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ARMY GRCUKD FORCES BOARD
MTOUSA

A OPERATIONS OF
91T CAVALLY RECONNAISSANCHE SGQUADRON, MECHANIZED
IN THe PO VALLZY OFFSdSIVE

(Reported by Colonel T. Q. Donaldson, Jr., Cavalry)

Cbserver!s note: 1. The attached Report of Cperations of the 9lst Cav-
alry HReconnalssance Squadron, uechanized, in the Po Valley, was submitted by
the squadron commander, Lt, Colonel I, Bruss, Cavalry.

2., This szauadron, the only onc of its kind in the theaber, operated
under the IV Corps of the Fifth Army,

The value of such a mobile, and yet hard hitting unit, in this opera=-
tion was fully apprecizbted by Major General W, D. Crittenberger, the IV Corps
Commander, by whose skillful employment, such fir reaching results wers ob-
tained,

The importance of the part played by the 91st Cavalry Reconnalssance
Sguadron in the spring offunsive from 14 April 1945, to 2 ¥May 1945, may be
clearly seen in the commendation from the Corps Commuender, attached as Appen—

dix #2.

3. During the offensive nentioned above, this observer was in close
touch with and actively followzd the operations of the squadron. n 20-21
April 19495, when the 10th Mountain Division, to which it hcd been attached for
such an oppertune monment, =actually broke through lntc the Po Valley, had the
9lst Cavilry Reconnalssancs Squadron been immedistely hurled through this gap,
even far greater resulis would have been obtained. ot belng so used, the
Corps Commander then, on 22 April 1945, reverted the squadron to corrs control
where it was employed so efiectively until the completion of the campaign.
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HEADGUARTERS
91ST CAVALRY RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON
APO 464 - U. S. ARMY

In the Field, Italy
20 day 1945,

REPORT ON OFZIRATIONS IN PO VALLEY OFFENSIVE

On 12 April 1945 the 91st Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron moved from
Prato, Italy, (G-675801) and closed in the vicinity of Silla (L-584143) a
0730~B. At this time the squadron was attached to IV Corps for future opera-
tions and placed in corps reserve., For a period several duys prior to this
movs the sonadron had reorzanized and refitted its vehicles. The time in the
new area was ocecupled with training, range firing of the 37wm guns and small
arns, and officer reconnaissance of the forward arens for future operations,

Vhile awaiting commitment, 2 mission in support of the 371st Infqntry
Regiment in the event of eneny counterattick in thair sector was assigned to
the scuadron. A plan for roand blocks and derensive positicns in this sector
wins set up after a reconncissance had bean madsz, but it did rnot becoms neces-
sary to vut this plan in operation.

On 17 April orders were received to move to Cereglio (65“28A) via Gaggio
Montano (550168). The squadreon was to move on Tole (6;53( ) but not to pro-
ceed beyond Cereglina thhout previous reconnaissance. The movement to Cereglia
was completed at 1820-B. At this time orders were alsc received to send an
officer and radio crew w1th an SCR 193 to the 85th Division to work with Rover
rete (air ~ ground liaison) for them., This was conplied with,

During this early period of the offensive the situition was obscure and
enemy resistance intense. JSeveral missions were tentatively assigned to the
scuadron and then cancelled, and the squadron remsinsd in corps reserve through
1€ april, At 17C0-B, 19 ipril, the squadron, by order of iV Corps, was attached
to the 10th Mountairn Division and moved to assembly areas as follows: Troop
MAM, 7123923 Troop "B", 7053453 Troop "C", 668320; Troops "E" and "F", 665315,
By thls time the enemy had begun to glve &rﬂund in some places and in the
course of the advance the lines of communication had become «xtremely over-
loaded, The MSR in this sector ran over secondary roads in the mountains west
of Highway 65 many of which were too narrow for two-way traffic. These roads
were jammed with ammunition and ration convoys, units moving forward and others
to the raar, and also returning truck convoys.

At 0200-B on 20 April the troop commanders were briefed on their mission
of screening the left flank of the 10th Mountain Division and reporting all
available information of both the friendly and enemy situation., Troop "A"
moved out at 0330-B and Troop "B" at O40C~B, It wos necessary to move Troop
"E" through the lst hArmored Division sector in order to reach its portion of
the squadron sector and a clearance for this movement was secured. The roads,
however, were filled with other units whose officers did not know of the
pricrity and would not allow our column to pass, Troop "B" finally mannged
to infiltrate its vehicles into the other convoys and by 1030-B had reached
695431 and 698429, At this time Troop "A" on the right was at 699402,
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The problems of road movement in o large scale advance such as this, wore
particularly noticeable to a mechanizad unit. It was apparent that much closer
control and cenrdination of movements in the forward area by coamands higher
than division is necessary. "ithcout such control movement reduces itself to
2y "every man for himself" situvation, in which priority coavoys which must be
at a corbailn place at a definite tine are crowdsd out by others 1lwss critical,

Th> method of operation used at this time was similer to that previously
uzed by the scuadron in mobile situations and proved generally satisfactory.
Where possible twe reconnaissance troops were committed and one held in re~
servs slthousgh in the Po Valliey Operation it was often necessary to use z2ll
three troops to cover the large scctors assigned. sach recornalssance troon
h i v platoon of Coapany "FM light tanks and o platoon of Troop "g" assanlt
guns attached. In addition oo this support, the 1Uth dowitain Division at-
t.chea @ plitoon of engineers consisting of three (3) squads of twelve (12)
mer cach with o dump track, Pioncer and Demolition cqulpment, and 2 mine dstec-
tor for ench souad. One ol these squads wns attached to ench troove A bull-
dozer was later furnished and held in reserve to be used when and where needed,

On the evening of the 20 April the 10th Wouut:in Division gave the souad-
ron the missioa of policing the Sammacgla River Valley and securing the road to
722510 to Crespellzno. For this misiion it was necessary to commit Troop "C"
as epnemy resistancs was still strong., Troop "C? soon rooched its objective,

bridge at 7705472, securing it intact while its first aishoon whe still an-
g?ged in a fire fight, &t the same time, Troop "A" was also meebing rasistance
at 733513, and using its 8lmn mortar with = forwsrd observer ozainst snemy
positinns, By ldgst light the scuadron held positions at 777563, 750557,
709548, 770547, The third pletoon of Troop "C" was angaped in a series of
skirmishes on the right and could only secure its own positions, but our other
elements ianinteined aggressive pritroliing in thelir sectors throughithe night,
Pente Stmrsgio hod bheen sscured znd was now outrosted witle the ald of TD elew
ments 2ud infantry.

On 21 Anril our Lreops moved out ;t fﬁrs 1ight to the north and north-
wesh with the mission of effecting sgor-saive racodntiissance 1n its sector -nd
L secure wnd hold the bridge at Bompyrto (659753) and o bridge in the vicinity
of ©le7¢hy then to make 2 reconnaissance ol Comntha (F=557130) and Forgo Forte
(~1i5125) along the Po River. At 1615-B the scuzdron whs rotilied of o change
i1 ibs cector boundaries. They were o the west from 070610 north to 639629
northwest to 635693 to 624745 to G12750 to 521852, nnd on the east from 573571
to 09C705 to 652300, st this time Troop "a"M had =2lrecdy reached 72 G660 and was
engassed in a fire fight using its light tarks to reduce the opposition. Troop
"1 reached the first objeetive at 1650-B. The bridgs had been prepared for
domolition but was seized before it could be blown. The rona was mined 1n thic
¢ and eneay infanbry and an antitank oan wers on the road northwest of Boau-
rhbo ot 058752, In the course of its advunce to this objective Troop A"

o bedter 153 Pa'S and wounded or killed en unkncown nunber, This troop contin-
ved Lo sav.nes during the nizht ueainst perslsting cenewmy opposition.  at 2345-B
vehicles burning in the road were holding up the advance and there wers Lwo

(~) trucklonds of eneay inf abry and an antitank gun confronting them., st
220015~ Troop "A'" engaped the snemy at 6287782 and routed them.
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During this time Troop ”C" had been moving on the second objective, th
bridge across the Secchio River at 615775, At 1823~5 on 22 April they had
rzached the bridge, finding it intact, but receiving heavy rocket fire from
west of the river, At 1000-B vehicles wers put across the bridge and it was
secure at 1005-B, Troop "B" engaged the enemy in a fire fight at 630788 and
reported another eneny column at 581788, Troop "C", continuing beyond the
bridge, destroyed an ammunition dump at 600780, and reached 559245 where it
was moved off the road by the CG of the 10th Mountain Division to ailow his
coluans to pass, The troop finally got clear at 1600-B and by 1613-B had moved
on to 545930, By this time the operations of the scuadron were so extendsd
and the situation so opsn that ws wsre ordered to furnish patrols on the roads
behind us as security for messengers and other movement on these rosds.

The squadron was relieved from the 10th Yountain Division by corps order
at 221500-B to assune the mission of screening the IV Corps right flank and
continue reconnaissance in the corps sector exclusive of the 1st Armored Divi-
sion sector, It was impossible to relieve Troops "B" and "C" at once due to
the difficulty in getting other troops up to relieve them, Cur advance. contin-
ued swiftly and there was usually =2nemy to the rear and on the flanks of nur
elements as well as to the front. It must be admitbted that while this swift
exploitation of the breakthrough confused the enemy and often resulted in tha
capture of his artillery and the selzure of his ration trains moving to supply
foreces already behind us, all thz confusion was not on his side and we were
not without our nroblems,

A few examples of the situation at this time will give « picturs of the

general situation as it existed throughout our operat*ops in the valliey., At
221800—5, Troop "B" engaged in a fire fight at 600908 in which 21 Pi's, 6
trucks and 4 carts were captured while Troop '"C" was already at )0)930. Cur
leading elements had advanced over & kilomsters by 2010-B and elements were
at 593999 while others were engaging the eneny at 594978, At 2400-8 our lead-
ing eleuents had moved on another 7 kilomsters to F-56906L and at 230200~
an infantry battalion ran into an ambush at 587935, more than 14 kilometers
bshind, Leading infantry elements on the right were slong tiwe @4 Northing and
the 1st Armored Divisiorn had been reported at 475820,

By this time the suppely situation was becoming critical, and the difficul-
ties increased as the advance continued. It was not only that the trucks of
our service echelon often had to by-pass enemy vositions on the way up to the
trcops but also on the way back to the dumps, and at the sawme tiase these dumps
were getting left further behind until it was a full day's trip for a truck to
go from ocur supply installotion to the gas dump and return., From here it was
negessary to get the gus and other supplles on up to our forward positions
and there are not sufficient trucks in the T/% to handle a less difficult
surply situzation adequately. The problem was temporarily solved by capturing
and repairing enemy vehicles.,

Cn 23 April at approximitely 1i00-E our elements reached the Po itiver
and sent our patrols to the east and est., Tn the conrse of the day the
suyuadron reconnoitered the Fo niver irom the 445 Fasting to the 615 Fasting,

AT 1200-B a good rlace for bridging the river wis found at 615130 and revorted,

A1l of the road net withiu this area was reconnoltered with road and bridge
classes and conditions resorted to IV Corps., Troop "A" to the southz2ast se-

curing the right flank was angsged with the enemy as far south as 723907 and
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later entered an enpagenent in conjunction with elements of our infantreyv in
which 200 F.J0's inciuding a Lt, Ceol, and twc Majors wore taken, This wis in the
vicinity of 72Z 960

By 221900-F there were no bridges up but two possible points for makdne
a pasrol crossing were found in the vicinity of 615130 and 500105 and the
scuadron notified IV Corps that 1t would attempt crossings ab those points that
night. These attewpts did not succeed as the current was too swift for »ur
small rubber boate and & patrol from Troop "C" encountered strong enemy re-
gistance on thils side of the river in the vicinity of 521121 and flak hat-
taries of the scunadron coming up on the right found a bridee at TL5113 with
tyn center spans blown but still possible for infantry elements to cross,
The infantry did cross this bridge and took devere (,3811)). In the meantlime
Troop "BY in the west had found a civilian ferry at 478099 and had one platoon
across at 1455-B, The renaining platoons and the vehicles of the third
platoon followed and the troop iroved to secure the left flank of the infantry
bridgehead with positions at 602149 and 602127 and aairtaining pntrmls in
tnis vicinity.

0355-E the remainrder of Troop "B" and Troops "A" and "C" wers orderac
to assemple all combat % ton vehicles with personnel near Camatta (57912%)
to start crossins river ot 1545-R but tnere was rno bLridge couplzated to carry
vehicles until 103C-B. The delay in estahblishing brideges was caused by a lack
of available bridge materiel which it seems could have beeun keph immediabely
bebhind the forward elements - especially as it had been gensrally anticipated
for sometime that it would be necessary to bridge the river. Py this time
Troop "B" had reachad 5579/6 and was ordered to proceed to ‘antova (L70235),
This ohjective was r=ached at 1715-8 after reconnoltering the area and the
road net,

Troops "AY and "C", having crozsed the river moved in coluan and reuschad
L95330 at 0120-F on 26 April., Troop "BY had assambled for a ne i nirsion and
meved out at 023%-E to cut Highway 10 in the vicinity of Cas Tellucchio (3623).
The squadron mission was now the screening of the 10th Yountuin Division left
fiank, The mission of the 10th Mountaln Division was to cut Higlways 10,062,
and 11 and adviance on Verona, seizing Villafranca Airport with all roscible
snaed,  The Troop "A" and YO column hud reached 045522 at 001l0-T whors a
blown bridgs held them up for several hours. &t 0Y40-F they had a br-pass and
wire ordered to reach Highway 11 ~nd use it as an axis Lo aove on Prascina
(0567), By 14LC-B they had reached Highway 11 at Verona, reconnciterad and
reported all bridres blown and swung wast on hizghway 11 toward iLheir objartive,
During this time orders from the Commandine Ceneral, IV Covps had been re-
ceived to move on Chedi (U 52) airfield with all possible speed, byv-passing all
opposition and capture Lhe airport, Troop "s" r-ached the onjective at 1345-B,
totally surprising the eneny and ensgaging then in a two nour fire fight in
wiicn 52 Fu's were taken acd the enamy was prevenbtsd from sebting off prepared

A

demolitions., 4 chart of these demclitions and the field was sent to IV Corps.

Troops "A"™ and "3" advanced west on Higiway 11 and at 2300-B, the night
of 26 April, held bridges across the Fiume Minclo abt 419554 and 1‘395‘,k The
by-passed arsas b=hind them were actlve with ucnemy movement and they reported
enemy armor in the area west of the river. A request was made to Corps for
the support of a platoon of medium tanks or tank dsstroyers at 2400-B but
anparently nons were available,
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At first lieght on 27 April the second and third rlatoons of both Troop
"A'" and Troop "C" moved out while the first platoons of both truvops remained
to secure the bridges., At 0330-B the advancing elements had reached 350584
where it was reported by civilians and partisans thabt the enemy armor had
moved out to the northwest during the previous night. 4t 1445-E cortact was
made with Combat Command YA" of the lst Armored Division at Brescia and Troop
"A" was ordered to reconnoiter the route from Brescia to Crema and [roop "C!
to secure all bridges west of Brescia and reconnoiter from Zriscia to Trer-
iglio on Higbway 11.

Soth troops continued to advance with good progress well into the even-
ing. In the vielnity of Soncina at 2255-B Troop "A" ran into an ensmy column
which it engagzed and captured 30 Pw's, After the engagemsnt the troop witn-
drew across the Oglio River to secure for the night. fTroop "C" slso ran in-
to the enemy at about the same time. Its column cut an enamy convoy approx-
imately in half at a road junction in the viecinity of Carsvaggio and knocked
out 15 enemy Vbhlcl and took 6 Fi's., An unknown number of cnemy perished

and burned in the destroyed vehicles.

Contlnulng the advance on 2% April, Troop "C" rsached Treviglio at 0955-B
and was JOJned thr shortly by Troop "A", At 1400-~E Troop "C" was orderad
to move to and seize Lodi and Crema, establish a roadblock, and seize the
bridges in this vieiunity. Troop "A" moved to Ghedi to rslieve Trcop "B" which
had been recuired to remain at the airfield for security and also to guard the
lﬁrge,number of prisonsrs it had amassed. Uron relief, Troop "B" moved to
the vicinity of 879255 and assembled, closing at 2300-B.

The accumulation of prisoners and ths lack of facilities for disposing
of them had berun to become a problem as soon as our elements broks out into
the valley. POW cames were well behind and ne provision was made for pici-
ing up prisoners and transporting them to thase points. 1t was necessary for
a unit to furnish its own transport for this purpose or keen the prisonsre,
As has previously bszen stated, the vehiclaes of the scuadron were inadequate
for its own supply without trunsporting food for prisoners and carrying them
long distances to the nearaest cages. At one time when the forward elaments
were in the vieinity of Brescis it was necessary to transport nrisoners in a
captured vehicle back to cages south of the Fo River. The only thing that
prevented our troops from bozging down under their accwmilations of prisoners
was the fact that it was possible to find organized partisan groups who would
accept them and hold them., AL no time in the opsration wes any effort made
b+ an appropriate service to alleviate the prisoner problem of forward units,

Tnis situation became particularly critical on 29 April, Troop "C" was
holding approximately 700 nrisoners at one point and 300 in another: and
Troop "A™ reported that the prisoners still held at the Ghedi airport were
without food for the second day and thers was no way of moving them., At this
time Troop "B" was ordered to seiz2 and hold the bridge at 035394 and Troop
"Gl the beidge at 195227 -nd reconnoitbter west and southwest to the Ticino
River. At 1630-B the third platoon of Troop "B engased acnroximately 500
enemy in a fire fight near Castlebuttano (84539¢) and forced their surrender.
Troop "C" had 1000 enemy held between the 42 and 45 Northings and 43 and L4
Erstings negotiating their surrender. Troop "B" reached its objectivs nsar
Volorngo and held there for the night.
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30 April our elements reached Rusalla and Pavia and ithe dov was spent
rounding up our nrisoners znd attemptiang to dispose of them. Troop "B" was
ordared to sand n patrol to ilano to observe and report on the situation
there on the following morning.

Troop "B" patrol left at 0545-B and returned at 1270-1 rerorting ol
of the 34th Infantry D1V1s1on, 1st Armored Division and some Dritish ianti
craft were in town nad a1l uspproaches to the town cecured with msdium tonks,
Contuct was made with the 442nd Infantry Regiment at Casale, By this tlue the
situiation had becom: gquiet and operations consisted mainly of controlling
groups of enemy ss thay surr ndered. However the zquadron wis ordered to nush
wost and contzct the ensmy and the squadron command post moved Lo Torine while
the troops pushed on and copt:ctad the Frasnch forcas ai Rvell 2t 1020-1 on iay
2nd. At the time the surrender in Italy became effective on 3 "Tay, Troop "AM
W”S in contact with the French 27th Division, Troop "B'" hal moved north from
Torino without contact and Troop "C" was securing the Torino airport.

or

In general the operation in the Po Valley may sald bo bs an example
of what can be accomplished by swift exploltation of the situabtion and the
development of a breakthrough into the cnemy's lines of commurdlceation, How-

er, so far ur the operations of this scuadron are concarned, it was also
a berrific bluff in the sense that 11l of our elements could havs been cub
off and destroyed szt any time before any support could have heen brought up.
In this renort it might be s3id that the sitnation was ovar -- exploited and
fortunately successful, The operation can scurcely be ciled as an example
of criterion for future operations of o sinilar nature,

Coordination betwesn uvnits was negligsble, TFor example, the squidron
performed its Corps micsions regerdless of the positions of other units us
it very seldom had current position revorts from them, Aven when screening
tiie flank of a divisien we dia not know where their elements wers as our ra-
ports were many hours old, This lack of coordinstion was l:ovgoly dus to the
broskdown of communications which began as coon as the swiit wdvance in the
v:liey was launched. For telephone comnunic .tion it was 2 signalman's nisht-
mere and 1t was 2 common oceurrencs to encounter sipnal officers who nud ho
lines to thelr subordinate unuits and could not find them., This siluation
proticulnrly affected the infantry which is largely ufpuﬂ‘lﬂt ot telaphone
for its communicatlons. The sguadron, using radic, was not affected 2 soon
but, as our positions became wore extended, ecven radios communicaiti-n sufferad
and we were often out of commurication with our liuison sets <t other hend-
guarters and sometimes with our itroops. The usz of relsy stabtions improved
the situation but this practics rvesulbts in delay s=nd inaccurccy in the re-
coption of revorts,

o

The squadron was emnrlcyzd to thie maximum in the course of this offensive,
A1l available use was made of its weteristic mobility and fire power. Its
role as rsconnaissance wes cometines minimized in that it br-passed opposition .
and forego the reconnalssance c¢f areas to seize and hold opecisl obiectivas,
Iii these cases its employment more resombled the char.cheristic amoloyment of
a cavalry foree in the enemy's rear.

1 e
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¥hile it has been statsd that the operation could scarcsly be cited as a
model, it servec to bring to light some problems which arise in a swift mov-
ing situation of this tyre and eventualities which must be antioipated. It also
revezled some inadeouucies within the sguadron and demonstrated others which
had been realised and previously reported. ALl of thesec are contained in the
following critique.

CRITIGUE

Movement s

It was apparent in the first days of the off=nsive that traffic control
in the forward areas must be closely supervisad to prevent the clogeing of
critical roads with the result that necessary troons and supplies caunot be
moved forward when nszeded., The situation is not adeguately handled by the MP's
of individual units as they are subject to the orders of their immeidiate of-
ficers and priorities of other units are thus often ignored or over-ridden,

Engineers operating with the most forward elements can perform invaluable
szrvice in repairing demolitions kaforas the main burden of btraffic arrives and
avoid the delay and congestion, In this report, where it is known that ohstac-
les recuiring bridging matericl lie =2head it would s-am wise to keap this mater-
iel well forward and availsble on short notice. More than a 42 hour delay in
vehicular crossing of the o River resulted from a lack of available materiel
although huge supplies of this type had been amassed and lay far bohind,

Lizison:

As signal comrsunications decrease in efficlency in an extended situation
the Iimportance of lialson bebtwoen units increcses, Most of the time a lizison
crew witc radio will prove effective and 1f the radic fails nessenger cervice
will still provide some contact.

fir - gro.nd liaison in the sectors in which the squudron operated was
not found effective. Rover Pete with whom the scuadron was vreviously
scheduled to operate was shifted to the 85th Division and we received no
benefit from the arangement., Although panels were displayed on the vehicles
our columns were strafed three times by friendly alrcraft. On two cccasions
smoke nots were put out without result. On another occasion lst Armored Divi-
slon elements in our vicinity were also strafed by friendly planes. An of-
ficer of our unit working on the Hover Fete plan at the 35th Divislon reported
that the system was highly unsatisfactory and ineffective.

Signal Comaunlcations:

The general difficulty of maintaining cormunications in this operation
have been previously stated, It scarcely seems possible that wire can be
maintained in a situation so swiftly moving. Thus all combalt troops must
be wrepared to operate solely on radio when it becomes necessary. The use
of radio also presents problems and some of them encountered within the
sauadron follow, '

Where the saquadron positions are greatly extended and a greal distance
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exists between the :quadron and hipgher CP's, the rrime consideration in bhe
selection Oi Co locations must be the maintenance of rood radio recsotion.
This becomes a yroblem sineo in staying clese to the troocs the U lnerecases
the dlstance to hirher headmusrters.  §ven staying close to all the troops
beeunes dilficult when thev are widespread, It is thourht that th: nres
larce set, possibly an 5CH 299, in the squadron CP for use to ki
douarters over Jong distancas would corredt the si‘aation Ly reducing thoe
problem to maintairing a suitable position in relation to the broons,

Along this same line 1t has b-en found that the immediate ioc . .tion of
tne gat itse 1F wikthin a CP or with the froops has a great eflect on thr re-
ception obtained, Ths rnrecence of bulldings, high tension wires, or even
tsll or ohlck growths of trees will reduce reception serinusly. A set should
not be placed in o low spot in relation to the surrounding terraln,.

Shortly before this operation, the zruadron loct most of its SCR 193
radios and was equipped with the SCR 506, The srnecrzl 1 cossion asons bhe
cornmunications personnel of the squadron is that ws could have worked farther
with the SCR 192, Part of this mwayv have been dus with comparative unfamiliar-
ity with the new s2% but is aninly attributed to the fach that it hus praset
channels and it is therefore imposcible to add estrs wire aptennae and thus
szeure preaster range,  An advantagse of the SCR 506 1s bthe Ffact that it has
five channels which may be changad si-pl. with a switch »nile the SCH 193 has
only one and cun only be chanped by tuning., Anothsr advantage is that it 1s
all in-one plscz and in an 2:cellent mount., There is scne diffarence of
opirion on which has the better recelver, The SCR 506 is stronser and can
pick up a weaker signal but the 193 has greater solectivity and can weed out
interfering sipnals better, It has be:n szuggested that instosd of 5 preset
channsls the 506 Lo cculpped with 4 praset channsls, retaining the advonbage
of easy change, and 1 tuneable channel to allow for aldding a long antenna
for preat distancas,

Supply and Maintenance:

The transport allowed the squadron b T/0 and ¥ is inadecuats for a unit
this size and nature that mast maintain own cuepive tf 1L had notb
b‘“n for the capture of enemy vahicles bhic etficiency of the unit wonld havd

suffered throusn lzck of necessary supplies. A acusiron transvortation
sectlion large mnough to avtach twe trucks Lo cach recon-a wnce troop for
carrying supnlies from the souadron dump and yet leuve enoush trucks to
o-erabe from scuadron to voar dumps and M installations 1o needed.  This
mesns that six (6) alditionnl trucks are needed ns tios. on band at present
are needed for the resr supply.

The maintenance hall-track in each troop should be replaced with a 2
ton ox6 truck as the half-track ls inndecuate when the troops are working
separately or ot som: iistance from Lhe sauadron.

PO« Collection:

Arrangements must be maintained to pick up vrisonsrs ifrem combnt troops
soon after the; are captured., ‘Thelr pressnce with the unit, cspecinlly a

mechanized unit, bougs down the advance ard also necessibatos bringing ur food

® ® TR
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to feed them when it is difficult enough to get food for our own troops., FCi
cages were much too far behind and no arrangements to collect nrisoners were
in effect,

!

7
2
1 -
1
1

It ig also suggested that a prisoner interrogator be attached to the
squadron in swiftly moving reconnalssance operations,

ENEMY PRISONZRS KILLED AND WOUNDED

These include only those -ositively cornfirmed in our revorts and are a
minimum estimate.

88mn guns
105mm guns
155 Howitzers
170mm gun

210mm Fun

2 = 20mm guns

DATE Fi's KIA'.

20 April L5 g5

21 April L5 198

22 April 45 L5 L

23 April L5 568 L

2L April L5 20

25 April 45 Mone

26 April L5 361, 3

27 April 45 153

23 April L5 1080

29 & 3C April 45 74,59 1
Total 10012 52

MATERIAL CAPTUr.D OR DESTROYID
ARTILLERY VEHICLZS

37 Venicles captursad
17 Vehicles destroyed
11 lotoreycles
110 Horses and gear
64 Carts
60 Ricycles
1 Artillery Carrier

For the Squadron Commander:

/
/

JIA

———cn

1

=

12

MISCELLANEOUS

1 - 44 109 Airplane
1 - Ammo dump des-
troyed

s/ Jarom= H, Baker
t/ JEROME H. BRAKER

1st Tt., Cavalry,
Squadrorr Historian
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HEADGUARTERS IV CORFS
THE COMMANDING GENTitAL

10 May 1945

SUBJECT: Commendation
0 ¢ Commanding Officer, 91st Cavalry Reconnaissance Scnadron,

APC 464, U, S. Army

The important contributiocn made by the 91st Cavalry Reconnalssance Squad-
ron to the IV Corps effort in the Sprins offensive from 14 April to 2 May in-
clusive was most gratifying to this headcuarters, and T desire hereby offic-
1ally to commend you and the officars and men of your command for a uniformly
superior performance of many varied und difficult missions.

During the first six days of the offensive, the uncertainty of the situa-~
tion regnired that you be held in Corps reserve where vour strength could be
thrown in quickly where most needed. During that period, your thorough recon-
naissance and preparations to meet any possible call were anple evidence of a
high state of training and a due sense of your responsibilities. A rapid
movement to a mors advanced assembly area occurred during this time, and was
carried out with minimun delay despite aggravating traffic conditions,

Later, on 20 April, you were atached to the 10th sountain Division, and
your elenments were soon noving forward on its left, furnishing it the neces-
sary flank nrotection until, on the next day, you occupied Crespellano, well
out into the valley of the Po. The following day, the 91st Cavalry Recon-
naissance Scuadron captured a bridge over the Secchia River intact and moved
rapidly rnorthwest,

On 22 April you were detached from the 10th ifountain Division to operate
directly under Corps again, and on 23 Avril, after advancing on Highways &3
and 12, you reached the south bank of the Po. You crossed the Po Hiver as op=
portunity offered during the nsxt two days and thercafter clements moveé on
rapldly to the vieinity of Mantova.

On 6 April you acecomplished suceessfully the seizure of the Ghedi Air-
port and elements reached the southern shores of Lago di Garda. The follow-
ing day, two troops moved west along Highway 11 to the vicinity of Brescia,
and after that you advanced rapidly south and west to mop up the territory be-
twesn the Po River and elements of the lst Armored Division,

¥hile conducted with a thoroueh appreciation of the role of reconnaissance
troops, your operations were hamp=red by excessive numbers of prisoners of
war, and by the nsed for maintaining road blocks to the south pending the ar-
rival of less mobile units, On 29 April, C Troop alone took ovar LOOO pris-
oners,

[
1
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Cn 30 Aprril, your sauswdron becan asgressive reconnaissance below %1lun
and betwaen Adda apd Ticino Rivers, while on the next day elewents reachsd
Pavia and, moving toward Torine, entarsi bhat city just before widnisht, The
last day of héstilities was “Dent in sstlablishing oroner order o forino and
puching 2lements on up the mountain roads toward thoe French bordar,

A1l personnel participating in these operations of the Glet Covalry ie-
connais Junc~ Squadron undse your command should feel great prlde in ibe accom-
plishments. Given suitable terrain again, after long und discoursa;zing months
in the Apennines, your squadron quickly arose to the occasion and mzde the most
of the opportunity for return to repid movemeni ovsr wide areas., The Lmpor-
taunce of your caniribution to the campaign was noteworbthy ~nd at tiass yoar
preserice furrish=d security in an otherwisz crit*cal situati-n. T am ground
that your squadron was availabie to Ffight under IV Zor.s in the isst campalin
of the war in Bdrope, which with its helip Led so oulckly to the surrender of
the German LXAV Corps and bths cessation of hostiiitiles in Vorthwestern Italy.

s/ Willis D. Crittenberter

t/ WILLIZ D. SRLITRHBEACER

Eagor ubnerai, e S. Army
Sommnanding

lst Ind
Hq 91st Cavalr:y Reconnaiscance Squadreon, APO 464, Us Army, 17 “ay 1945

TC:  Ses Distribution.

1. This comuendation Trom Gensiral Srittenberger is most gratifying to
me, and it s with my oeartfels thanke that I rase 1t on to you.

2. Tt is indeed an honor to ba ce hielly priised, but ic has only be=en
throush your couracs, WLWllwwn051, datermination, snd 44v0x on to duty that
such praise could bte received, Yon have richly sarned this horor, ard I want
to thank each and cvery one of vou for your individousl coanbribucions which
played such & zreat nart in the success of this operusticn - our lush in the
war agalnst the enemy in hurcps,

3. The Squadron played 5 rols of aajor ilmport rnice in the o Valley Cume
Laipn, and it was throush your efforts and speed in maneuverability that
troops of the German LILy Corns were so qulckiy routed and captured.  Your
daring and resourcefulness cenfused Lho enemy into = deplorable state; and
atthough behind the crnemy lires tnrouchout most of the campoaipgn, you nerformed
your arduous tasks with ubber dicresnvd to personal cafetv and without once
faltering from the steudy drive to vietory.

L. Tn winning our lest campaign of the durorean war, some »f onr com-
rades who huve been through o much with us have f.1iZsn, bub theilr memory will
always be with us, and thelr heroic deeds will remein as an insplration to all
of uwes in the future years of peace,

‘ . IS,
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5. Dvery member of the Scguadron should feel proud of his deeds in the
final defeat of the Nazi regime, and for those deeds T again wish to express
my deepest thanks to all of you for your spl=ndid and superior performance of
duty.

REST I CTED

/s/ H. Bruss
/t/ H. BRUS3S
Lt. Col, Cavalry
Commandinrg
DISTRIBEUTION:
"AY Plus
1 - Fach Individual

-3 - RESTRICTED




HEADQUARTERS
915T CLVALRY RECCNNAICSANCE SCUADRON
APO 464 - U, 5. &MY

R' JOT .Ll).IDT D

Tn the Fisld, Italy
3 June 1G4%5.

SUBJECT: ILessons Learned in Combat.

TO : Commanding General, #ifth irmy, APO 464, U. S. army. (Attention:
AFV Section),

I. In complionce with Letter, Headquarters Fifth Aray, 4G 370 TK, dated
26 April 1945, subject ‘as above thie following report, covering operations of
this unit for the period 1 April 1945 to the cessation of hostilities in Italy,
is submitted:

1. Night Reconnaissance:

Movement at night by mounted reconnaicsance troops is not worth-
while., The difficulties encountered are:

as Ambuuhes. Ambushes of bazooka teams, antitank puns, small
arms and prenddes can weeak havoc with = motorized reconnrissunce platoon in
a short time, Regardless of the umount of care taken to make & quiet approach,
the enemy at an ambush will always be warned and ready. Dismounted patrols
must precede the column constantly, thus limiting th- movement to no more than
dismounted patrol speed.

b, Mines: The danger of mines recquiraes that a dismounted sle-
ment prec>de a mounted column, Foor visibility at night, even in the best
moonlight, makes it impossible to check a road for mines visibly as is the com-
mon Dpeedy nractice during the hours of daylipght.

¢, Radio Interference: At night radio communicrtiosns become
extremely difficult because of the grest number of statlions that come in due
to increased receptivity. 1n lonz range operations, very little actual infor-
nation can be expected.,

d. Visibility: "he ;rimary reconnalss:ance mission of deteraining
the strength and disposition of the enemy coannot be wccomplished with any de-
gree of accuracy because fire from a few scattered weapors abt night invarisbly
give the impression of a much larger force.

e, Fatigue: If a reconnaissance troop is driven night and day,
which hdnpens when speed beccmes desirable, fatigue soon causes uerious de-
creases in efficiency. A reconnaissance troop seldon has been able to keep
a reserve platoon so that, during an operation, the only actual rest that can
be obtained is that thCh comes after refueling, rearning and eating after
dark and between tours of platoon guard, FTVQH some rest at night the troop
can continue agerressively and give accurate informati on for weeks at a tine.

A troop can accomplish more by cperating from first ligint to last light than
one which operates night and day.

Appendix #3 -1 - HESTRICTID
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2. Alr-Ground ILiaison:

There should be much closar liaison between forward slements,
particulurly the reconnaissance elements, and the air Arm, The comnunications
time lac betw=en corps or divisions and the forward elements is so much great-
er than the tine required for a reconnaissznce plane to sight a column and
get, dive bombers or strafers to it that many of our own columns have been
struck. "Rover Pete" was intended t+ do the job but our liaison with "Rover
Pate" was assigned to a regiment that was usually 60 to 120 miles from our
forward elements and completely out of radio contact thereby benefiting us
none whatsoevar,

3. BSpeed in a Brezkthrough:

The last operation has shown that once a breakthrough has been
made, speed is the most important factor to complete exploitation. To coéntinue
as rapidly as would hazve beer poszible improvements msst be made, i.e:

a. Communicaticns: For the resultant extremely long range
operaticns better radio communications must be established between the troop
headgquarters and squadron headouarters, The troop should not be forced to drop
off relay stations because it will cut their fighting strength critically.
Also, in a situation like the [o Valley opszration, where many strongpoints
ware by-passed, thera is a danger that & one-car relay station will be cap-
tured by a raiding party or a wandering group of enemy trying to find their way
back Lo their own lines. 1t is suggested that an 80 299 at squadron headquar-
ters would help a great deal “n lengthening communication possibilities, allow-
ing the troops to be farther out from scuadron headuuarters and allowing scuad-
ron headouartsrs to be farther out from Corps or Division headquarters and still
maintair contact, This is suggested rather than a series of relay stations
because ¢f their vulnerability aad because of the additicnal time required and
the liability for error in using relay stations,

Another serious handicap resulting from slow communications
is the poor dissemination of snemy and friendly information to forward elements,
This difficulty is particularly true in the case of infantry companies. OSel-
dom have our: forward elements contacted infuntry on our flanks who knew any
more than that they were going in a certaln direction and some enemy were sup-
posed to be in front of them, Seldom, during relatively fast moving combat, is
inrermation concerning friendly troops on our flunks available until it is 24
Lo L¢ hours old. This lack of informstion retards movement and often changes
the method of attack on certain objectives,

The using troops were actually very inexperienced with the
use of Lhe 5C31 506 radio because they had only one day of instruction before
entering this last phase of combat, The general opinion is that the SCR 506
radio is not as satisfactory for our work as tha 5C2 193 radio, 'The criticlsms
are that the SCH 506 cannot be tuned as finely as the SCA 193 to =liminate
interfering stations, it ecannot be tunzd up on a long wire antennae as read-
ily as an SCR 193, that it has too many gadgets and that certaln tubes burn out
too readily., ixperience and instruction will probably eliminate some of these
difficulties but certain of the mechanical refinements should be made in ordar
to have a dep=ndable means of communications.

RESTRICTED
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b. PW Zvacuation: A better system must be devised for hendling
prisoners of war. It was only bacanse of the unusual circumstances of the
prasence of partisan groups that our reconnaissance troops were able Lo drop
largs groups of prisoners and were able to continue on their missions. Army
controlled F¥W cages should be cstablished much farther forward becausg a unlt
of this size and type does not have the men to guard prisovers nor bLhs brans—
portation to move tham to o W cage or to bring food to the nriscners,

¢, iiver Crossingst TWhen a breakthrough ha:s been accomplished
and o large river crossing is emminent, bridgine material must be moved up
clese behind the forward elements. The time Jost in waiting for bridgins ma-
terial to come from rear areas only makes the final crossing much more costly
in manpower and equipment losses because the enemy is gilven an orportunity to
dig in, Thus the rapid exploitation of a breakthronugh is lost or serionsly
slowed Jown.

de Supply: The supply sectlor and transporiztion platoon of the

reconnaissance squadron must hd enlarged Lo be able Lo sunvort the reconnais-
sance troops in a breakthrough, which is one of the priwmary missions of this
tyme unit., Our forward elements have actuslly had to slow down for supplies to
recach them, Any such delay allows bthe enemy lime to elther wscupe or seb up
temporacy defenses that will cause casusliies, léss of equipment and delavs.
In additien, for situations where ther: are long distances batween squadron and

rmy service instzllalions and where strong pointe have becn by-passed, supply
rains shonld be provided with an armored escort when moving forward to contact
the troop supply elements.

L. Fire Fower:

The best protection that a unit of this twpe and size can have is
to move 1Pto a breskthrough as rapidly and as agsraessively as possible, being
sure that all personnel understand that, when enemy srmored or lirhtly armored
colunns or units are encountered, every weapon and arm is wvsed to the fullest
extent., Tnis extremely heavy tyvne [ire, whether exactly accuratc or not, so
dicorganizes a surprised enemy element that there will be very [Httle returned
fire

5. Reconnalssance by Trained Personnel:

Reconnaissance missions should he assienad to experienced recon-
naissance officers and men, “hen these men have b2en assilgnad the wission
they chould be allowed Lo proceed as thoy kriow best, Mu01 confusion and delay
had resulted from high ranking officers, n»rt cularly thoze from nnon-recon-
nalssance platoons and "taking charpe” ard, in certain 1nst0n:os, chansing
tile mission as assizned by a higher commander. I bhe chain of command of a
reconnalssance platcon is maintained throngh troop and squadron, more rrograss
will be made at less exyense in men and eouipment.,

&, Hever use captured vehiclez in more t%ﬁn o fow numbsrs bacause
]

you invite bombing and strafing by our own Air Corps.

7. The use of a platoon of assault guns and a platoon of tanks with

a reconnaissance troop us a small task force is ideal., However, the com-
munications with thsse Lwo attached platoons nzeds to be ilmproved. !finy Limes
-3 - RESTRICTED
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it has been necessary to send a messenger after the tanks when it should have
been possible to ¢zll on the radio to have them move up to position.

8, Germans used bazookas excessively from prepared positions along
all principal routes. Previously prepared positions were dug at about 150
yard intervals along all prineipal routes, which would hol” ‘wo to three men
per position - evidently used by Germans for personnel to take cover ln when
columrb were being strafed, and also used by units delaying along these routes.

9. German strongpoints encountered in the daytime were generally
by-pessed at night by using side roads and tralls,

10, fSven when disorganized small German units ceontinued to destroy
bridges by demolitions, amno dumps and ecguinment likely to fall into our H%nd
ware burned or blown up.

11, Germans uaed 20mm flakwagons as arlillory, employed them very af-
fectively with direct fire

vy with lisht "7il's mountad
d them as decertively as vozuibie, and near
trocop: of being & partisan veni=

12. Civilian cars were nsed by the en
(welded) on top of them. Always uss
the heads of columns, Gave impression to our
cle inilially.

1

13, PFarbtisoan croupe proved eifs C?L”C and of assistance after cur for-
ces had exploited a situsitlon, or were reliat sure of mpeeass in sncloiting a
gituation, especially in our operations in xnd aroutrt the many omall towns and
villager encountercd. Partisans Turnished inforaztion of value on the ter-
rain, roads, bridges, and ensmy rvositions. Partisan communicntlon“ were used
in securine information of tnctic“] conditicons in arens along ascirnsd routes,
eapacially logienl delaying pnositions and strongpoints. 'This suvad much bime
and mwany lives,

o

4. Lizht tanks proved bo be of value from a peychological view-
point in controlling F's, aspecially when 2 urit the size of a4 platoon has cap~
tured td's up to 10-15 times its size.

15. German Ob's located 2t vantase polnts would usnally direct the
fire of all weapons in Lthat particular cpot be liring Lracer at ths Lareet and
titen shifting if anothar target appesared on the lank, thus eftceetively con-
trolling the fire of 21l available weaponc. . Hortar fire wos also plaecqd on
targets using this method, OSome zrtillery fire was directed in Lhic manncr by

ing 20mm tracer,

16, Cement slabs were lald under water in the vieinity of proctically
ail principal stream crossing sites, and near bridgec where strenn Jdapth per-
altted, thus forming unothor bridegs aveil ble for traffic in the evert thuat
the brideges in the vicliuit, were bombad, AppPO“chﬁs were proparad in the
vicinity of 211 ropd bridoes wirich could be utilized quickly in the event of
domolition of the b suemcpiomeysramitaae 1V driven - makin: ~n inconspicuous

framework ready .for cons I‘&E_CA'EIVED

C. D. SECTION

Jt/ 1. B:USs
Lt. Col., Cav,,

"" Conmq‘ling,
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" SBCRET
. ARMY GROUND FORCES BOARD
MTOUSA

No. 318 . 28 February 1945

OPERATICNS OF
91ST CAVAIRY RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON, MECZD
IN ITALY, 1 NOVEMBER 43 TO 20 FEBRUARY Lb5e

(Reported by Colonel T, Q. Donaldson, Jr., Cavalry).

(Observer's Note: In accordance with the provisions of paragraph 2,
AGF letter-350,05/111 (R) (15 Dec 1944) GNGBI, Subject: Reports of Cavalry
Operations, attached hereto, as Inclosure No. 1, is report of Operations of
the 91st Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, Mechanized, in Italy fram 1 November
1943 to 20 February 1945,

This squadron was cammanded during the above operations, and until recently
by Lt. Col. Charles A, Ellis, Cavalry,  The present commander is Major Lloyd C,
Helm, Cavalry, whose executive officer;, Major Elgin E, Sarders, Cavalry, pre-
pared the data for the attached report, requested when the undersigned visited
that unit on 9«10 February 1945

This report brings out clearly the typical use and mlissions assigned to
a mechanized cavalry unit in the Italian theater, It illustrates well that
mechanized cavalry ean and frequently is required to perform practically every
type of mission,)

lst Ind.
HEADQUARTERS MTOUSA, APO 512, 12 March 1945.

TO: Commanding General, Army Ground Forces, Army War College, Washington
25; De Co (ATTENTION: Assistant Chief of Staff, G-=2).

This headquarters has no objection to the reduction-in classification of
this report to RESTRICTED, provided names of individuals, unit designations,
geographical locations, and information on casualties are deleted,

FOR THE THEATER COMJANDER:

JACK CARTER,
Capfain, AGD,
1 Incl, Asst Adjutant General,
A-318 SECRET

rls 2 5239



SECRET . L)

HEADQUARTERS
91ST CAVALRY RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON
APO NO. 46L, U.S. ARMY

In the Field, Italy.,
20 February 1945

REPORT OF OPERATIONS IN ITALY

THE CASSINO SECTOR.

The 9lst Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, then at Trapani, Sicily was
relieved from assignment to the Seventh Army on 10 October 1943 and assigned
to the Fifth Army., On 13 Octcber 1943 the squadron moved to a staging area
in the vicinity of Termini = Immerse preparatory to moving to join the Fifth
Army in Italy. Troop "E", the light tank troop, left Sicily on 18 October via
LST and landed in Naples, Italy on 20 October, However, delayed by necessary
rewequipment and other organizational details, the remainder of the squadron
did not leave its staging area until 28 October. The move overland by convoy
across the Straits of Messina was made in five days to Maddaloni, Italy (vicinity
of Caserta) where Troop “E" rejoined the squadron. On 7 November 1943 the
squadron; attached to II Corps, moved into an asseumbly area in the vicinity of
Villa Volturno in corps reserve,

At this time, II Corps was heavily engaged with the enemy in the mountain-
ous terrain commanding the Mignano Pass and neither the situation nor the terrair
warranted the employment of mechanized reconnaissances However, with the clear-
ing of the Mignano Pass in early December and the drive for the heights-of Monte
Sammucro, San Pietro, Monte Lungo and Monte Maggiore in progress, the possibi-
lity of using mechanized reconaissance and armor to spear head a strong attack
through the Rapido and 'Liri River Valleys was anticipated, The mission of the
squadron in the event of such an attack was divided into three phases:

Je To reconnociter and to effect a counter - reconnaissance.screen
in the Cassino = San Elia Branch of the Rapido River Valley.

II. To assemble and cross Rapido River (Bridgehéad to be effected
by infantry) in preparation for Third Phase,

ITI. To continue aggressive reconnaissance west of Rapido River to
the Melfa River, :

The development of the now famous stalemate before Cassino prevented the
accomplishment of this plan and the. 91lst Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron was
destined not to operate in its primary mounted rolé at any time in the campaign
before Cassino. However, the plan is thought to be of interest to show how
II Corps anticipated using the squadron in the development of the attacke

During the month of December the squadron, remaining in corps rescrve,
reconnoitered the forward area for necessary bivouac areas for corps' supporting
troops; established and constructed OP's overlooking the Liri Valley, and for
8 days, carried rations and supplies up the slopes of Monté Sammucro to the SSF
which was in combat on these heights and could be supplied by no other means,

Inclosure 1, -] - SECRET
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The squadron's first commitment to action in Italy was 2 dismounted missione
Troop "C" was attached to Task Force "A", cammanded by Brige. General Allep (CaG,
CC "B", lst Armored Division), which had the immediate mission of teoking Monte
Porchin, On the night of 2 Jenuary 1944 Troop "C!" moved dismounted from & de=
trucking point in the vicinity of llonte Lungo to a sector on the left f%ank of
Task Force "AM with the British 46th Division on the lefts The troop mission
was to protect the left flank of Task Force "A" and to maintain contact witb then
and with the British on the left., The enemy positions on Porchia and on lonte
Cedro, to the west in the British scctor, were strongly and stubbornly held and
on the morning of 6 January Troop MAM moved into position on the right of Troop
nGi, This seme morning both troops advanced under enemy cbservetion and artil-
lery fire to occupy Hill 65 between i, Porchia on the right ond i, Cedro on the
left., On the night of 6 Januery Troop "B" was assigned the right flank security
of Task Force "A" and, with the 1lst Battelion, 6th Armored Infantry repulscd a
strong enciyr counter attock, suffering 20 casualtics in this engagement,

The squadron continucd the mission of protecting the flanks of Task Force
"A" until relieved on 1l January. At this time, Troop "C" wes atteched to the
1st Tank Group and romained in the vicinity of Migneno until 16 Jamuwary. During
the period Trodp "C" did dismounted rcconnaissance for suit-ble tank routes in
the road~net northenst of Pastinelic and ., Trocchio, However, the situation
was obviously developing into an infentry opcrotion and little armor wes used in
the operctions followinge.

The 34th U, S, Infantry Division was pushing forward into the velley and
high ground on the right around M., Sammucro, Chizia, S, Pietro, S, Vittore and
Cervaro. On their right the CEF (French) was moving on S, Elic from Acquafondale,
Task Force "A" wes relicved and the 36th U,S, Infantry Division, passing through
the 6th Armored Infantry, soon occupicd M, Trocchio on the left of the 34th
Divisions, The encmy, by 16 January, had withdrewn the bulk of his forces to
defenses bchind the Rapido River along a general line S, Angelo, Cassino, Cairo,

II Corps still hoped to develop the situction so thot a breckthrough on
the Rapido could be ecffecteds For this eventuality the squadron wes ealerted to
perform a mission which was generally a variation of Phases IT and III of the
original plan, The 36th Infentry Division wes to cestablish a bridgchcad across
the Rapido in the viecinity of S, Angclo. The squadron would pass through the
bridgehead to screen the left flenk of corps and effect rcconnoissance to the
Aguino River with particuler attention to enemy defenscs in the vicinity of S,
Giorgio, possiblc crossings of the Aguino end location of cnemy "switch® posi=
tions running southwest from Cassino toword the Aquino River, On 20 Jenuary the
squadron moved to an assembly arca in the vicinity of Ceppagne near Venafro,

This mission did not materialize but along with similar tentative missions
had the cffect of meking it necessary for the squadron, cven when committed in
& dismounted situation, to hold itself alerted to revert on short notice to its
original roll as mechanized rcconnaissance,

On the night of 24 Jenuary Troop "A" occupled outpost positions in the
143rd Infantry Regiment sector along the Repido with the mission of patrolling
to the river at night and crossing if contact was lost, Prior to first light
on 3 February the squadron relieved the remcinder of the 36th Division outpost
and patrol scctors, scrcening the Rapido from the vicinity of Cassino to the lcft
corps boundary with Tgeps "A" and "C", (During this .-iod Troop "B" wes
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attached to the lst Tank‘Group for an impending operetion)., Bchind this screen
the 36th Division was withdrawn and replaced on 6 February by the New Zealand
Corpsse

On 9 Fcbruary Troop "C" went into positions on the left flank of the BLth
Division protecting this flank and maintaining contect with the New Zealan
Corps on the left, This mission lasted for 12 days and on 21 February Troop
uC" was relicved by the 27th MG Battalion,

The squadron (~Troop B) remeined in the viecinity of Ceppagna in reserve
until 11 March when it moved to Bivouac in the vicinity of San Agetaes Troop
"Bn, still attached to the lst Tank Group, was not withdrewn until 25 larch,
The squadron remained engeged in reorganization under a new, T/0 &E and in in-
tensive training until 2 hay. In this trzining schedule specicl emphasis was
placed on dismounted action in mountainous terrain end night opcrations,

THE ROME OFFENSIVE:

During this period II Corps had been planning for the sprlng offensive
which was destined to breck the Gustav and Hitler Lines and carry on through Rome
and to the irne River, The II Corps effort would be made in the coastal sector
where the soon and 88th Divisions held a defensive scctor with a brldgehe“
across the Gariglianc River in the v101n1ty of Minturnoe  Their line ran in an
arc from the ccast just south of Scauri through Minturno, Tufo, and carried
southward along the hill features to the vicinity of Damiano, The French CEF
was on their right in the vicinity of Lorenzo.

The initial mission of the squadron was again o dismounted one, At H hour,
which was set at 112300B May, the 350th Infantry Regiment, the right flank unit
of the 88th Division would attack gencrally northeast and then north taking
Montc Cianelli, Hill 316, and M. Rotundos The French, having to teke Damiano
and Castelforte would be delaycd and leave the Americon right flenk exposcds It
wos necessary that the squadron occupy and hold these key featurcs egeinst
counter attack leaving the infentry free to continuc the atteack.

The squadron moved under cover of darkness from its assembly arca at S,
Agate to a detrucking point at the base of M. Salvatitio on the night of May llthe
Troop "s" had previously placed its assault guns in position south of Castelforte
and the squadron CP moved in its orgenic vehicles but the rameinder Of the troops
were moved by truck leaving their vehicles in the assembly arcas Troops "B"
and "C" occupied Cianclli the ovening of 12 May, That night Troop "A" occupicd
Hill 316 and before dawn moved on to occupy M. Rotundo while Troops "B" and "C"
extended to cover both M, Cianclli and the approaches-to Hill 316,

At 154L5B on 14 lay the squadron; less Troop "C" remeining on M. Cianelli,
was relieved and rcverted to II Corps control, The squadron was immediately
attached to' the 85th Division and was to pass through the 339th Infantry Regiment
beforc dawn, 15 May., In this short span of time it was necessary to rcassemble,
move the reconnaissance troops by truck back to the asscmbly arca (approximately
20 miles) to secure their vehicles and move from there via Highway #7 to the
vicinity of the Minturno - Scauri road junction.
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Heavy demolitions north of Scauri and determined enemy resistence delayed
the advance in this scetor approximately 24 hours before our elements could
advance along Highway #7. Tanks of Company "F' reached a point midway betwecn
Scauri and Formia against enemy defense points along Highway #7. One tank vas
destroyed by anti-tank fire and the crew captured, On 17 May the squadron vos
relieved fram its mission with the 85th Division while the infantry and medium
tanks attacked Formia. The squadron assumed the security patrol of the coast
fram the moubth of the Acqua =~ Traversa River to the Garigliano Rivere Troop "C!
was relieved from the garrisoning of M, Cianelli and was assigned the mission on
19 liay of reconnaissance west fram Formia into the Gacta Peninsula. Troop "B
continued on coast -patrol and Troop "A" moved in support of Troop "C". Both
Troop "A" and Troop "C" had a platoon of the light tank troop and assault gun
platoon attached, ’

Troop "C" made slow progress over extensive cnemy demolitions to reach Gaeta
at 1840B on 19 Maye. Enemy resistance was light and consisted of Italian liarines
and elements of the German 15th Divisich, "Reconnaissance to the northwest toward
Sperlonga was blocked by heavy demolitions, During this period Troop "a" had
been called upon by the 339th Infentry Regiment to perform road reconnaissance
on Highway #7 toward Itri and had made good progress against strong enemy re-
sistance destroying numerous road blocks to reach Itri, On the northwest out—
skirts of Itri Troop "A" engaged the eneny rear guerd, destroying o MK IV tank’
an anti-tank gun and MG positions, 4and continued along Highway #7 toward Fondie
Troop "C" retracing its steps entéred Itri behind Troop "A" and turned left to
move cut swiftly toward Sperlonga. Troop "B" relieved from coast patrol joined
Troop "C!" in its advance,

as the advance continued, the use of cngincers attached to the lcading
reconnaissance platoons vindicated the squadron's request for such an arrange-
ment and surprising progress was made in spite of extensive enemy demplitions
wharever they could hinder road mcvement and flooding of large areas to further
impede our advence, The practice upon encountering a demolition was to leave a
security detachment with the vehicles and continue the reconnaissance on foot
whilc the engineers went to work on the obstruction, The vechicles would over—
take the dismounted element as soon as the by-pass had been completed,

Troop "A" reached Fondi at 1940B on 20 May and dismounted to hold the high
ground northwest of the city until rclieved by the infantry., At 1800B the
leading elements of Troop "C" reached Sperlonga. From these points our cleuments
cofiverged on the key point of Terracina guarding the gateway to the Pontine
Marshes, Trocp "C" dismcunted patrols entered the city and found it strongly
held by the enemy, Troops "A" & "C" were joined by elements of the 337th Inf-
antry Regiment supported by tanks and attacked, On the morning of 2/ May elemente
of the squadron moved over quickly constructed Bailey bridges through Terracina
and raced to join the beachhead forcese This contact was first made by Trocp
"4" and its attached engineers in the vicinity of Borgo Grappa on 2509058, At
1020B the sanc.day Troop "BM contacted other forces of the beachhead south of
L?ttoria. On 26 lMay the squadron was detached from IT Corps and placed under
direct operational control of Fifth Army whose forward headquarters was located
at Nettuno on the beachhead,

) Op 26 & 27 llay the squadron, moving into the hill mass northecast of
Littoria, took the towns of Sermonetta, Bassiano, Norma and Sezze, North of
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these towns terrain and lack of roads madc vehicular movement impossible and
Troops "BM"-& "C" proceeded in dismounted action and occupied the towgs of
Roccagorga, Carpineto, and Montelanico on 28 liay. Troop "A" was assigned
coastal patrols On 29 liay the squadron was again attac@ed t9 II Corps then at
Cori preparing for the final drive for Rome in conjunction with the forces of

the beachhead.

The soundronts elements moved North to Guilianelle and east to Roccamassima
where it wes necessary to dismount and move on into the mountalns Northeast apd
southeast on focts On these heights OP'!'s were esteblished and with these posi-
tions as bases patrols operated to Colle Ferro and Segni and to the Southeast
screening the right flank of II Corps while the French moved north from
Montelanico toward Segni and Highway #6.

On 1 June the final phase of the drive for Rome was under way. artena fell
to the SSF, the 3rd Divisicn was attacking Valmontone, and the 36th inision
meeting stiff resistance at Velletri, Uith the cutting of Highway #06 east of
Valmontone and the fall of Velletri, the enemy was forced to withdraw his
forces in the Valmontone area which were in danger of being cut off, The
French forces joining the SSF on Highway #6 continued to attack north across
the highway to Palestra while the American forces swung their attack northwest
toward Rome, This, once again left the II Corps right flank exposed North of
Highway #6 and the squadron was assigned the mission of securing a line along
the Aniene River and wes attached to the SSF for this operction, The squadron
maintal.ied this sereen until 6 May when French forces, having taken Tivoli,
Tomtociod  our elements end assumed responsibility for the sector,

During this pericd the sguadron also formed a special task force upon
VOCG II Corps with the mission of pessing through the 88th Division and pro=-
ceeding by road into Rome, Progress was to be reported to the CG, II Corps by
a series of phase lines, Upon arrival in Rome this force was to establish
official II Corps signs on the main arteries into the city. The force was
under comniand of the squadron commander, Lts Col, Ellis, with an operational
staff of squadron officers and-was designated Task Force Ellis, It consisted
of two reconnaissance platocns, two platocns of medium tanks, one' company of .
infantry, two platoons of 105mm SP guns, one campany of engineers, and a medical
detachment of 3 ambulances, two medical officers, and eight aid men.,

The force was divided into two columns, designated Subforce #1 and
Subforce #2, and moved out early the morning of L Mey on the Frascatti - Rome
and Grotta Ferrata -~ Rame roads passing through the forwerd elements of the
88th Division in the vicinity Monte Compatri. Both columns encountered
determined resistance from enemy rear guard detachments which had established
road blocks of anti-tenk guns, MG!'s, and infentry. These were over came with a
loss of two medium tanks., At one point enemy infantry withdrew north from
Subforce #1 towerd Subforce #2. Notified of the situation Subforce #2 struck
swiftly and killed a large part of this enemy detachment. No prisoners were
teken in the ccurse of this missicn, Task Force "Ellis? entered Rame proper
at OL1312B, -Although scouts of other units had entered the outskirts cf the
city earlier, it is believed this force was the first unit of combat strength
to enter Rome,
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ROME TO THE ARNO

Following the taking of Rome, the enemy's hasty withdrawal north of the
Tiber proceeded with such speed that the 88th Division was meeting only slight
resistance and complete loss of contact seemed imminent, The squadron was
attached to the 88th Division and a second"Ellis' Task Force was formed with
the mission of pursuing the enemy to the north between Highway #2 on the west
and Hi~hway #3 on the east and prevent him from establishing organized resistance
in this zones X

This task force, although larger, was similar in composition to the first.
It consisted of this squadron, one battalion of infantry, one ccmpany of engi-
neers, one battalion of tank destroyers and one battalion of medium tanks.
This force was also organized in two columns each consisting of one reconnaiss=—
ance troop, one medium tank company, one tank destroyer company with infantrymen
mounted on the tank destroyers. One battalion of the 913th Field Artillery
was in support of the task force and sent forward observers with the two recon-
naissance troops. This made for a highly mobile combat team as the recon-
naissance troops supported by the tanks could overrun light delaying groups and
it was only necessary to commit the infantry where stiff resistance was encount-
ereds By this time the reconnaissance would have developed the enemy positions
and the infantry could be thrown directly into the engagement to the best ad-
vantage, Closec liaison at agll times with supporting artillery is highly advan-
tageous both for the supporting fire afforded our elements and because the
reconnaissance often finds itself in points of vantage where artillery can be
directed on enemy transport movements and concentrations of personnel and
material,

Both colums moved out at 061130 June and the Trbop HAM column made first
contact in the vicinity of Formello, This resistance was overcome with the
support of the tanks and the column passed on to engege a small enemy force in
the vicinity of il Dolforso and continue north of Campagnano where a fire fight
developed during the night in which the infantry with the column destroyed an
estimated enemy campanys. The Troop "B" column passed through Sacro Fano, report—
ing it had been evacuated approximately two hours before, and continued through
Maglieno to lMazzano, Celcate and Faleria all of which were reported clear. At
Civita-Castellana contwct was made with elements of the 6th South African
Armorec Division and o joint engagement was fought against enemy anti-tank
positions northeast of the towne. On the night of 7 June the task force zone
was shifted to the northwest as the 6th South African Armored Division coming
up fram the east was taking over the original sector, The force's mission was
reconnaissance of all roads toward Orvieto and Bagnoregio. Reaching Vallerano
the Troop "B" colum found it occupied by the enemy end a fire fight developed
which lasted through thé afternoon of 8 June resulting in the enemy evacuation
of the town under cover cf darkness,.

During these opg¢raticng the South African forces had continued west through
our sector and on the merning of 9 June contacted the lst U, S. Armored Division
at Viterbo. The squadron task force advanced north and secured a' line Soriano -
RJI5830 = Ourte until the 6th South African Armored Division reorganized and
assumed control of the entire sector, On 10 June II Corps wms relicved by IV
Corps to oper:ste in the sector on the corps right flank from which the 1lst
Armored Division wasgggeing withdrawn., On the night of 11 June the squadron
assembled in the viity of Canino, 6
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Under IV Corps, @ third Task Force "Ellis" was formed with a batta}iog of
the 141st Infantry and elements of the 59th Armored Field Artillery Batugl}on _
attached to thée squadron. Troops "A" & "C" headed the two columns comprising
the task force. On 13 June "AM colum passed thru Ischia-di-Castoro which wes
clear and the "C! column reached Pitigliano and established a road bloeck, At.
this point the task force was increased in size with the additicn of the remaln-
der of the 59th Lrmored Field Artillery Battalion, a medium tank unit and
engineers, and Brig. General Ramey, with the Headquarters of the lst Tank Group
as his staff, took command of the force..

In this sector, the 36th Division was on our left attacking along Highway
#1 and the French CEF once again was on ocur right and a little behind. It was
necessary for Task Force Ramey to extend itself to prctect the flank of the
36th Division and fill the gap to the left elements of the CEF. Contact with
the French was cstablished by Trocp "C" at Sorano on the lith and contact with
the 117th Cavalry Recomnaissanée Squadron (attached 36th Division) wes establish-
ed at Scansano on the same daye. Troop "B" relieved Troop A" and pushed on to
Campagnatico where the TFR held positions until the French, attacking Arcidosso
could come up on the right. Troop "C" securing our right made contact with the
French at Triana. Patrols of Troop "B¥ pushed td within 300 yards of Paganico
and reported a ccmpany of eneny infantry dug in along the railroad. Troop "C"
supported by tanks came up and engaged the eneny and then remainéd on the right
garrisoning Hill 259 and maintaining patrol contact with the CEF. At this
point elements of the lst Armored Division passed through our positions at
Paganico and the squadron was relieved for 48 hours to assenble in the vic., of
Campagnatico for maintenance, Unfortunately it took 24 hours of this period to
assemble the scattered troops.

The operation with TFR had taken a great deal out of the squadron, Enemy
resistance had becn scattered and generally slight but the terrain had become
increasingly mountainous, the roads more and more inadequate, and enemy demo=-
litions and mines were svery where,

On 25 June the squadron was attached to the lst Armored Division to
operate with CC "B',, Troop "C!" moved to the vicinity of liassa Maritima ahead
of the squadron and began reconnaissance toward iionte Rotondo immediately,

The squadron followed on 26 June and at dawn Troop M"A!" passed through Troop '"C',
Troop "AM on the right and Troop "B" on the left continued the advance north
in the sguzdron sector as the left force of three CC "B" columns.

The terrain through which t he squadron opersted while with CC "B" was the
worst it had encountered in a mounted mission, It was mountainous and rocky,
contained no first = class roads and many of the existing trails were only for
mules. The withdrawing enemy had mined trails and strezm beds extensively and
‘had employed demolitions even on secondary roads and treils, No engineers were
avallable for attachment to the squadron and this lack further retarded the rate
of advance, By the time the squadron reached Canneto and Serrazzano it could
no longer be supplied over its axis of advance and the squadron rear had to
swing to the right through Pomerance to Serra and supply the flank, Eneumy
resistance in the sector was scattercd,consisting of strategically placed rear
guard detachments and delaying forces up to company strength. These our troops
destroyed or forced to irithdraw as they were encountered,
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On 1 July Trocp "B" contacted Troop "A" and reached Highway #68 while
Troop "C" caming in from the right moved west on the highwaey under heavy enemy
artillery fire to establish a road block south of Buriano. Troop "B'", unable
to contact Troop "C" at this position due to demolitions and mines, moved north-
east toward Montecatini and Troop "C" moved generally north to converge on this
objective which was located on a strategic height commanding the south and east
where Volterra was strongly held by the enemy, At this time a platoon cf tank
destroyers was attached to Troop "CH,

First contact was made by Troop "C" south.of Montecatini and a brief fire
fight developed with a detachment of 20 to 30 enemy in which the enemy lost two
killed, several wounded, and five prisoners, A strong combat patrol entered
the town under cover of derkness, forced the enemy to withdrew, captured their
OP and werked on through the town to take 10 PW's, At 022400-B Troop "B" made
contact with Troop "C", The enemy evacuation of the town was followed by an
enemy barrage of approximately 200 rounds forcing these troops to withdraw to
the sauth edge of town to consolidate positions. This advence to Montecatini
had carried the squadron well ahead of the right coluwmns of CC "B" and we were
ordered to hold in these positions until further order,

For the next two days our positions werc subjected to constant, intense
artillery and morter fire and enemy counterattacks which, with the cid of our
supporting artillery, were broken up. On 4 July the squadron was reinforced
with two platocns of medium tanks and two platoons of infantry., The enemy in
and about Montecatini and controlling the high ground was apnroximately one
regiment,

CC "B" ordered an attack for 0530-B on 5 July and Troop "B" attacked from -
positions in the south edge of town ageinst a company of approximately 90 enemy,
In 2 four hour fight Montecatini was clearcd and the troops advenced 100 yards
north of town where the bridge was blown and all approaches covered with intense
enemy fire, As Troop "B" clearecd Montecatini, Troop "C" attacked Hill 619 Vest
cf town defended by two enemy compenies and a battery of 18 mortars on the
reverse slope, Supported by tanks and tank destroyers our forces tock the hill
ageinst strong opposition inflicting heavy casualties and wiping out the enemy
mortar positions,

Cole Carrts (CC “B") Force took up the attack on 6 July and the squadron
resumed a reconnalssance roll to the west and northwest, On 7 July CC "B" was
relieved and the squadron continued attached to the 88th Division to the
vicinity of Orciaticc screening the division left flank. At this point the
squacdron was passed through by the 9lst Divisione Fram 13 to 20 July the
squadron in assembly south of Highway #68 was occupied with maintenance, repair,
and replacement of vehicles, radios. and weapons which had been submitted to hard
usage and were generally in bad shapes During this period Troop '"B" with a
platoon of Troop "E" and a platoon of Company "F!' (Assoult guns and light tanks)
were attachced to Task Force "Ramey! in the vicinity of Camporbiancs

On 21 July the squadron assembled in the vicinity of Fauglia and begon a
period of defensive opercticns along the south bank of the Arnc River first
under the 34ta Division and later under the 45th AAA Brigade which wes function-
ing as infantry. Trocp MAM wos attached to Task Force "filliamson! along the
coast from 22 to 25 July performing recconnaissance north on Highwey #1 to Pisa
ind securing inforn@@on of enemy defenses in this s.or. The squadron
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continued to maintain outpoéts and patrols, supported by morters and our
assault guns, through 22 Auguste The operztion was a dismounted one although
£ ton, 4 x 4 vehicles could be used for some night patrolling,

- SECRET

THE GOTHIC LINE OFFENSIVE.

During August 1944, II Corps was completing plans for its offensive to
break the Gothic Line and assembling its forces south of Florence, The enemy
falling back across the Arno had established himself in prepared positions
in the rugged hejghts of the Apnénines with a screen of outposts and delaying
forces s far south as the river, The British had managed to take most of
Florence but the enemy held the outskirts of the city.

On 23 August the squadron moved east to Castelfiorentino and from there
to an assembly area near Cerbaila where it spent the remcinder cf the month
preparing for its mission in the coming offensive, The 804th Tank Destroyer
Battalion, 757th Tank Battalion .and Company "E" 39th Engineers were attached
to the squadron, The mission was a combined reconnaissance and.conbat mission
in that the sguadron was to reconnoiter the road nets in its sector and enemy
positions and alsoc to force the enemy to withdraw as far as possible before
the commitment of the 34th Division in the mounteins east of the Prato -
Bolcgna Roade The initial squadron scctor extended from the Bisenzio River
on the left to the 75 Basting on the right,.

Our trocps mcved across the Arno on the night of September and Troop MAM -~
on the left and Troop "B" on the right moved out at first light on 3 Septerber.
From the 3rd to the 6th of Septermber the squadron remained engeged in clearing
the valley south of Prato and Calenzano in the face of observed enery artillery
fire and numerous encmy delaying forces, Troop "C" was camitted on the right
to maintein contact and protect the squadron flank, On é Septenber Troop MAM
cleared Prato of the enemy and continued north on the right of the Pratc =~
Bologna Road,

The squadron was relieved cf responsibility for the sectcr east of the rcad
northeast out of Calénzano and Troop "B" pushed up this .road splitting its
platoons to occupy M. Maggiore, Fisciano and a point well north of Le Croci on
9 September, Trocp "C!" working over the mountains between Troop "A'" and Trocp
"B" clearcd these heights to join Trocp "B" at M, lMaggiorec. These positions
were held until the 34th Division passed through them, At this point the
squadre:.fs mission became the opening.of the Prato — Bologna Road and the

-screening of the of the II Corps right flank, The medium tanks end tank
destroyers were relieved fram attachment to the squacron but the engineers
continued to clear demolitions for our advance.

In the mission along the Prato Road the squadron ecnountered a variety of
difficulties, The road ron in a deep river gorge with the eneny holding strong
points on the high ground cammanding the road, This, and the fact that the
enemy had used Cemolitions ot every feasible place in the road, resulted in
most of the advance being made in dismounted action.  The 6th South African
Armored Division on the left was generally 3 to 5 km, behind and this neces=—
sitated dismcunted security in the hills to the left and reare. Two platoons
of the light-tank troop (Company "F") were dismounted to provide additional
petrols, The situation was further aggravated by the absence of Troop "C!" and
one platoon of Troop "B" on a special mission with II Corps.
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Stiffened'enemy resistance from enemy strong points approximately 800
yards north of Castegneta wos encountered on 14 September and the squadron
continued engeged in dismounted action ageinst prepsred positions of two eneiy
battalions astride the road until 22 Septerber., Troop "A" anc "B™ mopped up
smell delaying groups and found the positions recently abandoned by the mnin
force and Trocp "B" continuing to Vernio reportec the town evacucteds The
enery intensified his mortar and artillery fire in the wake of his withdrawsl
ancd the engineers were uneble to continue work on demolitions. The forwerd
clements reached S, Quirico on the 23rcd as infantry elements advancing fron
the east cut the road at Montepiano,. .

On 25 September the squacdron asserbled at Montepicno and Troops "A" and
UBM moved to securce the road juncticn in the vicinity of Castigliones This
was the beginning of the reiny season and almost continued rein and heavy fog
lowered visibility often to fifty fect, -As the 6th South Africen Armored
Division elciients approached Castiglione, Troop "i" gové up its rcad block in
this vicinity and pushed on to reach Sparvo on the 28th, A4t this point the
squadron was relieved by the 6th South african Armeored Divisicn and meved to
an assembly area in the vicinityr ol Ful . Pass, .

Troop "C" and the platoon of Trocp "BY ré¢joined the squadron here having
canpleted their special mission with II Corps. This mission had bcen desig-
nated the "Duichess Plan" and had provided a reccnnaissance detachment with
cach of the leacding clenents of the divisions assaulting the prepared defenses
of the Gethic Linc and the Futa Pass. These detachments equipped with radic
reported progress cf the lesding elements by rmecans of prearrangec. check points
direct to II Corps. This eliminated the normol time lapse in sccuring this
infermation and facilitated corps control of the acdvence.

On 3 QOctcher, the squadron asserbled at lontefredente to resune recone—
naissance and screening on the corps right flank. The squadron was tc pass
thru and relieve the 168th Infantry Regiment north of S, Andrea, Moving out
on L Octcber our elements found the infantry wes still engoged against stif-
fened cnemy resistance and had not yet taken their cbjective, Hill 747. The
squadron was attached to the 168th Infantry Regiment and joined the attack,
Av this time the squadron was supported by a company of medium tenks and a
platoon of tank destroyers,- The nature of the terrcin would not permit vehicles
ortenks to leave the roads to get into firing positions and the enermy using
grenades and bazockas from the high benks against our mocunted elements had a
¢istinet advantage, Once agein it was necessary for cur elements to dismount
anc fight on foot, .

While this action was in progress mounted patrols reconnoitered troils to
find passable routes to the ncrth do bypass the enemy strongpoint and continue
the advances By the night of 8 Octcber Troop "AM, "B and "C" hacd established
positions in line in the vicinity of Rioveggio and Polverers and the 168th
Infentry Reginent was relieved on the morning cf 9 Octcber,

Encmy resistance 21l along the front had stiffened and enerny- nedium and
hecvy artillery hacd apparcntly gone into permanent position to cover the forward
areas with inereasingly intense fire. The advence on the left and right cf
;I Corps had beon stallec even socner and the corps soctor was a bulge vith
its nmost edvanced peints olong Highway #65 just north of Livergono,
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On 15 Octcber, the squadron, now attached to the lst Armcred Division,
was relieved in position by the 8lst Reconnaissance Battalion and assembled near
Le Luccian in the Futae Pass for maintenance and rehabilitations On 24 Octcber

he squadron moved to an assenbly area in the vic., of Castel Del Alpi, where

its vehicles were left with small trocp detachments, and mcved by truck to
take over dismounted cdefensive positions in the sector ncrth of lMonzumo, The
mission, as have been 2ll of the squadron missions since, was purely in an
infantry capacity - maintaining outposts, machine gun and mortar positicns,
and patrol and counter-patrcl activity usually at night.

From 5 to 22 December the squadron wes in rest comp neer Sesto and retur-
ned to resume the defense of the same sector, On 29 December the defense of
the sector was assumed by the 363rd Infantry Regiment and the squadron was
attached in tactical reserve manning secondary defenses through the month cof
Januarye. On 1 February the squadron was attached to the 6th South African
hrmored Division and relieved their CC "C" in positiocn on 2 February., The
squadron gtill remains in defénse of this secteor facing the Reno River from
Collino on the left through M. Stanco to Grizzana on the right with its assault
guns at Piana di Setta, The squadront's vehicles rerein at Castel Del Alpi
as the squacren has nc use for them at present and there is no place else to
put them, In this sector there is only one very poor trail for #-ton, 4 X 4 °
vehicles and the troop positions are supplied by mule under cover of darkness,
Both in the Monzunc sector and in this present sector Company "F" (light-tank)
has been dismcunted and used in the line,
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AG 319.1/004 C-0 :
HEADQUARTERS LTOUSA, APO 512, 2 March 1945

TOs Commanding General Army Ground Forces, Army Whr College, Washington 25,
D C.
ATTENTION: AC of S, G-2

1. Recommendations contained in the attached report do not necessarily
reflect the views of the Theater Commander. Recommended changes in T/0 & E will
be submitted through command channels when combat experience indicates the
necessity thereof. :

2. This headquarters has no objection to the reduction in classification
of this report to RESTRICTED, provided names of individuals and unit designations
are deleted.

FOR THE THEATER COMIANDER:

/s/Albert i, Kart
ALBERT W, KARR
Captain, AGD
" Asst Adjutant General
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ARMY GROUND FORCES BOARD
MTOUSA

No. 299 16 February 1945

(Reported by Golonel T. Q. Donaldson, Cavalry)

REPORT ON 91ST CAVAIRY RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON, MECHANIZED
T GENERAL:

. 1. The 9lst Cavalry Reconnalssance Squadron, Mechanlzed now commanded by
Major Lloyd C. Helm, has participated in the Tunisian, SlClllan, and Italian
Campaigns in the role of a "separate" squadron. As such, it has learned that it
must be self-sustaining and its long battle experience has rendered it well
qualified to make the recommended changes to T/C & E which were forwarded to
Commanding Ceneral, Army Ground Forces as Report No. 278 under date of 23 Janu~
ary 1945.

2. Upon visiting thls squadron on 10 February 1945, certaln of these chang—~
es to the T/0 &% E were agaln emphasized and are of especial interest. They
include: »

a. The addition of a horse troop.

b, Addition of rifle squad to each reconnalssance platoon,

"¢, Addition of liaison planes. , - .
d. Substitution of the 8lmm mortar for the 60mm. =

‘e. Substitution of . the half-track as a command vehicle.
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f. The nced of a better wheel reconnaissance vehicle than the M-8 -
(the T-28, though not in use in this theater, appears to have the necessary
spe01flcatlons desired).

g.. Reduction in the number of carbines and corresponding increase in
M-1's, submachine guns, and pistols in the reconnaissance troop. Alsoc the
addltlon of BAR's. .

h. The SCR 536 radio was recommended and also additional telephones.

3. At the present time, the squadron is operating under the control of the
IT Corps of the Fifth Army, With the 6th South African Armored Division on its
right anc¢ the Slst Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, Mechanized, on its left, it
covers a front line sector of approximately three thousand meters on the left
flank of the II Corps. The squadron is performing and operating at the present
time primarily in an infantry role, although its use of OP's, listening posts,
and disuountcd patrols affords it excellent training.

IT AGF_TOPIC LIST:

1. With refercnce to questions contained in G-3 Topic List, 6 January 1945,
Inclosurc to AGF letter 461/2019(GNGBI), subjects- Topic List, dated 12 January
1845, Seétions I, II, and III are covered in detail in recommended changes to
T/0 & E, 27 November 1944, forwarded to Headquarters AGF under date of 23 Janu~
ary 1945, Sections IV and V arc covered below, the information having been
furnished by Major Elgin E, Sanders, Executive Officer of the 9lst Cavalry Re-
comnaissance Squadron, licchanized, 10 Februvary 1945

WTACTICAL BLPLOYHENT :

1. MISSIONS

a. Reconnaigsance: At the prisent time this squadron is being employed
in a dismounted defensive situation which requircs numerous sccurity, recon-
naissance and combat poatrols that arc principelly for the purpose of determin-
ing enemy dispositions, identity ond suitable routes for future advances. Due
to the perfeccet visibility nand the ncecssity for occupying the forward slopes

of hish mountain ranges, it is impossille o perfora other thain nijut patrols.

¢ front now covercd is npproximatcly three thousand mcters. The pecul-
iar cendition of the terrain recouires patrol work to extend as fer as four
thousond ncters over rough ground while undecr constont obscrvation and mortar
ran ¢ of ©thc enany. This situation rcguircs thot a patrol meny times must
spend two doys to accomplish its micsion.

¢ comvosition of matrols, o5 found most suitable by this squadror is
rclatively small, Sccurity and recommaissance patrols are usu2lly composcd of
three or four men and one NCO. wore hazardous reconnaissance patrols arc com-
poscd of approximatcly ciiht men, onc NCO nnd one officcr., Combot vatrols arc
comdosed of approximately sixtecn men two NCO's and one officer.

b. Combet, other than rcconncissances Though plons wire recontly form—

ulated for use of this squadron in dismountcd attack, it was not so used. Dur-
ing the last 3% months this unit has bcen employed in defensive comdat wwith
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extensive usc of scecurity and recomaissance patrols and cgmbat natrols scnt

out Lo captwrce prisoncrs for identification purposecs.

2. IMOUNTED AND DISHOUNTED EMPLOYMENT

Tho CblCcl unployment of this unit has been upprox1mhtuly 1alf mounted
and holf dlsmountpd +The method of cmployment of coursn, deponds entirely .on
the tcrrnwn, amount of ‘demolitions, strcngth of ‘the ¢ncmy-defenses and othier
variables which may demand any combination from completcly mounted to complete—
ly dismountcd cction. ‘

The 1 connfissnnce. squadron must ¢ rapidly and casily convericd, to any
degree of combination from mounted %o dismounted action., - Occasions of particu—
larly rapid developments have required that complete conversion be made within a
space of a very fuw hours.  The case vith waich this convirsion can oc uccom—
plished depends entircly upon ohe procombat training and the combat cmﬁlovmcnt
of the squadron in that combination role in the attack and defensc.

A greater percentage of the nrecomost training of this uwildlt was in the
mouter? work, Consequently, when first actunlly in combat therc was a reluc-
tance ninong the troops to dismount and continuc forward dismounted. Constant
necessity ond practice in combat has proven the worth and any reluctance has
boon removed allowing the Unlt to be nore fluld than any othar wnit of equel
sizc.” :

To imnrove the flexibility of the squadron a change in the small arms
within the unit has been rccommendcd. (Sce recommendcd chansos dated
27 Nov 44.) This changc was recommended principally to bring o betber balance
in orms for the varied work of mountcd, reconnaissance and dismountced work both
at night and during the day. The dlffcrences as brought out is that longer
range and accuracy of fire is nceded during the day while speced and compactness
are necded at night. '

3. EEMOVAL OF OBSTACIES, INCLUDING MINES.

At present there is no T/0 & E allowance for more than light demolition
chest for use by reconnaissance troops. Since there is no engineer squad or
platoon, the reconnaissance platoon must do all its own road clearing and mine
lifting unless the corps or division has sufficient engineer troops to assist

- you in that role. They usually have about 50% enough engineers in.a fast moving

Y

Situation so you still do your own engineer work, fighting hours of delay, even
though you continue dismounted and let the vehicles wait until engineers can get
far enough forward to clear the roads of craters and blocks.

4o COMUUNICATIONS AND CONTROL.

: Communications, and control are very good., Recommendations as made in
letter dated 27 November 1944 are for a slight revamping to conform to the best
methods of netting and speed of comminications devéloped after a period of 24
months training in the United States and 26 months of operations overseas.
Several additional of the larger sets are needed because of the great distances
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the squadron 1s often forced to cover. The complete elimination of the SCR 538
is requested because men and equipment have been lost due to the inability of
menbers of tank platoons to warn cach other of impending attack from 2 fluid
flank,

The prescnt communication equipment in the squadron is apparcently designed
for fast moving situations alone. In this theater, however, therc is less than
50% of combat time spent in moving rapidly. Thercforc, it is imperative that
adequate tclephone equipment be provided in the, T/0 & E to take carc of defer-
sivc and slow moving attack situations., Unless so authorized, it is oftcn
difficult to obtain this cquipment when badly needed.

5. LESSONS IEARNED AND TRENDS.

a. The ecavalry reconnaissance squadron must be able to do anything. It
nust be self-sufficient to the point of asking hel» from no one except long
range artillery, By this statement I do not mean that the squadron should be
able to do the job of a division. The equipment issued should be such that it
is efficient to operate alone mownted or dismounted and the state of training
should be high enough to enable performance of cavalry, infantry, engineers,
artillery, attack or defensive missions equivalent to any unit equal in size,

b. The reconnaissance scuadron is a little task force. It lacks a pioneer
and demolitions plateon and a dismounted element either built into the reconnais-
sance platoons or as a separate troop. The need for a horse troop has been felt
seriously during the Tunisian, Sicilian and thus far in the Italian campaigns.

ce Strictest of discipline in soldiering, maintenance, supply, training
and teamwork are essential. Any degree short of near perfection is a waste of
manpower and material. -

d. !'Sneak and peak' reconnaissance is very good if it is possible. It is
seldom possible. Experiencc has shown that boldness, tempered with caution and
common sense usced to fight for information gets results. Temerity or hesitancy
in the foce of ordinary delaying action will result in no information and no
advancc,

e. A squadron CP cannot be operatcd efficiently and to the best intercsts
of corps and army headquarters with the present authorized tentage and cquipment,
Therc must be sufficient room for two large maps to cover the corps front on
1:25,000 scnle. There must be an operations tent where only the S-3, S-2,
squadron commander, exccutive cfficer and enlisted men's section can work. There
must be tables, chairs and a truck. A rcliable electric generator set is indis-—
pensable because good map work is impossible under poor lights. Sufficient
tentage should be provided for the other seetions of a squadron heedquarters
becausc bad weather retards work and officicney to a scrious extent.

Include in the CP sct~up only the operations commond, and communications
and guard or detail set-ups. The inclusion of any more, that is the S-1 and
personnel, is cumbersome and unnccessary. The later sections operate more
efficiently by remaining at a2 rcar cchelon with the squadron maintenance and
supply sections.
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The basic reason for a well equipped operations section is the necessity
for the wide coverage of friendly and enemy information demanded of a unit of
this type of corps and division headquarters. This information extends over
more thanm a corps front because of the sudden moves from one flank of the corps
to the other that are often required of this unit,

f. A thorough knowledge and study of maps and aerial photographs are
essential for accurate reconnaissance. The responsibility for an error in loca-
tion affects not only the platoon or troop involved, but the corps plans, because
corps depends on the reconnaissance squadron for absolutely accurate information,

6. CHANGES IN DOCTRINE:

a. The former tendenqg for a reconnaissance squadron to depend mostly on
mounted reconnaissance has been found to be incorrect in this theater. Good

reconnatssance will be accomplished when a coordinated mounted, dismounted, and
air team is designed and trained as a unit, It should be created, used and
trained as a team because such a trained team only is capable of overcoming the
confusion caused by the strain of fierce combat.

b, The use of the tank company as a unit is practically non—existent.
Habitually the tanks, if used, are attached, by platoon, to the reconnaissance
troops.

The assault guns are used either in battery or attached, by platoon to the
reconnaissance troops., Usually, wherec the situation is mobile and the reconm
naissance troops are widel; separated, the assault guns are attached for support,
and are fired by forward reconnaissance platoons on targets of opportunity using
radio for communications and reconnaissance platoon leaders to sense the fire.
Wnenever the squadron is cmployed in a defensive section, the assault guns are
set up in battery, wired for telephone, fired in on defensive concentrations and
are fired by the assault gun platoon leaders from OP's through the troop 'Fire
Direction Center!.,

c. The prompt recording, action and file of ecvery telephone and written
message received day or night within this squadron, has been found to pay valu—
able dividends. In this way messages arc properly coordinated with the bulk of
information received and therefore can be properly evaluated.

TRAININGs

1. Becausc this unit is the only one of i%s kind in this theater, replacc-
ments for the combat elements must be trained for the work by this unit. Since
there is little or ne training time other than combat, replaccments must be
infiltrated among experienced men in the midst of combat with the hope that they
learn ast enough to get through the training stage without becoming a casualty.

Replacements received by this unit are not trained in mcchanized cavalry.
September 1942 was the last time that a shipment of cavalry recplacements were
received, Most replacements have beon with infantry training, quite a few from
armored force, and very few from cavalry.

Tt is particularly desired that replacements for this unit come with cav—
alry training.".
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