had been secured, one battalion of the 87th Mountaln Regiment and the armor
would enter Castel d'Aiano and consolidate it within roadblocks on all entries
into town.

At 0800A, following the usual 20-minute artillery concentration, the in-
fantry jumped off and occupizd objectives against opposition that was consid-
erably more intense that that encountered during the previous two days. They
did not know it at the time, but that morning they were hitting elements of
the 29 PG Diviesion, quite different from the 232rd Infantry or 114th Jaeger
Division. Difficulty was met on the approach to the objective, at the villuge
of Famaticcia - L611202; co, tank and TD fire was placed on the target, suc-
cessfully reducing it. The platcon of tanks on the extreme right at Sprilla
began moving at dawn through Fianestrina - L610238 - and then neorth to join
Company "C", 701lst TD Battalion at Castel d'Alano. ‘hen it had passed
Pianestrina, a call came from the infantry requesting fire on strong points
barring their advance on i, Della Castellana. The mission was completed and
the platoon continued, but for the second time, this platoon's mission was
changed and it was ordered to remain at Pianestrina to act as security over
the road leading into Castel d'Aiano from the southeast,

The situation at Castel d'Aiano had opened so that Captain Patch found

. ‘ NFIDENTTAL




CONFIDENTIAL . '

he could take some of the vehicles in with little opposition. His command
destroyer and the command tank of Company "A", 760th Tank Battalion, with a
platoon of TD's, entered at 1100A and proceeded to clear it as much as pos-~
sible. Of course, infantry was requested immediately, but the battalion that
was to occupy did not move out until 14004, and then was delayed by resis-
tance at L6C7254. By 1630A, it was clear that troops would not be available
to outpost the armor that night. Enemy infantry was seen on the hill to the
rear of town, and the vehicles had to withdraw to their former positions at
Maddona Di Brasa. Somehow, somewhere along the line, an excellent chance to
destroy or capture enemy personnel and materiel had been lost, because the
infantry was unable to follow up an opportunity presented by an armored pene-
tration. ‘

As the infantry improved its positions the morning of 5 March, a platoon
of TD's from Company "B", 70lst TD Battalion, moved to Le Borre - L573230C -
and waited there at the infantry battalion commander's request, before moving
onto the top of the ridge after dark. However, the division commander or-
dered the platoon into position during the afternoon; so, at 1600A it pro-
ceeded to the vicinity of L57C8235., Another change was made when the platoon
moved to the vicinity of Chirichella - L584237 - to form a road block toward
Montese. The platoon of tanks originally near Sassomolare remained in place.

As the third day closed, the position of the armor was little different
from that existent at the end of the second day. '"Patch Force" was still
south of Castel d'Aiano. One platoon of tanks was at L60924L, near Pianes-
trina, and other in over-watching positions at L587242. Two platoons of Com-
pany "B", 701lst TD Battalion were in defensive positions at L570235 and at
L584237. The other platoon planned to move the morning of 6 March back into
Iola - 1567219, because its firing positions atop the ridge had become inac-
cessible and the vehicles were desired in a mor= mobile location.

During the night 5 ~ & March, infantrymen had entered and cleared out
Castel d'Aiano. The town was under intense artillery and mortar fire, but
was securely held and it was imperative that road blocks be formed on the west,
north, and east sides of town. "Patch Force" moved in on the morning of 6
liarch and set to work, with the help of engineers, to make the place impene-
trable by road. Their mission had been completed.

That is the stroy of the operational execution of the plan. It was suc-
cessful; thoroughly so, but there is another fact that must be understood be-
fore the degree of success can be appreciated. It is necessary to recall once
more the attack against ilt. Delvedere.

The 232nd Infantry Division had held the high ground from Belvedere to
the east for many months. It had resisted our patrols and small shifts of
position stubbornly, with no intention of giving up without a fight., But it
was due for relief and our attack was timed, either intentionally or inadver-
tently, when one regiment of ths 232nd was actually being replaced by the
7hlst Regiment of .the 11lith Jaeger Division. The new regiment had marched
from the east for approximately a week. The men were tired, supply was poor;
morale was low, The unit was thrown into the line as reserves, without any
opportunity for orientation. The result was that defense from ground posi-~

tions fell to pieces,
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History repeated itself at Castel d'Aiano. After the attack finally be-
gan, a very good reason appeared for its having been postponed. ‘hether it
was the prinicipal reason cannot be said. Somewhat less than 48 hours before
our attack on 3 March, the 72ist Regiment of the 1l4th Division had arrived
in the sector to relieve additional elzments of the 232nd Division. This sec-
ond offensive of ours almost developed into a complete rout among enemy in-
fantry, and once again ground defense collapsed. The first two days, pris-
oners streamed in by the hundreds, only too willing to surrender. The situa-
tion on the third day was an utter reversal.

Just as though it were two different battles on two different fronts,
the nature of opposition changed. Troops from the 29th FG Division had ar—
rived at the scene and entered the fight. Their resistance was stiff, but
it was too late. By that time, we were so concentrated arcund our objective
that they could not prevent our success.

Armor was spotted the first day of the attack as our forward elements
approached Canevaccia. Three tanks were reported retreating north, but cir-
cumstances later indicated that they were assault guns from the 914 Assault
Gun Battalion., Two extended columns of armor were rerorted on the night of
4 - 5 March, approaching from the northeast, but no attack developed. At
the time of this writing, there is no indication that the enemy intends to
commit his armor in a large scale counterattack. Not even small scale threats
have been manifested. Anti-tank fire was received in one or two isolated
cases, but throughout the attack, the main opposition was from intense artil-
lery and mortar fire, and the newly-won positions are now being harassed con-
stantly. As usual, aside from the eternally restrictive terrain, the armor
was delayed by mines and demolition,

Once again, ths necessity for constant liaison between infantry and sup-
porting armor was obvious. ‘hereas, during the I’t. Belvedere action, a few
vehicles of this battalion had SCR's 300 and could contact the infantry, in
this last mission, the armor was not so equipped. The results was that this
headquarters was called upon to furnish liaison officers. One was at divi-
sion headquarters, which is normal, but when the 85th Regiment prepared to
attack, two additional officers were requested, one for each of the assault
battalions. It was impossible to comply, and one officer from this headquar-
ters to the regiment had to be substituted. This arrangement was far from
satisfactory, because of the delay occasioned in clearing requests for fire
fron the battalion to regiment, then to the armor for execution. In one
case, by the time the reguest could be filled for fire on 3 targets, the in-
fantry had occupied the first two and only the third could be engagea. With
radio contact directly between the infantry and armor, the situation would
have been alleviated 100%.,

Supply and maintenance were normal., The two companies of 70lst TD Bat-
talion were serviced by their parent unit, and simple arrangements were made
whereby this headquarters supplied Company "A", 760th Tank Battalion.

As in the last instance when this headquarters supported the 10th Moun-
tain Division, coordination and cooperation were of 2 high standard. A ple-
toon of division engineers was an integral part of =ach of the two armored
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groups, and a third platoon was occupied constantly on the main supply road.
They suffered high casualties, but the support they gave enabled the armor

to go where it would otherwise have been halted. The work of the three ar-
mored companies involved was admirable. Though directed by a headquarters
entirely foreign from their own, and one with no troops involved, the command-
ers bent every effort to accomplish their mission, and did so with commend-
able spirit, No vehicles were lost; personnel casualties were negligible.
Their performance was admirable indeed.

CONFIDENTIAL

[s/ C. J. Madden (by JNO)
/t/ C. J. MADDEN,

Major, 751st Tank Bn,
Commanding.







EEADQUARTERS
751ST TANK BATTALION (M|

30 April 1945 gL
SUBJECI: Reports of actions with enemy. |
T0 s+ The Adjutant Gemeral, Q-”-}/ :
Washington, D. C.

]

le In complience with per. 10, AR 345-105, dated 18 Nov 1929, as amended by
Changes #2, AR 345-105, dated 15 Jan 1943, the following report of ections with the
enemy during the period 4 March = 9 April 1943, is submitted:

& Mep reference: Tunisia, 1:500;000, G.S. G%5. 4225, or 1:200,000,
G.Se 4227, T

b. General, -

(1) On PFebrusry 18, 1943, this unit, ‘comnanded by LT. CuLl. LOUIS A.
EAMMACK, 017696, Inf., was relieved froun ass:.gnment to the st Tank Group, and as-
signed to II Corps, U. S. Army.* On that date it begen movement by water, rail,
and road from a bivouac neer ST. LOUIS, ALGEHIA, to KHROUB, a distance of about 600
miles. On 25 Februery the bettalion was reassembled., | "7 Februery, the battalion
moved by rosd into the II Corps sector, where it was attached on 1 March to the
34th Infentry Division and ooccupied a bivouac in the vicm:.ty of point at 0-0972u3,
& distance of about 160 miles,

(2) The 34th Division, until 27 March, exeou‘tmd a defens:.ve mission
in the vicinity of ®OHIA (0-186204) and SBIBA (0-219078;. In conformity therewith,
the mission of the battalion was one of delay and counterattacks, fér which plans
were submittede =3

-7 ) &’
8+ PICHON, '

(1) On 4 March, the bettalion was a part of a task ﬂbrce, under the
commend of BRIGADIAR GENBRAL GAFFsY, 34th Infentry Division, which was to make a
demonstration egainst hostile forces in and about PICHON (0-750226) for the purpose
of drewing enemy troops from the British sector on the north,

(2) The battalion moved from the above bivouac asrea at 2200 hours,
that date, and marched gpproximately 30 miles in the direction of PICION to an
assembly area., Compeny "A" was pleced under the commend of COLONmL ROBERT V. WARD,
135th Infantry, the battalion, less one compeny, remaining in reserve under the
task force commander, :

(3) During 5 March, the Recomnaissence Platoon was used to assist
other elements 1in protecting the right (south; flank of the force, and, leste in the
dey, Company "A" was employed by COL. WARD to cover his withdrawsle During the
night 5-6 March, the entire force withdrew, ° ?ﬁis battalion closed in its original
bivouac at 0400 hours, 6 March., One man was killpd and two were wounded; one half-
treck vehicle was destroyed by f:.re. ~
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Itr Hg. 7olst Tk Bn (M), 30 Apr 1940, Cont'd,

de DJ TOUILA.

= (1) During the night 26-27 March the 34th Division assumed the offen-
sive with the mission of geizing the high ground south of FOONDOUK L OKBLI (u-825159;.
The bettalion moved on ®hat date from a bivouac et (0-223076), near SBIBA, to
(T-646v24,, south of HARJoB sL AIOUN, then on 27 Merch te (v=710003;, northeast
of HADJ1B.

(2; On 30 March the battelion commender received orders from the
Division commender to clear the enemy from the slopes northwest of DJ TOUILA
(7-788982). He was to employ one compeny of tenks, the assault and mortar platoonms,
one company of the 813th Tank Destroyer Battalion, and one compeny (motorized) of
the 109th Bngineer Battalion. In this hill mass on the right flank of the Divisionm,
hostile forces had artillery batteries, machine gun and mortar emplacements, ob-
servation posts, end riflemen.

(3) The attack was launched at 0800 hours from sn assault position
at (0-763023), Within the zone were wadis, which it hed been impossible to recon-
noiter, and which impeded the advance of the tenks, The foroe received fire from
weapons mentioned above and was dive bombed. However, hostile forces were cleared
from the ares, and it was believed that en imminent enemy attack from that direction
had been frustrated.

(4) Two tenks were immobilized in wadis, and set afire by the enemy.
One men was wounded, '

e. FONNDOUK EL OKBI (1st ettack) :

~ (1) On 8 april, the Division, after a brief period in a defensive
role, reassumed the offensive with the mission of securing DJ EL HAOUAREB (high
ground immediately south of FONNDOUK) as its first objeotive, and the hills to the
southeast thereof as its second objective.

(2) DJ EL HAOUAREB is & hill about 200 feet in height end 2500 meters
in length. The line of departure for the infantry was a wadi running approximately
north, end ebout 3% miles west of the first objeotive. The intervening ground was
generelly flat, partisl concealment being provided by patches of cectus, and
partial cover by occasional send hummocks. Having observation from the objeotive
end other hills north end south thereof, the enemy placed artillery fire upon all
of this ground. The gap et FONNDOUK was further defended by anti-personnel smd anti-
tank mines, well dug-in and camouflaged machine guns, anti-tenk guns, . portars,
Batteries emplaced in the high ground north of FONNDOUK placed enfilad ont of
the objective and along the HADJEB EL ATOUN-FONNDOUK roed.

(3) ' The infentry atteck, launched at 0530 hours, that date, had
failed to secure the first objective. At 1400 hours the battalion was ordered to
support the 133d and 135th Infantry Regiments in emother effort to take the hill,
Complete as to tank strengih (54), and with the assault gun platoon, the battalion
left the reserviecing point (0-749048) at 1440 hours, arrived in the assault pesition
(0-770108) about 1520 hours, pessed through the infentry, end arrived on the ground
in front of the objective at 1600 hours, at which time a 15-minute artillery con-
centration lifted, Companies "A" and "B" were in the assault, "A" on the right, each
with two platoons abreast in inverted wedge, and the third platoon in line in
supporte Compeny "C" followed in the same formation 300 yards in rear of the center,
The battalion commsnder was in the center of the entire formation, between the
assault and support companies.
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(4) The tanks, not being able to move unto the objective because
of its helight, remained in front thereof for about ten mimtes, firing on suspected
hostile installations and receiving fire from all of the above-mentioned weapons.
8ince only the infantry on the right followed the tanks, the latter returned to
the rallying point (seme as the assault position). The riflemen who did follow
the tanks to the foot of the objective fell back when the tenks left. The Il tter
returned from the rellying point to the reservicing point,.

(5) .Six tanks struck mines, and a track of a seventh was broken by

s AP projeotile, Three of the above were set afire by AT fire, and the remainder

later retrieved, One officer and four men were killed, end six men wounded,

. £o PFONNDOUK (24 attack)

~ (1) At U716 hours, 9 April, the battalion (less one compeny, was
again ordered to support the infantry in enother attack on the same objective.
Thirty-one tanks and the assault gun pletoon left the reservicing point at 0755
hours, reached the assault position about 0840 hours, attacked, end reached the ob-
Jeotive at 0900 hours, Companies “B" and "C" were employed abreast, "C" on the
right, each with :lta platoons as in the previous attack.

(2) .They passed through the infentry end remsined on the ground im-
mediately in front of the objeotive for fifteen or twenty minutes, agaln firing on
suspected emplacements and receiving hostile fire, Two tanks of the right compeny
collided, each bending a sprocket end did not reach the objeoctive, No friendly
artillery oconcentration had been ordered. Since the riflemen did not follow, the
tanks reb.xrned ‘o tha rallying point, leaving four dameged by mines, All were later
retrieved, An engine oll line of another tenk was broken, probably by shell frag=-
mes:;;d but the tank returned under its own power. OUne men was killed and four
WO o

g« FONNDOUK (3d attack) .

(1) At 1120 hours, a third attack was ordered by the Division come
mander, this time with the main effort in the left (morth; half of the zone of the
right (133d) regiment, The twenty-six remeining tenks moved from the assault
position at 1215 hours, one ocompany penetrating the gap in the ocenter of the ob-
jeotive, The tanks remsined on that ground for about ten minutes, and since the
infentry sgein did not take the objective, they returned to the rallying point. by
division order, Of two tanks hit by enti-tenk gun fire, one returned to the
rallying points The engine of & third was set afire, probably by plunging tracer
or incendiary bullets.s A fourth had a mechenical failure, and a fifth was immobilized
in a wadie All five were later retrieved. One officer and four men were lkilled,
and one man wounded, By division order, the remaining tanks returned to the re-
serviocing point, . .

It was learned later thét the first objective was taken-at 0715 hours

and the second at 1020 hours the follom.ng day, 10 April, : //

9 Inclse 10UIS A. HAMMACK,
#1-5-3 Journal for 4 Mar 194% - w+ L%. Col., 751st Tenk Bn (M),
#2-8-3 Journal for 5 Mar 1943 ,w 0 -7 i Cormending
#3-5-3 Journal for 6 Mar 194% §
#4-8-3 Journal for 30 Mar 19¢3- 4> s
#6-5-3 Journal for 31 Mer 1943 - - 47V 7
§#6-5-3 Journal for 7 Apr 1943 - o
#7=-5-3 Journel for 8 Apr 1943 .- . -
#8-8-3 Journal for 9 Apr 1943 '

#9-Mups Tunisia: 1:50,000, GS GS 4225, Sheets 62, 63, 70 a
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ADQUARTERS
75 T TANK BATTALION (3M)
L | APO #306

27 Sept. 1943

SUBJECT: Report of Action Against the Enemy, 3 September 1943 through
19 September 1943.

TO 4 The Adjutant General, Washington, D. C., U. S. Ao
(Thru) Commanding General, 36th Infantry Division, APO #36, U. S. Army.

I In compliance with paragraph 10, AR 345-105, as changed by Changes
#3, dated 9 March 1943, the following report of actions with the enemy dumng
the period 3 September -~ 19 September 1943, is submitted:

Map references: ITALY, 1:50,000, GeS. GeSe 4229.

1. Attached to the 36th Infantry Division for the operation
nAvalanche" the personnel of the 75lst Tank Battalion (i) with all its
ecquipment and material embarked in the harbors of MERS EL KABIR and
ORAN, ALGERIA, on 3 September 1943. All the necessary preparations and
plans were made long before the hour set for embarkation. Vehicles and
crews were divided into "D Day, D + 2, and D + 7 groups and divided
among twelve transports.

The voyage was uneventful from the start. As yet the personnel
aboard were not informed of our destination; this much awaited information
came the next day while we were at sea,

The news of the capitulation of ITALY reached our convoy a few
days later and all began to speculat.e on the type of reception awaiting
us in ITALY, This was not long in coming. On 8 September at about
2300 B we arrived in the transport area and dropped anchor in the calm
sea off.the West coast of IT.LY between SALERNO and AGRIPQLI.

2. Company "A'" of our battalion was attached to the 141st Infantry
Regiment for this operation. In accordance with the plan the first platoon
of the company was scheduled to disembark before day~break on "D" Day
(9 September) and support the infantry in a "flying colum! movement with
view of entering AGRIFOLI from the East. The LCM's carrying the tanks of
this platoon after two unsuccessful attempts to land on the "Blue! beach
menaged to land one (1) tank at 15¢¢ B and four (4) tanks at 173F B on the "Redn"
beach, . This was accomplished only because of the undying spirit of our
men who would allow nothing to stop them in attaining their objective.
Next our tanks were ordered to move into the assembly area approximately
four hundred (400) yards from the "Red!" beach,

The second platoon landed one (1) tank on "Red" beach at @83/ B and
one (1) at 11¢# B, Both of them went into action assisting the infantky work-
ing toward the '"Yellow" beach, Another tank wes landed at 1¢@¢ B and|was
immediately commandeered by a general officer to provide transportati¢n
for him; The remaining two tanks were landed the next day 10 qeptenb
and proceeded inte the co agsembly area,
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The third platoon landed all its tarks on the "3lue" beach.
One (1) at #93@ B which proceeded inland destroying two (2) MK L special taonks
and one (1) AT gun. However, as it approached a main highway it was
destroyed by an AP shot in the turret, fired from an MK 4 tank concealed
off the roads This was our first set-back. The radio tender gunner, Private
1st Class Robert L. Mendenhall of Indianapolls, Ind. was killed., Sergeant
Tomes M. Glasheen of Fulerton, California, tank commander and three (3)
other mémbers of the crew, Tech., 5th Gr, Norbert J. Anchulis of (leveland,
Ohio, Private Hugh A, Asunto of Ironwood, Michigan, and Private George A.
7ilka of Lakewood, Ohio, were wounded. The second tank landing at 133¢ B
moved into a defiladed position near the highway and later joined Company
nc" tanks. The remaining three (3) tanks reached land during the night
of 9 and 10 September and moved into the bivouac area occupied by the lst
platoon,

3. In the plan for operation Company "B' was attached to the lh2nd
Infantry Regiment and was to have Jjoined that organization on "D" Day;
one (1) platoon before daylight. However, due to insufficient number of
landing barges it disembarked on the afternoon of "D" Day and moved into
the battalion area in vicinity of N-856072,

Le The remainder of the battalion scheduled to land on "D" Day
landed on the afternoon of that day and during the night of 9 and 10
September., It was attached to the 1l43rd Infantry Regiment for the landing
operation and immediately proceeded into the assembly area in the vicinity of
N-856060, At 203 B, VOCG, 36th Infantry Division were received:

1. To detach one (1) company to the 14lst Infantry Regiment to
proceed to CR at N-859013 for further instructions from CO, of 1lilst
Infantry Regiment reporting there before daylight 10 September; 2. To
defend the beach head from positions vicinity N-816068; 3., The remainder
of the battalion to occupy defensive positions East and iWest of the highway
at N-858072. At 2348 B five (5) tanks of Company "B" left for area N=-816068,
At 233¢ B Company "C" moved to CR at N-859013 to occupy defensive positions
on the East and West sides of the main road to defend this section from a
possible armored attack from the South., At 2345 B the remainder of the
battalion moved into ordered positions and established its CP at N-856072.

5¢ On the morning of September 10th Company "C" while in its
defensive location along the South of the road from S-873989 to S-878989
furnished artillery support for the 1l4lst Infantry in its attack on the
hills to the South. After completion of this mission our tanks rallied
in the Southern half of the 5-8799 grid square to await further orders,
On the same morning at 1¥3¢ B Company "C'" moved out Southeast to search
for snipers and machine gun emplacements which were harassing our infantry.
Returning at 13@¢ B to its former rallying position and taking up defensive
positions in order to protect against armored attack from the South, South-
west and East,




Members of the Company other than the tank crews were engaged
in reconnaissance and demolition work to the South,

On 13 September 187% B the CO of Company "C" received arders to
report to the CG, 36th Infantry Division for instructions and was ordered
to move his company and occupy defensive positions vicinity N-922072 and
N-922077 to defend them against an expected armored attack from North and
East. Thile in these positions a constant contact was kept with the
50l;thi,‘Airborne Infantry,

6. At @238 B, 11 September VOCG, 36th Infantry Division were received
ordering the Battalion Commander to send one (1) company to report to
Brigadier Ceneral O'Daniél not later than @é68f B for an Amphibious operation.
A guide was to meet them at RJ N-848032. "B" Company was ordered to under-
take this mission and left @3¢ B to execute the order. At @L@F B they were
joined by five (5) tanks which were relieved from their defensive mission
vicinity N-816068, For this operation in addition to the tanks four (4)
2)-ton trucks of Service Company and one (1) half-track ambulance of the
Medical Detachment were attached to Company "B",

At 1185 B 16 September a verbal report from Company "B" reached
the Battalion Headquarters stating that they had been attached to the lst
Range? Force from @3¢ B 11 September to @2@@ B 13 September; attached
to British 10th Corps $20¢¥ B 13 September to 12¢@ B 14 September and were
then dttached to the lilst Infantry Regiment which was attached to the
45th Infantry Division. The following defensive positions were occupied
by the Company: Three (3) tanks at N-=780182, seven (7) tanks at N-805169,
five {5) tanks at N-804187, Company CP two (2) tanks at N-788164. The
company held these positions until relieved from attachment to the
45th Infantry Division at 15¢@ B 19 September returning under battalion
contrdl., During this mission Company "B" did not engage the enemy in

action'and suffered no casualties or losses.

7. On 12 September at 1@3¥ B VOOG, 36th Infantry Division were
received attaching the battalion less Company "B" and Company "C" to the
143rd Infantry Regiment with orders to proceed to vicinity of N-940135.
At 113¢ B the battalion less detachments proceeded to the designated
positions.

: The road in vicinity of N-935095 was discovered to be mined.

Due to the difficult nature of the surrounding terrain the main body of

troops were ordered to go.to the main road junction about two (2) miles
Northwest of ROCCA D'ASPIDE (0-01037) and then Northwest thry ALBANELLA
(N~948092), A few hundred yards away from ALBANELLA while passing over

a twisting mountainous road our convoy was straffed and bombed by Amerdcan
A-36 $lanes, This was purely accidental as the nature of the immediate.terrain
made recognition doubly difficult both for us and the Air Force. Two (2)

men received superficial buens and no serious damage of equipment occurred.
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Our first units arriving at RJ (N-923117) discovered that the
road to the North was heavily mined and that the bridge located at this
strategic position at N=-924122 had been destroyed by the retreating
enemy and the stream-bed mined. Further reconnaissance revealed mine
fields on all the available alternate routes and the battalion was
forced at 1615 B to take positions shown in the vicinity of N-917121-918117
and 921113. Shortly after our arrival in these positions the CO of 143rd
Infantry Regiment visited our area and ordered us to reconnoiter for
positiops in the general area N-932130 to 930134. This reconnaissance
was carried out by the battalion Commanding Officer, S-2 S-3, and the
Officers of @ompany "A" from 199¢ B to 2005 B. At 248f B the positions
shown wére occupied by the tanks of Company "A" and Battalion Headquarters.
The Headquarters Company CO aeccompanied by Assault and Mortar platoon
leaders reconnoitered for positions also and by @43¢ B of the next day
we were in positions shown on the map.

On 13 September at 1#f@ B the battalion CO, CO of Company ®A®
and the third platoon of Company "A!" were éntrusted with a mission of
driving out the enemy infantry, from our artillery positions located
Southeast of our area, No enemy troops were discovered in the vicinity.
Revealing their location they at once drew heavy artillery fire on them-
selves and on our artillery. Our tanks returned to their former positions
but continued to draw artillery fire for the rest of the day. The enemy
also shelled the bridge at N-918117 and the road to the North., There
were no cagualties among our forces as a result of this action.

At 180 B the battalion CO and Company "A" left their positions
to attack the enemy around the ilest and North slopes of the hill on which
ALTAVILLA (N-955147) is located. Since this attack was launched without
warning orders no reconnaissance was permitted. In addition before the
execution of the planned tank attack the battalion CQO was ordered to cut
off the enemy infantry which was moving from ALTAVILLA into the draw at
N-954143, Our tanks approaching this draw from the iJest reported friendly
infantry moving thru it toward the South. As twilight was rapidly approac.-
ing and ‘we were in a strange and unreconnoitered territory our tank crews
found it almost impossible to maneuver. One (1) tank of the second platoon
fell into a tank trap coming to rest on its side making it an excellent
stationary target for the enemy. It was hit by enemy artillery and burned.
Another tank was wedged between two banks and since it was impossible to
retrieve it, it was abandoned. The third tank developed clutch and
transmission trouble and was ordered to return to its previously occupied
defensive position. Early next morning it was hit and destroyed by enemy
tank fire,

8+ 4t @#13¢ B 14 September VCCO, 1li43rd Infantry Regiment were
received ordering the battalion minus "B" and "C" companies to return t? its
former position vicinity N-856072. This was completed at @LL5 B where it was
discovered that Company "C" had moved into positions in vicinity of N-921072.

i
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9. At @518 B VOCG were received ordering one (1) company to
occupy positions in the vicinity of N-888116 and to defend these positions
from an armored attack from the North, The designated positions were
occupied at @53¢ B at 1¢@@ B three (3) tanks of Company "i" and one (1)
tank of Battalion Headquarters moved into position in the vicinity of
N-873116 while six (6) tanks of Company "i" moved into positions in the
vicinity of N-896117. There they repulsed the expected enemy tank attack
disabling eight (8) enemy tanks five (5) of which were observed burning.
This action fought so well against a superior number of enemy tanks
cost us one (1) tank which was destroyed by AP shot in the side of the
hull and set on fire, The Tank Commander, Sergeant Samuel i/, Allan, Jr.,
of Hudsén, Ohio, was seriously wounded. Three (3) other members of the crew
received second degree burns. Upon the satisfactory completion of this
action the tanks returned to vicinity N-861070 for reservicing. Due to the
condition of personnel and equipment of Company "AM they relieved Company
ncr with nine (9) serviceable tanks at 143@ B and went into positions in
the vicinity N-921072. The three (3) remaining tanks of Commny "A"
Jjoined the €ompany that evening. :

- 10. Company "C" having been relieved by Company "A" was being guided
into positions in the vicinity of N=905126, hile enroute they were fired upon
at N-88711, by enemy tanks which were maneuvering around the flank of our
Tank Destroyers forces. The enemy tanks had advanced to arvroximately
N-887127 before they opened fire on Company "C", The Company Commander
ordered a counterattack and drove the enemy North into the concealment of
a wooded area. Upon completion of this mission Company "C" contacted the
Battalion CO and the adjacent Tank Destroyer and infantry units and under
cover of darkness went into defensive positions from N-898127 to 886123,

In this'action we suffered no losses of personnel or e juipment.

The next morning 15 September at about F73@ B enexy artillery
started;shelling Company "C" positions while enemy tanks started working toward
our tank positions froam the North, The artillery fire was returned and
enemy tanks were engaged; One (1) MK special tank was destroyed. The enemy
withdrew and the artillery fire ceased at about #9¢@ B . although heavily
shelled from 1507 to 1980 B Company "C" did not suffer any c:suclties or
damage., On the 16th and 17th September Company "C! was shelled by the enemy
both day and night intermittiently. They remained in position however and
returned fire although adjacent zcrmored units withdrew and were later ordered
to retum to their positions. On 16 September four (4) men were wounded by
shell frpagments, none seriously, one (15) of whom has already returned back o

duty. od 17 September while attempting to perform necessary maintenance on
their tanks Sergeant Victor Jones of Snoclimish, ./ashinzton and rrivete ls.
Class Joseph ‘jegarowski of Buffalo, liew York, were killed, vhile Corporal
Stanley J. Kolebuck of Toledo, Chio, was seriously wounded.

On 18 Septenmber =t 133@ B Company "C" moved into & servicing
area in‘the vicinity of N-876110, and having completed their reservicing
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at 172f B they moved to their formerly occupied positions leaving two (2)
tanks in reservicing area; one (1) for maintenance and one (1) for crew
replacement. The one (1) left out for crew replacement returned that
evening. The company moved to new positions at $73% B in the norning

in the vicinity of N~913146. At this time the Tank .arning CP which had
been established at N-898142 on the previous day by elements of battalion
reconndissance was withdrawn. .nhile in the rese:vicing area on 18 jeptember
Compeny "C" was fired upon by enemy crtillery, one (1) enlisted man being
sli;htly wounded.

~ 11l. Company "A" saw no cction other than intermittent harassing
ertillery fire while occupying the defensive positions in the vicinity
of ~921072. One (1) enlisted men was slightly wounded by a shell fraguent .
This was the only casualty.

12. ©On 19 September 1820 B Compeny "B" was relieved from attachment
to the 45th Infantry Division and directed by the CG, of the 36th Infantry
Division to report to the Battalion CO. The battelion was relieved from
attachment to the 36th Infantry Division at 220 B on 19 3September by
VOCG, VI Corps and attached to the 3rd Infahtry Division. Companies
it and "C" revorted to battalion area vicinity N-856072.

13. During all these operations the Service Company of this
battazlion performed its duties in an excellent manner,., The combat elements
were always supplied with ammunition, rations, and other necessary supplies
which were available at the dumps. During the entire operation the company
was bivouaced in the vicinity of N-856060., Battlefield supply was carried
on at night and the necessary maintenance was performed when reguired,
Both of these operations drew artillery fire and the battalion meintenance officer
was slightly wounded by shell fragments. One (1) truck driver was slightly
wounded by falling anti-aircraft shell fragments in the company area. The
company suffered no other losses in personnel or equipment,

e i

LOUIS A, HAGinCK,
Lt. Col., 751st Tank Battalion (i), ‘
Commanding,
2 Incls,
#1 - Overlay of COperations (Sheets 198 III and 198 IV, 1:50,000
lap of Italy, G.S. G.S. 4229).
#2 = $~2, 8-3 Journal, 1 Sept. through 19 Sept. 1943.
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L December 1943

SUBJECT: Report of Actien Against the Enemy, Menth of November 191+3.

Mw_w .

T0  : The Adjutant General, U, S. Army, Wash: , Do C.

(THRU) The Commanding General, 3rd Infani Division, APO #3, U.S. Army.

Map Reference: Map of Italy, 1:50, OOO' G.S. G.S. 4229, Sheets No, 172
IV, 161 III, and 160 II.

1. During the entire period covered by this report the 751lst Tank Battalion
(M) was attached te the 3rd Infantry Division, - At the opening of the peried;
Company MC" was attached to the 15th Infantry Regiment and supporting them in an
attack on the high ground West of PRESENZANO (H-é63¢82) Battalion Headquarters,
Headquarters Cempany and Company "A'" were in biveuac at N-157978, Cempany "B" was
in bivouac H-085003, and Service Company was at N-143965. Company "GM" received
artillery fire in its position in the vicinity ef H-@8¢@68 during the night 1 - 2
Nov without any loss and the next morning recennoitered for stream eressing and
went into positions at H~@87¢73, Ouring the afternocon the first plateen, Ceampany
nC", moved to H~B4Z5 to support 15th Infantry in an attack te Northwest, but upen
reaching H-5205/, was stopped by impassable terrain. On 3 Nev the Battalien, less
Service Company and Cempany "C" moved te bivouac in the vicinity ef H-@7##8¢ and

Service Cempany moved te bivouac at H<#86@#3. Bngineers were employed to assist the
advance of Company "C", and during the night 3 - 4 Nev, Battalion Reconnaissance was

used as a screen for Company "C! to protect them from enemy patrols. Company A"

moved to relieve Company "C" on 4 Nov. Three (3) Company "C" tanks had advanced to
H-#@2#71. One (1) tank of Com nG" hit a mine on A4 Nov while attempting te cross

a sunken road Nertheast of H 1. The platoan leader, 2D LT ALFRED BELANGER,

was directing the tank frem a dismounted post to its front and was severely wounded

by the explosien. He died of these wounds on 12 Nov. 8gt. John M. Clark and Pvt,

Richard J. Rojas were wounded less severely by the same explosion, Pvt Rojas remain-
ing on duty. The tanks of Lt. Belanger's platoon, Company "C!", which had succeeded

in getting across the sunken road, gave excellent support to the infantry attack.
Company "A" reached positions on 5 November from which it was able to cover

main road in the vicinity of RJ (G-988%78) to prevent its use by the enemy.
During the night of 5 November, Company "A" withdrew to a reservicing area &t
G-995@75 where it reccived artillery and mortar fire without loss. Company "B"
moved to furnish artillery support for the advance of the 15th Infantry on .

6 November and joined Company "AM" in the vicinity of G-997@97 that morning.

On the afternoon of 6 November, Company "i" moved north about one-half mile

and supported the attack of the 15th Infantry on the high ground to the west,
Bach of these tank actions were described by the infantry commander as "a good

job", Two-(2) men of Company "AM", Sgt. Elwood W. Moore and Pvt. John 0, Mc Cauley,

were wounded by artillery fire in this action and hospitalized.
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2, Company "B" received enemy artillery fire in its position at
G-997@97 on 7 November during which Tech. 5th Gr. Marion R. Sciance vas killed,
and Cpl, John L. Kosegi and lvt, lel Shannon L, Gardner were vounded and hosrite
alized, On 8 November, Company "B" assisted in artillery preparation for an ;
attack ~n Mt, ROTOIDO (G-982138) from @OfPA to #O15A and thereafter fired on ‘-
identified targets of opporturity. One (1) nlatoon ~f Company "B® supported
the infantry attack on the southeast cloves of 1, L OTOIDO engorins, = err
machiie fun positions “urin; “re aftornoon. Cowpany “LY wras then ordered to
send one (1) platoon to G-986138 and the remaining platoon to the vicinity of
G-98213¢ to join the other rlatoon there., In ihis action No, 1 tank was des-
troyed by a charge vhich blew the turret off o7 t'e tol, The crov members,
Staff Sgt. Jereph A, Talke, 5gt, varrer i, Kaag, Cpl. Valter J, licGaff, Tech,
5th Gr, James R, Kendell, and Pvt, lcl Delmar J. LicCarty, were all reported
¥illed by the explosion. These men were not the regular crew of this tank,
One (1) other tank was hit by shrapnel on the 75 11! gun and evacuated.

3. Company "A" was forced by the rains to move tn higher ground on
& November, The Company was located in firing positions at G-096@96. Two (2)
tanks and the retriever of Company "A" were stugk in the mud, Battalion Head-
quarters and Headquarters Company area received enemy artillery fire from 2338
to P1@F on 8-9 November vwith only slight equipment damage, Company "C! was
alerted and moved from its bivouac in the vicinity of H-#70080 to the vicinity
of G-CS@lR2, During this move one (1) tank of Company "C" hit a stack of
mines, reported to be American, while attempting to turn around. The tank was
destroyed by fire and one crew member, Pvt, Richard L. Reynnlds, was injured,
On the morning of 10 November Battalion Headquarters and Headquarters Company
moved to bivouac area at H-gl7@84. On the morning of 10 November, Company "B"
vas in bivouac at H-gfl1@2, Company "C" at G-09@122, Company "A" (-3rd Flatoon)
at G-982@95, and the 3rd Platoon, Company "A", was attempting to move north
ih the valley north of Company "A" area, but was held up by natural obstaclcs
of terrain, On 10 November a foot reconnaissance was made of the pass east
of Mt., ROTONDO, and engineers were informed of what was needed to make same
passable for tanks, Company "C" received heavy artillexry fire while in position
at G-99¢122 and one (1) man was slightly wounded, The Battalion Command Fost
area was shelled on the mnrning of 11 November during which two (2) men vere
slightly wounded,

4. Company "A", less the 3rd Platoon, was in bivouac at G-9940¢3, and
the 3rd Platoon, attached to the 7th Infantry, was maneuvering to get in
position at G-975112, Engineers worked continiosusly constructing tank routes
across wadis and ravines, The remainder of Company "A" received intermittent
artillery fire in its area at G-994§83 wounding four enlisted men, two of vhom
were hospitalized., On the afternoon of 12 November, Company "A" (-3rd Platoon)
received an artillery barrage in its area, causing them to move to G-G94@75.
The 3rd Platoon, Company "A", after traversing considerable difficult terrain,
gained its position at G-975112 on 13 liovember and fired on targets of orport-
unity on the nose of the high ground to the west. One (1) tank of this platoon
hit a mine as it went into positi-n and was disabled, Hard rains made it
impossible to reach this platoon with vehicles and the platoon was not able
to get out of the small valley in which it was located.
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5, On the afternoon of 11 November, Company "C® moved back to positions
at H-pgg@1¢8. Company "B" kept one (1) platoon in firing and observing position
at G=994124 on 12 and 13 November with the remainder of the Company in bivouac
at H-gg11@2 alerted for action, The Battalion Commanding Officer and Officers
of Company ®C" made a reconnaissance of the pass east of Mt. ROTONDO and found
same passable for tanks, but difficult. On 14 and 15 November, Company "C"
sent one (1) platoon each day to relieve the platoon of Company "B® at
G-994124, During the four days on which these platoons were im position, no
enemy movement was observed. Each night harrassing artillery fire was placed
on ST, Piletro and the roads leading thereto.

6. On 15 November, orders were received relieving 75lst Tank Battalion
(M) from its present positions, and on 16 and 17 November, the battalion moved
to bivouac at N-13396f, east of RIARDO for rest, receipt of replacements, and
training for the remainder of the period., The 3rd Platoon, Company "A",
attached to 7th Infantry, was unable to leave its positions until 20 November
on account of mud and soft ground caused by heavy rainms,

c:ﬁ;izz;:i:c:‘/’f;i;:?adlqa7”914‘¢a¢1f/%¢7
- LOUIS A, K
Lt. Col., 751st Tank Battalion (M) .

Commanding
3 - IHCI-

1l - Map, Italy, 1:50,000, G.S. G.S. No, 4229, Sheets 172 IV, 161 III, 160 II.
1 - Report of Casualties for Month of November, 1943,
1l - S=2, S=3 Journal for Lonth of November, 1943.
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"j\/fi,, HEADU..RTERS
' 751ST TANK BATTALION (X)
APC #306, U, 5. ARMY

A

1 December 1943

Casualties of the 75lst Tank Battalion (if) from 1 November 1943 through 30
. Noveuwber 1943:

WIA WIA Not

VCOMPANY- : KIA DCW T TA Hospitalizea Hospitalizea
Headquarters Co. O ? 0 0 &2
Service Co, 0 O 0 0 FO
Company "A" 0 0 0 W 3
Company "B" 6 0 0 2 0
Company "CW | 0 1l 0 2 2

BATYALION TOTAL 6 1 0 8 7

“ALFRED A. JARMISON, .
lst Lff 79%;; Tank Battalion (i),
S

Unit onnel Officer.
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HE.D LU RTERS
7510T Taldl BaTTALICK (00)
~FO #306, U, . RY

1 December 1943

Casualties of the 751st Tank Battalion. ((I) from 1 November 1943 through 30

Nove.ber 1943:

R DQUARTURS SCLE ALY

Filled in action
None

¥Missing in action
one

vwounded in Action (Hospitalized)
None

“Jounded in /ction (liot Hospitalized)
Farkins, Charles P, 32068074 5/5gt
Zehnder, Gottlieb 4, Jr, 35014796 Pvt 1lcl

SERVICE CC.TalY

Killed in action
None

¥issing in sction
Mone

Jounded in action (Hospitalized)
Xlone .

Licunded in .ction (Not Hospitalized)
None

COLT.NY hin

Filled in ..ction
None

Liussipg in l.ction
Mone

sounded in Jction (Hospitalized)

telauley, John O, 16152034 Pvt
ioore, Elwood i, 35260176 sgt
Laluff, [“ichael J. 37095928 T/5
Melson, Glerniar L. 35021191 Cpl

11 Noveuber 1943
11 Novenmber 1943

6 November 1943
6 November 1943
10 November 1943
12 lioveaber 1943

~

9


http:l.SS1.ng
http:l.SS1.ng

Casualties of the 751st Tank Battalion (M) from 1 Noveiber 1943 to 30 MNove.ber
incl. (Cont'd).

CCLi ANY oM (COrr'D)

Wounded in Action (Not Hospitalized)

Keisky, Richard D, 0410273 1st Lt L, November 1943
Lerschen, ""ilfred F, 37095518 Cpl 12 Novenber 1943
Sandhope, Herman V. ; 32138683 Cpl 12 Noveuber 1943

: COLPLNY uBH
Killed in Action

Sciance, :‘arion R. 35031536 T/5 7 November 1943
Palka, Joseph 4, 35021718 S/sgt 9 November 1943
Haag, Warren K. . 35155619 Sgt 9 Yovember 1943
McGaff, Walter J. 35260185 Cpl 9 November 1943
Kendell, James Ry 35260092 1/5 9 Noveuber 1943
McCarty, Delmer J. 35260121 Pvt 1lcl 9 November 1943
Missing in Action
None

Wounded in Action (Hospitalized)
Kosegl, John L, 351118 Cpl 7 Novewber 1943 -
Gardner, Shannon L. 37101683 Pvt lcl 7 November 1943

Tounded in Action (Not Hospitalized)
None

}

Killed in Action

None

COMPANY MOV

Died of #Wounds
Belanger, Alfred 01014913 2nd Lt 12 November 1943

Missing in Action

None

Wiounded in Action (Hospitalized)

Clark, John M, 7080231 gt I, November 1943
Reynolds, Richard L. 14040280 vt 9 November 1943
TWounded in Action (Not Hospitalized;

Dudick, Jchn P, 35014909 Cpl 10 November 1943
" RNojas, Richard J. 19108022 Pvt L Noveuber 1943



SUBJECT: Report of Action Aualnst the Enemy for the lonth of December, 1943.

TO : The Adjutant General, Wasihington #25, D. C., U. S. Army. A\\d
(THRU) Commanding General, 3rd Infantry Division, APO #3, U. S. Army

lap reference: Iap ITALY: 1:25,000, Gneets 161 1IT N.W. % 161 IV S. W,
Map ITALY$ 1:100,000, Fe5. ie5. #4180, Sheets 161 and 172 ?\5

l. General.

a. Duringz the period 1 = 10 Dec the 751st Tk Bn(%gs attached to 1lst Tk
Gp and sub-attached to 3d Inf. Div, and was engaged in resting and training while
in bivouac in the vicinity of N-142967, East of RIARDO, ITALY.

b. Under provisions of General Orders Number 100, Hq. Fifth Army, dated
5 Dec 1943, the “/51st Tank Battalion, Medium, was redesignated the 75lst Tank
Battalion and reorganized under T/0 and E 17-25, dated 15 September 1943, with
Bhanges No. 1, dated 2 October 1943. The period 10 - 21 Dec was alloted by Hqe
Fifth Army for the completion of reorganization and training and was used for that

DUTPOSE .,

A'ba ~50/

ce During the period 22 - 31 Dec tne 751st Tank Bn was attached to VI
Corps and 2nd Tank Gp. At 17C0A on 22 Dec the battalion departed bivouac area east
of RIARDO and closed in bivouac S.E. of PUZZILLI (Bn C.P. at H-054223). at 2L0CA
hours. This area was unsuitable for a tank battslion and needed for other purposes,
and on 23 Dec. the battalion moved to bivouac areas as follows: 2Bn. Hq, Hq Co,
and Serv. Co, at H=076222; Cos. "A" and "C" at H-078236; Co. "B" at H-073233; and
Cos "D" at H-078229. On 24 Dec a Prov. Rifle Co. was organized in accordance with
FO #2, this headquarters, dated 2L Dec, and moved to an assembly area at H=025201 ,
prepared to effect the relief of the 3d Bn, 180th Inf. in its front line positionso~.
Upon arrival in the assembly area the Prov. Co. was attached to L5th Inf. Div. |
The Assault Gun and Mortar Platoons moved into position at H-03918% and H-024205. .
respectively in support of Prov. Rifle Co. The remainder of the battalion remalﬁsak‘-J”
in the bivouac areas occupied on 23 Dec for the remainder of this periode 3

L4

2. OPZRATIONS OF THE PiOV. RIFLE CO. (751ST TK BN)(ATTACHED LSTH INF. DIV.)

© 9%/

a. At 12004 on 25 Dec the Prov. Rifle Co. organized by the 75lst Tk Bn
began its march by infiltration to occupy the positions then held by the 3d Bn,
180th Inf, At 1600A hours on the same date all troops were in position and by
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Report of Actiof

0800A on 26 Dec. all elements of the 3d Bn, 180th Inf. had been relieved. Co.
w8, 8Lth Chem Bn. was attached to the Prov, Co., and Btry ™A%, 171 F.A. Bn, and
Rene Co., 6L45th T.D. Bn were in support of the Prov. Co.

b. The mission of the Prov, Rifle Co. was to hold the high ground on
which it was located, establish an OPL as indicated on the enclosed overlay, and
conduct contact patrols: to adjacent units and reconnaissance patrols to the
front. One platoon of the Prov. Co., under 2D LT HOWARD C., SHAMBLIN, and a detach~-
ment from Bn. Ren. Plat, under 2D LT. FRANCIS A. HERNANDES occupied the towmn o
CONCACASALE (H-004215) from which point the r econnaissance patrols operated.

c. On 26 Dec. patrols captured one {1) prisoner near CONCACASALE at
09304, and gt 13304 a reconnaissance patrol encountered and captured a machine-
gun nest at H-007215; two of the enemy crew were killed., At 1730A on the same day
LT. HERNANDES and LT. SHAMBLIN were wounded by an S-mine near Hill 870 (G-997212)
and evacuated to hospital,

de On 27 Dec at about 11304 a two (2) man patrol from Prov. Coe. was
fired on by enemy rifleman near G-995230, and PVT WINEFIELD was wounded by enemy
rifle fire, The other member of the patrol fought with sub-machine gun and gre-
nades: until he was f a ced to withdraw and abandon PVI., WINEFIELD. After several
unsuccessful attempts by patrols to locate the wounded mnn, a patrol led by
Staff Sergeant CHESTER P. GARRISON recovered PVT WINEFIELD , at about 09004 on 29
Dec, whereupon the wounded man was hospitalized.

es Patrol activity was continued during the remainder of the period by
the Prove Co. 4All observed enemy movements and fires were located and reported
to Hq, L5th Inf. Div. On 30 Dec areconnaissance patrol captured one (1) prisoner
at about 0700A.

3. COMMENIS.

as, The organization and employment of a Prov, Rifle Co. by a tank
battalion is a most unusual mission requiring hizhly ‘rained svecialists to be
employed on a mission for which they are not weil trained or armed., Although the
tactical situation probably required the organization and employment of a
provisional rifle company by the 751st Tk. Bn., this source of troops to fight as
infantry should not be used except in case of absolute necessity.
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Report of Action for Dec, Cont'd.

b. The supply of the Prov. Rifle Co. and its attached and supporting
troops presented a complex problem. Supplies were deliverd to a dump near the
Comany's rear C.P. by truck, where they were picked up by a pack train consisting
of ten (10) mules. The pack train delivered the supplies as far forward as
practical to a point near the forward C.P. of the Company. At this point carry-
ing parties took over and delivered the supplies to the platoons. A total of .
about fifty (50) enlisted men were needed to operate this supply system.

L : Lt. Col., 75lst Tank Bn,
, s o \ Commanding

: : 1
R ST
v

// 5 InClSn
Incl #1-Unit Journal, 211200A-312L4004 Dec 'L3
Incl #2-Battle Casudlty Report, Month of Dec 'L3
Incl #3-Map,*Italy, 1:25,000, Sheets 161 III N.W. and 161 IV S.W.
(Enlarged from 1:50,000 Map, G.S. G.S. #4229)
Incl #4-Mp ,. Italy 1:100,000, G.S. G.S. #1180, Sheets 161 & 172.
Incl #5-Unit Journal, Prov. Rifle Co. (751lst Tk Bn), 24 - 31 Dec '43
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HEADQUARTERS
. 751ST TANK BATTALION
APO #306, U, S. ARMY

5 January 1944

Casualties ef the 751st Tank Battalien frem 1 Deceaber 1943 threugh 31
Deceuber 19433 "

WIA WIA not
COMPANY KIA DOA MIA Hespitalized Hespitalized
Headquarters &

Headquarters Ce. 0" 0 0 2 0
Service Co, 0 0 0 0 0
Cempany "A" 0 0 0 | 0 0
Cempany "B" 0 0 0 1 0
Cempany "C" 0 0 0 0 0
Cempany "D" ’ 0 0 0 0 0

BATTALION TOTAL 0 0 0 3 0
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HEADQUARTERS
751ST TANK BATTALION
APO #306, U, S, ARMY

5 January 1944

Casualties ef the 751st Tank Battalien trem 1 December 1943 threugh 31

December 1943:

HEADQUARTERS AND
HEADQUARTERS COMPANY

Killed in Actien
Nene

Missing in Actien
Nene

Weunded in Actien (Hespitalized
Hernandes, Francis A. 01016506 2nd Lt
Winefield, Harry A. 16145500 Private

&
Weunded in Action (Net Hespitalized)
Nens '

SERVICE COMPANY
Killed in Actien
Nene

Missing in Actien

Nene

Weunded in Actien gﬂosgita.lizodz

Nene

Weunded in Actien (Net Hespitalized)
Nene ‘

COMPANY "A®
Killed in Actien
Nene

Missing in Actien
Nene

Weunded in Action (Hespitalized)
Nene

Veunded in Actien (Net Heaspitalized)
Nene

bt

26 Deceaber 1943
27 December 1943
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Casualties of the 751st Tank Battalion frem 1 December 1943 threugh 3X
Deceaber 1943 (cent'd.).

' COMPANY "BM
Killed in Actien

Nene

Missing in Actien

Nene

Weunded in Actien (Hespitalized)
Shamblin, Heward C, 01013256 2nda Lt 26 December 1943

Weunded in Actien (Net Hespitalized)
Nene ’ ' /

COMPANY nCn
Killed in Actien
Nene :

Missing in Actien

Nene

’

Weunded in Actien (Hosgitalizod}

Weunddd in Actien gnm Hugitalizod}

Nene

. COMPANY ®pn
Xilled in Actien
Nene

Missing in Actien

Weunded in Actien (Hespitalized
Nene

Weunded in Actien {Not Hosgulizodz

Nene
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Covort of aebion tsoirct ne anery for Fonth of January 17.4.
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the Gdivtant aoneral, Ue ve army, custuincton 25, L. e
4 v Commandinz iwnersl, 3Iru Infuntrs SAVIDAOn, U 3y we e TP

l. 'r comliance with & 3=l ), rannit of 3 eratione for 7516t Tank
battelion is so mitted far the <sath of January 19hh,
2. Zuimnary of Operations.

Fo 4t the beginnuin: of the sonin of Junuary the 751t Tank ‘n was

altachau Lo ¢nd Tank droup, which was ettached tn V. vorng.  Tae Crovisiconal -
“iZle Uombany, wntch was or-anizes on 2, Jee and relicved ih 3d Mn, 10084 Inf,

in &. aaefensi.c. ~osition west f V.o, , 77 L7, on 25 Lec, was =till in tr
soxitions oririnslly econpied aid aftuchod Lo wie Loth Inf, .ive The remain er
of tie babtt.lion was 4n bivoure . Loil-wms:  9n. 1Qy Qe WOe 25d  RIVe U0 at ]
d=70222, Coce 4" and "C" ot e T0E 36, n. M3 gt d=C73033, and Coe "% at
i i&.‘229 [

Be .urdng the period 1 - 3 Jar Ivkk the “reve 301c Go. continued to
caiact metive patrolling in iront ui its positions, ot r*‘t :tiures {3) orisoners
on I Jen in the vBinity of © oL L (4=00h215)e 5 3 Jun relief of the rov,  ~

Soe was comdloted and they returred t.c Lbattallion cort wol.
Co 4T 13743 hcurs on b Jan the 75lat Iank »n wag relieved o ohlaehe
vent o 2nd Tend i, und in complistce with e e f’r:m Chy VI borz»sz, soved Lo
2 DIVe.ae area st =1.5500, five (5) oiles wost of - y 2L {938, the came .
day and was attochel to the 3d infentry Jvmion. re;.m:, iiong vere lmwsairtaly b
begun for tue laraing on the EIT ! beachhes ). Phese ro prations consisted
, ~
of a viroress trofining prorrar in mich Infantry-tenk exercises were con: xc..ed, Y
s were used  or rov.ow oeentice fooanfartry AC do's using suteceliver mounts -
snd tark l.,z,ain wobrom 10T were  caeioe . Uetalls of toe actusl laciing i
(’E?)f‘..'"nf" gt e, Hare 7!&.?»"-'d u; a r? r"aﬁuﬁum i’ibh u«n’ ,)( T,u. iol'.
Lenrin . '.'fr:»-.r.; »;;.t. e ¥ : IRy, and those veleles uche ilad Ffor sase Jurding
ware weteroronfed,
-3 o . 2o 3
LEEY 7Y o .
) LENS W & “ﬁ '
J ‘j“’:
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EEADQUARTER
TS1ST TANK BATTALI
APO #306
Ue Se ARMY

7 March 194h,

SUBJECT: Report of Action Against the Enemy for the Month of Mebruary 194l

: The Adjutant General, U, Se Army, Washington, #25, De Ce
(Thru) Commanding General, 3d Infantry Division, APO #3, UsSe Armye

1, In eempliance with AR 315-105, report of operatiens of the 75135

Tenk Battalism is submitted for the month of February 19Lke

2¢ Sumeary of Operations.

8¢ At the begimning of the month of February the 751st Tank
Battalion was attached to the 3rd Infantry Division (Reinf) on the
Nettuno beachhead and was disposed as follows: Bn. CePe - F957282;
Coe "A" (=1 Plat,) in Division Reserve at F998275; 1lst Plat. Co, "A"
(Atte 504 Pront m) at 00302723 Co. "B" (Atte Tth Inf) CePs 196329h
Ooe "C" (Atte 15th Int) CePe &t 989238; 1st Flat, at F991252; 2nd
Plat, at ¥992207; 3rd Plat. at G03728l and G022278; Coe. "D" CePe
and 1st Flat, at 0040258; 2nd Plat. at F99930h; 3rd Plat, at G014260
(Att. 15th Int,)s mnoo Coe and trains at 1928184,

be On 1l PFedb, Co. "B' and 2fid flatoop Co. "D* supported the
advance of the Tth Infaniry and engaged enemy tanks at 3007318 and
fired on houses occupied by the enemy in the vicinity of F983326,
During this advance 3 enemy tanks, 2 ammnition trucks and 1 20MM
gun wers destroyed. At about 0900A, 1 Feb,, 2D LT. YARBOURGH was
killed in action by enemy sniper, 1st Plat,, Co. "A" engaged enimy
tanks in the vicinity of G020296 and destroyed an enemy M/T and
several enemy gun emplacements, The 3rd Pl t., Cos "D" overran
enemy infantry pockets of resistance in support of the 4th Rangers
Battalion flushing approximately 100 enemy that were captured by
the Rangers and killed many of the enemy infantry in the vicinity
of F987287 At 1800, 1 Feb, Battalion CoPe moved to new locatien
at F988237, On 2 Feb, 1lst Flate, Coe "A", supported the 504th
Prcht, and destroyed two enemy O.P!'s. and an undetermined mo. of gnemy
infantry at 0048263 and F035282, 3rd Plat., Co. "A", and 1lst Flat,
Coe "B* effectively broke up counterattack and mopped up enemy
infantry in front of the 2nd Battalion, Tth Inf, and 97 FW's taken,
Location of units of the battalion at 1200A, 3 Feb, was as shom
in Annex #10
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e On 5 Febe the Assault Flate. moved into position in suppert
of 39th Fe.A. Battalion and the remasinder of the battalion less
detachments assembled in Division Reserve, as shomn Amnax #2, pre-
pared to counterattack to the N,, NE or B in that priority on
Division ordere At OS1900A the 2nd Plat., Cos "D" moved to vicinity
F984293 and contacted the CO, Co. "K%, 30th Infantry for operatlions
and made plans to counterattack upon receipt of orderse At 052200
3rd Plate, Cos "BY, withdrew to positions near RJ at F997297 because
the infantry withdrew and did not give the Flatoon leader instructions.
They were immediately ordered to return to former position near
PONTE ROXTO (Vicinity F998313)e On the night of 5«6 Febs, the 3rd
Flate, Coe "A" and 1lst Flat,, Co. "B" moved to the vicinity of 988316
and took up a defensive mission, LT. ROBERT C. MOLONEY was wounded
in action and hospitalized, At O61415A, YOCG, 3rd Infantry Division,
the 2nd Flat., Coe "A" from Division Reserve moved to vicinity of
F9LL290 attached to 509th Prcht, Battalions 3rd Flate, Coe "A"
attached to 30th Infantry and moving into posifion along road Norsh
of RJ F981297s The Mortar Flat, supporting Coe "D" fired on enemy
installations from position at GOL3267 with observed good effect,
On the night of 6 Febe the 1st Plat,, Co. "B¥ attached to 30th
Infantry wase given the mission of occupying a defensive position
in the infantry front line in the vicinity of ¥983325. Two tanks
of this platoon were knocked out by enemy anti-tank fire in the
vicinity of F977317« Pfc Samuel P Chiacchio is missing in action
and Sgte Howard J« Fogle and T/l Howard L, Wade were wounded in
action and hospitalized. 1st Flat., Coe "A" and 1lst Flat., Co, "D"
supported the 50Lth Prchte in repelling enemy counterattack vicinity
of GO45262 at 2230A night of 7 Febe On 8§ Feb, the 3rd Flat., Co. "A"
and 2nd Flate, Coe "B¥ gupported elements of the 15th and 30th Infantry
in a limited attack on PONTE ROETO and the Mortar Flat, fired on enemy
targets East of Canal Mussolini, from their position at GOL3267, re-
lieving fire of snipers active against 504th Prcht, and also destroyed
two enemy mortar positions to the North East,

de On 9 Feb,, VOCG, Coe "D", 191st Tk Bn. was attached to the
‘Battalion and moved to vicinity of CONCA and was placed in Division
Reserves At 1013254, VOCG, 3rd Infantry Division, ordered Battalion
to post one (1) light tank at each of the following bridges at dark,
night of the 10th, and each night thereafter: Bridge $#6 (G0142L40)
#8 (F991253), #9 (F982253), #.2 (F951278), #13 (911279), Sanks
to act as Bridge Guarde At 151530A Coe "D%, 191st Tank Battalion
was relieved as Bridge Guard, replaced by medium tanks from this
Battalion, On the morning of 16 Feb, enemy attack in the vicinity
of F98032L with armor, This attack was met by the lst Plat., Cos "B"

L d
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and 3rd Flate, Co. "A", and was stopped with five (5) enemy tanks
and one (1) Half-track kmocked out. One tank of lst Flate., Co. "B",
was hit and knocked out by AePe shote 2nd Flate, Coe "D* supported
Cos "C", Tth Infantry in a counterattack to restore position in
vicinity of F982313, Many enemy infantry were killed, The 3rd
Plate, Coe "C* knocked out an enemy Half-track near house at 0025283
from their defensive position on 1616004

6 At 0030A on the 18th Feb, received Operations Instructions
Noe 5 which directed that necessary plans and reconnaissance be
completed at once to adjust ocur defense to positions to be known as
*King Position", Immediate action was taken to prepare for the
occupation of the "King Position®, To assume "King Position" 2nd
Plate, Coe "D* withdrew to positions vicinity F951280; lst Secte,
3rd Plat., Cos "B", withdrew to positions vicinity ¥961293; 2nd Sect.,
3rd Plat., Coe "A", takes up positions vicinity F965294; lst Flat,,
Coe "B" takes up positions along bank running West from RJ at F980298;
lst Plat., Coe "A", takes up positions by houses astride road running
West from GOW; 1lst Plat., Coe "D®, takes up positions by houses
astride road running North from 0032218; remainder of Battalion to
remain in present positions, (Annex #3)e

£ On 191300A received Operations Instructions #6, 3rd Infantry
Division which directed that necessary plans and reconnaissance for
the adjustment of defenses to positions to be known as "Queen Position"
. be completed by 20 Feb, Flans and reconnaissance of positions for
effecting "Queen Position" were immediately completed and coordinated
by units with regiments to vhich attachede "Queen Position" is shown
in Annex #he

ge¢ On 19 Febe., 3rd Platoon, Coe "B", engaged enemy tanks from
defensive position vicinity of F96L315¢ Two of our tanks were knocked
out by enemy A,P. shots Sgte George Ae Pisrce was killed in adtion,
Cple John L, Wallen, Pfc Rodney Me Rosenkranz and Pvte Louis E, Nedelsky
were wounded in action and hospitaliszed, 2nd Plate., Co. "A", was:
attached to the 509th Prcht, on 19 Feb, and closed in night position
vicinity of FOL30 at 1900A, The night of 23-2}; Febs, two tanks of
“3rd P.l.at., Coe "A" (Atte to 509th Prchte) moved into dug-in positions
_on the Northwest side of TARAND (7938313 and F93831L) so as to have
a good field of firs to the Northwest, West, and Southwest, At
261500A, VOCG ordered imocked out tanks to be placed along roads at
the following points: F9L0281; F954280; Fo6L42TL; FITL260; F980262;
F994259 and GO17250 In the event of a withdrawal thsse vehicles
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will be pulled across the road and set on firee, This order was
accomplished on the night of 26-27 Febe At 0800A on 29 Febs, 2nd
Plate, Coe "D", moved into position in the vicinity of F9LLIO3 to
support the 509 Prchte The 2nd Plat,, Co. "D¥, 191st Tank Battalion
(Att. to 751st Tank Battalion) in Division Reserve moved to position
vicinity of F96129L and was attached to the 7th Infantrye At the
close of the period the enemy bad launched an attack with armor along
road rumning South from CISTERNA against our positions vicinity of
0008293 and along road running Southwest in the vicinity of PONTE
ROTTO (F99831L)e One tank was knocked out vicinity F98630L by AePe’
shot from Mark VI enemy taxke One tank knocked out vicinity of
0006293, hit by AePe shot from enemy tankes T/5 Alvin G, Probasco
was killed in action, Sgt. Adam J, Stenger and Pvt, William R,
Wirsig are missing in action, 2D LT. DORRIS L. HOGA, Ste Sgte James
Jo Teichman, Cpl. Leo Je Frits, Pfc Shamnon L, Gardner and Pvt, Edgar
Fo Frederick were wounded in action and hospitalizeds On 29 Fed,,
tank of the 3rd Flate, Coe "A" in a defensive position at CERARO,
‘knocked out two enemy Mark IV tanks and one enemy Mark IIJ tank in
the vicinity of F935311. During the period 5-29 Feb, the Battalion
maintained prescribed defensive positions in the Division Sector and
the Assault Plat, fired in support of the 39th F.A. Battalion.

3¢ Situation at end of period.

8¢ At the end of the month of February 194l the 751st Tank
Battalion (Coe "D", 191st Tank Battalion attached) was in support
of the 3rd Infantry Division (Rgin.t.) on the Nettuno Beachhead,
Co. "BY, less 2nd Plat. and plus 2nd Plate, Co. "A¥, 2nd Plat.,
Coe "%, 191st Tank Battalion was attached to the 7th Infantry,
Coe "C" plus 2nd Plate, Co. "B" and lst Plate,, Co., "D* was attached
to the 15th Infantry, Co. "D" less 1st and 2nd Flatoons plus 1lst
Plat., Co. "A" and Nortar Platoon was attached to the 50Lth Preht,
Regte, 3rd Flat,, Coe "A" and 2nd Flat. Coe "D" were attached to
the 509th Prcht. Battalion, and the remainder of the Battalion was
attached to the 3rd Infantry Division (Reinf),

e Status of Personmel and Material.

a¢ Personnel,

(1) The loss of experienced men through sickness and result
of wounds received in action and the receipt of untrained and
unqualified replcements has caused the Battalion to be very short
on qualified men notably Tank Commanders and Platoon Leaders.
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There weres three officers and twelve enlisted men transferred
from this Battalion for Rotation to the United States, We have
received as replacements for this rotated persomnel, two (2)
officers replacements, both of which were officers without any
previous Armored Commsnd training or experience and six (6)
enlisted replacements two of which had previous Armored Command
experience and four (L) without Armored Command experience,

be kterj‘.al .

(1) Tank Statuse

Type Runners  Being Repaired Lost to Date
Medium Tanks 3 5 29
Light Tanks 17 0o 0
Light Tanks

(Att. fr 191st

Tank Bn,) 18 0 0

(2) Vehicles not yet arrived from Naples Area,
2 Trucks, 24-ton cargo, &xb
1 Car, 3/h~ton, C & R, Uxl
1 Truck, 4-ton, Lxl

(3) Vehicles authorized but not assigned.

2 Trucks, 3-ton, Lx
1 Truck, ton cargo, &x6

5 Comments and Lessons Learned,

&, On the defense, tanks should not be used in the outpost line,
but should be held in a position where the tanks can maneuver and be
committed at the point needed in mass formatione

be Tanks should not be employed in defensive positions solely
as ant:l-ta.nk guna,.

¢e The tanks must have infantry protection at all times when
occupying defensive positions,.
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Lte Colo, 75lst Tank Battallon,

ki Incls,

#1 - Map Italy, 1:50,000, GeSeG.S, 4229, Sheets 158 I, II, IIT and IV.
#2 - Annex I’ H’ III’ IV.

#3 = Unit Journal, February 19Ll.

#i - Battle Casualty Report, February 19LlL.
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5 April 194k
SUBJECT: Report of Action Against the Enemy for the Month of March 15LL.

TO : The Adjutant General, U. S. Army, Washington #25, D. C.
(Thru) Commanding General, 3rd Infantry Division, APO #3, U. S. Army.

1. In compliance with AR 345-105, report of operations of the 751st Tank
Battalion is submitted for the month of March 19LL.

2. Summary of Operations.

a. At the beginning of the month of March the 751st Tank Battalion
(Company "D", 191st Tank Battalion attached) was attached to the 3rd Infantry
Division (Reinf) on the NETTUNO beachhead and was disposed as follows: Ba
C. P, at F"988237; Co. "A" C, P. at F-9882h7, 1lst Platoon (&tto to Co. "D“)
at G029262, 2nd Platoon (att. to Co. "B"), 1lst section at F975298, 2nd sec-
tion at F984300, 3rd Platoon, (att. to 509th Prcht.), lst section at
F9L1286, 2nd section at F939311; Co. "B" (att. to 7th Inf.) C. P. at F960283,
1st Platoon - 1lst section at F981296, 2nd section at F961278, 2nd Platoon
(att. to Co. "C") at €005293, 3rd Platoon at F961312; Co. "C" (att. to 15th
Inf,) C. Po at F999257, 1st Platoon at F996297, 2nd Platoon at G028279, 3rd
Platoon (Division reserve) at F985235; Cos "D" (att. to 50Lth Prcht. Regt.)
C. Ps at G011230, 1lst Platoon (att. to Co. "CM") at GO13263, 2nd Platoon,
(att. to 80Bih Prcht. Bn.) at FSLL303, 3rd Platoon - lst section at GOL125,
2nd section at GO32248; Assault Platoon at F981246, Mortar Platoon (att. to
Co. "™") at GO202L6; Co. "™D", 191st Tank Battalion C. P, at F97L4232, 1lst
Platoon, Division Anti-Prcht. guard at F995247, 2nd Platoon, (att. Co. "B") ~
at F961293, 3rd Platoon at 974233; Service Co. and trains at F92818L.

~
ot
M)
N,

be. At the beginning of the period the attempt of the enemy to push armor '
into our positions in the vic. of Isola Bella and Ponte Rotto had been stopped. &
At OL30A the morning of 2 March the 1lst section, 2nd Platoon, Co. "B", wag o
given the mission of supporting an infantry combat patrol in taking house at X
G010293, The tanks advanced North from FO09288 on unimproved road to a point [
about )j00 yards from the objective, received direct heavy anti~tank fire and
withdrew to daytime position at GO00275, On the afternoon of 2 March at
1530A the 1lst Platoon of Co. "AM™ from positions in the viec. of G038272, with
the right\flank covered by smoke screens,fired on enemy occupied house astride
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Cisterna di ILittoria-Borgo Piamwve highway between G037275 and G032295, road
running Southeast to Northwest from 3047279 to GOL3285, and road running
Southeast to Northwest from G052275 to G050280. Many enemy infantry were
flushed from the houses and several were killed. A Volkswogan was knocked
out in the vicinity of GO37281 and a Flak Wagon or half track was knocked
out in the vicinity of G033296. On the afternoon of 3 March, 2nd Plat., Co.
A" fired in support of M"L" Co., Tth Infantry in the vicinity of F99h31ﬁ.
The 3rd Plat. fired on houses, in the vicinity of FQ6L315, that the enemy was
using as OP's. The 2nd Plat., Co. "BR fired on groups of enemy infantry in
the vicinity of GOO31l. On OL2350A, a tank of lst Plat., Co. "B" was knocked
out and burned while in defensive position vicinity of F98731h. 1ST LT.
ALLEN M, HOBBS, Cpl. Columbus M. Bell, were WIA and hospitalized. Sgt.
Everett L. Daniels was WIA but was not hospitalized. During the period

1 - 10 March the defensive positions occupied by the 1lst Plat., Co. "C!" re-
ceived intermittent enemy artillery concentrations. The Bne. remained in
prescribed defensive positions as shown in Annex #1, and the Assault Plat.
fired in support of the 39 FA Bn.

ce On 10 March 194L, 2nd Plat., Co. "D", 191st Tank Battalion was re-
lieved of Division Anti~Parachute Guard by the 2nd Plat., Co. "D", 751st
Tank Battalion. The relief was completed at 2200A. The Platoon Leader's
tank at F9602l1 and the remainder of the platoon at F96f9239. 102L00A
March, Co. "D", 191st Tank Bn. relieved from attached. The afternoon of 11
March the 2nd Plat., Co. "B", fired on enemy occunied house in the vicinity
of GOOO31lk with effect unobserved. At 15204, 12 March, the 3rd Plat., Co
npr, fired indirect fire on enemy occupied houses in the vicinity of F972322.
An ammnition dump was set on fire and a self propelled gun probably hit.
The following morning at 0830A the 3rd Plat., Co. "B", knocked out an enemy
mortar position in the vicinity of F9732, On 13 March at O0L5 A received
Field Order #7, Headquarters, 3rd Inf. Div. Necessary plans were completed
for compliance with contents of the above field order. At OLOOA, 15 March,
two tanks of 3rd Plat., Co. "A", moved into position with one tank at House
#2 (F935313) and the second tank at House #3 £933316) to support attack by
the 30th Inf, and 509th Prcht. Bn. The Mortar Plat. moved two mortars into
position at G029235. During the afternoon of 15 March the 3rd Plat., Co. "B",
fired indirect fire en mortasr position, enemy infantry and probable OP in the
vicinity of E970330. At 06304, 16 March, the Plat. Leader of 3rd Plat., Co.
A" moved his tank from position at House #3 up road to the Northwest to fire
on enemy occupied houses. The tank hit a mine at F930317 and was disabled.
At OLOOA, 17 March, one tank of 3rd Plat., Co. "A", moved up Northwest road
from Caranc to disabled tank at F930317 and fired on houses #7 (F925319) and
#8 (F924322) firing 60 rds, and as the tank was returning to Carano, it hit
mines at F93531l, both tracks were broken and the tank diszbled.
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de During the period 16 - 25 March the Bn. continued to occupy pre-
scribed defensive positions as shown in Annex #2. The assault platoon
fired ir support of the 39th F.A. The mortar platoon fired harassing firec
on enemy targets in the vicinity of Sessanoe The 3rd Plate, Coe "A", was
relieved by a platoon, 191st Tank Bn. and closed in new area vic. G012220
at 2500304 Marche At 0630A and during the afternoon of 25 March, a tank
in defensive position at GO1529L received enemy artillery concentration and
some direct anti-tank fire, was knocked out by a AP shot penetrating the
left final drive. At 09004, 28 March, the 3hth Infantry Division relieved
the 3rd Infantry Division and assumed command in this sector. The Bne
remained in position and was attached to 3hth Inf, Dive

3¢ Situation at end of Period.

The situation at.the end of the period was very stable. The Battalion
was disposed as follows: Bn. C. P. at F988237; Headquarters Co. C. P. at F933221;
Assault Plat. at F98Y2L6 (supp. 39th FA); Mortar Plat. at F97723L; Co. "A" C. P.
at F988247 (att. to 133d Inf.); lst, 2nd and 3rd Plat. at F972219; Co. "B" C., P. at
F960283 (atte. to 135th Inf); lst Flat. at F983300, 948292, and F990279; 2nd Flat.
at F962277; 3rd Plat. at F96L268; Co. "CM C. P. at F999257 (att. to 168th Inf.);
1st Plat. 2t F998267; 2nd Plet. at G029262 and G031258; 3rd Plat. at G016262; Co.
" C. Po at GO011230; 1lst Plat., at F995262 (att. to Co. "C", 751st Tk Bn); 2nd
Plat. at F970270 (att. to Co. "B", 751st Tk Bn); 3rd Plat. at G020245 (att. te Co.
", 751st Tk Bn); Service Co. and trains at F92818L.

ke Status of Personnel and Material.
a. Personnel.

(1) During the first two weeks of March 19Ll; the morale and health
of this Battalion declined. This was chiefly caused by the accumlative effect of
the crews having to stay in the tank for long periods of time. The tanks were
placed in front line defensive positions for over a month and were gubjected to
continual artillery and small arms fire thus making it impossible for the crews to
get out or stay out of the tank any appreciable length of times However, with the
extension of a quota at the 3rd Inf. Div. Rest Center and the removal cf the tanks
from positions in the front lines to positions where the men are more free to move
around and rest has greatly improved this situztion

(2) The grade of enlisted replacements received had been superior to
those received in previous months. Adequate officer replacements have been received,
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be Material.

(1) Tank Status.

Type Runners Being Repaired ILost to Date
Medium Tanks 53 1 32
Light Tanks 17 )] c

(2) Vehicles not yet arrived from Naples Area.

1 Truck - 2% Ton
lCar = C&R
1Truck -3 Lhxh

(3) Vehicles Authorized but not assigned.

2 Trucks = 3 Ton L x L
& Truck - 2- Ton Cargo 6 x 6

5. Comments and Lessons Learned.

a. Under the present T.0. & E. under which this Bn. is operating, each
crew member of the tank crew is armed with a Thompson Sub-machine gun. The crowded
condition of the crew compartment is further aggravated by the five Thompson Sub-
machine guns and when the crew has to abandon tank they generally do not have time
to get their weaponse It is recommended that the Tank Commander be armed vith the
sub-machine gun and the other members of the tank crew be armed with the pistol or
not armed at alle.

be There is definite need for the very close cooperation between the
infantry unit commander and the tank unit ccmmander regardless of the size of the
unit. The two commanders must immediately acquaint each other with the situation,
disposition of our troops and of enemy troops and installations, and make concrete
plans for all probable courses of actione They rust continually keep eech other
informed and work as a team.

ce The following notes on the emnloyment of small groups of tanks with
infantry & presented:

Tt



(1) Vhen used in small groups a great deal of nlanning between the
infantry and tank commander is necessary. The tank commander must know your
plans, give him all the information you have about the enemy as well as your own
troovs. Ask the tank commander 'for his ideas before issuing orders. Give him
all the support you can with your mortars and assault guns by firing on known and
suspected anti-tank guns. Never employ a tank alone, use as much mass as possible,
and always protect the tanks with infantry. Use prearrange visual signals, during
the attack, so the tank commander will know where you want his fire, Work together
as a team,

(2) Tenks must have maintenance and be r eserviced. Do not hold your
tanks on the objective any longer than is necessary for you to get organized.
HiG's and anti-tank guns must secure_the objective soon after the assault troops
have reached it to provide security ‘E!h the infantry and tank reorganization.

(3) Use your artillery to assist the tanks in reéching their objective
and to deny approaches to your position when the objective is taken.

(4) TWhen the ground is unsuitable for tank employment and tanks are road
bound or when the enemy has extensive minefields and strong anti-tank defenses the
infantry should precede the tanks. Engineer troons with suitable equipment are often
necessary to assist the advance of the tanks,

(5) In the defense do not nut your tans in the front line where they
have no defilode ~nd where they cannot move. A well-dug-in ond well camouflaged
anti-tank gun will serve the purpose better and you will have jour tanks to counter=~

attack when you need them.

IOUTS A. HATIACK,
It. Cnl., 751st Tank Battalionm,
Commanding
i Inels,
fﬂﬁl #1 -lap Italy 1:50,000 G.S. G.S. 11229, Sheets 158 I, II, III & IV, 1:25,000

GeS. GuS. L4228, Sheets 158 I, H——:—I—I—&——'PHNE zv«/ SEvSw
Incl #2-innex I, II.

Incl #3-Unit Journal karch 19LL
Tnel #i-Battle Casualty Report - ‘arch 194,
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CRADQUARTER®R
751ST TANK BATTALION

APO #L6L
U. S. ARMY

1 May 19LL
SUBJECT: Report of Action Against the Enemy for the Month of April.

TO : The Adjutant General, Washinzton 25, D. C., U. S. Army
(THRU) Commanding General, 3Lth Infantry Division, APO #3L, U. S. irmy.

1, In compliance with paragraph 10, AR 345-105, as changed by Chanres
#1, dated 9 March 1943, the following report of action against the enemy for
the month of April is submitted:

SECTION I - OPZRATIONS
Sumnary of Qur Operations
1 - 30 April 1944 .

l. Note: ~

. ®

This period opened with the 751st Tank Battalion still in the line in o

close support of the infantry after 70 consecutive days in action on the Anzio o

Beachhead. When the Third Infantry Division was relieved by the 3Lth Infantry
Division on 28 March, the 75lst Tank Battalion remained in place and passed to
the tactical control of the 3Lth, and operated with the 3lLth throughout the month.
In general, the 3Lth used the tanks in reserve roles, for harassins and inter-

~
dictory direct fire missions and, during the latter part of the period, for tank- ©
infantry raids on enemy outposts. The assault platoon, with line company assault v,
guns attached to make a total of six guns, continued to onerate effectively with )
the 39th F. A. It fired a total of 5L missions, 1579 rounds. >

2. Daily Summary:

Noon 31 March to noon 1 April - Component units disposed as follows:
Mortar platoon 97723L; Assault platoon 9812L6, supporting 39th F. A; Co "AM
(CP 9882L47) 1st, 2nd, 3rd Plts. at 972219 in support of 133rd Inf. Regt., 3Lth
Division; Co. "B", with 2nd Plt. Co. "D" attached, sunporting 135th Inf. Regt.
(Co. CP 960283, 1st Plt. at 983300, 948292, and 990279, 2nd Plt. 962277, 3rd Tlt.
961,268, 2nd Plt. Co. "D" 970270; Co. "C", with 1st and 3rd nlts. Co. "D" attached,
suoporting 168th Inf. Regt., Co. CP 999257, lst Plt. 998267, 2nd Plt. 022262 and 031258,
3rd Plt. 016262, 1st P1lt. Co. "D" 995262, 3rd Plt. Co. "D" 020245, Headquarters
tanks used as bridge cuards at 01421:0, 951277, 9L1278. 1lissions of companies suo-
porting infantry regts.to rive close direct sunnort to infantry and to provide
counterattacling ce in case of enemy brealthrousgh.
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Report of Action Against the Enemy (Anril), Cont'd.

Noon 1 April to noon 3 April - No change in disposition or mission.
No action.

Noon 3 April to noon L April - One tank Co. "B" fired 82 rds. H. E.
from position 96429l on house "Y" at 983315 between 1930 and 20004 hrs, results
satisfactory. Co. "B fired L4 rds. H. E. vic. 000330, results unobserved.

Noon L April to noon 5 April - Two tanks Co. "B" fired on houses U and
5 vic. 996303, 55 rds. good effect.

Noon 5 April to noon 6 April - Assault Plt. fired L6 rds. H. E., 2 WP.
Two tenks Co. M"BM fired 75 rds “r vic. 900296 on house 5 vic. 998303, very zood
effect; on house Y vic. 982312, 55 rds., very good effect.

Noon 6 April to noon 7 April - Two tanks Co, "3" fr 972291 fired 92
rds. on target 009318, L7 rds. on target 578319, ovserved fire at second target.

Noon 7 April to noon 8 April - Qne tank Co. "B" fired fr position 977296
on targets vicinity La Villa, 28 rds. H.E., started fire vic. 1945. One tank Co.
HBM fr. 972291 fired L2 rds. H.E., 6 rds. AP on target vic. 978319, results un-
observed because of enemy smoke.

Noon 8 April to noon 9 April - Assault platoon fired 36 rds. H.E. One
tank Co. "B" at 96729 fired 6 rds. H.E. on house, results unobserved. Qne tank
Coe "B" at 963291 fired on target vic. 968348, 2 rds. H.E., 10 rds. AP; from same
pose fired 52 rds. on gun position and house, scored 9 direct hits; one tank Co.
"B" fired 25 rds. H.E. vic. 9683L48. One tank Co. "B" fired at tower North of RR
s vice 962362, 20 rds. One tank Co "B" at 56729 fired & rds. HeE. at house, effect
unobserved.

Noon 9 April to noon 10 April - Two tanks Co. "B" fr pos. 978292 fired
22 rds. AP in support of inf. patrol, effect unobserved. Assault platoon fired
26 rds. HeEe

Noon 10 April to noon 11 April - Assault plte. fired 109 H.E., 2 WP.
One tank Co. "B positions 972293 to 98336 fired L AP, 29 H.E. on house, observed
dust around target. One tank Co. "B" from 972293 fired on gun position vic.
998335, 3 AP, 21 HE, unobserved after 2nd round because of en. smoke.

Noon 1t April to noon 12 April - Assault platoon fired 2 c¢/b missions,
L2 rds. HE. 1st Platoon Co. "C" moved from 998267 to 998260,

Noon 12 April to noon 13 April - Assault platoon fired L c¢/b missiens,

78 HE. Tanks "B" Co. fired 68 rds. vic. 996313, 58 HE, 3 AP, 7 WP. One tank Co.
uB® fr, 980295 fired on houses vic. 995312, 80 rds., results satisfactory.

AT T
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Report of Action Against the Enemy (April), Cont'd.

Noon 13 April to noon 1l April - Assault plt. fired 6 missions, 136
rds. 133rd Inf. Regt. completed relief of 168th Inf. Regt. Co. "C" 751lst Tank
Bn, with 1lst and 3rd Plts. Co. "D" remained in place, passed to control of 133rd.
Co. "A" relieved Co. "B" in place. Co. "B" to div. reserve, attached 168th Inf.
Regto

Noon 1l April to noon 15 April - Assault platoon fired 3 ¢/b missions,
60 rds. HE. One tank Co. MAM fired 28 HE, 5 AP at house 9923L2, 15 hits. Co.
ngn CP moved to 005255. 2nd Platoon Co. "D moved to 970267, attached to Co. MAM,

Noon 15 April to noon 16 April - Assault platoon fired 2 ¢/b missions
and one mission on Cisterna di Littoria, 43 rds. HE. One tank Co. "AM fired fr.
966292 on trenches at 968320, 7 Smoke, 50 HE, 25 AP. 30 hits. Rear echelon Co.
"A® moved to new location at $58240.

Noon 16 April to noon 17 April - Assault platoon fired L c¢/b missions,
74 HE. One tank Co. MA" fired from 966292 on trenches at 968320, 35 rounds at
161630 and 60 rounds interdictory on same target from 2L00 to OL30B.

Noon 17 April to noon 18 April - Assault platoon fired 2 c¢/b missions, 1
mission on mortar pos., 1 mission harassing, total 189 HE.

Noon 18 April to noon 19 April - No action to report. 1lst Plt. Co. "A"
moved to 979266, 2nd Plt. Co. "D" moved to 970267.

Noon 19 April to noon 20 April - Two tanks Co. "AM fired from pos.
97228L at target 970324, 6 rds. 1 hit. Received counter-battery fire, 30 rds.
150 mm. Mortar plt. moved to 977218,

Noon 20 April to noon 21 April - Assault platoon fired 2 missions, 24
rds.

Noon 21 April to noon 22 April - Assault platoon fired 2 missions c/b,
L8 rds. Company "B" moved into position for attack on houses at 036282 and 03228l
in conjunction with 3rd Bn, 168th Inf. Regt. lst Platoon 01827, 2nd - 023273, 3rd -
029268, At 2205008, one section 3rd platoon moved to 036275, where one tank hit
mine, blocking road. Mission was to destroy houses in vic. 036282. At 2206008,
one tank 2nd platoon moved to 030283 and fired L8 rds. HE at house 03228L, de-
stroyed house and returned to original pose.
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Noon 22 April to noon 23 April - Assault platoon fired 1 c¢/b, 1 registra-
tion mission, 43 rds. HE, 1 WP.. One tank Co. "B" fired 3 rounds at M/G behind
enemy-held house at 036283, results unknown. 2nd Plt. Co. "A"™ moved to reserve
area for raid prat¢tice with inf.

Noon 23 April to noon 2l April - Assault platoon fired 2 c/b, 1 registra-
tion missions, 47 rds. HE, 1 smoke. Two tanks 3rd Platoon Company "B" participated
with infantry in attack on house vic. 036282 (on road to Cisterna di Littoria),
firing 90 rds. HE and 5 rds AP at houses. Enemy pill box destroyed at close
range during advance and house demolished at range of 25 - 75 yards. Lead tank
struck enemy mine 25 yards from objective and was disabled. No casualties.
Several enemy machine gun and mortar positions knocked out.

Noon 2l April to noon 25 April - Assault platoon fired 3 registration,
1 ¢/b nmissions, 43 rds. HE, 6 smoke. One tank Co. "AM" fired from pos. 965276 on
enemy trenches, 43 HE, 8 smoke, A.P.C., with good coverage of target area.

Noon 25 April to noon 26 April - At 260100, seven tanks Co. M"AM moved to
assembly area for raid on enemy-held house '"Y® vic. Ponte Rotto. Two tanks fired
15 rounds at objective, then returned to bivouac area. Four tanks with infantry
soldiers riding on decks moved rapidly toward the objective, firing all weapons.
The infantrymen jumped off the tanks and asszulted the house from a short distance.
After taking 6 PWs, the raiding party withdrew. One tank hit a mine in enemy
territory and was disabled. The crew continued to fire until all ammunition was
expended, then abandoned and destroyed the tank. No. casualties. Assault platoon
fired 1 TOT, 1 rolling barraze, 3 c/b missions, total 382 rounds.

Noon 26 Aosril to noon 27 April - Assault platoon fired 1 persomnnel, 2 c/b
nissions, 90 rds. HE. Four tanks Co. "A" fired 76 rounds from 957283 on area
target 965337.

" Noon 27 April to noon 28 April - Assault platoon fired 2 c¢/b missions, 36
rds. HE. Coe. "B¥ relieved Co. "CU" in place at 271200B attached to 133rd Inf. Co.
"CH reverted to division reserve, one platoon began tank-borne infantry raid
practice,

Noon 28 April to noon 29 April - Assault plt. fired 1 ¢/b mission, 15
rde. HE. Co. M"AM passed to control of 1068th Infantry when that unit completed
relief of 135th at 2901303.




Report of Action Against the Enemy (April) Cont'd.

Noon 29 April to noon 30 April - Assault platoon fired 1 c¢/b, 1 re-
gistration mission, 33 rds. HE, 3 Smoke. One light tank of Co. "D" at 0202L5
knocked out by direct hit at 300200 April. No casualties.

With the end of the month, the 75lst Tank Battalion had completed 100
days of continuous combat duty, beginning at 220200 January 194} when the beach-
head was begun.

SECTION II - INTELLIGENCE
Summary of Enemy Operations
1 - 30 April IS9LL

l. General.

Enemy activity directly affecting this organization was negligzible during
the period, except for harassing and interdictory artillery fire. On 19 April,
two of our tanks firing from 97228l into enemy territory drew intense heavy
caliber counter-battery firei 30 rounds of estimated 150mm. On 16 April one man
was seriously wounded and a 7 ton truck damaged when an artillery shell struck in
the mortar platoon bivouac area near Conca.

! Anti-tank defenses encountered by elements of this battalion in two
actions consisted of road craters and mines. One of these was a tank infantry
raid on an enemy outpost, the other a limited objective attack. No anti-tank
fire was encountered, which may be accounted for by the fact that both actions
took place at night. Three (3) of our tanks were disabled by enemy mines and
one of these was destroyed and abandoned. The other two are in now friendly
territory and may be recovered with engineer assistance, when available. Anti-
tank mines were found as deep as five feet,vhich makes detection difficult for
the engineers. Anti-personnel mines were found scattered near anti-tank mines,

Heavy artillery and mortar fire was directed at the tanks takinz psrt in
both raids, but without effect.

The enemy used tanks as self-prope’led gzuns in several instances in
scattered sectors of the division front. Lovement of his tracked vehicles, like
ours, was for the most part restricted to roads.

Enemy vropaganda leaflets were picked up in several areas occupied by
our tanks 20 - 21 April.




Report of Action Against the Enemy (April) Cont'd.

SECTION III - LESSONS LEARNED

1. Operations during the past month consisted mostly of occupying defensive
positions. However, tanks were used in several raids to capture prisoners and
destroy enemy held houses. At times they were called on to do harassing in-
direct fire.

It becomes more evident as tanks and infantry work together that much
planning ahead of time is necessary for the operation to be successful. The
tank commanders must make reconnaissance of the forward areas. We must have re-
ports of mines; both enemy and our own. (It has been found that Jerry is placing
his A/T mines up to 5 feet deep and mine detectors fail to pick them up.)
Tank commanders should be made familiar with the infantry plan of attack. The
tank commander should be gble to zet ensineers on quick notice. One way to
accomplish this is to have the tank commander call into tank liaison at infantry
Bn, C. P. and ask for the engineers at a given point for a definite mission. The
tank liaison officer could relay this information to the engineers liaison and he
in turn could put his engineers to work. Tank movements in forward area during day-
time has been successful only when a unit of smoke is placed around objective.
(This was carried out successfully in raid with 135th Inf.)

Tank borne infantry has been tried and proven successful. It got the
inf-ntry to their objective with great speed. The doughboy did not have to worry
about A/P mines. He protected himself from enemy fire by crouching behind the
turret. Tanks should move in fast firing all guns. This leaves the enemy confused
as our infantry dismount and go forward with grenades and automatic weapons to
clear the objective. Tanks should fire to flanks while infantry is mopping up,
then withdraw to defilade and be prepared for counterattacke.

SECTION IV - SIGNAL

l. Wire - Since the battalion continued its firht on the defensive, wire
has been our chief means of communication with the companies and in most cases
to include the platoons. The situation wes such that it required a wide senaration
of the companies. Therefore, because of our limited versonnel for laying wire we
have depended unon the units to which the companies were attached for the installa-
tion and maintenance of the lines. The results have been very satisfactory.
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Report of Action Against the Enemy (April) Cont'd.

2. MNessage - Due to excellent enemy observation messenger runs in forward
areas were made under cover of darkness except in case of emergency. One mes-
senger run to Division was made daily.

3. Radio - Communication was kept to a minimum as the broad wire net
handled most of the traffic. As far as possible we kept one S. C. R. 509 at the
Regimental Headquarters and one at the Battalion Headquarters of the unit to which
we were attached. This permitted direct radio communication with the infantry
when wire was not feasible. : :

L4+ Lessons Learned - Wire communication within a tank battalion is in-
dispensable. During an attack it is impractical to have wire communication be-
tween the tank companies and the infantry units that the tanks are supporting.

To have proper coordination between the infantry and the tank it is necessary for
the infantry Commander whom the tanks are directly supnortinz “n have a radio
that covers the same frequency band as the tank's radio. The SCR-5.:9 is
satisfactory at the Infantry Bn. C. P., but it is not practical for use by the
rifle Co.

x

SECTICN V - SUPPLY
le. General

Supply has not been a problem on the beachhead because of lack of
movement and the proximity of army supply dumps. Due to excellent enery observa-
tion all of our supplies have been carried forward to our front line units at
night. Due to the fact that our tanks are scattered throughout the 3Lth
Division sector it necessitates a zreat deal of driving by small type vehicles
to supply these groups. A definite need exists in the nresent situation for ﬂ
ton trailers.

2. Rations

Throughout the entire period all elerments of the command were able to
use 5 in 1 or 10 in 1 rations at all times. Only on one occasion was a co.hany
compelled to use K ration for several days. The 10 in 1 is definitely inferior
to 5 in 1 and is a poor substitute for the latter. Its ~ain defects avre the lack
of canned vegetables and the K ration noon meal. It is the general oninion o7 Lo
crews that K ration is more desirable than C wnen the tactical siteostion is such
that the crew is confined to the tank.
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Report of Actionlggainst the Enemy (April) Cont'd.

3. Battle Losses

a. Ordnance
Tank, tedium MjAl 2
Tank, Medium M 1
Tank, Light MSAL 1

Le Amunition Expended

}

Weapon Total No. Weapons Peak Day Total Expended
for Period

37mm Tank v 17 0 0
75mm Tank ' sh '

S-HE w/fMs8 118 1256

S-APC 37 172

Smoke 8 40

HE w/fxhL8 : 384 1756
- WP 6 23
8lmm Mortar 3 0 0
Cal. +30 Carbine 257 0 0
Calc 030 ba.ll, Clip 20 0 O
Cale 30 AP & Tr, wo 157 950 950
Cal. .50 AP & Tr, mlb 85 0 . 0
Cale W45 ball = L25 0 0

5. Recommendations

Lack of laundry facilities has proven to be quite a problem and one that
should be corrected by making equipment available to units for laundry purposes.
The service persomnel of all units down to include companies are available for this
rurpose. The laundry situation has been more acute here on the beachhead due to the
fact most of the civilians have been evacuated, therefore eliminating our chief me-
thod of obtaining laundry service. There should be adequate shower facilities at
all times in order that men from the front lines may obtain a hot bath and a change
of clothes once a week whenever the tactical situation permits. The exchange of
dirty clothes for clean at the shower point is an excellent idea.

Efforts should be made to obtain as much fresh vegetables and fruits as
possible to supplement the standard ration.

SECTION VI - COLBINED TANK - INF RAID ON LIMITED
OBJECTIVE LIORWING OF 26 APRIL 19LL

le Purpose of Raid
To capture prisoners and equipment at enemy held house 350 yds. beyond
our lines.

2. Preparation for raid
Three night patrols were made by the tank platoon leader and platoon sgt.

These patrols were to pick lanes through minefields and likely tank routes. All tank
cominanders rmade pne nirzht reconnaissance and spent 211 day in forward O.F.s observing
the terrain. After these reconnaissances were made the whole nlatoon moved o a rear
area where they practiced the raid with the infantry. Every little detail was ironed
out during this practice. red tape through the mine fieldrthe night
before the raid,. ; b s o - ’
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Communication set up as follows:

Tanks to use 528. They were in contact with Q. P. by 509. Inf. had
536, in contact with 0. P. which had a 300. Inf. Platoon leader fired very nistol
when raid was over and his men were to withdraw. Raid was so well planned there
was very little use of radio.

3. The Operation

Seven tanks moved into position close behind main line of resistance
at 0300 hours. Two of the tanks fired 15 rds and then pulled back making a lot
of noise (This was to cause enemy to believe all tanks left). A4t 0535 art.
preparation was put on house and smoke was placed arocund house to cause enemy
observation to be nil. Two tanks moved through our wire about 100 - 150 wds.
and fired on house and enemy installations to flanks. Other three tanks with
inf. on deck moved as fast as possible to within 25 yds. of house firins as they
moved. When tanks were real close to house infantry dismountedfwent in house.
The enemy was so confused by the speed of our attack that they put up very little
resistance. We took 6 prisoners from the house. While the infantry withdrew
tanks kept firing to flanks. One taonk hit a mine. Crew kept firing till infantry
withdrew, then they abandoned tank after destroying it with incendiary grenade.

L. Results of raid

Six priscners taken, 5 machine guns destroyed, several enemy killed.
Our losses were one tank and one infantry man slightly wounded.

- NS

Major, 75lst Tank Battalion, .
5 Incls. Commanding. s
Incl. #1-Battle Casualty Report
Incl. #2-Map (Italy, 1/50,000) Sheet 158 I
Igcl. #3-Map (Italy, 1/25,000) Sheets 158 I, S\, IIi, SE, NE.
Incl. #4-Overlay, (dispositions)
Incl. #5-Unit Journal, w/supporting papers.
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1 June 194l

SUBJECT: Report of Action Against the Enemy for»the Month of May.

TO : The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C., U. 8. Army.
(Thru) Commanding Gereral, 3rd Infantry Division, APO #3, U, S. Army.

l. In compliance with paragraph 10, AR 345-105, as changed by Changes #1,
dated 9 March ?;ﬁB, the following report of action against the enemy for the
month of May is submitted:

SECTION I -~ OPERATIONS

~
op
o~
o

of our rations

l. Note:

This period opened with the 751st Tank Battalion still in line in close
support of the Infantry after 100 consecutive days in action on the Anzio Beach~-
head. After being relieved in place on 5 May by the 3rd Battalion, 13th Armored (I‘
Regt., the 751st Tank Battalion moved to a training area on the beachhead and was \
attached to the 13th Armored Regt. for training. Extensive training stressing
Tank - Infantry Cooperation was conducted with units of the 3rd Imfantry Division.
On 9 May, two companies were attached to the 34th Infantry Division and were DAY
placed in Division Reserve, but continued training in their respective company N
areas. At 0630B, 23 May the 3rd Inf, Division attacked in their sector and was
closely supported by the 751st Tank Battalion. Combat companie# were attached
to Infantry Regiments. The attack moved slowly the first day amd gained momentum
the second day. Iloss of tanks was rather heavy the first day. Most of the tank
losses being those disabled by enemy AT mines. The tanks were aggressive and
accounted for several engmy vehicles and meny enemy dead. The light tank company
less one platoon was ordered to enter Cisterna and clean up enemy resistance.

They were followed closely by the Infantry and enemy resistance ceased at about
1600B, 25 May. On 26 May, "A" and "D" Companies were attached to the 36th In-
fantry Division. At the close of the period, Companies "B" and "C" were in close
support of the 3rd Infantry Division in their advance on Artena. Companies M"AR

and "D" were attached to and supporting the 36th Infantry Division in their 1
attack on Velletri. - =
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Report of Action Against the Enemy (May) Cont'd.

2. Daily Summary:

Noon 30 April to noon 1 May - Component units disposed as follows:
Mortar Plt. 977219; Assault Plt. 9812L5 supporting 39th F. 4A.; Co. MA® (CP 963281),
lst Flt. 979266 and 962286, 2nd Plt. 963276, 3rd Plt. 963268, 2nd Plt., Co *D"
970268 attached and in support of 168th Inf. Regt.; Co. "B® (CP 005255), 1lst Pit.
998267, 2nd Plt. 016262, 3rd Plt. 029262 and 031258, lst Plt. Co. 'D", 954262,
3rd Plt., Co. "D® 021265 attached and in support of the 133rd Inf. Regt., Co. "C"
(CP 9882L47), 1st P1t. 952185, 2nd and 3rd Plt. 972219 Division Reserve 3lLth Inf.
Division. Headquarters tanks used as bridge guards at 014240, 951277, 9L1278.
Missions of companies supporting infantry regts. to give close direct support to
infantry and to provide counterattacking force in case of enemy break-through.
lst Plt. Co. "C" practicing for Infantry - Tank raid. One light tank at 020245
received direct artillery hit at about 0200B and was damaged.

Noon 1 May to noon 2 May - Assault Plt. fired 3 missions, 1 reg., 2 c/b.
Co. "B* tanks fired 220 rds. HE, harassing fire from pos. 03327h and 028279 from
0210B to 0230B. 3rd Plt. Co. "D* relieved from Co. "B"™ and att. to Co. "C".

Noon 2 May to noon 3 May - Assault Plt. fired 3 missions, 2 c/b, 1 reg.
total rds. 37 HE, 1 smoke. 5 tanks Co. "B" fired from pos. grid 0227. Total of
213 rds. HE fired. Smoke observed from Chatteau Woods. 127 rds. fired from same
location from 0300B to 0500B. Fire observed from pill box and damage to house.
let Plt., Co. "D¥ relieved from att. Co. "B" and att. to 135th Inf. Regt. as of
2100B.,

. Noon 3 May to noon L May - Assault Plt. fired 3 missions, 2 c/b, 1 reg.
Total rds. fired 62 HE, L4 smoke. 5 tanks Co. "B" fired 155 rds. HE harassing
fire from pos. in grid 0227 from C300B to 0S500B.

Noon 4 May to noon 5 May - Assault Plt. fired 1 mission reg. Total rds.

Noon 5 May to noon 6 May - Battalion relieved in place by 3rd Bm, 13th
A.R. Hq. Co. closed in new location at 960200 at 2100B. Bn. C. P. at 960200.
Co. "A¥" closed in new area 966213 at 2330B. Co. "B" closed in new area 968215 at
0130B. 2nd Plt., Co. "D® closed in new area 972217 at 2330B. All other locations

unchangede

Noon 6 May to noon 7 May - Co. "D" relieved from attachment to 3hth Inf,
Division.
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Report of Action Against the Enemy (May) Cont'd.

Noon 7 May to noon 8 Mey = Co. "A" training with 7th Inf. Regt.

Noon 8 May to noon 9 May ~ Co. "A" continued training with Tth Inf. Regt.
Co. "B" training with 15th Inf. Regt. Co. "C* training with 30th Inf, Regt.

Noon $ May to noom 10 May - Companies "B" and "C" attached to 3hth Inf,
Division, remain in present location on the alert.

Noon 10 May to noon 11 May - Continued training with units of 3rd Inf,
Division. .

Noon 11 May to noon 12 May - Two light tanks att. to 7th Inf. Regt. for
training. Co. "AY continues training with Tth Inf. Regt.

Noon 12 May to noon 13 May - Assault Flt. moved into pos. at 982249 att.
to 39th F. A.

Noon 13 Msy to nmoon 1li; May - No change in dispositions.

Noon 1lli May to noon 15 May - Continued training and planning for future
operations.

Noon 15 May to noon 16 May - Bridge guard cancelled by VOCG 34th Inf.
Division. -

Noon 16 May to noon 17 May - Assault Plt. fired 2 missions, 42 HE, 2 WP
for check points.

Noon 17 May to noon 18 May - Bn. C. P. closed in new area 989236 at
1500B. &ssault Plt. fired 3 missions, TOT 91 HE, 1 WP. Received 8 rds. c/b.

Noon 18 May to noon 19 May - Assault Plt. fired L missions, 1 pers. 1
c/b, 2 training. Fired 108 HE, 6 smoke.

Noon 19 May to noon 20 May - Assault Plt. fired 5 missions, 100 rds. HE.

Noon 20 May to noom 21 May - lst Plt., Co. "A" moved into pos. in lst
Bn, 133rd Inf. Regt. sector and alerted to support counterattack.

Noon 21 May to noon 22 May - Completed plans for future operations.
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Noon 22 Msy to noon 23 May -~ Units moved to assembly areas: Co. "A"
vic. 010288, Co. "B* vic. 013260, Co. "C" vic. 988281, Co. "D® vic. 996266.
Mortar Plt. 994261. Attack jumped off at 0630B. At 0700B 1 tk. Co. BY hit
mne at 023272 and burned. At 1000B 1 tk. Co. "A" hit mine at 008298 and was
disabled.

Noon 23 May to moon 2l May - Assault Plt, fired 9 missions, 1 rolling
barrage, 1 ¢/b, 1 mission on Kraut woods, 1 support of Inf, Total rds. fired
1637 HE, 12 WP. Tank companies contimued to support Inf. Regts. in the attack.
Coe "A" kmocked out Mk IV tank at 017307. Co. "A" lost 6 tanks through enemy
mines and 1 tank from enemy AT fire vic. 012299, Co. "B" had 1 tank knocked out
by ensmy AT near Eastern Junction. Coe. YC" bulldozer disabled by mine at 988305.

Noon 2 May to noon 25 May - 2 tanks Co. "A" hit by enemy AT fire at
019323. 5 tanks, Co. "A" im pos. 007315. 2 Plt., Co. "B" in pos. 03229¥ and 1lst
Flt., Coe. "B® in pos. 030303 supp. Inf. Co. "C¥ moved through obj. "R™ and "T"
and held up at "U-2", returned to vic. la Villa during hours of darkness, knocked
out mortars and light artillery pieces ME of la Villa. 2 tanks, Co. "C"™ knocked
out N. of Cisterna by en. AT fire. 1 tk, Co. "B"™ disabled by en. mine. Co., "A™
with 7 tanks and inf, attacked toward Cisterna from Isola Bella and took 22 PW.
2 tanks destroyed by en. AT fire. Assault Plt. fired 23 missions, 2 on en. tanks,
2 on en. vehicles, 9 supp. of Inf., 3 on strongpoints, L c/b, 3 on gun pos. Total
rds. expended 1928 HR. Co. "C" supported 30th Inf. Regt. in cleaning up enemy
resistance NW of Cisterna. 2 Plt., Co. "C® supp. Inf. in driving off enemy counter-
attack KE of Cisterna. Co. "D"™ less one Plat. ordered to enter Cisterna to clean
up enemy resistance was followed closely by Inf. Enemy resistance in Cisterna
ceased about 1600B. Co. "D" assembled at 1725B and had teken about 100 PW. 1lst
and 2nd Pit., Co. ®C" supp. 30th Inf. Regt. in attack toward Cori.

Noon 25 May to noon 26 May - Assault Plt, closed in new pos 038265 at
1310B. Units closed in new areas: Bn. C. P, 060351, Hq. Co. 018312, Mortar Plt.
018312, Co. "A® 018378, Co. "B" 065425, Co. "C™ 065425, amd Co. *D" 0193Th. Co.
HAW and WD® attached to 36th Inf. Division.

Noon 26 May to noon 27 May - 2nd Plt., Co. 4B moved to 097489 at 0315B
under command of Ass't. C. Go 3rd Inf. Divisione.

Noon 27 May to noon 28 May - Co. "C" and 2 P1lt. Co. "B" moved to new
areas vic. Giulianella preparatory to further action to the North. 2nd Plt., Co.
®B¥, supported Infantry attack on Artena. lost two tanks, one by enemy AT fire,
one hit AT mine. Co. "B" placed 7 tanks as road blocks covering road entering
Artena from the North.
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Noon 28 Msy to noon 29 Mgy ~ One plt., Co. "B¥ from 3rd Inf. Division
Res. reported to FSSF and toolg up pos. NE side of Artena.

Noon 29 May to moon 30 May - Assault Plt. fired 20 missions, 3 c¢/b, 3
tanks, L personnel, 7 Inf. support, 1 strongpoint, and 2 anti-tank guns. A
total of 1928 rds. expended. There was no change in disposition of tanks.

Noon 30 Mgy to noon 31 May - Assault Plt. fired 21 missions, 1 reg. 6
on tanks with 3 direct hits, 6 Personnel, 1 defensive fire, 7 intradictory fire.
Total rds. expended 884 HE, 6 WP,

3+ Summary of Operations of Co. "A"™ and "D¥ for period 27 May - 31 May:

Noon 26 May to noon 27 May - Coe. "A" and Co. "D" attached to 36th Inf.
Division. Co. "A" plosed into bivouac at 018380, Co. "D" closed into bivouac at
030345, «

Noon 27 May to noon 28 May - Coe "A® attached to lilst Inf. Regt. Co.
"D" attached to 143rd Inf. Regt. and given the mission of working with Co. %CW,
U3rd Inf. Regte to maintain contact with 34th Inf, Division; also to be used
in counterattack rales Cos *D¥ closed in bivouac at 961399 at 2030B.

Noon 28 Mgy to noon 29 May - 3rd Plat., Co. "D attacked with Infantry
North on road from 95540L. Encountered considerable small arms fire, machine
gun fire and SOMM mortar fire. Advanced to 955408 and held. 3 tanks from 1lst
Plts Coe "D" were being brought up to relieve two tanks on the line when one tank
was knocked out by two rounds of AT fire at a range of 250 to 300 yds. While
returning to the assembly area the tanks received considerable heavy mortar and
artillery fire. The tanks were placed in defensive positions covering armored
avemies of approsch vice 961,02, The lat and 2nd Plts. advanced up ridge during
night, 2nd Plt. leading, 1lst Plt. following with the infantry behind them, 411
machine guns and 37's were employed while advancinge.

Noon 29 May to 30 May - 3rd Plt., Co. "D* took up defensive positions
vic., 957406 with Infantry dug in between the tanks, howsver there was no infantry
out in front of the tanks. Recdived several hita on tanks from enemy Bazooka
guns. U light tanks were hit, two of which received penetrations and were dis-
abled. Enemy counterattack was beaten off and then Infantry outposted the tanks.

.- S\* ’
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At the end of the period, Co. "D? had two plts. supporting the re-
mainder of Coe "C*, 1li3rd Inf. Regt. and one Company, 36th Engineers. lst plt.
vesched objective with little difficulty. Znd plt. was held up short of objective
by minefield and anti~tank grenade fire., QOme tank knocked ocut by enemy mins,
€oe ™A* held in Division Reserve since the attachment to 36th Inf. Division and
was located at 994183 at the end of the pericde

he At the close of the period, units closed in sssembly areas at the follow-
ing locations: 2nd and Xd Plt., Co. "C® attached to 30th Inf, Regt. at 078500,
2nd and 3rd Plt., Co. "B® attached to 15th Inf. Regt. at 094458 and 103498 re-
spectively., 1st Plt., Co. "BY, attached to SSF at 101L454. 1st Plt., Co, "C*, 3rd
Inf, Division reserve at 097495, Co. "A" and "D* remained attached to 36th Inf.
Division. Service Company and trains bivouaced in ares vic. O7TLLOS.

SECTION II - INTELLIGENCE

W

Eneny activity directly affecting this organization prior to May 23 was
negligible., The first day of the attack on Cisterna many enemy AT mines were en-
countered. The enemy had the mine fields covered by anti-tank weapons, medium
calibere The anti-tank defense was breached by the end of the first day. From
this point on, hims anti-tank defense consisted mainly of 88 dual purpose guns and
Mark VI tanks. In some instances the Mark VI was fired from dug-in positions. in
occasional mine was encountered during the advance, probably due to the speed of
our advance causing the enemy to lsy his mines in & hasty mannere

le General:

The nature of the terrain permitied freedom of movement for the tanks
except for the occasional wadis and canals that restricted lateral movement.

Enemy artillery and mortar fire was light and ineffectives
SECTION III - LESSONS LEARNED
l, Operations during the past month consisted of occupying defensive posi-

tions, later conducting & period of intensive training on Tank - Infantry coopera-
tion, and then, during the last week, supporting infantry in the attack.
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It becomes more evident as tanka and infantry work together that much
planning ahead of time is necessary for the operation to be successful., Esch
tank commander must know the infantry plan of actiem, so that, if the platoon
leader or platoon sergeant or both are kmocked out, the remaining tanks will be
sble to contime pressing the attacke.

Routes through friendly mine fields must be thoroughly swept and plainly
marked so that the tanks can pass through them and cross the Line of Departure
without being disabled by our mines.

The snake was not used successfully in the operation mainly becamss it
was assembled too far behind the line of departure. The snakes muat be assembled
at such a point that when use is contemplated it can be pulled and pushed
straight from assembly point to the point to be used without making any defined
changes: in directione.

The battle sleds - See Section VII,
SECTION IV - SIGNAL
le Wires

At the beginning of the present offensive, wire became a secondary means
of commnication. Usually the only wire commmmication we had was from the Batta-
lion Headquarters; to higher headquarters. Dus to the enemy artillery fire and the
movement of heavy equipment the lines were very hard to kesp in service. Often
movemant was too fast to permit the laying of wire to Battalion C. Pe

2. Message:

Messenger service from higher headquarters was satisfactory. Our Batta-
lion messenger made at least one trip to higher haadqpazrters daily. Additional
runs were made when the situation warranted.

3¢ Radio:

Radio commmication contimued to be our primary means of communication
to the companies, Al the beginning of the present offensive, radio communication
was not very satisfactory dus to the jamming of the air by the enemy. At times
the distances between companies snd Battalion C. P. wame 80 great that it was
necessary to set up a relay station. We used the Artillery (bserver tank as the
relay station. The relay set-up worked Very satisfactory.
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L. lessons Learned:

Commmications with infantry units ranged from poor to good. At the
start of the opersgtion this Battalion drew five SCR-300 radio sets. These werse
used very little. The moet satisfactory set-up used was a liaison officer with
a SCR-509 radio set at the infantry regimental or battalion C. P. He was able
to maintain contact with his Company Commander or any platomm within the sector
in which the infantry regiment or battalion was operating. More consideration
was given to this problem than in preceding operations and considerable improve-
ment was noteds In one operation an infantryman with an SCR-300 radio set rode
on the platoon leader's tank and maintained contact with the infantry battalion.
This worksd satisfactorily, but could not be used very often due to enemy artil-
lery and snipers.

SECTION V - SUPPLY
l, QGensral:

During the past operation, the problem of supplying our tank companies
with rations, gasoline and ammnition was very difficult due to the fact that the
battalion was split between two infantry divisions and the distances involved made
it almost impossible for the battalion to supply the detached companies. This
problem was solved by attaching three 2% ton trucks to each of the detached com-
panies and they picked up their supplies from the infantry supply pointae

2. Rationa:

The principal ration used during operations is the C and K, but whenever
the tanks drop back where each crew can cook, 10 in* 1 is used. The 5 in 1 ration
is preferred over the 10 in 1 by all of the persomel.

3. Clothing:

Our supply of clothing has been excellent and all of the men have been
able to maintain & high standard of personal appearance. Have experienced
difficulty in obtaining small sizes of combat boots particularly sizes 5 and 5%

L. Gas, 0il and Ammo:
Gasoline and eﬁt as drawn from army dumps and the supply was unlimited.
s

ds the operation progre necesgitated making long hauls of these supplies as
army dumps did not move forward during the first phasee
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5. Ordnance Supply:

Tank replacements were available during the initial phase of the opera-
tion, but as our losses were rather high, due to enemy mines, we were not always
able to draw a replacement for a lost tank.

There is an acute shortage in this unit of fire control equipment, such
as binoculars and watches. Binoculars are absolutely essential for tank com-
manders in picking out targets. :

6o Battle Losses:

a. Ordnance
Tank, Medium MUAL - 3
Tank, Medium M - 6
Tank, Light MbAl - 1

7. Recomendations:

Arrangements should be made whereby small units can avail themselves of
clothing exchange shower facilities. Divisions are given priority on the use of
the showers and it is very difficult for a separate battalion to arrange a
schedule. .

Recommend that a ten percent increase in B rations be issued to each
unit when they are pulled out of the line for a rest or reorganization to help
build up morale and get the men in better condition after a long period of using
only C and K rations.

SECTION VI - PERSONNEL

l. At the beginning of the period, the total effective strength of the
Battalion was 783, officers and enlisted men. Prior to 23 May, there was only
slight variation below and above this figure, resulting from normal causes -
hospitalizations, RTU's, shipment on rotation, etc.
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Difficulty was experienced in several cases by the receipt of mal-
assigned rotation replacements. Due to duplication of speciflcgtion numbers,
infantry-trained men were sent to fill vacancies requiring specialized and
often highly technical knowledge of armored equipment. With the opening of
operations on 23 May, casualty evacuations rapidly reduced the unit's effective
strength until, at the end of the month, it was only 730. Requisitions had been
placed, based on expected casualties, but due to the fact that armor-trained
replacements were not available, the combat strength of the unit was considerably
weakened. In addition, because of the extended strain of combat without relief,
after the first week of new operations, (23 May - 30 May), several cases developed
of nervous exhgustion from sheer combat fatigue. The situation became such that
at the end of the period, it was necessary to ground efficiently functioning
combat equipment simply for lack of persomnel to man it.

SECTION VII - THE BATTIE SLED

le Purpose:

The Battle 8led is to be used as a means to get Infantry on an ob=~
jective when the advancing infantry is held up. The tanks towing the sleds to
make up & hard hitting striking force which can neutralize enemy strongpoints
without taking large percentages of casualties.

2., Tactical Use:

The tank platoon with the Battle Sled, and special~-trained infantry be
held in an attack position to be employed by the Company Commander when the occa-
sion arises., When use is contemplated, the tanks, towing the Battle Sleds carry-
ing the special troops, move straight on to the objective employing all available
WBapons. .

3. The Operation:

For the operation each Infantry Regiment was given 10 Battle Sleds.
Two platoons of tanks attached to each Infantry Regiment were equipped to tow
Battle Sleds. The Battle Sled=s were to be employed as follows: In each Regiment,
one platoon of tanks with Battle Sleds attached would remain in an attack position
to be employed on call and the other 5 Battle Sleds would be placed in an assembly
area where the tanks could return to pick them up when needed. Extensive train-
ing was carried on before the operation with the infantry and tanks working to-
gether as a team.
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During the operation the 30th Inf. Regt. used one platoon of tanks
towing battle sleds. Their mission was to clear hill Northeast of Ponte Rotto
of enemy resistance that was holding up the Infantry advance. The Tank - Battle
Sled team proceeded up the road toward Ponte Rotto and twned Northeast on Ponte
Rotto ~ Cisterna Road. They proceeded up the Ponte Rotto -~ Cisterna road about
300 yds. and encountered a mine field on the road and extending into the field
to the right and left of the road. The only path through the mine field was
blocked by three M-7's disabled by mines. It was decided that engineers would
clear & path for the tanks .to pass through the mine fielde The enemy laid an
mmeryfm‘\&n tanks but did very little damage. The sleds had to be unhitched
and pulled to the side of the road so that the tanks could back oute The tanks
were later sent on another mission and did not use the Battle Sleds thereafter.

The 7th Inf. Regt. did not use their Battle Sleds. Both tank platoons were
employed without the sledse.

The 15th Inf. Regt. committed one platoon of tanks towing the Battle Sleds.
Thelr mission was to reduce a strongpoint built around two housess The Tank -
Battle Sled team proceeded up the road, turned right off road and moved cross:
country toward objective. About 300 yds. from the objective the tanks encountered
an obstacle that the tanks could not cross. The enemy immediately laid down a
terrific mortar barrage that caused many casualties among the infantry and damaged
the sleds. The infantry released the sleds from the tanks. The tanks maneuvered
around and moved up to the left and closer to the objective. &1l of the tanks em-
ployed all weapons. The two houses were demolished and the entire area was swept
with machine gun fire. The enemy resistance immediately ceased, the infantry
advanced and took their objective and many prisoners. The enemy casualties were
very high with many killed. The other platoon of Battle Sleds was not employed,

Our experience with the use of the Battle Sled was not very satisfactory.
4 tank moving cross: country mmst of necessity be free to mansuver. Various ob-
stacles are generally encountered requiring the tank to back up or make sharp
turns which is impossible if they are towing Battle Sleds. With the fire power
possessed by the tank utilized from selected positions any strongpoint can be
effectively dealt with. Tanks always draw artillery and mortar fire that is in-
effective against tanks, but causes a high rate of among the infantry.

Majdér, 751st Tank Battalion,
4 Inecls. Commanding ~
Incl #1-Battle Casuvalty Report
Incl #2-Map (Ttaly, 1/50,000) Sheets 158 I, II, III, IV; 150 II.
Incl #3-Map (Italy, 1/25,000) Sheets 158 1 NE, SE, SW, NW; 158 IT NW,NE,150 II NE,SE.
Incl #u-Unit Journal ard F{1&
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HEADCUARTERS, 751ST TANK BATTALION .

APO #4b64, U, S, ARMY .

, 2 June 1944
Casualties oi the 751st Tank Battalion from 1 May 1944 through 31 May 1944:

COLPANY ‘ KIA MIA  WIA(Hosp) WIA(Not Hosp) IIA(Hosp) IIA(Not Hosp)

Headquarters and 0 0 3 3 1 (6]
Headquarters Campany ‘
Service Company o 0o 0 2 0 0
Company "A" 1 4 5 2 13 1l
Company "B" I 0 8 7 1 0
Company "C® 3 0 8 0 2 0
T e e S S -

_ r
RICHARD R, XNEUHOF3S
WOJG, 751st Tank Battalion,

Unit Personnel Officer.
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HEADQUARTERS, 7513T TANK BATTALION
APO #hé[}’ Uo Sa m

2 June 1944

Casualties of the 751st Tank Battalion trom 1 May 1944 through 31 May 1944:

" HEADQUARTERS AND
HEADGUARTERS COMPANY

Killed in iction:
None

Missing in Action:
None

Younded in Action (Hospitelized):

Hanson, Donald L, 3774709 Pvt 23 May 1944
DePietro, Mario A, 32764964 Pvt 23 May 1944
kKeCutcheon, Clarence L. 39117504 Pvt 23 May 1944
Wounded in Action (Not Hospitalized):
Gelardi, Jimmie J. 35014776 Fvt 6 May 1944
Gorelick, Jacob L. 31035583 Cpl 17 May 1944
Leon, Henry L. 39230128 S/5gt 29 May 1944
Injured in iction {Hospitalized):
Hancock, Lint C, 3,680174, Pt 23 kay 1944
Injured in asction (Not Hospitalized):
None
SERVICE COWPANY
Killed in Action:
None
Missing in action:
None
wounded in sctionHospitalized):
None
Wounded in iction (Not Hospitalized):
“Pulkowski, Edward A, 35154347 T/5 9 May 1944
wuzzey, worthen D, 0341613 Capt 15 Kay 1944

Injured in Action (Hospitalized):
Mone

Injured in action (Not Hospitalized):
one




Casualties ot the 751st Tank Battalion irom 1 May 1944 through 31 iay 1944
continued:

COLPANY HAM

Killed in Action:

None

E{ listed below Died of i/ounds received 25 .ay 1944~

Nemec, Stanley L. 39018055 /1 26 May 1944
Miissing in Action:

Doyle, John D. Sr. 35449984 Cpl 23 May 1944
Caddell, Jesse B, 14016094 Pvt 23 kay 1944
Doughty, Edward G. 33590584 Pvt 23 May 1944
Harms, Edward (NMI) 37653416 Pvt 23 May 1944
Wounded in Action (Hospitalized):

Kinney, Ewing K. 35031563 Sgt 2L, May 1944
Hatlak, Joseph J. 32808067 Pfe 2L, iay 1944
Pawling, Warren (NMI) 13078023 Cpl 24 May 1944
Leibold, Robert V., 35121927 Sgt 25 May lgua
Jones, i:lenn M. 37510116 P?c 2L, May 1944
Viounded in Action (Not Hospitalized):

Foreman, Erwin L. 01013300 1st It 24 May 1944,
Price, Thomas A, 19074925 - Sgt 24 May 1944
Injured in Action {Hospitalized):

Lengyle, Joseph W, 01015420 2d Lt 23 liay 1944
Warshavsky, Victor (MMI) 32249620 Ptc 24, ¥ay 1944
Jimenez, Robert 3. 39403086 T/5 24 May 1944
Thorson, Norwin O, 3644, 34,80 T/5 24 Kay 1944
lotts, Robert W. 33464161 T/5 24, day 1944
Cline, George L. 18137006 Pvt 24 May 1944
Levin, Nathaniel I. 010127406 1st Lt 28 NMay 1944
LeClaire, Gartield (NMI) 37095116 T/l 28 lay 1944
Beavers, Orville H. 35155725 Cpl 28 May 1944
Blamster, William L. 37273925 Pvt 28 May 1944
Hutchens, Kenneth W, 35562988 Fic 28 lay 1944
DL Orio, Louis M. 32253138 Cpl 28 Lay 1944
Busa, Lawrence J. Jr. 31280902 Prc 28 may 1944

Injured in action (liot Hospitalizedj:
Bolich, William (Ni(I) 35029342 s/sgt 25 Kay 1944




Casualties or the 751st Tank Battallon trom 1 May 1944 through 31 way

1944 continued:

Killed in iction:
Adoue, Victor E.
Kemp, illiam G.
Penn, Bradley C.

Bohman, Ernest J.

&issing in Action:
None

CQUFANY "B"

01015818
37509603
31319440
35121956

Wounded in Action (Hospitalized):

Rivett, Douglas T.
Cash, John S.
Ballard Ottis B,
Smith, Robert E,
Smith, Donald W,
Leopold, Edwin (NMI)
Bell, Columbus M.
Bridges, Cosper J.

32099889
6899275

34131369
33491567
37561766
35260248
34330038
38200762

Wounded in Action (Not Hospitaligzed):

Hilton, Howard C.
Williams, John W.
Podsadowski, Stanley J.
Siracusa, Stephen J.
Smith, Marvin s,
Harmon, Ralph E.
Atchison, Frank W.

32170953
34169874
31130060
37129976
34773946
35017638
37101818

Injured in Action (Hospltalized):
Van Eck, Henry iNHIS 37550921

Injured in Action (Not Hospitalized):

‘None

Killed in Action:
Johnson, Elmer L,
Santos, Valentine F,
fraser, Irving T. Jr.

lidssing in Aaction:
lone

COMPARY nGH

37328988
39549441
Ou22324

1st Lt

Pvt
Sgv

Pte
3/5gt
Cpl
Pvt
Pvt
Pfc
Ccpl
Cpl

T/4
Ptec
Pvt
T/4
T/is
Cpl

Cpl

Cpl

Capt

27 say 1944
27 May 1944
28 May 1944
27 kiay 1944

23 Kay 1944
23 May 1944
23 May 1944
23 May 1944
2L, May 1944
27 May 1944,
27 May 1944
30 May 1944

23 May 194
24 May 1944
27 May 1944
27 lay 1944
27 May 1944
28 May 1944
28 May 1544

23 May 1944

24 MNay 1944
24 lay 1944
26 May 1944



Casualties or the 751st Tank Battalion trom 1 May 1944 through 31 Hay 1944
continued:

CQUMPANY "C" CONT!'D,
Wounded in Action (Hospitalized):

Warren, John L. 35270160 Sgt 23 May 1944
Fischer, John T. 35021069 T/k 23 May 1944
Cook, William C, 34398520 Pfe 23 May 1944
Lear, Vincent R. 33415440 Pfc 23 May 1944
Gonet, Marjan J. 31303131 Pvt 24 May 1944
Evans, William R, 01014440 2d Lt 25 May 1944
Ahearn, Leo F. 32171249 Sgt 24 May 1944
Smith, Dewey E. 16155149 Pte 26 May 1944
Wounded in Action (Not Hospitalized):
None
Injured in Action (Hospitalized):
Matteson, Gene R, 37509754 Pvt 26 May 1944
Injured in 4ction {Not Hospitalized):
None
COMPANY nwD"v
Killed in Action:
Lee, Fritz dJ. 7023253 Pvt 23 May 1944
Missing in Action:
Dougherty, John J. 33577011 T/5 29 hay 194
Earley, Dorel L. 3927951 Pve R9 uay 1944
Wounded in Action (Hospitalized):
Cotiman, Clarence E. 01011608 1st Lv 23 May 1944
Goodroe, Grady C. 01014284 2a Lt 25 May 1944
Carver, Leo W. 31499847 Pzc 28 May 1944
Wilson, Kobert D. Jr. 13176724 sgt 28 iay 1944
Armiger, Yoseph G, Jr, 01011576 2a Lt 29 lay 1944
Booze, Kenneth R. 35031221 3/5g¢ 31 day 1944
King, Ellard (N:I) 35260007 3gL 31 May 1944
Spickler, James E, Jr, 35014780 Sgt 31 kay 1944
Rackel, Francis 3. 35014783 Pvt 31 May 1944
Wiounded in Action (Not Hospitalized):
"'Edgar, Clarence E, 35021545 Pvt 23 Kay 1944
De Felice, Frank M, 32489114 Pvt 2 Hay 1944
Terry, George (NMI) 36335805 T/5 31 May 1944



Casualvies o1 the 751st Tank Battalion itrom 1 May 1944 through 31 May 1%k
continued:

COMFANY "D" CONT'D,

Injured in sction (Hospitalized):

Wirt, Charles a. 37511863 Pvt 24 May 1944
Smith, Weldon A. 322868-5 Ptc 25 May 1944
Boles, Orin K. 35020951 Pte 31 day 1944
Injured in isction (Not Hospitalized):

Blanton, Robert E. 35121958 3/3g% 24 May 1544
%“heelock, John E. 35021128 T/ 29 May 1944
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n 12 June Bn. moved to a bivoune area i miles NE of Pracciane where
nm.mmwmmm,twmohudwm.

2. Daily Summary (Bn. less Co. A ad Oo D which were with 36th Div. untdl
9 Juns. Ses par. 3): - :

Noon 31 May te noon 1 June = Compenents units Bn. CP ~ 084llL, Hqe Co. =
06ldl;, Morter Flte = 065LLS, Assanlt Pit. = OSLL3L, Co. A =~ G19L67, Co B -
069139, Co. C = 069Lld. Servies Co. and traine bivouacoed vis. O o 204 Fl%.
Qoe C supported Tth Inf. Regh. in an attack 17008 « four tanks disecbled. ¥ 33
maummpxu.co.lnwls&m.mamu.m lst it
$0¢ B mupported 53F. Asssalt plt. fired 16 missions - 1 CB, 6 10T, T interdietion.
- Mupended 673 HE, 4 WP. Mne OP, Hqee Oo., Jiortar plt, and lst plt. Co. C olosed
in area vie. 097495 at 2200B. 1lat plt. Ce © in Div. reserve. At 05303 1st and
Jxd plts. Co. C attacked with 0th Inf. Regt. 24 plt. Coe C revertad to Div.
reserve. mmn&.mommmwm,by 1st plt. Co. "C",

, xomlamtomzm-mhmmuw;mm.mu
m:td’dancmmterlng M“RMt 00.!710.-03)528,

- 082513, Co. C vio. 082515 3, 087527, ,m-(l)mco.nww&
five ab 13007, Assault t. fired 55 missions - 31 interdictien, 17 inf. prepare~
tien, 2 nabilwerfers, $ 202, Expmnded 2122 HE, 3 WP,

Noon 2 June %0 noon 3 June ~ Morter plt, vic. 09hSk. Assaul$ pit.

"090509. 1st Flt. Cos B and 2 tark dosers joined Xllis Tuskr Foros. nd and 4

pu.oo.nmahtpu.oo.c-uppommm.mmmm

?i&t.ﬁo.B-JMWuM- Two tanks Co. B not mumned beoause
hﬂk (oo T . :

Noon 3 Juns S0 noon ) dme ~ lub and 2ud pls. Co. C and 2nd saet 2t

Noon L June to noon 5 June - Servies Oo. closed in ares vies 023590 ab
155, Bn. CP, ligs Co, and Mortar plt. arrived sres vie. 849682 at 2,008,
w,““.mmmmmnm. uﬂl‘ouchMMO
in nareh through Rome. mm.co.cammco.ummumnef
15¢h Inf. %.Bhulﬂt.ﬁﬁﬂmﬂﬁ&m.hmwm.
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to woon 6 June - Assault plt. relioved from atelment to

39th FA In and joined Bq. Co. at 849662. Cos B supported 15%th Inf. in clesr~
amm.mmmwmmm.aaasm Co.
cwmm.ummmmunmmmunm.

" fwo tis. Co. B lost on KIF.

Mémum7m-co.nmea.cmamm.mm
and ramined in asserbly areas.

Boon'llmtcaomam-m.cp, Has. Co, Cos B, and Coe C closed
in area vic. 497712, ' :

- Noon § Jwne 1o moon 12 dwwe - Maintensnce, traiming and rest. Co. A
Pejoined Dn. 9 Jums. Goe D rejoined MR. 9 Juue. Atohd to 1st AD fer teuiming

mnmummm-mnq..amunmm.mmﬂ
1320308, Relisved attachmnt 1ot AD and atchd Fifth Army eff. 1613308. M. -

- - Wuined end reetod witiin ite area for the romeinder of the peried,

3. wwvoo.amca.n(amgsnnm for pariod X1 Mey -
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Rgport ot.&ctimtorm&m.(}wﬂd.

3. Battle Effticisncy:

a. If full treck vehicles are to arriwe in the zons of action in
Mbutcaﬂiﬁmfwmt.muﬂ t should be mede for the employ-
meat of tank transporters. mmmmmmm,w
inhotmﬂw,hmuwsﬂytummnhuﬂmoﬁmmﬁeﬂ

: be mmh:%whhmtaﬂmmgagedinaﬁmtﬂrmm
& period of timme. Mmamdmmmmm-ahm

(1) Froper tenk maintenance is not accomplished.

high, If bath iypes of replacesents are not readily at hand, battls affisiany
of a kigh arder vill not be meintained. s

a) Attentiom is drom to the fact that £ the most ‘
mz‘mhmnmthn.MMnhﬁahbmm. * : pert pur-

. Training and Disgipline:

A« A lack of t» ad b
@ L truinting discipling brought out the following cbesrya—

(1) thl.iubmﬂymmmgimtmmﬁt
mm;cngagingﬂaw.' Mm.mmmtebtdnhmtthq
mmmmnwmmwunmm-am.m.

(2) Men bailing out of temics, thet ware Nit without their bringing
their arme and he o Sooe ‘ to h
. mglected von wrovide them with hand grenadeg

(3) mummm,tmmmm to keep
twuproporlydispmul » Keaping Ih'mgutlrmr’ plate towmrd
mmwummmamm:wmm.

- 6o -
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Re mmmnumkeptwnrm, wm;

- mmmmmmummmmamwm
in tanks are froquent. nummwmumuamm
wﬁsmdaauﬂhuwﬂg}u‘

Xe Smmury:
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(2) It ssems to be a better policy to uss tanks for shoxt
periods of combat (3 to L days) frequently rather than for a protracted
the rest for persamel and the necessary tank ma
Tt is belioved that in the end this will achiewve greater

results upon the battlefield. .
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dortage of fire oumtrol equipment such as Dinosulars
ard watohes. Binoculars aye essextial for tank eumssnture.

wnble o chtein the necessmy
of vhealad vehicles end tasks due 4o distanss betwssn

the paried thim walt has beenm
the Dn. and the cxdnance depeb,

repairing

There is sn acule
mmtw‘ﬂl.
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T« Recommendationss

Arrangemenis sbould be made wherely szmll units can avail themselves
olothing exchangs and shower faedlities. DMvigiors are given pridrity en
: mdﬁnﬁmuﬂﬂhdff&uﬂttnnmhmum
& svheduls. , '

EX

SECTION VI ~ PERSOICEL
l. QOenerals

At the opemting af the period covered by this report, batile essusl~
umwmummmmm'-mam
Offieers and K, o> figure below muhorised T/0 strength. Roquisitions had
mmmmmm@wmmvmmm-m
sxived that there werw ms armer~trained replacemsnts availahle. The wadt wap
sbliged %o continue in estiem, ’-“MMMWU‘“:

'wuhm.mm'ﬁwbm ;
[ vmmmm,m-.ummmmvcw

 servigeabls tanks and other nsterisle

' nmmwmmmmumm-mm.m,
the unit received ite first replacessnts. A wry fex of these men had hed
previows training with tamk unite. The majority of them were frem sther mwms,
'mmm,uuumm-um. Ith-b-unm

n 26 June our (2i) men ware recel rained
tark crew men; howsver, th 'mmd’:‘" period of tank




During remaining three wosis considersble lgt echelon maintenanse
was accogilished by tark arews. Oeneral purpose vehicles were on detashed
mrmﬂuwgmiuﬁmrwapriodot.nekmmmm”aﬂ
sohalon maintenance. '

rnkwuwmmmmwdmﬁmmmm
Mcmﬁmbhtmnm&admﬂﬁnﬂdﬂnw&cnumthm

mmdmmmmmmumu-m:;mu
naintenance . Without parts and material 1ittle can be acecomplished and
mam(wm}munmmuhmn-m
ing unite with supplies and raterials. Also it was moted that moves by a
mmmtmmwmmymmmhammmmw
1light woricing hours may be utilised.
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HEADQUARTERS
751ST TANK BATTALION
APO #u6L
Ue So ARMY

RESIPH* B L August 194L

SUBJECT: Report of Action Against the Enemy for the month of Julye.

. A
TO $ The Adjutant General, Washington #25, D. Ce, Us S Armye

THRU : Commanding General, IV Corps, APC #30L, U. S. Army. .
~
, N S

le In compliance with par. 10, AR 345-105, as amended by Change #1, dated W\
9 March 1943, the following report of action against the enemy for the month of |
July is subnmitted:

SECTION I - OPERATICHOS

Sumpary ol our Operations
1 - 31 July I9LL

£, b

ls Note:

The period opened with the 751st Tank Battalion in a rest and training
area 4 miles MW of Bracciano, Italy. Coe B had closed in an area in vicinity of
Iido de Roma at 2230B on 30 June and was attached to 85th Infantry Division for
training. On 12 July the Battalion, less Cos. B, Serve Co., and full tracked
vehicles, closed in area vicinity of Roccastrada and were attached to 85th Divi-
sion upon arrivals On 1L July Service Company and full tracked vehicles arrived
at Battalion arca, On 15 July, the Battalion moved to area vicinity of Bibbona
and were attached to IV Corps. On 16 July Coe B rejoined the Battalion and the
Battalion moved to an area 6 miles E. of Bibbona. On 21 July, the Bn. moved to
an area vicinity of Fauglia and were placed in support of the 3Lith Infantry Div.
On 22 July Babtalion Hgse. closed in area vicinity Q171523. Companies moved up
in support of 133rd and 168th Infantry Regiments, and remained in defensive posie
tions, except for small attacks to improve the infantry!s Iines. The Assault
Platoon moved into firing positions vicinity of QIL2569 on 23 July. Tanks re-
mained in defensive positions, doing some firing and making several Iocal attacks
with infantry units, until 27 July. On this date the 3L4th Infantry Div. was re-
lieved by the L5th AAA Brigade, acting as infantry. The Battelion remained -
attached to IV Corps and was sub attached to 2nd Armored Group. Companies re=

v AW‘ s e 8 suppor't of the hsth AAA Briga.de.
BIRICYT e 7T
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Report of Action for Month of July, Cont!d.

RESTRIGT LA
viL:
on 28 July the Battalion assumed responsibility for support of the entire Brigade
front. Two platoons of each medium company were placed in position to be used as
artillery, with their remaining platoon functioning as roving tank platoons to be

employed in their normal role. Coe D was placed in Brigade reserve. All elements
remained thus through the close of the period.

2+ Daily Summary for period 22 - 31 July:

Noon 22 July to noon 23 July - Bn. Hgse. and Hgs. Coes closed in area
vic Q171523 at 222050B. Other locations are as follows: Coe. 4, less 3rd Plt. vic
QIBJJJ»??, Coe B - QT.ZISIB, Coe C - Q102519, Coe. D, Mortar Plto, and 3rd plto Coe A,
in Dive reserve vic QU4O5SL7, Assault Plt. vic. Q139562

Noon 23 July to noon 2l July = Coe B closed vic Q37568 at 1200B., 3rd -
Plt. Coe A and 3rd Flts Coe B went into firing positions vic. Q165618. Other two
pltse Coe. B went into firing positions vic. QL9564. 3rd Plt. Co. B moved to
Q161618., 1st Plt. Coe C moved to vic. Q179625 and supported Co. C 168th Inf.
Regte in attack on strongpoint vic QE7863L. Assault Plt. moved to. firing positicns
vic Q1li2569. Sustained three casualties from AP mines. Fired 2 rds. smoke for
registration. 1st Plt. Co. C fired 50 rds. HE, knocking out several L/G's and
other small pockets of resistance vic Q176628

Noon 24 July to noon 25 July = lst Pltw Co. B moved to vic Q137619; ond
Plte Coe B vice. QIL6618; 3rd Plte Coe B vic Q16361li; Co. B CP vic. QL46618. .1st
Plt. Coes B supported 2nd Bn. of 133rd Inf. Regt. in small attack.

Noon 25 July to noon 26 July - lst Plt. Co. C adjusted fire of Div.
Arty. on enemy tks. at Q279675 vith good results and at least one large vehicle
destroyed. Serv. Co. closed in area vic. Q188480 at 0815B., Coe B lost one (1)
tank vic Q137619 as a result of heavy arty fire - L casudlties. Assault Plt.
fired to check registration. Received a few rds. harassing fire - no casualties,
1lst Plt, Coe B moved to Q131609.

Noon 26 July to noon 27 July - Mortar Plt. rejoined ligs. Cos vic
Ql71532. Assault Plt. fired 2 missions: 1 = personnel, 1 - zun position. Ammo
expended - 50 HE, 3 smoke. Co. D less 3rd Plt, moved to area vic Q092546.

" Noon 27 July to noon 28 July = Coe D less 3rd Plt. returned vic QlL5LS.
Co. A moved to area vic Q089550. Co. C assembled vic Q0935L48.
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Report of Action for lonth of July, Cont!de

Noon 28 July to noon 29 July - Service Coe closed in area vic Q185497
at 1300B. Bne. alerted due to enery naval activity. Companies A and C moved to
defensive positions in event of a possible landing, 2nd Plt. Co. D moved to
Q199599, Assault Plt. fired 2 missions: 1 - enemy tanks, 1 - suspected fuel '
durpe Started fires which burned for several hours. Expended LO HE, 1l WP.
2nd and 3rd Plts. Co. A moved to vic Q030570, 1lst Plt. Co A vie Q0B9550, Co. B
vic Q165603, Coe C vic Q093548.

Noon 29 July to noon 30 July - Mortar Plt., vic. Q179611, fired 3
nissions: 1 - encrmy persomnel, 1 - bridge, 1 - enermy mortars. Expended 65 - L,
5 - H, 20 Smoke. Co. A moved vic. Q0995L0, Ist Plt. Coe A vic Q032576, 2nd Plt.
Coe A vic Q022591, 3rd Plt. Coe. A vic Q026589. 2nd and 3rd Plts. to be used as
arty, lst Plt. to act as a roving tank nlt. Co. B moved to area vic Q145617,
1st Plt. Co. B vic Q161605, 2nd Plt. Coe D vic QLU5617, 3rd Plt. Co. B vic
QL6360L4. 1st and 3rd Plts. to be used as arty, lst Plt. to act as a roving tonk
nlt. 1st 2nd 3rd Plts. Co. C moved vic Q099590 to be used as arty. 2nd Plt. vic
Q102552 to zct es a roving tank plt. Co. D in reserve at QLl5L8.

Noor* 30 July to noon 31 July - Morter Plt. fired Uil, Y Smoke. Arty.
pltse. of Coss A cnd C fired for registration. Assault P1t. received harassing
Tire - 1 casualty. 1st Plt. Co. A nioved vic Q02757L, Coe C CP vic Q093566, Co.
B CP vic Q158601. Other elements renained unchanzed through close of period.

SECTION II - INTELLIGENCE
Surmary of Enery Operations’
25— 3T July 1oL

le General:

Throughout this period the enery held defensive nositions generally
north of the Arnc river. These positions seemed lizhtly held vith main defensive
line in mountains to the north.

Artillery fire was light throughout the period although there were
nunerous heavy ccucentrations of mortar and artillery iire in forward areas.
S21f vropelled suns and tanks fired chiefly ot nizht, returning to cowered posi-
tions pricr to daylighte




Report of Action for Month of July, Contld.

Enenry armor was not contacted except for individual taniss firing
harassing fire. Several concentrations of armor were observed at a distance
and taken under fire.

Enemy natrols vere very active at night. These were uwsually composed
of from 2 - 5 men armed with automatic wespons. Their »rimary nission seemed Lo
be reconnaissance although they would usually fire on or cxmbush small zrouns of
personnel. lMachine puns and aimmunition were nidden in buildings in or rnear our
lines for use of patrols or erery hiding out along the south szide of the river.

Partisans proved very helpful in locating minefields and renorting in-
formation of the enemy to our forward elements. Their information, particularly
concerning minefields, for the rost part nroved accurzte and helpful. It was
noted, however, that these partisans were very familiar with our strength, dis-
position of forces and weapons, and leccztion of ocur CP's. Such a situation misght
prove extremely harmful for, although they seem friendly and volunteer information,
it must be remembered that they travel through our lines into enemy territory and
might just as easily be furnishing information to the enemy.

SECTICN ITI - L&SSCNS LILARNED,

1. Indirect Fire:

In addition to cmploying tanks for indirect firing to support infantry
and/or other tanks, it hds been found that they can be employed to great
advantage in supplementing field artillery. Therefore, all tank persomnel should
be trained in indirect fire procedure. The Azimhth indicators have been used
very satisfactorily, especially in night firing. The panoramic sight of the type
used on the «50 cal. machine gun is more accurate than the Azimuth indicator but
it is not an organic part of the tank and therefare is usually unavailable in the
combat zones

2. Recommendations:

a. Experience has indicated the necessity and importancc of intellinent
liaison with the next higher headquarters. Tank companies ere usually attached to
or in direct support of infapitry rezirients for omerations, thercfore malzing it
necessary that the company furnish a Iiaison Officer to the Infantry Reriment. It
is recommended that each medium tank company and the light tank company be
authorized an officer to be Company Exgcutive Officer and Iiaison Officer.

L,
R

| el
A
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Renort of Action for Month of July, Cont'de

be. The bulldozer blade a5 a modification and attachment to the tank
has proven highly successful in combate It is recommended that each medium
compary be equivped with one bulldozer blades

ce The present T/0 and E authorizes each medium company one Y¥~7. The
personnel nade available to the =7 is insufficient to prorerly employ the piece.
It is recommended that M-7's authorized each medium company be included in the
Headquarters and Headquirters Company T/C and E as a part of the assanlt gun
platoon making a six gun platoons It is further recommended that an additional
officer in the grade of Lt. be authorized Headquarters and Headguarters Company
for the 6 zun Assault Platoona

SECTION IV - SIGNAL

le Generals

Radi*o, wire and messenger were used for comrmnications with higher
headquarters.

2. Vire:

Wire communications proved quite satisfactory whenever unit remained
bivouaced in one area long enough to warrant the laying of wire. Some difficulties
were experienced due to the grade of wire used. A large percentage of the wire
used was Class B, retrieved wire, and a good many breakages resulted causing some
disruntion in our commnications.

3. Radio:

Radio communications, both woice and C., W., were used with higher head-
quarters and proved very satisfactory with only a minimum of difficulties
experienced. The difficulties had were due mostly to terrain features and the
distances involved. Mechanical troubles were slight.
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Report of Action for Month of July, Cont'd.

L Recommendations:

Tt is believed that the following changes in T-0 and E 17-25, dated 15
Sept 1943 would prove beneflclal, The authorization of a W. 0. in commnications,
the authorization of a 2% ton truck w/l ton trailer to the commnications sectlon
for converting into a repair and spare parts truck, the authorization of one
additional T/L4 radio repairman and one additional T/5 radio repairman in Iigs. Co.
and one additional T/5 radio repairman in each line Co., the authorization of a
wire crew in I s. Coe consisting of one Sgt. wire chief and two basic linesmen.
An additional % ton truck would be needed for the transportation of the wire crew.

SECTION V - SUPPIY

le General:

During the period 1 - 31 July this battalion wes engaged in drawing
tanks and moving back into the Line. During the early part of the period the
battalion was short four (L) 23 ton 6 x 6 trucks and three (32 2 ton Trucks, L x L
C &R, however, at the close of the period three (3) trucks 2% ton 6 x 6 and two
(2) trucks § ton, L x 4 C & R were allocated the battallon and transportation
improved.

2. Rations:

The principal éation used during the period was the 10 in 1 ration.
This ration is very popular for tank crews in combat, however the 5 in 1 is nre-
ferred by all personnel because of the variety it offers.

3+ Clothing:

Supply of clothing was excellent and all personnel have been able to
maintain a high standard of personal.apnearance. However, smaller sizes of combat
boots, particularly sizes 5 and 5% and the one niece coverall size 36 R have been
difficult to draw.

L. Gas, il and Amrunition:

The supply of gasoline, oil and ammunition has been ample for the periode




Raport of Action for lonth of July, Contld.

5. Ordnances

2. Tank replacements have been good. At the close of the reriod the
battalion was short two (2) medium tanks.

be Toward the clem e of the period parts for general purpose vehicles
were less difficult to obtain,

Ce The'shortage of fire control equipment still existse. DBinoculars
have not been available.

Equipment, such as ramrer staffs, aiming stake, lishting devices,
and Azimuth Indicators also have not been available.

64+ Battle Losses:
a. Ordnance:
v
Tank, Yedium M} - 1
be Signal:
SCR - 528, completes

SECTION VI ~ PERSONNEL

1. General:

The personnel status of the command fluctuated only slightly during the
veriod. Battle casualiies were extremely light and the number of hospital re-
turnees remained sufficient to maintain sdequate strength at all times. In accord-
ance vith T/0 revisions, on 31 July, twelve (12) basic privates were transfered
on naper to Personnel Center #6 and made available for call by Renlacement Command,
HATOUSA. These revisions reduced the authorized assigned enlisted strength of the
unit from 713 to 680. '
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Report of Action for Month of July, Cont'd.

Delay in the receipt of rotation replacerments continued. No replace-
ments were received during the periode In some instances, vacancies still exist
from rotations as early as February. In the interim, the positions are being
filled by capable men.to whom the appropriate rating cannot be given. The con~
timied existence of this situation in which men hold positions of responsibility
with no hope of compensation has created a personnel problem with which company
comuanders cannot copes

SECTION VII - MAINTENANCE

le The problems of maintenance were reduwced to a minimum for the first two
weel® of the month due to the turning in of 25 medium tanks to other organizavions.

. 2+ Operations in the second two weelrs were well coordinated vithin the
battalion and with higher echelons. New equipment (33 medium tanks and 11 light
tanks) were technically inspected between the 18th and 21lst. There was an ab-
normal amount of medium tank clutch trouble and general purvcse vehicle steering
trouble due to extreme dust conditions.

3. A shortage of parts and supplies slowed up operations considerably.

igéZéﬁ?ZfL'JaZiig;yaz&a<
, ARTHUR SHYDE, - -
Lte Col., 751st Tenk Battalion,
Cormanding.
5 Inclse .
Incl. #1-Battle Casuz2lty Report . .
Incl. #2=Yaps (Italy 1/50,000) Sheets 112 IV, 111 I, 1C5 IIL, 1CL II.
Incle #3~Maps (Italy 1/100,000) Sheets 112, 117, 105, 104
Incl. #i-Maps (Italy Road - 1/200,000) Shects 3, 15, 17
Incl, #5-Unit Journal and file.
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HEADGUARTERS
7515T TANK BATTALION
APO #4b64, U, S, ARMY

1 august 1944
Casualties of the 751st Tank Battalion trom 1 July 1944 through 31 July 1944:
COMPANY KA MIA  WIA(Hosp) WIA(Not Hosp) IIA(Hosp) 1IA(Not Hosp) Total

Headquarters and

Headgquarters Company 1 0 1 0 o} 0 2
Service Coupany o) o} 0 0] 0 0 0
Company "A" 1 0 0 0 1 0 2
Company "B" 0 1 3 1 1 0 6
Company "C" 0 0 0 ) 0 0 0
Company "D® 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 2 1 T -1 -z -0 I

-, RICHARD R. %

WOJG, 751st Tank Battalion,
Unit Personnel Ofticer.



HEADJIUARTERS
7513T TANK BATTALION
APO #L6L, U. 5. ARMY

1 August 1944

Casualties of the 75lst Taﬁ(E§tta&ion from 1 July 1944 through 31 July

1kht
HEADQUARTERS AND
HEADQUARTERS COMPANY

Killed in action:
Caruso, Joseph J. 32 168 192 Sgt.

Missing in action:

None
¥lounded in Action (Hospitalized):
“Niva, Markus B, - {fiesp) 16 '061';'5'33 Sgt.

Wounded in Action (Not Hospitalized):
None

Injured in Action (Hospitalized):

None

Injured in Action (Not Hospitalized):
None

SERVICE COMPANY
Killed in action:
one

Missing in Action:
None

Wounded in action (Hospitalized):
None

Wounded in Action (Not Hospitalized):
None

Injured in action (Hospitalized):
None

Injured in Action (Not Hospitalized):
None

pEGT

23 July 1944

23 July 194k

/ 0
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Casualties ot the 7vlst Tank Battalion iram 1 July 1944 through 31 July

1944 continued:
COMPANY nman
Killed in action:
Dean, Elias W, 3, 268 81,

Missing in action:
None

Wiounded in Action (Hospitalized):
None

Ylounded in saction (Not Hospitalized):
None

Injured in action (Hospitalized):
Nitschke, Arthur A, 37 095 Tu7

Injured in iction (Mot Hospitalized):
None

COMPANY uBH

Killed in Action:
None !

Missing in Action:
Campbell, Thomas R, 11 048 214

Wounded in siction (Hospitalized):

Berger, Norman 3R 170 189
Xoore, Thamas D, 15 047 949
Golden, Tarzan N. 37 603 519
Wounded in iction (lNot Hospitalized):
Holloway, LeRoy 15 330 323
Injured in sction (Hospitalized):
Bishop, Jesse J, 34 611 096

Injured in Action (Not Hospitalized):
None

Pvt,

T/4

T/5

30 July 1944

21 July 1944

25 July 1944

23 July 1944
25 July 1944
25 July 194

27 July 194

25 July 1944

J)



L

Casualties of the 751st Tank Battalion trom 1 July 1944 through 31 July

»

194 continued:

CQUPANY nCH
Killed in Action: ,
None

Missing in iction:
None

Younded in Action (Hospitalized):
None

Wounded in Action (Not Hospitalized):
None

Injured in action (Hospitalized):
None

Injured in action (Not Hospitalized):
None

COWPANY D
Killed in Action:
None

Missing in Action:
None

Viounded on action (Hospitalized):
None

\
Wounded in Action (Not Hospitalized):
None

Injured in iction (Hospitalized):
None

Injured in action (Not Hospitalized):
None
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HEADQUARTERS
751ST TANK BATTALION
APO #A6L
U. S. ARNY

2 October 1944

- SUBJECT: Report of Action Against the Enemy for the month of September.

TO : The Adjutant General, Washington #25, D. C., U. S. Army.
THRU  : Commanding General, Fifth Army, APO #h6l, U. S. Army.

1. In compliance with par. 10, AR 3L45-105, as amended by Changes. #1,
dated 9 March 1943, the following report of action againdgt the enemy for the
nonth of September is submitted: o

SECTION I ~ OPERATIONS
Summary of our Operations
1 - 30 September 19LL

1. Noté}u

. At the openlng of the periody the 751st Tank Battalion remained
attached to IV Corps and sub-attached to TF L5. Two platdons from each of
Companies "A", "B", and "C" occupied artlllery positions, while the other
platoon from each company was utilized as a roving platoon for the purpose
of making demonstrations and deviations along the Arno River in the TF L5
sector. After the crossing of the Arno River was completed on 3 September,
the medium tank companies resumed the artillery role and conhtinued to use -
one platoon as a roving unit. On 9 September, Companies "A! 'and "MD" were
attached to 2d Armd Group, and were formed into two separate tagk forces.
under the command: of -the two respective company commanders. Each task force
consisted of one platoon of light tanks, one platoonrmedium tanks, one
platoon tank destroyers from 894 TD Battallon, and had supporting elements
.of infantry. Company "B" was placed in Battalion Reserve and used as
artillery from 6 September through 29 September, at which time it.was re-
vlaced by Company "A". Company "C" was placed in support of the 107th AAA
Group on L September and remained in that capacity until 15 Septeimber, at
which time it assumed a supporting role with the 6th Combat Team of the
Brazilian Expeditionary Force. o

2. Daily Summary:

Noon 31 August to noon 1 September -~ Component units disposed as
follows: Battalion CP vicinity 176L98, Hq. Co. vicinity 176L98, Assault
Platoon vicinity 143569, Mortar Platoon vicinity 179610; Comdeny "AM CP
vic, 020582, 1st Platoon 026589, lst:'section, 2d Platoon’ vieirlty OOL585, - .
2d sectlon, 2d Platoon vicinity 068617, 3rd Platoon viéinity I 52591; L
Company "B" CP vieinity 124603, 1lst Platoon vicinity 122608, 2d Platoon
vicinity 1LL616, 3rd Platoon vicinity 120608; Company "Gt CP vieinity 093506,
1st Platoon vicinity 098637, 2d Platoon v1c1n1ty 099595, 3rd Platoon .
vicinity 099595; Company "D" CP vicinity 1LLSL8, 1st Platoon v101n1ty

L L




CONFIDENTIAL

Report of Action for month of Sept, Cont'd.

1L45L8, 2d Platoon vicinity 1LLSL8, 3rd Platcon vicinity 178608; Service
Company CP vicinity 185L97. 1st Platoon, Company "A" fired a mission on an
enemy sun in the vicinity of 006659 and started a fire in the immediate

area. lst Platoon, Company "B" fired on a house containing enemy personnel
in the vicinity of 174675. The area was covered thorouzhly and several di-
rect hits were observed. Company WB's" tank dozer reported to 235th Engineer
Battalion for the purpose of making a demonstration in the vicinity of
178610. 1Mo enemy reaction occurred.

' koon 1 September to noon 2 September - The Battalion forward CP
moved te the vicinity of 120610, closing in at 020845B, as the Battalion
prevared to cross the Arno River. The 3rd Platoon, Company "D" began its
crossing at O20715B and the last vehicle crossed at O745B. The platoon
then closed into the area in the vicinity of 161641. At 1100B, the re-
mainder of the company completed a move to the area 11861L. Six tanks from
Company "C" crossed the river at 1030B and proceeded to the vicinity of 116l .
The 2d Platcon of Company "B", the 3rd Platoon of Company "D, and the
Mortar Platoon moved into the vicinity 1L66. Mo contact was made with the
enemy.

Noon 2 September to noon 3 September - The Battalion CP and Hgq.
Co. moved from 176498 to join the Battalion forward CP at 120610, closing
in the area at 021515B. Ceompany "A" remained in position south of the Arno
River and elements of the company supported the 39th LAA Regt. (Br) in con-
solidating infantry positions aleng the river, The lst section of the 3rd
Platoon crossed the Arno River at approximately 021530B and moved to
07061 to support infantry crossing the river. The north bank of the river
was cleared with no opposition. The Assault Platoon took position in the
vicinity of 110628 at 1230B, and the Mortar Platoon completed its move to
the vicinity 125690 at 2230B. Company "D" effected an unopposed crossing
of the Arno berinning at 030530B and assembled in the area 108664, The 1st
and 2d Platoons were in L5th Brigade Reserve, and the 3rd Platoon supported
the 100th Infantry Battalion, having crossed 1 - 2 September.

Hoon 3 Sentember to noon L September - The Battalion CP moved frou
its area at 120610, closing in the vicinity 103661 at 031315B. Remaining
elements of Company "BY crossed the river and closed into the area 125680
at 18358, and were joined by the 2d Platoon which had crossed two days
before. The 3rd Platcon, Company "A", with the company's tank dozer, con-
structed by-passes and cleared the road from 054626 to 033623, working in
support of the 2d Armd Group. Vhen this mission was completed at about
20308, the platoon was divided, one section supporting an infantry outpost,
and the other providing security while engineers bridged the river at
052622,

Noon L September to noon 5 September - The 3rd Platoon, Company
BA" accompanied infantry elements to clear mines and debris from the north-
south road gersrally along the 02 Easting. One tank was disabled by a -
'Box! wine, c¢:.oing damage to the engine and track. Company "BY reverted
to Battalion leserve, in an artillery role; Company "C!" was placed in di~
rect suprort of the 107th AAA Group; and Company "DV, less the 3rd Platoon,
remained in TF 45 Reserve. The 3rd Platoon, Company "D, continued to
sucport the 100th Infantry Battalion.
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Report of Action for month of Sept, Coot'd

Noon 5 September to noon 6 September - Company "A" continued to
suppert the infantry advance in the 2d Armd Group sector and to provide
security for engineer units repairing widespread demolitions left behind by
the Germans. Company "C!" moved from 097659 to 085705, closing at 0600303,
and remained in support of the 107th AAA Group, Company "A" waz attached
to the 2d Arid Group as of 051355B. o ' 1

Yoon 6 September to noon 7 September - Company D" (less one
platoon).was relieved from Brigade Reserve and attached teo 2d Armd Group,
effective 0708258, . One section of the 2d Platoon, Company "A" took posi-
tion at 058700 and fired a mission on a house believed to be an enemy OF.
Ninety-three rounds. of HE were expended, covering the area, relnforced by

.30 and .50 calibre machine gun fire.

Noon 7 September to noon 8 September -~ Company "D" was relieved
from attachment. to 24 Armd Group and reverted to its former status in
Brigade Reserve, but was to be attached to 2d Armd Group effective on call.
The two platoons, one from Company "C! and the other from Company "DV, plus
the Mortar Platoon were relieved from attachment to the 100th Infantry
Battalion and supported the L3Lth AAA Battalion, effective 0706008, The
2d Platoon, Company "A" fired on 2 enemy-occupied houses, 1 enemy OP; and
a strongpoint, expending 109 rounds of ammunltlon. They received strong
artillery and mortar counterbattery fire.-

Noon 8 September to noon 9 September ~ Company "C",

less one

platoon, was sub-attached by 107th AA4" Group to the L35th AAA Battalion,

One

platoon of Company "CM was attached to the L3Lth AAA Battalion. The lst
Platoon, Gompsny "M, formerly attached to the L3Lth AAA Battallon, Was,;
relieved and att ached to the Li35th AAA Battalion, effective 090005B. One
tank from Cow ony. "D" preceded a truck carrying bridging maturlal across
‘the approaches.to the causeway at 090720. This was done to test for mlnes
before the” eculpment was placed.

s ‘Noon 9 September to noon 10 September - Company HAY moved from
081651 and closed into. its new position in the vicinity of- 080701" at 16h5ﬁ,
Company "C" opened its new CP at 095723 at 092100B. ‘During the first part
of -this period, Companies "A" and "D" were broken up into two units, each
comprised 'of one platoon of medium tanks, one platoon of light tanks, one
platoon of tank destroyers from the 894 TD Battalion, and elements of
supporting infantry. They were commanded by the Commandihg Officers,
Companies "A" and MD", and were designated TF Heckmann and ‘TF Jamison.

Both units were under the control of the 2d Armd Group. TF Heckmann .
assembled at 091730B in the vieinity of O7L700. At 1006L5B, it attacked
to' thé north and nortiwest, crossed the Serchioc River at 1007253, and pro-
ceeded to the area 035723 where it arrived at the end of the period. TF
Jamison Attacked.to the north and northwest.at 100630B from its area in .
the vicinity of 076692, crossed the ‘Serchio and assembled at 010725. The
1st Platoon of Compary "D" remained with the L435th AAA Battalion and the lst
Platoon of Company "A" was held in 2d Armd Group Reserve. Company "C"

moved its CP to the vicinity 095723, closing in at 092100B., Lo

[]
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Report cf Action for month of Sept, Cont'd.

Noon 10 Sentember to nocn 11 September - The Battalion CP moved
from 103661 at 101500B, crossed the Serchio River, and closed into its new
area in the vicinity of 087725 at 1530B. The remainder of Battalion. Head-
~quarters and Hq. Co. completed the move at 1715B. Company "A" moved to
051707; Company "B took position at 072730, still in Battalion Reserve.
The 3rd Platoon, Company "C" moved to the vicinity of 099723, and the 1lst
Platoon, Company "D" to 095725. Those moves brought all elements of the
Battalion, excepting Service Company, across the Serchio River. TF .Heckmann
attacked with the 2d Armd Group toward the vieinity of 014767 at 101730B,
attained its objective, and remained in defensive positions through the
end of the period. TF Jamison moved out at the same time toward 010769,
took its objective, and also tcok up defensive positions.

Noon 11 September to noon 12 September - Two tanks from the 3rd
Platoon, Company "A", plus cne TD, made an armored reconnaissance at
1115008 from Torre del Lago, at 019778, north on Highway #1 to approximatel:-
001820. No enemy was encountered, but at that point, the road was blocked
and heavily mined. The patrol returned to position at 994770. At the
same time, ancther patrol consisting of the same number of vehicles made a
reconnaissance from the vicinity of 00577h to 990816. At 996797, a road-
block was found, but was removed with no enemy reaction. The mission com=
pleted, the vehicles returned to their assembly area. Company "e" and the
1st Platoon of Company "D" were relieved from attachment to the L35th AAA
Battalion and attached to the L3Lth A4A Battalion. Company "C" CP moved to
109761; the 1lst, 2d and 3rd Platoons moved to positions at 075785, 107757,
and 105725 respectively. Company "D" 8P moved to 015777; the 1lst Platoon
moved to the vicinity 075783. _

lcon 12 September to noon 13 September - Company "D, less the
1st Platoon, was placed at the disposal of the 39th LAA Regt. (Br) and
used to clear enemy from the area bounded by the 99-O4 Eastings and 7L-77
Horthinss., It was hoped to rescue 8 British soldiers taken prisoner by
the enemy, but neither the soldiers nor the enemy were encountered.

Noon 13 September to noon 1l September - The 2d Platoon of Compery
"AM, as vart of TF Heckmann, moved north along Highway #1 from 017782 to
about the 80 lorthingz searching for an enemy patrol of LO men previously
rerorted in that sector. Accompanying partisans patrolled east as far as
the Fosso Quindici line (021800-028787), but no enemy was encountered and
the veliicles returned to their area about 1317003. One tank from 2d
Platoon, Company "DY and one medium tank from TF Heckmann supported troops
of the 39th LAA Regt. (Br) and partisans on a reconnaissance to the
vicinity of 988820. A 10 - 15 man enemy patrol was engaged in a short fire
fight, following which the enemy withdrew. Subsequently, heavy artillery
fire was received from north of the town of Viareggio and SP fire from the
vicinity of $32823. ©No casualties nor damage were sustained. There was
no wctivity =mons other elements of the Battalion. The 1lst Platoon,
Company D" == relieved from attachment to the L35th AAA Battalion and
revertec te Lo- control of its parent company.
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Report of Action for ‘month of Sept Cont*d.

Noon 1L September to noon 15 September - The Mortar Platoon was
detached from Li3Lth AAA Battalion, and sub-attached to Company "D", 75lst
Tank Battalion, which moved to its new position in the vicinity of 012776
at 142030B. The Assault Platoon moved from 088732 to 031768 at 2000B. Two
tanks from 2d Platoon, Company "A" (TF Heckmann) supported British infantry
and partisans in the vicinity of OlL8lL to fire on a suspected enemy CP ard
on a machine zun nest under the bridge at 017818, At 150600B, two medium
and four light tanks from TF Jamison and six medium tanks from TF Heckmann
supported a reconnaissance in force into the town of Viareggio. At the end
of the period; the patrol had reached the canal Fosso Sedici in the southerun
part of Viareggio, from the 981 Easting to the 0O Basting, in the area be-
tween the 82 and 83 Northings. The tankdozers of Companies "A! and "B"
were called to prepare a crossing in the vicinity of 994823. No contact we:
made with the enemy.

Noon 15 September to noon 16 September - Three tanks from the 2d
Platoon, Company "A" (TF Heckmann) crossed the Fosso Sedici at 151045B and
advanced to the north edge of Viareggio, remaining there until 1800B, at
which time they returned to defensive positions at 011813 The 2d Platoon,
Company "D" (TF Heckmann) moved to a position in the vicinity of 016792 -at
2000B. The 3rd Platoon, Comparmy "A" (TF Jamison) crossed the Fosso Sedici
with the 2d Platoon, Company "A" and remained in defensive position at the
northern edge of Viareggio. Three tanks of "DY Company's 3rd Platoon also
crossed the canal and assumed positions in the vicinity of 986830 where they
were joined by the remaining two tanks at 2000B. These three tanks then
supported a reconnaissance patrol to the west of Highway #1 between the
83-85 Northings and captured one PW purported to be an enemy naval cor-
respondent. They returned to their former location at 151700B. Company
A" moved its CP to the vicinity of 009802, the Assault Platoon to 011800,
and the Mortar Platoon to 018782: Company "C" was released from control of
the 107th AAA Group and was attached to the Brazilian Expeditionary Force,
effective 152L00B+

Noon 16 September to noon 17 September - The Battalion CP closed
its old area at 087725 at 1300B arnd opened in the new area, vicinity 0167LE,
at 1400B. Company "B" moved into the vicinity at 999798 and opened its CF
at 2030B. It remained in Battalion Reserve and the platoons tock up
artillery positions. TF Heckmann began an armored reconnaissance at 06500B
toward the vieinity of 062822 - 0288L0 - 045855 - 039864 - 021872, At the
end of the period, they had reached the town of Massarosa (062822). Begin-
ning at 1710308, the lst section of the 3rd Platoon, Company D" (TF Jamizca®
cooperated with partisans in cleaning out enemy in the area along Highway
#1 from 987843 to 981853 The 2d sectlon, 3rd Platoon, Company "A" fired
on enemy-occupied houses north of the canal at 981853. Four fires were
started and later reports from partisans indicated that approximately 20
enemy had been killed. The Mortar Platoon moved to 99081l at 0O8L5B,

Noon 17 September to noon 18 September - TF Heckmann and TF
Jamison were disbanded in this pericd. The 24 Platoon of Company “A" re-
mained in operation with Company "D" and the 2d Platoon, Company "D' with
Company "A". The 24 Platoon of Company nAM, with the 24 Platoon of Company
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Revort of ACtion for month of Sept, Cont!d.

"D" completed the armored reconnaissance begun in the previous period. The
area 0208L1 - 0L6855 - 03986k - 021782 was covered with no contact being
made with the enemy. The lst Platoon of Company "C" supported the attack
of the lst Battalion, 6 RCT, BEF moving north until stopped by a roadblock
at 058¢38. Tae 2d Platoon reconncitered the vicinity of Camaiore (035900)
while the 3rd Platoon attacked with the 2d Battalion, 6 RCT to the vicinity
of 11L83L. An armored patrol begun during the previous period by TF
Jamison to the north of Viaregsio was halted by impassable demolitions at
the 85 MNorthing. The 3rd Platoons of Companies "AM and "DV participated
and neither contacted the enemy. In accordance with Theater policy, the
battalion reverted from 'BY time to 'A' time, effective 180200B.

Noon 18 September to noon 19 September - The Assault Platoon
moved from 011800 to the vicinity of 977859 at 181900A. The 1lst Platoons
of Companies "A" and "D crossed the Fosso Dell'Abate and moved into posi-
tion at 008890 and 002889 respectively, supporting the L3Lth AAA Battalion.
One tank from the 3rd Platoon, Company "AY was immobilized by a mine at
9728148, while attempting to cross the Fosso Dell'sbate at that point. The
remainder of the platoon crossed successfully and moved to positioén in the
vicinity of 968378. Movement of the 2d Platoon, Company "CY, in support
of reconnaissance elements of the BEF, was impeded by extcnsive demolitions.
Their tankdozer completed 15 fills during the periods At 1911454, the pla-
toon assembled in the vicinity 068856.

Noon 19 September to noon 20 September - Thc Battalion CP was
moved from 016785 to the area 978853 at 191315A. Company "A" moved its
CP to 013862, Company "B" to 968861, and Company "D!" to 95089L. The lst
Platoonsef Companies "A" and "D" moved in support of the L3Lth AAA Batta-
lion through Pietrasanta (975928), receiving S/A and M/G fires. The 2d
Platoon, Company "C" closed into Camaiore with the BEF and set up road-
blocks in the vicinity of 035902. The 2d Platoonsof Companies "A" and "D"
securcd the high ground southeast of Pietrasanta and patrolled into
Lonteggiori (005912). The 3rd Platoons, Companies "A" and "D! moved to
the vicinity of 948907 with the L35th AAA Battalion. Company "D" opcned a
new CP in the vicinity 946901 at 201100A.

Noon 20 September to noon 21 September - Demolitions and scverc
cnemy S/P and artillery fires prevented any advance during the pericd.
Compeny "AM"s! 1st Platoon, with that of Company "D" were halted on an
armored reconnaissance by demolitions at 962936. S/P fire came from
Guerceta (953946) and the platoons took up defensive positions in the
vieinity of 970934 and 99892k, respectively. The 3rd Platoons of these
samc companics were also halted in their rcconnaissance by demolitions at

95491y,

Noon 21 September to noon 22 September - Company "B'" opened its
new CF locstion in the vicinity of 946903 at 2120L5A. The 3rd Platoon of
Comprny "A" 2nd the 3rd Platoon of Company "DY supported the advance of the
L35th Ai4 Bet-lion to the vicinity of 93793L.

-6 -
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Noon 22 September to noon 23 September - The Battalion CP closed
its arca north of Viareggio ($78853) and moved into Fiumetto (945903) at
2213054, Scrvice Company opened its CP in the vicinity of 958884 at 1hLL04.
The Assault Platoon fired a TOT on enemy guns in the vieinity of 919992
and a harassing mission on the same area, expending 56 rounds HE. The lst
and 2d Platoons of Company "AM made an armored reconnaissance to the
vicinity of 970947 in scarch of a crossing of the Fosso Seravezza, but
found thc terrain unsuitable. They drew heavy enemy S/P and artillery
fircs, The 1st and 2d Platoons of Company '"D" advanced with the L35th AAA
Battalion to the arca 923935,

. Noon 23 Scptember to noon 2l September — The Assault Platoon rc-
peated its TOT of  the previous period on the vicinity 919992 and harassed
the road junction at 924,988. There was no activity among other elements.

Noon 2L, September to noon 25 September - The Assault Platoon
fired harassing missions on road Junctions at 881980, 889972, 900990,
923999, and 91L997. Company "C" reported its Platoons moved to the vicinit,
068822, ‘ .

Noon 25 September to noon 26 September ~ The Assault Platoon was
again the only active element with the battalion. It fired three harassing
missions on roasd junctions at 91999k, 923983, 881980, one propaganda mis-
sion, and fired on a pillbox at 908953,

‘Noon 26 September to noon 27 September ~ Elements of the battalion
supported advancing infantry of the 2d Armd Group to the general line
9189L,0-962962, Tanks from the 1lst Platoon, Company "A" began an armored
recorinzissance to the northwest from their position at 958942, but were
halted by demolitions at 9u4795L. Tanks from the 24 Platoon, with 3 light
tanks from the 2d Platoon, Company "D" moved to occupy Vallecchia -
(97L952), but were stopped by 2 road crater at $70950,

Noon 27 September to noon 28 September - Extremely hcavy “enemy
artillery and mortar fires, begun during the preceding period, continued
and kept operations to a minimum. Tanks from Company ®"Ai%s® 1st Platoon
moved up Highway #1 from their positions in Pietrasanta (976922), but re-
ccived such hcavy artillery fire that they:were forced to return to their
former positions. One light tank was damaged by artillery firc in the
vicinity of 940950 and was cvacuated by Battalion Maintenance.

Noon 28 September to noon 29 September - Company "B" was ralicved
of its artillery rale by Company "A", The relief was effected by platoons
after dark. Company "C" remained attached to BEF and moved its CP to thc
vicinity of 128310.

Noon 29 Scptembir to noon 30 September - The relief of Company
"B" from its artillery role was completed by Company "A" when its 1st Plato-
closed into position, 9L6912, at 300500A. The 24 and 3rd Platoons had al-
ready moved into position at 948913 and 948915 at 2923004 and 2921154, -
respcctively. The 1lst Platoon, Company "B" was broken into sectiors and
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Report of Action for month of Sept, Cont!d,

took positions ot 953946 and 93192L, in support of the L35th AAA Battalion.
The Zd Platoon supported the L7th L&A Regt. (Br) in the vicinity of 974,928,
The 3rd Platoon was also divided, one section in the area 957943, thc other
at 967943, but both were in support of the L3Lth AAA Battalion.

Sw' - rics of firing missions arc attached as follows:

Appondix "A" - Tank Platoons
Appcndix "B" - Assault Platoon
Appcndix "C" -~ Mortar Platoon

SECTION II - INTELLIGENCE
Summary of Enemy Operations
1 - 30 Scptember 19LL

l. General:

At thc opening of the period, the cnemy held light deferssive posi-
tions on the north bank of the Arno River. His patrolling continued active
and he vwos kept alert by friendly tank demonstrations along the south bank
of thc Arno, to which he reacted sharply with small arms, machine gun,
mortar, and mcdium artillery fires. There was never any question as to the
cnemy's intention to hold his defensive positions on the Arno only so long
as our forces did not try to cross in strcngth.  Once our crossing began, he
was preparcd to fight his usual, well-ordered delaying action. This he did,
effecting thorough demolition of bridges, and otherwise disrupting communica-
tion routcs,

Contnct was maintained at all times as the enemy withdrew to
preparcd positions in the mountains to the north. Several timcs he took
adventoge of the heavy woods that characterized the terrain and left behind
small groups of from ten to fiftccn men for harassing purposes. By this
means, severnl prisoners were taken, who doubtlessly had served their purposc.

A minimum of artillery was utilized until our advance clcments
neared propared cnemy defcnse lines. Then artillcry activity inercased
markedly, consisting of SP fire on the forward elements and heavy calibre
fire on renr srens. The majority of the fire was harassing in nature, but
during the lull in the advance ot the end of the peried, counterbattery firc
increnscd.,

Partican groups continued to coopcrate with oup troops arnd werc
helpfual in providing information for our patrols and in accompanying them o
their missions. Civilians were found to be friendly and cager to provide
inforrntion, which in several instances was checked and found to be accuratc.,
However, it was known that the zonc in which this battolion was cmployed
throughout the pericd was predominantly Fascist, thercfore, necessary pre-
cautions wvere taken.
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Report of AC{EBn for month of Sept, Cont'd.
. SECTION IIT - IESSONS IEARNED

1. The tank dozer has continued to be an important factor in the
advances mode in this sector, whers cngineer dozers have not been in suf-
ficicnt number to zccomplish the work. In a twenty-four (24) hour period
onc tank dozor put in fiftcen {15) £ills in the roads.

a. The tank dozer was not designed for dozer work. The tank
dozcr is mercly an emergency measure. Its blade throws out of balance the
tank propcr, thus causing an undue strain upon the engine and final drive.
This should be ever borne in mind. so:that the tank dozer is not used for
work that can be done by pick and shovel, or whem an engincer dozer is
aveiloble and the tactical situation permits its use. The tank dozer will
devclop mechanical troubles if used too much and it will not be available
when the tactic~l situation demands its use.

b. :brsonnal vho are experlenced in ordinary bulldozing do not
‘know thc limitations of the tank dozer unless they have bcen so instructed.
Thercforc, the recommendations and suggestions offcred by the individual in
cormmand of the tank dozer should be respccted as to the accomplishment of
the respective work.

. c. It is recommended that each tank company be a551gned a tank
dozer, or on cngincering platoon be cstablished in the Headquartcrs Co.,‘
which ;111 consist. of five (5) tank dozers.

24 Supéortpd pursonnel should have a definite knowlcdge of the
capabilitics and limitations of armor. This will enable them to obtain the
grecatest benefits from their own armor, and to be aware of what can be ex-
pceted from hostile armor, Some pertinent points are as follows:

o« The full value of an armor advance or reconnaissance is not
obtrined unlecss infantry promptly follows up and sccures the grourd. When
thls is not done the element of surprise has been lost, and the enemy takes
mctsurcs to forcstall any future movement in the same area. . ”

b. When infentry do not closely follow-up armor they lose the
bencfits of the armor fire power. This is cspecially so when hostile '
machine guns ~nd small arms are present. These wcapons will not open fire
on tanks not ~ccompanied by infantry because they can do little damage and
their firc exposcs their positions. When the infantry does advance these
weapons then open fires It has been found advantageous to have infantrymen
ride on the tunks or in battle sleds drawn by tanks, or by following on foot.
When deep and rapid advances are to be made trucks loadcd with infantrymen

con be well cmployed in an armor column, -

3. If th: normel amount of encmy activity had been cncountcred by
this battclior n this neriod several tanks could not have employcd bccause
of ncrsonncl snortage. Sce Section VI - Personnel - this repert. At the
present time scvernl medium tanks have only four (L) men in them.
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SECTION IV - SIGNAL
1 Gencral:‘

During the month of September, communication within the battalion
and to higher hcadquarters was by radio, wire, and messcnger,

2. Reodio:

Communications by radio has been very goods Mechanical failures
during thc cntire month were at = minimam, The few failures cxpericnced
were duc to tubc failure and were quickly taken care of. Some difficultics
were duc to incxpericnced persomnel. Whenever the personncl was availablce
instructions were given, which has given good results. Enemy jamming hes
been negligible and very little atmospheric interfercnce was expericnced.

A reloy station was used to contact onc unit becavsc of the distanece involvc
Radio maintcnonece has been good zs vwe have been zble to get repair work done
by a signal repair shop throughout the entire period. :

34 Wire :

Wire communication hzs continued to be used to 2 grcat cxtent
during this months Units within the battalion have bcon cmployed as
artillery ond wirc communicction had to be used in order for them to operatec
as scparate battorics. Wire communication with higher hcadquerters has bcen
satisfactory. A minimug of breaks in the circuits have been cxpericneod
Due to the 1-ck of proper wirc-laying cquipment, thcre is a delay in
establishing ir- communication whencver we nove into 2 ncw arez.

L. Messcnger:

lessenger ser'vice was used to handle most of the administrative
matter and messages to higher headquarters. Scheduled runs werc mode to
us from higher hcadquarters twice daily. Messenger service within the
battalion and to higher hcadquarters has been satisfactory.

5. Recommendations:

Due to the incrcascd usc of telcphoncs within this unit, it is
rceommended that we be issued a switchboard BD-72. The nced for constant
line maintcnance and the need of laying and retricving large quantitics of
wire/it is olso recommended that we be issued a reel unit RI~31 in cxcess
of T/E.

SECTION V - SUPPLY
l. Gencral:

During the period 1 - 30 September this battalion was on the line
and thc supply of all classcs was generally good. The orgenization is now
up to its authorized strcngth in vehicles which helped considerably in
moving and. supplying the battalion.

- 10 =
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Report of Action I’month of Sept, Cont 'd.
2. Rations: |

The principal rations used during this period were the B type and
10 in 1 ration. The S in 1 ration is considcred a better ration by tank
crews as the contents are the exact amount for one day for one crew T
and also offer » larger variety. This ration has, howevcr, been unobtainablc.

3. Clothing:

Th. supply of 211 clothing, with the cxception of Suits, working,
1 pc HBT, is good. None of these suits arc available and are urgently needed -

Ly Ges, 0il, and Ammunition:

The supply of gas, oil, ~nd ammunition has been ample and resdil:
obtainable during the period. '

5. Ordnance:

as Vehicle rcplacemonts have been aveilable 211 during the perioc .
Tires and tubes for the Truck, cargo, 23~ton 6x6, and Truck, 3-ton, LxlL have
not bcen aveilable during the period and they are urgently nceded.

b, The ‘'shortage of firc control cquipment still exists. .
6+ Battlc losscs:
“as« Ordnance:

1 < Tank, Medium, M,
© 2 - Tank, Light, MSAL
1 - Truck, *-ton, bxh, ¢ &R

SECTION VI - PERSONNEL

l. Casualties fer the period have been light. However, difficulty
has been encounterced. in being able to fully man combat vehicles duc to the
fact thet this battalion has never experienced an overstrength sufficicnt
to offsct the loss of personnel to combat casualties and sickness. This cor-

dition is aggrovated by the following: . e

a. Hospital cases not dropped from organization roles st the end
of seven (7) deys.

b. " When‘hospital cdscs arc dropped, #cplacements arc not re-
ceived in sufficicnt time.

C.. Rotation replacements are-not made promptly.

. + d. " Personnel who havc becn didpinsca os being physically and
mentally sound under normal conditions, Lut whose ncrvous systems brcak dovm
in tanks whin'engeged with the enemy. Theré are several such cases in this
battalion, but the medical authoritics have_not secn fit to transfer the
subjcect individuals. T N
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R.oort of Action fer month of Scpt, Cont'd,

€« Therc have been cascs of rcceiving replacements who have had
no armored force troining. This nceessitotcd a period of time being spent in
trrining bofore the individual could be used in combat.

f. This battalion has been in continuous contoct with the cnemy

since the Salerno invosion, with the cxecption of two (2) poriods of ~ few

-vickss  Thus, it is clear that the battalion has ncver hnad the opportunity
to ¢stablish ~n overstrongth.

2s It is rccommcnded that this battalion be given at once an over-
strength of forty-thrce (L43) armored foree replacements, and thot this over-
strongth of approximatcly six (6) percend of T/0 strength be mrintained.
the figurce of forty-three (L3) cnlisted men is arrived at es follows:

2 tank crcws each for 3 medium companics - 30
2 tank crews for 1 light company -
1 assoult gun crew -

8

5

Totol 3
SECTION VII - KAINTENANCE (MOTCR)

1. Thecre were few new or unusucl problems that prescnt.d thomsclves
during thc month.

2+ 1lst cchelon mointonance among vehicle crows was strosscd and
ncw crew members were thus instructed while on the front linc.

3+ Ordnancc supplics were still critical, cspecially tircs, tank
cntines, and light tonk parts.

L. Tonk dozers were used extensively and the failure of the power train
cccurrcd on onc vchicle becausc of excessive uscs It was proven that o tonk
dozer wins designed for usc to aid an advancing armorcd column whilc under firc,

nd not to replncc the cngincer dozers.

v(‘,/;#77' ALt
ARTHUR SNYDER,
Lt. Col., 751st Tenk Bnttrlion,
Commanding
4 Incls.
Incl #1-Battle Casual ty Report.
“ncl #2- Haps (Italy, 1/50,000)
Sheets 112-IV, 111-I, 105-III, 104-I, II, IV.
Incl #3- laps (Italy, 1/25,000)
Sheets 112-1IV, MW, SW; 111-I, NE, SE, NW; 10L-I, Ch, S0, MW
104-I1, NE, SE, IW, SW; 10L4-IV, NEy 105-111, W, Si.
Incl #L-Unit Journal and File
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APO_#46l,
U, S, ARMY

AS November 1941

SUBJECT: Report of Action Against the Enemy for the month of October.
TO i+ The idjutant General, Washington #25, D, Ce, U. S. Army.
THRU :

Comanding General, Fifth Army, APO #L6L, U. S. Army.

* 1. In compliance with par. 10,
#1, dated 9.larch 1543, the following
for the month of October is submitted:

toe
AR 3L5-105, as amended by Changes
report of action against the enemy

¥ap Reference: Ttaly - (1/50,000) Sheet 10k I, IV; 105 I
97 III; 9 ITu

(1/25,000) Sheet 10 T M, 10L .1V ¥E;
9T III SW; 96 II SE. : - -

SECTION T - OPERATIONS. .
Summary of operations for the period
: 1 - 31 October

1. General Situation:

‘Throughout the period, the 751s¢ Tank Battalien rémained attached
to IV Corps. However, sub-attachment changed from TF LS to TF 92-at 05%80¢C;,..
vhen the latter Assumed command of the sector. The frontbiipe33esLablished
at .the opening of the period were maintained with very slight change.

This battalion was not employed as a unit.A_Yarious attachments of separste
companies or platoons were made to higzher headquarters, pﬁ?tiéularly;to
the 2nd Armored Group and the 370th Combat Team. The usé of tanks in
their normal role was limited; consequently, during the entire .period,
an average was maintained of two (2) medium tank Platoons in artillery -
positions. Co. "C" remained attached to the Brazilian_Expeditibnarj;Forcc
and was held. in'reserve until the period 20 - 21 October vhen two platoon:
were attached to the Brazilian Artillery Group, During the middle of the
month, the crew of Co. M"Cts! tank dozer 'did outstanding work in reopening
two tunnels on the Lucca-Borgo road. . I
2. Deaily Summary: - e

Noon 30 Septembér to'noon 1 October - Component units disposed -
as follows: Bn. CP vic 945903; Hq. Co. vi¢ 9U5903, Yortar Platoon vic
928937, Assault Platoon vic 952902; Co, "A":CP vie 9&6903, 15t Platoon
vic 946912, 2nd Platoon vic 948913, 3rd Platoon vic 9489155 . wgr cp
vic 976925, 1st section, lst Platoon vie 953946, 2nd section, 1st Platoon
vic 93192k, 2nd Platoon vie 974928, 1st section, 3rd Platoon vic 957913,
2nd section, 3rd.Platoon vic 9679U3; Co, "CM CP vie 130811, 1st Platoon
vic 132806, 2nd Platoon vie 130812, 3rd Platoon 11,78 3 COO MDY GP wig ..
93192L, 1st section, 1st Platoon vic 951940, 2nd sect on, lst Platoon vic
9579L6, 2nd Platoon vie 976925, 1st section, 3rd Platoon vie 91,0950, 2nd
section, 3rd Platoon vic 92L935; "Service Co. CP vic 95888l. - The only
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activity for the perlod consisted of missions flredlby the Mortar Platoon,
‘155au1t Platoon, and tank platoons of Co. MAN, whlch were being used in
an artlllery roles v :

k hoon 1 October to noon 2 October - The Assault Pl oon_waSﬂ
,actlve, *jrnnv 8 TOT's on -as many different gun 3051tlons, qge-ﬁarassing
mitsion, and one precision mission on 'two SP guns at 9h3963. The effect
of this last fire was excellent. Both guns were knocked out and several

enemy ﬁorsonnel killed. Co. "AM fired several missions of a TOT and
harassing natures The 3rd Platoon of Cois "3" fired on an enemy strong-
point and occupied building, with unobserved results. Co. "C!" remained
attached to the Brazilian Expeditionary Force, but reported no activityl
The lst seclion of the lst Platoon, ‘Cos, "DM received neavy enemy artillery
and mortar fire and was.forced to move to the yic‘of 955943,

Noon 2 October to roon 3 October - Artillery h1351ons'were the
prircipal actiwity during the period. In addition to 12 harassing mis-
siors, the Assauly Platooanlred one Uropaganda mission and two oreclslon
missionse The flrst precision fire was on an enemy OP in the vic of -
9286993, Direct hits were scored and the houso set afire. The second was
counterbattery on a gun position at 9079524 Excellent results'were again
obtained and the sun destroyed. The 3rd Platoon of Cos "BM fired on,dug-
in tanks and machine cun positions in the vic of 968956_,and an éneémy CP
at’ 967967, . The platoon moved to a new positiodn in the area 9589L1. At
about OjO)lEA, the. 2nd - section, 3rd Platoon, Co. '"D* enga zed an enemy
patrol of 15 to 20 men in a fire fight from its positiorn at 9L0950. The
patrol withdrev.

Noon 3 Octoher to nocn Lt October -.The platoons of Co, MA", all
in artillery vpositions, and the  Assault’ Platoon engaged in normal harass-
ing, TCT, and propazanda flrang missions. ‘Co. "A" received heavy counter
batiery ond the 3rd Platoor moved to the vic of 951901 at CLO6COA. The
ond section of the 3rd Platoon, Co. "D" moved to 9LL951 at 03200CA. Ef-
fective 0)0J00A, the 2nd Platoons of Cos. "B" and "D!" were relieved from
attachrent to the 107th AAA Gp., and placed in direct support of 2nd 3
3?0 h Inf. Regt. , .

i

Noon i October to noon 5 Cctober - The Assault Platoon fired 16
nissions of various types and was credited with knocking. out one enemy
gun after direct hits had been obtained on the target. The lst Platoon
of Co. "A" moved into position at 952902 at C511L5A. '

Noon 5 October to noon 6 October - Effective 0518004, this
battalion reverted from the control of TF LS5 to that,of TF 92,.as cormand
of the sector changed. All three tank platoons of both "B" and "D
Cos. suoperted infantry attacks: The 2nd Platoons of both companies syp~
sorted the 370th Inf. Regt; the 3rd Platoon, Co, "B" and the lst Platoon,
Co. "U" sunnorted the h3lth AAA Bn; and the lst Platoon, Ca. “B" with the
3rd Platoon, Co. '"D" supported the L35th A4A Bn,

-72 -

= CONFPIDENTIAL

.-_.—__—------.—..—-



http:C5llL.SA

g

- CONFIDENTI AL ga~

Report of Action for month of Oct, Cont'd.

Noon 6 October to noon 7 October - At 0616304, all elements
of the battalion with the exception of Cos "C" and the Assault and
Llortar Platoons, were released to the direct control of the Battalion Con-
mander. These elements were designated MTF SNYDER", to which were added
"I" Co., 370th Inf, Regt., Co. "B", 89 TD Bn., and one platoon, Co. "B,
317th Engr. 3n. Plans were nade for an armored attack north on Highway
#1 from Quercecta (95L9L47), but reconnaissance disclosed a demolition at
SL7955 taat s impassable without considerable engineer work, For this
reason, tiac olans were postponed. At 0709004, the 2nd Platoon of Cos ML
was attac.cd to Co. "3%, 370th Inf. Regt. and at 0711454, following veca
TF 92, Co. "4" was alerted to move at 0715004. No additional instructio:.::
vere received., '

Hoon 7 October to hoon 8 October - At O71LLSA, Co. "4 moved
out to sup-ort the attack of elements of the 370th Inf. Regt. in the vic
of the 9695 grid squares Effective 0722004, nIv Co., 370th Inf. Regt.
and Co. "3", 89, TD Battalion were relieved from attachment to this
battalion, ' '

Noon 8 October to noon 9 October - The 2nd Platoon of Cc. ug
moved to the vic of 96794 to join Co. "A" in the support of the 370th
Inf. Regt: One section of Th's from the 894 TD Battalion was attached
to Co. "3¥ and used as security for the 2nd Platoon. The 3rd Platoon
of Cos "C" moved from its area at 145861 to the Batt&lion Service Co.
and made an exchange of its five (5) tanks for five (5) new MLA3 tanks,
with 76 mn, suns. Then the exchange -had been completed, the platoon re-
turned to the company area at 1308114 Co. "D' closed into an assembly
area in the vic of 951941 at 0823204,

lioon 9 October to noon 10 October - At 0913354, Co. "BY, less
the 2nd Platoon, was alerted to cooperate with "B" Btry. of the L3Sth
LAk Bn. in an attack on an enémy-held cemetary at 9LL955. At 1017004,
the attacl: was successfully completed, Both the Mortar and Assault
Platoons continued firing missions on personnel and gun positions. At
12004, 3 tanke from Co. "B" ywere released from supnort of the L35th Ans
Bn and sent to support the 370th Inf. Regt. by moving into firing posi-
tions in the vic of 970948,

I'oon 10 October to noon 11 October - One tank of Co.- "3" was
dama ed by - wine at 96195, during the early part of the period, and
it was neccssary to have engineers from TF 92 sweep the road after dark
so that the tank could be recovered. During the night, Co. "A% executed
a schedule of local movement of its tanks so as to create the impression
of increasing armored strength. Two tanks from Co. "B" were dug in
in the vic of 945954 so as to reinforce defensive infantry positions held
by the L3Sth 4AA Bn. 4 route reconnaissance was made of the road
between Pietrasanta (976927) and Seravezza (975965). The road was found
to be impassable to tanks, without extensive engineer work., At about
1106004, Co. "AM captured 16 PW's and turned them over to the L3Lth A&A
Bn. At 10504, Cos. "DWM and ngu (- 1 platoon) were attached to 2nd Armd
Gps Co. "C" remained attached to the BEF and reported no activity,
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Noon 11 October to noon 12 October - During the night, Co. "D
cndi Co. "BY, less one platoon, assembled in the vic of Forte dei Marmi
(93092!:), preparatory to supporting the L35th AAA Bn. in an attack north-
vest from the lateral road 918940 - 946955 on the morning of 12 October.

foon 12 October to noon 13 October - The tanks of Co. "D" and
the o platoons of Co. "B" continued "mopping-up" operations in the area
918941 ~ ©129L48. One tank of the 3rd Platoon, Co. D" was damaged by a
nine. '

Yoon 13 October to noon 1L October - Two platoons from Co. "AY
joined Co. "D" and the two platoons of Co. "3%'in order to complete final
clearing of enemy from areas occupied in the attack during the previous
resiode  Upon completion of the mission, Co. "A's" tanks were relieved ard
vitrdraevr. to Torte del Marmi. At 1LOBLS4, the two platoons of Co. "AM
r@vk relieved from suprort of the 2nd Armd Gp. and moved into the vic of

52901,

. Noon 1l October to noon 15 October =~ The 2nd Platcons of Cos.
"A" and "B" continued to support the 370th Inf. Regt. At 1418104, the
>rd Plateon of Co. "D" vias withdrawn from the line and moved into the vic
of the Co. CP at 93192L. At 1502304, the 2nd Platoon, Co. "A" joined the
lst and 3rd Platoons at 952901, after'being relieved from attachment to
the 370th Tnf. Rezt. The 3rd Platoon, Co. "B" moved into the vic of
932923 at C&3tias This same platoon later moved to 919946.

4 Toon 15 Cc*ober to noon 16 October = The Mortar Platoon moved
o the vic of 524941 at 15200CA. Co. "C" remained attached to the BEF and
its tankdozoer wras used for the recpening of a tunnel at 195883. Tanks of
Co. D" moved up to reinforce the infartry of the L3lth and L35th A4A Bns.
""" men the cnemy counterattacked across the Fiume la Foce at 1606004,

foon 16 October to noon 17 October - Two tanks from Co. "3"
moved up tae coast road in an armored demonstration toward the outlet of
the Fiume In Foce at 908951, An enemy counterattack in the 370th Inf.
Kegt. sector was expected during the night; therefore, the 2nd Platoon,.
Coe "4" and *the 3rd Platoon, Co. "B" moved into assembly areas east of
Quercets (955948) in order to support the infantry in repelling any eneny
advances, the platoons closed into position at 1703304. The counter-
attacl-dii rot materialize, but these platoons remained in position to
supprert the 370th Inf. Regt. The lst and 3rd Platoons of Co. "A" com-
nleted moves into artillery positions at 938928 and 938925, respectively,
et 1708004,

Noon 17 Cctober to noon 18 October - The Assault Platoon fired
Lk missions nnd was credited with knocking out an enemy vehicle at 91699L.
Coo "3" moved its CP, closing into its new area, 976925, at 1811L0A.

"Fecon 16 Cctober to noon 19 October - The 1st Platoon of Co. M"AM
was withdram from its artillery position and took a defensive pnsitien
in the vie of 515950, to support the 2nd Armd. Gp. The lst Platoon of
Co. M vas v Lieved in position (9L694L9) by the 3rd Platoon, and moved
to tac vic oo the Co. CP at 93192l.
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I'oon 19 October to noon 20 October - At 2005304, Co. nCM bepan
its move to a new position in the vicinity of 175898. The move was com-
oleted at anororimately 200650A. Prior to the move, the company's tank-
dozer corntinued active in repairing demolitions in the vic of Gallicano
(L - 14003C). The 3rd Platoon of Co, MAM fired 5 harassing missions from
artillery positions to cover TD's laying direct fire on enemy installa-
tions.

toon 20 October to noon 21 October — The lst and 2nd Platoons
of Co. "C" vere attached to the Brazilian Artillery Group and prepara-
tions werc nade to move into artillery positions in the vic of 188002,
The 3rd Platoon was placed in 6th Inf. Regt. (BEF) reserves With the ex-
ception of harassing missions fired by the Assault and Mortar Flatoons,
tnere was no activity among remaining elements.

loon 21 October to noon 22 October ~ The 2nd Platoon of Co. HAM,
and the 2nd and 3rd Platoons of Co. "BM supported the 370th Inf. Regt. by
firiny on targets of opportunity in the vie of Strettoja (953969). Firing
a total of six (6) artillery missions, the Assault Platoon destroyecd an
enemy CP and placed precision fire on an enemy tank at 940969. Co. nQtgv
tankdozer continued work on roads in the vic of Gallicano (150080).

Noon 22 October to noon 23 October - At 2214504, upon VOCG TF
92, the lst Platoons of Cos. "A" and "B were detached from the 2nd Armd
Gp. and plac.’ under control of this battalion, to be used in support of
the 370th Inf. mcgt. At 2217454, the 1st Platoon of Co., "B" moved to the
vic of 961953, Co. "A's" 1st Platoon was not utilized to support the 370th
Inf, Regt., but closed into an artillery position in the vic of 93692l at
2305L54. Thc 2nd Platoon moved to a new position at 93092k, but remained
in 2nd Armd Go. reserve. The 3rd Platoon of Co. "B", supported by that
company's 2nd Platoon, attacked Strettoja (953969) at 2216454, The
platoon, less one tank destroyed by a mine, accomplished its mission and
returined to its original position. The 3rd Platoon, Co. "C'" moved to the
arca 232907 at 221400A. At 2222304, the 1st Platoon, Go. "D" was ro-
lieved in place (93192L) by the 3rd Platoon, and moved to the vie of
9u6SL9. At 2305154, the 3rd Platoon moved again, with its two sections
taking soparate positions at 914948 and 9139L5. Both platoons remained
in support of the L34th AAA Bn.

Noon 23 October to noon 2l October ~ The 1st and 2nd Platoons
of Co. "C", having been previously attached to the Brazilian Artillery
Group, moved to artillery positions in the vic of 18500L at 231900A. Ther
was no activity among other elements.,

Noon 24 October to noon 25 October - Co. "C! moved its CP to
232967. The issault Platoon fired one harassing and one TOT mission.

Noon 25 October to noon 26 October - The Assault and Mortar
Platoons maintained normal harassing fires. In support of the 370th Inf.
Regt., Co. "3" fired on targets of opportunity,
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Loon 26 October to noon 27 Cctobir = The two nlavoons of Co. !+!
in artillery positions fired 2 narassing missions gach. Taosc of Co. Q¢
ired v cache® Go. "B's" tankdozor was used to repair demolitions and
clear - rord castiof Querceta (959L). o e

Moon 27 October to noon 22 Octobor - The 2nd Platoon of Co. nam
vas utiii- o to suopport by fire a powcr patrol condycted by the 2nd
Lrmd G0 bs Aho vie of Porva ($33970). Tanks took up scparatc positions

s Seliene L6 - 9W395k, #7 - 938953, #8 - SLLSL9, #9 - 925948, #10 -

Y1951,

. . ~con 20 October to noon 29 October - The 2nd Platopn of Co. "AM
rovurned Do its position' at 93092L at 2906304, after suoporting the 2nd
£rod dre pacrol during the nisht.  With the cxception of normal firing
micrions Oy thic Assault and Yortar Platoons, and *the two (2) Platoons of
Co. "C" attsched to the Brazilian Artillery Gp., therg was . no activity
among oth.r lements.

Noon 29 October to noon 30 October - The 2nd Platoon of Co. HAE.
moved into firing pocitions in the area 926945 and at 2915304 fired on an
cnery sun omplacement at 9L2967. At 2918304, this platoon moved into the
sare positions it occupied during the night 28 - 29 Oct., from which it |
again support.d 'a patrol from the 2nd Armd Gp. No firc was called for,
and the plal’ . roturned to the vie '93092L at 3006304, Dircet hits were’
scored Dyt LSy Plztren of Co. UBM in firing at cnemy positions in the
vic 9L096H - 211966 — 212969, . A% 2920004, an engincer patrol consisting
of one platoen froa 317th Fner. 3dn., a detail of twelve (12) B and two
(2) offtccrs from this battelion, Co. M"A's" tankdozer, and #1 tank from
Bn. Hg. ‘Cos diparted from the CP (945903), under the supervision of the
. Battalion Cv.iandcr, to repair demolitions ard build a by-pass on Highwa:r
#l, #t 937950. The mission was completed at 3004004, .

Foon 30 Octobor to noon 31 October - With the exception of
harassing rissions fired by the 4ssault and Mortar Platoons, and the tan
nlatoons in arvillery positions, there was no activity dmong the clement
of the battzlion. A

Foon 31 October to 2L00L 31 October - The 1st and 2nd Platoons.
Co. "3W ronrined in pesition, on call, to support a pover patrol from
the 370th Inf. Regt. The 3rd Platoon supportcd the patrol by fire bo-
treen the hours of 1900 and 2L00A. The 2nd Platoon, Co. "C" in
artillory support of the BEF fired obscrved missions on cnuny strong-
poiute with 2ood results.

ourarics of firing missions arc attachod as follows:

irzendix MAM® - Tank Ila‘oons
ndix "BM - fssault Tlatoon

iyondix "CY - Mortar “Llatoon
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SECTION II - INTELLIGENCE
Summary of Enemy Operations -
1 - 31 October 1944

10 Gk,ntl‘ral:

The front that existed at the opcning of the pcriod was
¢stablisied and remained static at the close of the period. The encmy!'s
intentions werc obvious: that is, to dclay our advance to the utmost,
availinz almscelf of the excellent opportunitics for defense offercd by
both mountainous terrain, and the coastal plain honeycormbed with natural
and artificial drainage systcms. Combining tcrrain with thorough demoli-
tions, xtensive minefields, and wicll-placed tank barriers, the immediste
ceastal arca was cffzctively defended against advance,

. Tic nrescnce of strong forces of enemy ground troops was not
indicated by roports from friendly patrols. Particularly in the mountain
suctor, resistance consisted of pockets of defensc manned by small numbers
of enemy, but supported by very effective mortar and artillery firos.

frtillery activity, in guneral, was not cxcessive; howevcr,
during the last 10 days of the puriod, an incrcase in encmy gun posi-
tions was reoorteds With the relief of the L2nd Jacger Division, and
its rcplaccuent by units of the 148th Div., cnemy artillery was notably
liss active. It is not fclt that this is an indication that artillery
positions hiave bucn abandoncd, but rather that the enemy is conserving his
reserves until such time as this sector of the front bceomes more actives

Th. stablc front has crcated a rising civilian problem.
Rcfugecs have returncd morc and more to their homes, cven in the most
forvard arcas. Their froc access to the combat zone, going so far as to
permit their travi.ling to and from encmy-occupied territory, has made it
necessary to cxercise the utmost security prccautions,

SECTION III - SIGNAL
le General:

Communications within thc battalion and to higher hcadquartcrs
during the month of October werc by wire, radio, and mcssenger.

Duc to the fact that the battalion (minus Co. "C") was
opcrating in a fairly narrow scctor, radio communication was very
satisfactory. During this period the SCR 509 was uscd, quite cxtensively,
for the purpos:. of dirceting tank fire from an OP. The results were
satisfactory. Mochanical failurcs for the month were at a minimum, Ex-
ccllent radio mointinance was maintained by our own personnel and by the
facilitics of » radio repair unit. The training of incxpericneced per-
sonncl was continued and a marked improvement noticed.
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~1r communication between hig ghcr headquarters and our ovm.
componiog vme vory satisfactory. chausa of the more stable situation
and ther lrelr of  xcossive movement within the battalion, very ¢fficicnt
naintonane. of wire was accomplished.

Ly scacduled runs vicre nade to hishor headquarters and to
with vory satisfactory results.,

SECTION IV - SUPPLY

-~

a.rernl:

Juring the period 1 - 31 Octob. Ty, this battalion was on the
lire -nd th. supply of all classcs was 6pnura11y good. The orzaniza‘ion
at th. eclos. of the peried had 10 trucks, 2%-ton on DS, and is short 1
Half-track, 11341, 1 Half-track, 8lmm M rtar, ML, and 1 Truck, i-ton.

Rations:

Th. nrincipal rations uscd during this ocriod werc the 'R typc
and 10-in-1 r-tion. The 5 in-1 ration is considercd a2 bettoer ration by
tank crows -0 t2. scontonts are the cxact amount for onc day for one crow
and it alsc off rs & lrrpor vario ty. This ration is still unobtainablc.,

2 SR :
) ),‘«r't eI

Da ”3:

Ta supnly of all clothing, with the oxeccption of suits, work-
ing, 1 vee 10, sizc 36R is goods Shocpacs have only boen available for
€Cs of Lhe =+ -mization and the other U0O% arc ursently nceded.  Small e

siz. socks, ol and large raincoats arc also difficult to obtain,
Cil, and Ammunition:
supply of zas, o0il, and ammunition has buesn ample and
“iiinble during thb UurlOd However, during the groater part
-riod, both the Class III and V dumps werc bntLr<ly too far in

to b suitable under combat conditions.

Crdnance s

Vehicle roeplacements have been availanlc during thc period.
Wbos for the trucks, 2%-ton have bzen reccived.  Tires and
- ’ bl < bl
s, $=ton, arc still nccded.

t. The shortage of firc-control cquipment still exists.

e
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6. Battle losses:
a. Ordnance:

- Tank, Mcdium, M4 (AT minc ~ burned)
- Truck, 3-ton, lxlh (Artillcry)
Watch, wrist, 7 jowel

= Tank, Light, M5A1 (AT minc)
Bimoculars, M3

- Guns, sub. mach., cal. .45, M1

U e

SECTION V - KAINTENANCE (MOTR)

1. Oncrations during the month wcre confined nostly to proventive
Measures. Six-thousand-mile inspections and 100~hour checks werc made
on thc oldest vohicles and the initial scrvicing and technical inspecction
vere made on 15 ncw MIA3 medium tanks that were issucd to the battalion
during ‘the first part of thc month. :

Five of the MUA3 tanks were issued to cach medium tank company.
So far, they have proved to be superior to the ML tank with the 75mm gun.
Som: of thc major rcasons arct superior gun, the inercascd power of the
enginc, and the incrcased spacc in the turrets Tho lack of MLA3 tank re-
placements and spare parts will cause a decided disadvantage in kceping

the mairntenance to the highest standard.

2¢ Tar  wre four tankdozer failures during the month. Two were
due to oviruc , one to wngine failure at 110 hours, and one to sprocket
failurce (ic 'Hozer?! hit a mine and damaged the suspensionh system,

nceessitotin ?nd cchelon repair. Another 'dozer! bent . the blade arms
due "to hitting a pill-box with the cdgc of the blade.

3. The failure of i-ton frames, by the breaking of thc rear spring
shacklc hanzer away from the frame was cvidenced on four vehicles, This
is bclicved duc to overloading, rough roads, and faulty initial wcld.

Le s12 liquid-cooled vehicles were serviced with prestone.
5. Recommendations:
a. Tankdozers:

(1) The whole powcr train, including sprockct bolts, hub
bolts, finasl drive shafts, control diffcrential, and propecller shafts
should b¢ dusigned heavier. '

(2) The attaching brackets should be nmadc to fit thc new -
typc control diffcrential housing on the MLA3 tank, as it is belicved
the cngine in' this tank is more suitable for 'dozer! work.

(3) Organizational maintcnance should install ovcrsize
bolts in thc sprocket rings. Thc bolts should be 'spottcd int with an
¢leetric welder in order to insure their remaining tight.

B -2=
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(L) The blade should be modificd se that it could be tiltes
from cither side,

be Theeled vehicles - Tt is nceessary to d.adline whecled
vehiclos resularly for scheduled maintenanee inspuctions and lubrication,
even though it may scem that the wchicle M"eannot be 3parcd™”,

c. Procedurc - Recoviry of disabled vihicles must be start.d
a5 £0on 8 the tactical situation pecrmits. Tanks of the same platoon
should to. - iisablcd vehicle to cover at the end of the opcration, if
such is rractic-ble.

SECTION VI - PERSONNEL

1e L ords
Brongc Star
Broer, Joromc Capt. 0L07308 Ifed. Dct.
Heclrimnn, Jomes F. Capt. 0L52618 Co. "BH
inlt, Rarond T/L 35021170 Hq. Co.
Hahn, Robert T/5 35108416 Hgw Coa
Borbn, Jos.ph G. T/5 "7 39000370 Co. "Dt
Wirt, Charl.s . . Pvt. 37511863 Co. "DM
Third Oak Lcaf Clustur
To Purple Heart
Rolich, "illinm 5/5gt. 35029342 Co. MaN
Second QOak Icaf Clustor
To Purple Hcart
Lavr _nee, Jomes B T/L 35021093 Co. "B"
Giddinrs, Mevnard M. T/5 15320372 Co. "AM
darville, XKennoth L. Pfc 6576562 Co. "B"
First Oak L.af Qlustcr
To Furple Heart
Hensloy, Ralnn Pfec 6989086 GCo. MAM
Williews, John L. Pfc 3L16987Y Co. Mg
Smith, Rebort 2. Pvt. - 33497567 Co. "BM

Purplc Hcart

5/sgt. 37130058 Co. MAM

Sgt. 3712971L Co, 'D"

Sgt. 35020850 Co,. "B

Sgte. 34169116 Co. tan

Sgt. 35121895 Co. M4M
- 10 -
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Report of Action for month of Oct, Contt'd..

Purple Hearts Conttd.

Jimcncz, Robert S. Cpl, 391,03086 Co.- "AM
Ingram, Valtcr E. Cpl. 3L266326 Co. "BM
Suthcrlond, Wilfred B. Pfe 32804109 Co. "B
Burkhart, Waltcr J. Pfc 35760350 Co. "B
Cline, Guorge L. Pfc 18137006 Co. maN
Defelice, Frank N. Pfc 3248911) Co. '"DM
Ratliff, Lcuis 4. Pfc 37261748 Co, man
Albrevicsyrski, Joscph S. Pfe 33434230 Co.. MAM
Drozdowsli, Zygmund Pfc 32167538 Hq. Coi
Rackel, Frencis S. Pfc 35014783 Co,. DM
Rice, Herbert M. Pfc 20631018 Cos NAM
Pollari, Salvatore Pvt. 32794397 " Co. hBM
Yelazzo, Charles L Pvt. 34707709 Co. "B"

Letters 2{ Commcndation

The following letters of commendation wore presented by Lts Col.
Arthur Snyder, 751st Tank Battalion on 20 Oct 19LL:

-1e To the Commanding Officers, Cos. "AM, mBH, Moh, 751t Tank
Battalion for outstanding work of tankdozer crews during the Anzio Broak-
through, the sdvancc on Rome and beyond, and later opcrations at the
Arno and Scrchio Rivers. : ‘

2« To the issault Platoon, Hq. Co., 751st Tank Battzalion, for
outstandire _crformance in support of combat opecrations

2. Cacualty List:" ot . T
CK.I.A.
Moldawsky, Sol Pvt.. 36852700 ‘Co. "MD" 12 Oct 194k
M.I.A.
None

W.I.i. (Hospitalizcd)

Bradlcy, Clarcnce J. 1st It 01013375 Hgqe Co. 6 Oct 1944
Johnson, Alton ’E. 1st Lt 01014683 Co. M"AM™ 11 Cct 1944
liarquand, John T. 1st Lt 01015814 Hg: Coe 11 Cct 1944
Tappan, Hollis H. Jr. 2d Lt 0516071 - Co. "B" 12 Qct 194k
. : (DOW) 12 Oct 194k
Pclloth, Herran W. Sgt 32280640 Cct 1944
Coulter, Frod L. T/L 37510418 Oct 1941
Bergey, Loroy L. T/L 13361936 Oct 19Lk
Burton, Rober: 1. Cpl 33455815 Oct 194l
Russo, Patsy 4. Crl _ 33667725 Oct 194l
Stokcs, Carl T. T/S - 39549612 Oct 1944
, - Gct 1944

Iiscnbie, Jariis Te | Pfec 35127700 Oct 1944
= Oct 1944

Falk, Sv.n H g #5mWrees Pvt 36118273 .
o B - - ’\ i - _Jl — x, 3 .. .
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WeIl.he (Not Hospitalizcd)

Bolich, Villiam S/Sgt. 35029342  ° Co. MA"™ 8 Oct 19LL
Voyles, Thomas M. Jre  S/Sgt. 37130058 Co. MA" 3 Oct 19LL
Voyles, Thoras M. Jre  S/Sgt. 37130058 ~Coe MAM 19 Oct 19LL
Clayton, #William 4. . Sgt. 34169116 - Coe MAN 12 Oct 19LL
Pelloth, Horman W. Sgt. 32280640 Cos . MA" 9 Oct 19LL
awronec, James Boo o T/L 35021093 Co. "B" 8 Oct 19LL
Jimcnez, Reobort S. Cpl. 39403086 Cos "AM 3 Oct 194k
Ailbrovezymski, Joscph B. Pfe 33434230 - Cos MAM L Oct 19kl
CRatliff, Louis 4. Pfc 372617L8 Coe 4" 3 Oct 19LL
Ricc, Herboert M. Pfc 20631018 Cos MAM 7 Oct 19LL
Suthcrland, Wilfrcd B. - Pfe 32804109 Cos "B" 21 Oct 19Lh
Srith, Robirt E. Pvt. 33497567 Cos "B" 8 Oct 19LL

I.I.4. (Hospitalizcd)

Evans, Harry D. Cpl. 16050279 Coe. MA" 13 Cet 19LL
Hale, -Horace 1. . T/5 39911456 Cos MAM 13-0ct 19LL

I.1.4i. (Not Hospitalized)

Nonc e
3. Rotation Statistics:

Since husust 19L3 sixty-cight (68) cnlisted mcn have been
_rotat.d tc t. United States. Of the aforcsaid number, thirty (30) rota-
tior r ~l-conents hav: bocn reecived.

/mthorization was obtained to fill twclve (12) rotatieon vacancicr
by pronotion.

The total of ten (10) officers have been rotated to the United
States. Six (6) rotation replacemcnts have bcen received and autheriza-
tion obtain.d to fill enc rotation vacancy by promotion.

(3ecc Appendix "D! for rotation statistics of 751lst Tank Batta-
lion covoring period 1 August 1943 - 31 October 19LL.)

L. Comments: : )

a. Casualties for the period have becn light. However,
difficulty has becn cncountered in being able to fully man combat vehicles
du. to tio frct that this battalion has ncver expericnced an overstrength
sufficiont to nofsct the loss of personncl due to combat casualtics and
This condition is agzravated by the followings:

sicln.ss.

1) Inadcquate provisions for the rapid-dispatch of
isposition Slips from hospitals to units.

admisocion o
12 -
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Report of jction for month of Oct, Cont'd.

(2) Rotation rcplacements arc not madc promptly.

(3) Personnel who have been diagnoscd as being physically
and mntally sound under normal conditions, but whosc nervous systoms
break down in tanks when cngaged with the cnemy. There arc several such
casus in this battalion, but the ncdical authorities have not scon fit
to transf.r the subject individuals,

b. Prescnt policy does not pcrmit a scparate tank battalion
to roquisifion an overstrength of personnel while ¢ngaged 1in opcrations
against the cnemy. It is recommended that this battalion be given at

roence an ov.rstrength of forty~three (L3) armored force rcplacements, and
that this overstringth of approximately six (6) per ccnt of T/0 strength
b¢ maintained. ¢ figure of forty-threc (L43) cnlisted men is arrived
st 2s fellows: -

2 tankgcrows cach for 3 medium companics = 30

2 tank crcws for 1 light company - 8
1 assault gun crew - 5
Total I3

ce It is rccommended that this unit be authorized to £i11
vacancics crizted by rotation of the first threc grades by promotion,
and rueéive besic replacements in licu thercof,

SECTION VII - COMLENTS

ariny this period the battalion operated primarily on a coastal
plain <rith tlc rountains on the east and the sea on the west. .There vere
numerous cenrls flowing parallel to the front, emptying into the sea,
which forried formidable barriers due to blown bridges and mined areas.

It vas found that an uninterrupted advance gould be maintzined by movirg
the tanks forward at the very edge of the sea and crossing the canals on .
deltas forred at their mouths. The corrosive action of the salt-water
neutrzlized the mines by destroying the caps. After crossing the

canzl, the lead tank would establish 2 base of fire, while succeeding
tanks leap-frogged the position until the offensive formation could be
resumed and the attack continued.

2+’ The mines most frequently encountered in the coastal sector
viere the Italian box mines. Becausc of their construction, they were ver
difficult to detect with & mine detector and had to be located by proning.
When time vas pressing and no engineers were available, tank crews
frequently probed their path through mine fields either by »ulling or
lifting the mines and neutralizing them. In one isolated case, a mine
was buried so deeply that it was not discovered and did no damagé'until
the fiftH veaicle had passed over. :

- 13 - .
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Deoort of Letion for month of Oct, Cont'd.

Ianks operating without close infantry support in settled are:c
“ticularly susceptible to ground attack by encmy infantry. Peri-
shot out and then the hull or turrct is picrced by rockets

tiiw security of houses or ruins. In all offensive action,

‘ coopzration with the infantry is urged for the nutual protectica
of votn forces,

L. Z.couse of the lar e number of demolitions, blevm bridges, and
obstructinr =, the tank dozer ivas found to be one of the most valuable
plsces of - quipment.  Because of the great concentration of weight cn the
front of tl. vehicle, the forward bogg® wheels and the sprocket bolts
aave w et deal of troubles It was also clumsy to maneuver. It is felt
that an srioored bulldozer would be much more »ractical and could be se~

« frwction of the cost. One or the other is essential to suc-
oncration,

5. Ir meny instances, clenents of the battalion were called upon
for dircct fire sudport te friendly patrols operating at night. By lay-
ing their ~uns by moonlight or on prearranged targets fromdefinite posi-
tions ot dusk, accurate fire could be brought dowvm at ranges from 600 to
1507 yoards.  This sccurity enabled patrols to operate or fills to be made,
tehind the ensmy lines with very little danger.

L. Bec use of the great distances separating various units of this
comnani, av. .7 iv o major problem. However, baceause of the carzful

syncroniznt. . 0 the sunply officer, unusually good results were obtained.
If woditic ooasor o¥nwos could be secured, the problem of mail distribu-

tion mould 5. ~sreably f-ecilitated.

G0 It

t - £ o

Sz AR H

Yajor, 751st Tank Bn.,
Cormanding

s (Italy, 1/50,000)

Sheet 104 I, 1V 105 Ivy 97 III; 96 II

tans (TItaly, 1/25,000)

saeet 100 T NW, 10L IV NE; 97 III SW; 96 II SE.
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Incl 4#3-Unit Journal and File
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HEADQUARTERS
751ST TANK BATTALION
LPO #6l,
U. S. ARMY

| 8 December 1944
“UBJECT: Report of AétionlAgainst the Enemy for the month of Novémber.
TO : The Adjutant General, Washington #25, D. C., U. S. Army.
TIRU 3 Commanding General, Fifth Army, APO #L6L, U. S. Army.

l. In compliance with par, 10, AR 3L45-105, as amended vy Chanzes #1.
lated 9 March 1943, the following report of action against the enemy for
the month of November is submitted:

Hap Reference: Italy - (1/200,000) Sheet 11, 13.
(1/50,000) Sheet 97 I, II, Iil; 93 117,
oL I, Iv.
(1/25,000) Sheet 97 I SE, IT NE; 98 ITT
J, IV SW; 104 I NW, IV NE.

SECTION I - GPERATIONS
Summary of operations for the period
1 - 30 November

l. General Situation:

Throughout the period, 1 November to 30 November, the 751st Tank
Battalion (less Company "C" and 3rd platoon, Company "D") was attached to
IV Corps, but there was no time in which all elements of the battalion
worked together. During the first three (3) days of the month, Company "C"
was attached to the Brazilian Expeditionary Force, but the remainder of the
unit supported the 92nd Infantry Division. On 3 November, Company "A" and
two (2) platoons of Company "D!" were relieved from the 92nd Division and
attached to CCB, 1lst Armored Division. The following day, the battalion
iwadquarters and Headquarters Company were placed under the control of CCB,
wnd a few days later, Company "B" and Service Company were attached to the
Same commande. This left Company Y“C" and the 3rd platoon of Company "D" as
separate units under the 92nd Division, now operating as an independent com-
aand under Fifth Army, which attachment remained effective through the end
of the period. Following the move to the CCR sector, the battalion was
nlaced under control of IV Corps Arfillery, but all elements with the ex-
ception of Company "A" and the Assault Guns were shortly relieved, These
two units took artillery positions and were placed under the operational con-
trol of the L2Lth FA Group. From that time, the battalion neadquarters and
subordinate units experienced a succession of attachments and sub-attachments
to headquarters including TF L5, 2nd Armored Group, L35th AAA Battalion,
2nd Battalion, 370th Infantry Regiment, and 1st Infantry Division, BEF. At
the end of the period, the following attachmehts were effective:
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uoort of Action for month of Nov, Cont'd,

a. IV Corps:
Headquarters Tank Section.

(1) 2nd Armored Group:
Headquarters and Headquarters Company (less Tank

Section and Assault Platoon)
3rd platoon, Company "B,

(a) 2nd Battalicm, 370th Infantry Regiment - 2nd plato..
uomnany "B" and 2nd Platoon, Company D",

(b) L35th AAA Battalion - 1lst platoon, Company "AM..

(2) L2lith FA Group: -
Company MAM (=2 platoons)
Assault Platoon, - .

(3) . 1st Infantry Division, BEF:

' 3rd platoon, Company "AR
1st platoon, Company HB#
lst platoon, Company "DV
b. TF 92. T

ConpaIW "C [0

3rd platosn, Company HD¥

The tanks performed both in'the artillery role and as support to
the infantry. Operations were difficult througHoutthe period. They were
hindered on the coastal plain by both naturs) and artificial tank obstacles,
and in the mountains by the unsultablllty of tanks to mountainous terrain.

d H

2. Daily Summary:

From 0100014 to noon 1 November -: Effective:010LLSA, the lst
Jdtoon, Company "A" was relieved from operational’ con%rol of the L2Lth FA
tooup and was attached to the 2nd Armored Group, per VOCG TF 92. This
..boon relieved the 2nd platoon, Company "D" at Ol05004 in position -
3092k, following which, Company "D's" platoon closed into a new position in

e vicinities 918952 and 926949,

. Noon 1 November to noon 2 November - Increased enemy detivity was
~oted throughout the sector front and all elements were alerted, but no
novement developed and there was nothing to report from any unit.

, Noon 2 November to noon 3 November - At 0222004 and 0222304, re-
spectively, messages were received from Commanding General, TF 92 to alert
t.;o (2) platoons of light tanks, and one (1) company of medium tanis to re-

;ort to Commanding Officer, CCB, lst Armored Division as socr. ~s possible.
2 022hOOA, a reconnaissance party-departed from the Battalion JP - 945903 -
0o make contact and act as guides. Company "D", less one pl:*oon cleared the
area 931924 at 0300204; Company MAY cleared its area 931922 at 030125A. At
(0310004, VOCG IV Corps attached Company "A" and Company '"D" (-1 platoon) to

-2 -
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$33, 1lst Armored Division. Sattalion
rere ordered at O9LSA to move to the vic
2 zulde and be directed to theit fing
Noon 3 November to no
Trarters, plus the Assault and
closed into a new ares at 59708
quarters remained directly unde
and iortar Platoon
(3) battalion staf
mondant, IV Corps,
15004, Company "pn vwas sub-attached
lery role. At the same
13th Tank Battalion,
“nto their new positions:
20oth Company "AY and the As
-7 89lith Tank Destroyer Batt
lztoon, Company

vuits remained un

f tanl
to be used as secur

time, Company "p!

der the control of TF 92
Noon L November to noon 5 No

2nd platoon, Company #aM
Corps Advance CP, until r

elieved by staff
18004, #1 tank, Headquart

Headquarters and

on L November ~ At 13104, Battalion
Lortar Platoons

8 at 2130a.
r the control
S were attached to CCB,

8 were ordered to report to the

ity for Corps ¢P.
to 68th FA Battalion

1st Armored Division,

Cos MAM ~ 599153; Co, DN -
sault Guns were

alion by voca,
"D" wias attached to Compan;

ovember - At 17004
oved into artillery position in the vicinity of 603157

were placed in position to act as

ers Company joined the

Headquarters Company

inity 599059 where they would neet

1 destipation.

Head-
left the vieinity 945903 and
Upon arrival, Battalion Head~
of IV Corps, but the Assault
Armored Division. The three
Headquarters Com-
Per VOCO, CCB, at
for use in on artil-
(-1 platoon) vas sub-attached to
At 17004, both companies closed
588147. 4t 0409304,
placed under operationsl control
IV Corps. 4t 10304, the 3rd
y "B", this battalion, and bot@

1st

> the Assault Platoon
Two tanks from
security for IV
battalion, At

Se two Company "AM tanks in

«

tanks of this

their defense role. On the norning of 5 Novemb
were relieved by tanks #2 and #3,
trol of their parent unit.

er, the tanks of Company nan
Headquarters Company and returned to con-

-

v

Moon 5 November to noon
from attachment to BEF and at 0603
vas nothing to.remort from other ¢

6 November - Company "C" was relieved

O0A closed into position at 931924, There
lements. .

7 November - Upon arrival in

The 2nd and
rneive positions at 928928 and 917947,
w:e lst platoon was held in reserve.

somdeny "D was relieved by the 3rd platoon,  Company "C", and unon relief
reverted from control of Company "3" to that of Company "C", The 1st
platoon, Company "D" moved into position at Palazzo - 635220 - at 0704004,

in suvport of the 13th Tank Battalion., The 751st Tank Battalion, less.units
7ith TF 92, was attached to IV Corps Artillery.

Noon 6 November to noon
Company ¥C! was attached to TF 92.

o
3T

its new area,
3rd platoons were sent into
respectivily, at 0619004, vhile

In this move, the 3rd rl:itoon,

Noon 7 llovember to noon 8
laced under the operational control
ive 0712004,
535225,
“35220.

Hloverber - Company "D! (-1 platoon) was
of 1st Infantry'Divisiqn,_BEF, effect-
At 0718004, the 1st section, lst platoon meved from 635220 to

An hour later, the 2nd section, 2nd platoon moved from 588147 to
There was nothing to report from other elements.,
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Noon 8 November to noon 9 November - Battalion Maintenance Platoon
- ved into the vicinity of 595119 at 081730A¢ The lst and 2nd platoons of
o any "AM moved to new artillery positions at 60014k and S9L1LL at 18304.
»ith Company "B" and Service Company were alerted to move from their posi-
tions on the coast to 603157 on 9 November.

Noon 9 November to noon 10 November - Company UBY was released.
from attachment to TF 92 and departed from its area - 978922 - at 0908254,
hon arrival at its new position, 601153 at 0919004, Company "B" was placed
under the operational control of 1lst Infantry Division, BEF. Service Company
~losed its area = 958885 - at 0909004 and arrived. at 595091 at 0917004,

Noon 10 November to noon 11 November - With the excention of normal
1"ring missions by elements in artillery positions, there was.no activity
ong -other unitse. : - L

Noon 11 November to noon 12 November - Effective 12C(CC4, Company
"M vas relieved from operational control of 1st Infantry Division, BEF, and
. verted to the control of this battalioh. -~ The battalion itself returned
~om control of IV Corps Artillery to that of IV Corps.' The 1ot section of
tie 2nd platoon, Company "D" was subjected to heavy enemy artillery fire,
(re tank was hit by shell fragments, deéstroying the ,50 cal. AA gun, four (L)
riscopes, and the 37-mm gun. ; o e T

Noon 12 Novemwber to noon 13 November*- There was no activity among
elements of the unit, other tham normal firing missions by artillery sections,

Noon 13 November o noon 1k Novemberi;‘ﬁd action except -normal
artillery firing missions. ‘ g i

. . ) ’ ‘» ‘ .' ) * ‘ .
Noon 1L November to noon 15 November - The Assault Platoon fired
w2 (1) harassing mission; Co. "A" fired eight (8) harassing missions. There
-5 no activity among other units. .

Noon 15 November to noon 16 November - At 22304, one platoon of
oany "BY was relieved from the control of this battalion and placed under
w : 2nd Battalion, 370th Infantry Regiment. The 2nd platoon, Company "AM

" <ved into a new artillery position in the vieinity 5971L1 at 16070CA: The
-“ud section, 2nd platoon, Company "D" departed from its area at 635220 and

sved to 588147 at 151800A.

Noon 16 November to noon 17 November - A message from G-3, IV
iorps placed one platoon of Company WB! under the control of the BEF, ef-
otive 161L00A. At 16304, the 2nd platoon of Company "D! was relieved from
‘ “tachment to the 2nd Battalion, lst CT, BEF and attached to 2nd Battalion,
/2th Infantry Regiment. S o

Noon 17 November to noon 18 November - The lst plati-on, Company
“3" moved to.the vicinity of 587146 at 1715304 The 1lst section, lst
s~toon, Company "D" relieved the lst section, #nd platoon in nosition .at
435225, at 171300A. :
; ,:mh;-'
Lx R I'g -§ ‘-,
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Noon™ 18 November to noon 19 November - At 1908554, a message was
rcceived from IV Corps attaching this battalion headquarters gnd Headquarters
Company (less the Assault Platoon » Company "B" and Company D" (less two
2.atoons) to TF 45, effective 18 November. The Assault Guns and Corpany MAM
reazined under the operational control of L2Lth FA Group. Comprny MCM and
“ae 3rd platoon, Company D" remained attached to IF 92, and tie 1lst rlatoon,
ompany "D" to the BEF. The Assault Platoon fired seven (7) precision ad-
Jjustment missions on enemy guns. All three platoons of Company "A" fired in
defense of enemy counterattacks,

Noon 19 November to noon 20 November - There was no activity, with
v exeeption of firing missions by assault’ zuns and tanks in artillery role.

_ Noon 20 Noverber to noon 21 November = At 2021304, Ooperations Tn-
r.ructions #2, Headquarters TF LS was reccived whereby the hattalien head-
1orters, Headquarters Compapy {less the Azsault Platean), Company UBY, apd
wompany YDM {less 2 platoons) were sub-attached to 2nd pemersq Group.

Nem 21 Novembper to moon 22 Novembey - There wag ms activity zqng
r.enctits of the battalion, '

Noen 22 Fevember ts nosn 23 Xdvember ~ At 2222004, orders were re-
c:ived from 2nd Armored Growp meking sub-attachmehts of elements of this
battalion to infantry units in the Group sector, for support of pending ooera-
tions. The 1lst platoon of Company "BM was ordered to move under cover of
darkness durinz the period 22 - 23 to an assetbly area in the vicinity of
568176, being attached upon arrival to the 3rd Battalion, éth Infantry
Re-iment, BEF. During the same period, the 2nd platoon, Company "B" and
the 2nd platoon, Company "D" were ordered to move to the vicinity of
Orociale - 565158 -, coming under control of the 2nd Battalion, 370th Infontry
~z3iment, upon arrival, The Mortar Platoon was alse attached to the 2nd
.ttalion, 370th Infantry Regiment, and instructed to move %o positions in
"2 area 570175. Company "B's" 3rd platoon took position in Iizzano - 5112 -,
" ur the operational control of the 435th AAA Battalion. For the purpose

* the coming operation, the Tank Section, 2nd Armored Group =35 attached
“ Company "B", this battalion, . . -

_ Noon 23 November to noon 2L November - At 2318004, Corpany w3
pened its advance CP in Gaggio Montano - 55L168 ~ and was join.d by this
“ottalion's advance CP at 21304, During the hours of darkness, the ¥ortar
-latoon noved to 5?AL75, and prepared to supnort the infantry in its ad-
;rnee on the morning of the 2Lth. At 2L06004, all three platoons of Company
3" znd one platoon of Company "D" moved from their assembly areas to sup-
mrt the infantry attack. The 1st platoon, Company "B" moved from 588175
orthwest to Bombiana - 584,182. Just north of the town, #1 tank was irmow-

lized by a mine and blocked the road so that the other four (L) tanks ecould
voceed no farther. The remainder of the platoon took firing pesitions in
e vieinity of '589189. Three tanks of the 2nd platoon movéd out of Gaggio
~ntono toward Morandella - 54,8178 - at 06004, with the 2nd platoon, Company
"M Company "D's" platoon reached its objective at 2410004, but the tanks
>. Company "B" vere delayed. The 3rd platoon moved north on the Vidiciatico
138 - Querciola 513163 road. 4t 11004, it arrived at 518173 where it
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8 delayed by a minefield., When the minefield had been cleared, thres tanks
of the platoon moved on to Gorona 517176, but the other two (2) tonl's were
1.ao0ilized because of mechanical difficulty. . The tank section, 2nd Armored
Group,.was held in reserve at Crociale - 567158,

. Noon 2y November to noon 25 November - At about 16004, three-
tonks of the 3rd platoon of Company "B" rezched their objeetive at Cordna -
517176 -~ and took defensive positions undey heavy eneny artillery fire.

The other two tanks iere delayed because of mechanical troubley but joined
the platoon after dark, The three’ tanks of the 2nd platoon that had -moved

. toward Morandells during the previous period arrived there at 17004." - The
~ind section (2 tanks) remained in Gagzio Montano., The 1st platoon, Company
WA was relieved from'attachment to L2kth FA Group, by VOGS, IV Corps. and
~“irched to L35th AAA Batbalions The platoon moved from its artillery posi-
c.on in Querciola ~ 51316} -~ arriving there at about 2505304i. The 1st

. “latoon, Company "Bn" retainéd'firing_pqsitionsuin,the\vicinity:of;589l89
zunporting the BEF. R e e T

-Noon».25 Novewber -to noon 26 November - There was: ne moveicnt of
- lements' during the period. A11-platoons of GémpanyA"B".and Lie two from
Company. "A" .and- Company "DY remaired in defensivé.positions,. “iring on tare
:xts of opportunity im support of the ‘infantry,.. The Asscult.Platoon and
two tank platoons of .Compdny YAM still in‘éntiilarrfpositionsmiere active

in firing missions on enemy personnel’ arid ‘installations. - : )

, : N 5 AT R , S

Noon 26.Novenmbetiite tioon 27 November = Jhile attempting to clear

2 road for the 1st platoon,:Company AN, that, company's tankdazer struck a
mine at 522173 and.was put. completely: out of adfion. The platoon received
intense artillery fire at that point.’ One” tank was damaged, onc man killed,
end "the platoon leader injuted: = There was nothing to report from other
elements. At 2618004, the 1lst platoon, Company "B" went under the control
of the Cormmanding General, lst Infantry Division, BEF. :

Noon 27 November to noon 28 November ~ The 3rd platoon, Company
"." moved from its artillery position at 2808004, to support the BEF in
7 vicinity of Bombiana .- 585182. - The platoon reached 571163, but could
;o no farther., Three tanks vere stuck there and the platoon v-as rceeiving
intcense artillery firc at the end of the period.

Noon 28 November to noon 29 November - At 2817004, - the.3rd

Latoon, Company "A" was able to conclude its rmove begun during the orovious
riod and took position in an assembly area near 57317L. During a scvere
countoerattack in the vicinity of Corona - 518177 ~ Company ™its¥ tanldozer,
“roviously immobilized by mines, was captured near 522173 by ‘the cnemy at
sproximately 2400A. At sbout the same time, three .tanks of the 3rd platoon,
sompany MBM were taken by the enemy in the towm .of Coronas 4 totol of five
~n viore casualties, throe wounded and two missing.in action. The remsin-
g two tanks of the 3rd platoon withdrew to V.‘J:.diciatié_b ~ 5C¢1138.

-6 -
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Noon 29 November to 2L00OA 30 November - The 3rd platoon, Company
"3" (2 tanks) moved to Silla - SLT1L8 - to reorganize and rest. One section
or the 2nd platoon, Company "D" moved from 549178 to Gagzio lLontano -
251168 - to be held in reserve by the 2nd Battalion, 370th Infantry Reziment.
There was no activity among other elements.

Summaries of firing missions are attached as follows:

Appendix "AM - Tank Platdons
Appendix "BM" - Assault Platoon
Appendix "C" - Mortar Platoon

SECTION II -~ INTELLIGEICE
Summary of Enemy Operations
1 - 30 November 19LL

l. General;

The first four days of the period were spent on the coastal oplain
aere the enemy situation had chanzed little for approximately six weeks,
I'ne front lines remained stable and the tanks! principal activity consisted
of artillery missions and firing. on targets of opportunity in supoort of
the infantry.

Following the move to the battzlion's present sector, it became
clear that the encmy's intontions were the same as encountered on the coast.
He held his lines with ¢very intention of denying us any advancc. The
tanks supported the infantry in o general attack against the Belvedere -
Castcllo ridge, and the cnemy fell back, offering only slight resistance.
However, the cxpected counterattacks soon followed and renched such an
intensity that the ground was re-taken, indicating that the enemy intended
to hold the high oround at all cost. His methods were devised to use to
“1ic utmost advantage the mountainous terrain in which he vas cnreged and

-- numerous mountain villages that were casily converted into stronegnoints.

Units of 211 threcc reginents of the 232nd Infontry Division irre
- .atified in the battalion's immcdiate scotor — the 1043, 1CLlL, and 1045,
Zroughout the period, it wes obvious that the sector was being constantly
strengthened by building up weak companies with replacements urouvat from
surmany and oven from other units on the Italian front. Altiiouzh a nuber
:¥ prisoncrs were taken, including some descrters, there was ro indicetion
t.ot there was any scrious defeet in the morale of the cnery!s troops .

Encry special-agent operations continued and the us. of closu-in
:splonage was especially noticed. It was nceessary to talc orrticuler pre-
cautions against the presence of civilians near CP arcas and the transnorting
f civilians in military vehiclese

-7
TR .. S
CONFIDENTIAL . T
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SECTION III - SIGNAL
1. General:

Comrunications with higher headquarters werc by radio, wirc, and
TICSS8ENZETr. :

2. Radio:

Radio comunication during the month of November was not as
“ntisfoctory as in the previous period. This was duc partio ly to mount-
“inous terrain, bad atmospheric conditions, and the fact thet o major nu ber
of the radio scts in this unit are badly worn from such long periods of con-

tinuous usc, The sets operate normally in every way for short distances,
at they no longer have the strong output or receiving qualitics nceded for
2oraving at normal distances. The najority of these sets have operated
zontinuously sincc this battalion éntered the line on 23 July 194L. Mu-
wrous mechanical failures have been éxperienced. Several roplacement ve-
‘cles have been received from-Ordnanee with faulty radio cquipment. Due
5o the close cooperation between the radio repiirmen of this unit and the
elp of a signal repair unit, no vchicles were without comaunication fop ;
"0y length of time. During the latter pPart of‘the month scver:l SCR
AT/VRC - 3 sets were mounted in tanks. This set is an SCR 300, with a
special mounting kit for mounting in tonks, and is used for communication
botween tenks and infantry, It has been used in actual combat and »nroved
very setisfactory.

3. Wire: ' o S«

Wire communication to higher heodquarters was very satisfactoryi
Because of the widely scatteored positions of thc companies it was not al-
s posgible to meintain wire communication with thcme Because of the
‘rtillcry role in which the tanks of this unit have becen employed, a lctter
& been vritten to Fifth Army requesting a switchboard, BD~72, four (L)
-1 units, RL~31, and twenty (20) tclephones, EE-8, in exccss of current
#0 & E. This equipment is deemed nccessary in order to opcrate cfficiently

“iier present conditions.
L. Messenger:

Messonger runs to higher hcadquarters and the comprnics were nade
1~ily. Results were very satisfactory,

5. lisccllancous:

Pigcons werc sent to this headquarters for treining and cxercising

Jarposcs.  Results of flights are unknovm..
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SECTION IV - SUPPLY

le G.oncral:

During the period 1 - 30 November, this battalion was on the line
and the susply of all classes was generally goods At the close of the
pcriod the orzrnization has five (S) trucks, 23-ton, on DS, and is short one
(1) truck, 3-ton, two (2) half-tracks, M341, and onc (1) half-trock, 81lmm
mortar, M. ieving these trucks on continued DS has considerzbly hampercd

the transportine -nd mointensnce of supplies within the battzlion.

2e *Rrtions:

- Tac wrincipal rations usecd during this period were the '8! type A
and 10 in 1 r-%ion., On seversl occessions "bad" cascs of 10 in 1 rotions o
were drewm froa the ration dump. This was caused by dampness soaking thro. -

the retion boxcs which were next to the ground on thc bottom of a pile in ¢
ration dump.

It was necessary to draw an extra ration o day for cach light t-n:
crcw using 10 in 1 rations.  The rcason for this is that it is impossible
to breoke-dorm to o four-man tank crow fouwr/tenths of ~ 10 in 1 ration while
it can cesily be broken dovam in half, '

3« Clothing:

The supply of -ll clothing with =~ few exccptions has been good.
While smnll oize shocpres have not been available, overshoes were drawn as
substitubes %41 the small.size shocpacs become available. Small size
socks, wool, clii have not as Yot been issued this orgenization and are ur-

gently nocded. Lorge size raincoats have been difficult to obtain during
the pcriod. '

Le Gns, 0il, and Ammunition:

The supply of gas, o0il, and armunition has been ample and readily
cveilqble during the period. : '

- 5. Ordn-nce:

Velilele replacements have been availsble during the perioed. Llsc,
o lmted ~nount of tires and tubes, which have been nceded for some time,
have xen roe o lvid,. While the repair of wchicles that go to ordnancc hns
been satisf oo, it is the opinion of this headquarters that the longth
of tire for ~ . lcotion of repairs is too long. This, of course, also

hrmpers the i renortetion of supplics within the batt~lion.

6. Bottlc Losses:

3
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2. Tank Losses:
(1) Mediums
Noe Couse ‘ ' Damage
1 - 1443 Mines Broken both tracks, Recovered
) within 24 hrs,
1 - Mzl Minc Broken track and damaged suspen-
sion system, Rcecovered within
)48 hI‘S.
3 -~ M4 & Mhal Captured' Tanks disabled by crew., Belicved
totally destroyed later.
1 - Tonk Dozcr Mines and later
hit by AJP. Totzl Loss
8 - Total
(2) Llights:
1-15 ' Enemy artillcery. HE fire donrged the 37mm gun -
turned into ordnancc.
1 -5 Enemy artillery. 37mm gun demaged. Turret jammed,
_ Turned into ordnsonce
2 - Tot"’l i .

b. Cther Losscs:

2 - 9. T. M3A1 Dnmtthﬁmm'(mpMuQWbMMMOmrwmp
artillery. able by Lth echelon maintenance.

3 - Wetches, rist
L -'Bicoculnrs, M9
19 - Guns, sub:ichine, cal, W45
1 - Cerbire, crle 430
SECTION V - MAINTENANCE (MOTOR)

le Second echelon maintenance during the month was greater than

usuzl, due to the extremely difficult terrain the tanks and trucks were for. .

to ncgotiatc. Repairs eonsisted lorgely of major unit failures such as
tronsmissions, transfcr cascs, and engincs. In most cascs these units werc
not replacerble due to eritical shortoge of new or rcbuilt units, and con-
siderable irprovisation was necessary., '
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- 2. Considerasble difficulty was encountered in the servieing of light
tank rcgslocements, The battalion maintenance platoon was forced to do an
abrniormal amount of fourth echelon work before the tanks could bc scnt on to
the line., lfedium tank replacements vere in somewhat bettor condition.

3¢ The mountninous terrain over which the tonks and gencral purposct
vehicles wore consistently operating, caused e¢onsiderable recovery work for
company ond battolion ncintenances  Becruse of this the recovery vehicles
and 10=ton wrcckers were operating éensistenly every night and as the crews
were thus :bsent from the battolion shop, repair work wes slowerw

Le One (1) tankdoic}, five (5) medium tanks and two (2) light tonks,
werc bottle casualties and one (1) tankdozer, o (2) medium tanks, and
three (3) light tanks, were tallied duc to me&hnnicol failure necessitating
fourth echslon repair, Dt R -

SECTION VI - PERSONNEL

1, Awards @

Silver Staor

Adouc, Victor E, (posthumously) 1st Lty 01015818  go.

Pcllegrinon, Homer Sgte 3526013L Co. "BM
Ingram, Wnlter =, Cnls 34266326 Co. UCH
Hupp, Elva Pfc 37404603 Co. MgH

Bronze Star
. Nortén, Frank Cple 34268941  Co. "Bn

2+ . Casualty List:

KQIpA-
. ._-—'*
Rustousky, Stanley Al Techn Lth gr 31258663  Co. "4" 26 yov 1541
Foerris, Alfred Pfc - 13082982 Co. "Dn 8 Nov 1sL)
MoI A,
Edwards, Irving C. Sgt. 33003145 Co. "B" 28 Nov 194k
Hermon, Ralph E. Sgt. 35017638 Co. "B" 28 Nov 194l
Dowell, Roymond P. Techn 5th gr 35017002  Co. "B" 28 Yoy 194k

Casey, Gcrald E. Cpl. 37511013 Co. "B" 28 Nov 19LL
Harper, Hownrd Techn Sth gr 34330101 Co. mC" 1l Nov 1LY
Canaan; Francis 4, . Pfc 32285129 Co. "B" 28 Kov 194}
Gilroy, Poul 4. Pvt. 35017647 Sv Co. 14 Nov 194l
Pollarij Salvatore Pvt. 32794397 Cos MB" 28 Nov 154l

-11 -
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>W.IMA. (Not Hospitalized)

Sourlock, lf-rk i Techn Lth gr 35019968 Co, "AM 26 Nov 1%Ll
Jones, Donnld H. Pvt, 32100716 "'Co. MAM, 26 Nov 194l

I.1.A. (Hospitalised) ¢ .

Coffee, Josi, Iw  Techn Lth gr 34762130 Gos "B" 29 Nov 194l
Gorez, fumborto R, Pfc 3845598l Co., "B 29 Nov 19LL

1

'I,I.4. (Not Hospitalized)

L2

None.
o T Y o '
: 3« Comments:, o Ce o

a. The provision in théiTable of Orgenization for six (6) bosieo
Der nkdlum campeny, and five (5) per light company, is inadequate as a metic -
of pro ct¢cable application. In theory the allotted basics would be ahsorbud
into the crcative operational personncl when warronted. It hes become ap-
percent, howover, that the basies are im fact 2.peol ‘of personncl.that cannot
be 1n3e0ucd into the effectlve strcnﬁth of thc battnlion. This.condition
is brscd. uvon thc fact that, eachiynit of this battalion has on the. average
of five (5) EI that are 1ncffoct1vc in an orgenization of this npature.
This group consists of tha follovung elements iy, | - - -
’ ‘ : ) e N

(l) Over Age. B T

(2). Pnysical: De} 1qucnts. R

(3)". Melassigned ﬂnd nwludqustbd.

To -llevinte the above condltlon, it is desired that the ineffccet-
unl personncl bo excha ngbd for personncl cepable of mecting the physical rc-
quircrients of ~ tank unlt.

b. Cr suﬂltles for the pcrlod have bcen light. However, difficult
has been necuntered in being able to fully mon combat vehicles due to the
fret thot this battalion has never expericneed an. overstrength sufficicnt
to offsct the loss, of pcrsonnel duc to combat Cﬂsualtlcs and sickness. Thl'c
condition is n~ggravatcd by the follow1ng' '

(1) Reason set forth in paragraph a, sbove, -
(2) 1Inadequote provisions for the ropid dispateh of Adm1531c.
ond ‘Disposition Slips from hospitels to units.
- (3). Rotation replacements are not made.promptly.

é¢. It is recommended that this unit be authorized to fill
vacrneics crected by rotation of the first three gr"dos by promotion, ~nd
receive brsic rpolﬁccnents in lieu thercof. -

T

-——.—-——,—-—.——
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SECTION VII - COLRENTS

1. Because of the nountainous terrain, the problem of supply be-

came a chellenge of major proportions. The situation was further agoravated

by the fact +hat all plasoons were widely separated in particularly in-
accessible locations., In some instances, % ton trucks were used where the
mule trails vernitted; in other cases, light tanks were used; and in ex-
treme cases, mules vere employed, with tank crews transporting the sup-
plies the laost five hundred yards on their backs. Engineers did a very
cormendable job in repairing roads, but it was a never ending task due to
the heavy rains. If inclement weather persists, tanks will be reduced to
a supporting role from stationary positions.

2. In all operations for the past month, the tanks were more or
less roadbound or canalized. This made them particularly susceptible to
fire from AT “uns. It was only by diligent "overwatching" and splendid
cooperaticn . i coordination with TD's that the various units escaped
heavy losece,

3. It is questionable whether or not tanks are satisfactory as
stationary outposts or armored pill boxes because of their high silhouett=
and the difficulty in outposting them with infantry. Zost counterattacks
are made at night, when tanks are particularly blind., It does not seern
practical to jeopardize suech valuable equipment by subjecting it to
"bazookal ralds, wher. the same mission can be performed equally as well
by ground nounts and improvised pill boxes. At times, the tactical situa-
tion nay revuire their use in the outpost role. In those instances, zreat
care should be taken to place tanks strategically sc as to be mutually
supportin: vwith final protective lines that can be 1aid down r egardless of
the visibility.,

L. Under actual combat conditions the new SCR AN/VRC - 3 radio
has oroved 4o be very satisfactory when operating with infantry in a sup-
porting role. It results in splendid cooperation and coordination betiec.
the units. After a weelk of continuous Operation, there were no mechanicsl

failures,
¥. 1ADDEY, ;
Hajor, 751st Tank Battalion,
Command ing
7 Incls.

Inel. #A-Doily Summary of Operations, Co, "CM - 7 - 30 Nov
Incl. j#2-lacs (Italy, 1/200,000) Sheet 11, 13
Inel. #3- s (Ttaly, 1/50,000) ’
Stoot 97 I, II, III; 98 IT1, Iv; 10L4 I, 1Iv.
Liele Jh="r o (Italy, 1/25,000)
- 2t 97 I 3E, II NE; 98 III M7, IV SW; 10L I 1w, IV NE
Inel. #5—v_rlay - Position of Elements as of 1 Nov 194l
Incl. j6-Cverlay -~ Position of Elements as of 30 Nov 19
Incl. #7-Unit Journal and File.
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DATLY SU.LURY oF COLUATIONS CQMPANY ncu,
WITH 3RD PLATOON COLPANY up,
ATTACHED FCOR PZRICD 7 - 30 NOVEIBER 194}

Neon 7 Noverber to noon 9 Noverber - Nothing to report.

licon > Fovember to noon 10 November - Company was sub-attached to
365th Inforzry, Rkegiment. vocG TF 92.

Fooxn 10 Iovember to noon 11 November - 2nd platoon fired dircet fire
on cnery iusirllsotions in Porta - 933970.

Noon 11 November to noon 12 November — The 1st platoon (-2 tonks)
moved to Quorceta - 953947 - at 18304, Two tanks on o seperatc mission in
Scrovezza ~ 974966 - fired on encny nachinegun positions. The 2nd and 3rd
platoons fircd on cnerny positions, destroying ~n QP and » pillbox.

Noon 1% Hovember to noon 13 November - The 1st platoon knocked out -,
encry mazhiol sun in Seravezza and the 2nd platoon an CP in liontignoso -

936991,

Noon 13 November to noon 1} November - 411 platoons fired direct firc
on ¢nery positions,

Noon 1l lovevber to noon 15 Noverbeor - Tha compaw CP was heavily
shclled, 1ouniing two men. The GP rered to 032023 at 17004,

Boon 15 v “er e neon 2b Novorber - All platoons fired direct fire
missions ir r o~ L, oAl infentry. There wos no further action to rcport,

Nosn L Eor to nosa 25 lNoverbor - While on o dircct firing mis-
sion, t.ac ¢ wen received heavy cnermy artillery firc ond was forced to
with e “'tvias irmobilized by a lend mine ot Forte dei Mormi -
9206520,

Neon L Uovember to noon 27 Novemb:r - Nothing to rcport.

Eoon 27 November to noon 28 Noverber - The 2nd plotoon moved to the
viciaity cf ¥i~rceggio to practice amphibious operations “with the 2nd Batt
lior, >:X%th ‘ml-ntry Regiment. 411 tanks from the platoon were committer
to salt vt . The 3rd platoon fired on an enemy OP and rcecived heovy
crtillirs 270 in return,

Noon 28 Hovember to noon 29 Noverber - The 2nd platoon continucd
proctocirg - ohibious operations. Ons tank was completcely immobilized due
to immersion in g7t weter.  The 3rd platoon moved tc Querceta - $53947.

Nouir 7% Tleveiber to 24,004 30 Novoember - Nothing to rcport. At the
close of ti. “.r"od, the 1st ond 2nd platoons were -t 933930 and the 3rd
platoon ~t °ify5

SRS .

Incl, A1
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6 January 1945
SUBJECT: Report of Action Against the Bnemy for the month of December., oo

TO : The Adjutant General, Washington #25, Do C., Us Se Army.
THRU : Commanding General, Fifth Army, APO #:6h, U. S. Army.
1. In compliance with par. 10, AR 345-105, as amended by Changes

#1, dated 9 March 1943, the following report of action against the enemy
for the month of Decenber is submitted;

o

¢+ SECTION I - OPERATIONS

l-31 b
Imits 31 December
1, General Situation:
Throughout the period 1 - 31 December, the 751st Tank Batta- NY
lion continued to operate without Company "C!" and the 3rd platoon of -

Company 'D". These two elements were attached to the 92nd Infantry Divi-
sion and functioned directly under the control of that unit. The re-
mainder of the battalion was attached to IV Corps with sub-attachments

. -made to American and Brazilian infantry units within the sector. On .20
December, all elements of the battalion, less Company "G" and the 3rd
platoon of Company "D", were returned to the control of this headquarters,
and the headquarters placed directly under IV Corps., It vas given the
mission of supporting the infantry of TF LS in the sector held by the
900th AAA Battalion and of constituting Corps Reserve with all elements
not actually employed as infantry support. The Assault Guns and two (2)
platoons of Company "A" continued in their artillery role under the con~
trol of IV Corps Artillery, and the Headquarters Tank Section remained ,
as local security for the Advance CP IV Corps until released to the
battalion on 25 December. As in the previous period, operations for the
majority of the battalion were in mountainous terrain, presenting the
usual difficulties of maneuver and supply. -

2. Daily Sumary:

- From 0100014 to noon 1 December - The 2nd Platoon of Company
B" remained attached to the 2nd Battalion, 370th Infantry, but moved
from its position in the vicinity of 546178 to a rew area in Gaggio
Yontano (552168). The 2rd Platoon of Company "D" moved from the same -
area, the lst section:going into Gaggio Montano, and the &nd section to A\
Gabba (536152}, closing in at approximately 0105004. \Uolo .
v/

-
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Peport of Action for month of Dec, Cont'd.

Noon 1 December to noon 2 December - The Ist platoon of Compahy
"A%, in support of the L35th AAA Battalion, closed into its new position
in the vicinity of 517129 at 011300A. The 2nd platoon of that company con-
tinued in the artillery role; the 3rd platoon remained att:ched to BEF.
The 2nd sestion of the 2nd platoon, Company "D joined the st section in
Gabba (536152) at 0112L5A. ,

Noon 2 December to noon 3 December ~ The 3rd platoon of Company
A" was called upon to support the infantry of the BEF in an effort to re-
pulse an enemy counterattack launched from the vicinity of Abetaia
(578189) at 022300A. At 030430A the tanks were forced to withdraw to
589157, following the infantry's withdrawal, At 0309304, the tanks moved
out with the infantry in an attack to restore the line to'its former posi-
tion. The 1lst platoon of Compzny "B" also fired during this action, but
did not move from its position in Bomkiana (58L183).

Noon 3 December tc noon L December - At 18004, the 3rd platoon
of Company "A" was relieved from attacament to BEF and reverted to the con-
trol of its parent company, moving to the wicinity. of 582119. At 0316004,
the battalion opened a forward CP at 587147, in conjunction with Company
"B", which had moved from Gaggio Montano (553167) at 15L5A. The 2nd
platdon of Company "BY moved into firing positions in the vicinity of
555165 to-support the BEF counterattack against C. Vitelline (574185).
Their mission was accomplished and the platoon returned to its original

~ position 549168 at 1700A .

Noon i December to noon 6 December - With the exception of nor-
mal firing missions by the Mortar Platoon and the tanks in the artillery
role, there was nothing to reéport from elements of the battalion,

Noon 6 December to noon 7 December - The Mortar Platoon received
enemy shell fire, but reported no damage other than to one mortar bipod.
There was nothing to report from other glements. _

Noon 7 December to noon 8 December ~ The Mortar Platoon was re—
leased from the support of the 2nd Battalion, 370th Infantry, and moved
from its position at 533167 to 600035, closing in at O715004.

Noon 8 December to noor 9 Lebember - The lst section, 2nd
platoon, Company D" moved from Zts pozition in Gabba (536152) and took
firing positions in the vicinity of 529156. The 2nd section remained in
Gabba. There was no getivity among other elements. *°

Noon § December to noon 10 December - Effective 0918Q04, the
3rd platoon, Company "B* was relieved from attachment to TF L5 and attached
to the 1st Infantry Division, BEF for the support of contemplated

operations, '

.




Peport of Action for menth of Dec, Cont1d

Noon 10 December to noon 11 December -

Company "D" received approximately 100 rounds of
artillery on its position at 635220,

At 17154, the 1st platoon,
estimated edium enemy
Four casuzlties resulted, one killed
and 3 wounded. At dawn, 11 Decernber,

the 1st platoen, Comrany "AY moved
S in preparation for diversionary
The 3rd platoon, Company "A" moved into ar

into position in the vicinity of 50515
action later in the day.

tillery
positions in the 5912 grid square at 1108004, The 3rd platoon, Company
"B" moved into the area 55516l at 1106304, preparing to support action of
the 1st Infantry Division, BEF.

- Noon 11 December o noon 12‘December - At 16
Compary "AY moved into firing positions in the vieinit

norted the diversionary action of elements of the L35th AAA Battalion by
¥iring on eneny targets in Rocca Cornetta (L91172). When their mission

eturned to their original position at 517129,
Before dawn 12 Decenber, the 1st platoon, Company "B" moved into firing
positions in the vicinity of 583183 and 581185. Bezinning at dawn the
2latoon supported the attack of the 1st Infantry Division, BEF on Mt,

Castello by firing on OP's, m/g's, and pill-boxes. The 3rd platoon,
Company- WB" supported the attack from vicinity of 55516),

Noon 12 December to noon 13 December =~ The 1lst and 3rd pPlatoons,
Company "B" continued to Support the attack of the 1st Infantry Division,
SEF throughout the day of 12 December.

At 1217004 the 1st platoon re-
turned to its original position vhere it remained throug

h the remainder
of the period., Effective 1306004, the 3rd platoon was =

elieved from at-
tachment to 1st Infantry Division, BEF and reverted to the control of its

parent company. The platoon moved to its new position in the vicinity of
587147 at 1307304.°

Noon 13 December to noon 15 December - With the exception of
normal firing missions by the Assault Platoon and the tank platoons of
Company mA" in artillery position, there was no activity to report.

Noon 15 Decerber to noon 16 December -

Platoon, Company "AM nmoved to a new artillery pos
632149, amd the 3rd o)

Two tanks of the 2nd
ition in the Vvicinity of
latoon took new positions at 629151,

Noon 16 December to noon 17 December - The 2nd platoon, Company
"A" completed its nove begun during the previous

period. Effective
1706004, the 2nd and 3rd Platoons of Cémpany mpn
Sompany "D" were released from the control of TF L
contirol of the 1lst Infantry Division, BEF,

Noon 17 December to noon 18 December — Following the move of
its two artillery platoons, Company A" moved its GP to 636140 and closed
into its new area at 17154, The Assault Platoon also occupied new o
artillery positions in the vicinity of 607162 at 13304, Per voco, 2d-
Armored Group, the lortar Platoon was attached to the 9COth Asp Battalion.
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Noon }§ December tofﬁoéﬁ'19 Deaémbef -.The Hortar Platoon moved
inity’of Liszano (517129) at 1814004, and took firing positions
the following morning to support the 900th AAA Battglion.

Noon 19 December to noon 20 December = The Battalion Forward CP
noved from Valdibura (597088) to Gastelluccio (5L43116), closing in at

2012004.

ﬁéonﬁ&@"Decembef‘ﬁg_ﬁoon 21

. IN
»

December - A1l &lements of the

" battalion under the control &f the BEF and IV Corps Artillery were re-
lieved from such attachment and reverted to this unit. At the same tine,
the wnit was relieved from attachment to TF LS and placed directly under

=~V Corvs «

As a result of thése changes, the CP's of Compary "3" and

Company D" were moved, the former to Lizzano (517128) and ‘the latter to
the vicinity of Maénzano (506136). Headquarters, Comparmy "B" and the
.company's 3rd platoon closed into their new area at approximately 13304.
ihe relief of the lst and 2nd platoons of Company "B" by elenents of 13th
Tank'‘Battalion took place during.the night of 20 = 21 December. hen

the relief

was .completed, the platoons joined the remairder of the company

in Iizzano, the 2nd platgon closing at 20200Q4, the st closin

g av.
2112004« The:Ist platooh, Company '"DM noved:from vicinity of Palahzo

(635219) to Querciold (SI31BLY. . Upon arrivali to Querciola the hlatoon
relieved one blatodh;jcﬁmpqnfiﬂﬁ",113tthankﬂBaﬁtalion.{‘Thewféligﬂ Was

completed &t 23004, "4

Yy
J. - I

; . .Nooh 21 Degember tgoinoon 22 Decembey - The 1st platpon.of . , -
Company "DM was' attacked by an enemy patrol in the vicinity of 513163 at
1830A. The enemy fired at'the tanks with bazookas; but was repulsed. be-
fore damage could bé done. .The 2nd platoon, Company "D" was relieveéd in
rlace by elements of 13th Tank Battalion at 21210CA. : The platoon joined

the Company Headquarters near 506136 at 2201004,

[T S RO
S

doLa
oy

loon 22 December to noon 23 December ~ Tne 1st platoon, Comparg-
"4l still in position in Tizzano (517128), was placed under the overu~ "
vional control of the Commanding Offjicer, Company D", this.battilion, .ap
"8 the 2nd platoon, Company "AM, 89kith Tank Destroyer Battalions ' The,
cad platoon, ‘Company "D relieved'the 1st platoon in place -"5ENI03 aid
©11159 &t 2218304, and the 1lst platoen moved to the area of the Corrany
OP - 506136, L s T

4 .

BRY T

?Noon‘23 Décenperﬁfq noon éﬁJDébember - With the exception of nor--
rzl artillery firing missions, there was no activity amnong.clezents of -

-
-

the commands : - R

- Noon'25 December 4o nobh 26 December - At 251200%, “he dead-
quartérs - Company- tanks-sérving as local secwrity for IV Cords Advance CP
were relieved’and returned to the zontrol of. this battalion. The tanks

closed into'the Battalion 'GP aréa

at Castelluccio (5L3116) at 1900A.

T T U B VR L B A
20 VR |
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Report of Action for month of Dec, COont'd.

Noon 26 December to noon 27 December = The lst platoon of
Company "A" left its position in lizzano (517128) at 270435 and moved to
Vidiciatico (501139), closing into new positions at 07004,

Noon 27 December to noon 28 December - NTR

Noon 28 December to noon 29 December - After receiving severe
counterbattery in its artillery position at 632149, the 2nd platoon,

Company "A" departed from that area at 19404, closing into the vicinity
612152 at 22L54.

o $oon 29 December to noon 30 December -~ The lst platoon, Company.
D" relieved the 2nd platoon in place 504163 - 5048, The relief was
completed at 3005L54. The 2nd platoon closed into the company area
vicinity 506136 at 3006304.

Noon 30 December to 3124004 December - NTR.

Appendix VAN — Summary of firing missions » Tank Platoons.
Appendix U"B" - Summary of firing migssionms, Assault Flatoon.
Appendix "C" - Summary of firing missions, Mortar Platoon.
Apperdix "D® - Summary of Action, Company "C", and 3rd platoon,
- Company "D", 751st Tank Sattalion, 1 - 31
. R " December 194l;. - ;

| SECTION II - INTELLIGENCE
Sumrary of En rations

A

1, General: e

The enemy situation changed little during the period, either
physically or in the attitude displayed by the troops, Patrol activity
was constant throughout the sector as the eneny made every effort to
‘ieep aware of all our movements. The onhe attempt made by our forces to
advance against the Belvedere - Castello ridge was met with concentrated
fire and the same tenacious defense demonstrated in former act’on con-
cerning the same terrain features. There is no doubt of the fact that the

enery fully appreciates the importance of this high ground and iatends to
hold it at all cost, v

Movement and shifting of troops throughout the gcieral sector
during the middle of the period indicated a possibility that the enemy
would revert from his defensive attitude and go on the offengive. How-
over, it did not appear that concerted action would materialize in this
battalion's immediate sector. It was very likely, though, that
diversionary action might be directed against forward infantry elements.
If successful, such action could have been developed with the objective

of severing Highway #6li and preventing its further use to us as a supply
routes !

-5 .
L GORFIDERTINL .o -
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Renort of Action for month.of Dec, Cont'd.

Road conditions and general terrain seriously restricted the
riovenent of armor; therefore, any enety advance would have to rely
orincipally on infantry troops. Defensive plans for the battalion's tanks
to support the infantry waye made acoordindly.

The activity of enemy agents remained normal. It was easy for
them to cross the front lines simply by utilizing back trails through the
nountains. The inability to eliminate this traffic made it inperative
that all troops, particularly those in forward villages, rerain alert for
the presence of suspicious individuals.

SECTION III - SIGNAL

l. General:

Communications with higher headquarters were by wire, radio and
nessenger. '

2 ”Radio H

Radio communicatlon during the month of December was the sanme as
in the last period. Mountainous terrain and bad atmospheric conditions
continued to act as a disturbing factor. Within the companies and for
short distances, commnications were satisfactory. A new T/E has been
inavgurated, authorizing four SCR 508's and fifteen SCR 528's ner medium
company and four SCR-5C8's and fourteen SCR 528's in the light company .
This arrangement does away with all SCR 538's and permits two way comruni-
cation between all radio-equipped vehick¥esi The extra SCR 508's make it
possible for all platoon leaders to operate two seporate netss Mechanical
failures were at a minimum for the period.

3. Tire:

Wire commnication to hicher headquarters was very satisfactory.
3ecause of numerous moves and the widely scattered vositions «f the com-
panies, it vas not always possible to maintain wire commmnication -dith
them. 1In answer to a letter written to Fifth Army requesting equivment in
cxcess of T/E, a switchboard BD-72, L reel units RL-31 and 20 telephones
EE-8 have been received. These items are to be turned in by 29 January
1545 unless a time extension is granted.

L. Messenger:

Messenger runs to higher headquarters and to the companies were
made daily with satisfactory results,

S. Miscellaneous:
The platoon of MiA3 tanks belonging to Company "A", this batta-
lion has been employed in an artillery role since the first week of

November 19LL. This platoonig equipped with a 76mm gun and each tank in
-6 -
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the platoon had fired between 1500 and 2000 rounds at the end of December.
During the las$t week of the period, the speakers on all five radios (SCR
508 and SCR 528) were blown out. It is apparent that the speaker is not
constructed to withstand the concussion resulting from extensive firing

of the 76mm gun. Though speakers have occasionally blown on i) and MiA1
tanks equipped with the 75mm guns, such occurrences have been few, It is
recommended that a modification be made to the speaker in these tanks
whereby concussion waves may be absorbed to some extent befare striking °
the speaker cone.

SECTION IV - SUPFLY A
1, Geﬁgralz

During the period 1 - 31 December, this battalion was on the
line and the supply of all classes was generally good. At the close of
the period tMe organization still has 5 trucks, 2z-ton, on DS, and is short
5 trucks, §-ton, and 1 carrier, personnel, half-track, M3A2, w/vinchs
Having these 5 trucks on continued DS still considerably hampers the ',
transportation and maintenanée of supplies within the battaliocne 7.

2+ Rations:

The principal rations used during this period were the "BM type
ard 10 in 1 ration. The 5 in 1 ration is considered a better ration by
tank crews as the contents are the exact amount for one day for one tank
crew and because this ration offers 'a larger variety of :food, This
ration, hovever, has been unobtainable ‘for some times

It was necessary ‘to draw an extra ration a day for such light
tank crew using 1Q.in 1 rations. The reason for this is that it is im- =
possible to break-down to ‘a L-man tank. erew four-tenths of a 10 in 1 ra-
tion while it can easily be broken dovm in halfi

3. Clothing: . N

The supply of all clothihé with a few excéptions has bcen geodl,
These exceptions were small size socks, wool, ski, and large size rain-
coats. ’ a

. During the month, winter clothing was issued, combat suits, -
jackets, field, pile, trousers, kersey lined, eté. Dué to previous ex~
serience, it is felt that the:best type of winter clothing for & tank‘n
battalion is the combat suit, 'This suit not only offers warmth, gnd is
waterproofed, but it is durable encugh to stand the long winter months
of hard wear that a tanker gives it, : :

L. Gas, 0il, and Amunition: .

‘The supply of géé; Qil, and,ammnnitign hag been ample and
readily -available during the period. LT



http:dut~1;>.le
http:c1.othif.1g

*

Report of Action for month of Dec, Cont!d, o ~
5. Ordnance:

Vehicle replacements with the exception of trucks, .,-ton, and
carrier personnel half-tracks, M3, have been available. 4 limited amount
of tires and tubes have also been received. Certain vehicular spare parts
and .equipment vhich have been needed were wnavailable. Bicoculars, enough
to bring the battalion up to its authorized TO & B strength, have been re-
ceived, as have 3L watches, wrist, 15 jewel,

6. Battle Losses:
a. Ordnance:

8 - Guns, sub. mach., cal..is, 11
1l- Watch wrist, 7 jewel

b. Signal: ]

23 Flashlights, TL-122-4
SECTION V - MAINTENANCE (MOTOR)

l. The difficult terrain over which the vehicles of the battalion
operated caused the majority of 2nd, 3rd and hth echelon repair during
the monﬂ‘o

2+ Repair of general purpose vehicles was greater than usual be-
cause of accidents, due to icy roads and other unfaverable mather corditions.

3+ During the assault on M. Castello and Mt. Belvedere, thore was
an enormous amount of recovery work, making it necessary that the Batta~
lion Motor Officer directly control the work of all company and battalion

- recovery crews so that a maximum of coordination might be obtained.

L, 4s in previous periods, replacement tanks dravn during the month
were in poor condition, due apparently to carelessness on the dz+% of Lth
echelon Ordnance personnel.

5. The fact that personnel have insufficient training in 1lst echeloa
maintenance and the lack of interest in the care and functioning of their
equipment was evidenced by the amount of 2nd and 3rd echelon work which
had to be done.

6. Recommendations:

a. Instruction as to the care and functioning of all equipment
st be continuous and stressed more fully even in combat,

b, Company commangers should be instructed as to the correct
use of the company maintenance personnel and equipment. Company commanders
apparently do not realize that the maintenance and upkeep of their ve-
hicles and training of the drivers and crews are a direct command
responsibility.

L4 [
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SECTION VI - PERSONNEL
1. Awards:

logion of Merit

Gol&bergj, Sem Sgt. 32130448  Sv co.
2. CéSuglty List:
wift, Charles A. Pvt. 31511863  Co. "" 10 Dec 19LL
MTok | |
None

W.Il.As (Hospitalized)

Harper, William R. St."8gt. 32669165  Cos "D" 10 Jec 194

Canddy, Leland G. Sgt. 37510426 Co. DM 10 Dec 19LL
Emigh, James T. Sgt. 16100686 - Co, Mam 3 Dec 1944
Coffel, John W, N 37510937  ‘Co. "D" 10 Dec 1944
Sanders, Ralph Jr. T/5 37,088LY Co, "Dn 10 Dec 19L4L
McMahan, Walter T. Jr. Pfe 33217450 Co. '"pu 10 Dec 19LN
Carver, leco W. Pvt. 37h99847  Co. MM 21 Dec 1944
Castorena, Daniel L. Pvt. - 38539530 Co. mgM 14 Dec 1944

Gope, Johnic B. Pyt 3U509932  Co. mav 3 Dec 19k
R ' WoI.A. (Not Hospitalized) |

Sharblin, Hovard C.  lst Lt, 01013256  Co. MAM 29 Nov 19kl
dart,, Wilbert W. Sgt. 38341816  Co. "D* 10 Dec 19k
Hauggerty; Thomas J. Pvt, 142036886 Co. "MD" " 10 Dec 29k

I.I.A. (Hospitalized)

Lindsey, Clayton R.  Gpl. 35417459 Co. "A" 3 Duc 1ok
Gambka, Edwin W. - Pfe 36570371  Co. A" 22 Dec 194

I.T.A. (Not Hospitalized)

Ay

N ) None, . -~ * ALY A W

3. Comments:

a« (eneral replacements received have been of a hizh caliber.
The new personnel appear to be well trained and disciplined. Rotation
replacements, however, have been of an inferior standard. Txac lotter re-
»lacements in almost every case have been overseas for a minirum period
o 19 months, and in several instances, rotation replacements have ac—~
credited overscas service equivalent to the acecrued overscas service of ..
the individual rotated., 4s a result, the combat cfficiency of these re-
Placements has proved to be of a low standard. SR '~
e, oo =9 = .
v GREEIPENTIAL

3 . N Y
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B. Rotation replacements have been received promptly for per-
sonncl currently rotated to the United States. Twenty-four (2l;) vacancics
remain frozen. These vacancies created an undue hardship upon the en-
listed men filling the T/O vacancy created in that the commensurate
rating cannot be awarded.

¢. It has beecn estimated that over & period of four months,
the return of personnel to the United States on temporary duty will
crcate an abscnce of eighteen (18) EM, decreasing the effective strength
of this organization.

SECTION VII - COMMENTS

l. In winter operations, it has been found that in mountainous
terrain, tanks equipped with steel tracks are impracticable. Because of
the icy, precipitous roads, grousers are needed, and on steel tracks, no
provision has been made for the mounting of grousers. Rubber chevron
tracks equipped with grousers is the type of track recommended for
operations of this kind. If rubber tracks are not available, pairs of
rubber blocks may be inserted in the steel track at regular intervals
which will permit the mounting of grousers. '

2. In snow covered mountainous terrain, white camouflage mantle s
thrown over tanks in direct fire positions would be very valuable for
the purposes of secrecy and security.: The practice of permitting snow
to remain on combat vehicles for camouflage purposes cannot be recommended.

3. The Assault Gun Platoon of this organization has found the
M7 Assault Gun superior to the new M4A3 tank equipped with the l0O5mm
howitzer, as an artillery weapon. The accuracy of the new piece is below
standard as there is no compensation for cant. In order to achieve
maximum range, it is necessary to elevate the front of the tank. In
fire missions deviating from the immediate front, the gun is inclined
to cant and there is no compensating, levelling mechanism as there is on
the M7. The accuracy of this new weapon is also impaired by the use of
the azimuth indicator, which has proved to be inaccurate at red: r :n?
maximum ranges in comparison to the sighting equipment in ths v

The closed turret also presents a problem making it difficuls.
for crews to engage in rapid firing. The smoke and fumee. are also a
nuisance and when heavy charges are used, the concussion is very severe.,
In addition there is less storage space.

-

CY 50 otk
c. 7. M@KE:?,JA‘”‘

' Majar, 751st Tank Bet“alion,
6 Incls. Commanding
Incl #1-Maps (Italy, 1/50,000) Sheet
97 I, II, III; 93 III, IV; 104 I, IV.
Incl #2-Maps (Italy 1/25,000) Sheet s
97 I SE, II NE; 98 IIT NE, IV SW; 104 I NW, IV IE.
Incl #3-Overlay - Position of Elements as of 1 Dec 194L.
Incl #i-Overlay - Position of Klements as of 31 Dec 194k,
Incl #5-Unit Journal and File.

Incl #~Journal gnd File of Co, Jon, 751st Tk Bn
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’ SUMMARY (F ARTILIERY MISSIONS FUh THE LN OF 17 CLITER 1944 TAi:K PLATUONS o
| DATE c/p HARASSING __ |RECTSTRATION)  MUKT IESTRUCTICN | PERSONMEL | PROPAGANDA |  VEHICIES TUTAL
Mission! Rds |Mission| Rds Mijéiohi Rdal Missionl R3s Mission |Rds Mission |Rds Mission|Rds [Mission|Rds Blission] Rds.
1st/2nd 3 | 58 7 {11 ~ L I S W T I kN
—2rd/5xd A 123 %41 153 L IV S W B X7 12 4 :
3rd/4th 5 3 2 62 1 63 . 5 1 6 13 ;. 250
LI6/5Th I ! E T OO I AU S U QS W N - ) N T 6 1 1
5th/6th 3 52 2 53 =1 g - -+ z 48
3 Th T+5 "1
i 7th/8th_ , 2 70 + 5 70!
I #tn/oth 1 1 23 1 21 ™13 * 3
9Th/T0th T B 1T ‘ T | & ([ 1 | I A 9
10th/11th 1 1 40 11 2 1 i D Pt e 12
i 11th/12%th T 30 1 3 i _ 241 33
th/13th A 00 9 1 100 213 15001
N5/l 1 1 25 1| 25 -1 2 1 5o+
14th/15th 1 58 1 3 " 2 1 €61
. 15th/16th 1 i1 . 14 .1
,_,._.,l@le}!l/lgth o — o
/] , h 2 139 7
‘ 19th/20th S i 20 R %0
3 0 3 ) 53 1 53 »
. ---—Mls.j___,_._._. — ....A_._?:....._..._-,ZL‘..... — _.,.2.‘....,4 ‘4&_».‘.”_.,-_.1,, _,.........Jl = ko._.d_&..‘..l'_._; ‘0 : . % : %%
| 21at/eond 2.4 381 NI 2 1 38 4 3 75
; [23rd L 26 | 5 28 5 KLY T » A 150
. 101 6ol 51 o5 1 9 1] 25 i [ 35 A
 2ith/25th 21 oAl 1 T BT I S A
28 s s . z« Nt = —aAam—e - 4 . - —na 1 0. o rtncirnge - P I 10
-0 SO S S IS0 (SR ST SR S S S L N R S T
,~~‘_§7§M28th‘ e ‘i ““.‘[h -i-——J—-j-gj_.-__,-l__‘r__ 2_6‘__-_..—_ ; f. ] ) _ 34 : ——- +- h‘_,_’7»_‘ . _:
o & S S T SETE S ST U SR - 1 - 11
Ao 1% 2050 2T T I DU W S S A i -
3oth/3lst ) 1 307 soT™ "1 ¢! r~r—t-~tstsst- t-t—+ +-o
- l i - "fﬂ.ﬂa
_TOTAL FGR MONTH 56 {153, ) 69 116701 9 | 50 1 {303 | 37 | 861 ¥ T e T 18
R b ,
o _ Pr - .
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b...DIX B
SUIMARY ui A.Ti.IERY MISSIONS FOR THE MONTH OF UECSMBER 1944 ASSAULT PLATUON
TOTAL c/B HARASSING }mclsmnonf MORTARS | DESTRUCTION | PERSONNEL | PROPAGANDA | VEMIGIES TOTAL
Mission Rds | Missiod,Rds [Mission [Rds |Mission} Rds {Mission! Rds |Mission| Rds | Mission| Rds Missio%i Rds | Mission Rds
1st/2nd : 112 ¢ . i 1 L 2
2nd /3rd 1 19 1 19 - 21 38
3rd/4ith 1 18 ¥ : 1 -2
ZTh/5%h r ; ; :
5th/Gth ; 11 37 * 4 1 !
6th/7th 3§ 27 3 274
7R/t , 51 8 1 2 108
i 8th/9th ] 1 18 | 18
9th10th 1 -
10th, 11th 1 2 S R B W T 1§ 3, 1 1 150 L | 246
~ = 11tn/istn [ i ,~__ 11 8 1 N
12t/ 2tn 2 2Ly 25 L 4CO § ; 12 521 |
13th/ v th 4_____“ T ‘ _. |
5tT. L 1601 y ; 4§ 160 ]
T5th /LGt 1 | £l -1 122 2 T 5 T i 89
16th/17th 2 132 i '; - 2
m31h ; * _38 L-qluﬂz e E—r—o
18th/1Gth R B!
19th/2Cth 1 "2 ] i } 1 [ 13 2 26
20th/21s51 1 ﬁs?___‘l_ §-44 H j | R 2 .1.330
21st/22nd S S . i 1 80 T 60
. 2208 297 O ISR M N T Y3 SN 51 : i S ¥ 51 16
S L LY 7 SN SN SR T T SRR SR SN S 10 * — S
- 24th/25tk e ; k ' 1 40 1 0
| 2s5th/bth ! LR T N 1 | 30 11 30 2 60
. __26thfreh_ & 1 15 A DI b Y 2 30
. _27th/28th N A T ST R ~ 1 ] 3 20
- -%Sth/f,a%h%-, R R e,: R S ] 1 T S S D D T O
o R9th30th 4 2 % 36fp ) i N 1 FA DS | 3 &%}
: i At SRR —f N - -
| e 30EE _ . : . 1 70" 2 79
; i mjo_h/j-l:si.‘.u_m f-* .—~_.4;‘»- - —v—g - i' R ! —-\!p-—g- — posere - e d r——v'~—-*-‘~~-}-————- --4—» ; - - ———k
: P — Y J— R &4 - i " _._-_,.1_-_.#._ g
TOTAL FOR MONTH 18 Teet ! 19 Vsg9d 15 W o3 3838 5 fief o9 jeggl 2 271 M Jr21s

«
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AFFLADIX ©
SUPURY ur .LriLLsRY MISSIONS FOR THE MONTE ¥ T™OTITER 1044 | MORTAR rL.ICON

.y e

DATE c/B [HARA.:SI’\I" REGISTRATION MDRTARS DESTRUCTION PERSONNEL PROPAGANDA i VEHICLES TOTAL

e -t e we - e - s ceree ol v e e . em— [ DR . R ——- e L....._..‘._A-q--.. —— o Ao . m—

{Mission Rds |Mission Rds | Mission] Rds| Missior Rds Mission +Rds J#Mission FRds 4Mission| Rds }.ﬁiﬁ?@n Rds Mission Rds

r RCNEPRRF R et i e ot

1st/2nd , . SR AN VRN S S I DO S S
2nd fard . ] T - — L f -
3rd/4th 1 ] N ISR S
4th/5th S ]3] oAb L1 30

.Zthf:th R I d
_6th/Tth R 1 _ I
¥ uth/eth ~ R N Y AU SR B N SRS DR N

&th/9th
| 9th/10th . N e — el

10th/11th ' - ' ' S
llthél_a‘_o_hh_,- . , R .- " ]

——ann ———— e i e e e

3th ____..__-__.{}__. - EDINNENI SUNUE WIS WP SRS B i SRR TR . . “.‘"4{-,._ AU RN U IR S

Bth/léth TPV VIR SRS S e, — JEUUEUUUNS SUSNPRET SIS St ".i:.:‘:.':""'~-~~~=‘u»~.-.»,— o
e 15:‘2212 f{, SRS SRR D IORUUTNN MU NN SN N—— e :
i:l6ﬂ;/l Ta | o | T YT U Y T

17th/18th + -
18th/19th

20th/231st.
21at./22nd e D o 3

o T [ ! i '
_ 23rd 24 th | __srv i N
2Zth/25th | SN U SO DA A S .| . =
: 2hth J27th T A |
1 277th/e8th K o - , ' A
28th/29th K e e | -
29th /304 0 T T T N R — 1
30th/31st _ — - I

AR S J S B
T9th/30th * - v — t _ v
|

-

“TOTAL FOR MONTH I~ T35 : R U
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SUMMARY OF ACTION, COMPANY "CM
(jﬁTTﬁKTﬁEN{TﬁEﬁﬁﬁE’?ﬁWjﬁﬁiEHED2
751ST TANK BATTALION
1 -3LD ER

Company "C", with one (1) platoon, Company 'DW attaciied, was under
the direct control of TF 92 throughout the period. (n 2 December, the
company was subattached to TF Walker, to support the troops of the 3rd
Battalion, 371st Infantry Regiment. The following day, the 1st platoon
noved from the company CP to a new position in the vicinity of 905938,
closing in at 032000A. The tanks! role consisted solely in firing direct
and harassing fire from selected positions on enemy positions and targets
of opportunity. On 6 December, the 2nd Platoon moved from the company CP
to firing positions in the area 94095L. The 3rd platoon left its firing
position at Querceta (9559L8) and moved to the company CP 932923, Ef-
fective 1124004, the 2nd platoon was detached from TF Walker and attached
to the 371st Infantry Regiment, and subsequently sub-attached to that
regiment's 2nd battalion. No change was made in the platoon's positionyg
During the period, 13 - 1l Decermber, the company (less 2nd platoon) was
attached to the 1st Battalion, 366th Infantry Regiment. At 1417504, an
cxcessive amount of enemy movement vas reported in the vicinity of 930959,
A relief was believed to be in progress and the area was taken under fire.
The sector in which the company operated under the 1st Battalion, 366th
Infantry Regiment was placed under control of the 366th Irfantiy: Rogiment
on 16 December, at which time Company "C" reverted from attachment to the
1st Battalion to attachment to the regirent. At 1817004, the 3rd platoon,
Company "C" and the 3rd platoon, Company "D" were divided into scctions
and sent into forward positions. Three medium tanks from Company "CM and
two light tanks from Company "D" moved to SLUSLT; three light tanks and
two mediums took positions at 921938. There was no activity until 23
December when the company CP moved from 932923 to Pietrasanta (978921).
At the same time, the company's 3rd platoon moved to 922978, and Company
"D's" platoon to 968009. One platoon of light tanks from the 758th Tank
Battalion was attached to Company "CY for operatiemal control at 2510004,
With the exception of a move made by the 1st and 3rd platoons to Pozzi
(9669L8) on 27 Decerber, there was no further action durinz 7o vonainder
of the period,

Appendix wD#




APO #u6L
Us S. ARMY

6 February 1945
SUBJECT: Report of Action Against the Enemy for the month of January,
TO

The aAdjutant General, Washington #, D. C., U, S. Army.
THRU  : Commanding General, Fifth Army, APO #bl, U, S. Army.

1. In compliance with par. 10, AR 345-105, as amended by Changes
#1, dated 9 Iarch 1943, the following report of action against the enemy
for the month of January is submitted:

Map Reference: Italy - (1{50,000) Sheet 97 I, II; 98 ITI, 1V
0L 1, 1V,
(1/25,000) Sheet 97 I SE, II NE; 98 IIT
NW, IV sw; 104 I NW, IV NE.

SECTION I - OPERATIONS
Summary of operations for the period
1l - 31 January

l. Throughout the period the battalion operated in-a defense role,
therefore, most of the activity engaged in by the battalion consisted
merely of reliefs of elements within companies. Company "A" continued
its artillery mission, but moved 1ts CP and FDC from 636140 to S31141 at
011030i. (n 3 January, the lst platoon of Company M"A" was relieved from
its mission of infantry support in Vidieiatico (499139) and reverted to
an artillery role under company control in positions at §981L7. on 13
January, two (2) tanks from the 3rd platoon moved into new artillery posi-
tions at 626154 and, after completing registration, were joined by the
Platoon's three (3) remaining tanks on 1l January.

2+ At the opening of the period, Company "B" wag called on to re-
lieve the 1st platoon of Company A" in its position at Vidiciatico
(L99139), but due to the frozen roads, was unable to do so immediately,
It was necessary to make ad justments by r eplacing steel chevron tracks
with rubber chevron tracks and grousers. When this was completed, the 3rd
platoon effected its relief of Company tjtgn platoon at 0319304, ldjust-
ment of tracks continued in the 1st and 2nd platoons of Company WB" in
order that reliefs could be effected in the future., 1t 1020004, the com-
pany's 2nd platoon relieved the 3rd platoon in position, and the 3rd
Platoon returned to the Company CP in Lizzano (517128)s The 2nd platoon
was relieved in turn by the 1st platoon at 1718004, and the 1st platoon
by the 3rd platoon on 25 January, On 22 January, while the 1st platoon
was in position in Vidiciatico, and again on 26 January, when the 3rd
Platoon was there, two (2) tanks from the Platoon moved to the vicinity

-l-

il e e
W “~ “CONFIDENTI R




R Es
R

Report of Action for month of Jan, Conttd. ol

of 492141 to relieve two (2) ID's of the 894 TD Battalion in direct firing
positions. On 31 January, while the tanks of the 3rd platoon were in
direct firing positions. On 31 January, while the tanks of the 3rd platoon
were in dircct firing positions, they rendered very cffcoctive fire against
enemy machinc gun nests that had pinned down a friendly patrol. Both
¢nemy positions were silenced.

3. Company "C", with the 3rd platoon, Company "D", remained at-
tached to the 92nd Infantry Division through the entire period, and sub-
attached to the 371st Infantry Regiment. All three (3) tank platoons of
Company “C" were in positions in the vicinity of Pozzi (9679LL) and the
light tank platoon of Company "D" at Ruosina (009969). Activity consisted
mainly of direct fire on enemy installations, which had a very good effcct.
On 12 January, the 1lst platoon was moved to the Company CP for maintenance
purposes, and on 1l January, the 2nd platoon took artillery positions at
U963922, leaving only the 3rd platoon in a forward positions The 2nd
platoon was reclieved of its artillery mission on 22 January by the 1lst
platoon, and was then Placed in regimental reserve, On 29 January, the
3rd platoon moved its forward position over to the 2nd platoon at 19004 and
assumed the mission of regimental reserve. This situation continued until
31 January, when the company and the platoon of Company "D" were relieved
from attachment to 92nd Infantry Division and returned to battalion con-
trol. As the period closed, the compsry was in process of moving to join
the battalion in the vicinity of Roreetts (5812).

Le Company "D", less the 3rd platoon attached to TF 92, was in
support of infantry troops throughout the period, initially of the 900th
AAA Battalion and then of the 86th Mountain Regiment when the sector changed
command., At all times, either the 1st or 2nd platoon was in a forward
position, establishing outposts with one tank section at 51416k and the
other at 50L41L8. The 1lst platoon was in the forward positions at the open~
ing of the peried, but was relieved by the 2nd platoon on 6 January. Re-
liefs were again effected on 12 January, 20 January and 27 January, re-
sulting in the lst platoon's being on outpost duty from 27 January till
the end of the period, and the 2nd platoon's remaining in the vicinity of
the Company CP (506136). 4t 3119354, the 2nd platoon moved to Gaggio
Montano (552168) to relieve tanks of the 13th Tank Battalion. On 31
January, the 3rd platoon was relcased from attachment to TF 92 and re-
turned to battalion control. At the end of the period, the platoon was
moving to join its parent organization.

5¢ The Mortar Platoon was prepared to support forward infantry
clements from its positions near Vidieciatieo (499139) but was not called
upon to do so. The Assault Platoon continued in the artillery role, firing
both harassing and observed missions,

-2 -
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6. In the vicinity of Vidiciatico (5013) the 751st Tank Battalion
has an ideal direct-firing position (L931L0), which is capable of accom=
modating two tanks., In this position the tanks can cover, with direct
fire, the ridge from 465140 to 490172, and the draw from 490172 to Mt.
Belvedere (523177). The platoon leader has an observation post near the
position, and any movement observed is immediately taken under fire. In-
dividuals are sniped upon, sometimes getting direct hits with air bursts.
In this manner, many casualties are inflicted on the enemy. A daily re-
lief of the tanks gives all the personnel in this sector an opportunity
to keep their gunners-eye in trim,

Appendix "A' - Summary of firing missions, Tank Platoons
Appendix "B" - Summary of firing missions, Assault Platoon

SECTION II - INTELLIGENCE
Summary of Enemy Operations
1 = 31 January

ls The enemy situation remained stable throughout the periode The
patrolling activity that so sharply increased during the previous month
continued on the same determined scales In spite of civilian reports to
the contrary, there was no indication that the eneryy had any intention of
withdrawing from his present positions except under extreme pressure.

2% With the exception of normal reliefs » there was no movement or
shifting of enemy troops noticed in this unit's immediate sector. The
frozen condition of the roads made it almost impossible for the enemy to
effect any sudden thrust with armorcd support. He mointained his defensive
positions, content to actively horass our supply routes and rear instal-
lations with artillery, and to repecl our patrols probing into his forward
positions.

SECTION IITI - SIGNAL
l, General:
Communication during the month was by radio, wire, and messenger.
2. Radio:

Because of the static condition of the unit throughout the
period, radio communication was at a minimum. A radio net was maintained
only as an emergency means of communication. All stations reported in
periodically. During heavy snowstorms, atmospheric conditions ecreated
excessive static noises, causing very poor reception for all stations.
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3. Wire:

The primary means of communication for the period was by wire,
Extensive wire nets have becn installed, Because of heavy snowfall and
the lack of wire maintenance personnel ond equipment, much time was re-
quired to trace and repair broken or shorted lines. In spite of diffi-
culties encountered, good communication was maintained.

L. Messcnger:

Runs to higher headquarters and to all companies were made twice
daily. Inclement weather and hazardous road conditions caused some diffi-
culty in maintaining a constant schedule, but all runs were completed as
expeditiously as possible. Results have been very satisfactory.

5. Miscellancous:

An experimont with the speakers of two receivers, BC-603, is
being conducted in an MUA3 tank w/76mm guns The experiment is to deter-
mine the feasibility of installing a piece of oiled silk in front of each
speaker to absorb concussion waves created by firing the 76mm gun. This,
in turn, should reduce the number of spcakers being blown loose from the
base of the cone. Results of experiment are yet unknown,

SECTION IV - SUPPLY
l. General:

During the period 1 - 31 January 19L5, this battalion was on the
line and the supply of 2ll classes continued to be generally goods The
organization still has five (5) trucks, 23-ton, 6x6, lwb, on DS. Having
these trucks on continued DS, together with several trucks in the Ordnance
for repair, make the transporting and maintenance of supplies within the
battalion difficult.

2. Rations:

The rations used during this period were the "B" type and the
10 in 1 ration. It wzs necessary to draw an extra ration a day for each
light tank crew using 10 in 1 rations. The reason for this is that it
is impossible to break down to a four-man tank crew four-tenths of a 10 in 1
ration while it can easily be broken down in half.

3« Clothing:

. The supply of all clothing during this period has been cxception-
ally goods The winter clothing issued last month has proven very useful,
and so far has met with approval of 3ll the men. The bag, mountain sleep-
ing is especially praiscd. It is still felt, however, that the best type
of winter clothimg for a tank battalion is the combat suit because of its
durability and warmth,

B
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e Gos, 0il, and Ammunition:

The supply of gas, oil, and ammunition has been ample and readily
available during the period,

5. QOrdnance:

Vehicle replacements, with the single exception of trucks, %—ton,
have been availables More tires and tubes have been received, but certain
vehicular spare parts and equipment have not been available., Certain tools
have also becen unobtainable,

6+ Battle Losses:
de (rdnance:

3 - Guns, sube mache, cal.el5, M1
1 ~ Gun, mach., calee50, HB, M2, flex,

Signal:

3 - Flashlights, TL-122-A

CWS:

2 - Masks, gns, service, lightweight
SECTION V - MLINTENANCE (MOTGCR)

1, During the month of January there was a decrease in second and
third echelon maintenance on tracked vehicles. This can be credited
largely to the stable situation in which the battalion operateds Three
cases of improper acccleration were experienced on the MLA3 tanks. These
tanks were immediately evacuated to fourth echelon maintenance for repairs.

2+ The presence of snow and ice made the use of grousers necessary.
Since grousers could not be used with the steel chevron track, it became
nceessary to exchange all steel tracks for rubber chevron trackse The ex-
change has been completed with the exception of five tanks.

3¢ In increase of second and third echelon maintcnance on half-
tracks and wheeled vchicles has bcen noticed. This increase is largely
due to the unfavorable conditions under which the vehicles are being
operated and the length of service that these vehicles have seen,
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SECTION VI ~ PERSONNEL
Lwards:

Legion of Merit

DILL, RICH:RD H. cwWo W2 109 159
Bronze Star

MADDEN, C. J. Mejor 0 250 761
Gracely, Robert W, M/Sgt. 35 018 018
Erickson, Robert T. St Sgt 36 048 338
Fogle, Howard J. St Sgt 35 018 023
Williams, John W. Cpl. 3L 169 874
Yohn, Manro Cpl. 33 554 233

Purple Heart

Daniel, Benjamin E, Pvt. 35 201 656

Commendation

Service Co.

CO, 751st Tank Bn,
Service Co,
Company "B
Company hB"
Company "B"
Company "A"

Hge Coe.

Commendation to fAssault Gun Platoon, 751st Tank Battalion, from
Commanding General, IV Corps.

Casualty Iist:
None
None

Wel.le (Hospitalized)

Dalpiaz, Albesrt j. Techn 5th gr 33 505 283 Co "C" 11 Jan 1945
Daniel, Benjamin E. Pvt. 35 201 656 Hq Co 9 Jan 1945
Morris, Jemes V. Jr. Pvt. 19 139 237 Co “C" 23 Dec 194

W.I... (Not Hospitalized)

Chebiniak, Frank 8t 32 100 711 (o ngn

Jan 1945

b
Morris, James V. Jr. Pvt. 19 139 237 Co "C" 2 Jan 1915

Note: Sgt. James T. Bmigh reported as WIA (Hospitalized) on
Decemter 194k report died of wounds on 13 January 1945,

I.Is5ia (Hospitalized and Not Hospitalized)

T . < Nonee
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3. Comments:

ae Receipt of rotation replacements has been prompt, but the
general caliber of the replacements has been poor. In most cases, however,
the replacements have been successfully absorbed.

(1) This unit has rotated four tank platoon sergeants. To
date, three rotation replacements in this category heve been received. In
every instance, the replacement has been incompetent. Two of the replace-
ments were infantry platoon sergeants with no comprehension of the capabili-
ties of a tank and equally ignorant of tank tactics. The remaining replace-~
ment is a trained artillcryman with three week's incffeetive armored force
tra.ining .

(2) It is needless to dwell upon the cbility and integrity
incumbent upon a tank platoon sergeant. Incompetency in this position
Jeopardizes lives and valuable equipment. The inevitable reduction of
these replacements effects an undue hardship upon the non-commissioned
officer concerned.

(3) It is recommended that thorough and profound considera-
tion be exercised in respect to the selection of replacements of tonk
platoon sergeants.

b. It is interesting to note that in computing the adjectival
rating on WD 4AGO Form #7, on officer may obtain the rating of excellent
or better, though twe or more pertinent characteristics are unknown. This
fact appcars to indicate a falluey in the basis for computing the adjectival
rating as specified in the subject form,

SECTICON VII - COMMENTS

l. This battalion has devised a system whereby tanks can engage
direct fire targets at night, computing adjustments from data derived from
observed fire during the day. Night firing positions are selected, marked
by stakes, and prepared to be occupied at any time. In this manner, the
gun may be sighted regardless of visibility. Accurate results may be ob-
tained by this system,

2¢ If no firing data has been computed for direct fire at night,
splendid results can be achieved by briefly illuminating the target with
artificial moonlight,

3s By occupying strategic firing positions, tank crews have had the
opportunity of perfecting their gunnery by sniping at enemy personnel,
Positions are occupied before daylight and withdrawal made after dark.
After a few registration rounds, the crews wait patiently to greet an un-
suspecting enemy with air bursts,.
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Lo A1l tank crews are being taught to probe for mines. They are in-
structed to check for booby traps and, using the protection of a tank, to
pull the mine by means of a 950-foot wire, In the absence of engineers,
the tank crews will be capable of clearing mine fields if required to do so,

5. 1In anticipation of offensive operations, all officers and per-
sonnel are studying cnemy strength, positions, and terrain so as to be
prepared to exploit fully any enemy withdrawal. Sand tables, maps, aerial
photos, and ground reconnaissance are widely used.

C P et

3
Major, 751st Tk Bn,
Commanding
5 Incls.
Incle #l-Maps (Italy, 1/50,000) 3heet
97 I, II; 98 III, IV; %04 I, IV.
Incls #2-Maps (Italy, 1/25,000) Sheet
97 I SE, II NE; 98 III NW, IV SW; 10L I NW, IV NE.
Incl. #3-Overlay - Position of Elements as of 1 Jan 1945, .
Incls #li-Overlay - Position of Elements as of 31 Jan 1945,
Incl. #5-Unit Journal and File.
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HEADQUARTERS
1ST TLNK BATTALION
APO #,6L
U. S. ARLY

9 March 1945
SU3JECT: keport of Action Azainst the Enemy for the menth of February.
TO : The Adjutant General, 7ashinston #25, C. C., U. S. Army.
TARU ¢ Commanding General, Fifth irmy, APO #46lL, U. S. Army.

le In compliance with par. 10, AR 34,5~105, as amended by Chances
#1, dated 9 l.arch 1243, the LUllCHlF* report of action against the enemwy
for the month of February is suonltted

Fap Reference: Italy - (1/50,000) Sheet 97 I, II; 98 iII, IV.
1/25,000) Sheet 97 I SE, II N&; Qu 11T
I\’ I’ I‘/ 5”‘-

SECTION I - CPERATICNS
Summary of operations for the period
1l - 28 February

February merked the resumption of offensive activity in this batta-
lion's imuediate sector: however, the early part of the period was Spent

larcely in effecting noroal reliefs within companies and in consolidating
the pattalion's ;trHY“LP Tor attacks to come. During the first two days
of the perird, Company "GOY, with one platoon of Company '"D", moved from

the positicns it ”fcu“leﬂ in support of the 92nd Infantry D1v1u10n on the
coastal zlain and joined the battalion in the vicinit ty of Porretta - 5812.
Fer the first tice in several months, all elements of the battalion vere

torether and the unit was coplete.

At the beginuing of the periocd, the positions of elements were as
follows: Headquarters Gompany, CP - 53116, Liortar Platoon - 502138,
quﬁult Platoon - 607162; Company "AM, CP - 648199, st Platoon - 598147,
¢nd Flatoon - 613154, 3rd Platocn - 627156; Company "B", CP - 517129, 1st
Platoon -~ 517129, 2nd Platoon - 1199139, 3rd Platoon - 517129; Company MU
wj; in the process of movinz from the coast to Porretta; Company "D, o0 -~
506136, 1st Platoon - 51&163 and 5CL1L8, 2nd Platoon - 552167, 3rd Pldtnor -
m0136, Service Company - 58711L. From these positions, tanks of tie unit
were in defensive posts to supoort the infantry of the 10th llountain Divi-
sicn and the 1st Infantry Division, BEF in the event of counterattack.
Cne platocn of Company "AM was in an artillery role under the direction
of L2 Fk Group, and so was the Assault Platocn of Headquarters Company.,

Thie first movement of the period occurred on 1 February vhen"Cqmpany
A Yellpzﬁd @ company of' the 13th Tank 3attalion in its positions at
rleq - ¢4037%.  The 1st Platoon went into position at 622192 2, the 2nd at
ELE190, and the 3rd at €58202. These positions were all in the vicinity
ER T - 1 - ts
ot i o :

CCCONFIDENTIAL



http:r~c'r:\:~i::.ny

gy e =y

Report of Action for menth of Febé Cont 'd.

Hirhway #6L and were selected because they offered advantaveous fields of
fire. In this manner, any threat of armor approaching the BEF sector cculd
be easily repulsed. All reliefs were completed by 011500A. During the
afterncon, Ccmpany "C!" relieved cther elements of the 13th Tank 3attalion,
with the 3rd Platoon at 559161 and ocne section of the 2nd Platoon at 58418).
The sompainy CF, wita 1st Platcon and cne section of the 2nd Platoon, re-
rained in 5illa - 5351L1. Cne secticn of the 3rd Platoon, Company "D
closed into the vicinity of the company CP at 506136 at 0121C0A, but the
rewaining section did not join it until after dark, 2 February. This is
the platoon that had been in the coastal sector, separated from its parent
unit, and this novement placed it under the control of the Commanding
Officer, Company "C" once again.e

From this time until 18 February, when the attack against 1't. Belve-
dere was initiated, only reliefs of platoons within companies took place.
Company "B" relieved its 2nd Platoon at 499193 with the 1lst Platocn at
0718L54, and the 2nd Platoon returned to the company area, in the vicinity
of 517129, ‘ihile the 1lst Platoon was in this position, it fired in support
of an infantry raid on an enemy strongpeint at 500148, effected by the 10th
Kountain Division.‘EThis platoon was, in turn, relieved by the 3rd Platccn
at 1418154, At 1000 54, the 1st Platoon, Company '"DU was relieved by the
3rd Platoon in its positions at 51L163 and 50L1L3. The 1ls* Platocn re-

tarned to the company area - 508163 - at 100600A. lielief of the 3rd Platoon

by the lst Platcon, in the same rositions, was effected at 17051%5A. The
Lssault Platoon was placed under the operational control of the 21,8 FA
dattalion, effective 1613004, per VOCO 424 FA Group, but did not change
positions At 1617004, *-e L ortar Platoon moved into a new area in the
vicinity of SL311€.

'DY Day for the attack arainst the Mt. 3elvedere - lMt. della Torra-
ccia Ridge was set for 19 February, but the big plan in which this batta-
lion participated was put into effect on 18 February, or 'D'-=1. The pre-—
lininary nortion of the main attack was made avainst the Pizzo di Carmpiano-
I te Serrasizcia Ridge in order both to unbalance the enemy's defenses and
to -ain the aizh sround for observation durinz the attack against Delve-
dere itself.

Troops of the 13th liountain Division, in conjuncticn with 3razilian
forces of the 1st Infantry Division, BEF, carried tarouzh the princirel
offensive, but the aztion cn 'D'-1 was exclusively the work of the &cth
lountain Reriment, 1Cth Lountain Division. Threoushout both perincs, all
armor supporting the infantry was under the direct comuaand of Headguarters
751st Tank 3attalion.

Cn 'D'-1, one nlatoon of medium tanks with 76-mm ‘uns, plus one
plateon of Tank Destroyers from Company "A", 70lst TD 3attalion, formed
fire support for infantry troops assaulting the Mt. l'ancinello-Pizzo di
Campiaro area. Tanks were in positions at LL82142, IL73138, and I1L71133;
the Tnnk Destroyers at IL931L1 and LLB8152. At the completion of this mis-—
sion, the platoon of Tank Destroyers remained in that area, but the
platoon of tanks returned to the control of its parent company {(Cempany
"B, 751st Tank Battelion), prevaratory to supporting the infantry attack
scheduled the next merning anainst 1t. Relvedere.

s =2 S,
Ry -
CMCONFIDENTIAL S

— e e mm e e e . — . e om

)
S



http:3err::::.si
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In addition tc the entire battalion strenzth of tanks, Company M"aM,
721lst TD 3attalion was attached tc this neadquarters to be used as a sup-
nlement to the suprorting role the tanks were to assume. For the action
to e opened on D' Day, all tie arwor was brolen down into five (5) dif-
ferent forces, each of vhich vwas to Le emplored in a4 different sector of
tae front and in support of different infantry elements. The 'Froman
orce’, under toe command of 1st Lb. Floyd K. Froman, Company "3", 751st
ank 3attalion, censisted of two (2) nlatoons of medium tanks frem Company
3 rnd cne pflatoon of li~ht tanks from Company "D", 751lst Tank 3attalion.
» force wns to support the attack of the 87th Mountain le~inent in such
manier as to permit one platoon of mediums and the platoon of lizhts to
be used in Tiring on the . Floric (L50517L), C. Valle (1502178), Dolla
(L508176) line, wvhile the cther nlatcon of mediums was held in recerve, 4o
Do used when the infantry moved intc Valpiana (L518183). This reserve
rlatoon of medium tanls was the same platoon that had supvorted the uszezult
n Plzzo di Campisno and it had moved te positions in the vicinity
L7114 - L7217 toprepare for its new mission. At the same time, the
srd Platoon, Cempany "3" had moved into firing positions at L508166, from
nere sufficient fields of fire could be obtained to provide adequate sup-
port to the advancing infantry. The lst Platoon, Company "D", 751st Tarnk
Guttzalion, the platoon of lizht tanl's atbtached to the Froman Force, was
stationed in the vicinity of fuerciola (1512162) te sct as outpost until
sucn time as the attack moved threush it.
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The second force, under 1lst Lt. Thomas J. Lurphy of Cempany '"D",
was composed cf the 24 [N-toon of ~medium tanks from Ccmpany "3" and the
Jrd Platoon of licht ten's of Coroany "D", supnorting the attack of the
05th lLountain Resiment in its adv:nce across the hi~zh ground from Mt.
Belvedere (L523177) to L. della Terraccia (1558203). These platoons as-
semdled in the vicinity of fQuerciols, but moved with the advance of the
infantry to L52017C as prosress was made toward the rpeak of lit. 3elvedere

en the first day of the attack.

A third force, consisting of the lst ard 3rd Platcens, Company MO,
751st Tank 3attalion, and the 2d Flatocn, Company "D", commanded by Cant.
Llan R, Guvtridge, was placed in sunport of the 86th liountain keviment,
Lo fire upon crder of this battalion headquarters on positions alons the
Iite Belvedere - Lit, Castello ridee. The 1st Platoon hed firing positions
at L565158, the 3rd Platoon at 1518167, and the 24 Platoon, Company "D
t LEL618..

—

The feurth snd fifth forces were both under the overational controel
apt. Lec F. leville, Company "A", but the fourth was commanded directly
Capt. Ira P. Harrington of this battalion and was comprised of the 24
oon of Zompany MO" and one plateon of TD's from the 701st D Battalicn.
fT1e mission of this ~roup was to surport the attack of the 1st Infantry
Divisicn, BIF agsinst Iit. Castello (L567192) from firing positions at
Porbiana (ISBY182). The fifth ferce was made up of the three platcens of
taniis of Company MA", with the same mission as the fourth ~roup, but
Tirins from Riola (L650198).
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411 assanlt cuns of the battalion, formed into a sin-le platoon, com-
rmended by lst Lt. Joseph . Longwel, vere utilized in an artillery role

<t LO111ET under the direction of L2l FA Grous. The lortar Platoon Was
not emnloved as a uanit.

such were the nesitions of 2ll units assicned and attached to this
tettalion al 'Sl-hour 'S'-dey, 19 February 1215,

4s the attock advanced in the left secter, the 3rd Flatoon, Comoany
"B an! the lst rlatoon, Company "DM were not called upon to move from
their srevicusly selected supperting vositions. However, on 20 rebr. ary,
the lst Platoon, Company "3" -gs reguired to move tareoush Corona tcward
Jrloiana (1519183%) in order t5 rsinforce the infantry troops occupring tie
intter town. 1In process of meking this move, the platoon encountered es—
tensive mine fields in the vicinity of Corona. Thouth such a situnticn
2d been contemploted and sweepllw by encincers had been eflected Provious
to the tanks' advrnce, it proved impossible to detect and remove =11 +ie
mines.  The result was that two *an's from the lst Platoen were damared.
Vren the rozd had been sufficiently swept fer tho tanks to continue theip
advence, the platoen proceeded to Velpiana, occupied pood defonsive Posi~
tions, and assisted the infantry in consolidatine the newly-won ~“round,

b

To the immediate right of thig sector, the Murpry Force had been re-
duced to one platcon of medivm tanis, the 2nd Platoon of Company "B". The
srd Platoon of Gemorny "D, oritinally a part of *his group, was trans-
fered to the centrol of ihe Juttridee Force on 20 February and moved to
the vieinity of Grg-ic jomiano (I551167).  The same change was made in the
status of the 15t Platocn, Company "DM" when it was removed from the con-
trol of the fromrn Force, aftor the attaclk had been mounted.

45 the Zd Flatoon of Company "3" moved up the slopes of It. Belvedere,
1Ys prooress was seriously hampered by ~inss, even more thickly w»lanted
thon those found in the vicinity of Corona. The platcon leuder's tank
vas totelly destroyed, but the olatoon succeeded in zaining the top of
the mountain =nd went into position ecast of the peak at 2122Q04, at Heints
im ediately bohind infantry front-line posts.

As the DOth lLicuntain Resiment prosressed in its atbacl: acress the
ridoe from Lt. Jlvedere toward . t. Castello, the Guttridze Force was
ordered to move from its orizinel firing positicns to Caporela di Ronchilos
(L5Lu13E). Tt wns Necessary that extensive work be done by envincers of
the 10th lountain DPivision, but with their aid, the vehicles succeeded
in fulfillin~ o seeminzly hopeless mission. Contact was made with the in-
fantry in its advance and the tanls were able to reinforce the forvard
Positions against irevitable counterattacks,

-l -
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Forces Harrinston and lcville olayed 1o part in the initisl ste es of
the attack., The 1lst Infantry Division, 3EF did not inauzurate its advance
until the American units had recched Hill 1053 (L5L45189).  Then voth these
srouns of armer vere rrenared to lay defensive fires in case of counter--
attacii and to envaze tarzets of oprortunity upon call or cbservation.

Wien the 3razilisn trcops had occunied Lit. Castello, the 2d Platoon, GComn-
peny "CY moved from its firing Hosition in Bombicna to Abctaia (I577190)

to act as a roadblock a<nirst possible counterattack., In so doinz, one
tank struck a mine and was partially dama~ed. In sunsequent action avainst
thoir positions, the tanbers of this Platoon were credited with taking six
(5) oriscners.

At the conclusion of this action, the unit's tanks were displaced cs
ollows: Company M"AM, 1lst Platoon - 622192, 2nd Platoon - 654190, 3rd
Platoon - 65°202; Company M3%, 1st Platoon — 51917L4, 2nd Platoon - 526177,
Jrd Platoon - 5001663 Company "o, lst Platoon - 54313L, 2nd Platoon -
517190, 3rd Platoon - 543185 the tanks of Cormpany "D" were disperscd in
the arez between 537179 and 54318k, held as a reserve., frrom the nositicns
aeld by the tanks of Company "C" atop 1it. Belvedere, they fired on, and
were cradited with destroying two cnemy tonks, one at 51819), and the othor
at 519197. After o1l newly-7ained positions had baen consolidated; the
veiicles in cood firing vositions began a pro~ram of horassing fire at tar-
2ets consisting of personnel, suspicious houses, Crossrozds, and suspected
CP's.

The taldng cr the 4. 3 lvedere - iit. Castellc Ridge opencd the way
for further :dvirce in . ricnt odert of the sector. 3fith deadguarters,
751st Tonk Bett-lion in com cnd, a sevarate task force, consisting of
Company "4&M, 76045 Tank s ttelion, Compeonies "3M and "Ch, 701 TD Batta-
lion, and Compeny "D, 126 Fngineer 3attalion was fermed to supnort an
attack to be snde by the 86th and 87th Mountain Reziments cf the 10th
bourtain Division on 1 Liarch 1945, ‘hen this force was created, Componiass
"3k, MOM less one platoon, and "D" reverted to the control of the Corri-rd-
ing Officer, 701st TD Battalion uitil such time as the operation vias cor-
oleted.  There was no change wade in the oritinal disposition of the t-riks.
Defensive positions were mointsined at the close of the month.

Aprendix MAM - Summnry of firing missions, Assault Platoon.

SECTION IT - IUTELLIGENCE
Summary of Enemy Onerations
1 - 28 February

The enery's positions at the beginning of the month, his activity in
reor arcas, nd his alert reaction to constant patrolling by our forces
hed net chanoed appreciably from their former statec. fith the high ground
still firmly in his hands and defensive positions occuried to the vary
st advntore, it was obvious that any attempt to advence on ocur part
would b met by immediate and determined oppositicn.

-5 -
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This is oxnctly what happened vhen Mt. 3elvedere was attacked on 19
February. Thou~h the troops of the 232 Infantry Division had becen in the
Jine for sevoral nonths, they nevertheless put up a sood defense. For-
tunetely, our cttecl was t1ade at @ tine thet coincided with g relief boing
effected o the Jerman forces., The 7hlst Regiment of the 114th Jaeger
Division hed been shifted to this sector from Lake Comocchio, near the
Adriotic, in order to relicve o regiment of the 232nd Division. he re~i-
mant hod been narching for aporozimately a weel and, instead of being able
to effect a normnl relicf upon its arrival, wrs committed immediatcly os
részrve.  The wmorsle of the troovs was low. Their sudden entry inte the
line without suffi-icnt oricntation, coupled with thc fact that ther were
venry and ill-fed, made them rother villing »srisoners. They werc second-
rate troops at bLuss - on chout tac seme lovel os those of the division they
vere relieving.  From them it oms learned that the other re~iment of their
uivision, the 721st, wns to lceve the line ot Comacciiio very sinortly and
follow them to this sector, and that the entirc division would soon opResr
nothe Fifth Army front.

Throughout the action, the chicf obstacles to advance proved to be
“lacse  In view of the fact that the enemy had had at  cost three months
to orevere his defensive positions, he hed orsenized his terrain thoroughly.
in the vieinity of Corons and Lits Belvedere, oox, teller, »nd Toff mines
“orc utilized with a diabolicel cleverness scldom before encountered by
this wit., 1In addizion, ~cross the hizh ground of the ridgc, anti-person-
n.l stnke rmines were prencred in such ~n intricate pattorn thot advances
Ly the infamtry wes Precticnlly impossible without constent rcsort to
brnsclore torredes ~rd o vop c¢ecelitions requisite to clearing a path of
adverces  In meny inst ress, thesc stake mines were found planted at inter—

vels o5 swcll s five foot. In the right sector - thnt is, around Abetein-
2 varintion of the Toff aine, composed vholly of pressed papicr-meche ~nd
7loss, with orly » small dlece of nctal usced as a detonsting fuse,

ret for the first time by this bottalion.

VAN

SECTION IITI -~ SIGNAL
le Genernl:

Communicection during the neried 1 Februery to 1 lMarceh 19L5 wrs
by radio, vire ond messenger.,

2e Rodio:

Redie communication auring the montin was satisfactory. 4 con-
tinucus F. not v-g nointeined Lotveen unit nondquarters and the compenics,
cnd between the companics and their pl-teoons. In one instonce, rodio
conmunic~tion botvieon deedquart.rs and one of the comprnics wns impos—
sinle bBeenuse of distance ~nd terrain features.

‘ichrnical frilures during the period were ot A minimum.  The
fouor £-ilures cncounted wre of o minor n-ture and quickly corrccted.
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3¢ Tire:

Vire communicotion wes mrinteined to higher hoodquarters ond to
~11 componics of this unit throughout the entire peried.  Numcrous line
brenks were cncountered and the lack of -Ars personncl made it impossible
to moke speedy repeir.  Redio cperators ond reprirmen vwere used to main-
trin the idres.

b llessenror s

Lessenger service was meinteined to higher headquarters ~nd to
cll comrrnics of this wnite Runs rere made tidce deily, ot scheduled
times, or ~s close to scheduled times ns circumstrnces permitted. Re-
sults viere very sotisfoctery.

~ -

e lidscellinncous:

During thc opcration ngrinst 2it. Bclvedere, communications
followed the routine proccdure writhin the battslion nct, but it wres im-
Lerotive that the verious groups of armor maint-in constrnt contect iith
the infantry troops they were supporting. This nccessitated the cmnloy-
rent of SCR's 300 in order thet -~ common frecquency micht be found botween
the infantry -nd the tonks. It h-s been only roicently thot tonk unitc
wiere cuthorized these SCR's 300, Previously, having only thc stand-rd
SCR 508, 528, or 536, tonk wniits —cro scriously hondicopped by a lack of
tonk-infontry communic-tiors. Even thouzh it has been impossible to ob-
t~in th. full quets of 377's 300 no suthorized the batt-lion, the few
with which th. t-nk comp nics hove boen cquipped have proved of incstimnble
velucs At such vimes ~s full issus is received, there will be o suffi-
cicnt number of scts to provide ssven for cach of the four linc ceomp nics.
£t prescnt, only helf that number is availsble.

SECTICN IV - SUPPLY

1. General:

During the piried 1 - 28 February 1945, this bett~lion wes on the
line ~nd the supply of ~11 cl-sscs continued to be generally good.  The
oris~mization still had five (5) Trucls, 2:-ton, 6x6, 1.b on DS, snd bnving
these trucks on continucd DS molcs transportation within the or-snizsticn
difficult,

It -rms nocessory to hove fiftaen (15) mules attoched to the
botirdion for the Hurtose of trensnorting armunition ~nd zaso0line to tenks
which were impossible to service with ~ny typc of vehicle this batt-lion
poszusces. However, this is fror from -~ satisfactory arrancoment duc to
tre linited rmount of mules ~veilnsle and the ~mount cf suppliecs n.:ded
in the positions.

— 7 -
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2« Roticns:

The rotions uscd durine, this neriod were the "3" type and the 10
in 1 retions. It wrs still nceessary to drave on oxtrs rotion per.day per
ench licht tonl crew using the 10 in 1 ration. The rerson {or this is
thnt 4t iv dmpossible to break dovn to a four (4t) mrn tonk erow four-
tenths of & 10 in 1 retion wailc it con cosily be broken dovm in helf.

3. Clothing:

The supply of 211 clothingduringy this period hes been cxesnb-
ion~1ly zocd, he vdnter clotiirgissued in Decembor lins proved te be vory
s~tisfoctory ~nd has mot ith the nonroval of £11 men of the oraonizotion,
Th. bng, slocping, nountnin is sxeentionelly ~ood. It is still folt, hov-
Cver, that the combat suit is th bost tyoe of wintcr clothing for o~ t-ri
bottolion, becruse of its dursbility, wormth, ctc.

Le Gos, 011, ond fowmnition:

The sumly of 7osoline, oil, ~nd armunition hos Loon rlontirul
L b bl &

e
ond resdily ~veilable during thc period.

5. Crdannce:

Vchiele repl-ocoments, including Trucks, 2-ton, lxlL, C&R hove been
avoiloble. 411 tircs rnd tubes tith the onc cxception of tubcs, 7.50-20
h~ve beoen avoilable, mul cortein vohicul-r S§pare ports ond equipment heve
not been aviileble.  Cordoin tools nove been unobtainnble.

6, Brttle Lossos:
Ordnrnces

- fun, sub-mnch., call.l5, ML
= Jateh, Tfrist, 15-jewcl.
- Binoculcors, M3

n~l:

- Rodio set, AY/VRC-3
R~dio sct, SCR-508
R~dio sct, SCR~-528
Telophone, ficld, Ez-8
flaghli~hts, TI-122
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SECTION V ~ LAT'TENAICE (MOTOR)

During February, there was o noted improvement in the standard of 1st
cnd 2nd echelon maintennnce throughout the battalion. Simultnneously,
therc wns ~ decrecsc in 3rd and Lth echelon maintenance requircd. Chonging
we~ther ~nd the subsequent relering of frozen conditions mede movement
much more frecile and lesscned considernbly dnmage due to unfavorable
rond conditions.

Replrcement of unservicenble and ncar-unscrvicenble vchicles was
good. Four (L) new 2%-ton trucks were received in cxchange for four ()
old oncs und ~ chonge of vehicles was mede in the Ncdiecal Detachment.

Two half-trncks werce turncd in for three (3) i-ton trucks and onc (1) 3/L-
ton truck.

Tenkt losscs duc to cnemy nction consisted of two (2) Mits and two (2)
1Lh43ts, 211 destroyed by mincs, but replacements were reccived in gooed timo
il

cnd the combot cfficicney of the battalion wns not cffccteds One (1) 4=
ton truck wns complotely destroyed by firc on the niszht of 17 February 1945.

SECTION VI - PFRSONHEL
le Awnrds:

Silver Stor

et

Kinney, Ewing K. St Sgt 35 031 563  Company "AM
Werren, Jorn L. Szt. 35 270 160  Company nCM
Jirmcnez, Robert S. Cpl. 39 LO3 086  Comprmy MAM
Cook, TH1llinn C. Pfc 3L 398 520 Compony M"GM

Oak Leaf Cluster Eg the Bronze Stor

Connolly, Eugene F. Tec 5 32 007 311 ed. Det.

Bronze Star

Iynch, Frank J. Sgta 32 180 971  Compony ngM
Idtchom, Everctt L. Cpl. 37 513 988  Comprny nCv
Dvycr, Kenncth E. . Tce 5 35 021 026  Scrvice Co.

2e Cosunlty List:
I(. I.AC

FINE, JOHN A., JR. MAJCR 0 36L 327 Hq Co 21 Feb 19LS

LloTldhs
Dushensky, John Tec L 32 31L L8O Co "BM 20 Fcb 19L5
Burdgc, Scrmcl R. Pfe 31 329 L56 Co "3" 20 Fcb 1945
Ivenik, Motthew Pt 6 777 330 Co "B" 20 Fcb 1945

. et ;o e e
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Welokhe (Jlospitoliged)
L.OYER, WEVDELL M. CAPT. ! 01 013 020 Hg Co 22 Feb 1945
L0, GORDOM 1ST LT 01 012 316 Co "3" 20 Fob 1945
I.adl, IEZRBERT E. 15T LT 01 013 266 Co "D" 21 Fedb 1945
lVevmimn, Gorrcett T. Szt 3L 194 600 Co MCM 20 Feb 1945

Joneson, Cjeatworth E. Tec L 39 380 800 Co "cM 24 Feb 1945
3ocisn, Thrddcus G. Toce 5 35 0LO 008 Co "CM 2L Feb 1945

Corver, Leo W Pfc 37 L99 847 Co MM 2l Feb 1945
Prine, Archie E. Pfc 31 083 526 Hg Co 28 Feb 19L5
Rossi, Felix A. Pfc 39 767 346 Hq Co 22 Fecb 19L5
Hollow~y, LcRoy Pvt 15 336 323 Co "2" 20 Feb 1945

Welehs (ot Hospitnlized)

#'=VILLE, LEZ E. CAPT 0 U450 166 GCo "g" 8 Jon 1945
#Bulla, VH1licm R. 1st Sgt 35155 612 Co '"aM B Jon 19LE
*¥Spurleck, Mark . Tec L, 35 019 968 Co mah 30 July 1S4
Carpino, John Szt 37 510 018 Co M"D" 1§ Feb 1945
Conley, Bverett A, Cpl 37 335 962 Co "C" 22 Fcb l9p§
Joel;, Hdwerd F. Jr. col 33 L62 4387 Co ngh" 22 Feb 1345
I.I.5. (Hosnitolized)
LoPlent, Tiomos . Szt 35 327 06l Co "B" 2L, Fecb 1945

tuTele (Tot Hospitnlized)

Nona
% Not included on prior reports,
3. Comuents:

~e The personnel status indiccotes ~ marled improvement.

b. The 8th Acplncement Depot has monifosted o true comprcheasicn
~nd pirspective in respect to roplacenents. Replrcenents were made nvail-
ohble vromptly and courtcously.

cs The general replacenents apoear to e well treined ond dis-
cinlined ~nd they ~re unique in that they arc spirited ~nd possess a true
will to fight,

d. Rotation repleconents have reccacd this ormonization with
the l.nst possible delny, ~nd they have been of o snlondid coliber.
Rot-tion replocercnts have denicted the obility to orientcote thomselves

in » com.nd-ble ond «ffective rnnlT.

- 10 ~
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. . . P . /
ce Active opocrations n~ppear to indicate o weoaknoss in the T/0

of this organization in recsnoct to:

(1) Provision for Linison Officer.

(2) Lack of provision for officer overcse to compensate for
casualtics.

fo ZEZxporicnce hes proved that every operation demands the
scrvices of the minimum of four (L) linisen officers. The T/0 provides
Tfor one (1), A tank battnlion, when committed, is normally in support
of four to five eloments in order to coordinatc the armor with the in-
fontry. It is imperative for this orgzenization to furnish a lisison
officer with cach unit.

g« Since the minimum of strength is aveilable, casualties, which
appeer to be inevitable in every action, scriously cripple the combat
efficicney of the orgnnization. When onc is incapacitated, thecre is no
present avemilable source to immedinteoly revlace hime Tt requires the
ninimum of two days to rcquisition, obtain, and assisn 2 replacement.

) 4

SECTION VII - COLI ENTS

Effective armored support of infantry is dependent on adequate cGommunica-
tion facilities and sufficient liaistm officers with the supported unit to
keep abreast of the situstion at all tires. This requires a minimum of
four liaison officers =wrd the T/0 provides for only one. There is also
an insufficient number of Z-ton trucks for this services. A tank battalion

needs a minimum of twenty-two adliitional %—ton trucks to operate efficiently
in combat.

The T/O for a tank company should provide for one additional officer
per company and four additional %~ton trucks. The T/0 of a tank company
rrovides for five officers and two ibton trucks. A tank destroyer company
vrovides for six officers per company, six %—ton trucls, with the remainder
of the vehicles similar. This latter arrangment has been found to be much
more satisfactory. 4 3/li-ton trucl Per company is also needed for sumply.

The operation of armor is conditioned Dy terrain and obstacles., For
that reason, the pro-ress of an armored attacl: is very dependent on en-
cincer assistance. Durinc the last operation, the greater number of ve-
ficular and personiel casualties ~ere received =s a result of ines.,
GCloser liaisen and better understanding should be maintained between tihe
tanl’s 'nd the engineers. Tanl wersonnel should also be given basic en-
zineer training.

Our suprly system was rather awkward during the latter part of this
veriod because the tanks of Companies "B", "C", and D" were in a posi-
tion that could not be reached by our supply vehicles. Supply dumps were
established as near the tanls as our supply vehicles could carry them.
Fifteen mules were recuisitioned and were used to transport the supolies
from the forward dumps to the tanks. This system worked out very
satisfactorily.

11 - . -
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i MADD
Major, 7515t Tank Bn.,
Commanding
5 InClS.
Tncl. #l-‘lﬁ)s (Italy, 1/50,000) Sheet
%7 I, I1I, 98 I1I, IV
Incl, j#2-laps (Italy, 1/25,000) Sheet
$7 I 38, II NE; 96 III i, IV Si.
Incl. #3-(verlay - Position of Elements as of 1 Feb 19L5.
Incl. #-Overlay - Position of Elements as of 28 Feb 19L5.
I.cl. #-Unit Journal and File.
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HEADQUARTERS 751ST TANK BATTALION
APO #46k U, s, ARMY

8 April 1945
SUBJECT: Report of Action Against the Bnemy for the Month of Mareh,

THRU ; Commanding General, Fifth Army, APO #L6k, U. 8, Army,

The Adjutant General, ‘ashington #25, D, c., U. s. Army,

In compliance with par, 10, AR 345-105, as amended by Changes #1,
darch 1943, the following report of action against the enemy for
the month of Mareh is submitted:

Yap References: Ttaly - (1/50,000) sheet 97 T, II; 98 ITI, IV,
(1/25,000) Sheet 97 I SE, II NE;
98 III NW, IV N, SW, NE.

SECTION I - OPERATIONS

Summary of operationé‘fpr the period
1 = 31 March

under

tack to be made on 1 Oth Uo i ivisi This

force consisted of Company "AM, 760th Tank Battalion, Companies "B" and
ncn, 701lst TD Battalion, and Company D", 126th Engineer Battalion,

lhen this force was formed, Companies "B, "C", less cne platoon, and upn
reverted to the control of the Commanding Officer, 701st Tp Battalion,
Company "A", 751st, Tank Battalion, remained in support of BEF in the Riola
(6L8199) sector.

for 1 March 195; ‘H'-Hour was to be at 07004.
Mountain Division, with supporting armor and artillery, was to
WO regiments abreast astride the road. The artillery was to open
a twenty-minute preparation preceding 'H'-Hour, The armor - Company "AM,
760th Tank Battalion, Companies "B" and ncH, 701st TD Battalion, and Com-
pany "D", 126th Engineer Battalion, all commanded by Headquarters 751st
Tank Battalion - was to Jump off with the infantry at
port was to be directed against specified targets consisting of r
Junetions, bridges, known enemy emplacements, and motor transport,
things did not go ‘that way, for the attack was twice postponed, and
finally materialized on 3 March,

Memmof@aammrQMmdmntmtmkmdﬁcmmﬁ%be
broken up into two different forces, The Commanding Officer, Company wBn,
701lst TD Battalion was given control of one platoon of Company A", 760th
Tank Battalion, in addition to his own company, and placed in support of
the 86th Mountain Regiment, attacking on the left of the road, The force
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on the right consisted of two platoons, Company "A", 760th Tank Battalion
and Company "C", 70lst TD Battalion, supporting the 87th Mountain Regi-
ment, The Commanding Officer, Company "CH#, 701st TD Battalion led this
group, For the sake of clarity, we will call the one on the left the
"Ault Force'", and the one on the right, the "Patch Force". In addition,
there was a base of fire formed at Casa di Bombiana - L587190 - by the
2nd Platoon, Company "C", 751st Tank Battalion, and the 1st Platoon, Com-
pany "A", 701st TD Battalion. 4n excellent field of fire lay before them
ard they could cover the movement of the first units across the Line of
Departure. It was not until the infantry had secured the objectives at
LOVE that these positions lost their advantaze and the platoons wers moved.

It was not contemplated that the "Patch Force” be committed to ac-
tion until the infantry had occupied and secured objectives EASY and ITEN,
at which time a platoon of tanks was to join an infantry company in form-
ing a roadblock at Pietrfa Colora - 1596221, Company "C¥, 701st TD Batta-
lion was employed &3 artillery prior to the opening of this action, and
stayed there on an alert status, prepared to move out on two-hours' notice.
When the time arose, its mission would be to drive into Castel d'!Aiano
itself with the 85th liountain Regiment. The "Ault Force", however, was
prepared to move in conjunction with the infantry from the very beginning
of the attack, leap-frogzing fram position to position, constantly over-
watching, prepared always to engaze any targets delaying the advance of
the foot troops.

Captain Ault moved his force and the two platoons of tanks that were
to go with Captain Patch into an assembly area at 1573175 at 01304 on the
morning of 3 March, From this area, the TD's, preceded by two platoons
of tanks, moved out the next morning in plenty of time to be at the line
of Departure by 0700A. As the infantry moved forward, so did the armor,
but the nature of the terrain forced the wvehicles into canalized positions
on the road. Because of continued close-in reconnaissance made right be-
hind the infantry's front line, the armored wvehicle comnanders were able
to find excellent positions from vhich comprehensive fields of fire could
be obtained. It was in this manner that the infantry had constant and
immediate support while still on the move, and that the tanks and TD's
were able to move quickly into supporting defensive positions, once the
objectives were occupied and consolidation of positions was begun.

The attack had an ominous beginning, for during the march to the
Line of Departure, before even starting throuzh the artillery bull's-eye
that Malandrone had turned out to be, a tank of Company "A", 760th Tank
Battalion ran off the road, threw a track, and was out of action at once.
The remaining four tanks continued the march, and fortunately this proved
to be a case when a “ad beqinning means a good ending.

The infantry's first objective was lt. Terminale and the strongpoint
at Iola - L566218 - both of which had to be cleared before ABLE and CHARLIE
objectives could be tzallen. Soon after the advance bezan, the remaining
four vehicles of the leading tank platoon left the road and started across

-2 -
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the ridge toward Mt. della Vedetta -~ 1585223. It was an unfortunate nove,
for the terrain was definitely not suitabdle. One tank zot as far as
1572209, another went on to L574208, and two even climbed to 1579217, but
the result was that three vehicles thirew tracks and were immobilized for
a good portion of the day. Due to remarkable work by the tank company!'s
maintenance section, the vehicles were back in action in record time, but
valuable fire pover had been lost for several hours. The one tank still
mobile was taken by Captain Visher, Commanding Officer, Company "AM,

760th Tank Battalion, to accompany him as he led the advancing armored
column.

Meanwhile, the infantry at lit. Terminale had bezen held up by deter-
mined resistance from Iola - 1566218, The Germans had barricaded them~
selves in the cellars and were firing from houses that had been converted
into forts-in-minidture. The presence of armor was needed ursently; so,
the platoon of TD's that led the advance moved up to RJ 908 - 1569216 -~
where they could actually 7ain entry to the tovn and clear it of enemy.
Once the immediate job was completed, the platoon remained in towm until
it was called the next afternoon to take defensgive positions alongz thd
infantry line atop sbjective ABLE,

During the fight for Iola, progress was zoiny well on the right.
The infantry of the 87th lountain Regiment had occupied CHARLIE and was
far along the way to EASY. Since the armor had been unable to follow them
across the ridge, the foot troops noved alone onto M, della Vedetta and
into the tovm of Pietra Colora - L570221., 4 roadblock was established
there and was intended to be reinforced by a platoon of tanks that had
been moving north from the Line of Departure since 0930A. It takes only
a short time to tell, and opposition from the enemy was not intense, but
the terrain was srueling for the doushboys and it was late afternoon be-
fore they could enter Pietra Colora and were in need of the extra protec-
tion tanks would give their forward positions. The tanks were not moving
too rapidly, either, for to set to Pietra Colora, they were forced to go
north all the way to the road junction at Canevaccia - 1587236 - and then
turn back southeast toward Pietra Colora.

Securing the high ground around the crossroad and making that
junction tenable was a job that lasted the rest of the day. When nitht
came, tiere was a platoon of TD's in Tola, and two other platoons with a
Dlatoon of tanks, south of the crossroad, unable to do anything but wait.
That nisht, the infantry was in Pietra Colora and wanted tank support for
their roadblock, but the tanks could not zet there. Even after they were
able to 70 on to Pietra Colora, they were azain stopped short of their
goal, this time by demolition and mines. Engineers went to work imme~
diately, but it was a bisg job and took time, Before the platoon could
mnove forward, its mission was chanzed, and it was ordered to 1600237,

The 1st Infantry Divisien, BEF, had attacked in conjunction with the 10th
llountain Division, cccupying S. laria Villiana - 1610215, and they were
such a short distance from Pietra Colora that the need for an armored
roadblock had been eliminated.
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Report of Action for month of liarch, Cont'd.

The attack continued at 08004, the morning of L March, with Mt.
Acidola - 1597231 - and Bacucco - 160524k - as the immediate objectives,
In preparation for the breakthrough that was hoped for that day, Company
"C*, 70lst TD Battalion was moved before dawvn from its artillery positions
to the assembly area at 1571176, and readied to drive all the way to
Castel d'Aiano if possible.

Mt. Acidola was occupied by 09004, clearing Canevaccia sufficiently
for the crossroad to be used, amd the company of TD's could continue to-
ward Castel d'Aiano., One of the road radiating from Canevaccia went to
lontese, a knovm center of enerly activity, and it was imperative that the
approaches to it be controlled by fire. Two platoons of TD's from Compamy
"BW, 701st TD Battzlion, left the i 'SR in the vicinity of Sassomolare -~
1585242 - with the intentioh that one of them should continue to Hill 788 -
1588600 - while the other occupied vantage points in Sassomolare proper.
They marked time there until Hill 788 was in our hands, then the vehicles
started the climb. But once azain, terrain proved the deciding factor,
and it was not long before maintenance crews were busy replacin~ throvm
tracks and gettinz vehicles “ack into action. It was a t ime~consuming
delay that proved an all-night Jjob, and the next morninz the platoon
vas back at L588242, the point from which it started.

The terrain was proving rouzh 7oing for the infantry and on the
morning of L i’arch, it was obvious that the attack would not be far enoush
advanced by nisht to permit the armor's entry into Castel d'Aiano, The
"Patch Force!" continued north, firine at houses, flushing enemy infantry
from cover, and providing countless prisoners for our own douzhboys, and
made its plans to take position at l.adonna di Brasa - 1600247 - in suffi-
cient strength to cover thorougily the town and all approaches to it.

The movement north, even on the road, was slow. Engineers had to
sweep constantly to clear a path free from mines, and at 15962L6, they
found a blovm bridge that delayed the column all nicht, The job was too
biz for the engineers vorking with the tanks to handle on the spot, ard
assistance was requested. It was slow in coming, and the tank dozer of
Company "C", 751st Tank Battalion, was sent to the scene. The road was
hard-sur faced, thoush, and the tank dozer could do little by vay of brealk-
ing it and {illing in the blow. Regular engineer equipment was needed ;

SO another urgent request was made, and work finally beszan. The next
morninz, at 08004, a message vas received from the Com-anding Officer, Com-
pany MAM, 760th Tank Battalion, that four tanks had finally been able to
enter liadonna di DBrasa and occupy zeod firing positions.

At the end of the second day, the platoon of tanks originally bound
for Pietra Colora was at Sprilla - 1600237, and the platoon of TD's that
occupied Iola had moved to 1558225, the northernmost point of objective
ABLE. From tnere it could rove into firing positions on the crest of the
ridge and fire both into Laserno - 1551229 - and Lontese - 1558245. One
nlatcon of tanks and the company of TD's trying to zet into hadonna di
3rasa iere deployed in the vicinity of the ISR between the demolition at
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1596245 and the crossroad at 1586236, One plﬁtobn of tanks and two
platoons of TD's were in positions in the vieinity of 1588242, from where
they had been covering the advance of the "Patch #orce' as it moved north.

That night, the 85th Mountain Regiment zot set to by-pags Cadtel
d'Aiano the morning of 5 March and to attack objectives QUEEN, NAN, and
OBCE. They would be supported by fire from vehicles of Captain Patch’s
group, and once all the high sround had been secured, one battalion of
the 87th Mountain Regiment and the armor would enter Castel d'Aiano and
consolidate it within roadblocks on all entries into towm,

At 0B0OA, following the usual twenty-minute artillery concentration,
the infantry jumped off ahd occupied objectives QUHEN against opposition
that was considerably more intense than that encountered during the
previous two days. They did not know it at the time, but that morning
they were hitting elemsnts of the 29th PG Division, quite different from
the 232nd Infantry or 1lhth Jaeger Division., Difficulty was met on the
approach to NAN, at the village of Famaticcia - 1611262; so, tank and TD
fire was placed on the target, successfully reducing it. The platoon of
tanks on the extreme right at Sprilla began moving at davm through
Pianestrina - 1610238 - and then north to join Company nch, 701st TD
Battalion at Castel d'Aiano, When it had passed Pianestrina, a call came
from the infantry requesting fire on strongpoints barring their advance
on k. della Castellana, objective OBOE. The mission was completed and the
platoon continued, but for the secornd time, this platoon's mission was
changed, and it was ordered to remain at Pianestrina to act as security
over the road leading into Castel d'Aiano from the southeast.

The situation at Castel d'Aiano had opened so that Captain Patch
found he could take some of the vehicles in with little opposition. His
command destroyer and the command tank of Company YA, 760th Tank Batta-
lion, with a platoon of TD's, entered at 1100A and proceeded to clear it
as much as possible. Of course, infantry was requested immediately, but
the battalion that was to occupy did not move out until 14004, and then
was delayed by resistance at 160725}, By 16304, it was clear that troops
would not be available to outpost the armor that night. Enemy infantry
was seen on the hill to the rear of town, and the vehicles had to withdraw
to their former positions at Madonna di Brasa. Somehow, somewhere along
the line, an excellent chance to destroy or capture enemy personnel and
materiel had been lost, because the infantry was unable to follow up an
opportunity presented by an armored penetration.

As the infantry improved its positions on GECRGE, the morning of 5
March, a platoon of TD's from Company "3%, 70lst TD Battalion, formerly at
HOW, moved to le Borre - 1573230 - and waited there at the infantry batta-
lion commander's request, before moving onto the top of the ridge after
dark. However, the division commander ordered the platoon into position
during the afterhoon; so, at 16004 it proceeded to the vicinity of
1570235, Another change was made when the platoon still at HOW moved to
the vicinity of Chirichella - L584237 ~ to form a roadblock toward Montese.
The platoon of tanks originally near Sassomolare remained in place.
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Report of Action for month of March, Cont'd.

As the third day closed, the position of the armor was little dif-
ferent from that existent at the end of the second day. "Patch Force"
vias still south of Castel d'Aiané. One platoon of tanks was at 160924,
near Pianestrina, and the other in over-watching positions at 1587242,
Two platoons of Company "B®, 7014t TD Battalion, were in defensive positions
at 1570235 ard at 1584237. The other platoon planned to move the morning
of 6 larch from ABLE back into Iola - 1567219, because its firing positions

atop the ridge had become inaccedsible and the vehicles were desired in a
more mobile location.,

During the nizht 5 - 6 March, infantrymen had entered and cleared out
Castel d'Aiano. The town was under intense artillery and mortar fire, but
was securely held, and it was imperative that roadblocks be formed on the
west, north, and east sides of tovm. "Patch Force" moved in on the morning
of 6 March and set to work, with the help of engineers, to make the place
impenetrable by road. Their mission had been completed.,

Company "C", 89Lth TD Battalion, was attached to Headquarters 751st
Tank Battalion and closed in vicinity 568215 at 23154 on 7 March., On 12
March the company was employed in an artillery role. The origzinal units
of the Task Force, vhich were Company "A", 760th Tank Battalion, Companies
"B" and "G, 701st TD Battalion, plus Company "C", 89Lth TD Battalion, amd
Company ®A", 751st Tank Battalion, remained under control of Headquarters
751st Tank Battalion. Companies "B¥, UC" and "DM, 751st Tanks remained
under control of Headquarters 701st TD Battalion.

After the Castel d'Aiano actions, the rest of the period was spent in
relieving platoons and firing missions from direct fire positions which
the tanks and TD's occupied, Company "D" relieved one platoon at a time

and drew new M2l lizht tanks. The company is now complete with new M2l
lizht tanks.

All six assault guns of the battalion were used in an artillery role,
first, under directions of 2L8th FA Group, and later, under 1125th F4i
Battalion., The platoon was relieved for rest on 28 lMarch after two

hundred forty-eight consecutive days on the "line", firing both night and
day missions.

The mortar platoon was not employed as a unit during the past period.

At the close cf the period, our units are displaced as follows: In
support of 81st Cal, Rec. Squadreg Company "A", 1st Platoon - 662207,
2rd Platoon - 672232, 3rd Platoon - 689227. In support of BEF, under com-
mand Headquarters 701st TD Battalion, Company "B", 1st Platoon - 491151,
end Flatoon - 519170, 3rd Platoon - 506166 - Li99168; Company "C", 1st
Platoon - 585226, 2nd Platoon - 572207, 3rd Platoon - 553195; and Company
"o 1st Platoon - 535183, 2nd Platoon ~ 531178 - 527176, The Assault
Platoon and Mortar Platoon in rest area at Porretta - 580123; Forward CP -
582231; Rear CP and Headquarters Company - 580123; Service Company - 5871LL.

-6 -
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The attached armor, in support of 10th Mountain Division, are dis-
placed as follows: Company PA", 760th Tank Battalien, 1st Platoon -
623253 - 617242, 2rd Platoon - 603252, 3rd Platoon - 577186; Company "B",
701st TD Battalion, 1st Platoon - 604253 ~ 6012lk, 2nd Platoon - 573222,
Jrd Platoon - 609253; Company "C", 701st TD Battalion, in artillery posi~-
tions - 603236; Company "C", 89Lth TD Battalion, 1st Platoon - 603238,
2nd Platoon - 592243 - 603238, 3rd Platoon - 581239 - 5882L).

Appendix YA" - Summary of firing missions, Assault Platoon.

Annex A" - Overlay, Castel d'Aiano Action.

SECTION II - INTELLIGENCE
Surmary of Enemy Operations
1 - 31 March

The enemy situation underwent a marked change during the early part
of the peried, when the attack against Castel d'Aiano was mounted. Not
only vere the front lines drastically revised, but the troops used by the
enemy to hold this sector at the end of the attack were widely divergent
from those met at its opening. The seizure of Castel d'Aiano and the
surrounding hizh ground deprived the enemy of a supply and communication
center, besides providing our forees with a hub from which the last high
ground separating them from the approaches to the Po Valley could be as-
saulted., Vhen the battle was over, the ridge of high ground paralleling
Highway #6L from Mt. Belvedere north to Castel d'Aiano had been cleared,
éxcepting only the lMontese mass at 1-5625. To the right of the ridge,
bonte Valbura - 1-6L24 - and another M. Belvedere - L-652 - were taken,
with the line extending to Highway 6k in the vicinity of 1696245,

The 232rd Infantry Division had held the high ground from Belvedere
to the east for many months., It had resisted our patrols and small shifts
of position stubbornly, with no intention of 7iving up without a fight.
But it was due for relief amd our attack was timed, either intentionally
or inadvertently, when one regiment of the 232nd was actually being re-
Placed by the 7Llst Regiment of the 11lLth Jaeger Division. The new resi-
ment had marched from the east for approximately a week. The men were
tired; supply was poor; morale was low. The unit was throvn into the line
as reserves, vithout any opportunity for orientation. The result was that
defense from sround positions fell to pieces.
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History repeated itself at Castel d'Aiano. After the attack finally
began, a very good reason appeared for its having been postponed.
Whether it was the principal reason cannot be said. Somewhat less than
L8 hours before our attack on 3 liarch, the 721st Resiment of the 11lth
Division haed arrived in the sector to relieve additional elements of the
232nd Division. This second offensive of ours almost developed a complete
rout amons enemy infantry, and once again ground defense collapsed. The
first two days, prisoners streamed in by the hundred, only too willing to
surrender. The situation on the third day was an utter reversal.

Just as thoush it were two different battles on tvo different fronts,
the nature of opposition chansged, Troops from the 29th PG Division had
arrived in ‘the scene and entered the fight. Their resistance was stiff,
but it was too late. By that time, ve were so concentrated around our
objective that they could not prevent our success.

Armor vas spotted the first day of the attack as our forward elements
approached Canevaccia. Taree tanks vere reported retreating north, but
circumstances later indicated that they were assault zuns from ths 91lth
Assault Gun Battalion. Two extended columns of arnor were reported on the
nizht of I - 5 March, approaching from the northcast, but no attack de-
veloped. At the time of this vriting, there is no indication that the
eneny intends to cormit his armor in a large scale counterattack. Not
even small scale throats have been manifested. Anti-tank fire was received
in one or two isolated cascs, but througzhout the attack, the main oppo-
8ition was from intcnse artillery and mortar fire, and the newly-won posi-~
tions are now beingz harassed constantly. As usual, aside from the etern-
ally restrictive terrain, the armor was delayed by mines and demolitions.

The 29th PG Division had been called to action from its position in
mobile reserve, and it was to be cxpected that it be relieved as quickly
as possible so as to revert to its former role. However, it 11as not
until the latter part of the period that PW's identified elements of the
33Lkth Infantry Division. At the end of the period, the relief had not
been completed. Now there are elements of four separate divisions re-
presented in the sector: the 232nd Infantry Division, depleted from threc -
reziment to two-reziment strength; the 11Lkth Jaeger Division, weakcned by
casualties but rapidly being reinforced by very sccond-rate replacements
the 29th Panzer Division, still rezarded as full-strensth and top-notch;
and the 334th Infantry Division, the defensive potentiality of vhich is
cxcellent,

SECTION III - SIGNAL
U
l. General:

Communications during the period vere by radio, wire and
messenver.
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2« Radio:

During the first part of the month, elcments of the battalion
were supporting infantry in an attack. A continuous command not wvas
maintained between Battalion Headquarters and all attached armor. Separate
companies maintained nets within each company. During the attack, the
tanks and infantry communicated by means of the AN-VRC-3 in the tanks and
the SCR-300 with the infantry. Results were very satisfactory. Some
difficulties were expcrienced due to terrain featurcs.

A BC-620 trancciver wes installed in an I-5 observation plane
and air-ground communication to the tanks and attached armor was estab-
lished. It has rnot been used in any tactical situation as yete Several
test. checks were made, and it was found that communication was good at
great distances.,

The light tagk eampany was oquipped vith new M2§ light tanks. No
consideration for the mounting of the AN-VRC-3 had been made in tnese ve-~
hicles. Communications personnel are vorking on an improvised mounting
to be placed in the turrct.

Very few mechanical failures were experienced during the period.
3. Wire:

Some difficulty in meintaining wire communication between the
Battalion Forward CP and higher headquarters was expericnced during the
first part of the period. The difficulty was due largely to the rapid ad-
vance of all elements. In one instance, however, cormunication was dis-
rupted because a switchboard was moved out of its position without properly
notifying units that had wire into their board. The matter was reported
to proper authority and there has been no repetition of the incident.

i« Messenger:

liessage Center has made two runs daily to higher headquarters,
all companies, and to all attached elements. All runs were made as close
to scheduled time as possible. Efficiency and results have been excellcnt.

SECTICN IV - SUPPLY
l. General:

During the peried 1 - 31 larch 1945, this battalion was on the
line and actively cnraged with the enemy. The supply of all classes con—
tinued to be generally sood. The orsanization still has five (5) trucks,
2%—ton, éx6, lwb, cargo, on Detached Service, and having trucks on De-
tached Service for an extended period of time handicaps an organization
samewhat in that all dumps are quite a distance from the units using these
supplies.
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.During the period it was.necessary te increase the number of mulcs
being usea .rom seveuvecen (17) to sixty (00). shese mules have, in many
instances, been the only means available for the transporting of supplics,
ammunition, gasoline, etce. to tanks located on the upmost heights of
mountains., Half-traeks from the Mortar Platoon have been used to supply
tanks in positions that %-ton's, 3/h=ton's and 2%-ton trucks could not reach.
However, tracks were very rapidly chewed up on the rocky slopes of the
mountains and nccessitated the changing of tracks quite frequently..

2. Rations:

The rations used by the battalion for the period were the "B" type
and the 10 in 1 type rations., Authority was received through higher head-
quarters to draw one extra ration por day for each light tank crew. This
is necessary because it is impossible to break down to a four-man tank crew
four-tenths of a ration, it being very easy to break a 10 in 1 in half,

This authority is the answer to the problem. However, the 5 in 1 ration
is the ideal ration for a tank crew because it has a greater variety of food.

3« Clothing:

The supply of clothing during the period has been exceptionally
good. This organization has received notice of turning in its winter
clothing with a2 date set as dcadline.

he Gas, 0il, and Ammunition:

The supply of gasoline, oil and ammunition has been plentiful
and readily available during the period. This battalion has had attached
to it during the period one (1) TD company and one (1) medium tank company
for supply. These companies came to this battalion with transportation
adequate only for supplying their respeetive units from dumps cstablished
by this organization.

The servicing of a TD company called for the carrying of deisel
fucl in our dumps, This placed a burden on the few cans that this organiza-
tion has. Permission was obtained, however, from a higher headquarters to
draw four hundred (400) cans for the purpose of supplying deisel fuel.
Ligain, in this instance, enters the need for an organization to have all of
its transportation available., Class III dumps nearest to the using units
are spproximately forty (LO) miles one way.

5. Battle Lecsses:
as Ordnances

3 - Gun, submachine, cale U5, Ml
2 ~ Launcher, rocket, AT, M1lAl

1 - Tank, mediunm, Mii3

1 - Truck, 3-ton, Truck, Lxl

b. Signal:

1- Set, SCR-
ﬁ?””;?;ﬁaadiéﬁ o §2§o -
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SECTION V - MAINTENANCE (MOTCR)

During the past month, there wes a great increase of third and fourth
echelon work on bota armored and gencral purposes vehicles. This is due
to the extremely difficult terrain in which the companies have been
opcrating.

There was 2 complete change-over of light tanks (M5 and M5/1) for the
new M2l light tonks, The ercws of these vchicles were put through a three |
and a half day course on proper first and second cchelon meintenance, |
driving, and gunnery by Lt. Clencbenning of the ..FHQ.

, Ve reccived five (5) more new 23-ton 6x6 cargo vehicles and five (5)
new g-ton lxli vehicles to replace war-weary vehicles,

Due to cnemy mines, one (1) tank (EL43) was knocked out and destroyed
Dy fire on 23 March, at coordinate 518175. This tonk was replaced the
following day. One (1) i-ton truck was stolen in the vicinity of Riola on
21 Merch; to date it hess not been recovercd. Request for replacement has
been submitted.,

There hzs been a great improvement of first and sccond cchelon
mrintenance on armorsd vehicles ard » decrease in samc on general purposes
vehicles throughout the battalion,

SECTION VI - PERSONNEL
l. Aiwards:
Silver Star
Sanders, Ralph  Tec § 37 408 8lk Company DM

Bronze Star (Posthumous)

Emigh, James T, Sgt. 16 100 686 Company nAM

Comendation

751st Tank Battalion, from Commending General IV Corps, M=jor
General Crittenberger, for action in the cepture of Mt. Belvedere.

Battleficld /ppointmont

Smallwood, James Elton, Tec L, 35 021 682, to Second Lieutenant.
2. Caosualty List:

I“. I.J’;o tLI:I) I}I. Iolt)n

None
- 11 -
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W.l.lh. (Hospitalized)

ROWLEY, J/MES S, 1ST LT 01 018 284 Co "CM" 1 ¥ar 19L5

Wel.ia (Not Hospitalized)

None

IsTl.e (Hospitalized)

Horville, Kenneth L, Cpl. 6 576 562 Co "B" 22 Mar 1945
Gerber, Frederick L. Tec 5 37 515 397 Co "B" 22 lar 1945
Burkhart, Walter J. Jr. Pfc 35 760 350 Co "Bf 22 Liar 195

Hermanson, Raymond /. Pfc 36 305 860 Co "C" 10 Mar 19L5
Hollowzy, LeRoy Pvt, 15 336 323 Co WB" 22 Xar 1945
Moore, Thomas D. Pvt. 15 O47 9L9 Co "BM 22 kar 1945

I.I... (Not Hospitalized)

- Danicli, Anthony Pvt. 31 308 337 Co "C" 3 Liar 1945

Note: Tec L John Dushensky reported ¥I.i on February rcport has
been reported as KIA as of 20 Februery 1945.

3+ Comments:

as The period has been relatively quict permitting the personncl
to enjoy more frequent p.riods at the Army Rest Centers. The increased
rest quota for both officers and cnlisted men has contributed to the
splendid existing morale, and the fact that we have been in support of the
10th Mountzin Infantry Division, a vwell-trained, spirited organization,
has been on additional factor in accounting for the high state of morale.

b. The current policy prohibiting the requisition for anti-
cipated losses retards the fighting effcctiveness of an organization of this
type. When actively engaged, it requircs the minimum of seventy-two (72)
hours from the time of casualty to obtain ond assign a battle replacement .

A tenk cannot operate efficiently without a complete crew.

c. The reccipt of the L2l lisht tanks prescnts a personncl
problem. The present T/O for a light tank company provides for four men
per wvehicle, The new tank is desi~ned for a five-man crew. Every effort
to increase the T/0 for a light tenk company accordingly is reccommended.

lppendix "B" - Porsonnel Statistics.,

- 12 -
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SECTION VII - CQQENTS

During the last opcration, it has becen found highly desirable to
attech a platoon of irfantry to cach compahy of tenks. The normal pro-
cedure in the assault wes to establish a base of fire, and advanco tho
lcading platoon with the infantry. A1l potential strongpoints were bat-
tered until » white flag appcered ot they were completely neutralized,

Then with the tanks overwatching, the infantry took charge of the prisoners.
From sne such strongpoint, forty (LO) prisoncrs were sceurod. The cnemy,
however, in witncssing this mags surrcnder, mortared their own troops kill-
ing ten (10) end wouncing six (6). Hedge rows were found to be particu-
lorly prolific as hidcouts for German snipers. Spraying such featurcs

vith machine zuns paic big dividends.

In the initial phases of the operation, mines were found in pro~
fusion. They were the non-metallic Topf mines. They were deeply buried
ard found in piles of threce or morc. They were somctimes connceted to
the surface by a three-foot post and protected by Schu mincs. It was im-
possible to disarm them as they viore sclf-igniting upon the rcmeval of
the quC.

Panzerfausts (Bezookas) were found in profusion. .lso, Pak LO's werc
located in strategie Positions. No cosualtics resulted, however, from
these sources because of the splendid infantry support and the alertness
of the "overwatching" tonks.,

Initially, =211 armor wes preccded by cngincers., However, after the
mein cncmy fortifications were brecached, the tankers saw fresh vehiele
tracks, and from that point onward, they procecded vwithout cngincer
assistance. Their advance was so repid that the cnemy was unable to de-
tonate two (2) onc-thousand pourd demolitions plaeecd on two bridges on
the mein highway., The moral is that whenever the cnemy is knocked off
baloance, it is best to capitalize on the cireumstances by not being too
conscrvative and greater success will be achicved while fower losses
vill be sustained.

> = |
(EZIZI/.?{J,@?Q ‘&’7 -

Lajor, 75lst Tank Bn,
Commonding

5 Incls.
Incl. #l-Maps (Italy, 1/50,000) Shcet 97 I, II; 98 III, IV
Incl, i2-Maps (Italy, 1/25,000) Shcet 97 I SE, II NE;
98 IIXI N, IV N/, SW, NE.
Incl. #3-Overlay - Position of Zloments as of 1 March 1945,
Incl, #i~Overlay - Position of Elcments as of 31 March 1945,
Incl, 5-Unit Journal and File,
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APPENDIX ~A=
STUMMARY CF ARTTLIFRY MISSTONS FOR THE MONTH OF MAKCH 1945 ASSAULT PLATOON
DATE ‘ c/B HARASSING {REGISTRATION | MORTARS DESTRUCTION } PERSCNNEL PROPAGANGA | VEHICIES | TOTAL
Missinon{ Rds Mission! Rds [Missioni Rds { Missior Rds iMission} Rds §Mission; Rds Mission| Rds {Mission| Rds Missioir Rds
1st/2nd =~} o 4 66 . 4 66
2nd/3rd ; ; , , x ? ‘
Ird/lth 2 | 118 ! 8 1 58 ; : ’ ~ 4L 1 184
,th/5th ' ; 3 200 1 ' 10 1 69 ’ : 5 1 280
T Btnjéth , 4} 256 2 16 _ 1 68 7 130
6th/7th ' v 2 } 38 1_ 4 10 8 151 ' f 21 1 199
t?thé&h o 3.1 105, 2 ¢ 69) ] ‘ 5 | 27
8th/9th L ~ N 134 | 4 | 1341
9th/10th _ . 2 63 2 | 63]
10th/11th B ! 1 <3 1} -23
11th/12tn 1 25 5 65 6 1 oo} -
i 12th/13th 2 4l ‘ 1 50 3 Q1
13th/14th 1 9 1 32 2 4]
| 1th/15th T T a8 p
15th/16th 1 39 1 40 2 7
16th/17th ; 1 i , : 1 i 7
17th/18th T 45 1 45 ) . 2 90
| 18tn/19th ] 73 i 1 8 2 81
19th/20th ; 2 93: ' N - . I 93
__20th/21at B . 1 364 , 2 73
...215&%22.&(3_, _l_..-;_ld._,-__»-wﬁ'm —d e S — ..__,.F_. l 43 .
22nd/23rd 1 11 : N SR NS S 1 i 11y
. i23rd/2/th i 3 28 1§ 4 4 32
P 24th/25th , N 4 40 4 40
25Yh/P6th : 7 110 1 10 5 1 120
_26th/27tn S P N 140 2 87 5 } 207
_ 27thf28th * ’ ] -
28th/29th e 4
29th/30th : -
20th/31st i
TOTAL FCR MONTH 6 268 39 {15211 23 271 17 639 1__isC T 86 12749 |

* Relieved 28th March 1945.
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PERSONIEL STATISTICS

ENLISTED i:Eils

o

$ : : s :
COMPANY AND t OVERSEAS : OVERSEAS : OVERSEAS LESS : MEN ROTATED : iiEN ON TDY
T/O STRENGTH ¢ 32 MONTHS : 22 MONTHS : THAN 22 MONTHS ¢ TO U.S.A. : IN U,S3.A.
$ : : : :
L] H H
HQ & HQ CO ¢

130 B : 78 (59%) : 18 (13%) : 35 (28%) : 16 (128) : 6 (L%)

es o sefee

SV CO 3 : : :
108 EM 83 (76%) :+ 13 (12%) : 12 (12%) : 16 (LLg) 6 (5%)
¢ $ : : . :
o ,
112 B ¢ 33 (29%) : 3L (30%) : L5 (Lag) : 16 (1L3) 6 (5%)
o s - ;
112 EM ¢ 35 (31%) : 26 (23%) : 51 (Lé%) : 15 (13%) 6 (5%)
CO UC" f

112 B 4 35 (1) : 33 (29%) : UL (LO%)  : 15 (13%) : 6 (5%)

CO "D : : . . :
8 mf ¢ 31 (3L%) ¢ 17 (18%) : W1 (L8%) : 10 (11%) 3 (3%)

UED DET : H ; : :

18 B ¢ 12 (66%) : 2 (11%) : L (23%) s 3 (168) 1 (5%)
™ ToTAL X f ! X

682 mi , 307 (L5%) | 143 (20%) , 232 (358) , 91 (13%) . 3L (59)

-

#-Co "D" activated Dec 19L43. Note: Some percent figures are necessarily

approximate.
OFWICERS:

TIME OVERSEAS NUMBER
Under 18 Months - 13
22 lMonths 11
23 Months 7
2l Months 1
26 Months L
27 Honths 1
32 Honths _é

Total L3

Returned on TDY to U,S8,

k

- Returned to U. S., CGS School 1
Total 48

Rotated to the U, S. 13

Returnéd to U. S. Reassigned 2

APPENDIX mBt

N 2 9}5 IBEN 3: 3 %f 3
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HEADQUARTERS 751ST TANK BATTALION
APO #A16h, U. S. ARMY

12 May 1945
SUBJECT: Report of Action /gainst the Enemy for the month of April,
THRU : Commanding General, Fifth Army, APO #46kL, U, S. Armys
TO * The /fdjutant General, Washington #25, Ds Cuy Us Si Lrmy,
le In compliance with paragraph 10, AR 345<105, &s amended by Changes
#l, dated 9 March 1943, the following report of action against the enemy
for month of April is submitted:
tap Reference: Italy - (1/200;000) Sheet Nos, 5, 8 and 11,
(1/50,000) Sheet 97 I, II,
(1/25,000) Sheet 87 III SE, SW.
98 IV NE, NW.
SECTION I - OPERLTIONS

Summary of operations for the period
1l - 30 April

At the opening of the period, the armor in the right sector of
IV Gorps was divided under Headquarters 751st Tank Battalion and Head=
quarters 701lst Tank Destroyer Battalion. Headquarters 751st Tank Batta-
lion, with Company "A", 751st Tank Battalion, Company "AM, 760th Tank Batta-
lion, Company "3", 70lst Tank Destroyer Battalion, Company "C%, 701lst Tank
Destroyer Battalion, and Company “CY, 89Lth Tank Destroyer Battalion, were
in support of 10th lountain Division and 81st Cavalry Reconnaissance Squad-
rone Company "B", Company "C", and Company "D", 751st Tank Battalion, were
under Headquarters 70lst Tank Destroyer Battalion in support of BEF, Our
units were displaced as follows: In support of 8lst Cavalry Reconnaissance
Squadron; Company "A", 1st Platoon - 662207, 2nd Platoon - 672232, 3rd
Platoon - 689227, In support of BEF, under command Headquarters 701st
Tank Destroyer Battalion; Company "BW, 1st Platoon - 191151, 2nd Platoon -
519170, 3rd Platoon - 506166 and 499168; Company "C", 1st Platoon - 565226,
end Platoon - 572207, 3rd Platoon - 553195; and Company "D%, 1st Platoon -
535183, 2rd Platoon - 531178 and 527176, The Assault Platoon and Mortar
Platoon - 580123; Battalion CP - 582231; Forward Echelon - 580123; Rear
Echelon - 58714L. The  attached armor to this Headquarters, in support of
10th Mountain Division, at opening of period werc displaced as follows:
Conpany "4", 760th Tank Battalion, 1lst Platoon - 623253 and 617242, 2nd
Platoon - 603252, 3rd Platoon - 577188; Company "BY, 701st Tank Destroyer
Battclion, 1st Platoon - 604,253 and 6012L), 2nd Platoon -~ 573222, 3rd
Platoon - 609253; Company "C", 70lst Tank Destroyer Battalion, in artillery
positions - 6032365 Company "CM, 894th Tank Destroyer Battalion, 1lst
Plotoon - 603238, 2nd Platoon = 592243 and 603238, 3rd Platoon = 581239
and 5882)-11#0

e
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Repart of /ction for month of lpril, Cont'd,

The period 1 - 12 /pril was spent generally in defense of sece-
ters - 10th Mountain Division, BEF, amd 81st Cavalry Reconnaissance
Squndrons The platoons of each company fired many direct fire missions
on cnery positions in these sectors. One tank destroyer company remained
in ortillery position amd fired indireet fire missions under direction IV
Corps frtillery. The tank destroyer companies under our control were ro-
tated in the artillery role, At the beginning of the period orders were
received for Company D" to turn over to 1lst Armored Division the newly
dravn M2l light tanks, It was necessary to draw the complete campany out
of line for the exchange. To relieve Conpany "D", one platoon of Company
"AM, 751st Tank Battalion, and one platoon of Company "AW, 760th Tank Batta-
lion were vithdravn from copany reserve positions.

On 5 Lpril, we received Field Order Number l from 10th Hountain
Division in regards to plans for an attack on 12 4prile The plan for the
operations was for Company "A" to be attached to 87th Mountain Regiment,
Company "B" to 85th Mountain Regiment, and Company "C" to 86th Mountain Re-
giment. Company "D" was to be placed in Division reserve subject to at-
tachment, on Division order, to a pursuit group consisting of 3rd Batta-
lion of 86th Mountain Regiment, 1Oth Mountain Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop,
and Reconnaissance Company of 70lst Tank Destroyer Battalion. The Company
Commarders immediately began to contact the Regimentol Commanders amd
Battalion Cormarders that their companies would be supportinge The plan
of attack was formed and problems pertaining to cammunications and
liaison were solved,

The relief and movement of some of our elements and attached ele-
nents was begun on the night of 8 - 9 fpril, Company "C%, 89Lth Tank De-
stroyer Bottalion relieved Company "BY ard Company "Ch, 70lst Tank De-
stroyer Battalion, and the 1st Flatoon of Company "C", 751st Tank Battalion.
Company "B" and Company "C", 701lst Tank Destroyer Battalion reverted to

crent controls The 2nd and 3rd Platoons of Company "AM, 751st Tank Batta-
lion, were relieved by elements of lst frmored Division. The 1lst Platoon,
Company "BY, 751st Tank Battalion, was relieved and moved to company areas
The rest of Company "C" (1st and 3rd Platoons) closed into company arcae
Both Company "B" and Company "C" reverted to parent control at 090600B. Cor-
pany "AM, 760th Tank Battalion, was detached this Headquarters and attached
to 89Lth Tank Destroyer Battolion at 090600B, and ot the same time Conpany
nchn, 89Lth Tank Destroyer Battclion, reverted to parent control, To cam-
plete the detachments, Company "DW, 751st Tank Battalion, reverted to con-
trol this Headquarters at 090600Bs On the night of 9 - 10 April, our re-
naining clenents which had not been relieved %lst Platoon, Company "A", and
2nd and 3rd Flatoons of Company "B") were relieved by elements of 89Lth
Tonk Destroyer Battalion,
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A1 companies closed into final assembly areas by 1200153, Conm~
vony "AM - 6182Ll, Company WB' - 605249, Company "CY - 637237, and Conpany
e - 5914229. Plans had been campleted for the employment of the armor
with each unit and all Iiaison Officers had reported to the proper Head-
quarterss The plan called for the armor with each regiment to be divided
into two forces. One force commarded by Company Commander from 751st
Tank Battalion and the other camamded by Compeny Comniander from 7O0lst Tank
Destroyer Battalion, Each of the conpanies, exeept Conpany "DV, attached
one platoon of 75rm Guns to the Tank Destroyer Compeny operating with the

sane reginent, and in turn received one platoon of 3-inch Tank Destroyer
Guns. Each of these forces would support one battalion of infantry in the
reginent,

"Ht-hour, "D'-day was scheduled for 12 April at 0700B, but scv-
eral postponements were nade and the final attack began on the morning of
1 /pril. The first day of the attack was a bitter daye. The tanks nade
very slow progress because of the bad terrain. Engineers had to repair
or build a road alnost every foot of the distance the tanks cowverede The
tracks on nany tanks were thrown trying to nove in this nountainous ter-
rain, /s a result, the tanks were not able to give the infantry close sup~
port, but were able to give initial support from high ground. The infantry
suffered high easualties ard nade slow progress during the first day,
taking only a few of the objectivess The enery seemed determined to re-
rizin in his well prepercd dcfenses, taking advantage of the tanks not being
able to give close support to the infantry.

During the second day of the attack, the tank columns noved a
little faster, but still the progress was slow at various points and the
tanks were still not able to give close support. It was not until the third
day, that the tanks were able to "break loose! and attack in front of the
infantry. Company "." was the first to accomplish this on the assault of
TOLE (6532). At this time, Company "C! was being halted by demolition just
south of point where Company "A" was able to advance without engineer as-
sistoncees The road was later repaired amd Company "C!U moved up in position
vicinity TOLE. Company UD" was ordered to move to an area just south of
TOLE,

On the norning of 17 April, Company "A", supporting one battalion
of 87th Mountain Reginent, attacked toward SiN PRQSPERO (665346)e It was
expected that little resistance would be net, but the attack was a bitter
once DBecause of the terrain, only a small number cof tanks could be employed
at one time. The tanks received direct anti-tank fire, artillery fire, and
heavy nortar fire. Several tanks were lost. One tank blocked the road at
o point so that other tanks could not move arourd it. /[nother route was
fourd, however, and the tanks moved on to the objectives Hurdreds of
prisoners were taken on this objective. Company "C", at the same tinme, was
naking fast progress to the north amd northeast of TOLE. The conpany had
a "WField Day" killing many Germans and capturing hundreds of prisonerss
Company "B", with the 85th Mountain Regiment, was protecting the left flank
up to = point south of TOLE. Orders were received, however, detaching com-
pany from 10th Mountain Division ard attach:.ng it to 337th Infantry Regiment
of 85th Infantry Division. . e :

CONFIY
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Report of /ction for month of April, Cont'd,

On the morning of 18 April, Company "A" ard Company C" continued
the attack further on to the north and northeast. Stiff resistance was
still being met. Sewveral tanks were lost. The terrain had improved con-
siderably for use of tanks, but we were still in the nountains and nove-
nent was restricted. Company '"D" was attached to 86th Mountain Regiment,
but other orders were received after the company had noved to new assenbly
area vicinity 723368, attaching Company '"D" to 85th Mountain Regiment and
placed in support of 1lst Battalion. On the night of 18 - 19 fpril, Company
"B" asscribled in area vicinity 712333, and Company "C" was placed in divi-
sion reserve with 86th Mountain Regiment.

In the late afternoon of the following day, orders were received
to assemble 21} units, except Company "B", irmediately, to exploit break-
through to Po Valley. Company D" was attacking during the day along the
nain axis of advance, and at close of day was north of the assenbly area for
the tanks. Cormpany "A" and Company "C!" assembled vicinity 76L3 amd was re~
serviced prior to hour of attack which was scheduled for the norning of 20
April. .
The attack was nade on the norning of 20 fpril. The advance to
the Po Valley was rapid with our tank companies being the first to cut High-
yroy Mumber 9 near PONTE S/MOGGIA (733567). A number of eneny tenks and self
propellcd Guns were destroyed and large artillery picces captureds On the
copture of Highway Number 9, Gernan forces were split and many "cut off!,
Large groups of prisoners began to surrender in groups. For the tank come
penies, the prisoners bocane o probleme It was apparent that the cutting
of Highway Nunber 9 was the Wbreak~through" and advantage thereof was taken
irmmediatelye

idvantage was taken of the situation. During the night, a task
force was forned around Company '"D" with the mission of moving and seizing
BAMPARTO BRIDGE (6575). This task farce was "IF DUFF! and consisted of Com-
pany '"D", one company engineers, one battalion of infantry, and one platoon
of Tenk Destroyers. The main force, with the sane mission as the Task
Force, consisted of Company "AM with 86th Mountain Regiment, ard Company "C"
with 85th Mountain Reginent. The task force passed the IP at C700B and the
nain force, one hour later on 21 April. The advance was rapid, noving
initially over the sccondary roads, thereby, by-passing possible strong )
points ~long main routes of advance and around large torms, 4t the same tine,
Company "B" was supporting the 337th Infantry Regiment of 85th Infantry
Division on right of 10th Mountain Division in vicinity 7735L5.

Orders were received for Company "AY to report to Cormanding .
Generel, 85th Infantry Division. The company was assenbled (less 2md Platoo:..
and started moverent to 85th Infantry Division sector. Upon arrival, Com-
pany "A" was attached to 338th Infantry Regirent.
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The attack with 10th Mountain Division was resuned the following
norning with Company "D" and 2nd Platoon of Company "i'" with "TF Duff" and
Conpony "C" supporting main bodye The objective was to secure bridgehead
vicinity CIMATTA (598128) which is on Po River near S. BENEDETTO PO. This
advance on 22 /ipril was even nare spectacular than the advance of the
previous day. The advance was faster, more equipment captured, and more
prisoners captureds Prisoners were lining the roads, marching in large
groups without guard to the Prisoner of War Cagecs. The enery was confused
and did not know which way to turn. German convoys were found turning into
our own main-oxis route. One armored column of Company "CY was moving north
when two eneny tanks and a flak wagon pulled into another column moving
north on parallel road three hurmdred yards away. The enemy tanks turned and
fired on our crlunn, Our tanks then turned their guns and destroyed the two
tanks and flak wagon. One other tank of Company "C" captured a tank com-~
plete with crewe 4As the tank turned to fire at the enery vehicle, the crew
Jumped ocut and surrendered.

On the norning of 23 /Lpril, Company "C" armd Company '"D" supported
the crossing of the Po River by 10th Mountain Division vicinity 6012, near
S« BENEDETTO PO, from the south bank of the river. Enemy artillery fire
was very intense. Company "A" and Company "B" supported the advance of the
337th Regiment, objective of Company "A" amd .Company "B" being QUINGENTOLE
(6709) and REVERE (7411) respectively. Around mid-day, air OP dropped a
note stating approximately forty (LO) eneny wehicles were attempting to
cross Po River at 6413, Onc plotoon from Cenmpany "D moved immediately to
the point and captured twelve (12) prisoners and fifty (50) vehicles wait~
ing for evacuation by fcrry boat across river. The cable crossing was in
tact, but the ferry boat was blown on opposite side of river soon after the
tanks captured the point. The lignt tanks guarded the cable crossing until
infantry and engincers arrived several hours later. During the night 23 -
2l sipril, Company '"D" furnished six road blocks to the south and southeast
of BENEDETTO PO in conjunction with the Tank Destroyers. Company "C" re-
mained on alert to move and assist the 10th inti-Tank Battalion to the west
and southwest. The next morning the light tanks patrolled road net to the
northwest, west, and southwests

At this time, infantry of the 10th Mountain Division hafd crossed
the Po River in beats, but no bridges had been completed for tanks. The
tanks were placed in assembly areas near point of crossing. Later, the pro-
cess of ferrying tanks across river was bezun, but this was a slow process.

The 13th Tank Battalion of the 1lst Armored Division was attached
to 10th Mountain Division, with plans for the armored battalion to be the
assault force with 86th Mountain Regiment. This assault group was desig-
nated "Task Force Darby". The mission of Company "C" and Company '"D" was
to odvance with assault group and provide road blocks along routee The Divi-
sion mission was to seize and hold VERONL (6555).
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In the meantime, Company "BY suppcorted the erossing of the Po
River by 85th Infantry Division vicinity QUINGENTOLE (6709). Company "AM
received orders to move entire company, west, to vieinity GONZ.C A (L901)
to stop reported enemy tank column operating toward the northeast. Upon
arrival nenr GONZAGA, the column was identificd as being elements of 1lst
Armored Divisicn, Company "i" did not return to QUINGENTOLE, but instead
noved to assembly area vicinity S. 3ENEDETTO PO to await crossing of Po
River. Company "3" also began movement to an assembly area necr Si BENE-
DETTO PO preparatory to crossing the Po River, as there were to be no
bridges to support tenks built across Po River in 85th Infantry Division
sector.

Orders were received for ocne platcoon of Company '"D" and for one
section of tanks from Company "C" to be moved across by ferry with top
pricrity. These were to be used as security feor troops already across river,
s no tanks had crossed rivere This was accomplished. JULfter crossing
river, the platoon of 1lishts and section of mediums moved out with 85th
fountain Reziment during nizht to secure IR for 13th Tank Battolion and 86th
lountain Regziment. Little or no resistance was met so the Cormanding
Gonerel ordered the advance until stopped by cnemy resistance. .4t noon on
25 Lpril, this column was reported vicinity S. LUCIL (191325) on Highway
Nuiber 6Ly about half the distonce to the objective., Our lizht tanks and
tiro mediun tanks continued to advance on the objective because all of the
13th Tank Battalion was not ncross river and the Battalion Cormander did
not wish to comit only prrt of his organizations These tanks continued to
spearhcad the advance until VILIZ FR.NCA (5345) was reachede Enery elements
vicinity airfield offerel some resistance. Our tanks destroyed cne (1)
Focke Wolfe, six (6) trucks, four (L) anti~tank zuns, and captured fifteen
(15) prisoners.

Tt was the night of 25 - 26 April when Company "A", Company M"CM,
and Company "D" finally crossed the river. Company "3" crossed the river
on the morning of 26 April and joined the 338th Infantry Resiment at VERONA
(655L) and went into an assembly area on the south side of VERON/. (6554 ).
Company "C" and Cormpany "D immediately formed necessary rcad blocks on
route, amd Company "AM moved northeast, joined the 338th Infantry Regiment
vicinity VIGLSIO (6041), supperted their advance to VERON.L (655L), and went
into an assenbly area scuthwest of VERONL.

Orders were received from 10th Yountain Division stating Company
"ot and Comprony "DW were released from roed blocks and ordercd to assemble
south of VILL. FRANCA (530450) and prepare to support 87th lountain Resi-
nent in their advance. The two companies assenbled and moved out with 87th
Mountain Leciment to vieinity SiNDRA (4B9575). This pnint was reached
during nicht and rocd blocks were forred.

-6 -
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Report of Letion for month of Lpril, Cont'd.

The 10th Mountain Division formed o plan which stated the division
would advance twenty-four hours a day by rotatlnf- the three reziments for
eight-hour periods, and by rotating the Tanks of the 751st Tank Dattalion
with the Tank Destrcyers of 70lst Tank Destroyer Battalion for twelve~hour
periodse 751st Tank Battalion drew the nirht assignment with hours from
20003 to 0800D3. During the twelve~hour rest period, the tanks were to furn-
ish necessary road blocks ¢ The plan was put into effect on 27 ipril with
Cotpany "C" and Compeny '"D" forming road blocks until it was necessary to
start movement up the Lake Gerda road to vicinity GIRDL (L33702) to relieve
701st Tank Destroyer Battalione

Conpany "C" and Company "D" made good progress during the night,
but were stopped by demolition during the early morning v1c1n1ty NLVENE
(5LL9U8). Our tanks were promptly relieved by 701st Tank Destroyer Batta-
lion, znd C-mpany "C" and Company "D" assembled in MLLCESINE (519907). No
prosress wes nade on the main lake road during the rest of ipril. One
platoon from both Company "C" and Company '"D" was sent to vicinity PESINA
(L71727) to report to 87th Mountain Regiment, but were shortly returned to
company assemnbly area on 30 iprile One platoon of Company "C" supported a
landing made by one company of 85th Mountain Reciment on western shore of
Lake Garda.

Company "A" and Company "B" werec detached 85th Infentry Division
and placed in support of the Legnano Group (Italian) on 30 iprile. The com-
panies moved to vicinity MNONICHLIRI (F180530) to join the Group. Head-
quartcrs 751st Tenk Battalion was detached 10th Mountain Division and at-
tached to IV Corpse. DBattalion Headquarters moved to join IV Corps Head-
quartcrs northeast of MILANO (K3257L45).

Each company employed the assizned assault 7un of the company with
the unit. The /ssault rlatoon was attached to the various companies upon
request ~nd during the past period, fired only direct fire nmissions. The
platoen lost one zun in actione The Mortar Platoon was not employed as a
unit during the pericd.

4Lt the close of the period, our units were displaced as followss
In support of the Legnano Group (Italian), Company "A" (less 2nd Platoon) =~
K630875, 2nd rlatoon - K2565; Company "B" - KO50680. Attached to 10th
¥ountain Division, Company "C" - F519907; Company '"D" - F519907. Dattolion
C? located K3257L5; Forward Echelon - FO50680; Rear Echelon ~ FO50680.

SECTION IT - INTELLIGENCE

Sumnixy. of Enemy Operations
1l = 30 fpril

During the period, the enemy situation passed through a series of
upheavals thet terminated in utter collapse of resistance. Lt the opening
of the month, the defense line in this battalion's sector remained fairly
steble on the senerel line cast of MONTESE - L8625, . DELLAL SPE, MONTE
\Irnguzzsx - 1642k, VONTE BELVEDERE - 16521“, and joming IhghwayN\nnber 64 at

96245 : 3
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There was still no indication that the enemy had altcred his
intention to defend that line determinedly, and to withdraw judiciously
once his initial defenses were breached. In the comparatively dormant
period before our offensive on 1l April, enemy artillery was active, but
the absence of heavy calibre fire was noticed, particularly in rear areas
that had been harassed for many months. It seemed likely that the Germans
had placed their heavy artillery in the Bologna area, expecting a break-
through in that sector. ILight and medium artillery, and mortar fires were
intgnsified 2ll across the front, German patrolling was not increased,
and as the time approached for our attack, reconnaissance revealed areas
devoid of enemy that had previously been very sensitive to patrolss

Advance was slow during the first three days of the offensive.
The period of waiting through half of March and the early part of lLpril
had given the cnemy time to practice his diabolical habit of tying his de-
fenses tocether with mincs. The terrain was perfect for defense and,
through experience, the encmy was able tc maoke the most of ite From the
very beglnnln , mines proved to be the main deterrent to infantry as well
as to tanks. This obstacle, coupled with terrain unfavorable to armor,
nllowed the tanks to move only as rapidly as a way was cleared for them by
enginecrs, Only the weather was in our favor.

4t the end of the fourth dey, any continuous frontline had dis-
solved. The bulk of the enery forces had been either annihilated or cap-
tured and what had been an orsanized withdrawal in the mountains turned
into a general retreat. This did not mean, however, that 4ll resistance
was broken. Strong points were left here and there, garrisons well
fortificd in a town or on a good terrain feature, which at times cost us
dearly to reduce. For instance, the assault on the town of MONGICRGIO
cost o platoon of tanks, with a proportionate number of casualties.

On 20 Lpril, men and materiel in this sector began pouring into
the Po Valley. The enemy had been routed and the pursuit had bezun.
Frisoners streamed in constantly and a quick armor-infantry thrust to the
northwest cut in behind fleeing forces of four enemy divisions and those
units were eliminated as organized fighting elements. Thus, the race con-
tinued across the entire Valley, with only a sli~ht pause at the Po River,
Thousands of isolated enemy were left behind in pockets, to be cleaned out
later by Partisans. Equipment was abandoned by the truckload becausec there
was neither fuel nor time to salvage it. A medical unit was captured while
waiting to be ferried across the river. A convoy of supply trucks was
taken when it found its route to the west severed by our thrust northward.
Three (3) 170mm ~uns with personnel carriers were abandoned after being
caught travelins north on our own MSR., Armor appeared only in isolated
cases and in small numbers. Nor was AT defense generale
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The pursuit continued till the end of the period and toward the
enl consisted largely of mopping up islands of resistance and nezotiating
for the surrender of scattered unitss L4s the month ended, it was obvious
that the enemy could fight little more and, of course, it has since been

learned that even then the surrender of all enemy forces in Italy had been
effected,

SECTION IIT - SIGNAL
1. Gereral:

Communications during the period were by radio, wire and messenger.,

2¢ Radio:

Radio communication was maintained with higher headquarters and
with elements of the battalione Individual company nets were kept open as
well as the battalion command nete The operation moved so rapidly that it
was impossible to keep contact with the companies on the command net, At
times the individual companies were separated so widely that company nets
could not properly be maintained,

Very few mechanical failures were experienced. Distance was almost
entirely to fault for the lack of constant contact.,

3s TVhHre:

During the first part of the period wire communication was very
satisfactory. After the offensive started, Progress was so rapid that it
proved inpossible to maintain a wire,

e Messenger:

Regular messenger runs were made to all companies and higher head-
Querters during the first half of the month., The fast moving offensive amd
the widely separated elements of the battalion made it impossible to make any
regular runs,

Se Remarks:

lancl sets AP-50 were used to mark vehicles for identification from
the air during the operation,




Report of iction for month of fpril, Cont'd.

SECTION IV - SUTPLY
ls Generzl:

Duriny the period 1 4pril 1945 to 30 4ipril 1945, this organization
Wwas on the line ond actively engaged with the enemy. The first part of the
period wans spent in cracking the line and preparing for the pursuit of the
enemy across the I'o Valley, Mules that were used for the servicing of the
battalion durine the winter were turned in. The battalion was still re-
quired to furnish five (5) trucks, 24-ton, lwb, cargo, to a corps provi-
siocnal truck company. These trucks on continued detached service seriously
handicapped the efficiency of the organization, in that remaining trucks
ond men were required to operate twenty-four (2L)) hours a day. This re-
sulted in cccidents to remaining wvehicles amd did not allow for any ncint-
encnce whatsoever on trucks so necessary in the operation of a tank batta-
lione Dumps were so far in the rear that, in many cases, trucks were re-
quired to travel as much as seventy-five (75) miles one way to replenish
basic loadse In the breaking out of the mountains, the rond ncts were .al-
rost nile Main supply routes were, in many cases, the only route to amd
from the front, and were one wey for as much as four (L) to six (6) hours.
Trucks vere broken down into company supply trains and traveled with the
tanks of each company. The carsc of these trucks consisted of two (2) trucke
of sasoline and one (1) truck of assorted ammunition. Because of the short-
age of trucks, ench truck was overlcaded,

2e Raotions:

The principrl ration used during the period was the "GN type ration
and the 10 in 1 type ration. Decause army dumps were so far in the rear,
this crgenization drew retions from the division it wes supporting. It is
still felt by merbers of this organization that the old 5 in 1 type ration
is the better ration. The popularity of this ration is based upon the va-
riety contoined therein and because of the convenience in bresk—lovm to the
tank crew.

3¢ Clothin-~:

-ccause of the rapid situetion, little clothing was drawm or sal-
vaced by this battalion,

lie Gas, 0il, anl /rwmunition:

It was difficult to supply our unit with res, 2il, ard amwunition,
Dumps were a sreat distance in the rear, and road traffic mede it Qdifficult
for a truck to cover the distance in the time required
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Report of Letion for month of 4ipril, Cont!'d,

5« Ordnance:

General purposes vehicles were replaced slowly due %o inadequate
communications between this battalion and the supporting ordnance company.
The suppartins ordnance compeny was a great distance in the rear, and this
organization moved so ropidly that the ordnance contoct party found it
difficult to naintoin contnet with this orgenization. Armored vehicle rc-
placencnts were aCcquate, but ceneral burposes vehicles, so nccessary for
a unit to function, were not received amd the use of captured wchicles was
utilized,

6e DBattle Losses:
ae¢ Ordnance:

- Tenk, medium, M4.3, w/105mm How.

- Tank, medium, M4.3, w/76mm Gun.

~ Tank, medium, My, %/75mm Gun.

- Tank, medium, MU/, w/75mm Gun,

Tank, medium, MhAl, w/75mm Gun, w/dozer blade,
- Tank, light, ¥5, w/37mm Gun.

- Gun, submachine, cole W45, M1

- Wloteh, wrist, 15-jewel, Dulova

- Dinccular, M13 )

]
MNDHMN MDY OV
1

be Signel:

13 - Radivs, SCR-528
1 - Telephone, EE-8

SECTION V - MAINTEN.NCE (u0TOR)

During the past month, 211 of the new M2k lizht tanks that were
drovm during latter part of larch were turned over to lst frmored Division,
We, in turn, drew the lst /[rmoredls old M5 and MSA1 light tenkse The con-
dition of these X5 and MS541 lirht tenks were very poor and caused con-
siderable trouble in the course of our fast moving action., We also received
seventeen (17) new 143 (w/7érm oun) on 2 4ipril as a reserve stock for
coming operations,

Our losses during periocd due to enemy action are as follows:

2 - M Mediun Tonks

3 - Mil Medium Tanks

6 - MuA3 Yedium Tanks (7érm un)
1 - MhA3 issault Gun (10Smm zun)
1 - ¥5 Light Tank,

-11 -, N
corrIvEwerih W
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Report of letion for month of April, Cont'd.

Our losses during pericd due to mcchenieal failure are as follows:
1 - ¥ Medium Tank
5 - 1441 Melium Tonks
2 = 15 Lisht Tanks
1 - X541 Li~ht Tank
Eleven (11) genersl purposes vehicles were turned in to ordnance
to be replaced. 411 have been replaced except, one (1) 23-ton, 6x6, @IC
Truck, ond two (2) &bton, Lixly Trucks.

Due to the long road marches, there has been considerable weor on
trocks and bosie wheels,

SECTION VI - PERSONNEL
1§ Jwords:
Dronze Star
LING, WILLLI S. l. CLPT. 0 427 233 Licdical Corps

Commendations

751st Tenk Battolion, from 10th Mountoin Division, dated 28
March 1945, with lst Indorsenent, Headquerters IV Corps, dated 3 4ipril
1945, for action from 19 February to 10 Harch 1945 at ME, DELVEDERE nnd
V'.I.Cinity'o ‘

3rd ilatoon, Company "3", 75lst Tank Battalion, per Section VII,
Genercl Orders Nurber 39, Headquarters Fifth irmy, dated 9 Lpril 1945,
for action from 2l to 28 November 19hk, at CORONL, Italy,

2+ Casualty List:

KeIolio

HIMZPTON, TILLIAI F. 15T ILT. 01 015 430 GCo. "4M 18 Apr 1915
HLLNSLANN, “T.LTER C. 2D 1IT. 01 015 681 Co, "D" 22 Lpr 1945
Drodie, James R. Tec 5 35 020 948 Sve Co. 18 ./pr 195
Cherpentier, Ar-vis 2. Dfe 3L 151 163 Sv. Cos 18 .or 1945

MO IOJ’LO
Albrewczynski, Joseph S St 33 L3L 230 Co. "AM 19 Lpr 1945
Cope, Johnnie B. Pfe 34 509 932 Co, "i" 18 .pr 1945

& w, - 12 -

N e

CONTFTIDENT I3
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Welsle (Hospitalized)

FOX, WILLL'M E. II 1ST LT O1 043 946 Co. "A" 19 ipr 1945
PIERES, GERAID L. 1ST LT Ol 010 660 Co. "™D" 21 spr 19L5
SHAMBLIN, HOLRD C.  1ST IT Ol O13 256 Co. "AM 18 ipr 1945
CLULFIEID, JOHN J. 2D LT 01 013 737 Co. "B" 20 .pr 1945

SC..NDELL, ROY H. 2D IT 01 318 832 Co. "B" 19 lZpr 1945
Lan~e, Walter . St Sct 33 067 132 Co. "3" 19 /ipr 1945
Bonino, Frederick T. Sgt. 34 390 966 Co, "C" 17 Apr 1945
Coulter, Fred L, Tec L 37 510 418 Co. "AM 16 Lpr 1915
(DO on 16 ipr ot hosp)

Morris, Rcbert V. Tec L 33 534 985 Co. "iM 23 Lpr 1945
Spurlock, Mark M, Tec L 35 019 968 Co. MaM 19 ipr 195
Swanson, Fronk C, Tec b 13 153 Lh2 Co. "A" 22 Ipr 1915
Jacobs, Fronk Cnl, 39 279 619 Co. "AM 22 ipr 1945
Payne, /rthur i, Cpl. 36 180 983 Co. "A" 18 ipr 1945

androwski, Stenley Fo Tec 5 32 082 096 Co. "AM 19 Lpr 1945
Crumpler, Thomas 3. Tec 5 3L 6L5 636 Co, "CM 22 Lpr 1945
Jalbert, Pierre J. Tec 5 31 320 391 Cc. "B" 26 Lpr 1945
(DOW on-~Fittman, Lndrew V. Tec 5 34 151 062 Hq. Co. 23 Apr 1915

25 .pr) Rice, Herbert M. Tec 5 20 631 018 Coe, MM 22 Lpr 1945
Garrison, Richerd Re Pfe 37 511 029 Co, "D" 19 /pr 1945
Honson, lMerlin L. Pfc 36 297 677 Cos MAM 19 fpr 1945
Kaylor, John Pfe 35 260 000 Hge Co. 23 Lpr 1915
MeDowell, Geor~e 3. Pfe 36 550 895 Co. "' 19 ipr 1945
Srert, Horold G. I'fe 37 122 ;52 Co. "C" 22 ipr 1945
St:1u, Fred .. Pfc 35 SLL 857 Cos Mi" 19 ipr 1945

Turley, Rebert Le Jre  Pfe 35 737 594 Co. "B" 22 fpr 195
Inodeo, Stephen C. Pvt, L2 175 405 Co. MuM 25 ipr 1945
Suzizk, Andrew J, Prt. 33 578 L9L Cos "BM 22 Loy 1945
Colvin, VAlliam .. Pvt. 7 04l 313 Co. "A" 18 Lpr 19L5

Welala (No't HOSpitalized )

Jones, Dulley J. L. Tec 5 32 099 815 Sv. Coe 17 Apr 1945

I.Ts..e (Hospitalized)

Stacks, Jemes E. 1st 5ot 6 27 925 Coe "B 24 Lpr 19L5
Erickson, LRobert T. St Sgt 36 OL8 338 Co, "3" 1L fpr 1945
Mak, Sterhen /. Sete 35 01L 763 Cos "™D" 19 Lpr 19L5
Borba, Joserh G. Tee b 39 000 370 Cos "™D" 25 /oy 1945
Hendcrshot, Loren Col. 35 155 757 Co. "BM 26 4Lpr 1945
Davis, Robert J. Tee 5 37 509 777 Hq. Co. 19 Lpr 19L5

DiFietro, llario /i, Pfe 32 76l 96 Hqe Coe 20 Lpr 1545
Pencoast, Xenneth By  Dfe 32 488 917 Co. "3" 21 fpr 1945
M>ore, Thomes D, vt 15 OL7 949 Coe "D 22 Lpr 1945

IoTeice (Not Hospitalized)

Reed, Robert D, Tec 5 37 500 208 Co, "™D" 19 Lpr 1945
liclazzo, Charles Pfc - 34 707 709 GCce "3" 1l fpr 1945
Weech, Rerinald B, Pvte 3L 934 191 Cos ™" 19 ipr 1945
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3. Coments:

as The assi~nment of surplus perscnnel prior to the pericd of
actual operations proved to be hi~hly successful, The ready presence of
casunlty replacements with the orranization permitted the combat elements
te retain full cambat strencth at all times, and consequently sustained

2

the combat efficiency of the battalion.

b, The availability of replacenients climinated the denoralizing
practice of switching and Juzzling crews as casuslties occurred. This
fact contributed to a creat extent in upholding splendid fichting spirit
of the personncl,

Appendix MW - Cosualty Statistics
SECTION VII - CQUENTS

The new synthetic rubber bogie wheels did not hold up under
the long hard drives engaged in during pursuit operations. The rubber
seemed to disintegrate when subjected to the heat transmitted from the
steel Ytracks.

fn aggressive attitude and rapid exploitation of all successes
is the keynote to maximum achievement with minimum losses. A continuous
rapid advanece without giving the enemy time to reorganize and get set has
been found to be the best defensive strategy.

Cormunication agencies provided in the TO & E are not adequate
to insure proper liaison between Division Headquarters and the supporting
armore. During the last operation, cambat units were out of contact a
great deal of the time. In the rapid advance over good roads, it is be-
lieved that armored cars should supplement the light tanks and the %—ton
truckss These 120 vehicles would also provide a means for establishing
relay stations along the route of advance, insuring excellent comunication.

It is recommended that the TO & E be changed so that two of the
three medium tanks in 3attalion Headquarters could be exchanged for M20
armored cars. Because of the widely dispersed locations of the combat ele-
ments, this change would provide a means for better supervision and conbrol.

In all combat missions, it is recommended that a platoon of ine
fantry be attached to a campany of tanks. This provides better cooperation
ard liaison between armor amd foot troops.

6 Incls, T Y i ol ol
Incle #l-Maps (1/200,000) & 5wy,
Sheets Nos. 5, 8, and 11 1t, Col, 75lst Tk Bn,
Inel. #2-Maps (1/50,000) Commanding

Sheet 97 I, II
Incl. #3-Maps (1/25,000) Shect 87 III, SE, SW,
Incl. ;A~Overlay - Position of Elements as of 1 Apr W5 f§
Incl, #5-Overlay - Position of Elements as of Roipy 5%15
Incle #~Unit Journpl and File, L T R L N

4,5
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Appendix "A" - Casualty Statistics.

Casualtics of the 751st Tank Battalicn frem 1 April 1945 thrcugh 30 April 1945 inciusive,
KIA MIA WIA (Hcsp) WIA. (Not Hesp) IIA (Hosp) IIA (Nct Hes

Headquarters and

Headquarters Ccmpany 0 0 2 0 2 0
Service Ccmpany 2 0] 0] 1 0 0
Ccmpany "A" 1l 2 15 0 0 0
Company "B" 0 0 6 0 5 1
Ccmpany "G 0 0 3 0 0 0
Ccmpany "D" P S = R 2 2
Tctal 4 2 28 1 9 3

Total




HEADQUARTERS 751ST TANK BATTALION
APO #hi6l, U. S. ARMY

1l June 19435
Report of Aetion Against the Enemy for the month of May,
THRU Commanding General, Fifth Army, APO fi6li, U. S. Army,
TO The Adjutant General, Washington #5, D, Cep Ue S. Army.
l, In compliance with paragraph 40, AR 345-105, as amended by Changes

#1, dated 9 March 1943, the following repart of action against the enemy
month of May is submitted:

for the
CL S%g};?(:%%ﬁ?ﬁ gf?% x‘f’liﬁrence: Ttaly - (1/200,000) Sheet Nos. 2 amd §.

3Y AUTHORITY OF TAG.. 1.ON\.... SECTION I - OPERATIONS

of operations for the eriod

At the opening of the period, the units of this headquarters
were split into two groups, Company "A" and Company "B" attached to IV
Corps, in support of Legnano Group (Italian), ard Campeny "C" and Company

"D" attached to 10th Mountain Division. Displacement of the units ware

as follows: In support of the Legnano Group, Company "Aw (less 2nd
Platoon) - K630875, 2nd Platoon - K2565; Company "B" - K056, Attached to
10th Mountain Division, Campany “ch - F5291; Company "D - FS5291,

The fast moving action experienced during t he previous period
began to slow down considerably at the first part of the periode This was
to be expected at this time because of several reasons. FMirst, our ele-
ments were now entering a mountainous section of Italy. The enemy was able
to fight a delaying action in the mountains., Second, our elements had

the enemy forces. We now

our fast moving operation,
our flanks and rear had to

On 1 May, Company A", less the 2rd Platoon, moved to BERGAMO
ort of the Special Regiment of the Le
Dewey",
Company A", less one
, 68th Regiment of the Leg-
nano Group. One platoon of Company "B" was in support of lst Battalion of
Special Regiment and moved to BERGAMO (K6387). This platoon returned to
BRESCIA the following day and another Platoon was sent on a Task Farce to
LAGO DI ICRO (F2589) with 1st Battalion of 68th Regiment: The Task Force
returned to BRESCIA two days later, '
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Report of Action for month of May, Cont'd,

Company "C! began %o ferry a few tanlks up LAKE GARDA to by-pass
tunnels on 2 May., This was a slow process and before many were gotten a-
round, the tunnels were completely cleared and our armor started to mowe
through en route to BOLZANO (49772) at 14OOB on L4 Uay. The German Lrmies
in Italy had now surremdered and the missioms of the two tank campanies
were to reach the Swiss-Italian and Austrian-Italian borders and to guard
the border., During the night the tanks proceeded with full headlights for
the first time since training days in the United States. The distance
covered on first leg of journey from M/ LCESINE (F521921) to BOLZ.NO was
seventy miles. BOLZ.NO was reached around midnight, at which point the
tanks refueled and then continued on to SLUDERNO (A3993). The tanks arrived
in SLUDERNO at O600B, at which point they again refueled and rested until
1730B, 5 Hay,

On 6 May, road blocks were established with the mission of
preventing movement of all civilians and German soldiers amd protecting the
Germans from Partisanse

Battalion Headquarters mowed to new location vieilnity LILININO
(k251741) at OL1830B. On 7 May, mossage was received stating that Company
UCY and Campany DU vere to return to parent unit control uwoon entering IV
Corps area. Movement was started and the wnits closed in folloving areas
on 12 May: Company "C" at LLISE (FL567), Company "D" at BERG.Z{O (K6307),
and Headquarters Company at MIL/NINC (K257h). On 15 May, Company 'M®
closed into MIL/NINO (K2574)e Upon arrival, Company "D" relieved Partisan
Guards on ammunition dump one mile west of NOVATE (X2271). The guard con-
sisted of twelve men and twvo light tanks. The 2nd Platoon of Campany “.iW,
which supported "Task Force Dewey!" on clearing up EIL/NO, was attached, on
16 May, to 2rd Battalion, 135th Infantry Regiment, to be part of Honor
Guard in the city of MIL/NO,

On 17 May, a call fran G-3 IV Corps stated that Company W." and
Compatyy #BY revert to control of parent unit and will start movement imme=
diately to join rest of organization at MIL/NINO, This news was welcome
a8 it had been almost a year since all the companies of the battalion had
been together in one area. Tank gliders were gotten immediately amd move-
ment began the following daye. Training was begun in all companies and the
equipment cleaned thoroughly. L message was received on 26 liay pli‘
the battalion under operational control of Milono Military lireaes ‘his did
not effect the disposition of troops, however, except in the case of Com~
pany "BYW, which was moved to Via Guiseppe Rovari in EIL/NO tobe employed
as Military Police in conjunction with Company "C%, 10lst Military Police
Battalion. 6th S. A. /rmored Division also assumed responsibility of the
ammunition dump on this dates

n 30 May, all of our cambat clements were alerted to move in
thirty minutes in case distrubances increased in MIL/INO, The elements vwore
relieved fran alert status several hours later. /lgain on 31 lay, one light
platoon was placed on alert, but was not used and relieved from alert the
same dzye ‘ G N
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4t the clogse of the period, 211 of our elements, with exception
of Company #B", was attached to IV Corps and under operational control of
Headquarters Milano Military /rea. X111 of theso elements wore located
vieinity MILNINO (X257L). Compeny "B" was placed wnder further opera~
tional control of Provost liarshal IV Corps and Company 4C¥, 10lst Military
Police, and was located in MIL.NO at Via Guiseppe Rovarie

SECTION II - INTELLIGENCE

Summary of Eneﬁ Operations
1= 31 oy

The beginning of the period was marked by the apparent imminent
collapse of the enemy. When official surrender occurred, the battalion
assumed the role of the "big stick" for the purpose of retarding presis-
cuous killings and to extend protecction to property rights.

The Partisan elements in the city wore well organizeds The
majority of the responsible members returned to their families when theip
mission was completed, leaving a "™oodlum" element to constitute the :
majority. This clement, in turn, intimidated and generally conducted their
reprisals in a malicious and disorderly fashion,

: At the close of the period, the Allies display of strength and
menifestation to control has accounted for the bulk of the Partisans to
return into the outlying districts of the city proper.

SECTION III - SIGNAL
le General:

Coammunication during the period was maintained by radio, wire
and messenger. :

2+ Radio:

During the first quarters of the nonth, all companies kcpt radio
nets opcns The companies were so widely soparated that it was impossible
to keep contact with them on a unit comnznd net. Company nets functioned
normally and with a minimum of difficulties. Mechanical failures were at
a minimum. Distance and terrain were the two main difficulties. 4 C-W
net was meintained between Hoadquarters and Serviee Companies.

Since hostilities ceased, all radio nets have becn closeds 4
training schedule has been put into offect for the purpose of training new
personnel in proeedure, operation of F, M. and lL. M. radios, anmd in radio
maintenance.
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3, WWire:

It was impossible to maintain wire cammmication during the first
part of the periode All elements were moving too rapidly to warrant the
laying of wire.

Since hostilitics ccased, all units arc in a fairly stable state,
and extensive wire nets have becen established. Wire communication to .
higher headquarters and to all companios during the latter half of the
periad proved to be very satisfactory,

ke HMessenger:

- liessenger service was maintained throughout the periods Sche-
duled runs to hisher headquarters and all companics were made daily.

Distances between companies during the first half of the month
nade it impossible to make daily runs on schedule. lesscnger service during
the last half of the period was very satisfactory,.

SECTION IV - SUPPLY
l, General:

During the period 1 - 31 May 1945, this orgenization returned to
normal garrison dutiess The end of the war in Italy found the S-l section
in BRESCI.. From there, S~k moved to BERG/MO and, later in the nonth, to
MIL/NINO, ncar MIL/NO, During the first week of May, the new T/0 and E was
received, and the reorgamization of the battalion sterted. Showdown ine -
spection and final certificates on droppage for battle losses disclosed all
shortages of equipment. Immediate steps were t aken to replace all losses.
In aeccordance with current regulations, new property books were issued to
all companies and are now in the process of being campleteds Company WG®
and Company "DM were the only units of this battalion in actions Both com~
panies took part in the campaigns in Lustria and were supplied by the 701st
Tank Dostroyer Battalion. The companics returned to the battalion in the
middle of May. The lst Trucking Company of IV Corps was furnished zn addi-
tional four (k) trucks with drivers for DS fram this organizatione

23 Rations:

All supply dunps-were woll in the rear bat the supply of ritions
was regular ead nernal. The.principe} rations used during the.peried was -+
the "I type ration. A1) resgrve ratiohs were turncd in excgpt_one.day.gf
20 in 1 rations which were keébt as reserve and are now with the kitchens of
the units,
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3. Clothing H

Supply of clothing was adequate. A4ll battle losses and salvaged
clothing were replaced. Bags, sleeping wool, and excess clothing were
turned in. Insect control equipment, individual and organizational, was
issued.

he Gas, 0il, and Ammunition:

_ The supply of fuel has been regular. The companies have now
twenty (20) five-gallon cans of gasoline on hand. A4ll excess cans were
turned in. /mmunition is still being carried with the battalion. However,
the shortage of organizational transportation makes the movement of ammuni-
tion difficult. It is felt that authority for the turning in of ammunition
should be granted. '

5. Ordnance:

General purposes vehicles were replaced while replacements for
combat vehicles were not issueds 4 new system of handling ordnance equip~
ment was set up by Ammys, The system of supporting ordnance units was dige
continued and Northern Italy was divided in four sections, this battalion
being served by Section IV. Because only one Ordnance Company is available,
the supply of parts and the handling of maintenance work has bcen slow,

6. Battle Losses:
ae Ordnance:

2 - Tank, Medium, MhA3, w/76m Gun.
3 ~ Watch, wrist, 7 - 9 Jewel.

6 - Watch, wrist, 15 Jowel.
Binocular, 113

Gun, sub-machine, cal. 45, 1
knife, Trench, 11 w/scabbard
Light Aiming Post M1

Tool Set, Gone lech.

Gu.n, Mache cale 050 112 HB
Circle, Aiming, M1

- Launcher, Grenade M8

\n =
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be Signal H

72 - Flashlights, TI~122
1 - Radio, SCR-300

2 - Tool Equipment, TE-Lk
1 - Reel Unit, RI-31

3 - Radio Set, AN/VRC-3




2l - Mask, Gas Serv,
79 - Respirator, Dust

de Quartermaster:

31 - Jacket, Combat

1 - Bag, Convas, water Ster ilizing
7 - Stoves, Cooking, 1 burner

12 - Whistles, Thuxdoerer

16 - Cutters, wire

8 - Cot, Canvas Folding

1l - Tool Set, Carpenters #l

1l - Tent, Small wall

2 - Bag, Sleeping Mtn.

1l - Screcn, letrine

SECTION V - M.LINTEN.NCE (MOTOR)

During the first two weeks of the period, maintenance operations
consisted largely of repair, cleaning and inspecting of equipment used
during the /pril offensive: Equipment was found to Be in outstanding con-
dition in spite of a lack of lst and 2nd echelon maintenance necessitated
by the tactical situation of the provious month.

4L thorough inspection of vechicles disclosed that light tanks were
in very poor condition, necessitating third and fourth echelon maintenance.

The largest problem was encountered vith new style, roller-bearing
type bogie wheels. The rubber on these wheels was found to be very un-
satisfactory, the tire blowing with apparently no heat or sbnormal pressure
involvede The secals on this type of bogie also will not hold grease re=-
gardless of weight.

It was found also that the new style disc type idler (medium
tanks) is not sufficiently stressed to stand the torque of normal usages
These wheels cracked about an inch from the rim completely around the cir-
cunfercnce. VWelding was found to be only at emporary repaire

There was almost a complete lack of repair parts issued during
the first two wecks of the month, with the situation improving slightly
during the latter two weeks,

Concentrated efforts of first echelon maintenance were nade by
all corpanies .
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Report of Action for month of May, Cont'd.
SECTION VI - PERSONNAL

ls Awards:
Silver Star
Clayton, William A, S Sgt 3L 169 116 Co #AM
Oak Leaf Cluster to Bronze Star

MADDEN, C. J.. MAJOR 0 250 761 €O, 751st Tk Bn

Bronze Star

LOYER, WENDELL M, C.PT. 01 013 020 Hq Co

2. Casualty' List: KGIQAO
#Boles, Orin X. Sgt 35 020 951 Co "D" 23 April 19L5
#Bailey, Vernon J. Pfc 39 683 415 Co D" 23 /pril 1945
#1111, Donald E., Pfc 35 682 752 Hq Co 28 jpril 19L5
#CGrubiak, Frank Pvt 32 681 700 Hq Co 28 ipril 1945
#Travis, Edwin Prt 38 658 105 Co "B" 22 Apiil 1945

#Zielinski, Frank Jr. Pvt 33 901 698 Hq Co 28 ipril 194S
}JI‘IOA‘-:.

None

Wel.... (Hospitalized)
SHERN.IDES, FRINCIS 4. 1ST LT Ol 016 506 Hq Co 28 .pril 15LS

Woelos..e {Not Hospitalized
1.1... {Hospital: u'e'd'andE " Not Hos "pita.lized)

None

# Not reported at time prior report was submitted.

NOTE: ./lbrewczynski, Joseph S. and Cope, Johnnie B. reported
MIL on prior report was changed to KI. on date men were
reported MI..

Androwskl, Stanldy F. reported WI. (Hospitalized) on
prior report, died of wounds on 27 /Lpril 1945.




Report of Action far month of May, Cont'd.

3. Comments:

a. In compliance with theatre policies, a program to iriprove and
perfect the records of this organization was set in motion,

b, /11 key persomnel with a high adjusted service rating score
were given an understudy with a low adjusted service rating score. This
plan has already proven its worth, YNen who have gone home are now rgplaced
with competent successors. Using this plan, there will not be any time
when this arganization eannot function efficiently.

SECTION VII - CQMIENTS

After the cessation of hostilities » there was a brief peried of
transition in which the organization changed from a combat status to a re-
habilitation-unit training program. Maintenance, discipline, and administra-
tion were stressed. 411 personnel were canpletely reequipped and the ve-
hicles were inspected, repaired amd repainteds Every effort was made to re-
view the histary and combat performance of the Battalion in order to obtain
a high "Esprit de Corps'.

An intensive training program was established for the training of
the new replacements. a1l fundamentals were stressed and the individuals
tested. Athletics and recreation Wwas given a place of paramount importance
in the sc¢hedule.

- <y :
(':: ﬁl,zfﬁgz_vo(—cﬂ. 7
Lt. Col, 751st Tk Bn,
Cormarding
3 Incls.
Incl. #l-Maps (1/200,000) .
Sheets liose 2 and 5 :
Incl. #2-Overlay - Position of elements as of 1 May 1945
Incls #3-Unit Jowrnal ard File,
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AEPORT CF ACTION CF 751ST TaNK BATTALICN
DURING PQ V4ALLEY QOFFiINSIVEH

(Reported by Colonel T, Q. Donaldson, Jr,, Cavalry)

Observer's Note: 1. The attached Heport of iAction of the 751st Tank
Battalion during the period 14 April ~ 4 May 1945, (Po Valley Offensive) was
obtained from Lt. Colonel C. J. Madden, the battalion comsander.

2. For this operation, as on previous occasions, the 751st Tank Battalion
was attached to the 10th dMonntain Division, of the IV Corps, Fifth Army.
Despite slow progress occasioned by the mountainous terrain, during thes first
few days after the juup-off of the 10th Mountain Division, the tanks gradually
increased their pace ‘and support of the infantry troops until, on the worning
of 20 April 1945, tank companies of this battalion were the first to cut High-
way No. 9, the life-line of the German forces.

3. For its outstanding performance, the 3d platoon of Company "B" was
commended for meritorious performance of duty by the Arny Commander, (General
L. X. Truscott). Major General George F. Hays, commanding general of the 1C:h
kountain Division, also commended all members of the battalion., This commenda-
tion being indorsed and further commended by the IV Corps Commznder, “ajor
General . D, Crittenterger,

A-ig1 iy
\ hal 2 8472




. . .

"C" and Company "D" assembled in Malcesine (519907). No progress was made on
the main lake road during the rest of April, One platoon from both Company
nC" and Company "D" was sent to vicinity Pesina (471727) to report to 87th
tountain Regiment, but were shortly returned to company assembly area on 30
April, One platoon of Company "C" supported a landing made by one company of
&5th Mountain Regiment on western shore of lLake Garda,

RESTHICTED

Company "A" and Company "B" were detached 25th Infantry Division and pl:iced
in support of the Legnano Group (Italian) on 30 April. The companies moved to
vieinity Monichiari (F180530) to join the group. Headquarters 751st Tank Bat-
talion was detached 10th Mountain Division and attached to IV Corps. Battalion
Headquarters moved to join IV Corps Headquarters northeast of Milano (¥325745).

Company "A" moved to Bergamo (K6337) with the 1st and 3rd platoons, and the
2nd platoon moved into Milano (K2565) with a task force. Company "B" moved to
Brescia (K0563). C(ne platoon of Company "B" moved with CGoito Battalion to
Bergamo, but returned to Brescia on the afternocn of 2 April. There was still
no change in disposition of Company "C" and Company "D" when hostilities ended
in Ttaly.

COVBAT TESSONS

1. Technigus to particular or unusual situation.

a. In-advancing upon an-objiective, a platoon of medium tanks en-
countered an obvious hasty mine field. The platoon leader sstimated and estab-
lished the pattern of the fisld, whsreupon, he cautiously led one vehicle com-
pletely through the obstacle, Thereafter, the other vshicles were instructed
to follow in the tracks established by the lead vehicle. This technique per-
mitted the platoon to safely secure their objective with the minimum amount of
delay.

2. Methods employed for tank-infantry cooperation and instance of ussz
of &ub plane.

a. Upon approaching the Po River, the air OF reported enemy ambu-
lances crossing the river in the vicinity of the sector occupied by the light
tank company. The subject coapany proceeded to the designated point and cap-
tured an enemy motor pool of approximately fifty vehicles and an enemy ferry
site.

be In view of limited and obstructed vision characteristics of tanks,
the infantryman can assist the tanker in locating targets., 4 platoon leader
of Company "A" reports that he was compelled to button up because of heavy en-
eny H& fire. An alert doughboy, in a position to observe the location of the
enemy gun, fired tracers in the direction of the gun. The tank gunneri®by this
aid was able to bring counter-fire uron the enemy and destroy him.

c. Infantry riding tanks is a cooperative and effective means of
travel. The tank platoon leaders suggest, however, that the infantryman re-
frain from riding the front of the tanks for the rewson tnet vision is obstruc-
ted and they are unnecessarily exposing themselves. The infantrymen should be
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instructed not to rlace their packs over the air-intaks vent cover as this tends
toward overhszating the =2ngine.

3., Organization and smployment. of armored teams and task forces.

a., In composing a task force, the armor should uot be dispersed so
as to hinder its control and the basic tactical principle of operating in sec-
ticns of two or more vehicles. Yhen advancing at night, thz armer should not
be in the advance element, On the night of 22 April 1945, a platoon of medium
tanks, part-of a task force, were muving in the general direction of ‘irandola.
The tank platoon leader was compelled to place his command tank at the point
of tiue force aund his remaining tanks interspaced well back in the column. the
platoon leader's justifiable complaint was that tanks should not have besn used
in the d-.signated position for tenks are relatively blind at night znd an easy
prey to infantry AT weapons; the prlatoon was completel: separated, and conse~
quently weakened and so pliczd that they could not be controlled as s unit.

L. Brief accounts of iadividual initiativs and lezdersiip displayed by
Jjunior officers.

a. Receut operations arforded the opportunitr to appraise the qual-
ities of leadership and initiative irn platoon lesders and non-commissioned of-
ficers. One company commander revorts that a plutoon leader in his company
invariably arrived on his objective with all his vshicles while the other two
officers would straggle in with two or thres vshicles. The good plat-on leader
insisted that his crews performed the necwssary maintenince on their tanks
whenever it was within thsir scope. Othzr platoon lsaders allowed vzhicles
to f211 behind for trivial wschanical failures which could have =2asily bzen
corrected by the craws themsclves.

b. In a fast moving situation, company maintenance and supply must
remain as close to the combat platoons 2s possible. This was true in one par-
ticular company. As socn as the t-nks and infantry clearcd an objective, the
maintenance officer moved on to it. By this method a high vercentage of that
company's tanks remained in action, fully ssrviced.

c. On one occasicn, a radlo repalrman remained in the turret of 2
tank fixing a defective radio, while the tenk was enguged in a fire fight with
the enemy.

d. A tank in one of the companies ran out of gas while in enemy ter-
ritory. The platoon leader kept the crew in the tarnk constantly traversing
the turret as though searching for a targst. In.a short tilas, twenty-six (26)
Geraans came out of the neurby woods and surrendered,

COUMENTS

The new synthetic rubber bogie wheels did not hold up undar the long hard
drives engaged in during pursuit operations. The rubber ssemed to disinte~
grate when subjscted to the heat transmitted from the steel tracks.

An eggressive attitude and rapid exploitation of 2ll successes is the key-
note to maximum achievement with minimum losses, £ continuous rapid advance

. - ‘ RESIRICTHED
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started movement to 85th Infuntry Bivision sector. Upon arrival, Company "A"
was attached to 333th Infantry Regiment.

The attack with 10th Mountain Division was r esumed the following morning
with Company "D" and 2nd platoon of Company "A" with "TF DUFF" and Company "CV
supporting main body. The objective was to secure bridgehead viecinity Cam=
atta (598128) which is on Po River near S. Benedetto Po. This advance on 22
April was even more spectacular than the advance of the previous day. The ad-
vance was faster, more equirment captured, and more prisoners captured. Pris-
oners were lining the roads, marching in large groups without guard to the
prrisoner of war cages. The enemy was confused and did not know whizh way to
turn. German convoys were found turning into our own maineaxis route. One ar-
mored column of Company "C" was moving north when two enemy t:nks and a flak
wagon pulled into another column moving north on parallel iroad three hundred
yards away. The enemy tonks turned and fired on our column. Our tanks then
turned their guns add destroyed the two tanks and flak wazon. One other tank
of Company "C" cantured a tunk complete with crew. As the tank turned to fire
at the enemy vshicle, the crew jumped out and surrendered,

On the morning of 23 April, Company "C" and Company "' supported the
crossing of the Po River by 1Cth Mountsin Division vieinity 6012, near S.
Eenedetto Po, from the south bank of the river. fnemy artillery fire was very
intense. Company "A" and Company "B" supported the advance of the 337th’
Regiment, objective of Company #'A" and Company "B" being Cuingentole (67C9)
and Revere (7411) respectively. Around mid-day, air OP dropped 2 note stat-~
ing approximately forty (40) cnemy vehicles were attemplting to cross Po River
at 6413, One p]atoon from Company "D" moved immediately to the point and cap-
tured twelve (12) prlsoners and fifty (50) vehicles waiting for evacuation by
ferry boat across river. The cable crossing was intiet, but the ferry bout

was blown on opposite side of river soon :iter the tankq coptured the point.,
The light tanks guarded the cable crossing until infuntry and engineers arrived
several hours later. During the night 23 - 24 April, Company "O'" furnished six
road blocks to the south and southeast of Benedetto Fo in conjunction with the
tonk destroyers. Company "C" remained on 2lert to amove and assist the 10th
Antitank Battalion to the west and southwest. The next morning the light tanks
patroiled road net to the northwest, west, and southwest,

At this time, infantry of the 10th iountain Division had crossed the Fo
River in boats, but no bridges had been completed for tanks. The tunks were
placpd in assembly areas near polnt of crossing. Luter, the process of ferry-
ing tanks across rlver was begun, but this was a slow process,

The 13th Tank Battalion of the lst Armored Division was attached to 10th
lountain Division, with pians for the armored battalion to be the assault force
with 86th Mountain Regiment, This assault group was designated "Task Force
Darby"s The mission of Company "C" and Company "D" was to advance with assanlt
groupr and provide road blocks along route., The Division aission was to s=2ize
and hodd Verona (6555),

In the meantime, Company "B" supported the crossing of the Fo iiver by
85th Infantry Division vicinity Quingentole (0709)« Company "A" received or—
ders to move entire company west to viecinity Conzaga (4901) to stoo rerorted
enemy tank column operating toward the northeast., Upon arriv-~l near Gonzaga,
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the column was identified as being elements of 1st Armored Divisinn. Company
"A" did not return to Quingentole, but insteuad moved to assembly area vielnity
S. Benedetto Po to await crossing of Po River. Company "B" also began move-
ment to an assembly area near S, Benedetto Po preparatory to crossing the Po
diver, as there were to be no bridges to support tanks bvilt across Po River
in 85th Infantry Division sector,

Orders were received for one platoon of Company "D" and for one section
of tanks from Company "C" to-be moved across by ferry with top priority., These
were to be used as security for troops already across river, as no tanks had
crossed river. This was accomplished., After crossing river, the platoon of
lights aud section of mediums :movad out with 85th lfountain Regiment during
night to secure IP for 13th Tank Battalion and £6th “fountain Regiment, Little
or no resistance was met so the Commanding General ordered the advance until
stopped by enemy resistance. At noon on 25 April, this column was reported:
vicinity S. Luciz (4912325) on Highway Ho. 64 about hulf the distance to the
objective. Our light tanks and two medium tanks continued to advance on the
objective because all of the 13th Tank Battalion wes riot' across river and the
battalion commander did not wish to commit onlv part of his organization.
These tanks continued to spearhead the advance until Villa Franca (53.5) was
reached. Enemy elements vieinity airfield offared some resistance. QOur tanks
destroyed one (1) Focke Wolfe, six (6) trucks, four (L) antitank guns, and cap-
tured fifteen (15) prisoners,

It was the night of 25 = 26 April when Company "A", Company "C", and Com-
pany "D" finally crossed the river., Company "B" crossed the river on the morn-
ing of 26 April and joined the 338th Infantry Regiment at Verona (655L) and
went into an assemnbly area on the south side of Verona (655L), Company "C" and
Company "D" immediately formed necessary road blocks on route, and Company "A™
moved northeast, joined the 338th Infantry Regiment vieinity Vigasio (6041), o
supported their advance to Verona (6554), and went into an assembly area south-
west of . Verona,

Orders were received from 10th #Mountain Division atating Company "C" and
Comrany "D" were rnleased from road blocks and ordered to assemble south of
illa Franca (530450) and prepare to support 27th Mountain Regident in their
advance, The two companies assembled and moved out with 87th Mountain Regi-
ment to vicinity Sandra (489575). This point was reached during night and -
road blocks were formed.

The 10th Mountzin Division formed a plan which stated the divi:sion would
advance twenty-four hcurs a day by rotating the tLhree regiments for eight-hour
periods, and by rotating the tanks of the 751st Tank Battalion with the tank
destroyers of 7Clst Tank Destroyer Battalion for twelve-hour periods, 751st
Tank Battalion drew the night assignment with hours from 2000B- to 0800B, Dur-
ing the twelve-hour rest psriod, the tanks were to furnish necessary road blocks.
The plan was out into effeect on 27 April with Conpany "G" and Compary "D" forn
ing road blocks until it was necessary to start movement up the Lake Garda road
to vicinity Garda (433702) to relieve 70Ulst Tank Destroyer Battalion,

Company "C" and Company "D" made good progress during the night, but were

stopped by demolition during the early morning vicinity Wavene (5449.8), Cur
tanks were promptly relieved by 70lst Tank Destrojyer Battalion, and Company

. . . RESTRICTED
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HEZ«DQUARTERS 751ST TANK BATTALION / :
APO #46k, U. S. ARMY g

REPORT OF ACTION = 14 April - 4 May 1945

OPERAT IONS

The 751st Tank Battalion was attached to the 10th Mountain Division for
the operation whicl was scheduled for 12 April, The plans for the employment
of the armor with the Divisicn, which consisted of armor from Headquarters 751st
Tank Battalion and Headquarters 70lst Tank Deslroyer Battalion, were for each
organization to attach one company to each regiment, The armor of each reci-
ment would be divided into two forces, and each unit would support one assault
battalion, Hach of the companies, except Company "D", attached one platoon of
75mm guns to the tank destroyer company operating with the same regiment, and
in turn received one platoon of three-inch tank destroyer guns. Company "A"
was attached to £7th Mountain Regiment, Company "B" to 35th Mountain Reciment,
and Company "C" to 86th Mountain Regilument., Company "D" was placed in Division
reserva subject to attachment, on Division order, to a vursult group consisting
of 3rd Battalion of 85th ¥Wountain Regiment,, 10th Mountain Cavalry Reconnaissance
Troops, and Reconnaissance Company of 70lst Tank Destroyer Battalion,

A1l of our unitz closed into final assambly areas, near line of departure,
on the night of 11 - 12 April, The unit locations were as follows: Company
"A -~ 618244, Company M"B" - 605249, Company "C" - 637237, and Company "D" -
594229, .

Several postponements were made, and the final attack began on the morn-
ing of 14 April. The first day of the attack was a bitter day. The tanks
made very slow vrogress hecause of the bad terrain. Fngineers had to repair
or build a road almost every foot of the distaince the tanks covered. The
tracks on many tanks were thrown trying to move in this nmountalnous lerrain,
A5 a result, the tunks we-e not able to give the infantry close support, but
were able to give initial support from high ground. The infantry suffered high
casualties and made slow progress durirng the first day, taking only a few of
the objectives, 7The =nemy seened determined to remain in his well prdpared
defcnses, taking advantage of the tanks not being able to give close support
to the infantry.

During the second day of the attack, the tank columns moved a little fas-
ter, but still the progress was slow at various points and the tanks were still
not able to give close support. It was not until the third day, that the tanks
were able to "break loose! and attack in front of the infantry. Company "A"
was the first to accomplish this on the assault of Tole (6532), At this time,
Conpany "C" was being halted by demolition just south of point where Comparyy
"A" was able to advance without engineer assistance. The road was later re-
paired and Company "C" moved up in position vicinity Tole, Company "D" was
ordered to move to an area just south of Tole,

On the morning of 17 April, Company "A", supporting one battalion of 87th
vountain Regiment, attacked toward San Prospero (665236), It was expected
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that 1ittle resistance would be met, but the attack was a bitter one. Because
of the terrain, only a small number of tanks could be employed at one time.

The tanks received direct antitank fire, artillery fire, and heavy mortar fire,
Several tanks were lost. Ons tank blocked the road at a point so that other
tanks could not move around it. Another route was found, however, and the tanke
moved on to the objective, Hundreds of prisoners were taken on this objective,
Company "C", at the same time, was making fast progress to the north and north-
cast of Tole. The company had a "Field Day" killing meny Germans and capturing
hundreds of vrisonasrs. Company "B", with the 85th Mountain Regiment, was pro-—
tecting the left flank uo to a yroint south of Tole. Orders were received, how-
ever, detaching company from 10th lMountain Division and attaching it to 337th
Infantry Regiment of 85th Infantry Division.

On the morning of 18 ipril, Company "A" and Company "G continued the at-
tack further on to the north and northeast. Stiff rasistance was still belng
met. Several tanks were lost, The terrain had improved considerably for use
of tanks, but we were still in the mourtains and .novement was restricted. Come
pany "D" was attached to i6th “ountzin Regiment and placed in support of lst
Battalion. On the nicht of 1& = 19 April, Company "B" assembled in area vicin-
ity 712333, and Company "C" was placed in Division reserve with 86th Mountain
Regiment.

In the late afternoon of the following day, orders were received to assem-
ble all units, except Company "B', immediately, to exploit breakthrough to Po
Valley. Company "D!" was attacking during the day along the mailn axis of ad-
vance, ‘and at closs of day was north of the assembly arsa for the tanks, Com-
pany "A" and Company "C!" assembled 'vicinity 7643 and were ressrviced prior to
hour of attack which was scheduled for the morning of 20 April.

The attack was made on tha morning of 2C April., The advance to tha Fo
Valley was rapid with our tank companies being the first to cut highway No. 9
near Ponte Samoggia (733567). A number of enemy tanks and self-propelled puns
were destroyed and large artillery pi:ces captured. On the cipture of High-~
way No. 9, German foreces were split and many "cut off". Largs groups of pris-
onars began to surrender in groups. For the tank companies, the rrisonurs be-
cane a problem. It was apparsnt that the cutting of Highway Wo. § was the
"hraakthrough!" and advantage thereof was taken immediately.

Advantage was taken of the situation. During the night, task force was
formed around Company "D" with ths mission of moving and seizing Pemparto
Brides (6575), 4his task force was "IF DUFFY and concisted of Company "D,
one company snginecrs, one battalion of infantry, snd one olatoon of tank
destroyers. The main force, with the same mission as the task force, con-
sisted of Company "A" with #4th Mountein Regiment, and Company "C" with €5th
rountain Regiment. The tosk force passed the IP at 0700B, arnd the main force,
one hour later on 21 April. The advance was rapid, moving initially over the
secondary roads, theraby, by-passing possible strong points along main routes
of advancs and around large towns. At the same time, Company "B" was support-
ing the 337th Infantry Reciment of 85th Infantry Division on right of 10th
aonr.tuin Division in vieinity 77354L5.

Orders were received for Company "AM" to report to Commcnding General,
85tk Infantry Division. ‘7Tho company was assembled (less 2nd Platoon) and
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without giving the ensmy time to reorganize and get set has been found to be
the best defensive strategy.

Communication agencies provided in the TO & Z are not adequate to insure
proper liaison between division headquarters and the suppoiting armor. During
the last operaticn, combat units were out of contact a grsat deal of the time.
in the rapid advance over good roads, it is belisved that araiored cars chould
supplement the light tanks and the #~ton trucks. These ¥20 vehicles would also
rrovide a means for establishing relay stations along the route of advancs, in-
suring excellent communication, ‘

It is recommended that the TQ & Z be changed so that two of the three
madium tanks in battalion headquarters could be exchanged for W20 armpred cars,
Because of the widelv dispersed locations of the combat elements, this change
would provide a means for better supervision and control,

Iin 21l combat missions, it is recommended that & platoon of infantry be
attached to a company of tanks, This provides better cooperation and liaison
between armor and foot troowvs,

The assignment of surplus personnel prior to the period of actual opera-
vions proved to be highly successful. The ready presence of casualty replace-
mants with the organization permitted the combat elements to retain full com-
bat strength at all times, and consequently sustained the coubat efficiency
of the battalion.

The availability of rerlacements eliminsted the demoralizing practice of
swvitching and juggling crews as casualties occurred, This fact contributed to
a great extent in upholding splendid fighting spirit of the personnel.

/s/ C. J. Modden

/t/ C. J. MADDEN

Lt., Col, 751st Tank Bn,
Commanding.
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